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All big financial and industrial capitalists, their 

paid ‘experts’ and controlled media are elated and 

overjoyed by the budget for FY22 and the stock 

market immediately jumped nearly 2500 points 

and is going up since then. On the other hand, vast 

majority of the people – workers, farmers, small 

traders, small and tiny enterprises, middle class 

salaried people, small professionals, etc all find 

themselves cheated and disappointed. There is 

now a veritable sense among the people that the 

government is working for the interests of only big 

moneybags and for some favoured corporate 

houses. This sense has come about because many 

still had hopes, against all reason and prior 

experience, that the government would have some 

care for their suffering, give at least some relief to 

them in view of the pain and misery of Covid 

lockdown following in the wake of the sufferings 

from a long protracted economic slowdown. But 

all those hopes have now been dashed.     

Despite all the contrary evidence and experiences 

of last 7 years, many well-intentioned people are 

still surprised that Modi government, instead of 

offering some concessions and relief to farmers, 

workers, and other suffering sections of the people 

due to its anti-people neoliberal policies, is 

hellbent on unleashing more and more of such 

devastating policies. Although Modi’s 

psychopathic megalomania of being a ‘Strong’ 

and charismatic leader is responsible to some 

extent for the way he announces and implements 

the series of disastrous policies one after the other 

from Demonetisation to Covid Lockdown, there 

are compelling reasons in current Indian political 

economy, which forces him not to backout from 

these measures despite massive resentment being 

generated. We need to understand that compulsion 

before we review the budget. 

Business Standard reported the following on 31st 

January, a day prior to this budget, “India Inc’s 

profit contribution to the country’s gross domestic 

product (GDP) fell to 1.8 per cent in 2019-20 

(FY20) — the lowest reading since at least 1999-

2000. At its peak in FY08, the contribution stood 

at 7.8 per cent. Since then, it has been on a 

downward slope. Corporate earnings growth has 

largely remained stagnant in the last five years. 

India’s corporate profit-to-GDP ratio is among the 

lowest in the world.” What does it mean? 

 

It means Indian capitalist economy is in the throes 

of a mortal crisis leading to certain political and 

economic response from ruling capitalist class. 

The crisis has arisen from the inherent dynamics 

of the capitalist economy wherein every capitalist 

constantly endeavours to produce more by higher 

investment in constant capital (machines, 

technique, raw materials, etc) as compared to 

variable capital (wages paid to labour), i.e., they 

try to produce more employing less labour per unit 

of output by deploying ever new machines with 

higher productivity so that they can sell it at a price 

little lower to their competitors to drive them out 

of the market and capture more market share. 

However, it reduces the profit per unit of output 

for them since value can only be created by human 

labour and value created by labour minus 

wages=surplus value which is the source of all 
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profit in capitalist production. Still, their profit is 

not affected till they can sell sufficiently higher 

number of units of output to cover lower profit per 

unit. It appears that economy is booming. Though 

modern capitalism uses all types of credit (Loans 

to dealers/sellers, Credit Card, Consumer Loans, 

EMIs, etc) to keep increasing sales, it ultimately 

results in overproduction which chokes the veins 

of capitalist system, first circulation and then 

production, as stocks of commodities lie unsold 

from shops to warehouses. Then comes the bust as 

existing production capacities remain unused and 

the rate of profit on capital deployed falls. These 

capacities then need to be destroyed by 

bankruptcies of weaker capitalists and laying off 

workers resulting in huge unemployment. 

Moreover, owing to danger of bankruptcies credit 

lines get choked as no capitalist has confidence to 

lend to any other. 

This is, in essence, what happened to Indian 

economy. After liberalisation, capitalists invested 

humongous amounts of constant capital by 

borrowing loan capital from banks and other 

financial institutions and created huge production 

capacities. Banking also expanded greatly to 

provide credit at all stages of production and 

circulation, i.e., sales. All round boom was the 

effect for nearly 2 decades despite small crises 

visible intermittently and resolved by injection of 

great amount of money liquidity into the markets 

by Reserve bank of India. Hence the height of 

profitability was reached in the boom up to 2007-

08.   

In 2008 all hell broke loose. Overproduction was 

visible everywhere and a credit crisis ensued. UPA 

government postponed it through nudging Public 

Sector banks to sanction huge amounts of loans to 

capitalists especially infrastructure companies. 

Still crisis could not be postponed beyond 2011. 

Since then Indian industry has been operating at 

65% to 73% of its existing installed capacity. 

Hence rate of profit per unit of capital employed 

has been coming down and the industrial 

capitalists are unable to meet their loan repayment 

obligations since they pay loans and interest only 

from the profits earned. Result is all-round crisis 

in both industry and finance which has been 

further exacerbated by Modi’s series of disastrous 

policies Demonetisation onwards.  

This crisis of falling rate of profit has generated a 

specific political economic response from Indian 

ruling capitalist class which brought Narendra 

Modi government to further that agenda with 

greater urgency and force as UPA, though not 

averse in principle, was considered too weak 

willed to implement it. This economic response 

involves handing over of all natural resources and 

existing productive public assets to capitalists for 

profiteering, reduction of expenditure on all social 

sector programmes to push privatisation of all 

social services, formalisation and financialization 

of all economic activity to benefit monopolies and 

bankrupt small producers/traders, reduction of any 

public subsidies to poor, etc along with the 

curtailment of all labour and democratic rights to 

prevent any resistance to this. This agenda of Modi 

government is quite evident from the recent 

economic policies and further reinforced and 

speeded up through the Economic Survey 

presented on 29th January and the annual budget 

for FY22 presented on 1st February.  

First response is opening the flood gates of ample 

credit capital from banking system at cheap 

interest rates. Since the existing banking system is 

hampered in credit expansion because of huge 

amounts of NPAs, government has taken several 

steps like creation of a DFI for Infrastructure with 

initial capital of Rs 20,000 crores aiming to release 

loans of 5 lakh crores in next 3 years, Rs 20,000 

crore recapitalisation of public sector banks and 

creation of Bad Bank or Asset Reconstruction 

Company with capital of Rs 10,500 crores which 

will take over at least Rs 1.50 lakh crores NPAs of 

all banks and will be guaranteed by government. 

This cleaning of bank balance sheets will free up 

banking system to provide more loans to 

corporates. All this will enable industrial 

capitalists to get more capital funds on cheaper 

interest rates as the government in essence plans to 

borrow on its sovereign guarantee and pass it on to 

corporates since in this time of crisis no capitalist 

is willing to lend to other capitalists. This will start 

another cycle of the loot of banking funds which 

will ultimately burden poor working people.  
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Second theme of the whole of Economic Survey 

and Budget is privatisation and monetisation of 

assets. Budget has targeted revenue of 1.75 lakh 

crores by disinvestment and privatisation of public 

sector enterprises. Moreover, government also 

plans to monetise its assets like government land, 

railway lines and other infrastructure, dedicated 

freight corridors, airports, roads, ports, pipelines, 

etc.  Effectively private capitalists will be allowed 

to make profits on existing public assets built 

through public funds without making any 

productive investments since there is already 

dearth of demand in economy or the natural 

resources will be handed over to them cheap for 

profiteering. This means that capitalists will not be 

required to invest in high amounts of fixed capital 

with long gestation period. They will instead be 

allowed to use fixed capital created by state in 

public sector by paying some nominal fees and 

will be able to earn high profits quickly by 

investing only in circulating capital. This will also 

allow them to liquidate these ‘business operations’ 

after squeezing them of all possible profits and 

leave them for state again as loss making assets. 

Moreover, most if this privatisation/monetisation 

will be financed by loan capital made available by 

the public financial institutions as detailed above. 

The privatisation programme also includes 2 

public sector banks, a General Insurance company 

and Public sale of LIC shares. 

We can immediately notice the effect of this on 

jobs in an environment of high unemployment. 

The privatisation will result in culling of the most 

of relatively better paid and secured public sector 

jobs and, because of high supply of skilled and 

educated unemployed labour, will convert those 

jobs into barely subsistence level jobs paying 10-

12,000 rupees per month after long working hours 

type of jobs. The impact will naturally be higher 

on the weaker and long deprived sections of the 

society who had found some limited succour 

because of the public education and public sector 

jobs for few decades after independence but are 

now again being pushed back into high 

exploitation and dire poverty. 

Third underlying theme of the budget, in line with 

neoliberal policy of the government, is to reduce 

already meagre budget allocations for all social 

sector schemes. Though FM announced with great 

fanfare 137% hike in health budget, but it was 

found later that this was done through jugglery of 

adding allocations of water, sanitation, and 

nutrition programmes to health budget, which had 

in fact gone down by 9.5%. Similarly, allocation 

for education has been reduced by more than 6 

thousand crores. Allocations for scholarships, 

anganwadis services and maternity benefits have 

also been cut. This is in direction of dismantling 

whole of government education, healthcare, 

maternity, childcare and nutrition programmes and 

pushing up privatisation of all these leading huge 

burden on working class people. Even out of this 

meagre budget much is going to spent on public 

facilities being handed over to private 

industrialists in the name of Public Private 

Partnerships (PPP), for example, district hospitals 

being handed over to pharma companies and 

schools being handed over to NGOs, most 

probable NGOs close to RSS, for example, the 

proposal to open 100 ‘Sainik’ schools to be run by 

NGOs. 

The low budget allocation for the healthcare sector 

reflects government neglect for the same. India 

ranks 179th out of 189 countries in prioritisation 

of health in consolidated government budgets of 

the centre and states. The National Health Policy 

in 2017 stated that an increase from 1 percent to 

2.5-3 percent of the GDP would decrease the Out-

Of-Pocket Expenditures from 65 percent to 30 

percent of the overall healthcare spend. It is to be 

noted that the bulk of health care in India is 

provided by the private sector. India’s score in 

quality healthcare in the Economic Survey 2020-

21 was staggering – 145th out of 180 countries, 

only above certain sub-Saharan countries and 

Nepal and Pakistan in access to quality healthcare. 

The budget allotment also indicates the 

deployment of comparatively lower human 

resources for health. The aggregate human 

resource for health density in India is close to the 

lowest possible threshold of 23 per 10,000 people. 

According to the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDG), as dictated under the World Health 

Organisation, this figure should be at 44.5. 

Economic Survey had made it clear that 

government was no longer willing to provide 
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cheap rations through PDS for long saying that 

food subsidy bill was becoming ‘unmanageable’ 

and poor should pay more for wheat and rice they 

buy through PDS. This has been executed in 

Budget wherein there is no sufficient provision to 

remove debt burden of Rs 3.81 lakh crores on Food 

Corporation of India (FCI) which is crippling its 

operations and many of its warehouses are already 

being built/operated by private companies. Food 

subsidy reduction in FY22 BE compared to FY21 

RE is 42% from Rs 422618 crore in FY21 to Rs 

242836 crore in FY22. This is likely to lead to 

scuttling/privatisation of FCI through all round 

bleeding. Moreover, the budget allocation has 

been cut this time for Integrated Child 

Development Scheme (ICDS), Midday Meal 

Scheme (MDM), maternity benefits and 

Anganwadi services despite there being large 

increase in under and malnutrition in children per 

the report of National Family health Survey – 5. 

Hence, it is amply clear that government is moving 

towards putting an end to food subsidy and public 

distribution system.       

Similarly allocation for MNREGS has been 

reduced 34% from current FY Revised Estimate of 

Rs 1.115 lakh crores to Rs 73,000 crores in next 

Financial Year, though even the higher amount 

was insufficient to provide 100 days guaranteed 

employment to all those who demanded per the 

provisions of the law since unemployment rate has 

reached quite high owing to economic crisis and 

Covid lockdown. Besides this, expenditure on all 

rural development schemes have also been cut 

from Rs 2.16 lakh crores to Rs 1.95 lakh crores. 

Petroleum subsidy, which goes to subsidise LPG 

& Kerosene for poor has also been drastically cut 

by 68%, from Rs.40,915 crore to Rs.12,995 crore. 

While outlay for Agriculture and allied activities 

cut by 6% from Rs.1,54,775 crore to Rs.1,48,301 

crore, central government has replaced excise 

duties of Rs 4 on Petrol and Rs 2.5 on diesel with 

Agri Infrastructure Development Cess. Since the 

budget for agriculture and rural development is 

cut, there is no rational for this and immediate 

purpose appears to be depriving states of funds 

from central pool of sharable revenue as 

Cess/Surcharges are not shared with states. This 

withholding of funds to states will have cascading 

effect on social sector expenditure like health and 

education as majority of the expenditure on these 

is incurred by states which will now be forced to 

reduce it.   

Without going into further details of budget 

provisions we can say that this budget is the 

continuation of neoliberal policies which are the 

consequence of the dynamics of the contradictory 

capitalist ‘development’ which inevitably leads it 

into the crisis of overproduction and falling rate of 

profit. To overcome this contradiction, capitalist 

governments everywhere are forced to resort to 

neoliberal economic policies to increase the rate of 

exploitation of labour not only by increasing 

productivity, i.e., higher relative surplus but also 

by resorting to increasing absolute surplus value 

by increasing hours of work and doing away with 

rests and breaks and other health and safety 

measures for workers. This is what we are seeing 

through new labour codes. Besides, to resolve this 

contradiction, capitalist governments are 

compelled to formulate policies which increase 

concentration and centralisation of capital and 

favour monopoly corporate houses by bankrupting 

and dispossessing small producers both in industry 

as well as agriculture. The same is being reflected 

in the new farm bills which has created the danger 

of alienation from land for tens of millions of 

Indian farmers. However, both these courses 

create resentment among the suffering workers 

and small producers like the farmers. This is 

reflected in the current farmers movement as they 

have risen up to resist their likely dispossession 

tooth and nail. However, it is clear that the 

capitalist crisis has created a situation whereby this 

government has no option to but to move ahead on 

these policies despite all protest because that was 

the very reason capitalist class installed a ‘strong 

government’ in power in the first place that it will 

implement such policies with urgency and by force 

suppressing all people’s movements. If they show 

weakness and withdraw, they will have no utility 

left for the ruling class. Hence it is strongly likely 

that this confrontation between this government on 

one hand and the workers as well as farmers on the 

other can only grow more fierce in the times to 

come.  
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PREFACE 

Official statistics, bourgeois leaders and experts have 

often themselves described the extent of the increasing 

misery of most farmers – marginal, small, medium, 

and relatively less rich – under capitalist agriculture. 

For example, ‘Agri-expert’ and ex central Agriculture 

minister Sompal Shastri, while replying to a BJP 

spokesperson on Modi government’s promise to 

double farmers income by 2022, said on a TV channel 

that “total income of farmers for 23 crops except Urad 

has decreased by average 30% in 2018 compared to 

2013” according to 2019 report of the Commission for 

Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP). This indicates 

how much the indebtedness of farmers must have gone 

up, which was already 52% in 2012-13 per NSSO, 

while per AIDIS more than 74% agricultural families 

had loans outstanding during the same period vis-a-vis 

64% of non-agricultural families. Moreover, debt to 

assets ratio (DAR), i.e., ratio of debt capital to total 

assets, has seen a big leap from 2003 to 2013; it went 

up 630% from 1992 to 2013 while it had gone up only 

17% from 1992 to 2003. Juxtapose this to “30% 

decline in total income of farmers between 2013 to 

2018” and the number of indebted farmers in 2021 can 

be estimated realistically. Another way to assess this is 

the observation of the Agriculture Census 2015-16 that 

99.43% of Indian farmers have minuscule income and 

are starved of resources and assets with landholdings 

of less than 10 hectares.  If the total income of farmers 

declined by 30%, these 99.43% farmers are sure to 

have suffered that fate and most of them must have 

been further burdened by debt as farming became 

costlier and returns declined. Various studies of farm 

indebtedness show that small and marginal 

landholding peasants were more under debt trap in 

initial years of capitalist agriculture however in the 

later period tendency of indebtedness was more among 

bigger capitalist farmers. One study shows that if 

farmers are grouped into five quintiles on the size of 

landholding the top quintile suffers indebtedness to a 

greater degree than the lower 4 quintiles. 

Constantly increasing tendency of indebtedness of 

profit oriented capitalist farmers is first and foremost 

owing to larger capital investment required for farming 

bigger landholdings and higher amount of loan capital 

borrowed for the purpose. However, even more critical 

factor is the problem of sale of agriculture products on 

opportune time and advantageous prices in capitalism 

as agriculture output has now been suffering for years 

that inevitable and irresolvable sickness of capitalist 

system known as ‘overproduction’. The agriculture 

sector is, therefore, in the throes of that unending 

economic crisis which is becoming more and more 

entrenched owing to the constant rise and fall of agri-

commodity prices in world market more so because of 

new market instruments (e.g. forward trading and 

futures) introduced since 2003. The resultant volatility 

in prices is preventing farmers from getting returns 

commensurate to the capital invested in production and 

their investments are becoming more and more risk 

prone.       

