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About THE TRUTH
Truth is the most potent weapon of working class, its most powerful propagandist and agitator.
However, freedom to debate and criticize forms the pre-requisite for truth to emerge. The
Truth, therefore, is not an attempt to create another moated and fortified silo but an
endeavour to create and build a platform for all the worthy sections and individuals of the
movement to engage freely in the debate and polemics on working-class’ tasks ahead and the
strategy and tactics required for the purpose, of course, within our logistical constraints, like
length, deadlines, etc.
This endeavor will only succeed through your active participation and your valuable feedback,
suggestions, contributions, letters to editor, etc. are invited at thetruth.edboard@gmail.com
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Editorial

A MESSAGE ON MAY DAY
WHAT’S NEEDED IS A BLOW TO CRUMBLING CAPITALISM
The origin of May Day is indissolubly bound up with
the struggle for the shorter workday – a demand of
major political significance for the working class, as
Alexander Trachtenberg wrote in 1932 as the first
lines of his important pamphlet titled The History of
May Day. Hence, it becomes crucial for the working
class as well as proletarian revolutionaries to keep in
mind the history and significance of May Day. The
struggle for better and humane working conditions
and particularly shorter work hours commenced in
the 18thand 19thcentury, with the commencement of
the factory system in the United States where work
hours of 14 to 18 or even 20 hours per day was
commonplace, and later spread to different parts of
the world. The demand of 10-hour workday was
formulated first which was manifest in the working
class struggles of the 19th century which later took
the shape of an 8-hour workday. However, the 8hour day movement which gave birth to May Day
finds its roots in the United States’ workers’
movement of 1884 when the working class garnered
enough strength to declare that eight hours shall
constitute a legal day's labor from and after May 1,
1886 at the national convention of ‘Federation of
Organized Trades and Labour Unions’ in Chicago
held on 7 October 1884. Subsequently, May Day
became an international movement when the Second
International (an international working-class
organization), in its Paris Congress on 14 July 1889,
adopted a resolution to organize a great
international demonstration (to demand) legal
reduction of the working day to eight hours on May
1.
However, as is expected, this great political struggle
of the working-class was met with vehement
repression and bloodshed by the capitalist state and
many among the ranks of the workers were locked
up and even killed. On the first May Day
demonstrations on May 1, 1886, lakhs of workers in
the United States walked off their jobs and
participated despite threat of violence and oppression
by the police and thugs. Only two days later, on May
3, the police opened fire on a group of striking
workers killing 6 workers and wounding many. To
protest these killings, the workers called for a
meeting at the Haymarket Square in the US State of
Chicago on the following day, which continued
peacefully until being violently disrupted by the
police following which a bomb was thrown at the

crowd. The incident resulted in the death of 4
workers and 7 policemen, which gave the capitalists
a golden opportunity to crush the May Day
movement. 8 working-class leaders, out of which
only 3 were present at the Haymarket Square during
the time of the incident, were immediately arrested
following the Haymarket affair and convicted of
murder by a jury comprising capitalists’ agents and
business leaders. Subsequently, 4 workers, Albert
Parsons, August Spies, George Engel, Adolph
Fischer, were hanged to death, for daring to proclaim
that even workers deserve humane working and
living conditions, to ensure that ‘justice’ prevails
above all.

Poster of public meeting at Haymarket Square, Chicago
on 4 May 1886
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The significance of the May Day struggle, by the
workers of the United States and across the world,
remains as it was two centuries ago, if not more,
since it evokes the historical revolutionary struggles
of the working class against the capitalist class and
manifests the importance of the slogan workers of the
world, unite! However, as the working-class
movement across the world faced relentless attacks
and got weakened, boosted by the capitalist
restoration of the working-class State of the Soviet
Union in the 1950s, the hard-earned rights for the
workers were gradually dismantled by the ruling
capitalist regimes which saw unprecedented
acceleration in the last four decades through rampant
implementation of neo-liberal policies across
countries. The 8-hour workday got reduced to a mere
writing on paper and even 12 to 14-hour workdays
became commonplace. Security of tenure, social
security, safe and humane work environment became
luxuries available only to the few in place of basic
rights for all. Minimum wages stagnated while prices
skyrocketed. Even the right to organize and agitate
was virtually dismantled as the working-class
became more and more disorganized and the ground
became fertile for the ruling class to launch scathing
and relentless attacks on the working class of the
world.
Today, at a time when the world capitalist order finds
itself stuck in a permanent and structural crisis, we
witness an even more authoritarian and fascist shift
in the regimes all across the world. The prime agenda
of these regimes have been the implementation of
anti-worker policies and dismantling of the existing
hard-earned labour legislations to protect the profits
of their masters, particularly in times of crisis, at the
cost of the workers. In India, particularly, we witness
the rise of a fascist power which assumed State
power in 2014 and again in 2019 and has since then
launched a campaign against the working class of the
country. Apart from several anti-worker labour
reforms, breaking the back of the unorganized sector,
which employs 94% of India’s workforce, through
policies like Demonetization and GST, and heavy
expedition of the process of centralization of capital,
it has aimed to launch the fiercest attack on the
working class of India till date by dismantling the
whole apparatus of 44 labour laws and replacing
them with just 4 labour codes having anti-worker
orientations, one of which has already been passed in
the Parliament, that will virtually dismantle the
safeguards of minimum wages, maximum working
hours, social security, security of tenure, forming
unions, safe working conditions among others.
Along with this, a parallel and more visible campaign
of crushing civil liberties, democratic rights and its

movements, along with any form of dissent has also
been launched by the state to further its anti-worker
agenda. Both campaigns are bound to be extensively
expanded with each passing day.

The main slogan of May Day
8 hours for work – 8 hours for rest – 8 hours for what
we will

A significant development since the last few months
has been the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic
which has forced the world to go in a state of
lockdown that has further intensified the existing
crisis of world capitalism to unprecedented levels.
All sectors of the economy and all production
activities are shut down. Naturally, as is the case with
all crises, the brunt is being faced by the workers
across the globe, who have been laid off, facing a
dearth of essentials, poverty, starvation and
unemployment at unparalleled levels at the same
time. While on the other hand, the governments have
been eager to heed to the demands of their masters,
the big capitalist class, of providing them with
multiple stimulus packages to allow them and their
profits to come out of this crisis unscathed.
Naturally, again, these packages are being paid for
by the people’s money, at a time when there exists
an acute shortage of ventilators, test kits, isolation
and quarantine beds, other healthcare facilities,
protective equipments (PPEs) on one hand, and of
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food, shelter and funds for the masses, on the other.
The crisis has led to even further centralization of
capital and further proletarianization of the masses
on an enormous scale. Even the middle class has not
been spared this time and salary and other benefits
cuts including a freeze in Dearness Allowance and
Relief for Central Government employees and
pensioners have been announced till now by the
Government.
The greed of the big capitalist class, even in times of
an epidemic of such scale, leads capitalism to its
worst ever crisis, the worst effects of which are yet
to unfold. Even after a plethora of resources at its
disposal (grains for food, factories for production of
essentials, vacant buildings for housing and
quarantining, hospitals and resources for free
healthcare, labs for free testing, and enormous
amounts of capital) and more than sufficient capacity
to utilize them and provide essentials and healthcare
facilities for free to all the people as well as fighting
the pandemic way more effectively, the system of
capitalism has chosen to focus on its main agenda of
capitalist accumulation and generation of profits at
the cost of the survival of humanity. The
bloodsucking big capitalist class has proclaimed that
it does not want to shed even a single penny even in
such times when the question of survival of humanity
is at stake. Rather, it has decided to crush the
working-class masses and extract even the last drop
of blood and sweat from them to maintain its rule.
The proclamation of 12-hour workday by various
state governments in India, namely of Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Punjab and Himachal Pradesh, and the talks
of implementing the remaining three labour codes
through an ordinance or an executive order, along
with mass layoffs are indicators of this. Hence, it
would only be suitable to say that Capitalism has
now made itself stand in the way of, not only
progress, but survival of humanity.
In such precarious situations, the migrant workers in
various industrial states of India, who were till now
struggling to make ends meet due to the absence of
any source of income and essentials in the
nationwide lockdown have agitated at various
locations yearning to go to their home villages and
towns. Even though not being allowed to move out
of the states initially, after realizing the repercussions
of such agitations, numerous states have started to
bring back the workers from these industrial states to
their homes where further agony, poverty, and
hunger await them in the coming days even after the
Covid-19 outbreak subsides.
On the occasion of May Day in these extremely
tough and unparalleled times, the working-class
must identify the root cause, not only of its suffering,

and but of the danger posed to the survival and
progress of humanity. The root to both the
phenomena will direct them to Capitalism, which,
even though has outlived itself and is bound to
become anachronistic, since crisis-ridden, becomes
more ferocious in its attacks on the working class
with each passing day. To ensure the emancipation
of the working class and thereby, the survival and
progress of humanity, the society must be freed from
the clutches of Capitalism and capitalist greed.
Without this, not only will humanity pay a huge cost
in the fight against Covid-19 pandemic but will pave
way for barbarism and its own destruction, creating
a man-made disaster for itself in the near future.
The working class today must flip the pages of the
history of May Day and take inspiration from their
fellow comrades, in order to unitedly gird themselves
up in the struggle for the overthrow of a system based
on exploitation and inequality for one devoid of
these.
Long Live May Day!

Working class heroes of May Day Movement in Chicago
in the late 19th century.
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COVID-19 & THE ECONOMIC CRISIS
M Aseem
It was Karl Marx who enriched humanity by
developing the scientific methodology of historical
materialism to analyse the system of social
production. But even ancient Greeks in the time of
Aristotle knew that no value could be produced
without employing human labour. Capitalist owners,
shareholders, managers and their courtiers from the
‘intelligentsia’ only partake in the surplus
appropriated from the value produced by workers,
they themselves do not add any value to the stock of
social wealth. Hence only the naïve and simpletons
were applauding when, instead of deploying the
strategy suggested by medical science, extensive
screening and testing with quarantining and isolation
of infected in massive public healthcare facilities to
be urgently created for this purpose, complete and
forced lockdown was imposed by the central
government as the primary method to deal with
Covid-19 pandemic. Those participating in this
comic applause and beating of pots and pans
imagined themselves to be now safe, behind the high
walls of their gated colonies and apartment
‘societies’, from the danger of Corona infection that
will now feed only on the working-class multitudes
in the filthy congested urban slums.

Overwhelming majority of the workers now work
under so-called ‘zero-hour’ contracts, getting paid
wages lower than the value of their labour power
under the weight of huge supply of labour compared
to demand, paid only for the specific time worked
with no regular employment or wages, no labour
laws, no fixed working day, no insurance or health
check-up, no compensation for accidents, ‘free’ from
all shackles in serving the interests of the super
profits of the capitalist class. Hence, while capitalists
have accumulated immense amount of wealth, more
and more workers are being pushed into
pauperization.

NEO-LIBERAL ECONOMIC POLICIES
All the more so as the Covid-19 pandemic has struck
the humanity at a juncture when already moribund
and crisis ridden capitalism has been dismantling
even the modicum of public healthcare facilities
existing earlier by giving full play to neo-liberal
economic policies of privatisation, minimal public
regulation, handing over of all natural resources to
capitalists at throw away prices, lower rates of direct
taxes, ‘austerity’ in expenditure on common public
facilities for education, healthcare, housing,
transport, etc. during last 4 decades. This freed
capitalists from all shackles on intensification of rate
of exploitation through extracting both relative and
absolute surplus value at increasingly higher rates.
This is driven by consistently raising the organic
composition of capital, especially through very high
amounts of investments in fixed capital component
of the constant capital, reducing the proportionate
requirement of employing variable capital or labour
power per unit of output. This has resulted in a huge
reserve army of unemployed labour.
On the other hand, this has ‘freed’ most workers
from whatever minimal protection of labour laws and
collective bargaining under trade unions they had.

EXISTING CRISIS IN THE CAPITALIST ECONOMY
However, as Marx explained, since all value addition
in production process comes from variable capital or
labour power employed, the proportionately lower
quantity of variable capital employed per unit of
output produced, the per unit surplus value or the rate
of profit on per unit capital also tends to decline. But
the increased unit sales at lower price counteracts
this decline in rate of profit and the total profit can
still be higher. However, soon the higher supply of
production at lower value by all the capitalists
chokes the market resulting in the crisis of
overproduction.
Here an additional factor, loan capital, comes into
play since the huge investments in fixed capital
usually come from capital loaned by banks/financial
institutions to industrial capitalists who need to pay
interest on loan capital. This interest comes out of the
surplus value appropriated by the industrial
capitalists on total capital, i.e., they pay a part of the
total profit extracted to the banks. However, when
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the sales decline because of overproduction either the
industrial capitalists reduce production by operating
at lower capacity utilization or produced
commodities cannot be sold. In the first case, total
surplus value appropriated by capitalist itself
declines. In the second case, they cannot realise the
amount of surplus value embedded in commodities
produced, i.e., it cannot be transformed into money
capital by completing sale of the commodity. In both
cases result is loss or reduced profit insufficient to
cover the amount of interest payable to banks on
capital loaned by them. This results in bankruptcies
of many capitalists, as a result of which either they
are liquidated or gobbled up by larger capitalists.
Along with this the crisis spreads to the
banking/financial system as part of the already
loaned capital needs to be written off and more
capital cannot be loaned because of the uncertainty
of creditworthiness as the banks are not sure which
of the borrowers will survive the crisis. Hence, there
might be a situation when markets are overstocked
with goods unable to be sold and banks are full of
money unable to lend.

of circuit of capital as the period of circulation
extended, large number of companies not able to
cover interest payments on borrowed capital from
their operational profits, sharp decline in further
investment in new fixed capital formation, and as a
result, banks as well as other financial capitalists
sitting on huge amounts of accumulated money
capital unable to deploy it in productive capital
(historically low rates of expansion of bank credit to
industry), hence huge increase in financial
speculation. Simultaneously government fiscal
deficit reached sky high as, one, government sought
to keep growth rates high by increased government
expenditure during past few years; two, huge
amounts of tax and fiscal reliefs/incentives were
given to capitalist class; and, three, tax collections
growth first stagnated and has then gone down
absolutely in a stagnating economy. Hence, even the
central government now finds it difficult to provide
any fiscal ‘stimulus’ to the economic cycle, fully
dependent on monetary authority for action. Another
factor is almost bankruptcy of the state government
finances.

CRISIS IN INDIAN ECONOMY

WHY LOCKDOWN?

This same process has been in motion in India since
the neo-liberal policies were first initiated in the
1980s and then accelerated 1991 onwards. Huge
amount of capital investments in constant capital
especially its fixed component has been made since
then while the value of variable capital has declined
proportionately. During this period total corporate
borrowings have sharply increased from
approximately 10-15% of the then GDP to
approximately 60% of the present GDP. After
several smaller crises, this ultimately resulted in
severe financial crisis in 2008 along with the global
financial crisis. At that time ruling class strove to
avert this by increased government expenditure as
well as nudging public sector banks to make huge
loans to the construction and infrastructure sector –
roads, ports, commercial real estate, housing, etc.
and creating an asset price bubble. However, by 2011
this created more intense crisis which among other
things prompted Indian capitalist class to opt for the
rule of fascist party. But that has not helped to
resolve the crisis and it has been further exacerbated
by Demonetisation and implementation of GST.
So, in brief, what was the condition of the Indian
economy when the Covid-19 pandemic struck?
Severely inadequate aggregate demand in the
economy, very low capacity utilisation of the already
installed capacity for nearly a decade (in the range of
65-75% per RBI monetary policy reports), huge drop
in profitability of capital, lengthening of the duration

It was in this crisis ridden situation that the
government, even with sufficient advance notice,
found itself in no position to take the advice of its
own scientific and medical advisors for adopting the
appropriate scientific approach of dealing with the
pandemic – extensive screening and testing of
potential infected persons, identification of
confirmed cases, their quarantining/isolation and
medical assistance in serious cases in urgently built
massive public healthcare facilities and to provide
adequate safety equipment for the healthcare
personnel. Moreover, Modi’s penchant for
spectacular decisions, instead of painstakingly
tedious but patient work, to project himself as a
‘superhuman’ leader and statesman also pushed him
to declare a complete lockdown of common people
and all economic activity, enforced by brute police
power without caring a hoot for the livelihood of
poor masses and providing for any measures to
alleviate their suffering.

