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Despite some short-lived upturns noticed here 

and there, the crisis of world capitalism 

continues. It has persisted for a long time, in one 

sense, since the first ever protracted crisis of 

the 1970s. However it became way more rigid 

and unyielding since the latter half of the first 

decade in particular. Indicators suggest that it 

is different from a cyclical crisis because of its 

unusual longevity which renders it a permanent 

and irreversible nature. For example, the 

‘falling rate of profit’, one of the elements and 

indicators of all crises, indicates that the crisis 

has a persisting character. Similarly, the 

rampant as well as drastic fall in wages, rise in 

unemployment, under-consumption, under-

utilisation of capacity, prolonged presence of 

overproduction almost in all sectors of economy 

etc. are all indicating that the crisis in all 

likelihood will prevail for a long time. The ever-

increasing tendency of financialisation of 

capital and speculation highlights that a 

complete shift to finance capital has taken 

place, not only in advanced capitalist countries 

but also in countries like India. 

The trend of declining wages has persisted for 

long. Demand has often been falling flat and if 

people have resorted to and opted self-

employment, it is because they are either 

unemployed, see the clear possibility of 

becoming jobless in the near future, or see no 

possibility of getting jobs in future. Majority of 

those who are self-employed are struggling for 

survival. The perpetual agrarian crisis is the 

reason behind countless suicides of farmers (in 

lakhs) which have taken place so far and still 

continue to happen. Considering all of these 

indicators collectively, we can affirmatively 

state that the economy has been majorly in a 

downturn mode for more than two decades now 

with minor fluctuations of low level and short-

lived recovery, hardly able to rescue the 

economy. Such recoveries are intermittent and 

hardly give hope. Such recoveries are most 

likely to remain at a considerably low level 

even in future. 

Earlier, every cyclical crisis was normally 

followed by an economic boom of considerable 

longevity which meant that the economy was 

really able to recover from the crisis. Now, such 

recoveries can be seen nowhere. It has become 

unambiguously apparent that world capitalism 

will continue to operate at a low-growth level 

even if it witnesses an upturn. Downturn has 

become a ‘rule’ while upturn an ‘exception’. 

Crisis no more surprises anyone, however 

recovery does. With certain fragile upturns 

coming intermittently, the crisis has to stay for 

long. Considering the further aggravation of the 

law of uneven Development under Monopoly 

Capitalism, some very odd crises may surface 

in some parts of the world furnishing the 

working class of a particular country with the 

opportunity of capturing the State power as it 

happened in the Great October Revolution. 

Taking into account the aforementioned, it has 

become abundantly clear for the communists 

and the working class that Leninism has 

emerged as their most obvious, potent and 

formidable weapon.   

HOW IS PRESENT CRISIS DIFFERENT 

FROM OLD CRISES 

The present crisis is certainly different from old 

cyclical crises in at least one way. The old 

cyclical crises followed by consequent 

recoveries were outcomes of free competitions 

that existed among industrial capitals. 

However, the ongoing crisis is the result of the 

competitions among monopoly enterprises or 

EDITORIAL 
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capitals dictated by finance capitals. 

Competition has got restricted and confined 

among the few big capitalists who belong to the 

club of finance capital or financial oligarchy. 

This indicates that there exists a qualitative 

difference in the general environment of 

competition causing old and new crises, and 

hence there is difference between the two 

forms of above-mentioned crises. There are 

other new reasons or factors, too which have 

come up after building over the old conditions. 

For example, there is an overproduction of 

capital in general i.e. both industrial capital as 

well as finance capital. No sector remains 

untouched now. The overproduction of 

consumption commodities is the natural 

outcome of the overproduction of capital. While 

exports of capital and commodities are still 

continuing, they aren't solving the problems 

arising as a result of   excessive accumulation 

due to the crisis of overproduction. That's 

precisely why the tendency of financialisation 

of capital is on the rise. The fact is that it is now 

increasing by leaps and bounds. The 

burgeoning rise in the volume of speculative 

capital is its direct result. It has further 

intensified the tendency of decay and 

parasitism within monopoly capital 

tremendously. What it particularly means is that 

the present crisis is a result of complete 

monopoly of finance capital, is an outcome of 

extreme socialisation of production under 

financial oligarchy which makes its fruit 

possible to be appropriated still privately, and 

is therefore hundred times more sharpened, 

more enduring and more consolidated than 

what it was hundred years ago. The old cyclical 

crises developed because of free competition 

among capitals. The recovery that followed 

such crises also came in because of free 

competition which gave rise to counteracting 

factors or forces that finally lifted the rate of 

profit (we shall come to that). Now, when the old 

cyclical forces have stopped playing a decisive 

role because of the absence of free 

competition, of late it has given way to 

monopoly of finance capital which is the highest 

stage of capitalism. Thus, the present crisis can 

be said to have arisen in a completely new 

environment of the new stage of capitalism. The 

new environment provides not much scope of 

sustained recovery from the ongoing crisis. In 

this sense it is a ‘structural’ crisis and hence a 

permanent one too. Its main characteristics 

include the fact that stagnation has become a 

rule while recovery, that too a short-lived one, 

with intermittent fluctuations here and there, an 

exception. Secondly, in some parts of the world 

very odd crises may surface, consequently 

providing the proletariat of that country to 

capitalise on that for its victory towards 

socialism. 