It is pertinent to note that suicides by small and 

marginal peasants made insolvent by costlier farming 

and volatile capitalist market had become common by 

the last decade of 20th century and the overwhelming 

majority of them ceased to have the capacity to make 

even minuscule risk investments in agriculture after 

2000 and are already on the brink of spontaneous 

emigration out of capitalist agriculture as they found 

earning livelihood by selling their labour power 

preferable to farming. Therefore, only the medium, big 

rich farmers retained the capability to invest risk 

THE PROLETARIAT AND EMANCIPATION 

OF FARMERS 
Proletarian Reorganizing Committee, CPI (ML) 

Content of the booklet titled ‘Kisano Ki Mukti aur Mazdoor Warg’ published in Hindi 

by PRC CPI (ML) on 14th January 2021. 

Translated in English by M Aseem 

Based on the paper presented in Convention organised on 11th Memorial Day of Comrade Sunil 

Pal by PRC CPI (ML) on 29th December 2020 in IMA Hall, Patna. 
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capital with the objective to earn profit in capitalist 

agriculture. Many of these also became shaky after a 

decade and half of this before Modi came into power 

in 2014. Thus arrived that moment when ‘growth 

story’ of Indian capitalist agriculture ended before it 

could begin and the dreamy aspirations of earning high 

profits in free market outside government designated 

mandis or overcoming risks of deceptive markets 

through contract farming started to shatter and were 

finally tattered once and all after few more years.  

This happened despite majority large and rich farmers 

being able to enjoy benefits of MSP. Therefore, it is 

easy to understand the sorry plight of other farmers 

unable to get any advantage out of MSP. This not only 

shows the devastating results of capitalist path of 

development in agriculture but also a timely pointer to 

the disaster to come through farming under direct or 

indirect control of corporate agri-business whereby the 

corporate capital will trample and devastate farming 

and rural communities just like an oncoming train 

crushes a trawler under wheels. Moreover, food 

security of vast majority will fall victim of profit 

motive of big corporate capital controlling agriculture 

and they will be completely in its sharp and bloody 

clutches for their livelihood. This explains why the 

present farmers movement differs in character from 

earlier rich farmers led agitations and why 

overwhelming majority of all classes and strata of 

Indian farmers, except a small section of the richest 

farmers, have put everything at stake in this movement.  

To conclude, we reiterate through this preface, the call 

given by Central Committee of our Party through 

resolution passed in a conference in Patna on 29th 

December 2020, that farmers must continue their 

agitation till the very eradication of capitalism as their 

emancipation demands nothing less. The total journey 

of capitalism in agriculture has demonstrated that the 

vast majority of working peasantry has nothing to gain 

by capitalism. Let us lead this movement begun by 

farmers for their survival from corporate onslaught 

into a fight against capitalism which gives rise to these 

corporates and make this into a struggle to remove 

capitalism from the stage of society and history. 

Proletariat, the majority of Indian population, will soon 

join this fight as its vanguard and will stand united in 

front ranks with the farmers, undeterred and 

undeviated. 

January 9, 2021  

 

THE PROLETARIAT AND 

EMANCIPATION OF FARMERS 
Frosty winter has been warmed up by farmers 

camping on the borders of Delhi for more than 50 

days despite chilly winter winds and dense fog all 

over northern India, and have challenged Modi 

government at centre for a battle to the end 

demanding repeal of farm laws favouring 

corporate capital. Manipulations and machinations 

by the government have failed till now to break 

them.  Whereas this has undoubtedly broken the 

inertia gripping democratic-progressive people of 

the country especially the working class, it has also 

brought to the fore the existing disunity and 

differences in the working class revolutionary 

movement and further intensified them too. The 

objective of this paper is not to enter into debate 

and polemic with opposing views but to clarify our 

approach towards present movement in the midst 

of its confrontation with the ‘state’ and also to state 

significant principles of the strategy of proletarian 

revolutionary intervention in it. In this sense and 

in context of present confrontation between ‘state’ 

and farmers, this booklet makes an initial attempt 

to present a proletarian peasant programme 

focussing on emancipation of peasantry. 

We view this movement as a vitally important 

historical action by peasantry of the whole country 

led by Punjab farmers against the disastrous 

consequences of neoliberal policies in Indian 

agriculture implemented by Indian ruling capitalist 

class motivated by the globalisation inline with the 

WTO recommendations and particularly due to the 

ruinous effects of the contradiction ridden 

development of capitalist agriculture during last 3 

decades. This will have a broad and deep influence 

on the course of future revolutionary movements 

in our country. On the one hand, being in 

continuity of the kulak farmer movements of past 

it bears that stamp and many contradictions 

thereof. On the other, it is influenced by the 

reactionary milestone reached by the contradictory 

development of capitalist agriculture till date, 

which has not only changed its temper but also 

transformed its kernel, and, therefore, it appears to 

pave the way forward for a unique confluence of 
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revolutionary actions of peasantry with the 

proletarian revolution. 

Observing the farmers movement, we come across 

a peasantry whose dreams and aspirations of 

happy prosperous life have all been shattered in 

last 3 decades, especially the rich farmers who 

never imagined earlier the question on their very 

existence, just like that of poor peasants. Their 

high expectations from capitalist market have now 

bitten dust and their arrogance based on dreams of 

a rich life has been subdued. The misery of poor 

small and medium peasants is still more heart 

wrenching under the direct and indirect onslaught 

of capital. What to say of shattered aspirations, 

debt, hunger, malnutrition, and death (as suicides) 

has become their usual fate. They also hoped for 

becoming rich by capitalist farming but found 

instead that cup to be filled with poison. Even the 

rich farmers now find themselves trapped in the 

quagmire of capitalist farming. Except a very thin 

upper crust, overwhelming majority of peasants 

are in agony to see themselves facing the danger 

of being thrown out of agriculture, as directed by 

needs of capitalist exploitation. The steady 

measures of corporate capital towards final and 

decisive hegemony in agriculture has united many 

strata of farmers. That is the reason the movement 

which started from Punjab has now spread to all 

parts of the country. This links the broken chain of 

revolutionary peasant movements of the past to a 

new (proletarian) one in its kernel and, therefore, 

points to a new era and opens an entirely new 

horizon. 

EFFECTS OF NEW FARM LAWS 

Undoubtedly, design of corporate capital is to 

abolish Minimum Support Price (MSP) 

mechanism and ultimately control whole rural 

economy. However, it doesn’t and can’t stop there. 

Public Distribution System (PDS) is a direct target 

and capitalists like Ambani & Adani will be the 

main retail traders in not only grains but also fruits, 

vegetables, etc through their big AC stores getting 

ready everywhere. It all sounds good but once they 

monopolise agriculture production and trade like 

industry, prices of these products will be 

determined by these monopolies. Government is 

vacating whole of agriculture for them like what it 

is doing in Banking, Railway, Insurance, 

Armaments, Health, etc. Otherwise why will the 

corporate capital invest in agriculture, monopoly 

and profit being their primary motive? Result will 

be corporate grain warehouses and stores 

replacing government ones (e.g. FCI). Whatever 

meagre subsidy poor get on food through PDS will 

be replaced by Direct Cash Transfers in their 

accounts, with which they will be forced to buy 

from private corporate owned stores at high 

monopoly prices. Once they are habituated to it 

food subsidy will be terminated silently and 

stealthily like the one on LPG, PDS becoming 

history. This is not wild imagination. Government 

committees like Shanta Kumar committee and Niti 

Aayog have been recommending it for long and it 

will be implemented after these farm laws. Thus, 

crores of poor beneficiaries of PDS will be sent 

into the clutches of corporate capital and even the 

existing insufficient food security for them will 

become non-existent. The price rise on account of 

abolition of PDS will be even more severe than the 

price rise owing to present system of MSP. 

Once corporate capital enters agriculture, by any 

means, it will impact farmers of all strata. New 

farm laws are facilitating this entry through 

contract farming. This will usher in modern large 

scale farming which is not a bad thing in itself, but 

in the present capitalist system it will cause the 

forced and widespread dispossession and 

alienation of farmers, i.e., the process of 

development of agriculture will be carried out 

through destitution of overwhelming majority of 

the farmers. According to PM Modi poor and 

small peasants will be benefited by forming 

Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs) and 

practising largescale ultramodern farming under 

contract with the corporates. Obviously corporate 

contract-farming under new farm laws will be 

different from the existing one in the sense that it 

aims to bundle up small peasant owned land 

holdings into large parcels and hand these over to 

the corporates for largescale ultramodern farming. 

Its future dynamic will demand freeing up of this 

land from their small owners and next instalment 

of these laws will target small and medium owners 

of these small land parcels. Hence appropriate 

changes in landownership and lease laws is also on 
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the agenda of the government. That is the reason 

freeing of land for development of modern 

agriculture has been, for the last one decade, on the 

agenda of bourgeois academia, intellectuals and 

commissions, committees formed by government 

and the papers of 11th Plan as a long term vision of 

‘the state’. The success of implementation of these 

farm laws will give a forward push to this idea. But 

the present movement has put a spanner in the 

works. However, if the present movement suffers 

defeat, this will move forward at great speed and 

all these ideas will materialise into laws. This 

design can also be easily foreseen in the way 

government has been taking fascist measures to 

curtail democracy and crushing the rights of 

working class and other intermediate classes even 

before those of the farmers. We should also not 

forget that Modi government, immediately after 

coming into power, had brought land acquisition 

law to take over farmland and hand it over to the 

corporates. 

There is a lot of talk about FPOs and government 

plans to form these in large numbers. The 

announcement by PM himself that the government 

will match these with contract farming provisions 

under new farm laws shows that government and 

corporates have a vile design on farmers’ land. 

Government not only intends to bundle up small 

land parcels into large ones to handover to the 

corporates but also to create illusion of profit to 

attract farmers into the corporate led modern 

largescale contract farming. Hence the heavy 

trumpeting of increase in income of farmers by 

new laws.  Attempt is on to make farmers forget 

their plight in the first phase of capitalist 

agriculture and happily join its next round through 

corporate contract farming slated to start in the 

coming years. We warn that the inevitable result 

of this will be corporate ownership of land by 

dispossessing farmers since corporate controlled 

farming cannot be materialised by leaving intact 

the land holdings owned by 86% small & marginal 

farmers and remaining rich-medium farmers as 

small land parcels. Hence the forced ‘gift’ of new 

farm laws to reluctant farmers. Rich farmers will 

not be exempted from this but, at present, 

government intends to win them over and use them 

for implementing this design by offering 

continuation of MSP regime favouring rich 

farmers. However, they have seen through this and 

have timely realised their own ultimate destiny 

after entry of corporate capital into agricultural 

production through contract farming and free trade 

of produce. 

FPOs entering contract farming with large agri-

business will result in crop selection per the price 

signals in the world agri-commodity markets and 

whole agriculture pattern to be determined by the 

rise and fall of prices and profit-loss. It, on one 

hand, will increase irrational use of harmful 

chemicals in agriculture destroying land fertility; 

on the other hand, luring them into the trap by 

dreams of becoming rich through contract farming 

with corporates, the already vulnerable economic 

condition of the farmers will finally be turned 

insolvent. Farmers are correct to be wary, instead 

of being charmed by its immediate illusory 

benefits, and afraid of its long term harm. They 

have realised through their experience that 

agricultural development under these farm laws is 

going to be Green Revolution Part-2 which is 

bound to devastate not only poor farmers but also 

the majority of rich and medium farmers as well 

and will result in a far bigger social crisis than 

Green Revolution by dispossessing not only poor 

but majority of rural population. Therefore, 

government intends to deal with unrest created by 

this crisis in different sections one by one and has 

attempted to create divisions in peasantry since 

beginning. We are all aware of this deceptive 

policy of the Indian bourgeoisie. That is why the 

government, instead of directly attempting to force 

corporate farming, has brought these laws 

favouring corporate capital as an intermediate 

measure so that farmers can be deceived by the 

illusory profits and ‘doubling’ of farm income 

while, in the meantime, government can pave the 

way for corporate entry into agriculture. We, 

therefore, say to the whole farming community 

that if we haven’t learnt from the disaster caused 

by the first round of capitalist agriculture, this next 

round will be even more punishing one than earlier 

and will cause forced alienation of a huge 

population from agriculture. We also beware those 

farmers who, attracted by its initial (probable) 

beneficial results, are eager for contract farming 
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with the big corporates and are also trying to 

mislead rest of the farmers. We also warn those 

farmers who think that contract farming with the 

corporates will safeguard them from the 

vicissitudes of fatal rise and falls of the market. We 

say to them that they are committing a grave error. 

Not only past experience but also the news coming 

in right in the midst of the agitation shows that 

behaviour of the corporates in contract farming is 

arbitrary and different in situations of rise and fall 

in prices. We have enough evidence that 

companies arbitrarily refuse to buy produce from 

farmers in case of fall in prices despite the contract 

clauses and farmers are helpless. Except a very 

small section of richest farmers most farmers will 

be heavily worse off by market volatility despite 

contract farming. They should not be deceived that 

contract farming will protect them from the 

deleterious effects of price movements in world 

market. On the contrary, new farm laws will 

strengthen the position of corporates vis-à-vis 

farmers at every stage from sowing to harvesting 

and making produce ready for the market and 

farmers can’t even walk away from the agreement 

at will. They will rather be trapped and there are 

provisions which can evict them from land without 

needing any more laws as the extreme freedom of 

action enjoyed by companies will mean chains of 

slavery being tightened around the farmers. As the 

way is finally paved for corporate farming, 

monopoly capital will finally be victorious over 

agriculture, though the victory will entail a disaster 

for many. Farm laws form the basis for this 

victory. 

RISE AGAINST NOT ONLY NEO-LIBERALISM BUT 

CAPITALISM 

We, therefore, wish to make it clear to the farmers 

that it is incorrect to assume that only the retreat of 

neoliberalism can resolve this, although some 

liberal bourgeois intellectuals are propagating this 

to deceive farmers into withdrawing their agitation 

midway. Many in bourgeois intelligentsia and 

academia are making efforts to tell farmers that 

capitalism is all right, only the neoliberal policies 

are anti-farmer. However, can these policies be 

separated from capitalism today? Answer is a 

resounding ‘no’, since neoliberalism is nothing but 

capitalism – monopoly and utter anti-people 

capitalism suffering from irresolvable crisis. 

Therefore, to cease midway will be to accept 

defeat. Moreover, it is possible that a capitalist 

government of the present crisis-ridden and fascist 

period might technically withdraw these laws, but 

they can never turn back the clock on these 

policies. It will continue to implement these 

policies in one or other manner and will not cease 

and desist from attempts to evict farmers from 

agriculture as that is the inevitable dynamics of 

agriculture in capitalism. 

The root and fundamental basis of neoliberal 

economic policies and laws is in the capitalist 

mode of production itself, whereas there are some 

people who are saying that these farm laws are the 

consequence of neoliberal economic policies 

starting from 1991. This is an attempt to tell 

farmers that they need to restrict their opposition 

only to neoliberal policies. But we wish to make it 

clear to farmers that, yes, these laws are definite 

consequence of neoliberal policies, however these 

neoliberal policies are themselves result of the 

basic laws of capitalist development. These 

policies have not come out of the blue that can just 

be rescinded to save farmers. 

This whole discussion is useless since there is no 

way we can go back prior to 1991. History is not 

some clock whose hands can be turned back. To 

go back in time prior to a point in history means to 

wish away the developments after that. The task 

facing us is the task of going beyond capitalist 

relations because it is these relations which 

transform great physical progress and 

achievements made by humanity into an enemy 

and a destructive force for the working people.  

The task today is to go beyond whole capitalist 

framework and to harness the great progress 

already made for planned utilisation by whole of 

humanity and to take these developments farther 

and further – this is the task which will free from 

exploitation not only workers and peasantry but all 

sections of humanity. To talk of turning back the 

wheel of physical progress from the current stage 

to a prior less developed stage is not only illogical 

but reactionary. First and foremost, it is 

impossible. Even if we consider it possible for a 

moment it means nothing but not only to forego all 
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economic and physical progress but to move back 

to a point in past from where we are again bound 

to come back to that very point in history where 

we are now. This is like going in circles whereas 

our emancipation requires to harness all progress 

till now in the service of all humanity and not by 

destroying the achievements and progress already 

made. 