IMPACT OF THE LOCKDOWN ON WORKING CLASS
However, in capitalism working class has no means
to live but to sell their labour power. Whole of their
income is equal to the wages paid to them by
capitalists in return for selling their labour power.
They have no property, no financial savings at all to
fall back upon as the value of their labour power is
no more than the value of minimum commodities
required by them to live and reproduce the labour
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power every day. Even with minimal spontaneous
class consciousness workers know this and saw the
dire crisis of stark starvation facing them since, in the
cities, they need to pay for rent, electricity and even
for using toilets in addition to the basic food
necessities. Hence, even if they could trust
government to supply them with rations, they had no
hope of survival there. Therefore, they sort of
immediately revolted against this draconian order by
starting to walk to their rural ‘homes’ where, based
on nostalgia of long-gone days, they hoped to at least
remain alive somehow, though half-hungry, with
their loved ones. However, the Capitalist state
immediately came down upon them with all its brute
might as the capitalist class wants them to remain in
cities for the time when the wheels of industry start
turning again. They will rather have them starve so
that the wages can be further driven down. But many
of them could not be repressed and lakhs of them can
still be seen walking, cycling, taking short distance
lift packed like sardines in covered trucks/containers
in this summer heat, for hundreds and thousands of
kilometers throughout the country to reach their
native villages.
Foremost effect of the lockdown on workers is the
massive spike in unemployment which has already
reached 26% according the latest data published by
Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE) out
of only the 36% working age population
participating in the labour force. Hence effectively
only 27% of the working age population is now
engaged in paid employment. By this we can
visualize the unprecedented huge size of
unemployed labour army created by already going on
economic crisis further accentuated by the current
lockdown. Even IMF has forecasted that it will
potentially push 40 crore more Indian people below
the barely hunger level poverty line, i.e., pauperize
them by making them permanently unemployed or
compelling them to work on meagre wages much
below the value of their labour power. Taking
advantage of this bourgeois state is already amended
the labour laws and provided the working day to be
extended from 8 hours to 12. Moreover, central
government has instructed that workers should not be
allowed to travel back to their villages but be
transported within the same state wherever there is
work, i.e., some capitalists require them. This is
equivalent to imposing forced labour in labour
camps.

IMPACT ON CAPITALIST ECONOMY & FINANCE
In a situation when capitalist economy was already
suffering from shrinking aggregate demand and
industry was working on low installed capacity

utilisation, the lockdown on the one hand has
actually made quite a big part of demand to vanish
overnight as people hunkering down in their homes
lower their consumption, fearful of both the disease
and their precarious finances, on the other hand it has
brought the wheels of industry to a grinding halt
reducing demand for commodities used as constant
capital. This implies, one, sharp lowering of the
amount of total surplus value being extracted by the
capitalist class since no surplus value can be
extracted without employing the workers whose
labour is the sole source of value addition. Second,
circulation period of capital becomes longer and
conversion of surplus already embedded in the
commodities into money capital will be delayed, thus
requiring more working capital and reducing
profitability as less cycles can be completed with
same amount of capital. Third, since the fixed capital
investment is done with loan capital, the amount of
interest due to be paid on that continues to
accumulate despite no surplus being generated or
realised during lockdown. Hence many more
industrial capitalists will find themselves unable to
repay interest to banks. Though Reserve Bank has
asked banks to allow moratorium on repayments for
3 months, instead of reducing interest dues, it will
rather increase them as the compounding effect
comes into play. Therefore, the repayments will
rather become more onerous.

GOVERNMENT MEASURES
Government, RBI and industry all know this. Hence,
to postpone the immediate disaster and find some
way out in the meantime, RBI has allowed banks to
not treat overdue loans as overdue, i.e., declare them
Non Performing Assets (NPA) for 3 months in
addition to the existing window of 3 months and the
government has now brought out an ordinance to
suspend the working of its own much touted ‘reform’
of bankruptcy law for 6 months. This means that the
bankrupt businesses will not be declared bankrupt
and loans will continue to be recognised as good
even if there is no repayment for next 6 months.
However, this cannot alter the reality, only kick the
can down the road.
To lower the interest burden on the industry, RBI has
also made major reduction in interest rates both in
the Repo Rate to 4.40% for banks short of money
borrowing from RBI and in the Reverse Repo Rate
to 3.75% for banks depositing excess money with
RBI. The purpose of Repo Rate reduction is to signal
banks to reduce their lending rate and by reducing
reverse repo rate to force banks to lend more as they
will get much reduced return by parking money with
RBI. However, despite both measures neither the
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lending rate has gone down much, nor the banks have
started lending, though banks have reduced their
deposit interest rates heavily. Statistics released by
RBI show that the banks are parking greater than 7
lakh crores of rupees with RBI through reverse repo
daily at the low rate of 3.75% instead of lending to
industry at much higher rates. At this moment return
in the form of interest has become less important for
banks than the security of principal since banks do
not know which companies will survive the crisis
and which will go down. Same is the case with
industry itself as much of the trade is usually done on
inter-corporate credit but at this juncture no capitalist
is ready to extend credit to other capitalists as there
is no trust on anyone’s creditworthiness. Moreover,
large corporates are saving their own costs by
delaying payments to their Micro Small Medium
(MSME) vendors putting them in even more
precarious position.
Hence, most bourgeois experts are suggesting that
government should take over the existing bad loans
of banks and to provide some kind of future
guarantee to banks if their loans go bad. That means
transferring capitalists’ private losses to the public
finances which will be then balanced through further
‘austerity’ on public services and extortion through
higher indirect taxes and levies, fees, fares, etc. from
public. That means further dose of neo-liberalism of
most pernicious sort.
So, what is the result? First, this will accelerate the
monopolisation as smaller industrial and merchant
capital will face greater difficulties than their larger
competitors and are more at risk of going down.
According to Credit Information company
TransUnion Cibil, risk of default is highest for these
small industries. Second, savers who loan money to
industrial capitalists through intermediation of banks
will have reduced interest incomes as profitability
goes down and more loans are at risk. Many of the
middle-class people securing their future through
savings route will find themselves insecure as the
capitalist class reduces their share in the total surplus
value extracted. Third, many financial institutions
and bank will find it difficult to survive as credit risk
increases, thereby putting savers’ money at risk.
Already one big Mutual Fund Franklin Templeton
has wound down 6 of its schemes and stopped
withdrawals of even a single rupee out of the total
assets
of
Rs.28000
crores.
More
MFs/Banks/NBFCs/Insurance Companies will be in
crisis in coming days as borrowers both in industry
as well as individuals, because of job and salary cuts,
default in loan repayments. Moreover, with layoffs
in jobs and cuts in salaries, many of the middle-class
employees will find themselves unable to maintain

their status and might lose their assets built with bank
loans as paying EMIs will be difficult. Besides, these
assets will lose their existing inflated market prices
producing a loss of wealth effect. Hence, risk of their
proletarianization will increase.

CENTRE-STATE RELATIONS & FINANCES
It is becoming well evident that both centre and state
government finances are in dire straits and fiscal
deficit is quite high because of economic crisis and
doles to the capitalists through lower direct taxes and
other concessions. They are finding it tough to even
pay salaries to their staff and many partial salary
deferments are being announced. The states are in
serious difficulties as they have handed over much of
their taxation rights to Centre through GST and now
find their own hands tied. With regards to the
devolution of taxes in the divisible pool, Centre has
increasingly resorted to collect higher proportion
through surcharges and cesses which are not
classified as taxes and are not included in the
divisible pool. Therefore, the amount of money
devolving to the states by right has consistently gone
down. Centre can distribute rest of the funds at its
discretion based on political choices and conditions
attached. On the other hand, most of the
responsibility of dealing with Covid-19 and related
high expenditure lies on the states. There are reports
that Centre has even forced many industrialists to
contribute to PM-Cares fund and not to the
respective state CM’s Relief Fund. Sensing the
financial difficulty of the states even the banks are
lending to them at high interest rates of 7-8% for 10
years though same banks have liquid money
available to them at 4.40% from RBI through Repo.
Hence, states are becoming more and more
dependent and beholden to centre for funds, thus
constraining their capacity for political dissent and
opposition to central government policies, thus
making India more and more of a centralised state,
leaving it federal only in name.
Thus, the Covid-19 pandemic will further intensify
the capitalist crisis, intensify cutthroat competition
for survival among the capitalists, accelerate
monopolisation in the economy, increase
proletarianisation of petty bourgeois and elite
working class, push more working-class people into
unemployment and abject poverty and sharpen class
contradictions. Besides, it will also exacerbate the
political contradictions within the capitalist class
especially the region to region and centre-state
contradictions on account of the financial and
economic effect of the uneven regional development
under capitalism.
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GRASPING THE REVOLUTIONARY ROLE OF COVID-19
Shekhar
Covid-19 is a new deadly virus of the Corona family.
When it jumped from animals to human beings to
attack the globe, world capitalism was already in
deep structural crisis lying on its death bed. Actually,
it caught world capitalism by its neck while it was
already gasping for life. For the first time in its
history has world capitalism found itself in such
abysmal conditions. It has been shown with clarity
by an invisible virus that world capitalism has
outlived itself and is suppurating like an old
cancerous outgrowth that cannot heal. Covid-19 has
mercilessly shown with an electrifying speed that
world capitalism has not much to offer or contribute
to the well-being of humanity in general and the poor
toiling masses in particular when such a pandemic
has hit or hits again in future.
People of the world have learnt in the last four
months of the pandemic that capitalism has only little
love for human beings. It has shown it still prefers
profit to saving human beings when the pandemic is
on a killing spree. Capitalists and their lackeys can
still choose to rejoice rather than mourn when people
are dying. They choose the problem if the solution of
the problem costs them their profit. Capitalism is a
system that can still opt to destroy the means during
a most serious health crisis if they don't fetch them
profit. Covid-19 has shown all this in just few days.
On the other hand, people are being informed that the
pandemic will stay, and they will have to learn to live
with it or even some new virus may attack in near
future. It automatically stirs everyone's mind to think
and ask: what would happen to humanity, then?
What follows is a deep feeling of desperation, a sense
of unrest and a wave of fear that have already taken
grip of everyone's mind and soul.
The capitalist class is also aware of the danger i.e. the
danger of growing restlessness and desperation
among millions of people around the world.
Capitalists know better than anyone else that once
such a desperation goes out of bound, their days will
be numbered and will soon come to an end. Yet, it
cannot do much to stem this or do away with this
desperation. They are themselves too much
desperate, albeit for other reasons i.e. for saving their
empire built up on profit even at the cost of
humanity. Capitalism and humanity are at
loggerheads with each other. Here in lies its
revolutionary role as Covid 19 has brought this
contradiction to the fore and in the open. That it has
brought capitalism quite near to its end is a matter of
great historical importance. It has forced history to
move quickly by leaps and bounds. It has inspired

the
historical
process
of
revolutionary
transformation of the world. In other words, it has
decreed the demise of capitalism sooner than later.
However, it depends upon what role the
revolutionary forces play in this situation. As of now,
an un-surmountable Chinese wall seems to exist
between what they are doing and what they ought to
be doing. The present situation, as we concretely
analyze them, requires the revolutionary forces to put
up such immediate demands as those, and in such a
fashion, that facilitate the widening of scope of class
battles i.e. that can be merged with the call that may
grow and resound in the streets demanding to get rid
of capitalist system as a whole, as and when
warranted by the emerging situations. It, of course,
needs a lot of 'painful' patience and careful and
correct study of the ever-changing situations. To be
a Leninist is to precisely know how to master this art
in the times of ever-growing uncertainties of the
length and breadth of an ongoing crisis. This is the
least that every practical revolutionary needs to
learn.
Today capitalism can gift us only unemployment,
hunger, death and ever widening inequality. It
forcibly sends a large chunk of population to the
gallows of hunger and poverty. Yet people were not
so much frustrated and disappointed as they are
today after Covid-19 outbreak and the trail of death
and destruction it has brought with itself. As if at the
point of a death penalty and with a vengeance,
Covid-19 has proved beyond doubt that capitalism
has really failed; that capitalist states in general and
those committed to neoliberal economic policies in
particular are failed states and it (capitalism) can no
longer in future be reformed or reshaped according
to the needs and well-being of humanity. Its limit
stands exposed more than ever before. It stands
mostly clear that decay is beyond repair. Those who
didn't see it before have been enabled by Covid-19 to
see it now.
The crux of the matter at the moment is that people
are dying more due to hunger, poverty, inequality,
unemployment and lack of public health care, all the
creations of capitalism, than the pandemic itself
which is again a creation and an outcome of the same
capitalist greed. This is more than a health crisis now.
It has grown into a general crisis of humanity not
manageable by world capitalism. It demands the
capitalist states to act swiftly, on the one hand, to
mitigate the vulnerability within the health care
system and, on the other hand, to put in place all the
fundamental welfare measures in action to meet the
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huge economic challenges posed by manifold
increase in unemployment affecting livelihood of
millions of people around the world. It is now clear
that given its historical limit imposed by the social
relation within the ambit of which it has to operate,
capitalism cannot cater to such huge basic needs of
serving the humanity.Covid-19 has thus helped in
exposing the limits of capitalism on such a big scale
that was otherwise not possible in near future. Its
invasion has accelerated this much needed education
of the people on such a gigantic scale, otherwise and
hitherto impossible. In this sense, it is really like a
world war that has intensified and aggravated all the
contradiction of world capitalism to their utmost.
Here in exactly lies the positive role of Covid19 as it
has helped the world to nakedly see the impossibility
of survival of humanity if capitalism remains seated
in the driver's cabin. As it is now in the stage of
permanent crisis and is bereft of any fresh life, world
capitalism is unable to confront the pandemic, even
though its material capacity under its command has
never been in question. If humanity has to be saved,
capitalism has to give way to some other social
system that is not driven by profit motive and gives
priority to the well-being of the whole society in
general and the workers and toilers in particular.
Let us make no mistake. Neither the rich people nor
the rich countries are in fact going to be spared. They
are equally at serious risk so far as chances of
contracting Covid-19 is concerned and world
capitalism has not much to save them either. The
situation in the super rich countries like in the US,
Britain, Italy, Spain or in France is not in any way
better. In the US, the president Trump has already
said that there is nothing to worry about even if few
lakhs of people die of pandemic. It will be rather
good for the economy, he says. Rich and well-off
people cannot live and survive forever without the
poor men's services.
If the poor are left to contract infection by neglecting
their economic, social and cultural well-being, rich
and wealthy people will also get infected. Similarly,
super rich countries cannot survive forever in
isolation with the poor countries that have, suppose
for a moment, been left to mend for themselves
against Covid-19. Globalization cannot be reversed
and countries cannot shrink into themselves now. If
it is possible, let us suppose, then this trend will lead
every district, every town and every locality to shrink
into themselves which is impossible. The laws of
movement and development of capital doesn't and
will not allow such things to happen. Only people
like Modi can say such a stupid thing, like what he
said in his online conversation with all the
sarpanches of the country, that Covid-19 has taught