Are we talking about something new? No, we 

aren’t. When it was established by Lenin that 

capitalism has entered into a new phase of 

decay and parasitism with finance capital and 

financial activities having a complete sway 

(according to the conditions of his time, which 

have  however exponentially progressed and 

worsened in the current times ) over industrial 

capital and industrial activity, it was more than 

clear that the tendency of decay and parasitism 

will progressively increase, thereby eventually  

impacting the old peaceful development of 

capitalism once and for ever. That's why Lenin 

has said that with the rise of Monopoly 

Capitalism the proletariat enters into the arena 

of decisive battle for the victory of Socialism. 

Lenin writes in his thesis on imperialism that the 

extent to which monopolist capital has intensified 

all the contradictions of capitalism is generally 

known. It is sufficient to mention the high cost of 

living and the tyranny of the cartels. This 

intensification of contradictions constitutes 

the most powerful driving force of the 

transitional period of history, which began 

from the time of the final victory of world finance 

capital. (Imperialism is the highest stage of 

capitalism, p. 301, bold added)                 

So long as finance capital gets increasingly 

strengthened and consolidated, 'this 

intensification of contradiction' will also get 

heightened which is why Lenin termed it as a 

transitional phase of history beginning with the 

final victory of world finance capital. Later, 

Lenin called this epoch as ‘capitalism in 

transition’. He writes that from all that has been 

said in this book on the economic essence of 

imperialism, it follows that we must define it as 

capitalism in transition, or, more precisely, as 

moribund capitalism. (ibid) 



THE TRUTH | Year 2 | Issue 2 | June 2021                                                                                                                               5 

LENINIST THEORY OF GENERAL CRISIS OF 

CAPITALISM  

 The foundations of the Theory of the General 

Crisis of Capitalism were worked out by V. I. 

Lenin according to which the basis of the 

general crisis of capitalism is the all-round crisis 

of the world capitalist system as a whole, 

characterised by triumph of finance capital that 

often leads to war and destruction and then 

towards revolutions. The struggle between 

moribund capitalism represented by the 

triumph of finance capital on the one hand and 

growing socialism after the victory of October 

Revolution on the other was one of the most 

important and decisive elements of Leninist 

theory of general crisis of capitalism. This 

element is not present now. However, with the 

ever-growing, deepening and more 

importantly the permanent-like crisis of world 

capitalism, even that 'lost' socialism has come 

alive as powerful force in the minds of those 

who are separated from it by generations. Even 

those who never saw Soviet socialism and have 

only heard about it, cherish it so that it has 

become a material force to reckon with. 

Socialism is not a dead history, it is very much 

alive in the minds of both ruling classes as well 

as the downtrodden masses and the working 

class, in one as a nightmare, in the other as their 

goal and ultimate destination.  

Considering that we are faced with the 

permanent crisis of monopoly capitalism, there 

is all the more reason to revive the theory of the 

general crisis of capitalism. The most basic 

tenets of this theory are similar to the features 

associated with the present-day general crisis 

of monopoly capitalism, which involves all 

dimensions of crisis-ridden finance capital, 

whose triumph signifies the new stage of 

capitalism. The present crisis has got both the 

dimensions - economic and ideological-

political in full public view underlying which is 

the growing restlessness of the toiling masses. 

 
1 After 'decolonisation' following the victory of national liberation movements in the whole world, which were all the time 

and everywhere assisted by the mightiest land of the October Revolution and till then acted as the reserve of socialism, 

capitalist relations grew there with great rapidity and finally they naturally turned into the reserve of imperialism, 

Let us see in brief what were the characteristic 

features of the Leninist Theory of General Crisis 

of Capitalism that was later developed by 

Stalin. They were: the splitting of the world 

into two systems - the capitalist and the 

socialist, the crisis of the colonial system of 

imperialism, the sharpening of the problem 

of markets and, in connection with this, the 

increase of chronic under-capacity working 

of enterprises and chronic mass 

unemployment in the capitalist countries. 

 Out of all the features, we can clearly see that 

except for the first one, the remaining features 

are not only present today, rather they have 

grown exponentially. In the current times, we 

find that crisis is all the more propelled by the 

contradictions of the finance capital, one which 

is bound to cause historical decay and 

destruction i.e. decay in historical sense. What 

is of more importance now, is that if one of the 

features of the general crisis is absent currently, 

another set of very crucial features have gotten 

added in its place. They are equally decisive in 

nature. Firstly, it is a 'no way ahead' situation 

for the crisis-ridden monopoly capitalism in the 

whole world (including India) as all the 

capitalist countries are completely and 

adversely struck by the permanent-looking 

crisis which sees no end in near future. 