MSP AND ATTRACTION OF HIGH MARKET PRICES: 

YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW 

We observe that MSP did not benefit all farmers 

countrywide except the Punjab-Haryana farmers 

to some extent. Many states do not even have it 

now. Still it attracts the mass of poor farmers 

everywhere. The same applies for high prices in 

open market which used to be available 

occasionally till a decade back. Even till the last 

years of UPA rule sale in open market attracted 

many farmers despite all economic distress. But 

the things have changed. CACP report for 2019 

confirms that except Urad out of 23 commodities, 

farmers income declined by an average of 30%. 

Nevertheless, in absence of logical alternatives, 

attraction of open market in some form and 

measure continues to exist not only for rich 

farmers but also farmers in general as a general 

tendency or remainder thereof, of small and direct 

producers in capitalism, and will remain to always 

exist if proletarian class revolutionary movement 

does not intensify. Despite causing vast 

devastation, it continues to exist for long as there 

is no scientific and appropriate alternative in front 

of them. In this sense, the responsibility for it lies 

on those practising working class politics as, 

owing to the weaknesses of strategy and tactics 

towards peasantry in particular and overall 

weaknesses and failures of the working class 

movement in general, we have failed to convey 

revolutionary alternative to the indebted and 

destitute peasantry. 

The attraction of MSP and high prices in open 

market for poor peasants should be understood in 

context of the above general tendency of small 

producers, though this attraction is in decline and 

was almost on the verge of extinction prior to the 

new farm laws. After the new farm laws the 

demand of MSP in the form of a statutory 

enforceable MSP appears to have seen a revival 

among the farmers in general, especially as the last 

resort and only bulwark in face of a big disaster, 

though the attraction for a high price in open 

market has now disappeared as a real driving force 

or become very weak for broader population of 

farmers including rich farmers despite remaining 

as general tendency. Why? Because poor small 

and medium farmers have been ruined as a result 

of the very consequences of its operation in 

agricultural farming for last 3 decades while rich 

farmers are also being repelled to a great extent by 

the losses they have made on account of severe rise 

and fall of prices in open market in last one decade. 

Thus, the erstwhile possibility of and drive to 

obtain higher prices by selling in open market have 

both now effectively ended. At least it is not at the 

same level as earlier. This is a new feature of this 

movement which is finding expression openly. On 

the contrary, removing restrictions on open market 

trade of agri-produce was a major demand in the 

farmers movements of past and Modi government 

is referring to it in favour of its farm laws. 

We are not aware of any movement in the past 

demanding benefit of MSP to be ensured to poor 

small-medium farmers. The demands to ensure 

MSP for poor farmers (taking government mandis 

and procurement to poor farmers in remote 

villages to reduce their cost of transportation) was 

never raised in past farmers movements. Their 

main demands were higher MSP, freedom to sell 

agri-products in open market, write off/down of 

institutional loans, etc, which did not provide 

much relief to poor farmers as they neither had 

access to government mandis nor much 

marketable surplus. As to loans, poor farmers were 

indebted more to private moneylenders and traders 

instead of banks. Poor farmers did not get benefit 

of MSP and became destitute because of the 

intolerable burden of loans while rich farmers 

were able to get benefit of both MSP and higher 

prices in open market and accumulated their 

capital. This was the result of the decades long first 

phase of capitalist agriculture. This is what we 

term the contradictory development of capitalist 

agriculture as, one the one hand, it benefited rich 

farmers, and on the other hand it led vast majority 

of small-medium farmers to the brink of 
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dispossession by trapping them in increasing debt 

burden. 

The second phase of capitalist agriculture is 

leading to fundamental changes now. Its not the 

character of rich farmers that has changed. It is the 

changed economic conditions of their life or likely 

changes in them, that are compelling them to adapt 

their political behaviour. Not only the possibility 

of obtaining higher prices in open markets has 

receded continuously, but there is likelihood of 

MSP itself being phased out after new farm laws, 

thus making their economic condition more and 

more vulnerable in future. Allurement of higher 

prices in open market drove them to higher 

investments in irrational capitalist agriculture as 

they had the capacity to do so and were confident 

of enrichment despite the risks of market up-

downs. Emboldened by their initial successes they 

were enthralled by the illusions of development in 

capitalist agriculture and were unable to foresee 

the deepening long term crisis in capitalism. But 

what now? Now they are forced to not only bear 

its negative effects but also severe setbacks. In 

future, as the MSP is set to go after new farm laws, 

deteriorating economic conditions because of all 

agriculture products not getting sold in mandis, 

constant setbacks in open markets resulting in 

increasing risk in agriculture related investments is 

leading rich farmers into dire straits. One aspect of 

capitalist agriculture is more expensive farming. It 

has finally entrapped rich farmers, the result being 

their increasing burden of debt. It is logical that 

they foresee the effects of unrestricted freedom to 

corporate capital in agriculture through these farm 

laws as risk of unmitigated disaster for themselves 

and are deeply worried. Therefore, nearly whole 

farming community is restless and agitated owing 

to the misery and danger of dispossession by the 

‘development’ of agriculture in capitalism, and has 

become united against its common enemy, the 

corporate capital. 

Obviously, the farm laws and the unavailability of 

remunerative prices in open market has now 

further increased the importance of MSP for the 

rich farmers. It is they who are raising the demand 

of implementing it all over the country with a 

statutory guarantee, to mobilise the whole of 

peasantry behind themselves. What else could 

drive the political behaviour of a class motivated 

by profit till their expectations from capitalism are 

fully exhausted! Fact is, the farmers have not only 

used the demand of statutory guarantee for MSP to 

confront corporate capital eager for entry in 

agriculture, but also created a renewed fervour for 

MSP among poor peasants by propagating the 

advantages of statutory guarantee of MSP for all. 

Thus, whole of the farming community has been 

mobilised into this protest, driven by the 

apprehension of a disaster caused by inevitable 

and complete corporate control on agriculture and 

rural life through the new farm laws. From their 

point of view, statutorily guaranteed MSP has 

become of vital importance since they want 

protection from vicissitudes of market for their 

(especially rich & medium farmers) own survival 

as the private companies will then be forced to pay 

MSP despite fall in open market prices. However, 

why will a capitalist government concede to the 

demand of statutory MSP? Similar is the position 

on withdrawal of three farm laws, which will 

obstruct the further capitalist development of 

agriculture. That is why a government in the pay 

of corporates like Modi government is not even 

ready to listen to demand of statutorily guaranteed 

MSP. Even if it agrees for statutory guarantee for 

MSP as tactical retreat under pressure of 

movement, will it implement it? It cannot since the 

moribund capitalism can no longer bear its burden. 

Its like a moribund collapsing house unable to bear 

the burden of a single person. But it doesn’t mean 

that the demand is unjust as the bourgeois 

economists say. Fact is that the existing capitalist 

system itself is unjust and past its time and unable 

to bear burden of this demand. Hence the need to 

eliminate capitalism itself. As to Modi 

government, it is resisting since it’s the flagbearer 

of “political will” to defend the present capitalist 

system at any cost instead of being a ‘government 

of the people’. It is this “political will” which is at 

stake today, and this “will” is most vital for all 

fascists. It is this “will” which has endeared it to 

the capitalist class. It can not lose this 

characteristic “will”, even if it must opt for brutal 

repression of the farmers. 

It is clear that if this demand is raised strongly and 

gains wide popularity, it will lead farmers to not 
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only transcend capitalism but also to the demand 

of a proletarian state because except a proletarian 

state not driven by profit no other state can bear 

the burden of the purchase guarantee for farmers. 

Hence present farmers movement has a dual role. 

On one hand, it is a fight by owner farmers for their 

survival against the corporate capital. On the other, 

this fight for farmers survival can also cross the 

boundary of the capitalist state and bring to fore 

(spontaneously from below) the necessity of a 

proletarian socialist state. Same applies to MSP 

which, on one hand, has been used by agitating 

farmers as a powerful weapon against the 

corporate capital eager to enter agriculture through 

farm laws, and on the other hand, they are using it 

as an appealing rallying call to mobilise wider 

farming community against the designs of 

corporate capital. The MSP, in this form, instead 

of remaining MSP in original sense, transforms 

into a demand for purchase guarantee under a 

contract farming agreement with the state. Hence, 

though externally bearing stamp of the old 

demands of the farmers movement, both its aim 

and kernel have metamorphosed into new. While 

its objective is to put up an unscalable barrier for 

the corporates, its kernel is directed towards 

breaking the boundary of the bourgeois state. 

The whole framework of the new farm laws aims 

to push the farmers out of agriculture by 

demolishing the concept of all safety mechanisms 

(e.g. MSP) for them. It is confirmed by the 

documents of 11th Five Year Plan, 

recommendations of CACP and recent discussions 

of Niti Aayog. Whether it is the law to facilitate 

entry of huge companies in contract farming, or 

the one allowing big corporates to buy produce at 

farmgate and trade it freely anywhere, or the one 

to amend Essential Commodities act, all three laws 

strongly favour the corporate capital. It, therefore, 

becomes essential to stick to the demand to repeal 

these laws and to utilise demand for statutorily 

guaranteed MSP to organise and mobilise farmers 

to rise in revolt against the onslaught of corporate 

capital. 

The agitation should be analysed with this outlook. 

This is based not only on the objective 

understanding of processes working externally as 

well as below the surface of the movement but also 

guides us arrive at our revolutionary tasks. It was 

with this objective that our paper in PRC 

Conference presented the outline of a 

revolutionary programme for farmers on behalf of 

the working class. It needs be realised that price 

signal governs and drives the common farmers in 

capitalism. Therefore, their pull towards MSP 

cannot be the sole criterion for deciding our 

approach towards the present farmers movement. 

We need to form a comprehensive view by 

examining both external and internal aspects of a 

phenomenon. Not to do so would only 

demonstrate the political short-sightedness and 

tactical poverty of those practising revolutionary 

working class politics. After more than 50 days of 

the movement, we are in a position to say that 

along with the cry of freedom from corporate 

capital it is also capable of mobilising the 

countrywide masses against the capitalist loot 

itself since this agitation has moved towards this 

new awakening solely under the compulsions of its 

own internal dialectical dynamics. 

RICH PEASANTS IN 2021: SOME MORE 

DISCUSSION 

A lot is being said in the working class political 

circles about the rich farmers in this movement. 

Some discussion and few clarifications regarding 

rich farmers are, therefore, in order. We find that a 

blunt (foolish and non-dialectical) opposition to 

rich farmers is being adopted by some to be the 

revolutionary political act of working class, which 

essentially means asking the working class to keep 

away from this movement. However, we must 

remember that whereas the common farmer of 

today is not the one typically exploited by feudal 

landlords as portrayed in stories of Premchand, the 

rich farmer of today is also not the old one who 

only benefited by expansion of capitalist farming 

and market remaining fully unaware and ignorant 

of its future negative consequences. They could 

then find nothing but profit in capitalist agriculture 

and considered themselves unchallenged in the 

arena of capitalist farming. While profiting from 

capitalist agriculture they were unaware of the fact 

that by deepening and expanding capitalist 

farming they were paving the path for big 

corporate capital to enter the arena of capitalist 



THE TRUTH / Issue 10 / February 2021                                                                                                                                        15 

agriculture once developed sufficiently and to 

bring forth their own giant challengers. They 

remained fully unaware of the fact they were 

creating the instruments of their own future 

destruction and negation. They remained ignorant 

that this very capitalist agriculture, once developed 

sufficiently, will put serious question mark on 

their own very existence and survival. That 

juncture has now arrived. The spectre of the entry 

of corporate capital into agriculture, now real and 

imminent, is making them restless owing to its 

devastating consequences for themselves. These 

repercussions can only become greater in future 

bringing forth more and more crises. Hence, not 

only the poor peasants but the rich farmers also 

find their confidence in capitalist agriculture 

shaken. Their role in the movement till now is 

quite evident of this. We can say that the rich 

Indian farmer of 2021, face to face with the 

inhuman character of capitalist system, will have 

to give up its past prejudices and welcome and 

support our call of collective farming under a 

proletarian socialist state, as there is no other way 

of its very survival. Both to make the movement 

victorious and to avoid the devastating fate under 

the corporate onslaught, they will find only one 

remaining choice – undeterred fight against 

capitalism in alliance with workers and poor 

peasants. The road ahead for rural workers and 

poor peasants is clear. They know that their 

destiny lies with proletariat. It is mainly the rich 

and medium farmers who must decide how they 

can survive the large scale capitalist production 

and onslaught of corporate dominance. Only they, 

among all farmers, face this question. We should 

allow them to think over it freely. If they do not 

choose the path suggested by the proletariat, we 

will have to leave them to their fate. However, it 

need be said that it is now impossible to prevent 

emergence of this revolutionary kernel of the 

present movement (emergence of the path of 

emancipation of farmers under a future proletarian 

state) since the inhuman anarchy of capitalist 

production itself is guaranteeing this by turning 

more devastating day by day and leaving no other 

alternative for the entire rural population. This is 

the only possible path forward for history and the 

whole of humanity is bound to move forward this 

way sooner or later for its emancipation. 

Notwithstanding the division of farmers into many 

classes and strata, present crisis ridden capitalism 

has blocked the erstwhile option of one class of 

farmers moving ahead on capitalist road by 

exploiting the rest. If they attempt to move ahead 

on this very road, they will themselves be 

penalised and gobbled up by corporate capital. Not 

only farmers but the whole of humanity and 

civilization can only survive by giving up the 

historically obsolete idea of exploiting others. All 

classes oppressed by corporate capital must now 

realise the demand of time and direction of history. 

No intermediate class can now save themselves by 

exploiting proletariat and sacrificing the interests 

of the poorest. Those who exploit will in turn be 

victims of bigger exploiters. This is the crystal 

clear truth now in the present age of giant 

corporate monopolies. Besides, whoever splits the 

movement for petty momentary interests and 

causes defeat in this fight for farmers’ survival 

against corporate capital will be permanently 

thrown out of the future movements. 

Capitalist agriculture in India was ushered in from 

above by state sponsored reforms. The winner of 

this process was this very class of rich farmers who 

were also amply benefited. Now they do not want 

allurement of high prices in open market in place 

of minimum price guarantee by government. They 

have experienced the MSP less private open 

markets in Bihar, Maharashtra, Punjab, Haryana 

and several southern states and they know all its 

pros and cons, promised profits of future and 

current bitter results very well. In the current stage 

of capitalist development of agriculture, they are 

lured by nothing but MSP as they have realised 

that open market will bankrupt them. Undoubtedly 

this is something new for rich farmers. They want 

to reverse the conditions for this scenario but their 

attachment to private property also makes them 

afraid of the leadership of working class and the 

proletarian state. Hence their predominant 

tendency is to look back instead of moving 

forward. However, the apprehension of what lies 

in future for them also brings them closer to 

proletariat. Only the passage of time can remove 

this baggage of past. As the repercussions of 

corporate dominance will become more and more 

clear, realisation of the real alternative will dawn 
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upon them. Today they have come into the fight 

for demands with new kernel and a new temper, in 

future they will be prepared mentally for other 

aspects too. 

THE EXISTENCE AND NATURE OF CONTRADICTIONS 

PRESENT IN THE MOVEMENT 

It is true that the demands of present farmers 

movement are contradictory, the basis of which 

lies in the class division among the farmers and 

specific historical background. Most prominent 

contradiction is the fact that the farmers rely on 

instruments of capitalist state in their fight for 

survival against capitalist system dominated by 

corporate capital whereas the success of this 

movement as well as the long term future of 

farmers make it necessary to go beyond the bounds 

of capitalism. Let us take the example of MSP. The 

new farm laws aim to dismantle MSP based public 

procurement to finally dismantle the Public 

Distribution System (PDS) which will demolish 

the food security of both rural and urban poor. 

Hence the poor must oppose the farm laws. Still 

neither the rural nor the urban poor can 

wholeheartedly support MSP since within 

capitalist relations, it results in higher expenditure 

on food by workers and other working people. 