every village a lesson in self-reliance. This is clearly
stupid to talk like this under modern day capitalism.
It is probably aimed at covering up his own utter
failure with such silly jargons.
This is probably the reason that even a good number
of hardcore bourgeois economists, who till yesterday
could be seen batting for complete privatization of
health care services i.e. privatization till the
disinvestment of whatever public is remaining, are
now saying that public health care system must be
revamped and widened. This is for the same reason
that the imperialist institutions like IMF are saying
that government expenditure must be increased in
empowering pubic heath care system, even though it
incurs huge fiscal deficit.
This is how Covid-19 has changed the content and
direction of discourse which otherwise seemed next
to impossible. From The Hindu and The Guardian to
The Financial Times, the discussion has bent towards
a new terrain where it is being suggested to go from
private control to state control form, just another
holy cow of the same capitalism. Is this possible at
this stage? However, the significance of this is not
that whether it is possible as an accomplished fact or
not. The real significance is that the days of
capitalism are numbered as whatever space and
scope was left with it for further manipulation and
maneuver has been hastened by Covid-19 to expire
and exhaust. Whether private control or state
control, not much scope is possible for rejuvenation
of capitalism. This has certainly paved the way for
Socialist transformation of society if working class
revolutionary forces take up the cudgel and play their
historically determined role in time. Very soon, it
may start reflecting in people's imagination.
So far world capitalism has only one reliable method
to fight Corona, lock downs, with which it wants to
break the chain of its transmission and buy time for
other preparations to fight the Corona pandemic. But
what much preparations can an irreversibly crisisridden capitalism undertake? In no way is it prepared
to treat and test all, while on the other hand, Covid19 has left with us only one of the two choices. It we
have longer spells of lock downs, crisis-ridden
economy will finally collapse that may claim the
lives of millions and millions of people because of
hunger as the fall out of unemployment resulting
from the collapse of economy. Suicides will take
place in great numbers. On the other hand, if we get
rid of lock downs in favour of ailing economy to
revive, without having completed testing, isolating
and treating all, the spread of the pandemic will kill
millions yet again. Thus, we are face to face with the
Sophie's choice.
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Just look at some figures showing the depth of the
crisis continuing since long and for more than a
decade before now. Even before the outbreak of
Corona pandemic 18 million died each year from
various poverty related causes and problems.
Similarly, the total global production of all types of
grain is so large that it can feed 1.8 times the total
global population. Even then, more than half the
global population usually go hungry. In crisis periods
like the one we are facing today hit by the Corona
pandemic, the number of people going hungry are
unusually very high, sometimes even more than 1.5
times the normal.
Some may, however, argue that it is so because
capitalism has not been as much developed in other
parts of the world as in the advance capitalist
countries. Even a few 'revolutionaries' argue like
this, particularly those who assert that the problems
of poverty, hunger, shelter and unemployment etc.
are still remaining unmitigated because of
predominance of pre-capitalist social relations and
hence cherish the dream that a democratic revolution
that will establish capitalist relations will open the
door of prosperity for the people at large. But the
statistics prove to the contrary. Poverty related
problems
such
as
hunger,
malnutrition,
homelessness and debt in the advanced capitalist
countries have been on sharp rise. A single data
related with the US is enough to blast this myth. The
figures constantly pouring in now-a-days from the
mecca of world capitalism are very staggering. For
example, there are more than five vacant homes for
every homeless person in the US, yet many millions
of Americans including white do not have permanent
homes. 77.5 percent of US households are in debt
and 1 out 7 American residents is pursued by a debt
collector.
There also exist an intimate connection between
crisis-ridden capitalism and ecological crises, too.
The current pandemic is the latest manifestation of
this connection which, in its own turn, has
summoned a death warrant to capitalism. Naturally,
the death warrant is automatically served upon the
whole mankind via capitalism as we all live in a
social system governed by capital.
Thus, Corona has forced the whole mankind in one
way or the other to reconsider their faith in
capitalism.
Why can super rich capitalist countries not provide
free healthcare? Just because the big shareholders in
the pharmaceutical and insurance industries don't
want it as they are more concerned about their
profits. Why can't they provide homes to the
homeless? Because the big financial magnets in
finance, insurance, and real estate industries (FIRE)

are against public housing and view it as an
impediment to their widening share of the market
and profit. In the US the Federal Reserve Bank didn’t
hesitate to pump 1.5 trillion dollars into the plunging
stock market but a not a cent was invested in public
debt relief, nor any amount was spent on a
moratorium on evictions and foreclosures, or
towards the development of medical infrastructure to
make up for a massive short fall in masks, ICU beds
and ventilators until pressure was mounted. Only
then, a Congressional bill for Covid-19 relief was
endorsed and that, too, was provided with a corporate
friendly loophole. Nearly eighty percent of workers
were left out of a 14-day federally mandated and
funded medical leave benefit. It is only now when
more than 5o thousands have already died that a
substantial financial intervention for relief has been
done.
Many would argue that it is just the lack of will,
otherwise, even the bourgeois system also could do a
lot of things to contain the virus while at the same
time take ample care of the masses. It prompts us to
take up reformist position by only calling upon the
masses to fight for relief instead of giving a call to
change the system as a whole. The question is
whether or not the contemporary world capitalism is
in a position to demonstrate any such a 'will'.
Moreover, 'will' is not at all an independent actor.
From where can such a progressive 'will' at all come,
if the world capitalist has completely exhausted of
any such progressivism? Isn't it expecting too much
from a 'hugely centralized' capitalism? Will the pace
of centralization be ever stopped or reversed. Yes,
some pro-people cosmetic and face-lifting measures
may be taken just precisely to defer the already
summoned death warrant to borrow some life till the
other 'crisis' time. Beyond that there can be
absolutely no such 'will' that may do 'a lot' to prevent
its demise in near future. However strong 'will' it may
fetch, but it cannot be long lasting.
Lastly, capitalism cannot provide even a modicum of
welfare to its people fighting the menace of a
pandemic. Rather, it has been in perpetual war the
people all the time since the recent few decades when
it slipped into permanent crisis. This cannot be
reversed unless it is overthrown, and class relations
changed completely. A crisis like the one hit by Covid19 have made imperative to completely dismantle the
present system and to build on its ruins a new society
led by the modern proletariat. Only that will give free
access to healthcare, housing, and all other prime
necessities of life based on socialization of production.
The failed capitalism is not just incapable, but also a
drag on humanity. Covid-19 has clearly shown all this
beyond any doubt.
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COVID-19 PANDEMIC: SOME HEALTH CARE RELATED
AND POLITICAL OBSERVATIONS
Prasad V
The whole world population is fighting with Covid19 pandemic. The number of infected people has
already reached multi-million. The death rate due to
this illness is unexpectedly high in advanced
capitalist countries of Europe and America.
Neither any specific medicine is available for the
treatment of this disease nor is any vaccine
developed till now. The world population as such
has not developed acquired immunity as the infection
is totally new to the world. These have made the
pandemic a real threat to the humanity.
On 2019 December 8, the World health organization
has reported the first diagnosed case of Corona
infection from Wuhan of China. The first death
happened on December 27. The virus was isolated
on December 30th from a patient’s throat swab. On
January 12th, the Chinese scientists have made the
genetic structure of the virus which has been
informed to the World Health Organization. As
Viruses are named based on their genetic structure to
facilitate the development of diagnostic tests,
vaccines and medicines, this virus was named as
severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2
(SARS-CoV-2) following that.
From the speed at which the infection was spreading
in Wuhan, it was clear for the world by then that the
virus is highly contagious. Further in order to
manage illness it is necessary to have large number
of ventilators, oxygen supply and intensive care unit
setup. This is in addition to the large number of beds
required for treatment in isolation wards. But except
some of the developed countries like the South Korea
and Germany, the remaining capitalist world has not
made any preparedness for facing the situation. In
the main the administrations of the advanced
capitalist countries failed in front of the spread of the
epidemic, the Italy, Spain and United States of
America being the worst affected. England, France,
Belgium, Netherlands, Russia etc. following the
same path.
From the threat the American President Donald
Trump has made on the Indian administration for the
import of Hydroxychloroquine and Chloroquine it is
clear that how much the US administration has
become frustrated. Both these drugs are basically
anti-malarial drugs and have not proved its
effectiveness in treatment of Covid-19. More than

that, these drugs were having cardiac toxicity as side
effect. As a large number of people died out in this
pandemic was already with co-morbidity of cardiac
problem, there is high probability that these drugs
may add to that. Still they have decided to
indiscriminately use the same medicine. Thus, the
USA has proved beyond doubt that they are a
superpower only in question of weapons and
policing. When coming to the question of even
protecting their citizens from a pandemic, they are
much behind many capitalist countries including
some emerging ones. The condition of the most
advanced European capitalist countries also is the
same. We have to examine the factors that led to
such a situation.

THE COVID-19 FURTHER ESTABLISHED THE
BANKRUPTCY OF NEO LIBERALISM
In those countries where the policies of neoliberalism
was implemented in healthcare, depending on its
degree, the people's life was made further bitter.
United States as well as some of the European
countries, are examples to this. From 1990 onwards,
many of these countries were trying to continuously
destroy whatever was existing in the healthcare
system in government sector due to the said policies.
This particular outlook consider that the market and
market only will solve all the problems. But the
Covid-19 outbreak and the response to it shows that,
the markets may not solve the problems at all. On
the other hand, in many situations, the market may
prevent any meaningful response to pandemics like
Covid-19.
The United States as well as other capitalist countries
were maligning their state sector particularly the
healthcare delivery system for the last four decades
in order to privatize that. Because, according to the
mentors of capitalism there is no alternative to
neoliberalism. The bankruptcy of neoliberalism is
very clear if we compare the responses as well as the
results of the action of both China and USA to covid19 crisis as both became epicenters in succession.
In the beginning when an unknown pathogen has
infected their population, China took steps those
were unknown hither to in history to contain the
spread of the pathogen. During the entire period, the
US administration was demonizing the Chinese
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attempts. After the meticulous work of months, the
pandemic came to control in China particularly in its
epicenter Wuhan. On the contrary, the United States
approached the issue non-seriously. Later they are
paying for it. Its people are dying without any
treatment in thousands. Many people don't have
even the money for treatment. Why because, in
America mostly it is the private hospitals that run.
For the middle-class population there is an insurance
system in operation. The hospitals have to assess the
economic condition of the patient first. This includes
the assessment of the insurance policy also. The
reports from there shows that the doctors are
supposed to treat the patients only depending on the
nature of coverage got to the patients from the
insurance companies. In Covid-19, infected patients
have to pay up to Rs. 35 - 40 lakhs for treatment in
private hospitals there. Naturally, large number of
patients avoid any treatments at all.
Putting the politicians like President Trump in the socalled wealthiest economy of the world into shame,
now the concerned people are trying to mobilize
donations in order to pay for hospital bills. This is
the ultimate result of making the entire system
subservient to market.
Another question that may come in this regard is that,
why the US administration is trying to develop a
hostile attitude towards China through its media and
influence all over the world? It is very clear that the
American administration and system is now exposed
in front of its own people. Now they want to put the
blame on somebody else. Through this they can save
their face and someway justify the inadequate health
care delivery system in USA.
The responses made by the WHO and its top officials
in different times make it clearly evident that the
response to pandemic by China was much superior
to that of the US. This is due to the presence of a
huge state-run health care delivery system that has
been built up long back with the socialist system. It
is worthwhile here to look into some of the responses
made by the WHO officials in this regard.
“In the face of a previously unknown virus, China
has rolled out perhaps the most ambitious, agile and
aggressive disease containment effort in history,”
states the report of the WHO mission of 25
international medical experts which toured to China
to examine the COVID-19 epidemic in February
2019. “China’s bold approach to contain the rapid
spread of this new respiratory pathogen has changed
the course of a rapidly escalating and deadly
epidemic.”

“If I get COVID, I’m going to China,” said Dr.
Bruce Aylward, the WHO’s Assistant DirectorGeneral and head of the agency’s COVID-19
mission. “They know how to keep people alive.”
“What I saw was a tremendous sense of
responsibility, and of duty, to protect their families,
their communities, and even the world, from this
disease,” reflected Aylward. “I left with such a deep
sense of admiration for the people of Wuhan and for
Chinese society in general.”
Categorically rejecting the charges that China spread
the virus to other countries, WHO Director-General
Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said, “[China’s]
actions actually helped prevent the spread of
coronavirus to other countries.”
“I am declaring a public health emergency of
international concern over the global outbreak of
coronavirus, not because of what is happening in
China, but because of what is happening in other
countries,” said Tedros, as he is known. “In many
ways, China is actually setting a new standard for
outbreak response.”
In any well-established capitalist country, even if the
leader or the head of the state wants to save the
population from such type of a pandemic due to
humanitarian considerations, they are helpless.
Because they have to abide by the law of capitalism
which stands for maximum profit in any situation. In
this case they have to depend upon the
pharmaceutical companies as well as the chain of
private hospitals for treatment. But these institutions
will work only for their profit. This makes the
condition of the people worse. Even a capitalist
country like Spain understood this matter. That is
why they have decided to nationalize the private
hospital system even if temporarily.
Even the response to pandemic is guided by the
insatiable appetite to profit is clear from some of the
responses by capital. The U.S. as well as its drug
companies are making all efforts to profit from the
crisis, looking for getting a monopoly over potential
treatments like drugs and vaccines. The Californiabased drug company, Gilead Sciences, has
developed a drug that could possibly treat COVID19. They have entered into a legal battle in order to
prevent any Chinese company from utilizing the
product or using it for treatment. Even after that the
share price of Gilead Sciences was skyrocketing due
to the probability of making a fortune out of the
covid-19 treatment.
In another incident, the U.S. government has offered
“large sums of money” to a German medical
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company for exclusive marketing rights to a potential
COVID-19 vaccine, igniting wrath of even the
German government.
Coming again to the reaction of Trump to China, it is
a general principal that the right wing politicians try
to find the solution to the problem by blaming some
minority, that also often a weak minority, or some
other people and fanning up a majoritarian
sentiment. The irresponsible American politicians
are now pushing the responsibility of the pandemic
to the Chinese. They are making extremely hostile
comments like ‘Chinese virus’, ‘Chinese Communist
Virus’, etc. The very same response we can see in
India also. The Modi administration has also tied its
best to communalize the spread of disease in India by
charging upon a particular community implicating
that they are spreading the illness. For the people's
life is concerned such type of right-wing politics is a
hell.