Secondly, the international balance of class 

forces, which had tilted towards imperialism 

even after the earth-shaking victory of socialism 

over fascism, has now once again become 

inclined in favour of potentially victorious 

socialism as capitalism has matured in almost 

all the countries. Socialism is on the agenda of 

history in majority of these nations. The 

moment the historical defeat of socialism is 

overturned with a mighty blow in any part of the 

globe socialism will get its momentum going 

and picking in all countries and it may lead to a 

fight to finish like situation, while the period of 

transition from capitalism to socialism 

signifying the intervening period for the final 

victory of socialism may be substantially 

shortened and less tortuous.1 
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We can see through a graphic presentation how 

post-world war I crises linked with the rise and 

victory of finance capital surfaced more quickly 

and in a more recurring manner. The uneven 

development of the capitalist countries in the 

epoch of imperialism and monopoly capitalism 

was a great contributing factor which 

manifested itself in course of time in the form of 

severest lack of correspondence between 

capacity and market. On this basis there arose 

a sharp break in the equilibrium. Barring the 

golden period (which was however also struck 

by one crisis after another right during the 

boom period; we shall come to this too) after the 

second world war, this break of equilibrium has 

remained and has only accentuated now.  

Lenin had pointed out that “the general crisis of 

capitalism is not an event which takes place in a 

single moment of time but a long period of stormy 

economic and political upheavals and sharp class 

struggle, a period of “the collapse of capitalism 

on its full scale, and the birth of a socialist 

society”. (Lenin, “Report on the Revision of the 

Programme and Change of the Name of the 

Party, at the VII Congress of the R.C.P.(B)”, 

Selected Works, 12-vol. edition, vol. VIII, p. 

315.)" 

This situation is on the whole very much present 

now and determines the course of decisive 

class battle for realising the historical mission of 

the working class and the proletariat. An 

integral feature of the present-day general 

crisis of capitalism is the same as it was in that 

time i.e. “the progressive sharpening which the 

problem of markets under-goes, and the chronic 

under-capacity working of enterprises and 

chronic mass unemployment which result from 

this.” Today, we can see that "the 

impoverishment of the working people, whose 

standard of living the capitalists try to restrict to 

the absolute minimum, inevitably gets worse, and 

as a result the effective demand of the masses 

declines” and we see how it has been declining 

with every passing day. We know what Stalin 

said, “Characteristic of the period of the 

general crisis of capitalism is chronic under-

capacity working of enterprises." We can see 

how, today, this characteristic has not only 

 
particularly after the demise of Stalin. But the cracks had become visible in his time, too. Yugoslavia is one obvious 

example, while there are many others, too. 

resurfaced but also sharpened more than ten 

times what it was. Closely connected with the 

under-capacity working of enterprises is 

chronic mass unemployment and this has also 

grown manifold times. 

Chronic mass unemployment worsens the life of 

the working and other toiling classes including 

peasantry. It enables the capitalists to intensify 

exploitation of labour in factories to an 

enormous extent. The capitalists, who are 

already exhausted by excessive labour, lay off 

workers and effect sharp reduction in wages. 

They retrench old and expensive workers, 

purchase and engage in their place cheap 

labour power, yet stronger and healthier 

workers. “The working people become more 

and more uncertain what the morrow will 

bring.” 

Apart from this, this crisis brings a grave impact 

also on the position, conditions and life of the 

peasantry by contracting the internal market 

and reducing the urban working population’s 

demand for agricultural produce. This 

ultimately leads to crises in agriculture and 

aggravation of crises in the lives of the peasants 

and farmers. By worsening the situation in the 

labour market, it renders it difficult for peasants 

to find work in the industry, either. Thus, 

extreme pauperisation of the peasantry 

increases. So, we can infer that chronic mass 

unemployment, as existing in India and almost 

all capitalist countries for the last decades and 

so, is an indication and proof of the general and 

systemic or structural decay of capitalism. 

But what is more important for our 

discussion in this present piece, is that 

despite reduction in the wages as well as 

prices of the elements of the constant 

capital, no sign of recovery from the crisis is 

visible. It is noteworthy that the recovery is 

not visible despite existence of the severest 

form of exploitation of labour. There exists 

not much scope of employment of new 

constant capital. In the aftermath of a 

cyclical crisis, lifting up the rate of profit, 

introduction of new constant capital and 

hence reversal of crisis was quite often 
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easily possible and visible. At present there 

seems to be none. 

 For full exposition let us move onto Marx's 

analysis of crises and its recovery, in short.     