This naturally weakens the support of working 

class and poor people in general for this 

movement. Though, without the obstacle of profit, 

it is possible for any government to provide free 

nutritious food to not only poor but for all despite 

MSP, ‘state’ can use MSP to manipulate and 

provoke poor against movement at a delicate 

moment. On the other hand, even if the demand of 

cost plus 50% MSP is conceded by government, it 

cannot be fulfilled in capitalism beyond 

declarations because the root cause of the problem 

of just prices for agri-produce and guarantee of 

dignified livelihood for farmers is not the presence 

or absence of a ‘law’ but the completely irrational 

operation of sale of agri-produce in profit oriented 

capitalist system which constantly keeps pushing 

majority population to economic indigence. No 

capitalist laws but only a proletarian revolution 

can resolve this impasse. Now we find the whole 

farmers movement sticking to the demand of 

government procurement of all agri-produce on 

preannounced prices. This implies that the 

fundamental demand of the movement is for the 

government to enter into contract farming with 

farmers, which is impossible to be fulfilled not 

only by the current fascist government of crisis 

ridden capitalism but also by a ‘normal’ capitalist 

government as making production system free of 

profit motive is an essential precondition for it. But 

that is impossible without social ownership of 

means of production and complete socialisation of 

production, i.e., reorganisation of society on 

socialist basis by abolishing the rule of capital. 

Obviously, the kernel of this demand is anti-

capitalist. Therefore, the solution for this is 

possible only in a proletarian state by organising 

farmers into collective farms and entering into 

contract farming agreement with them, as was 

done in socialist Russia. 

Hence the demand for statutorily guaranteed MSP, 

though irrational in capitalism, transforms the 

current farmers movement into one that in essence 

aims at a revolutionary objective, and knowingly 

or unknowingly sows the idea of a state in the 

imagination of the farmers that looks like a 

proletarian state. And it cannot be gainsaid that it 

is solely proletariat that as future ruling class can 

promise to farmers to save them ‘as farmers’ from 

the absolutism of bourgeois state and anarchy of 

capitalist production, if they are ready to go 

beyond the bounds of capitalist production, the 

possibility of which has improved quite a lot.  

In brief this contradiction is only natural, 

especially more so since the present movement of 

farmers is not one of imaginary ‘innocent’ and 

‘simpleton‘ farmers but of the ones who are under 

the influence of capitalist ideology and who were 

hitherto driven by capitalist aspirations and 

mentality of becoming rich and wealthy, however 

much they want to escape from those aspirations 

now and, browbeaten by the markets, are seeking 

shelter with state, though that state is capitalist and 

true to its class, instead of protecting them, is 

serving them on a platter to be gobbled up and 

digested by big corporate capital. 
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PATH OF EMANCIPATION LIES IN SOLUTION OF 

CONTRADICTIONS 

As petty producers in small scale production the 

farmers’ natural propensity is to be driven by price 

signal, as they have no other way to satisfy their 

desires for development, till by their own 

experience and ideological-political intervention 

of proletariat they understand that their 

redemption does not lie in owning small land 

parcels but in exploitation and oppression free 

collective farming under a socialist state, which 

will resolve all the above contradictions and 

problems arising in the 21st century modern 

agriculture. 

The probability of resolution of the contradiction 

between its external form and real kernel will 

increase in case the movement picks momentum 

and this can take any form – simple, complex or 

explosive. It depends on the shape and form taken 

by the confrontation emerging between the 

corporates and farmers movement and what errors 

of omission or commission are committed by the 

fascist government in handling this movement. 

The government has remained weak in handling 

the movement till now and the farmers look set to 

take it to higher pitch and momentum. Along with 

the farmers, the interests of proletariat and 

working class in general require the unity of 

farmers remaining intact till victory against 

corporate capital and its brokers. It is essential that 

the attack of farmers’ agitation be focussed against 

the corporate capital and irrational contradictory 

development of capitalist agriculture. The 

question of coordination and unity of leadership of 

farmers movement with that of proletarian 

revolutionary leadership becomes of vital 

significance here for the complete success and 

victory of the movement since it is only the 

working class which for historical reasons is 

capable of fighting to the end with capitalist class 

for emancipation of the farmers, but also has the 

most clear and complete understanding of the 

strategy and tactics of this struggle and also has the 

ability for comprehensive political exposure of the 

whole system of capitalist agriculture. Clearly, the 

possibility of the final victory of the movement 

will weaken in absence of appropriate role of 

working class and its revolutionary leadership. 

Hence ensuring the presence of the working class 

revolutionary ideology in the movement as soon as 

possible is the challenge facing both farmers and 

working class. 

WHAT IS BEING REFLECTED BY THE PRESENT 

FARMERS’ MOVEMENT? 

It must be reiterated that we do not agree with the 

view that present movement is only a continuation 

of past movements driven solely by kulak 

interests. It is still more erroneous to view it as 

complete reflection of or identical to the kulak 

farmers movements of old. What is of utmost 

significance for the working class movement is the 

fact that that this movement has led common 

peasantry to consider the ill consequences of 

capitalist development of agriculture including 

corporate farming as their chief enemy, though it 

is true that it might not be possible to turn it against 

capitalism itself owing to the serious weaknesses 

in the working class movement itself. This 

agitation expresses despair of the farmers in the 

capitalist path of development of agriculture and is 

creating a spirit of rejection of the very principles 

of capitalist competition, i.e., moving forward 

stepping on the dead bodies of each other and 

encouraging an atmosphere conducive to 

generation and spread of new revolutionary ideas. 

In absence of the progressive and revolutionary 

consciousness the common farmers might not be 

able to understand clearly the underlying causes of 

the present disastrous crisis in agriculture and the 

role of capitalism but when they accuse the 

government in anguish and pain for their ruin and 

devastation, the real target of their anger is nothing 

but capitalism. It is imperative to encourage and 

amplify these sentiments and thoughts. It is a joint 

and common, and mandatory, task of all 

revolutionary working class and peasant 

organisations and their advanced forces.  If this 

task can be completed, it will have deep impact on 

the revolutionary task of transforming state and 

society, rather will give it a big push ahead and 

huge momentum. 

What does this sharpening of movement reflect? 

This reflects that the common farmer is now 

compelled to conclude that they can no longer 

sustain within the capitalist competition for higher 
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prices and profit on the basis of their private 

property of small landholdings and small scale of 

production and they are not capable to take any 

more risks to compete for higher prices with large 

scale corporate capitalist farms to fulfil their 

aspirations of happy and prosperous life. They 

have realised that their position as petty producers 

in capitalist competition has pushed them into the 

quagmire of debt and the deep distress of loans and 

impoverishment have forced them into the trap of 

suicides and dispossession instead of prosperity. It 

is also clear to them that the new farm laws are 

nothing but the continuation of this irrational 

contradictory development of capitalism in 

agriculture, corporate farming being its next and 

inevitable destination. At this new juncture 

corporates will be the new predators with 

insatiable hunger. The victims of their hunger will 

not only be limited to rural proletariat, semi-

proletariat and poor farmers but it will go beyond 

to devastation of whole countryside and 

dispossession and ruin of most of the intermediate 

classes including a section of rich farmers. 

Danger of corporate domination is not the only 

reason of the present restlessness of farmers. They 

have witnessed the distressing consequences of 

first phase of development of capitalist agriculture 

and that is causing great fear and anxiety. It must 

not be forgotten that lakhs of farmers have already 

died by suicide owing to the destructive results of 

capitalist agriculture. Now they no longer dream 

of enrichment through market. Nevertheless, for 

want of any other alternative, especially in absence 

of a working class revolutionary intervention for 

transformation of their life, they could and would 

do nothing but keep on jostling for illusory 

benefits in the same market despite being ruined. 

What Modi government has done through the farm 

laws is a ‘sudden’ assault on poor farmers who in 

desperation have risen in this battle against the 

government. Therefore, there is a strong likelihood 

that the farmers movement can transcend the limit 

of MSP and target the irrationality and anarchy of 

capitalist agriculture in toto in near future, that 

being the root cause of ruin of broader farmer 

community because it is the law of capitalist 

development in agriculture which leads to 

corporate domination on farmers, which they are 

opposing. It means that if this movement makes 

emancipation of farmers and social transformation 

for that as its point of departure even in very 

general terms, it will lead to its moving forward on 

a revolutionary path since there can be no end to 

farmers’ woes within capitalism, and if it takes 

revolutionary path its strength will become 

manifold in alliance with workers and all poor 

people, making it invincible. However only 

desires cannot make it happen, neither the poor-

medium peasants will have this revolutionary 

awakening on their own, nor the movement will 

move in that direction by solely by their own 

efforts. This needs indefatigable efforts of the 

class conscious workers and their party whose task 

is to explain patiently to farmers how the future 

proletarian state based on alliance of workers and 

working peasants will free all farmers and 

countryside not only from forced corporate loot 

but also emancipate them from the very 

exploitation of capital. Hence working class must 

intervene in this movement with its maximum 

slogans and not partial demands. Farmers 

movement has traversed in a certain way, the 

victory beyond can only be ensured in this manner. 

HISTORICAL MISSION OF CAPITAL IN 

AGRICULTURE AND RICH FARMERS 

Undoubtedly corporate favouring farm laws will 

have differing impact on poor and rich farmers. 

However, the difference will be of quantity and not 

of fundamental direction. While the poor medium 

peasants will be forcefully proletarianized, barring 

a very shallow but the wealthiest upper crust the 

rich farmers will also lose their erstwhile position 

and they will also be dispossessed and ruined. It 

must be noted that the historical role of capitalism 

in agriculture is to drive away broader population 

of farmers from agriculture which is accomplished 

in multiple phases. In India, the rich farmers 

benefited in the first phase while the poor (small 

and marginal) peasants were ruined by heavy debt 

burden and impoverishment by the costlier 

farming typical of capitalist agriculture. In the 

current 2nd phase of capitalist agriculture, medium 

and rich farmers have now become the target of 

capitalist alienation of property. Rich farmers 

were, and still are, very useful for capitalist 
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system. Therefore, ‘state’ might adopt some less 

painful methods for alienating and driving them 

out. The proposal of ‘income support’ as a 

substitute of ‘minimum support’ is an example. 

Annual payment of 6,000 rupees as Kisan 

Samman Nidhi is a form of this income support 

and is quite alluring politically. We have already 

seen such compensation to farmers in Europe and 

America to forego farming. This is a way to ‘bribe’ 

and buy out farmers which is adopted by the ‘state’ 

to avoid the danger of social unrest inherent in 

forceful driving out of mass of farmers from 

agriculture. However, the temper of current 

movement indicates this might not delude farmers, 

even if the amount of pay-out is enhanced as 

Indian farmers do not appear to be ready to give up 

agriculture as easily as Europe and America. 

Therefore, the decisive victory of capitalism over 

farmers in India is likely to be achieved only 

through devastation and complete ruin of farmers 

whether it will be accomplished quickly or over a 

long period will depend on many circumstances. 

The main take away is that the task of bringing 

together of working class and exploited-oppressed 

farmers as allies remains pending. Need of the 

hour for vast masses of exploited-oppressed 

peasantry to stand immediately with proletarian 

revolution and for future proletarian state and 

working class should do all it can to make peasants 

movement victorious. Present peasant movement 

has defined and presented this task to both classes 

in clear terms with some specific characteristics in 

this new era. 

Thus, despite the history of rich farmers, fact is 

they cannot avoid being dispossessed from 

agriculture sooner or later. If we try to give voice 

to the anguish of the rich farmers, it will be like 

they asking government, ‘Were we rich farmers 

used to accumulate capital in agriculture so that 

one day it might be appropriated by the big 

corporate capital by predating upon and gobbling 

us up?’  

Class conscious worker and poor peasant will tell 

them, ‘You have got it right. Capitalism works 

exactly that way. This is what is called capitalist 

development. To become more and more 

centralised in the hands of big capitalists or their 

trusts is the inherent character of capital. The hue 

and cry raised by entry of big capital in agriculture 

is only an example of this. This is the extended 

form of capitalist law of big ‘fish’ predating upon 

small ‘fish’. However, the ‘fish’ now find 

themselves facing ‘sharks’ and ‘crocodiles’, and in 

capitalism the result can only be against the ‘fish’.’ 

This is the fundamental law of capitalism that 

capital always passing from smaller to bigger to 

still bigger capitalist owners, ultimately tends to 

become centralised in the trusts controlled by few 

largest capitalists. This march of capital goes on 

ceaselessly, and devastating not only the working 

class, but also ruining numerous small-big 

ramparts of capital owned by petty producers, 

creating social unrest. This march of capital can 

only move ahead through ruining all intermediate 

classes like what has happened till now and is 

bound to become quicker in future in Indian 

capitalist agriculture. This is the general law of 

development of capital and the principal reason for 

the crisis of peasantry. 

CENTRALISATION OF CAPITAL, EXPROPRIATION OF 

FARMERS AND PROLETARIAN STATE 

We want to tell farmers plainly that this law of 

centralisation of capital can only be stalled or 

reversed through uprooting the rule of the 

capitalist class, that means in essence to put all 

social wealth in social ownership and utilise it in 

the service of all humanity without discrimination 

instead of it being owned by capitalist class and 

made to work solely for increasing their profits. 

This sole purpose of social wealth being to 

accumulate more and more capital for few owners 

has transformed it into enemy of humanity. 

However, the present nature of social means of 

production can be transformed from enemy of 

humanity into friend of humanity by putting these 

in social ownership, since the objective will then 

change from earning profits for capitalists to 

fulfilling social needs of all. 

The immediate impact of this on agriculture and 

farmers will be the establishment of a proletarian 

state of working class with participation of 

peasantry, which will organise all real farmers into 

collective farms where they will grow as much 

produce as possible without fear of competition 

and markets. The more they produce, and of better 
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quality, will contribute towards their own and 

social progress as it will fulfil the need of 

nutritious food of whole working class, a 

fundamental responsibility of proletarian state. 

Working class state will not only procure whole 

produce of farmers but will also transform 

agriculture into modern and exploitation free one 

in the leadership of farmers (and not of capitalists) 

so that they will also become free of present 

drudgery and have ample time for their all-round 

development including professional skills. Present 

anti peasant and worker capitalist competition 

among the farmers will then become a thing of the 

past. Therefore, individual and collective 

development will then become complementary 

and inter se prerequisite. Enrichment of few at the 

cost of all other farmers, especially enrichment of 

corporate capital and their endless pursuit of 

profit, in brief the whole contradictory character of 

capitalist development, which is the mainstay of 

not only capitalist agriculture but of the capitalist 

system in its entirety, will cease forever. 

The objective of workers and peasants state, to be 

established by uprooting capitalist state, will be 

the progress and upliftment of real producers and 

not guaranteeing profits of capitalists and 

corporate firms. It will permanently end the 

present system of sacrificing interests of peasantry 

for the sake of profits of few capitalists which is 

the basis of existing capitalist agriculture and 

against which the farmers are agitating now. All 

the anarchy and irrationality of economic system 

which ruins the farmers speculating in prices 

controlled and fixed by the international financial 

capitalists will end as the proletarian state will 

abolish the freedom to rob farmers at will and 

remove Indian agriculture from the global system 

of exploitation. The crisis of overproduction, that 

chronic disease of not only agriculture but of 

whole global capitalist system will also become a 

thing of the past. The problem of ‘sale on 

remunerative prices’ as well as sudden collapse of 

demand will both be no more as the farmers will 

engage in more modern but exploitation free 

collective farming under contract with proletarian 

state, with pre-agreed remunerative prices. The 

need will now be to produce more since that state 

will not be driven by profits but with the aim of 

supplying more and more material needs to ensure 

higher quality of life for all producers. 

Proletarian state will make essential public 

services like education and health free, universal 

and easily available for all to end the capitalist 

stratagems that make a large part of the income of 

workers and peasants go back to the treasuries of 

the capitalists making them become further 

indigent. This state will also ensure public and 

universal care for all those who are incapable of 

working and are left to die uncared for in capitalist 

system. A part of the social product would be set 

aside for old, children, sick and handicapped as 

social responsibility which is not possible in 

capitalist system today. 

 Our relationship with nature will also become 

rational. The irrational capitalist race among 

farmers for becoming rich has led to excessive use 

of chemical fertilizers, pesticides and hybrid 

seeds, which has damaged the fertility of soil not 

only in regions of Green revolution but of the 

whole country, and agriculture might be damaged 

irreversibly for future generations. The farmers 

know this but have no way out in present system. 

They are unable to save their own lives from ruin 

what to say of soil fertility. The saddest thing is 

that capitalist society has not been successful in 

eradicating hunger despite destroying soil fertility. 

The pursuit of profit has led to the situation where 

grains are rotting in warehouses and farmers are 

compelled to destroy the whole crops of fruits of 

vegetables in the fields as they cannot get even 

cost price. Fact is that presently higher production 

of agriculture products further tightens the noose 

around farmer’s neck. As soon as agriculture is 

freed from production for profit motive all these 

will become things of the past and society will be 

able to satisfy needs of all even if production is a 

little less. We’ll be able to return to nature what we 

take from it, put a stop to its over-exploitation and 

will be able to harness nature and its forces in the 

service of the society as a conscious part of it and 

not as victors. 