GLOBAL HEALTH EXPERTISE:
EXPOSES COOKED UP REPORT

COVID-19

The US-based Nuclear Threat Initiative and the
Johns Hopkins School of Public Health’s Center for
Health Security compiled a chart showing ratings
from the 2019 Global Health Security Index, which
was circulated at the beginning of the coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19) outbreak. This was an
assessment of 195 countries’ capacity to face
infectious disease outbreaks. The first in ranking
was the USA followed by United Kingdom. While
the South Korea was ranked 9th China to the 51st
position. All African countries occupied the bottom.
The Covid-19 proved that the first and second ranks
in the chart - the United States and UK where the
worst performers in response to the pandemic. Both
the countries failed to do widespread testing as
required by the WHO. Why to say that, both of them
failed to provide with adequate number of materials,
even mask. Even in both these countries the security
necessities of the health workers were not even
satisfied. Many of the Asian countries like China,
South Korea, Singapore, etc. performed much well
compared with the UK and USA. China and Cuba
again came to the forefront of worldwide fight
against the pandemic. Both of the countries sent
teams of experts to different countries. This shows
in clear-cut terms, how these charts and reports are
being made about the expertise of different countries.

THE KERALA MODEL AND HOW IT WORKED
The only State in India where the government has
approached somewhat seriously the management of

the Covid-19 pandemic is Kerala. This attempt has
given hitherto broadly good results also. But
attributing the entire credit of the same to the present
government is with narrow political motive. One has
to be careful of that. On the other hand, the good
results obtained in Kerala is to be seen in the
backdrop of the high literacy rate and superior health
care delivery system in existence in comparison with
other states.
Kerala was the first state in the country to report a
Covid-19 virus case in late January. Further, the
state faced another potentially disastrous challenge a disproportionately high number of foreign arrivals
as there are millions of Keralites working all over the
world particularly in the health care which has a high
potential of interaction with Covid-19 patients
particularly from European countries. But the state
has taken up that challenge. Screening at airports
was tightened, and travelers from nine countries —
including Covid-19virus hot spots such as Iran and
South Korea — were required to quarantine at home
starting Feb. 10, two weeks before India put similar
restrictions into place.
The state where the influence of the renaissance was
deep, and the Left has been in power for many years
since 1950s has invested comparatively better in
public education and universal health care. Kerala
has the highest literacy rate and benefits from the
best-performing public health care system in the
country. It tops India’s rankings on neonatal
mortality, birth immunizations, life expectancy and
many other health indicators. Along with the system
of hospitals, the availability of specialists at primarycare facilities is better compared with other states.
Further it is to be added here with emphasis that
without the higher literacy rate and system of
universal education that is existing in this state, the
achievements in the healthcare system were not
possible.
The strength of its health-care system allowed it to
follow the WHO’s recommendations on aggressive
testing, even as central agencies maintained that
mass testing was not feasible in a country like India.
Through the first week of April, Kerala had
conducted more than 15,000 tests. By comparison,
Andhra Pradesh, a much more populous state with a
similar number of cases, had carried out nearly 8,000
tests, while Tamil Nadu, with more than double the
number of cases, had done more than 12,700 tests.
It is to be kept in mind in this situation that, in recent
decades both the left and right governments have
tried their best to dismantle the health care delivery
system that has been built through decades of
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struggle of last century. But due to people’s opinion
mobilization and their consciousness as well as
movements, the governments failed to dismantle
that.
Since 1990 onwards in Kerala also there occurred
huge investments in private hospital services. In
order to serve the private hospitals, both the left and
right governments have tried to discredit its own
public health care delivery system. Even though
there are so many large private hospitals in Kerala,
the moment of calamity proved beyond doubt that
none of them could do anything for peoples benefit.
It is only the government system of hospitals and
health staff that has taken up the challenge. Without
such a system no government could function
effectively in such calamities is the fact.

CUBA: AN
SOLIDARITY

EXAMPLE

OF

INTERNATIONAL

A country that has come in the attention of the world
people by its attitude towards the pandemic is Cuba.
The tiny socialist country, Cuba developed its
economy and healthcare delivery system by fighting
the illegal and inhuman embargo imposed upon it by
the United States of America. The loss that has been
incurred to Cuba due to the embargo is considered to
be near to 1 trillion dollars. That is equal to their 14
years of GDP. Still they have not given up the fight.
The US tried their best to bring Cuba under their
control. Each and every possible game was played
for that. They had to fight the continuous dengue
fever outbreak in 1980s without medicines at all.
Still the Cubans believe that the dengue attack was
caused by the United States. In fighting that they
have developed the interferon Alpha 2B (IFNrec), an
antiviral recombinant which was instrumental in
saving the life of thousands of people in China in
Covid-19 pandemic. The western countries failed to
know even about the medicine because of the
embargo. Cuba was not having the right to market
the medicines in the west due to that. But even after
that, today Cuba is sending the medical teams to
dozens of countries as well as medicines and
equipment. In this way Cuba is playing openly their
politics of international solidarity.
Nobody can fight a pandemic individually. Neither
a village nor a province nor a country alone can fight
a pandemic. In the present-day world where
hundreds of countries are linked in hundreds of ways,
only an international response can fight a pandemic
like covid-19. That needs a culture of international
solidarity and fraternity. The culture of hatred that is
today dominating in the world due to the right-wing

politics has no future in this regard. One can see that
the present world leaders like Modi and Trump
trying their best to utilize even a pandemic situation
in order to attain their intolerant interests by
propagating the politics of hatred against different
types of minorities.
In the United States, presidential election is
approaching in November.
Regarding the
management of Covid-19 is concerned, present
president Mr. Donald Trump is an absolute failure.
He cannot approach the American public in this way
as he is completely exposed in front of the US public
due to his irresponsible attitude as well as foolish
statements. But right-wing politicians like Trump
usually solves the problem by creating sentiment
against some type of minorities by putting the
responsibility upon them. Today the United States is
trying to malign China in order to achieve that. Like
that, when the leaders like Modi and Trump are
playing this narrow politics of selfishness, a small
country like a Cuba is emerging as a concrete
example of international brotherhood and solidarity.
Here lies the historic importance of that country
representing the future.
Further, the American and European culture of
recognizing only individual freedom without any
control has nothing to do with fighting an
international pandemic. The necessary conditions
for humanity becoming victorious in such pandemics
are, a publicly owned health care delivery system,
educated population, the culture of international
solidarity and opinion mobilization against inhuman
conditions of life imposed by present day capitalism.
As a result of its socialist economy and health care
based on that, Cuba has a higher life expectancy than
the United States and lower infant mortality – two
basic symbols of quality of a country’s health care
system – despite being a beleaguered island whose
economy and resources are severely limited by the
60-year strangulation of the U.S. embargo. Cuba
produces more doctors per capita than any other
nation and is a world leader in preventive and
primary care medicine.
Usually more than 50,000 Cuban doctors serve in
over 60 countries. In times of crisis, Cuba’s health
care workers are always on the front lines. As Cuban
Foreign Minister Bruno Rodríguez Parrilla tweeted
recently, quoting Fidel Castro, “In international
relations we practice our solidarity with actions, not
with beautiful words.” Cuban Medical Brigades treat
Covid-19 patients worldwide now. On March 22, a
group of 52 Cuban doctors and nurses arrived in Italy
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to treat patients in Lombardy, the epicenter of the
Italian outbreak.
Cuba has a long history of sending doctors around
the world to serve in disaster areas, since the
revolution. They sent a medical team to Chile after
a terrible earthquake that killed 5,000 people.
Following the Chernobyl disaster in 1990, Cuba has
flown 18,000 affected people to Cuba to be treated
and cared for. They have also undertaken massive
nationwide blood donation drives to support
international disaster response efforts.
In 2005, Cuba created the Henry Reeve International
Medical Brigade, a voluntary force of Cuban doctors
who specialize in providing medical care in
situations such as epidemics and natural calamities.
The doctors now fighting Covid-19 in Italy and
somewhere else are part of this group. Henry Reeve
was a 19th century American soldier, a former Union
Army drummer boy who in 1868, at age 18, joined
the Cuban Army of Liberation in their war against
Spain and died in battle eight years later. The World
Health Organization gave the Brigade the prestigious
public health award in 2017 “in recognition of its
emergency medical assistance to more than 3.5
million people in 21 countries affected by disasters
and epidemics”.
During the Ebola outbreak of 2014, Cuba sent over
460 doctors and nurses to lead the fight in West
Africa against the disease. The Henry Reeve Brigade
represented the single largest medical operation on
the ground in Sierra Leone, Guinea and Liberia.
When a British cruise ship was stranded in the
Bahamas in mid-March 2020 with over 1,000 people
onboard, including five confirmed Covid-19 cases
and many other passengers and crew showing
symptoms, Cuba was the only nation to extend the
hand of friendship to the stranded people. Every
other nearby Caribbean nation, including the U.S.,
refused. While most passengers flew back to the UK,
those not well enough to travel were taken to nearby
hospitals for treatment. The Cuban Ministry of
Foreign Affairs said in a statement, “These are times
of solidarity, of understanding health as a human
right, of reinforcing international cooperation to face
our common challenges.”

NEOLIBERALISM
AND
ITS
UNDERLYING
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE NEWER VIRAL DISEASES
The results of the human interaction with nature is
summed by the great leader of the proletariat
Frederick Engels one hundred years ago. The
contradictions between an exploitative, short-term

relationship of humanity to nature and the long-term
problems that would inevitably engender is outlined
in his “The Part Played by Labor in the Transition
from Ape to Man”.
“Let us not, however, flatter ourselves overmuch on
account of our human victories over nature. For each
victory nature takes its revenge on us. Each victory,
it is true, in the first place brings about the results we
expected, but in the second and third places it has
quite different, unforeseen effects which only too
often cancel out the first. The people who, in
Mesopotamia, Greece, Asia Minor and elsewhere,
destroyed forests to obtain cultivable land, never
dreamed that by removing along with the forests the
collecting centers and reservoirs of moisture they
were laying the basis for the present forlorn state of
those countries. When the Italians of the Alps used
up the pine forests on the southern slopes, so
carefully cherished on the northern slopes, they had
no inkling that by doing so they were thereby
depriving their mountain springs of water for the
greater part of the year, making possible for them to
pour still more furious torrents on the plains during
the rainy season… Thus at every step we are
reminded that we by no means rule over nature like
a conqueror over a foreign people, like someone
standing outside of nature—but that we, with flesh,
blood and brain, belong to nature, exist in its midst,
and that all our mastery of it consists in the fact that
we have the advantage of all other creatures of being
able to learn its laws and apply them correctly”.
This approach is essentially different from the
mechanically materialistic outlook the bourgeois
revolution held till then. While for bourgeoisie the
relationship of humanity to nature is one sided, for
Engels, it is a mutually interpenetrative relationship.
For that reason itself humanity has to be extremely
careful in dealing with the nature. Due to its
insatiable profit motive, often the bourgeoisie forgets
that.
As the new crisis we are dealing with has its origin
directly from the nature, let us examine some aspects
of that. The track through which the Covid-19 virus
reached the humans from animals is exactly not
known to us still now. Without knowing that each
country is putting the blame on other country
initiated by the USA due to the pressure from its
internal politics.
But the relationship of the
pandemic with meat production practices where
profit is the only motive due to the imposition of the
principles of neoliberalism goes unnoticed.
Here we are clear that the Covid-19 virus has come
from the animals to the human. This is not the first
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time the viruses are transmitted from animals to
humans. If we examine the history of last one
century, most of the diseases that has become the
massive killers were viral diseases spread in this
way. From Spanish flu to Asian flu, the Hong Kong
flu, AIDS, Nipah virus, Swine flu, Ebola virus,
Covid-19, etc. are all examples to this.
Modern industrial farming, with enormous facilities,
housing thousands of animals and birds, creates
favorable conditions for the viruses, which these
species carry to combine and develop variants which
can then cross to humans. The flu family of viruses
has shown this repeatedly. The spread of cultivation
into areas which were previously habitats for wild
species also brings us into contact with new, deadly
diseases. Ebola, for example, is carried by a species
of fruit bat, which when deprived of its usual habitat
by development has a habit of taking up residence in
palm oil plantations. Invasions into the bat’s
territory for palm oil production correlates with the
major Ebola outbreaks.
The point here is that the newer infections like the
present Covid-19 outbreak are not caused by local
failings but are an inescapable part of the way that
global agribusiness concerns go about their business.
Along with many others, this subject is well studied
by Rob Wallace who wrote his 'Big Farms Make Big
flu' which is a celebrated work. As Rob Wallace
commented in his said book, ‘they are the inevitable
result of ‘an ecological system built on growing
money first.’ As Wallace suggests, rather than
naming the diseases after the species we think they
came from, like swine flu or avian flu, we should call
them after the multinational that owns the facility
they developed in. It would at least show where the
real fault lies.
Part of the interview with Rob Wallace as seen in
‘Marx 21’ is given below which explains the basic
understanding well:
You have been researching epidemics and their
causes for several years. In your book ‘Big Farms
Make Big Flu’, you attempt to draw these
connections between industrial farming practices,
organic farming and viral epidemiology. What are
your insights?
The real danger of each new outbreak is the failure
–or better put—the expedient refusal to grasp that
each new Covid-19 is no isolated incident. The
increased occurrence of viruses is closely linked to
food production and the profitability of multinational
corporations. Anyone who aims to understand why
viruses are becoming more dangerous must
investigate the industrial model of agriculture and,

more specifically, livestock production. At present,
few governments, and few scientists, are prepared to
do so. Quite the contrary.
When the new outbreaks spring up, governments, the
media, and even most of the medical establishment
are so focused on each separate emergency that they
dismiss the structural causes that are driving
multiple marginalized pathogens into sudden global
celebrity, one after the other.
Who is to blame?
I said industrial agriculture, but there’s a larger
scope to it. Capital is spearheading land grabs into
the last of primary forest and smallholder-held
farmland worldwide. These investments drive the
deforestation and development leading to disease
emergence. The functional diversity and complexity
these huge tracts of land represent are being
streamlined in such a way that previously boxed-in
pathogens are spilling over into local livestock and
human communities. In short, capital centers, places
such as London, New York, and Hong Kong, should
be considered our primary disease hotspots.
…………………
What is the role of multinational companies in this
process?
Planet Earth is largely Planet Farm at this point, in
both biomass and land used. Agribusiness is aiming
to corner the food market. The near-entirety of the
neoliberal project is organized around supporting
efforts by companies based in the in the more
advanced industrialized countries to steal the land
and resources of weaker countries. As a result, many
of those new pathogens previously held in check by
long-evolved forest ecologies are being sprung free,
threatening the whole world.
What effects do the production methods of
agribusinesses have on this?
The capital-led agriculture that replaces more
natural ecologies offers the exact means by which
pathogens can evolve the most virulent and
infectious phenotypes. You couldn’t design a better
system to breed deadly diseases.
How so?
Growing genetic monocultures of domestic animals
removes whatever immune firebreaks may be
available to slow down transmission. Larger
population sizes and densities facilitate greater rates
of transmission. Such crowded conditions depress
immune response. High throughput, a part of any
industrial production, provides a continually
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renewed supply of susceptible, the fuel for the
evolution of virulence. In other words, agribusiness
is so focused on profits that selecting for a virus that
might kill a billion people is treated as a worthy risk.
In short, one important domain that developed along
with the agricultural business is meat business.
Large farms of cows, sheep, chicken, swine, rabbit,
etc. has been opened in different parts of the world.
With the further development of the fast food culture
which bases itself or non-vegetarian products, a big
push has been given to the above said business.
Along with the emergence of fast food chains, the
production of meat also came under big capital. How
to produce maximum meat with minimum cost is the
natural logic of capital in this domain also.
With the introduction of neoliberalism and
globalization in the beginning of 1980s, the centers
of third world where the production can be done most
cost effective has turned to be the centers of big farm
production. It is in this period, many towns of China
also have emerged as centers of meat production and
business. But it is not confined to China alone. More
or less the same condition is there in the United State
also. More than that many of the big capitalist firms
that is operative in China in big farms is owned by
the US and European capital. So, this is the essence
of the problem.