HOW WAS CRISIS REVERSED IN OLD 

CAPITALISM 

Marx's analysis of the growing concentration of 

production in capitalism reveals how 

proportion of constant capital to variable capital 

continuously increases which finally leads to 

'the falling general rate of profit.' Marx writes:   

“This mode of production produces a 

progressive relative decrease of the variable 

capital as compared to the constant capital, and 

consequently a continuously rising organic 

composition of the total capital. The immediate 

result of this is that the rate of surplus value, at the 

same, or even a rising, degree of labour 

exploitation, is represented by a continually 

falling general rate of profit. (We shall see later 

why this fall does not manifest itself in an absolute 

form, but rather as a tendency toward a 

progressive fall.) The progressive tendency of 

the general rate of profit to fall is, therefore, just 

an expression peculiar to the capitalist mode 

of production of the progressive development of 

the social productive power of labour. This does 

not mean to say that the rate of profit may not fall 

temporarily for other reasons. But proceeding 

from the nature of the capitalist mode of 

production, it is thereby proved a logical 

necessity that in its development the general 

average rate of surplus value must express 

itself in a falling general rate of profit. Since 

the mass of the employed living labour is 

continually on the decline as compared to the 

mass of objectified labour set in motion by it, i. e., 

to the productively consumed means of 

production, it follows that the portion of living 

labour, unpaid and congealed in surplus value, 

must also be continually on the decrease 

compared to the amount of value represented by 

the invested total capital. Since the ratio of the 

mass of surplus value to the value of the invested 

total capital forms the rate of profit, this rate must 

constantly fall.” (p.210, Capital volume III, bold 

ours) 

 Please note that Marx explains this general law 

of falling rate of profit as tendency towards a 

progressive fall and not as an accomplished fact 

or an absolute law. He discusses the 

counteracting factors of this law, too. He says 

that the main counteracting factors are 1) 

increasing intensity of exploitation 2) 

depression of wages below the value of labour 

power 3) cheapening of the elements of 

constant capital 4) relative overpopulation 5) 

foreign trade 6) increase of stock capital. 

Explaining how capital is itself a barrier to its 

expansion, Marx further writes: 

“The real barrier of capitalist production is capital 

itself. It is that capital and its self-expansion 

appear as the starting and the closing point, the 

motive and the purpose of production; that 

production is only production for capital and not 

vice versa, the means of production are not mere 

means for a constant expansion of the living 

process of the society of producers. The limits 

within which the preservation and self-expansion 

of the value of capital resting on the expropriation 

and pauperisation of the great mass of producers 

can alone move —these limits come continually 

into conflict with the methods of production 

employed by capital for its purposes, which drive 

towards unlimited extension of production, 

towards production as an end in itself, towards 

unconditional development of the social 

productivity of labour. The means — 

unconditional development of the productive 

forces of society — comes continually into 

conflict with the limited purpose, the self-

expansion of the existing capital. The capitalist 

mode of production is, for this reason, a historical 

means of developing the material forces of 

production and creating an appropriate world 

market and is, at the same time, a continual 

conflict between this its historical task and its 

corresponding social relations of production.” 

He also explains how a crisis is the result of 

competition and then also shows how the same 

competition is the main lever by which factors 

of crisis are counteracted and the rate of profit 

restored at previous level. He writes: 

"… The rate of profit would not fall under the 

effect of competition due to overproduction of 

capital. It would rather be the reverse; it would 

be the competitive struggle which would begin, 

because the fallen rate of profit and 

overproduction of capital originate from the 

same conditions." (ibid, bold ours) 

This competition finally leads to reversal of the 

cyclical crisis. So, it must be clear enough. 

Competition brought the crisis and now 

competition brings recovery and this is 

functional to the working of capitalism since its 

very beginning, while the present crisis hasn't 

been such.  

Marx further discusses it. According to Marx, a 

part of additional capital is left idle to prevent 
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the depreciation of their own original capital. 

Even if they employ it at a loss, “it is done to shift 

the need of keeping additional capital idle on 

newcomers and on their competitors in 

general.” 

However, Marx continues, the additional capital 

which is in new hands will try to win a place 

for itself at the expense or at the cost of the old 

one. The new one would like to force the old to 

remain idle. “It would compel the old capital to 

give up its old place and withdraw to join 

completely or partially unemployed additional 

capital.” What does it mean? it means that “a 

portion of the old capital has to lie unused under 

all circumstances” - as Marx says. 

So, it is the competition between old and new 

that decides “what part of old capital would be 

particularly affected”. 

It is interesting to note here that “so long as 

things go well and there is no loss or crisis that 

is occurring or has occurred, competition 

ensures a smooth sharing of profits, even if to 

some it costs a part of surplus value that they 

have individually produced i.e. each 'gladly' 

shares in the common loot, in proportion to the 

size of his respective investment. But as soon as 

things go from bad to worse and “it no longer is 

a question of sharing profits, but of sharing 

losses, everyone tries to reduce his own share 

to a minimum and to shove it off upon another. 

So even the class, as such, must inevitably lose, 

but, how much of the loss the individual 

capitalist must bear or to what extent he must 

have his own share in it, etc., such a thing is 

decided only according to their individual 

strength and cunning. The competition turns 

hostile.” And this is very important as it helps 

us understand that today, when a prolonged 

crisis, looking permanent by all parameters, 

has engulfed the world economy under the 

conditions of monopoly, then the same 

competition that allowed and supervised 

each of the capitalists to gladly accept their 

share in the common loot according to their 

aliquot part in the aggregate or total capital 

of the whole capital class taken as a whole, 

has led to “a fight among hostile brothers.” 