The women farmers will also be free of oppression 

as the oppression of women will cease in entirety. 

Their participation in social production will 

increase without any domestic burdens or social 
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pressures and the responsibility of nurturing 

children will be that of whole society and the state 

as its representative instead of the women alone. A 

new world will then arise. A new farmer will be 

born who will work hard for a beautiful, 

prosperous and wealthy society of which she 

herself will be a member, instead of the present 

crazy pursuit of being rich and individual 

prosperity the consequences of which are already 

visible. Then the new all-round human will arise. 

There will be a new civilization based on 

cooperation with, instead of in competition with, 

the nature. Human life will then truly be human. 

Therefore, we find that emancipation of farmers 

requires them not to become part of this pursuit of 

profit but to eradicate the rule of capital altogether. 

However, the first and foremost task for this is to 

stop the destructive march of capital’s 

‘Ashvamedh’. For this, it is not enough to remove 

Modi government, but we must not pause till 

capitalism itself is eradicated. Only then will end 

the inhuman cycle of corporate capital the 

consequences of which the farmers are suffering 

now. The emancipation of farmers as farmers will 

be achieved quite easily and quickly under a future 

proletarian state, whereas what to say of small 

farmers it is impossible for even rich farmers to 

survive as independent producers in the face of 

competition from large scale capitalist production 

and present giant corporate capital in the form of 

large companies. Hence, the future of farmers 

consists only in allying with workers to fight for a 

new society else compete ruin is inevitable. 

BASIS OF OUR PARTY’S SUPPORT 

Our party as vanguard of working class, stands 

rocklike and in full force with the agitating farmers 

on the basis of building abovementioned society 

free from exploitation and on the appeal to struggle 

together for this objective. On behalf of working 

class, we intend to ensure that farmers movement 

should not become isolated, hence we have 

attempted to elaborate in great detail the finer 

issues related to this. However, fact remains that 

this movement can only move forward with the 

force of its own dialectical dynamics and by 

reaching a rational and scientific understanding. 

Only then it will score final victory over corporate 

capital in alliance with working class. 

On behalf of our party and working class, we wish 

to convey to agitating farmers that, ‘working class 

supports their struggle for survival from big capital 

as its own with confidence that they will continue 

it till final victory and will realise that neither 

farmers nor the society or humanity can gain 

anything till the rule of capitalist class is 

overthrown and they come out of its vicious circle. 

We have no intention to tell farmers that there is 

any hope of emancipation from misery and 

solution of the big problems of life without 

freedom from capitalism. Saying anything else 

will be false.’ 

CONCLUSIONS 

That the present farmers agitation has become so 

popular and inspiring is the result of its sharp and 

strong opposition to corporate power which is 

today the chief force for shameless robbery of the 

labour of Indian working people and natural 

resources, hence the fountain of all injustice in 

society. Any movement opposed to this big capital 

is bound to become dear to common people by 

attracting attention and support of all. This is what 

makes the present movement unprecedented and 

different from past movements for remunerative 

prices, despite all its internal contradictions. In its 

kernel it is spontaneously targeting capitalist 

rationality and market mechanism through which 

corporate capital intends to enter agriculture, and 

that is its major characteristic. 

It is remarkable that, though not consciously, this 

movement is inspired by the idea of a state which 

will reverse the contradictory progress of capitalist 

agriculture including all its ruinous consequences. 

The fear of anarchy of market and the fight to 

prevent final victory of corporate capital over 

agriculture is driven by this idea. This 

demonstrates the farmers’ present level of 

consciousness. They want a state which will go 

against the interests of capital, irony being the 

desire for fulfilment of this demand is dependent 

on the mercy of a capitalist state! This is the 

epitome of contradictions inherent in this 

movement implying that, in case this movement 

strengthens, it is bound to turn against the rule of 
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capital. If such an outcome comes about, it will be 

no surprise. 

It is very much possible that the government might 

retreat tactically, as part of corporate bourgeois 

strategy, for the time being. But that will not mean 

emancipation of farmers but only a temporary 

lifeline because there can never be a capitalist state 

which will go against the interests of big 

capitalists. Therefore, if the confrontation between 

the movement and the state sharpens (on the 

possibility of which depends the victory of 

revolutionary kernel over external form) and the 

working class joins peasantry scientifically it will 

turn towards the joint demand of workers and 

peasants – eradication of capitalism. The 

possibility of such an outcome should not be 

rejected outright but anticipated and prepared for.  

Till capitalism remains, the struggle of farmers 

against corporate will continue and sharpen. The 

party of working class should not only oppose 

farm laws but fully expose the working of 

capitalism comprehensively, i.e., among and with 

reference to all classes. This is the second 

precondition for this movement taking a 

revolutionary turn, first being the constant onward 

march of the movement till final victory for 

present demands, without which second 

precondition is meaningless. 

Such an open expression of the contradiction 

between its external form and kernel in the middle 

of a still ongoing movement, like what is 

happening in case of current peasant movement in 

the very beginning indicates that the time of 

resolution of this contradiction is close. Hence, it 

is appropriate for the working class to pay 

attention to it and formulate its strategy and tactics 

accordingly. 

Whatever the end result of this movement (even its 

complete collapse) cannot undermine its 

significance. Nothing can stop the impact of its 

kernel on the future peasant movements. Would 

the working class movement put its impact on it! 

If it couldn’t till now, it can and should do so now. 

The permanent crisis of capitalism and the ruin of 

farmers and onslaught of corporates on them in 

this period of fascist reaction, both are not going 

to end. Corporate onslaught on peasantry will 

continue till capitalism exists whichever party 

forms the government. Therefore, even more 

impactful and decisive struggles of farmers, every 

time in closer alliance and leadership of working 

class will and must take place in near future, this 

movement indicates. It is of utmost importance for 

working class and its party to understand that its 

task, in the period of movements of such kernel 

and high level, is to present itself and intervene as 

a class fighting to become future ruling class 

replacing capitalist class to show the path of 

emancipation to common peasants, and not to put 

forward economic demands as poor supplicants. 

PRC CPI (ML) warmly welcomes this new 

awakening in the peasantry as a result of the 

farmers agitation and eagerly awaits its 

transformation into revolutionary consciousness 

and commits to all out efforts to make this 

transformation possible.  

  

SUPREME COURT ORDER AND THE FARMERS 

The farmers are naturally hurt by the 12th January 

order of Supreme Court to constitute a committee 

to review farm laws consisting of experts strongly 

supportive of these new farm laws. The farmers 

need to understand that in a class divided society, 

the justice meted out by the courts, functioning as 

a pillar of the existing capitalist system, cannot be 

supra-class or above class interests. The resolve 

of the farmers to continue agitation despite and 

against the desires of court order might violate 

the said court order, but it does not at all violate 

the idea of justice in accordance with the 

permanent forward march of the history. It needs 

be stated here that besides courts all of us are 

bound by the judgement of ‘history’, moral 

standing of which is supreme in this universe. 

The judgement pronounced by the court of 

history is not only not against farmers’ resolve 

but also with their just movement. ‘History’ 

already demands the removal of capitalist class 

obstructing its forward march from power and the 

driving seat of society. Let this judgement be 

executed as quickly as possible to defend this 

demand for protection of humanity. 
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Police barricades at Ghazipur Border 

Finally, farmers' movement has entered its 

second phase with a bang. Government and 

Farmers are both equally poised at this stage in 

this confrontation which seems all set to 

intensify in coming months, however 'way 

forward' for both is neither easy nor clear. How 

to go ahead from here seems 'not yet decided', 

neither for the government, nor for the farmers. 

Hence this phase is very crucial. However, one 

thing is clear that the confrontation has reached 

a stage from where if both sides take their 

natural course and move undeviated and 

undeterred, it is bound to convert into a final 

showdown in its truest sense. The 'state' will 

embrace all the reactionary elements and 

forces under its wings and will have to prepare 

for complete and final overthrow of the 

remaining old bourgeois democratic set up in 

an attempt to win this confrontation, whereas 

the Farmers too will have to unite with all the 

progressive elements and forces including the 

advance sections of working class to score the 

final or at least a significant win in this battle. 

Both have to decide 'something' before they 

resort to their respective formidable means to 

make this battle victorious for them. Both are 

inching towards this end, but, still not very 

much clear about it. Farmers are determined 

though confused about the final goal and have 

to exercise their brain more about the 'way 

forward' given their mixed composition (from 

marginal to rich farmers). However, if this 

movement picks up some significant level of 

momentum in working class too, pitting them 

against capitalists-corporates on the issue of 

these new farm laws as well as on their own 

specific issues, then the question of its 

direction will be possibly discerned and 

determined more easily and clearly. But this is 

yet to happen. On the other hand, 

Government's direction is clear from the day 

one and becoming clearer with every passing 

day. Government is with the corporates and 

stands for them. She will also stand for them in 

future. There is no question on her intent. The 

only thing that government has to decide at this 

stage is about the 'final' will power to go the 

way they are supposed to go for implementing 

pro-corporate policies and to travel at all costs 

that necessary length of the path that they have 

been paid for. Will they show this final 

courage? Will they or will they not hesitate to 

unleash terror? Answers to such questions are 

still not clear. Is it easy and conducive for them 

to unleash terror at the present juncture where 

it’s all communal and nationalistic postures 

and designs to divide farmers and people have 

failed? No, it is not easy at this moment. If they 

commit an error in choosing the correct time 

for letting loose terror, it may prove disastrous 

for the 'state' itself. The overrated psychopathic 

71 DAYS OF FARMERS' MOVEMENT: 

CRUCIAL SECOND PHASE 
Shekhar 
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megalomaniac characters are also those who 

are easily terrified by mass movements. It this 

huge peasant mass movement sends too many 

fear waves and government succumbs to them, 

then it may commit such an error creating a 

very unique situation replete with too many 

possibilities, but mostly of anarchy and 

disaster as the balance, readiness and final 

correlation of class forces are still unclear. The 

gap between actuality and probability appears 

too huge to be filled.  

The budget presented on Feb 1 as well as the 

way struggling farmers are being treated by the 

state (cutting electricity supply and internet, 

preventing entry of water tankers at the protest 

sites etc), their protest sites are being rounded 

up by erecting permanent (cemented) 

barricades followed with spreading of blade 

wires and sharp nails on the roads and all entry 

roads or paths are being once again dug wide 

and deep – these all provide us with a means to 

gauge the mood of the government as well as 

the 'state'. It amply shows that government and 

'state' both are in no mood to backtrack. But, 

the bigger question at the moment is: 'will it 

also choose to use extreme force?' A clear 

answer, at least regarding the timing, is yet to 

come. In the budget, all allocations meant for 

well-being of farmers and farmers' agriculture 

have been decreased despite a surging farmers 

movement. One naturally hoped that seeing the 

intensity of the ongoing movement at least 

farmers issues will be duly addressed. On the 

other hand, a situation even more serious than 

Indo-Pakistan border like situation being 

created at Delhi borders indicates both fury and 

fear that have engulfed the government mood 

and attitude as of now. The government is both 

furious and fearful. It is mounting repression 

but slowly, fearing farmers' reprisal. It is in a 

way still trying to browbeat the struggling 

farmers with piecemeal repression tactics and 

scare those who are weak and vulnerable. It 

may take this whole crucial phase before it 

embarks upon the 'final will power'. This 

clearly marks this crucial second phase so far 

as the government side is concerned. From the 

farmers' side, 'a lot of things' have yet to be 

decided before they embark upon the final path 

of their liberation from corporates i.e. big 

capital. A situation of uncertainty pertaining to 

direction, path and final goal along with their 

full determination (that is so visible up till 

now) to fight against the pro-corporate policies 

may (or will) prevail throughout this crucial 

phase. Not only the contour of the next (third) 

phase, rather the third phase itself in entirety 

depends on how successfully they cross this 

crucial phase. However, the question of how 

quickly farmers will move across this phase 

and decide about the final goal is dependent on 

the government's side actions. 

Police sets up a wall at Singhu Border 

Let us see the unfolding situation far more 

closely (in brief) and answer few more 

questions relating to this phase. What does the 

present budget announcements precisely 

indicate to the struggling farmers? They 

indicate mainly two things. One, the pro-

corporate farm laws aren't going to be 

repealed. Secondly, the neoliberal policies 

according to which further cuts in allocations 

favouring farmers and those related directly 

and indirectly to well-being of farmers' 

agriculture are on the card. PDS is in danger as 

FCI is on the verge of collapse due to heavy 

debt burden on it. Already FCI and Adani's 

company (AAL) have both agreed to some 

agreement according to which FCI itself will 

provide its shoulder to AAL in monopolising 
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the grain and agricultural produce market and 

thus has signed its own death warrant. The 

direct indication of this is that APMC Mandis 

have to get vanished sooner or later and FCI 

will be finally bundled up completely. So, the 

neoliberal policies are in full play even if it 

means fueling of strong anti-government 

feeling among the farmers who are already 

badly agitated on the issue of farm laws and 

MSP. These are all of course the consequence 

of neoliberal policies whose roots are in the 

dynamics of the contradictory capitalist 

‘development’ which inevitably leads the 

whole capitalist system into the crisis of 

overproduction and falling rate of profit, to 

overcome which capitalist governments of 

every country are forced to resort to further 

doses of neoliberal economic policies. At the 

present juncture, its wider and deeper impact 

has led to not only increasing rate of 

exploitation of labour (through higher relative 

surplus value by increasing productivity as 

well as through absolute surplus value by 

increasing hours of work that does away with 

their rests and breaks and using labourers as 

animals without any rights) but also to 

increasing rate of expropriation of small 

producers like farmers and other intermediary 

classes engaged in production and trade. The 

basic laws of capitalism are going to further 

intensify and aggravate the crisis as can be seen 

from the budget that has laid down such 

policies and has shown to have led them to 

such ends where a very sudden big push to 

concentration and centralisation of capital is 

going to take place shortly after the budget will 

be passed. Small owners of capital and wealth 

will get disposed quickly, more than ever 

before. Naturally, the winners are big corporate 

houses i.e. monopoly and big capital and losers 

are the small producers like farmers, owners of 

small and medium enterprises, traders, 

employees and the vast rural and city poor 

masses. Most of them will be turned bankrupt 

shortly if the present pace of pro-corporate 

moves of the government go unchecked and 

unhindered. The new farm laws have laid a 

much wider net for the corporates. They will 

not only dispossess farmers but deliver the 

whole of rural continents in the hands of 

corporates who will capture everything that 

belongs to villages and agriculture. The trade 

of Agri products would be monopolised 

harming not only the farmers but the whole of 

people including small businessmen. The 

danger of alienation of farmers from their land 

is an imminent threat now. Workers and 

peasant are going to be first and worst hit by 

these laws. The reason of its imminence lies in 

the three laws but the roots of these laws and 

their final consequences are in capitalism and 

capitalist farming that began in India four 

decades ago. These three farms laws are but in 

continuation of that. A capitalist state, 

operating in the era of worldwide permanent 

structural crisis of capitalism, has no option but 

to continue with the neoliberal policies, even 

more harshly every next day. That's why we 

see that even if these laws have created huge 

disenchantment and resentment among the 

farmers and provoked them to rise to resist 

these laws, even then Modi government is not 

budging. The capitalist economic crisis has 

created a situation where government has no 

space to move back. It has no option but to 

move ahead if the wheel of capitalist profit has 

to move forward and pro-capitalist (or pro-

corporate, corporate being an American term 

that signifies big capital only) policies have to 

be pursued despite protest. 

Police barricade wall at Tikri Border 
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Now, can we say that another government, say 

led by Congress, could be an alternative choice 

for the farmers? Will that government reverse 

what Modi has brought and done? The answer 

is NO. If the Indian capitalist class could stop 

or reverse these policies or even slow down its 

pace, a Congress or Congress led government 

had been a better choice in 2014 itself. 