COVID-19: THE LESSONS FROM SPANISH FLU
The influenza pandemic, known as the Spanish Flu,
killed 50–100 million people worldwide, hammering
an already helpless population at the culmination of
World War I in 1918–20. Recent studies show that
40% of the deaths were due to starvation and lack of
nutrition leading to deterioration in immunity of
people. That should have been a lesson to all leaders
who think that such a pandemic can be fought out
with lockdown alone.
One century latter more or less the same condition
we are facing today in India. With the sudden
declaration of lockdown in India, tens of thousands
of migrant workers had to travel five hundred to
thousand kilometers by walk from Delhi to their
native places in UP or Bihar. These workers were
also fearful of the pandemic. But their point is that why we should die without food; it will be better to
die with the near and dear ones even with the
infection than dying out of hunger in Delhi.
Independent India has never seen such a type of mass
travelling after the bifurcation of the country, when
lakhs of people migrated from India to Pakistan and
reverse. In the slums of Mumbai like Dharavi also

we have witnessed the same condition as the people
stood in queue for 3 hours for one-time food.
The basic problem is that the government of India’s
approach towards poor people is simply inhuman.
There is an undeniably inhuman upper middle-class
section also in our society who play a part in opinion
mobilization. These are reflected through the
general attitude of the governments towards poor
people. The government thinks that by keeping the
lock down for some weeks, the infection can be
eradicated at one stroke. But it may not be like that.
The experience from the Spanish flu teaches that.
During the outbreak of Spanish flu, the infection
spread in three waves - 1918, 19 and 20. The first
wave was less challenging with least number of
deaths; but in the second and the third wave, the
death rate was high. The second wave was extensive
in its spread also. The lucky ones have got the
infection in the first wave. They have developed an
immunity. The second wave has not affected them.
Many new people were affected in the second. That
wave was having highest rate of mortality.
Covid-19 infection also can happen in similar way in
multiple waves. The pathogen is an RNA virus
which can undergo mutation very fast by which it can
withstand unfavorable conditions for it. Already
information of covid-19 is known that at least three
strains of viruses are there. Further mutations are
again possible. In such cases earlier drugs may not
respond at all. More than that, already infected
people can be again affected.
In order to avoid such eventualities, the virus is to be
continually monitored and studied. That will only
reveal the probable mutations that is happening in the
course of the virus spread. Further the only tool by
which the epidemic can be contained is by doing
extensive tests and isolating those who are infected.
Unfortunately, India under its extreme right-wing
leadership remains as the place in the world where
number of tests per 1 million population is the least.
The UN report some days back warned another
aspect which is again applicable to India the
maximum - Unless swift action is taken to provide
food and humanitarian relief to the most at-risk
regions, the Covid-19 crisis will push 25 crores of
people to the brink of starvation. The report further
says that already stretched health services in
developing countries are likely to be overwhelmed,
while a global recession will disrupt food supply
chains. This will worst affect the people working in
the informal economy as well as the refugees and
displaced people numbering about 79 million.
Rising unemployment will reduce people’s
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purchasing power, driving more into hunger. While
unofficial reports warn that the number of people in
chronic hunger could double to more than 1.6 billion
as a result of the pandemic. We have to see that, it is
in this general condition, the government of India
thinks to fight the crisis without any spending at all.

COVID-19 VIRUS MADE ALL RELIGIONS AND
HUMAN GODS IRRELEVANT
With the Covid-19virus pandemic spreading from
human to human, country to country, most of the
religious assemblies and worships world over are
shut down. The holiest of all places for Catholics,
Vatican, is also affected by Covid-19. Apparently,
the Pope who can connect with god is not able to do
so now. He has not been able to lead us to any
wonder drug revealed to him by divine intervention.
Instead, the Vatican is reeling from fears of a viral
outbreak and the Pope is not appearing in front of
people. Everything has been stopped in Mecca.
Pilgrimage to Muhammad’s burial site in Medina has
also been halted. Quite possibly, they will stop the
Hajj as well. Numerous mosques have cancelled
Friday prayers. Clerics are no longer claiming they
will go to the mosques and pray before Allah to save
people from the virus. Brahmin priests in Hindu
temples are moving around wearing masks. Even in
some temples, they have put masks on the idols of
gods and goddesses also. Many temples are shut.
Other temples have also put in restrictions to
devotees.
People who would otherwise run to their nearby
temples, mosques, churches and other places of
worship to seek protection from illnesses and
diseases have only hospitals and isolation centers to
go. The facts as they stand now are clear: diseases
are not cured by Allah, God or Bhagwan; diseases
are cured by scientists and doctors. Human beings
are not saved by mystical powers but by other human
beings with knowledge. Religious people are no
longer waiting for kindness from their respective
gods; they are waiting for a vaccine. If anyone can
cure, it’s the scientists, who are busy researching for
a vaccine, a cure.
Still worst is the condition of human gods. There are
many Hindu human gods all over India. They were
treating many ailments and middle-class population
were flowing to them. Most of these gods have
amazed huge fortune out of the fraudulent cures.
Now most of these gods have closed their shops.
They are fearful of the spread of Covid-19virus from
the devotees. In short, the Covid-19 virus have made
all the religions and all the human gods equally
irrelevant.

PEOPLE'S MOVEMENT AGAINST NEOLIBERALISM
AND FOR SOCIALISM IS THE SOLUTION
Thus, the conditions favorable for origin and spread
of the pandemic is created by capitalism is said
above.
The solutions offered by capitalism
particularly in this period of neoliberalism are
insufficient and can aggravate the crisis. Like any
other pandemic, Capitalism nurtured the whole
crisis. In general, as healthcare under this system is
directed by profit motive, is bound to be inadequate.
In particular, capitalist globalization and
neoliberalism strengthened all its anti-people
attitudes.
Naturally, we must start from an analysis of present
globalization and neoliberalism. These policies have
further deteriorated the wellbeing of the vast masses.
So long as powerful people’s movement is not
developed in order to control the big
pharmacological companies and hospital chains that
control the present-day health care delivery system,
we cannot bring a more humane setup even under
capitalism.
In the absence of people's movements, neoliberalism
is the general tendency of capitalism itself.
Naturally, any class and mass movement that
confines the goal of the movement within this
capitalist system cannot ultimately succeed. That
movement should keep its long-term objectives very
clear. That cannot be less than establishing a new
system. A social system- Socialism - that will offer
better conditions of life and well-being for vast
majority of the population. Socialism is a system of
total planning. Planning based on the necessities of
the people depending on the development of the
productive forces. Such a system only can protect
the interest of the people for long time.
Socialism will restructure society. An economy in
which all resources are allocated according to need,
instead of ability to pay will be established. With the
means of production under workers’ control, we
would be able to quickly increase production of these
products in an emergency. The entire healthcare
industry would be run legitimately by doctors,
nurses, employees, and patients there. That would be
drastically different from the current system in which
wealthy capitalists make the major decisions in
hospitals, pharmaceutical companies, medical
equipment manufacturing firms, and insurance
companies. Such a system would allow for every
individual concerned to obtain testing and treatment
in appropriate way in such necessities. So, the
direction to the solution lies in class and mass
struggle with a long-term objective of change in
system and to defeat neoliberalism for the short term.
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UNORGANIZED ARMY OF MIGRANT WORKERS
S V Singh
“The bourgeoisie has subjected the country to the
rule of towns. It has greatly increased the urban
population as compared with the rural, and has thus
rescued a considerable part of population from the
idiocy of rural life.”

were taken back by that time. State callousness was
unparalleled and unprecedented. The scenes on the
roads were the replay of the Partition of India. Their
determination, however, could not afford to fade as
at stake was their life. Fear too fails to frighten
S V Singh
beyond a point.

FASCIST DANGER LOOMS LARGER NOW
UNORGANIZED ARMY OF MIGRANT WORKERS
Marx-Engels, Communist Manifesto

It was 8 pm and 24th of March; “They” were glued to
the TV sets. “Draw a Lakshman Rekha at your gate
and do not cross it for next 21 days...” PM was giving
sermons as usually but the chill went down their
spine as “They” knew the meaning of this menacing
exhortation. It was not the constitution of India that
flashed in their mind then instantly but the image of
roti. “They” rushed to the corner where that
aluminum box containing flour is kept. It weighed
very light as “They” lifted. The numbness intensified
and the eyes grew larger. Coming out of the hut,
“They” saw people rushing to purchase grocery but
the Lala doesn’t give it for free. Hand searched the
pocket and the emptiness was felt by the fingers. ‘Uff
what to do’ “They” sit on ground holding their head
in both of their palms and “They” then realized, the
earth is indeed spinning. ‘All schools, offices,
industries will remain closed and no train, bus or taxi
will ply after 12 tonight and there will be zero
tolerance for the lockdown violations..’ as if the TV
anchor hawks were let loose all around and these
words were like steel hammers hitting on their head.
“They” couldn’t sleep that night as the death was
looming large on their psyche and it was then that the
idea flashed in their mind like a spark; “Why to die
here in the alien land, why not die amongst our own
if we are destined to die. “They” have to move.”
The deadly journey commenced early the next day
itself. There was not much to pack. All the
‘belongings’ were bundled in a single bed sheet and
“They” were on the highway at 5 am holding hands
of their progenies. Hardships and living on thin razor
edge are their way of life since “They” remember but
this death defying Long March driven by desperation
was set to face unspeakable brutalities, indignities
but being the only option, it went on and on. It was
like a War Cry. “They” were hungry and got beaten
brutally, repeatedly, chased away like animals on the
way home by the police for defying lock down
several times a day but the march did not stop. There
were announcements that buses are arranged at UP
border. “They” thronged there in thousands but only
to be beaten again mercilessly as the announcements

Who are “They”? They happen to be the most
brutally exploited, crushed under extreme poverty,
devoid of any means, destitute to the chore and lying
on the floor of the social pyramid, called as ‘migrant
workers. This strong army of the starving destitute is
now estimated to be 21 crores strong. They had their
pieces of land, had their wonderful skills of the
artisans but that’s too long back. They are fleeced to
their bones. Everything they had, has been snatched
way by this bloody system known as CAPITALISM.
Their agricultural land in the village is exactly where
it was as the land cannot move but the ownership
changed. They encountered a need to be fulfilled and
their land got owned by the ‘farmer’ i.e. the rural
bourgeoisie. The products that they used to make as
artisan are swallowed by the cheap industrial
commodities. Hunger has driven them to the sea of
slums in the big cities. They have lost everything in
the process except their labour power. They always
live on the razor edge, having minimum distance
between life and death as a routine. There is no social
security available to them, no fixed working hours,
no job guarantee. They live in the filthiest of
locations on the bank of drains, gutters. They are the
most qualified PROLETARIAT who possess
literally nothing except their chains.
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According to IIPS Mumbai survey and 2011 Census,
Urbanization percentage of total population
increased from 27.81% in 2001 to 31.16% in 2011
and total migrant workers are over 139 million.
Employers of migrant workers are; Construction 50
million, Domestic work 25 million, textile 12
million, brick kiln 11 million and so on. Their
number is approximately not less than 200 million
(22.00 crore) as on date after 9 years of the previous
census. They are unorganized having no bargaining
power whatsoever, low value, low end, hazardous
work with unlimited working hours, many of them
are made to work till they fall asleep at that very
place of their working so that they could get up early
and commence working in wee hours. Getting
roasted there at workplace itself in the fire is also not
uncommon. Their death didn’t become a news at all.
Distance between “source” and destination is such
that they have to plan and save for months to visit
their “own” place. Otherwise, they are thrown at the
mercy of the bloodthirsty labour contractor who has
“sourced” them and who keeps reminding them that
they are alive today because he searched them source
of their livelihood.

CULPABILITY OF THE STATE
The first case of Corona Virus in India was detected
on 30.01.2020 although it had become world
headline by the end of December itself when
infection flared in Wuhan city of China, causing
several hundred deaths by that time. No notice of the
same was taken by the government even after strict
warning from WHO and instead of commencing
strict screening, testing and quarantining of all the
passengers coming from abroad at the airports itself,
the government went on to have grand jamboree at
Ahmedabad in honor of American President Donald
Trump mobilizing lakhs of people. The game of
toppling M.P. government went on unabated till as
late as the oath taking ceremony of the BJP Chief
Ministry at Bhopal on 23.03.2020. The situation of
the spread of Corona Virus infection by then got
precarious and was getting almost out of hand when
a knee jerk reaction in panic of complete lockdown
was announced on 24.03.2020 without having any
consideration or planning of the question of life and
death of over 22 crore migrant workers. No plan was
even thought what will happen to these destitute
workers who are already living on thin edge. This
turned whatever was left of their life, upside down.
Migrant Workers are unable to store the eatables
beyond a couple of days at any time. How can they?
They can never afford not to work. No job for them
means no food. How can they be confined to the
‘Lakshman Rekha’ for 39 days of lock down at a

stretch? Banging utensils or lighting diyas may be
the indulgence of the middle-class tantrums who
always have this vulgar drama of deshabhakti up
their sleeves. For a hungry stomach it’s the most
cruel and painful joke. No arrangement was made to
supply ration to this 220 million strong army while
arrangements were there in place for keeping them
confined to their huts forcefully and to die of hunger.
It’s, consequently, a terrible display of brutalities
against migrant workers since middle of March.
Demonetization was a terrible blow to their
livelihood which also intensified and aggravated the
already existing recession all around in the economy
and robbed jobs from half of the migrant workers and
which had left them half dead but his mindless
declaration, of lockdown after lockdown having no
planning to take required essential steps to feed these
starving workers, has finished the job. The
documents of the sufferings of the migrant workers
that appear in social media are mind numbing. No
sensitive mind can ever forget these sordid tales. We
give here below just some of the ‘documents’ of their
harrowing ordeal which is the big black blot on the
face of this inhuman bourgeois state that appeared in
the media if one could sustain the pain of reading
this:
o Migrant destitute workers taking their belongings
on their head when reached Bareilly after
travelling over 300 km were made to sit on the
road and then the Yogi government police
sprayed the bleach Sodium Hydrochloride as if
they are insects and not human beings.
o Children were surviving on eating grass in
Varanasi, the constituency of the PM.
o Milk got leaked from the milk container in Agra
and it spread on the road. Dogs were drinking it
there and simultaneously, a hungry migrant
worker was also collecting the same for his dying
child.
o Hungry children of these migrant workers were
feeding on the banana skins and rotten bananas
thrown at the Nigam Bodh Ghat cremation site in
New Delhi.
o Making the destitute and exhausted worker crawl
like frog along-side road under the sun by the
police as General Dyer forced the people of
Amritsar after Jallianwala Bagh massacre.
o Forcing the starving migrant workers to bend
down as a loop to become ‘murga’ in the open on
the road so that people at large could see the
severity of punishment if workers dare venture
out of their jhuggis even if dying out of hunger.
The list of these inhuman, barbarous stories is too
long to allow this monstrous bourgeois state to keep
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it’s real, ugly face hidden. According to official
figures total 35 migrant workers actually died on the
road while marching back to ‘their lands’. How many
would have been consumed by the exhaustion will
never be known.