It is not that the capitalists take care of each 

other.  

Marx wrote - “The antagonism between each 

individual capitalist's interests and those of the 

capitalist class as a whole, then comes to the 

surface.”   

If such was the condition in Marx's time, one can 

imagine what it would be like in the present 

time when the crisis has been unyielding for 

decades due to the most pernicious role being 

played by finance capital, the symbol of decay 

and destruction. The theory that in the time of 

crisis the capitalist class as a whole or for that 

matter the capitalist system as such necessarily 

takes care of the long-term interests of the 

whole capitalist class in the manner of taking 

care of small and medium or non-monopolist 

sections of capital, is a completely rubbish 

theory and aim of such a theory is nothing but to 

paint the big monopoly capitalists in glorious 

colours i.e. as loving brothers of small and 

medium capitalists. This is a very dangerous 

interpretation, as we have already written 

plenty on this in small pieces. In the time of 

crisis, even at the time when finance capital 

hadn't come to dominate the industrial capital 

and the whole society, as Marx says, capitalists 

are like enemies rather than loving brothers.     

Then, how is this conflict settled and how are the 

conditions of normalcy restored corresponding 

to the "sound" operation of capitalist mode 

production? Marx says that the resolution of this 

conflict is the resolution of the crisis as well. 

Marx writes that “the mode of settlement is 

already indicated in the very emergence of the 

conflict whose settlement is under discussion.” 

But what does it precisely imply? It implies “the 

withdrawal and even the partial destruction of 

the old capital, amounting to either the full value 

of or at least a part of additional capital.” But the 

point is that, as Marx himself says, “the loss is 

by no means equally distributed among 

individual capitals, its distribution being rather 

decided through a competitive struggle in 

which the loss is distributed in very different 

proportions and forms, depending on special 

advantages or previously captured positions, 

so that one capital is left unused, another is 

destroyed, and a third suffers but a relative loss, 

or is just temporarily depreciated, etc.” 

Marx says that whatever be the condition, “the 

equilibrium would be restored under all 
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circumstances through the withdrawal or even 

the destruction of more or less capital.' It also 

leads to material destruction of capital i.e. “a 

part of the means of production, of fixed and 

circulating capital, will stop operating and 

acting as capital, operating industrial and 

production establishments would then be 

brought to a standstill.” 

Every means of production is subjected to wear 

and tear, but the above loss causes far greater 

damage to the means of production. However, 

in cyclical crises, the main effect is that their 

function as means of production would be 

disturbed for a shorter or longer period. 

This is what Marx discusses exclusively from 

the side of capital. But he discusses it from the 

other side, too. He rather takes in his 

consideration all other agencies that are at work 

in the above scenario. He writes: 

 "But there would have been still other agencies 

at work at the same time. The stagnation of 

production would have laid off a part of the 

working class and would thereby have placed the 

employed part in a situation where it would have 

to submit to a reduction of wages even below the 

average. This has the very same effect on capital 

as an increase of the relative or absolute surplus 

value at average wages would have had." 

Here yet again, it must be noted that in a 

crisis, and naturally more so in a prolonged 

crisis such as the one in the current times, 

the wages are forced down below average. 

When we discuss today's unyielding crisis 

caused by contradictions of the monopoly 

stage of capitalism, this observation of Marx 

must be kept in mind.    

 We have already seen Marx saying this:  

 "On the other hand, the fall in prices and the 

competitive struggle would have driven every 

capitalist to lower the individual value of his total 

product below its general value by means of new 

machines, new and improved working methods, 

new combinations." 

This lowers the proportion of variable to 

constant capital, and thereby releases some 

labourers and finally creates an artificial 

overpopulation. This is also reflected in the 

depreciation of the elements of constant capital 

and it would finally tend to raise the rate of 

profit. This is how rate of profit is restored and 

things move on way of reversing the crisis.  

According to Marx, though the mass of 

employed constant capital would increase in 

relation to variable one, its value falls so that 

this way the stagnation of production prepares, 

within capitalistic limits, a subsequent 

expansion of production. Marx says - “and thus 

the cycle would run its course anew. Part of the 

capital, depreciated by its functional 

stagnation, would recover its old value. For the 

rest, the same vicious circle would be 

described once more under expanded 

conditions of production, with an expanded 

market and increased productive forces." 

In all these, a general environment of free 

competition works without any break. But what 

will happen if free competition is replaced 

by monopoly of finance capital and the 

general environment of free competition is 

limited to a handful of monopolies only. We'll 

see that the scope of such an expansion of 

production, as described by Marx just above, 

by creating an artificial over-population stands 

much limited when finance capital takes over or 

has already taken over the industrial capital, 

when free competition among capitalists has 

vanished and when the bulk of profit comes or 

has to come from speculation and manipulation 

at the dictates of the magnets of finance capital. 