Manmohan Singh must have been their first 

choice, then. But we know they brought Modi-

led fascist government to power and also 

allowed the 'state' to be turned fascist only 

because they found no other way through 

which they could continue with their onward 

march of maximisation of profit. It is however 

another matter that profit may not come even 

this way, finally. We know about the 

irrationality ingrained and built in this system 

that would bring its collapse one day. But the 

capitalists will never cease to go for profit and 

won’t step down on their own. Hence it is all 

likely that the Modi government will anyhow 

go for implementing these policies whatever 

may come, even if it means suppressing the 

farmers’ and people’s movement with utmost 

force. If the Modi government shows weakness 

and tries to back track, it may be shown the 

door just the other day. The possibility may be 

this that a more diehard fascist may be installed 

in his place who possesses more courage to 

implement such extremely anti-farmer, anti-

worker and anti-people laws and suppress their 

revolt with even greater impunity. Hence it is 

most likely that Modi will either win the 

confrontation for the corporate by utilizing 

even the worst methods he finds at his disposal 

or it will be replaced by a much shrewder, 

cunning and stronger fascist. People still have 

no faith in Congress, but more importantly 

corporates have no faith in it. They know 

choosing Congress to rule at this stage means 

stopping or at least slowing or even to some 

extent undoing what Modi did for them in 

seven years, given the tremendous pressure of 

the people's and farmers’ movement that it 

would come under. But even more 

importantly, Congress party itself won't like to 

come to rule the country whose farmers as a 

whole has stood and are most likely to continue 

to stand up against the corporates. Congress 

won't like to get its hands burnt in this fire, at 

least not at the present time. It would better 

keep feeling well contented criticising Modi 

government. It would better keep trying to 

make the corporates feel the importance of its 

own methods of management of capital over 

others for more time till it finds most suitable 

occasion and time to bounce back. The way 

Congress is behaving like a bunch of fools in 

election managements is a pointer to it. UP 

elections in 2022 may prove this point.   
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This is the crossroads where the farmers’ and 

people’s movement against the new farm laws 

have arrived. This is what they are face to face 

with. This is where those leading the 

movement haven't too many choices. If the 

movement further rises, intensifies, expands 

and deepens, the only and the most visible and 

viable option or choice left before the farmers 

and people with every passing day will be to 

fight till the finish of this whole capitalist 

system that is built on the pillars of profit, 

fraud, misrule and exploitation of labour. This 

is a system where there in an undeclared rule 

that big fishes thrive on small fishes. Let us 

hope that the farmers, workers and the people 

who are all at the receiving end of this system 

will decide in favour of choosing this only real 

option or alternative and will be ready in near 

future to dismantle the whole system that is 

based on the negation of justice. Sooner they 

understand it, the better.  

Photo: Santosh Kumar, Kerala  

OUR RESPECTFUL HOMAGE TO THE 

GREAT HISTORIAN AND SCHOLAR 

D. N. JHA 
(1940 – 4TH FEB 2021) 

“For the upper classes, all periods 

in history have been golden; for the 

masses none. The truly golden age 

of the people does not lie in the 

past, but in the future.” 

 

Dwijendra Narayan Jha was a former 

professor at the Department of History, 

Delhi University and member of the 

Indian Council of Historical Research. 

Apart from his momentous contribution 

in the field of Ancient and Medieval 

Indian History, he remained a staunch 

and vocal critic of Saffronization and 

distortion of history by the fascist forces 

currently in power. 
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 “We are fighting MODI-ADANI-AMBANI”. 

Farmers have made the equation simple and 

straight. Dust is settling down with each passing 

day, letting the reality get clearer and clearer. 

How much time used to be lost in explaining that 

the state power is vested in the hands of the 

bourgeoisie and the governments, be it A or B 

are nothing but their management committees!! 

Even the most gullible, the most politically 

ignorant lot of those who always ‘mind their own 

business’, never notice the fire around until it 

reaches their ‘safe and secure’ pigeon holes, 

know that Modi government is fighting most 

doggedly, prepared to go to any extent quite 

literally, in the interest of the Corporate Class. 

Farmers have been their most loyal and faithful 

segment of our society so far but the present 

fascist regime cares a hoot about them when 

interests of their real masters are at stake.  

Interestingly, even that section of society which 

has always been scared of criticizing any 

government, never takes ‘risk’ of opposing any 

barbarity perpetrated by the state about whom 

the celebrated poet Ramdhari Singh Dinkar 

wrote, ‘Jo tatasth hain vaqt likhega unka bhi 

apraadh (Time will fix criminality of even those 

who remain indifferent), are bewildered, 

displaying horrified looks, find their eyes widely 

opened and are asking embarrassing questions to 

the bhakts of the fascists. This is no insignificant 

a feat and the fighting farmers deserve sincere 

congratulations for that. It’s now clear like a 

daylight that Modi and Adani-Ambani cannot be 

fought separately, they have to be taken up 

jointly and severally. Temperature has crossed 

90 -degree mark, reaching nearer the boiling 

point and the heating that was calm so far has 

begun making noise. Reverberations are getting 

louder and louder making even the deaf hear, 

unambiguously. 

Capitalist edifice is crumbling down. Time has 

crossed the point by which the ‘normal’ 

exploitation of labor by parasite class by 

maximizing degree of exploitation and then 

usurping surplus value created by workers used 

to be adequate. This exploitation used to be 

concealed, unidentifiable to the majority of 

society as if it is the normal, natural practice.  

Volatility and vulnerability created by the crisis 

of the present dying order has led to instability 

of the degree when even the bigger sharks feel 

insecure, even though there is no apparent threat 

from the revolutionary working class at present. 

Crocodiles are bitterly fighting among 

themselves, throwing the caution of covering 

their bloody affairs to the wind and are out to 

gulp everything before others pounce upon it. 

This has put the class of Adani & Ambani apart 

from their tribe. Their own established system of 

exploitation is going haywire as they are 

desperate to appropriate entire resources of the 

nation in one bite, earlier than the other. Profile 

of Gautam Adani and his journey from a college 

drop out of eighties of last century to the second 

richest person after Mukesh Ambani of the 

nation today, having total valuation at 32.4 

billion (Rs.236520 crore) adding Rs.459 crore to 

his booty daily, deserves to be examined to know 

ADANI: FACE OF CAPITALIST LOOT IN 

LAST PHASE OF ITS LIFE 
S V Singh 
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the working of a dying system. An amount of 

$21.1 billion (Rs.154330 crore) is added to his 

net worth during 2020 alone even when no 

business took place because of lockdown!! Modi 

government is fighting a bitter, cunning, life and 

death battle against the formidable and so far, 

loyal farming community. This bares the real 

functioning of the bourgeois state in the last 

phase of its life. 

PRE-MODI TIMES 

Adani is growing @48%: Hurricanes are never 

slow and mild and are never peaceful. The most 

eventful ‘Modi- Era’ commenced in 2001 as 

chief minister of Gujrat and is going ahead full 

steam. If you think that Adani learnt the ‘trick of 

the trade’ from Modi, you are wrong. He learnt 

to bend the system to serve his interest well 

before that, just after the ill famous neo 

liberalization onslaught of the early nineties 

(1994-95) when Congress was in power both in 

Gujrat (Chhabildas Mehta) and at center 

(Narsimha Rao-Manmohan Singh).  All 

intellectuals and financial experts of those days, 

the paid servants of the bourgeoisie used, to sell 

‘Special Economic Zones’, reserved protected 

areas for free play of capital as harbingers of 

prosperity for the poor of the nation!!  Like 

Modi, Adani too always thinks big and his Adani 

Exports Limited grabbed the biggest land at the 

very first and the biggest SEZ at Mundra in 

Gujrat. Even Adani’s agri business empire, the 

most talked about topic of the day, began during 

Congress rule.  

MODI TIMES  

During the 2014 Lok Sabha elections, Adani’s 

private jet, was ferrying Modi all over the nation, 

without bothering to hide his name, day and 

night, not for free. Just before that fateful 

election while Modi was CM of Gujrat, total 

15946.32 acre of land was doled out to Adani 

Group in Mundra block of Kutch district of 

Gujrat. Can anyone believe the rate, @Re 1 to 

Rs.32/ per sq meter!! Who said that Achhe Din 

haven’t come!! “This is necessary to promote 

business”, Modi rebuffed criticism in his 

peculiar performing, dramatic style. Within just 

2 months, Sep & Oct 2018, Adani Gas Limited 

was awarded 25 contracts to supply piped natural 

gas network across India, 15 on its own and 10 

as joint venture with IOCL. During the year 2018 

alone, apart from winning gas bids, Adani Group 

acquired Reliance Power’s electricity 

transmission business in Mumbai, GMR’s 

Thermal Powerproject in Chhattisgarh, L & T’s 

Katputli Power in Chennai and a power 

transmission line owned by KEC International in 

Rajasthan, waste water treatment plant in 

Allahabad entering into sewage treatment 

market. Last year, before elections, on 16th 

March 2019, BJP led Jharkhand government 

doled out 16 acres of land to Adani Power for a 

paltry amount of 58 lakh for a period of 30 years! 

Intoxicated by power they think, they will rule 

the nation forever!!   

Adani doesn’t differentiate among bourgeois 

parties according to the color of the flag they 

waive but how fast and how brazenly they bend 

rules to serve his interest, how big they think!! 

He succeeded in hoodwinking both ruling and 

opposition parties even of Australia while 

getting approval for $7-billion (about Rs.51100 

crore) Carmichael coal plant in Australia in 

2017. There was opposition to Adani’s projects 

in Australia but that was from the 

environmentalists, not from the politicians. 

Between 2014 to 2017, Adani group entered new 

sectors like wind energy, solar manufacturing, 

lending, power distribution, sewer treatment, 

aerospace and defense. In September 2017, it 

tied up with Swedish defense giant SAAB to 

make unmanned aerial vehicles and helicopters. 

The group owned total 44 projects during 

Congress rule before takeover of the Indian state 

by Modi and now this group owns total 92 

projects across the country. There exists no 

business sector untouched by Adani Group 

today. They have announced future investment 

of Rs.1,67,000 crore by 2022.   

AIRPORT GRABBING WHIRLWIND: Corporate 

looters are never swayed by emotions. There are 

strong reasons for them to prefer Modi 

https://theprint.in/india/the-story-of-gautam-adanis-rise-from-kidnapping-26-11-survivor-to-mukesh-ambani-rival/566169/
https://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/adani-group-got-land-at-cheapest-rates-in-modi-s-gujarat-114042501228_1.html
https://www.newsclick.in/opposition-questions-jharkhand-nod-16-acres-adani-power-ahead-polls
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particularly during this crony and neo liberal 

phase of capitalism. Here is the example, why? 

Six airports of the country; Ahmedabad, 

Guwahati, Jaipur, Lucknow, Mangaluru and 

Thiruvananthapuram had been upgraded 

recently at the cost of huge public money. 

Violating all the laws, throwing advice of his 

own ministries into the dustbin and showing the 

‘experts’ their place, Modi government 

announced privatization of 6 airports in Feb 

2019. The changes in rules of tendering brought 

about by Modi government enabled Adani 

grabbing all 6 airports although it had no 

experience or expertise to manage airports. 

Award of these 6 airports to Adani was 

announced on 25th Feb 2019 but the news went 

unnoticed, undebated as everyone was 

overwhelmed with euphoria of IAF attacking 

‘terrorist centers’ in Pakistan the very next day, 

displaying rare acumen of managing public 

discourse. When Kerala government challenged 

the decision in court, government conceded 

without blinking that mandatory consultation 

process with state government and public was 

not followed!! The transaction was not stalled 

even after that!! Process of privatization of six 

more airports; Bhubaneshwar, Indore, Trichy, 

Amritsar, Raipur & Varanasi, is on and its 

obvious who will get the awards!! GVK Group 

managing the giant Mumbai airport was arm 

twisted till they agreed to share 74% stake with 

Adani. Instead of selling airports @ 6 at a time, 

no one will be surprised if one finds boards of 

Adani Airports at all the remaining airports to 

save time and ensure ‘ease of doing business’!!   

Adani Energy Limited has jumped more than 

sixfold during 2020 alone. It has grabbed $6 

billion (Rs.43800 crore) solar-power deal as the 

Adani company has a goal of becoming the 

world’s largest renewable-energy maker by 

2025.   

Modi is the darling of corporates not without 

reason. He stands clearly out of the entire ilk of 

other options available on hand. Look at the 

gifted talent he commands in swaying the 

masses and his clients simultaneously when he 

taught them ABC- Avoiding, Burying & 

Confusing!! Addressing business leaders at the 

ET Global Business Summit in New Delhi, Modi 

went into his familiar rodomontade best, 

“instead of avoiding issues, we addressed them; 

instead of burying, we dug it out, and instead of 

confusing, we came up with solutions”.   

ADANI’S SILOS BARE THE REAL FACE OF MODI 

GOVERNMENT  

The company, Adani Agro Logistics Limited 

was incorporated in 2005. The purpose declared 

was storage and transportation (distribution) of 

food grains and providing end to end supply 

chain solution to Food Corporation of India 

(FCI) and various state governments. The first 

silo was commissioned at Moga in Punjab and 

Kaithal in Haryana in 2007 with a dedicated 

railway line with fully automated operations. 

Punjab government introduced Private 

Entrepreneur Guarantee in 2008 to cover the 

gap between need and procurement of FCI by 

private players during 11th five -year plan. This 

all happened during the tenure of Manmohan 

Singh as PM and Captain Amrinder Singh as CM 

in Punjab and Bhupinder Singh Hudda as CM in 

Haryana. This bares the hypocrisy of Congress 

which too is opposing the Agri bills hysterically 

and this is the reason why the fascist BJP always 

wants that it should always remain the same 

binary; BJP VS CONGRESS. These parties 

differ only in pace of implementation and degree 

of recklessness and brazenness, nothing else. 

Since the crisis of the capitalism these times is 

getting fatal and desperation has reached the 

level when it is not possible to disguise the loot 

by the bourgeoisie, BJP under Modi is the first 

choice of the monopoly capital in place of slow 

and steady, Congress.  

The ‘policy paralysis’ was done away with after 

2014 and implementation went into the top gear.  

It is also obvious that the script for offering the 

vast and vital agricultural sector to the corporate 

for loot was written in 2005 during Congress 

rule. It was rewritten, before Modi was launched 

by the beneficiaries as ‘a dynamic leader to take 

https://www.newsclick.in/Modi-Adani-Privatisation-of-Airports
https://www.firstpost.com/india/adani-group-to-acquire-74-percent-stake-in-mumbai-international-airport-from-gvk-group-8770901.html
https://www.newsclick.in/modis-abc-avoiding-burying-confusing
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the economy into another orbit’ and the ‘animal 

forces’ were let loose after that. Adani’s private 

jet put to use for Modi exclusively during 2014 

elections, though noticed by all but did not 

provoke any debate, such was the euphoria 

created by the ultranationalist and rabidly 

communal agenda orchestrated at deafening 

pitch by the sold-out media. Shanta Kumar 

Committee was constituted in August 2014 itself 

within 3 months of oath taking ceremony of 

Modi. Ashok Gulati who is a prominent member 

of the Supreme Court appointed committee to 

‘convince’ the farmers that these agricultural 

changes are in their interest and Adani is 

constructing silos all over the country in their 

interest only!!! He was a prominent member of 

Shanta Kumar Committee as well. Present 3 

agricultural policy changes in the shape of these 

agricultural laws are born from the womb of 

Shanta Kumar Committee only.    

On 09.06.2016, FCI entered into agreement with 

Adani’s company AALL (who else!!) to 

construct 2 silos with a combined capacity of 

75000 tons at Kotkapura in Punjab and at 

Katihar in Bihar. Level of ‘motivation’ of the 

state machinery to implement Adani projects can 

be understood by one example. For construction 

of a silo at village Jondhan Kalan, Panipat 

District, letter for change of land use of the 

agricultural land was signed by the Director of 

Town and Country Planning, Chandigarh on 

May 10th, 2020 when entire country was under 

strict lockdown and all government offices were 

closed and scare of the deadly pandemic Covid-

19 was at its maximum. As reported by Business 

Line dated Sep 5, 2018,  Adani’s silos were 

constructed in Punjab, Haryana, Tamil Nadu, 

Karnataka, Maharashtra,  West Bengal, UP, 

Bihar, MP, Gujrat having a storage capacity of 

12.75 lakh ton by Aug 2018, silos worth capacity 

of 4 lakh ton of food grains were under 

construction and the company’s target was to 

construct silos with storage capacity of 20 lakh 

ton all over the country by 2022. According to a 

report published in Business Line dated May 10, 

2020;  Adani’s AALL company owns 7 goods 

trains to transport the food grains from north 

India to the needy centers across the country. 

During the first 2 months of the lockdown, the 

company transported 30000 tons of food grains. 