Secondly, government can arrange the stranded
citizens, the rich holiday makers abroad in several
countries by hiring even chartered planes involving
huge expenses. These sharks, in fact, brought this
virus to our country. Buses can be arranged for the
stranded pilgrims at several places including
Varanasi, buses can be arranged to bring thousands
of students stranded at Kota but absolutely no
arrangement can be made for the crying and dying
migrant workers, why? Why are the poor workers not
treated as humans, citizens of this country?
Whatever is seen around, these towering malls,
express ways, glittering shopping avenues, each and
everything has a stamp of the sweat and blood of
these workers. They only have made them all. Why
were these starving workers subjected to such
unspeakable hardships, tortures, brutalities leading
them to collapse on the road in exhaustion? There is
a monumental record stock of food grains of about
7.7 crore tons at the disposal of the government. All
stores go downs and warehouses are full of wheat,
rice and pulses. Another bumper crop is in the offing
under harvest. It is difficult to store all these essential
grains so direly needed. We see this stock rot every
season in the open, hordes of rats feasting on it as the
storage capacity is not adequate. Government also
has the infra structure available in the form of
anganwadi ladies and ASHA workers to help in
distribution of these commodities to these workers.
Arrangements could have been made but nothing
was done. This is not ignorance, this is abject
reluctance to do. No need of doing this was felt as the
lives of these workers does not matter to the powers
that be. This amounts to the criminal culpability of
the Central Government and the state governments
and these workers are entitled to suitable

compensation besides all their dues, job, allowances
etc. It is pertinent to mention here what Captain
Amrinder Singh, CM, Punjab said in a recent
interview to NDTV. He said that he had issued
instructions to the farmers and industrialists of
Punjab that they should make arrangements to house
and feed these workers because, he told, once they
go to their native place, they are not going to come
early. ‘Where from will you arrange labour?’ He also
told that he advised the New Delhi Government
accordingly. It, then, confirms that these workers are
stopped forcefully in their jhuggis only because once
the lock down gets relaxed, they must be available at
work. Let them die if some of them die!! There is
already a reserve army of the unemployed!! Hungry
worker can work even at Rs.100 per day!! These
facts compound the crime perpetrated on these crores
of suffering workers by their ‘own’ government.
This is a sort of treachery committed against the
migrant workers by their own government. History
will record that. Central and state governments
cannot escape criminal culpability in this matter.

FAILURE OF THE LABOUR MOVEMENT
Each and every individual claiming himself/ herself
to be concerned with organizing the toiling masses
and educating them to fight for their rights, justice
and liberation from their perpetual exploitation owe
answer to these bitterly beaten, devastated and
humiliated army of ‘Frontline Warriors’ for letting
them down. No one can escape responsibility. They
are entitled to settle score with everyone right from
those who brought this mountain of miseries on
them, from those who fashion themselves as
champions of their cause and also from those who
watched that sordid tale of their devastation and
humiliation on TV like a soap opera. Who went to
them to organize and educate them about their rights
or to teach them, why are they homeless, penniless
even after working to their bones day and night?
Why are their children cursed to go to work and not
to the school every morning? Why do they have to
die first in every recession or disease season after
season? What else are they supposed to do? What is
their fault? Why do they have to go to sleep hungry
on not less than half of the days? Why do they die
like mosquitoes every rainy season? Where is their
share of resources, land, buildings, homes, malls,
schools? Why do only their children remain
uneducated generation after generation? Till how
long this bloody business go on? Why is it only their
predicament of having option of dying of Virus or
hunger now and then transgress into mass starvation?
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Whether that whatever meagre is provided for the
‘welfare’ to this severest exploited segment of the
society called as migrant workers is actually
implemented, let us see. Inter-State Migrant
Workmen (Regulations of Employment and
Conditions of Service) Act 1979 (15 pages) aims to
safeguard migrants. Chapter V of the Act is titled
“Wages, Welfare and Other Facilities to be Provided
to Inter-State Migrant Workmen” and provides these
facilities:
o Wage rates and other conditions of service of
Inter-State Migrant Workmen
o Displacement Allowance.
o Journey Allowance etc.
o Other facilities.
o Responsibility for payment of wages.
o Liability of principal employer in certain cases.
o Past liabilities.
Next chapter VI of this Act directs Labor Inspectors
to ensure its implementation.
On the recommendations of the Working Group
constituted by Indian Labour Conference held at
New Delhi on 20 & 21 Feb 2009, a Tripartite Group
was constituted to examine the provisions of this Act.
The Group examined various provisions of the act
and reviewed the problems faced by the migrant
workers, existing provisions of the Act, enforcement
machinery, problems in implementation of the Act
etc. The Group has submitted its report and the report
has been placed before Indian Labour Conference
held on 23-24 November 2010. All the ‘parties’ of
the so-called Tripartite Group went into the slumber
after this never to awake till date.
Then, there is also another piece of legislation; ‘The
Unorganized Worker’s Social Security Act (UWSS
Act), 2008 like a piece of decoration in the Statute
Book. What ‘Social Security’ it has provided to these
crying workers? These brave but ignorant workers
only will awake one day and take account from
everyone concerned and that day is not far off!!

prospects of working in future and stopped from
going to their native places, several hundred migrant
workers from Orissa, UP & Bihar had a desperate
pitched battle with armed police of Gujrat at
Varachha, Laskana and Pandol area of Surat on 3
occasions, 09.04.20, 11.04.20 and 14.04.20 in which
several workers got injured. 70 workers were
detained and 8 of them were arrested. ‘Keeping the
migrant labourers contained till the end of lockdown
will be a difficult proposition as Surat Police is
facing a tough time in controlling them’ admitted Mr.
R. B. Brahmbhat, Commissioner of Police, Surat.
Similar protests were reported from Baroda and
Ahmedabad in Gujrat.
Bandra & Mumbra in Mumbai: Thousands of
migrant workers came out on road near Bandra
railway station on 14.04.2020 and also at another
place called Mumbra in Thane Distt defying curfew
like restrictions due to lockdown. Police attacked
these hungry and destitute workers with baton.
Pitched battle ensued in which several workers got
injured and over 40 of them were detained and 11 of
them got arrested.
New Delhi/NCR: There were several skirmishes
with police in Delhi/ NCR region. In one such
incident the fight for food resulted in bitter fight
which led to fire at 4 shelter homes. Police attacked
brutally and 4 workers jumped into Yamuna in order
to save themselves out one of them could not come
back. His dead body got recovered the next morning.
Again, the workers got furious seeing the body of
their comrade and bitter fight ensued. Again, several
workers were apprehended by the police under
stringent laws.
Similar incidents of desperate fight by the workers
with police is reported from NOIDA, Ghaziabad,
Hyderabad, Bengaluru, Kottayam district of
Kerala and several other centers throughout in
India.

Is anything out of this implemented even a bit? The
answer is big NO. Is it not shameful to all of us who
claim to have been working to end exploitation of
labour by the capital, once and for all? It is shameful.
Everyone seems to have abandoned migrant workers
to their fate. Only hypocrites can refuse to accept.

ABANDONED BY ALL, THEY FOUGHT
Surat & Baroda: There are more than 12 lakh
migrant workers working in the textile and diamond
industry at Surat alone. Without any job, poor quality
food being served in a humiliating manner, no
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Greedy, profit thirsty vultures of the bourgeoisie are
in no mood to let even this pandemic of Covid-19 go
unmilched!! The proposal to increase working hours
from 8 to 12 is in active consideration of the
government. Not only that, Gujrat Chamber of
Commerce & Industries has suggested that in view
of the losses suffered by the industry because
lockdown, government should ban all trade union
activities for one year at least. Labour have the
opportunity now to respond to this knockout blow
from the Capital unitedly and heroically with full
prowess. Workers have to discharge their historical
responsibility to bury this rotten, moribund
exploitative system of capitalism along its collected
filth of centuries deep in the ground. Option is
between
SOCIALISM
and
COMPLETE
DESTRUCTION OF UNIVERSE and this fact was
never been so clear to so many people as it stands
now.

In Pictures

Plight of Migrant Workers
In The Lockdown

“Every crisis signifies (with occasional possible
vacillations and retrogressions), an acceleration of
development and a sharpening of contradictions, the
laying bare of these same, the collapse of all that is
rotten etc. It is from this view points that one must
regard the crisis…as to whether progressiveness and
the useful features of every crisis are not to be find
in it…every crisis breaks some and steels some…a
breakdown of everything rotten and detrimental in
the labour movement takes place, obstacles are
thrust aside which stand in the way of revolutionary
struggles, and the crisis steels men for the socialist
revolution.”
Lenin, 1st Russian Edition of New Articles and
Letters, 1930, p9
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FASCIST DANGER LOOMS LARGER NOW
FROM LIES AND DENIAL TO SURVEILLANCE, ALL IN THY NAME O CORONA!
A Tiwari
Refusing to recognise the validity of a repressive
post-world war II law, Lord Atkin* observed –
“Amid the clash of arms, the laws are not silent”. The
statement shows his faith in the robust safeguards of
personal liberty that served justice even to foreigners
in times of a war. What happens when the laws,
indeed turn silent and the safeguards afforded to the
people, succumb to authoritarian governments? The
Covid-19 outbreak begs similar questions and a
scrutiny of the present regimes, a ceaseless
questioning of its ways of dealing with the crisis, its
priorities and its relevance for the masses.
While the masses crumble under the pressures of an
ailing and crisis-ridden economy, the governments
are desperately covering up their mess - by altering
the narrative, increasing surveillance, diverting
attention and unleashing suppressive laws disguised
as protective measures. The pandemic has compelled
the governments to swing between denial and
scapegoating. Unprepared and exposed, the ‘world
leaders’ look for ways to distract their people from
the real issue at hand- the incompetence of their
(capitalist) governments. In short, with the illusion of
development and progress razed to the ground, the
governments are trying to redeem themselves to
regain legitimacy. However, the economic doom and
the health crisis have made such redemption nearly
impossible. Contradictions stare the present system
in its face. Once the paranoia subsides, the failures of
the state would surface. in order to wrest power and
consolidate their authority, the governments are hell
bent to suppress dissent and adopt authoritarian ways
to sail through this crisis.

THE HUMAN COST OF DENIAL, DISTRACTION AND
SCAPEGOATING
Covid-19 was like a bolt from the blue that caught
already moribund world capitalism by its neck.
Instead of a robust healthcare system, the crisis was
met first with denial and later with a deprived public
healthcare system that had been already shown the

door and divested in favour of privatization. The
priorities were then clear from the very beginning.
They were public image building of the leaders and
covering the abysmal performance of the system and
keeping it safe from the ire of the people in the name
of 'sacrosanct' capitalist trade and economy over
millions of lives. They are saying that if cure is worse
than the problem, it is better to let the problem
continue than do the cure. If the wheels of profit are
about to stop, they can justify even a monster.
Naturally, a few quarters are shamelessly peddling
the theory of herd immunity in which millions are
accepted to be killed that society is immunised. This
is the worst level to which capitalist leaders could
stoop to justify a system that kills millions per year
for simple but deep-rooted reasons like hunger and
malnutrition and diseases related with it.
As one can expect about India, the already rickety
healthcare mechanism was but destined to collapse.
It was no surprise that it took a few weeks and a virus
to blow away the facade. For India, figures are the
worst. She spends 1.5% of GDP on health, among the
lowest in the world. Out of pocket (OOP) individual
health expenditures stand at 65%, compared to a
global average of 30%. National Health Profile
2019, released in October 2019, shows India's public
expenditure on health (centre plus state) to be less
than 1.3% of the GDP for many years. A study
published in the British Medical Journal said that in
2011-12, 55 million Indians fell below the poverty
line due to OOP expenditure. Of this, 38 million fell
into poverty due to medical costs alone. 52% urban
and 44% rural households rely on the private
healthcare systems. Most other countries, including
even the topmost capitalist-imperialist countries
mirror the same shameful state of healthcare
services, and some are even getting worse, like India,
by making erratic tradeoff between healthcare and
profit or economic gains. In 2018, the Trump
administration, notwithstanding warnings by the
experts, dismantled the team in charge of pandemic
response - firing its leadership and disbanding the

*

James Richard Atkin, a lawyer and judge of Irish Origin, who practiced in England and Wales and defended civil liberties
throughout his life. After becoming a Lord Justice of Appeal, he in a case in 1920 showed his powerful disapproval of unjustified
restrictions on civil liberties. He is, however, more remembered for his dissenting judgement in Liverside v Anderson, in which
he unsuccessfully asserted the court's right to question the wide discretionary powers of the World War II security services to
detain aliens.
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team in 2018. That the US is struggling against the
virus is hardly surprising.

AS IF DENIAL IS A RULE, IT IS COMMON TO ALL
FASCISTS
When the first case emerged in China, the
government responded with distrust and denial. Just
like the SARS crisis in 2003, the government
downplayed the existence of the crisis for a month
until the lockdown had to be imposed on January 23.
On January 19th the Chinese government denied
community transmission only to be contradicted the
very next day. World leaders showed equal lack of
probity worldwide- Mexican President Andrés
Manuel López Obrador encouraged his people to eat
out
at
restaurants,
US
President Donald
Trump insisted most of America could start going
back to work by Easter- calling the crisis a “hoax”,
and Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro downplayed
the coronavirus as “a little cold.” In India, Prime
Minister and his minister continued to downplay it
for almost two full months taking just few
preliminary cosmetic steps worth nothing. Till 19th
March the system was in slumber. That we all know.
He then all on a sudden took decision to impose 3
weeklong lock down. He kept making appearance on
national TV since then, with self-congratulatory
monologues and lies. The unplanned lockdown has
killed migrant workers, a 12 year-old being the latest
victim. This is perhaps the “small price” of the
lockdown that the Prime Minister was referring to.
Consistently in denial about stage 3 and community
spread, Indian government has been throwing
scientific temper and common sense up in the air.
Botching up of embarrassing data and denial are
indeed a child’s play for governments that
consistently lie about the GDP with a straight face!
The denial of the pandemic is eerily reminiscent of
the denial surrounding the Spanish flu of 1918- a UK
Doctor had claimed that “Spanish flu exists only in
newspapers.” By the time reality dawned upon
them, 228000 people, mostly poor, had been
sacrificed to the disease. Callous statements like“there is no cause for alarm if precautions are
observed” caused the lockdowns to be lifted only to
be reimposed after a spike in deaths. Donald Trump
never leaves a stone unturned to make additions to
the historical apathy and ideocracy of world
capitalist leaders in times of crises.
The virus was unavoidable, but the same cannot be
said about the havoc it caused to the masses. Taking
action just two weeks before could have saved 90%
of the lives in the US. If the lockdown in China were

imposed 3 weeks earlier, it would have reduced the
overall cases by 95%. The resources and priorities
were instead diverted to fake news and scapegoating.
Intentional spreading of unfounded unscientific
theories had a free run- that the virus was created by
the US as a bio weapon, that it was made in Chinese
labs. Deflecting difficult questions and concealing
incompetence is never easier than in the middle of a
crisis. The only more convenient escape route is
exploiting vulnerable, fearful people and their
prejudices against chosen groups and minorities.
Blaming the spread of the virus on minorities such as
refugees, immigrants, Muslims, migrant labourers
and political opponents such as the Hong Kong
secessionists has replaced any meaningful inquiry
into the role of the governments. In India, hashtags
such as “#coronajihad”, “Markaz mayhem (Times
Now)” “corona bomb (ABP)”, etc. unleashed a
renewed attack on the minorities. Babita Kumari
Phogat shamelessly called all Muslims “pigs”, Yogi
Adityanath labelled them as “enemy of humanity”
(while violating the lockdown himself). While
Narendra Modi makes unconvincing calls for “unity”
(only after being arm-twisted by UAE), he tacitly
consents to spewing of hate and bloodlust by his
party-members.
The denial, scapegoating, humiliation of minorities
is not new. Waves of anti-Semitism were seen since
the very outbreak of Bubonic plague. Hitler in his
World War II “Table Talk,” on Typhus declared
“How many diseases have their origin in the Jewish
virus! We shall regain our health only by eliminating
the Jew.” Jews were accused of poisoning wells and
made to confess the same forcefully. US stigmatised
Haitians as carriers of HIV-AIDS in 1990s, Latin
Americans as carriers of Swine flu in 2009, African
Americans as carriers of Ebola virus. Entire villages
were wiped away in retaliation. Pandemic-driven
paranoia not just a fertile ground for alienating the
marginalised from the common people it also fits
perfectly into the nationalist anti-people narrative
that the far-right politics relies on. The same
continues in the US, the UK even today, as a tried
and tested authoritarian measure of escaping
accountability in the face of crisis.