And now, with the complete shift to finance 

capital taking place after the fall of the USSR, the 

situation is even worse as financialisation of 

production, of capital as well as other 

commodities, has become the main trend. 

 To sum up this part, we can say that in a cyclical 

crisis, what are involved are cyclical factors 

manifesting themselves in the form of falling 

rate of profit, overproduction of capital, 

underconsumption, creation of artificial over 

population etc. In the ongoing crisis such 

cyclical forces are present but not as decisive 

factors or forces which majorly contribute 

towards the intensification of the basic 

contradiction, the one between socialised 

production and private appropriation. 

After the second world war, what we have seen 

are two types of cyclical crises in the 

background of the general crisis of capitalism 

due to the complete sway of finance capital. 

Firstly, they occurred roughly during the years 

from 1945 till the end of the golden period of 
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capitalism, roughly by the end of the 70s. In 

these years what we saw is a series of cyclical 

crises involving upward and downward 

movement of growth and fall for a small period 

of time everytime a particular crisis 

precipitated. Secondly, we saw a medium to 

long-term tendency of gravitating towards 

crisis that seized up more with prolonged over 

production of commodity and over 

accumulation of capital. It mainly appeared at 

the meeting point of the end of previous century 

and the beginning of the new century. Their 

main and stark feature of the latter was that they 

smoothly passed on to or simply grew into a 

new crisis emanating due to failure of system 

and general decay of the system as a whole 

itself, in which all the cyclical forces and factors 

were manifested but they have not had any 

important role to play i.e. any remedial process 

begun to put them in their right places did not 

work so far as attempts at overcoming the crisis 

are concerned, although accompanying 

manifestations in the form of long term 

overproduction, underconsumption, 

unemployment, falling rate of profit were very 

much there. However, the point to be noted is 

that all these symptoms and manifestations have 

become generalised in the general 

background or framework of general and 

permanent crisis of world crisis.   

In the present crisis, the main thing to be noted 

is the self-motivated destruction of capital by 

capital itself i.e. finance capital. This is being 

openly said by many of left economists and 

intellectuals but at the same time it is one of the 

least understood things, too. It can be 

understood only by putting it correctly in 

Marxist-Leninist framework so that one finds it 

(the crisis) genuinely emanating from the near 

possibility of not-so-distant collapse of the 

capitalist system about which Marx and Lenin 

both have so brilliantly written. And only by 

putting it correctly in the manner that Lenin 

taught us as such that we can grasp why it 

can't be overcome by taking steps to tackle 

cyclical forces such as by creating artificial 

over population, for example. Similarly, only 

then can we understand why it can't be 

overcome by just lowering the value of 

elements of constant capital either. Only with 

the help of the precisely formulated Leninist 

teaching is it possible that we can come to know 

that the very purpose of lowering of value of 

elements of constant capital, which was in 

Marx's time to employ them in increased 

quantities to expand production, is not present 

now. As a result of this i.e. the drastic lack of 

investment opportunities, the bulk of maximum 

profit for monopoly finance capital has to come 

not from expanded production but from 

speculation and investment in different tools of 

financial market. That's why we see that even 

though there exists the highest degree and 

worst form of exploitation of workers, we hardly 

see any possibility of revival of healthy and 

increased employment of constant capital 

(fixed capital in particular).  

The cyclical forces, as we see Marx discusses 

them in detail, are now not the factors causing 

this prolonged crisis. Those cyclical factors 

have been functional in general to the capitalist 

system for all the time since its birth. In contrast 

to this, the roots of the present crisis, which 

have grown on the old body of old capitalism 

only, it is true, but are intricately linked with the 

contradictions of the framework in which 

finance capital operates and hence are 

associated with the new stage of capitalism, the 

stage of an ever-increasing, ever-expanding 

and ever-strengthening monopoly stage of 

capital atop which finance capital has a 

complete sway over all other forms of capital. 

A BRIEF DISCUSSION ON GOLDEN PERIOD 

AND ITS FALL: MINOR COMMENTS ON 

PRABHAT PATNAIK 

The golden period of capitalism that came after 

the second world war ended in the 70s of the 

last century with the appearance of a protracted 

crisis, unprecedented and unseen as it was in 

longevity and scale. It was of a scale which had 

never been seen before. Let us recapitulate its 

main trajectory in brief here. 

The very first protracted crisis in world 

capitalism came in 1970s due to accentuation of 

contradictions inherent in the very first ever 

protracted (post-war) boom itself. We shall see 

that finance capital played its worst ever role in 

it in connivance with the capitalist states led by 

America. However, only this has brought the 

world capitalism on the edge of collapse. In the 
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words of noted economists Prabhat Patnaik 

(henceforth PP), it was a result of 

“synchronization of all the intensified and 

repeated cyclical crises manifested in 

overproduction crises occurring in the 60s 

amidst the boom itself in all the advanced 

capitalist countries.” 