Company is gearing up to control entire food 

grain trading of the nation. “The transportation 

of the stored food grain is in specially designed 

covered wagons, capable of handling bulk food 

grains (which are top loading and bottom 

discharge). Adani Agri Logistics Limited has 

procured seven rakes, each consisting 50 

wagons” reported AALL. Company also 

declared an ambitious plan to construct seven 

logistic parks, 900000 sqft warehouse space and 

30 rakes with an overall target to double the infra 

structure facility in 3 years. For food grain 

procurement, Company’s projections are mind 

boggling:  

Year Projections (INR Cr.) 

2020 10,25,000 

2021 14,25,000 

2022 20,75,000 

2023 25,75,000 

2024 30,75,000 

2025 30,75,000 

 

As per information submitted by the company, 

AALL, on 28.02.2019 with BSE and NSE, 

location of Adani Silos is as follows:   

A- Operational projects: Moga, Chennai, 

Bengaluru, Coimbatore, Kaithal, Navi 

Mumbai, Hugli, Devli, Kotakpura, 

Dewas, Ujjain, Satna, Harda, 

Hoshangabad. 

B- Under implementation: Katihar, 

Panipat, Kannauj, Moga, Raman, Mansa, 

Nakotda, Barnala & Bhatinda 

C- Newly awarded: Dahod, Borivali, 

Dhamora, Samastipur & Darbhanga 

Sky is the limit for thinking of both, Modi and 

Adani!! 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/agriculture/fci-inks-pact-with-adani-group-for-construction-of-2-silos/articleshow/52672814.cms?from=mdr
chrome-error://chromewebdata/
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/logistics/adani-agri-logistics-taps-lockdown-restrictions-to-secure-food-grain-supply-chain/article31558322.ece
https://www.adaniports.com/-/media/Project/Ports/Investor/corporate-governance/Corporate-Announcement/other-intimation--1/24828022019Presentation-on-Acquisition-of-Agri-Logistics-Business.pdf?la=en
https://www.adaniports.com/-/media/Project/Ports/Investor/corporate-governance/Corporate-Announcement/other-intimation--1/24828022019Presentation-on-Acquisition-of-Agri-Logistics-Business.pdf?la=en
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TOTAL BORROWINGS 

According to Business Standard report dated 

Nov 13, 2020, Adani’s total 6 listed companies; 

Adani Enterprises, Adani Ports & SEZ, Adani 

Power, Adani Power (Mundra), Adani 

Transmission, Adani Green Energy & Adani 

Gas owe a total debt of $30 billion (Rs.219000 

crore); $7.8 billion (Rs. 56940 crore) worth 

bonds and $22.2 billion (Rs.162060 crore) as 

loans. Calculating at a modest rate of @8%, the 

company needs Rs. 12965 crores annually to 

serve interest alone. He is borrowing heavily 

from international banks also. Global imperialist 

sharks like France’s energy giant Total SA have 

invested in Adani Greens and Adani Gas 

Limited while Italy’s Snam Spa is collaborating 

in hydrogen and other cleaner fuels business. 

Credit Suisse had issued a warning in ‘House of 

Debt’ in 2015 that Adani Group was one of the 

ten conglomerates under ‘severe stress’ that 

accounted for 12% of banking sector loans. Yet 

the Adani Group keeps raising funds from Indian 

banks as well as from overseas lenders.  

Subramaniam Swamy, a BJP MP, raised 

heartbeat and BP of the whole nation by his 

tweet on Jan 15, 2021, “Trapeze Artist Adani 

now owes Rs.4.5 lakh crore as NPA to banks. 

Correct me if I am wrong. Yet his wealth is 

doubling every two years since 2016. Why can’t 

he repay the banks? May be like the six airports 

he has bought he might soon buy out all the 

banks he owes money.” Adani Group was quick 

to rebut the very next day but the significance of 

the text message is no way diminished. There 

would hardly be anyone who will not buy the 

idea carried in this tweet. This may happen any 

day.  

Companies, owing whopping amount of bank 

debt tend to blackmail and arm twist the 

governments to submit to their needs or banking 

industry itself may collapse. Trick of the trade/ 

loot is, socialize losses and privatize profits!! 

Banks are left with no option but to indulge in 

green shooting; viz. either by financing more to 

recover interest, convert interest into term loan 

by restructuring, rescheduling or funding the 

interest directly. Bottom line is that the moment 

an entrepreneur squeezes out and pockets entire 

profit out of any project, the burden of the left- 

over chaff is born by the poor masses. Present 

system is so designed that money keeps flowing 

into the coffins of the bourgeoisie from all 

directions effortlessly, quite ‘naturally’. 

Monopoly houses have ‘grown’ too big to be 

controlled by any government even if they try. 

Government’s only job is to keep justifying and 

facilitating their loot. 

CRONYISM, NEOLIBERALISM IS CAPITALISM IN 

LAST PHASE OF ITS LIFE 

It is, therefore, evident that both the processes; 

de-regulation of food grain trading and that of 

turning capitalism into cronyism cum neo 

liberalism commenced well before the eventful 

Modi Era in nineties of the last century. Since it 

is not related to any individual, it will not go 

away by depart or removal of any individual. 

The inherent crisis of capitalism got accentuated 

defying its natural cyclical rotations and turned 

terminal and systemic crippling all regulations 

and modulations under its feet. The cover 

concealing its real face got torn away in the 

process and anything became justified for ‘ease 

of doing business’. Ambanis and Adanis 

appeared on the scene resorting to naked loot of 

natural/ public resources. It’s obvious that the 

Bourgeoisie themselves prepare the blue print of 

the loot and then give it to their management 

committee for implementation at furious speed 

and thinking ‘out of the box’ not to bother for 

consequences. This very scheme led to the 

orchestrated emergence of ’56- inch chest’ Modi 

on the scene in 2014 to remove ‘policy paralysis’ 

of Manmohan Era. Cronies of the country went 

into top gear and the state’s darling of cronies, 

Gautam Adani, went berserk. Since May 2014 

till date, hardly a day passes when there is no 

news of Adani taking over one state asset or the 

other.  

Some people argue, what’s wrong if state 

regulated and kulak dominated, rotten and 

corrupt agricultural market, gives way to 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/adani-rise-fuels-criticism-of-concentration-of-capital-in-few-hands-report-120111300419_1.html#:~:text=The%20Adani%20Group's%20total%20outstanding,rapid%20expansion%20has%20raised%20concern.
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modern, dynamic and efficient private sector 

market owned by the corporate? What’s the 

problem if the stinking food grains lying in the 

open at FCI warehouses inhabited by healthy 

and happy rat families are replaced by 

technology driven modern silos built across the 

country by Adani’s AALL? We need not go very 

far back to get the answer. Indian Express report 

dated July 29, 2013 reveals details of the scam 

by which common people were robbed of a 

whopping Rs.2.5 lakh crore by brazen collision 

of the then Gujrat government under Modi as 

CM and his most favorite, Gujrat Business 

Syndicate ETGWORLD World headed by one 

Jayesh Patel and Adani Wilmar in importing, 

hording and selling Arhar dal. Modi was rightly 

named as ‘Arhar Modi’ that time, it became ‘Har 

Har Modi’ during Lok Sabha elections 2014. 

The Modus Operandi was like this. UPA 

government had extended validity of restrictions 

on stocking of pulses, edible oils and edible oil 

seeds for further one year 30.09.2013 to 

30.09.2014. An RTI reply has revealed that 

“Gujrat government headed by Modi, however, 

refused to extend the order beyond 30.09.2013 

despite a specific recommendation by Director, 

Food & Civil Supplies, Gandhinagar.” Gujrat 

government provided ‘long window’ to stock 

without limit in order to provide ‘ease of doing 

business’ to the black marketeers and hoarders. 

Pulses were imported from Mozambique in 

humongous quantity @Rs.40 to 50 per kg. Other 

costs of procurement were Rs.5 per kg as 

processing fee and Rs.10 per kg as transportation 

cost. Total cost of procurement of Arhar dal did 

not exceed Rs.55 to Rs.65 per kg. It was sold 

@Rs.200 per kg. Annual consumption of Arhar 

dal in our country is 2.30 crore ton. Profiteering 

of about Rs.135 per kg led to a day light robbery 

of over Rs.2.5 lakh crore from the hungry, 

pauperized masses. By this transaction, Modi 

proved his credentials to the cronies and it was 

done very near to the 2014 elections!! Rest is 

history, as you see!! This is eulogized as Modi’s 

‘out of box’ thinking by the corporate by which 

any amount can be squeezed from the poor 

people of the country any time, of course, in 

‘national interest’ and this is exactly why some 

corporate had opened the ‘long windows’ of 

their mountains of wealth amassed by ‘unpaid 

labor of the worker’. One can easily imagine the 

havoc that will befall the common people when 

these demon sized Adani silos are filled with the 

entire agricultural produce of the country after 

these 3 agricultural laws are implemented. 

With deep breath, long face and gloomy looks, 

some ‘intellectuals’ explain this phenomenon as 

handiwork of some cronies in the business or 

result of neo liberal policies initiated by Rao-

Manmohan duo. The sole purpose of this 

intellectual non sense is to befool the masses and 

serve their bourgeois masters as if capitalist 

system in operation today is very clean and 

pious, promoting healthy competition leading to 

peace and prosperity!! Cronyism and 

neoliberalism are the names of two babies of 

deeply crisis ridden and moribund capitalism 

when half of its body is already in grave. Entire 

capitalism is crony capitalism and neo liberalism 

is the name given to policies unleashed to buy 

some lease of life to the dying patient. It is 

rotting and stinking like a dead body and getting 

more crony, unbearable and suffocating by each 

passing day. The more this dying ICU patient is 

allowed to live, the uglier of Adanis and 

Ambanis and worst of the regimes as their 

management committees, nation will have to 

witness. Particularly, the middle class is set to 

face the heat in not too distant a future. 

Displaying its true class character, the thick layer 

of petty bourgeoisie, both in farm and non-farm 

sector, always, try to look closer and somehow 

cling to the rich class and distance itself from the 

‘wretched, filthy’ poor. “The government is 

looking to privatize agriculture and is looking 

farmers just as labors”, reality of their thinking 

oozes out of this comment by Rakesh Tikait 

while crying his heart out and inconsolable on 

the night of January 28 at Ghazipur border. Even 

after having sympathy to his insurmountable 

fighting spirit, the truth has to be told sans 

pretensions. This is bound to happen, dear Mr. 

Tikait and sooner you realize and appreciate this 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/randeep-surjewala-rahul-gandhi-arhar-modi-narendra-man-made-scam-pulses-prices-rising-bjp-government-congress-2943031/
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fact will be better for you and your ‘well to do 

farmer’s class. Crores and crores of the so called 

‘middle layer’ are going to join the ranks of the 

advanced class. Yes, the proletariat, whom the 

middle class loves to hate is the advanced class, 

they are the liberators of entire humanity and 

future rulers. None can discharge this historical 

responsibility except the proletariat, of course, 

having the working peasant by their side as their 

friends, comrades. Writing on the wall is clear 

and unambiguous. Cruel reality may be piercing 

the hearts of pampered rich farmers but it can’t 

be put in any other way. They are heart broken 

and are trying desperately to wish away the 

brutal reality. That is, however, an exercise in 

futility. Unable to cope with the sudden blow, 

farming community, rich and poor are on the 

ropes. Frustrated and angered, they are crying 

their heart out quite literally. There pitiful 

emotional exhortations and cries are bringing 

tears to entire peasantry and making them rush 

to their rescue and rally behind their agitating 

leaders but that will not take them anywhere. 

Reality is too hard to vanish.  Devastation and 

pauperization process of the entire working class 

will keep accelerating, making the life of toiling 

people a real hell. Loot by the corporate and its 

defense by their bought-out governments will be 

more and more brazen and ruthless unless entire 

petty bourgeoisie be it farmers or the urban 

‘gentlemen’ join ranks with the leader, the 

working class, the proletariat; cement their unity 

like a rock and rise to the occasion to bury 

capitalism with all its manifestations, lock stock 

and barrel.  

123RD BIRTHDAY OF THE 

REVOLUTIONARY GERMAN POET, 

BERTOLT BRECHT 
(10TH FEB 1898 – 14TH AUG 1956) 

“Art is not a mirror held up to 

reality but a hammer with which to 

shape it.” 

 

So there you sit. And how much blood was 

shed 

That you might sit there. Do such stories 

bore you? 

Well, don't forget that others sat before 

you 

who later sat on people. Keep your head! 

Your science will be valueless, you'll find 

And learning will be sterile, if inviting 

Unless you pledge your intellect to 

fighting 

Against all enemies of all mankind. 

Never forget that men like you got hurt 

That you might sit here, not the other lot. 

And now don't shut your eyes, and don't 

desert 

But learn to learn, and try to learn for 

what. 
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Though much of the mainstream media ignored 

it, a social media outrage and frenzy erupted 

when 500 pages transcripts of the WhatsApp 

chat messages between Arnab Goswami, owner 

and editor of Republic TV and Partho Dasgupta, 

arrested ex-CEO of Broadcast Audience 

Research Council (BARC), the TV Rating 

company, became public on 15th January after 

being included in the 3600 pages supplementary 

charge sheet filed by Mumbai Police in court in 

the TRP manipulation case.  Among other 

things, they are suggestive of a bid by top BARC 

executives to manipulate ratings in favour of 

Republic TV and the Hindi channel Republic 

Bharat. The screenshots also show the 

executives making suggestions to Republic TV 

on strategy to boost ratings. Goswami in return 

appears to have kept Dasgupta informed about 

government affairs, including the workings of 

the information & broadcasting ministry, cabinet 

reshuffle, appointment of secretaries, and more.  

While these massages reveal much about the 

business including media business corruption, 

TRP manipulation and cutthroat capitalist 

competition to claim no. 1 spot for advertising 

income among corporate media channels, our 

focus here is more on its political implications. 

These transcripts included, among others, many 

messages between the two on Article 370 

abrogation, Pulwama bomb blast, Balakot 

incident, etc among others and revealed that 

Arnab Goswami was privy to Article 370 

abrogation as well as the 2019 Balakot air strike 

on February 26 after Pulwama attack killing 40 

CRPF personnel. It also shows that Arnab 

Goswami celebrated the Pulwama attack as it 

enabled him to create a frenzy over the reporting 

which benefited both his channel business as 

well as BJP politics of national chauvinism. 

Arnab also repeatedly emphasises his direct 

contacts with NM, AS, PMO, Ajit Doval, Smriti 

Irani and other ministers and BJP leaders and his 

prior knowledge of cabinet reshuffles to 

important appointments, reminiscent of much 

discussed Radia tapes during UPA rule, though 

this time most of the media has ignored similar 

affair with studied silence.  

Opposition parties including Congress 

immediately went on the offensive. Rahul 

Gandhi said that leaking national secrets to a 

journalist was a criminal act. Arguing that only 

“four or five people” in the government are 

expected to know these details besides “military 

people”, former Defence Minister A K Antony 

said, “No military officer will leak such sensitive 

documents or details… so these documents were 

leaked to the media… not to the entire media but 

one journalist… among those four-five civilian 

people who are in the top position in the 

government… either minister or one or two 

senior officials who are concerned with national 

security… only they can leak these documents.” 

He said leaking official secrets about a military 

operation, especially an air strike, is “treason”. 

Anil Deshmukh, Congress home minister in 

Shiv Sena led Maharashtra government even 

sought legal opinion on whether action can be 

taken against Republic TV editor-in-chief Arnab 

Goswami under the Official Secrets Act. "The 

WhatsApp chat shockingly revealed that Arnab 

had information about the Balakot air strike three 

days in advance of the actual incident. We want 

to ask the central government how Goswami got 

such sensitive information about the attack, 

which is otherwise known only to prime 

minister, defence minister, Army chief and few 

ARNABGATE: MANUFACTURING CONSENT 

FOR NATIONAL CHAUVINISM 
M Aseem 

https://www.business-standard.com/topic/arnab-goswami
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/arnab-goswami
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/whatsapp
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select people." This issue is related to national 

security and the central government must reply 

on it, he said. 

Similar criticism has been made by many liberal 

intellectuals, for example, Prashant Bhushan. 

"These are a few snapshots of the damning 

leaked WhatsApp chats between BARC CEO & 

#ArnabGoswami. They show many conspiracies 

& unprecedented access to power in this govt; 

gross abuse of his media & his position as power 

broker. In any Rule of law country, he would be 

in jail for long," Bhushan said in a tweet with the 

screenshots of the conversation.  