OPPORTUNISM AND CORRUPTION – FRUITS OF A
CRISIS
On the 13th of April 2020, Donald Trump (who is on
a self-lauding defensive, like his Indian counterpart)
proclaimed: “When somebody is the president of the
United States, the authority is total. And that’s the
way it’s got to be. It’s total.” For the head of a state
that has seen the worst of the pandemic, such
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triumphalism is damning to say the least. The
economy has doomed, the number of deaths is
multiplying by the clock, the state of healthcare and
social security is in shambles. However, none of this
stops the fascist governments around the world from
ceasing the opportunity to cut the ground beneath
democratic safeguards and fetters.
Indian government imposed the lockdown by an
executive order under the Epidemic Disease Act and
Disaster Management Act. As Constitutional law
expert Gautam Bhatia explains- the unilateral
executive orders such as these disproportionately
discriminate along the “axis of class” and violate the
right to equality and right to life (includes right to
livelihood) under the Indian Constitution. Even the
former Economic Advisor Shankar Acharya sounded
critical of the authoritarian ways of the government.
Rule by decree suspends constitutional safeguards
and begets corruption. Some are more directVladimir Putin amended the Constitution to remain
in power till 2036- the rest are indirect - in Hungary,
Prime Minister Viktor Orban suspended the
legislature and accorded himself power to ability to
jail people for up to five years and to rule by decree
indefinitely. The power was immediately pressed
into service for museum construction, curbing the
rights of transgender to change their sex, classify
information on a major Chinese railway investment
plan. Donald Trump’s list of executive decrees is
equally alarming- he banned immigration for 60
days, approved moon-mining and commercializing
asteroid resources. Belarus dictator Alexander
Lukashenko (in power since 1994) has been
dismissive of the pandemic, and has channeled the
resources of the country in building a 9,000-seat
arena for a military parade due to take place in May.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is
similarly solidifying his position, while the crisis
lasts.
Back home, the government was embroiled in MLA
– grabbing in Madhya Pradesh at the time when it
should have been preparing for the looming crisis.
When the crisis has gripped the country, the
government remains disillusioned about their
priorities. Everything-ranging from a brand new
Electricity Act, the Central Vista vanity projectexcept the health crisis appears to be a pressing,
urgent priority. These are not isolated incident of
corruption and lust for power, but they are definitive
of the very course of future authoritarian and fascist
regimes. It is not a case of botched up priorities, but
of unfettered monopoly capitalist plunder of state
resources, at the cost of lives, the main
characteristics of a fascist state.

MEDIA AND DISSENTERS – GETTING RID OF THE
‘TROUBLEMAKERS’
Apart from the power grabbing laws, the
governments are passing laws to tighten the noose
around the media and political opponents. Persistent
protest movements challenged the authority of
governments throughout the world – from South
America, to India, Iran and Hong Kong. The failures
of the governments to deal with the crisis mount - as
the number of deaths increase, as the economic doom
nears, and the humanitarian crisis explodes.
Salvaging their political hold could be a formidable
challenge. The choice between relinquishing power
and crushing the dissenting voice is clear. Branding
dissenters as a threat to humanity is a forte of the
governments in ordinary times. With billions locked
inside their homes, and the democratic cushions
suspended, the government power is a bull in a China
Shop.
The first hurdle is the media. In 1918, even when
some US states started digging mass graves - some
newspapers reported- “everything was fine”. The
Times of India stated, “do not worry too much about
the disease”. The media a potent tool to invade the
minds of people, serve half convenient truths and
distort narrative. With the advance in technology, it
is stronger than it ever was. In order to serve the
government’s purposes, it is imperative that media
be reduced to a toothless tiger, maimed and bullied
into subservience. After subtle warnings to refrain
from reporting negative news about the virus, Indian
government sought to impose prior censorship on
media reports about coronavirus in the name of
curbing panic and fake news. The Supreme Court
readily absolved the Centre, shifting the blame to
media. Vijay Vineet, an independent journalist
reported how the Musahar community was forced to
eat grass. As a result, he was charged spreading
misinformation an panic. Siddharth Varadarajan,
was booked for criticizing Yogi Adityanath on
Twitter.
Masrat
Zahra,
a
26-year-old
photojournalist was booked under the repressive
UAPA for “anti-national activities”.
One must remember that protest movements
challenged the authority of governments throughout
the
world
–
from South
America,
to India, Iran and Hong Kong. The lockdown came
as a timely distraction for the people, and a golden
opportunity to clampdown on the civil rights activists
and dissenters. UAPA, Sedition and even the
afterthought Epidemic Disease Act were generously
slapped on those linked with the anti-CAA protests.
Meeran Haider, Safoora Zargar, Umar Khalid were
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booked under UAPA. In a matter of 24 hours, (on the
22nd of April) seven people, including three Kashmiri
journalists, have been charged under UAPA and
other IPC sections. Over 50 members of the Jamia
Coordination Committee have been issued notice by
the Delhi Police. Amit Mintoee of AMU was arrested
while on a relief campaign. Harsh Mandar is being
investigated for his role in inciting the protests.
Arrests of Anand Teltumbde, Gautam Navlakha and
Dr Kafeel Khan under terrorism laws is another blot
on the country. The UP Government has had to admit
the arrests of innocents in the matter, after detaining
them for 10 days. Out of the more than 800 CAAprotest related arrests, about 30 were made after the
lockdown. Nothing but retaliatory witch-hunt
explains this urgency to hound members of these
particular group; especially at a time government and
Courts worldwide are decongesting prisons.
The clampdown is neither confined to the
conventional dissenters and predictable targets, nor
is it limited to India. The hit-list is ever-expanding
in times of crisis. Questioning the government’s
response to the crisis is synonymous with slander. In
Iraq, the government stripped the Reuters news
agency of its license for three months after it
published a story questioning official coronavirus
figures. Like their Indian counterpart, Iran police
attacked activists for criticising the response to the
crisis. In Philippines, the head of the state wanted
dissenters "shot dead". They were confined in dogcages, made to sit in the sun for hours. In Africa,
extra-judicial killing far outnumber the deaths due to
the virus. In China, the government arrested 40
people including the whistle-blower Le Wenjiang for
spreading ‘misinformation’. The backlash and media
curbs increased after the death of Whistle-blower Le
Wenjiang. Many online portals were removed
abruptly, their creators vanished. China has further
tightened control over information in other countries.
Had China not withheld initial information, the crisis
and its global spread would not have increased to this
extent. But the incompetent governments would let
millions perish before exposing themselves to
scrutiny.

despotic authority. Information will be labelled as
‘panic’, propaganda as ‘information’, and dissent as
‘treason’. Reality will begin to imitate dystopian
novels.
John Barry writes for New York Times: “Trust in
authority disintegrated, and at its core, society is
based on trust. Not knowing whom or what to
believe, people also lost trust in one another. They
became alienated, isolated.” He goes on to note how
the Spanish flu had impacted public life- “people
were afraid to eat with one another.” Instances of
crumbling social ties can be seen already. People are
even abandoning their families, ailing parents and
children. With the ‘sacred’ blood ties loosening, the
animosity towards the ‘other’ would be a spectacle
like none other. The chosen victims of violence,
ghettoization and ostracisation, as past pandemics
have shown, would be the poor and marginalised.
Several crises before this one has seen despotic
misuse of state power to accord irreversible power to
despotic rulers. Unorganised violence and state
measures may persist even beyond the crisis. These
measures do not necessarily wither with the crisis,
neither does the mistrust and fratricidal hatred. If the
present crisis is an example, these tools of repression
grow stronger with every subsequent crisis and
technological advance. Only class agnostic diseases
merit attention of the world- only they merit a
solution. Hunger and poverty that gets aggravated
due to these have a clear preference for the
downtrodden. They are allowed to persist and
proliferate. The latter and the system that produces
and causes it are a bigger evil than the former. The
focus of our struggle should not be mere relief or at
best restoration of the status quo after the pandemic
subsides, but a more fundamental and decisive
structural overhaul.

The governments are on their toes, innovating for the
times ahead of the crisis. “Governments are
legitimising tools of oppression as tools of public
health”. China is not only installing tools of
surveillance, but also, exporting the technology to
Vietnam, Cameroon, and the Democratic Republic
of the Congo, encouraging them to shut down the
internet. In a matter of time, internet, information and
freedom will be priced commodities, dispensed at the
mercy of the state to those willing to submit to its
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FACEBOOK AND JIO STRIKE A MEGA DEAL:
A DEATH KNELL FOR DATA SECURITY?
V Prajapati
Now that the major business deal which saw the
world’s largest social media platform Facebook
invest 5.7 billion dollars for a 9.9% minority stake in
India’s largest telecommunication player, Reliance
Jio Infocomm Limited, owned by India’s biggest
conglomerate Mukesh Ambani, there is hardly any
doubt that our data’s security is rendered way more
unsecure than ever! The deal counts as the largest
foreign direct investment in the Indian technology
sector. The tie-up with one of the biggest strategic
partners is nothing short of a golden deal for Reliance
as it will help the company take a huge leap towards
becoming a zero net debt company by March 2021.
Not just this, the ambition of digitization of everyday
transactions at the grocery shops through tie-up
between JioMart and Whatsapp will soon be a
reality.

DIFFERING OUTLOOK ON DATA
Both the giants are poles apart when it comes to key
issues such as collection, storage and sharing of a
user’s data with the security agencies. While Jio’s
Ambani vehemently supports that data is the ‘new
wealth’ and that Indian data be owned and controlled
by Indian people and not by global corporations, yet
he surprisingly struck a warmer tone as he welcomed
a “friend” of the Indian people, his newest partner
with unrivalled expertise in analyzing and
monetizing customers’ data: Facebook. How did the
differences come to be reconciled? Doesn’t it prima
facie put a murky picture?
While Ambani's Jio has so far been of the view that
on
account
of
data
being
the
‘new oil’, it must be collected and owned by Indians,
Facebook on the other hand has been against
ownership and trade of data. The former also favors
enabling Indian Govt. to trace encrypted unlike
Facebook which opposes Govt's demand for
traceability as it violates the user's privacy. On the
question of usage of data by the law enforcement
agencies too, they differ widely. As opposed to Jio's
stance that India's security agencies should have full
access to data as well as decryption keys, Facebook
says that it is not obliged to do share data with the
agencies due to legislative vacuum or absence of a
local law mandating the company to do so. In the
presence of such wide disagreements, being able to
strike a mega deal smacks of something rot i.e. an

underhand deal. How did the differences vanish?
Was there a motive greater than the differences
which made them give up on their outlook?
The differences surfaced on 23rd of April 2020 when
the spokesperson of respective companies
exchanged their views on Centre's demand that the
data of Indians be stored in India. Last year, too,
Reliance Jio has had told the TRAI that all OTT
(over-the-top) platforms must give full data access –
including decryption keys – to the Indian law
enforcement authorities. On the other hand,
Facebook in its statement told the Supreme Court of
India that it wasn’t mandated by any law to share data
and decryption keys with Indian Government. Last
year, it had even declined to sharing the origin of the
messages to the Govt. citing end-to-end encryption.
After the signing up of such a deal, questions on coexistence of the two in the presence of crucial
differences are popping up. Economic Times quoting
an insider recently wrote that "these issues are
separate from the deal, which is purely commercial.
No policy conflict has come in the way of moulding
the deal". Anshuman Thakur, Reliance’s strategic
head was quoted by ET saying that Facebook and Jio
were independent entities and that there would be
areas where the two would collaborate in, but there
would also be areas where the two won’t potentially
agree with each other. It is noteworthy that Reliance
Jio has been attacking Whatsapp for obvious reasons
and its spokesperson has announced that the
company won’t be toning down post the deal. ET
also quoted a top bureaucrat stating that 'Facebook is
unlikely to change its stance' on the above
contentious issues, even though a deal has been
struck by them. That these differences may be
superficial and only for public consumption, but, in
reality the compromise on user’s privacy has already
happened is the main concern being flagged by the
users.
Will the Indians ever subscribe to such
commodification of data and breach of privacy? No,
they would never. Those who are aware of the
intrusive and draconian consequences in the long run
must be wary of it and raise an alarm!
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FACEBOOK’S PAST: PRIORITIZATION OF REVENUE
OVER USER’S INTEGRITY AND PRIVACY
Facebook’s righteous stand of protecting data and
user’s privacy as stated in the aforementioned
paragraphs, is nothing short of a gimmick! The
company’s past is blotted with the condemnable
instances such as tracing, leaking and trading of
user’s data. Only a week ago, the social media giant
came up with the feature of Off-Facebook activity to
keep a track of user’s activity when she is not
operating Facebook! The tainted Cambridge
Analytica Scam (2018) where Facebook exposed
data of upto 87 billion users which eventually came
to be used for Trump’s election campaign, the 2019
leak through unprotected databases which exposed
the phone numbers linked to 419 million user
accounts linked to their Facebook account IDs and
the illegal harvesting of data of 1.5 million users
(2019) without their knowledge or consent when
they opened their accounts only goes on to reaffirm
that the company has been putting up the façade of
being ‘privacy-friendly’. In one of the cases,
Facebook had admittedly exposed passwords of
hundreds of millions of users by storing them in a
readable format within its internal data storage
systems which were searchable by employees! Thus,
the scams which have had a massive chilling effect
on the right to privacy, an integral arm of the right to
life and liberty! The company’s history is enriched
by instances where it has leveraged user data as a
‘currency’ and traded where commercial advantage
was perceived. The so-called network-friendly giants
pose a huge risk as they continue to conceive ways
in which they can commercialize user information in
a clandestine way to reap in revenue.
In light of Facebook’s dark history of compromising
on user privacy, it becomes important to read
between the lines of the freshly signed deal between
the two conglomerates. Even while the Reliance and
Facebook officials insist that there is no such datasharing agreement on the cards, it doesn’t preclude
such an option and nobody can comment on how it
may pan out in the coming months and years. The
deal is tight lipped about the inevitable and inherent
give and take of data involved in the Jio-Mart
project. By way of the commercial agreement,
Facebook would end up getting deeper and richer
data on the consumption patterns of Indian
customers thereby providing it an intense and
localized insight and eventually helping it stack
revenue through its advertisement platform! By
gaining an important ally in Mr. Ambani, the social
media giant would find it easier to navigate through

India’s legal and regulatory landscape which
previously was mostly impenetrable for it.
Investment in Jio, a company run by Mukesh
Ambani who shares intricate ties with the ruling
dispensation, has undoubtedly provided a bit of
muscle to FB as working with the Govt. would be
way more smoother. After all, who doesn't know the
proximity of Mukesh Ambani with Narendra Modi,
the PM? It is Mukesh Ambani on the top of the list
of those big capitalists who finances the fascist
campaign of Narendra Modi. And make no mistake.
While Bhakts cheer him up, he himself is the
personal cheer leader of Mukesh Ambani.
All of this should definitely raise eyebrows of the
regulatory authorities like TRAI, CCI etc. who
should examine the potential side effects of this deal
upon the Indian ecosystem and privacy issues for the
Indian consumers. ET’s technology journalist rightly
pointed out the concern flagged by India’s
Competition Review Committee which stated that
‘control over data is a factor to be considered for
determining the dominant position of any enterprise’
and that any ‘most favored nation’ kind of
agreements can have anti-competitive effects,
seeking to facilitate a cartel’. The deal carries the
immense potential of concentrating the valuable data
of world’s second most populous democracy and
monopolizing revenue in the hands of giants such as
these, thereby denying users any alternative and
leaving them with the sole option of sacrificing their
privacy. With fascist powers at the helm of affairs
sharing close ties with capitalist giants dealing with
user data at a massive scale, the reality of an even
more stronger surveillance state is drawing closer
day by day!