What we find in multitudes of economic 

literature of that time is that the protracted crisis 

of the 70s was not a single crisis. It came as a 

successive outburst of three “overproduction 

crises” that hit all the major capitalist 

economies in 1969-70, in 1973-75 and in 1979-

80. The last one continued well in the 80s. When 

we study the nature, span and intensity of crises 

coming just after this i.e. the crisis of the 70s, 

what we find is that in actuality the same crisis 

has grown into the present one with increasing 

shift towards finance capital continuing 

particularly since and after 90s. 

Even during the period of boom, and well 

before the crisis of 1970s, the crises of 

overproduction surfaced in good number, as 

for the first time in 1957-58. In 1960s too, 

different advanced capitalist countries 

experienced recession at different times. For 

example, the USA saw it in 1960-61, France in 

1964-65, Germany in 1966-67, Japan saw mild 

recession in 1962-63 and in 1964-65. What does 

it mean? It necessarily means that boom wasn't 

a plain or thorough going boom as such, crises 

were appearing indicating that a serious crisis 

was already maturing in its belly, but so far as 

profit are coming the capitalists, and more so 

when it comes to finance capital, are least 

worried. As conclusion, we can say that in 

essence the crisis of 1970s was the cumulative 

effect of the contradictory effects of finance 

capital which was working with full force 

behind the back of the capitalist state. We shall 

also come to this in a short while. Liberal 

economists as ever before however calls it the 

synchronization effect of the isolated boom time 

crises taking place in the 50s or 60s. In his own 

way they forestall the disclosure of the 

pernicious role played by finance capital.   

In the crisis of 70s, we know, the one of 1973-75 

was the severest one that brought down the 

industrial output by large margins of more than 

13% in all major capitalist countries. Apart from 

slowing down the rate of growth, the rate of 

unemployment also rose significantly. The 

seven major OECD countries accounted for a 

whopping 3.4% in 1973 which rose to 3.6 %, 5.3 

%, 5.1% in 1974, 1975 and in 1978 respectively. 

In the first half of 1980, it again rose to 5.5%. In 

the same period, the absolute number of 

unemployed in the OECD countries was 17.5 

million as compared to 7.3 million in 1973. Even 

the periods of rapid growth witnessed increase 

in unemployment. The data corroborates this 

formulation that the crisis of 70s continued well 

into 80s, also in 90s and even after that. The data 

on unemployment shows that the crisis in the 

form of rising unemployment became a general 

character since then.  

Again, the other side of the story is however 

more interesting and more important that gave 

rise to very important factors. 1970s as a whole 

also saw an accelerated growth in the rate of 

inflation in the advanced capitalist countries. 

The current account deficit in the balance of 

payments also saw an almost consistent growth. 

In 1982 itself it was clear that the crisis would 

linger. The reason PP cited for this also proves 

our point of reasoning. He said that the 

recovery came in a situation where the 

companies were saddled with large 

inventories for a long time.  

It is well known that we don't agree with PP and 

other liberal economists ideologically on 

Leninism as also on the way they describe the 

impact of euro dollar and other future 

phenomena associated with its rise, though 

what we grapple here is the way PP in particular 

deploys economics, though he does so 

brilliantly, more than political economy in his 

essays, which is why the role of finance capital 

is often overshadowed in his analysis. The 

actual reasons according to us weren't exactly 

those he describes. According to us, it was the 

rising influence of finance capital in the 

economy which was determined during the 

boom to increase profit margins by increasing 

their monopoly prices taking advantage of the 

active role of the state in "demand 

management" as the largest single purchaser.  

The once excessive demand management by 

excessive inflation of the economy gave rise to 

its opposite i.e. strong deflating tendency 
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within the economy when the rulers all of a 

sudden confronted the crisis. This led to a 

massive cut in government expenditure 

particularly on social security and workers' 

welfare. PP rightly notes that “during Reagan 

and Thatcher, the expenditure on military was 

taken to a high level which led to high interest 

rates resulting in fall in the value of capital 

assets. This led to a sharp fall in the mood to 

invest. So, all the components of domestic 

aggregate demand were either missing or 

sluggish.” Important point to note here is that 

the situation even after 4 decades has remained 

the same in the main. 

THE ROLE PLAYED BY FINANCE CAPITAL 

IS STILL CONTINUING…  

Yes, it is true that the role played by Finance 

capital in the crisis of 1970s is very instructive 

in nature. By closely studying it, one can see 

through what is happening now. Let us be brief 

as this piece is just a preliminary note and an 

expansion of view contained in it will be taken 

up later. 