While this is as expected from the bourgeois 

opposition and liberal intellectuals to call it a 

national security issue and only focus on risks to 

national security by leaking of confidential 

information to Arnab Goswami by Modi 

government. They are essentially in agreement 

with this government and BJP on the issue of 

national chauvinism, only difference being that 

they want to demonstrate that Modi government 

is weak and derelict in its security policies and 

commitments while they (bourgeois opposition) 

are more dedicated, stronger and better 

nationalists then Modi. Hence, they have no 

interest in going deeper into the questions arising 

out of the affair. This is typical of them 

especially Congress which for long was the most 

trusted party of the Indian ruling capitalist class 

and still aspires to regain that position somehow. 

However, what is more disturbing is the fact that 

the public comments on these chat messages 

shows that, besides bourgeois opposition and 

liberal commentariat, not only the parliamentary 

left parties but also many left intellectuals have 

also taken the same national chauvinistic 

approach and restricted their criticism to leakage 

of official secrets and risks to national security. 

It shows either the influence and hold over them 

of the sustained ideological propaganda of the 

national chauvinistic agenda of the ruling class 

in general and fascist BJP in particular, or at the 

very least their diffidence in criticising and 

commenting upon it.  

However, if we go deeper into these messages 

we find that Arnab not only had advance/early 

knowledge of the attack on Balakot, attack at 

Pulwama or removal of Article 370 in J&K, but 

he was also discussing the strategy of TV 

coverage of these events with PMO, NSA and 

other leading government and BJP functionaries. 

Moreover, he in fact celebrated Pulwama attack 

in which 40 CRPF personnel were killed, saying 

“we won it like crazy.” What do we infer from 

all this? Only reasonable thing to infer from this 

is that instead of their being any national security 

issue involved Arnab Goswami and his channel 

was part of government and BJP/RSS planned 

project to create national chauvinistic frenzy. All 

these events were carefully planned and 

orchestrated with Modi Government, BJP/RSS 

and elements of civil/military bureaucracy all 

playing a role, wherein Republic TV, and some 

more channels, were assigned a specific 

responsibility to project a certain pre-decided 

propaganda on behalf of the Government and 

BJP/RSS so that a pseudo national security issue 

could be created to raise national chauvinism and 

war frenzy in the country to influence May 2019 

elections in favour of Narendra Modi. 

Such national chauvinism and war frenzy around 

risk to national security is a major political 

propaganda plank of India ruling class since long 

made its own now by the fascist BJP 

government. This helps them to, one, create a 

huge profitable market for weaponry and 

military industry for capitalist class; two, frame 

oppressive laws like UAPA and create 

institutions like NIA which strengthen the 

repressive machinery of the state to clamp down 

on all dissent; three, it assists in militarisation of 

the whole society and discourse which plays an 

important role in advancing the reactionary 

fascist movement.  

Though the ‘free’ media like all organs of the 

capitalist society always furthers the ruling class 

ideology in the society, we have been seeing its 

increasingly clear role in manipulating and 

preparing social opinion in favour of fascist 

takeover of the state. While the role of Republic 

https://www.business-standard.com/category/current-affairs-news-national-1150106.htm
https://www.business-standard.com/category/current-affairs-news-national-1150106.htm
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TV in some incidents has now been exposed to 

some extent through the TRP case, we can see 

several print media publications and TV 

channels owned by large corporate houses 

orchestrating such political agenda for at least 

the last decade especially from the times of 

orchestrated campaign by India Against 

Corruption (IAC) and Anna Hazare around Jan 

Lokpal. They indulge in orchestrated political 

propaganda and false/fake news shamelessly to 

create public opinion in favour of a specific 

party, create national chauvinistic frenzy and 

atmosphere of hate against specific communities 

as instructed by their masters. Similar thing can 

be seen in current farmers movement wherein 

first, they attempted to brand the farmers as 

Khalistani terrorists. On 26th January Tractor 

parade was ignored and whole media focused on 

Red Fort as if they knew in advance what was 

going to happen there and spread hate against 

farmers as anti-national violent elements to 

arouse common masses against them. On 27th 

January evening again we saw that certain 

specific channels who never covered farmers 

movement were present with 3-4 reporters and 

even senior anchors at Gazipur border and stared 

a pre-planned propaganda as if they knew in 

advance what the police was planning to do there 

in that night and they were there in force to show 

whole country how their strong masters would 

crush the farmers so that all dissenting people of 

the country should take lessons and cow down in 

fear. 

Hence, to see the Arnabgate as only related to 

leakage of official secrets and risk to national 

security issue is to become part of ruling class 

agenda of ‘manufacturing consent’ around 

national chauvinism and warmongering. Not 

criticising its real implications shows an abject 

surrender to ruling class ideology.  
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I wrote about time and water, 
described its mourning and purple metal, 

I wrote about the sky and the apple, 
now I write about Stalingrad. 

 
The bride already save in her handkerchief 

the ray of my love in-love, 
now, my heart is on the ground, 

in the smoke and light of Stalingrad. 
 

I touched with my hands the shirt 
of the blue and defeated twilight: 

now I touch life's sunrise 
born with the sun of Stalingrad. 

 
I know the old feathered 

transitory young man,  
like a binded swan, 

unbinds its notorious pain, 
for my cry of love to Stalingrad. 

 
I put my soul wherever I want. 

I don't nourish from tired paper, 
seasoned with ink and inkwell. 
I was born to sing to Stalingrad. 

My voice was with your great dead, 
against your own crushed walls, 

my voice sounded like a bell and the wind, 
looking at you die, Stalingrad. 

 
Now fighting Americans, 

white and dark like pomegranates, 
kill the snake in the desert. 

You are not alone, Stalingrad. 
 

France returns to the old barricades, 
flags of fury raised 

over the newly dried tears. 
You are not alone, Stalingrad. 

 
And the great English lions 
flying over the stormy sea, 

nail their claws on the brown dirt. 
You are not alone, Stalingrad. 

 
Today, under your mountains of 

punishment, 
only your people are not buried: 

the dead's flesh is trembling, 
those who touched your front, Stalingrad. 

78TH

 ANNIVERSARY OF THE VICTORY OF SOVIET UNION OVER 

FASCIST NAZI GERMANY IN THE BATTLE OF STALINGRAD 

(2ND

 FEBRUARY 1943-2021) 

SONG OF LOVE TO STALINGRAD 
PABLO NERUDA 

The Battle of Stalingrad, after Nazi Germany’s invasion of the Soviet Union, is one of 

the bloodiest battles in history, fought valiantly by the Soviet people against the 

fascist Nazi order. The battle which lasted five months ended with the first defeat of 

Nazis, hitherto a seemingly invincible force. 

Pablo Neruda, the emblematic communist Chilean poet and diplomat, was 

significantly inspired by the heroism of the Soviet people in the Second World War. 

He was particularly impressed by the brave struggle of the defenders of Stalingrad in 

a battle that played a decisive role in the outcome of the war. In 1942, Pablo Neruda 

wrote the "Song of Love to Stalingrad" (Canto de Amor a Stalingrado), praising the 

bravery of the Red Army and the Soviet people. What follows is an English translation 

of this extraordinary poem. 
Source: In Defence of Communism 

 

http://www.idcommunism.com/2021/01/pablo-neruda-song-of-love-to-stalingrad.html
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Your blue steel, built with pride, 

your planet-crowned hair, 
your stronghold of shared bread, 

your dark border, Stalingrad. 
 

Your fatherland of hammers and laurels, 
the blood of your snowy grandeur, 

Stalin's look towards the snow, 
snow woven with your blood, Stalingrad. 

 
The decorations that your dead 

have put on the dirt's 
pierced breast, and the thrill 
of life and death, Stalingrad 

 
The deep salt that you once again 

bring to the heart of the upset man 
with the branch of red captains 

coming from your blood, Stalingrad. 
 

The hope that breaks in the gardens, 
like a long waited-for flower, 
the page engraved with rifles, 

letters of light, Stalingrad. 
 

The tower that you conceive high, 
the bloodstained stone shrines, 

the defenders of your mature age, 
the sons of your skin, Stalingrad. 

 
The burning eagles of your stones, 
the metals breastfed by your soul, 

the farewells with huge tears, 
and the waves of love, Stalingrad. 

 
The bones of wounded assassins, 

the invading eyelids closed, 
and the fleeing conquerors 

behind your spark, Stalingrad. 
 

Those who mocked the Arc's curve, 
and drilled through the Seine's waters 

with the consent of the slave, 
stopped at Stalingrad. 

 
 

 
Those who walked over the wounds  

of a crying beautiful Prague, 
over it betrayed and muted, 

died at Stalingrad. 
 

Those who spit in the greek grotto, 
the broken glass stalactite, 

and its rare classic blue, 
now where are they, Stalingrad? 

 
Those who burned and broke Spain, 

leaving the chained heart 
of a mother of soldiers and oaks, 

are rotting at your feet, Stalingrad. 
 

Those who, in Holland,  
splattered tulips and water with 

bloodstained mud 
and spread the whip and the sword, 

now are sleeping at Stalingrad. 
 

Those who, in Norway's white night, 
with a howl like a released jackal, 

burned that frozen spring, 
muted at Stalingrad. 

 
Honour to you for what the air is bringing, 

for what must be and has been sung, 
honour for your mother and your children, 

and your grandchildren, Stalingrad. 
 

Honour to the fog fighter, 
honour to the Comissar and soldier, 
honour to the sky behind the moon, 

honour to the sun of Stalingrad. 
 

Save me a fragment of violent foam 
save me a rifle, save a plow for me 
and let them place it at my grave 

with a red ear of grain from your soil, 
that it be known, if there be any doubt, 
that I died loving you and you loved me, 

and if I did not fight in your waist 
I leave in your honor this dark grenade, 

this song of love for Stalingrad.    
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Indian Federations of Trade Unions 

(Sarwahara) [hereinafter IFTU (S)] has 

launched a ground campaign for intervention in 

the ongoing farmers movement (with whatever 

limited strength as of now) from a working-class 

standpoint. The aim of this intervention is to 

present our perspective, as representatives of the 

working class, on the question of emancipation 

of farmers and role of the working class in it. The 

first phase of campaign commenced from 18th 

January and continued up till 26th January 2021 

in Delhi. 

Speech at Tikri Border 

For this campaign, leaflets had been printed in 

Hindi for widespread distribution among the 

peasant masses at the border protest sites and the 

working-class masses within Delhi NCR. The 

leaflet was titled “Appeal to the working class, 

struggling farmers and common masses: 

Intensify the struggle against various anti-

farmer, anti-worker and anti-people laws as 

well as their source of origin!” (in Hindi) 

Along with this, a booklet titled Kisaano Ki 

Mukti Aur Mazdoor Warg (The Proletariat 

and Emancipation of Farmers) published in 

Hindi by ‘Proletarian Reorganizing Committee 

CPI (ML)’ was also printed albeit for targeted 

distribution to the leadership of the farmers 

movement as well as the left and revolutionary 

movement. The content of the booklet, translated 

in English, has also been published in this (#10: 

Feb 2021) issue of The Truth with the same title. 

Leaflet distribution at Singhu Border 

Through our leaflets, booklets, speeches and 

meetings, we unhesitantly told the protesting 

farmers at the borders (and to the workers in 

bastis of Delhi NCR as well), that while we, as 

representatives of a revolutionary class – the 

working class, salute the historic struggle taken 

forward by them till now in an uncompromising 

manner against eviction from agriculture and 

their lands, it must be understood that the crisis 

and the rightly placed fear of eviction looming 

over the vast majority of the farming populace 

which has only deepened in the last decade has 

its roots in Capitalism and capitalist farming. 

Since centralization and concentration of capital 

is the natural flow in which the big fishes (rich 

farmers) which had hitherto gobbled up the small 

GROUND REPORT 

IFTU (SARWAHARA) AT DELHI BORDERS 
INTERVENTION IN THE FARMERS MOVEMENT (18TH-26TH

 JAN 2021) 

S Raj 
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fishes are now pitted against corporate sharks, 

their demands cannot be met in this system based 

on exploitation. Even if the Modi Government 

takes back the farm laws, it will only be 

temporary since rapid implementation of 

policies like these farm laws is the primary 

reason for which its corporate masters have 

helped set up this Modi Government. It was 

explained that the demand of guaranteed 

purchase of all agriculture produce on a fixed 

price (MSP) and abolition of the genuine fear of 

eviction from their lands can only be met in a 

proletarian state based on alliance of workers 

and toiling peasants. Hence, the path of 

emancipation of farmers (as farmers itself) and 

of actual fulfilment of the primary demands of 

this movement is the path of eradication of 

Capitalism which can only be achieved through 

a decisive struggle under the leadership of the 

working class for setting up of a proletarian state. 

Speech at Singhu Border 

The IFTU (S) team visited Singhu, Tikri and 

Ghazipur borders, while staying overnight at 

the first two border sites in tents of various 

farmers’ and students’ organizations. The 

commonality among all the border protest sites 

was the omnipresence of energy and fervour. 

Loudspeakers constantly roaring with speeches 

and slogans from the stage, langars constantly 

being served at various locations with different 

items, tractors and trolleys constantly arriving 

after long journeys from the villages for the 26th 

Jan Tractor Parade, and their sound systems and 

decks blaring varied songs in Punjabi and 

Haryanvi on the ongoing protests (two of which 

were titled ‘Kisan Anthem’ and ‘Hum Delhi 

Aage’). In addition to this, the tents buzzed with 

sounds of farmers chatting or watching news to 

know about the latest developments in the 

country around their protests. There were 

makeshift libraries set up by various 

organizations mainly from the left (displaying 

revolutionary literature) and religious groups 

(displaying Sikh literature) Completely 

dependent on the masses there for our night stay 

(tent, blankets etc.) and the seemingly unending 

supply of langars and tea, we actively carried out 

the campaign work at the borders. 

Demonstration at Ghazipur Border 

Apart from distribution of leaflets and booklets, 

speeches were also delivered by our comrades 

from the main stages at Singhu and Tikri border 

which was warmly received with claps and 

slogans of Inquilab Zindabad! Mazdoor-Kisan 

Ekta Zindabad! Punjiwad Ho Barbaad! (Long 

Live Revolution! Long Live Worker-Peasant 

Unity! Down with Capitalism!) from the 

protesting masses. A nukkad sabha (mass 

meeting) was also organized by us at Tikri 

Border on the National Highway among the tents 

which was heard by the protesting farmers as 

well as the passersby. At Ghazipur, a 

demonstration was organized by us with our 

banner and red flags near the stage (which was 

not operational at the time) that resulted in 

gravitation of the protesting masses there in 

hundreds around us, who also started 

sloganeering with us and as a result, the whole 
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border, particularly around the stage area, was 

engulfed in roars of revolutionary slogans and 

energy emanating from them. Within Delhi 

NCR, the campaign was organized in Mayapuri, 

Dwarka and Faridabad from 23rd-25th Feb as part 

of the #Delhi4KisanParade campaign planned 

by ‘Delhi For Farmers’, a joint platform 

formed in Jan 2021 itself comprising almost all 

left and democratic organizations of Delhi in to 

organize solidarity campaigns within Delhi, of 

which IFTU (S) is also a constituent. On 26th 

January 2021, the Tractor Parade from border 

points to within Delhi was organized and this 

marked the end of the first phase of our 

campaign. 

 Nukkad Sabha at Tikri Border 

The campaign’s second phase has also been 

launched under the banner of Kisan Aandolan 

aiwam Mazdoor Jan-Jagran Abhiyan 

(Farmers Movement and Workers Mass 

Awareness Campaign) from 25th January to 

5th February 2021, with a new leaflet titled 

‘Ruin of toiling farmers is the product of 

capitalist farming, freedom from which is 

possibly only on the path towards a 

proletarian state of toilers!’ A third leaflet has 

also been released on 1st Feb and is being 

currently distributed, titled ‘Appeal of the 

masses of the country: Stand in solidarity 

with farmers who are mounting a struggle 

peacefully with a firm resolve!’ With the quite 

significant insights and experiences obtained 

from the first phase, groundwork under the 

second phase in the form of leaflet distribution, 

mass meetings, demonstrations, meetings with 

workers etc. is currently underway in Patna, 

Delhi and Paschim Bardhaman (West Bengal).  

173RD ANNIVERSARY OF PUBLICATION OF 

THE 

COMMUNIST MANIFESTO 

(21ST FEBRUARY 1848-2021) 

One of the most influential political 

documents ever written, Manifesto 

Of The Communist Party, written by 

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, 

was published 173 years ago. 

 

“Let the ruling classes tremble at 

a Communistic revolution. The 

proletarians have nothing to lose 

but their chains. They have a 

world to win. 

Workingmen of all countries 

unite!” 

 