- Anonymous
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WHATEVER HAS HAPPENED TO THE SUPREME COURT!
Shekhar
As the putrefying soul of world capitalism unravels
its dying glory in the heat of Covid-19 pandemic
invasion, everything else has indeed got to be topsyturvy. And why not? When the grand glory of world
capitalism stands exposed of its abysmal hollowness,
why and how come others be much bothered of their
vanity? Just as objectively alienated but loyal objects
of the same soul, they all have to grab their own
apportioned share of the decomposed spirit!
On the 8th of April, the Supreme Court directed that
the testing for COVID-19 would be done free of cost
by certified private labs. Where means of survival
elude the masses, free testing was a welcome move.
But alas! it was not to be. The Supreme Court revised
this decision when it heard the Central Government
and other respondents such as private labs owners.
Universal and free testing for all was declined in
favor of revising it for a few select groups of those
who possess identification proofs, as decided by the
government, for being recognized as poor and
vulnerable. Those who are poor but don't possess
such proofs would have to pay 4500 rupees for the
test.
Though, it may be on expected lines for some,
however, the 'cog in the wheel' behavior such as this
and many more being experienced for quite some
time in the past, have sent to many a mix of disturbed
feelings. For economically struggling common
masses, it was yet another shock and a matter of great
disappointment. Country's democratic 'spirits' are
still grappling with this fact that how come the
economic 'hardships' of the millionaire labs owners
weighed more to the highest court of the land than
those of the poor!
The Supreme Court has in the recent past been acting
in quite astonishing manner, going even contrary to
what is normally accepted as standard jurisprudence
thus smashing the common man's faith in the
judiciary. However, the recent remark in a PIL
petition related to seeking intervention for the
mitigation of the poor and penniless workers' woes,
bereft of salary and shelter, is the one that is the most
heart breaking. The lock down was not only
unplanned but also symptomatic of the government's
total lack of any regard and care for millions of the
poor inhabiting as citizens in this vast country as well
as those migrant unorganized, semi-organized or
organized workers who are employed in informal
sectors spread throughout the country.

The Chief Justice of India had made a damning
remark while hearing a batch of petitions by activists
Harsh Mandar and Anjali Bhardwaj. He said this:
'Why do workers need salary if they are being fed by
the government.' How can the Supreme Court be so
apathetic to penniless stranded workers' in a
democratic set up? Are the workers as much enough
as their bellies? Many have also raised doubts on this
that they are being fed. This claim stands challenged
now as many survey reports have come that confirms
the doubt. The survey report says that 94 percent
don't have any penny and 96 percent have no rations.
But who cares? Just in a sweep, His Majesty took
the Government's submission on its face value and
concluded that the workers are being fed. How does
it feel to the Supreme Court itself that it accepts
whatever the government says in its status report and
declines from giving a direction just on this basis? It
gave a next date of hearing even while Prashant
Bhushan kept pleading that four crores of
unorganized workers would be in dire straits if they
didn't get their salaries right away. 'Hungry workers
can wait in a democracy like India' is probably the
message of the Court.
On the question of nationalization of huge private
hospitals lying idle as waste, the Supreme Court is
again on the wrong side. What is the fact? The fact is
that a worldwide outcry is pouring in from liberal,
revisionist as well as hardcore bourgeois economists
alike about the need to nationalize the private sectors
to deal with the worsening emergency situation.
About private hospitals, it is becoming clearer every
day that with the cost of health care going up, many
of them particularly the lesser giants can't run as
viable profit-units and are facing the danger of 'shut
down' as they are crumbling under the weight of their
own unsustainable financial structure. They are built
in the mould of competition for grabbing super
shares of the loot. This causes un-sustainability. In
the present circumstances of Covid-19 pandemic, the
same market dynamics they so much adore and
worship is on their wrong side. As a result, the
precious resources, equipments and facilities are
turning into waste and hindrance to health care. This
is an example of the present-day destruction of
capital invested in health sector. It (destruction) is
also going to be a good amount if the pandemic
continues.
The Economic Times, the mouthpiece of Indian big
bourgeoisie writes that health care companies are
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claiming ''declining footfalls as well as rising
consumables and staff costs have put their survival at
stake.'' Quoting the chairman, Devi Shetty of
Narayana Hrudayalaya, ET says that ''the cost of
running a Covid hospital is very high and 50% of
them are fixed costs.'' Even though, one is not a
Covid hospital, it has to maintain PPEs stocks for
their doctors and staffs, otherwise they won't work
and treat even non-Covid patients in this scary
atmosphere. They know, Covid-19 patients may be
asymptomatic, too. One-month stock of PPEs, he
says, ''alone costs a few crore rupees for hospitals
chains .... industries revenues have more than
halved….no one is looking at making money but
now survival is at stake.''
What conclusions can be drawn and what demands
transpires from this account? Only one that these
hospitals are on the verge of shut down not because
they don't have adequate funds or resources, but,
because they see not much profits coming from their
operations and hence their resources whatsoever are
going to be a waste. Can any society ever afford such
a waste when thousands and even lakhs are dying
because of non-availability of adequate amount of
funds to buy equipments? No. Never. It will be
against humanity. The whole world is facing the
problem of huge waste of resources lying with big
corporate private hospitals as well as industries
simply because of loss of profit. This may not be
visible now to all, but if this pandemic continues,
such wastes would be visible to common people, too.
What would be the task of society if it was free to
choose one for itself? Only this that they all must be
immediately nationalized and put to serve the public
at large as quickly as possible. But what if the
capitalist Government doesn't heed to this genuine
demand? What if they either let them have options to
loot the public by allowing them to charge
exorbitantly or simply allow them to shut down and
remain idle for some time and provide financial aid
in future to again go the same way as earlier looting
the public in the name of health care, while on the
other hand people are dying of hunger and disease
both, due to Covid-19 induced emergency
situations? Any sane mind would say, 'nationalize
them all and put to the service of the mankind.'
Naturally, people will demand this from the State.
People are supposed to approach the Judiciary to
come to rescue in the event of Government turning
completely deaf to such outcries. The Supreme Court
is rightly expected to take a lenient view, even if it is
not their area of work to take such decisions, by at
least echoing the same concern. But what we recently
learned to have happened in one such public interest

litigation (PIL) case hearing is simply shocking. It is
not the decision per se which is shocking. The way
the concern of the petitioner was mocked and
ridiculed is beyond imagination. The Supreme Court
termed the PIL lodged in this connection as a
publicity exercise saying, 'don't create publicity
interest litigations' and pleaded to close the case
forthwith. According to a Live Law portal news
report dated 21st April, 2020, a bench comprising
Justices NV Ramana, Sanjay Kishan Kaul and BR
Gavai made these strong observations and noted that
the petition was nothing but a publicity stunt and
strongly remarked that such petitions must not be
filed.
So, the ultimate door is shut with a bolt. Now, where
can one go for larger justice in such emergencies? On
the other hand, Government is hell bent to ignore
what society at large urgently needs the most.

At this juncture, it would be proper to discuss what
Meghnad Desai, one of the unabashed apologist of
capitalism and free market as well as one of the few
most qualified economists turned supporter of Modi
says about capitalism's failure in the wake of Covid19 pandemic. His grand admission of much needed
reforms in capitalism came a la MNREGA in the
form of an article in The Indian Express dated 19th
April 2020. His Lordship says – 'The corona virus
pandemic has exposed many weaknesses but the
most noticeable is the plight of working people in the
informal sector in the urban area, particularly metros,
who are normally employed but with precarious
livelihood'. Not only this, he surprisingly talks of
structural weaknesses, too. He writes – 'Structural
weaknesses of the economy and society are exposed
at such a time…. this is an ideal opportunity for
thinking outside the box.'
However, notwithstanding what these hardcore
bourgeois economists are suggesting, though their
lips are still very tight, capitalist regimes all over the
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world are not going to budge. The Supreme Court of
India getting topsy-turvy like this where it has
forsaken its own image, is just an expression of this
impossibility. Though, some cosmetic and
ostentatious changes are possible and could be
brought. However, the hard reality is that no populist
and fraud measures are going to reverse the process
of centralization of capital. It has reached a level
where any remedy of its lethal impact can only be
met with its expropriation at the hands of the society.
Either all the centralized social wealth is
expropriated, or it will bring doom and disaster to
mankind. Hence make no mistake, there can be no
midway solution now.
Coming to close, it was neither unnatural nor
surprising that in a country where fascism is on
upswing and vigorous privatization policies are
underway in tune with the neoliberal regime of
finance capital and it reign supreme over all other
concerns, the move to make testing free was
immediately met with a volley of reactions. The
bourgeois experts expressed concern over judicial
overreach. The question of practicality of free testing
was also vigorously raised. They opposed calling it a
reversal to freebies, the catch word of those
defending freedom of market forces. They know, an
upswing in demand for testing and making profit out
of this pandemic would naturally come. Some said,
this may be disincentive for the labs, and due to this,
they would either stop conducting tests altogether or
start charging for the material needed for the test
thereby making it appear as if the tests are free. Why
not? After all they survive on profit, live and die with
it! Herein lies the reason why they must be
immediately be taken over or nationalized.
Now, even when the Supreme Court has revised the
decision of free testing, it is imperative for the
society to raise this issue again and again and build
pressure so that the government issues orders for free
testing of Covid-19 for all who wish to be tested. It
is no mystery that COVID testing is crucial to
combat the crisis which is being made worse by the
deep-rooted class divisions in the society.
And let us make no mistake, virus itself is classagnostic. The contact between the rich and the poor
as also between rich countries and poor countries is
in the final analysis un-amenable. After all, who will
serve the upper class? If poor countries and poor
people carry Covid -19 and are not sanitized and
treated and if they are still forced to live in huddled
manner in stinking Jhuggis where Covid-19 find red
carpets for their spread, the rich will also not be
spared. In the last analysis, at least for the sake of
logic, the ruling classes will be compelled and

obliged, though howsoever grudgingly, to part with
their exclusive access to medical resources and other
resources. This further strengthens the logic of the
need of expropriation of all the social wealth.
For the majority if the virus doesn’t kill them,
hunger, apathy, violence and poverty sure will. It
sends too coarse a message to be ignored. If this is
allowed to happen, ruling class will be forced to
forfeit the legitimacy of their claim to rule. It will
entail a trail of upheaval that may lead to their
overthrow. The Supreme Court, being the
enlightened and most intelligent soul of the state,
must be in receipt of these consequences. If it also
turns deaf, it is but the ringing warning of the present
times. History will soon summon all these state
actors to its court.
So, the least the state could ensure for now is free
testing. The SC's earlier order was an in-principle
nod for this progressive move. It was like an acid test
and we as a bourgeois society have failed in this test.
If anything, order was the touchstone not only for the
Supreme Court, but, also for the state and private
sector’s ‘philanthropic’ tendencies if they still
existed at all.
When the supreme court one day sought that
National and State Advisory Committees in the field
of disaster management and public health be
activated to plan for the health crisis; When, just the
other day, it said that the Court could not take a better
policy decision than government; or when it says that
it cannot 'supplant wisdom of government', then the
Court indeed makes a hint, loud and clear, that the
human society under capitalism is now without a
soul and stands ravaged of any trace of humanity.
In 1789, the French queen Marie Antoinette said (if
they have no bread) “let them eat cake”. The phrase
that 'If they are being provided meals, then why do
they need money for meals' is second only to the
queen’s in its ignorance. Aware of the queen’s
generosity and ‘charitable’ instincts, such a
statement coming from the queen was not accepted
and a revolution had broken out. Doesn't the ruling
dispensation know this?
In an earlier petition, too (such as one by journalist
Prashant Tandon and a social activist Kunjana
Singh), instead of seeking clarity on the issue and
issuing notice, the supreme court, CJI in particular,
generously heaped praise, glorified the government’s
efforts and insisted that their opinion of the
government is rooted in ‘facts’. And the 'facts' are
these, that even after the first COVID case was
reported on the 31st of January, the Government
relaxed the restrictions on the export of PPE at the
cost of the frontline workers’ safety. All
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inadequacies of health measures and “callousness”
of the government in dealing with the situation of
hunger, employment and shelter etc. are now well
documented by different survey agencies that fly
directly into the face of the Supreme Court.
Do we remember today the former CJI Ranjan Gogoi
who had once expressed anguish at the low (900)
count of detentions (Why are there not thousands?),
while going through a petition for seeking better
conditions at the detention centres? But we don't
miss him now. The CJI Bobde recently refused to
hear an activist like Harsh Mandar for his “seriously
contemptuous” and “derogatory remarks” in his
speech at an anti-CAA protest. Strange things are
happening around, indeed!
The Supreme Court has got its veneer and vanity
completely exposed in matters of salvaging the
reeking class bias. Even for someone having
devoured extensive doses of bourgeois democratic
illusions, it in fact makes him increasingly confused
about the stance of the Court in delivering justice.
Who can justify an attempt to mock the people's
misery other those who are fascists themselves. How
can we imagine that a judge of the apex court
supplants the right to (bare minimum) wages with
charity and food. Workers are not beggars! Someone
who can maintain calm with the piecemeal and
biased orders of the government and sing praise for
the depraved government in the face of the most
revolting spectacles of misery, is but a product of this
system, a soul mate of capitalism. Yesterday also it
was true, yet not fully exposed. It is through such
remarks that the Supreme Courts withdraws itself
from the lives of the poor, while not relinquishing the
power to govern them- thereby rendering the moral
authority over the lives of the working class
questionable.
Is every one of us, still with pulsating hearts, ready
to see the boldest ever writings on the wall?
Peter Kropotkin’s words ring truth in these times- “It
is no longer enough for the man of the people today
to pour forth his complaints in one of those songs
whose melody breaks your heart.”

In Pictures

The Historical May Day
Movement: Chicago, 1886

Public Meeting called by workers at Haymarket Square,
Chicago (4 May 1886)

4 working-class leaders of May Day Movement, Albert
Parsons, August Spies, George Engel, Adolph Fischer, at
the gallows.

“The time will come when our
silence will be more
powerful than the voices
you strangle today.”
(Said by August Spies, Chicago May Day
Movement leader, on the gallows)
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