Two things mainly played a significant role in 

the post-war boom. Firstly, the Second World 

War led to the emergence of the US as the 

undisputed leader of the capitalist world, led to 

the development of Bretton Woods system and 

a regime of fixed exchange rates, along with 

dollar as the reserve currency with a fixed price 

in terms of gold. It led to large-scale capital 

export and expansion of trade contributing to 

the post-war boom. Secondly, it also led to a 

prolonged active state intervention in demand 

management, involving large scale 

governmental expenditure with the main 

purpose of benefiting financial oligopolists 

which however wanted to tread along the tested 

Nazi's path of increasing investment in war 

preparations, the most lucrative method to earn 

huge profit as well as to suppress the real wages 

of the working class. But it was the new 

American Policy which attracted the finance 

capital at least for the time being, till the time it 

could have been proved profitable for them. 

The post-war boom however proved to be the 

last one of such American methods of accruing 

huge profit to finance capital, so far as the 

journey of finance capital after that can be 

evaluated. Now no such method can be re-

employed because further decay in the bold of 

capitalism has eroded such a possibility 

altogether.  

The crux of this American method was to invest 

in big way in the sectors which did not encroach 

upon the spheres considered lucrative and 

attractive by monopoly capital, the burden of 

which fell on the public exchequer and which 

came to be fulfilled by an enlargement of the 

national debt which was to be financed by the 

monopolists on high interests, thus making it 

look like an export of capital from the 

monopolists to the state that gave them double 

profit, the high interest as well as increased 

profit margin by selling the same products to 

the government at higher monopoly prices, the 

products being the same for which loan was 

taken from the monopolist. This was the 

American way, different from that of the Nazis. 

It is rightly pointed out that "the state 

concentrated on areas which were 

complementary to, rather than competitive 

with, the areas which monopoly capital wanted 

as its exclusive preserve; it helped maintain the 

level of effective demand for monopoly capital, 

so that capacity utilization and profits were kept 

up; at the same time its expenditure was 

financed, in part at least, by borrowing, which 

meant an easy and manipulable outlet for 

capital exports by the monopolists." 

But only this led to the protracted crisis of the 

70s in the end. How? The demand management 

in the manner discussed above lured the 

oligopolists to increase their profit margin to 

irrational levels by increasing prices by 

imposing monopoly prices taking advantage of 

its control over the capitalist states. PP doesn't 

precisely mention this. As the state was 

committed to profiting the finance capitalists at 

the cost of everything else, demands 

increasingly became artificially-created 

demands. In other words, the demands 'became 

price-inelastic for the financial oligarchy.' Here 

we can see the contradictions and irrationality 

inherent in the nature and behaviour of finance 

capital. They go for higher prices even if it 

means fall in sales in other segments, since in 

one segment they would still be “getting a 
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higher amount of revenue for any given amount 

of prime costs". 

This is exactly where lay the problem in the 

post-war economic boom which was over-

exploited by the monopoly finance capital in 

collusion with the state. It must be an open and 

established fact now that the state worked and 

today also it is working for the oligopolists' 

interests and for that it will go to any extent as 

in this case (the crisis of the 70 which is under 

discussion), where the state inflated profit 

margins to every possible extent by inflating 

debt in the national economy. This is also what 

is happening in India in a way. It is also an 

established fact that it led to and will lead in 

future to “a decline in the workers' share in 

value added” i.e. the workers’ wages will 

depress.    

 Naturally, the long years of post-war boom 

were burdened with a massive debt and it was 

destined to explode and it exploded. In the US, 

its symptoms had already appeared in the mid-

1960s.  

Let us appreciate this vivid description of the 

conditions existing then in the words of Prabhat 

Patnaik: (taken from his essay written in 1982) 

"Finance acts as an accelerator during the boom: 

Corporations borrow from banks or sell bonds to 

raise money for industrial purposes as 

opportunities for profit-making loom on the 

horizon; consumer purchases are stimulated by 

retail, instalment or mortgage credit; banks 

stretch their credit to the utmost limit to lend to 

corporations, speculators as well as consumers. 

The boom is thus sustained and carried forward 

by a layering of debt, and this layering is 

sustained by the confidence that the boom will 

never end." 

 It is here that we can see for ourselves the 

complete irrationality and self-led 

contradictions associated with the very working 

of finance capital that leads to self-motivated 

destruction of capital by finance capital.  

As this 'layering of debt' was based on hopes of 

continuity of the boom, it is well said that “this 

debt stretch-out, therefore, is essentially 

speculative in character.” This is elemental so 

far as finance capital is concerned. Hence 

everything became dependent upon how long 

this hope continued and thrived.  

One can imagine what will happen to an over-

stretched balloon if it is pricked. As the demand 

management was not based on real growth of 

demands, it was only a matter of chance when 

the artificial bubble burst, after which a 

“domino effect” was to follow and it very well 

followed i.e. “creditors scramble to get their 

funds back and debtors scramble for funds to 

pay off their debts. The greater the debt stretch-

out during the boom, the greater is the panic 

when the boom bursts, and the greater 

therefore is the depth of the depression to 

which the economy sinks as a result of debt-

deflation. Finance, which acts as an accelerator 

during the boom, becomes an equally strong 

depressing force during the down- turn.” 

And what has the result of this depressing role 

of finance capital turned out to be? As we can 

see the domino effects are still continuing. The 

same protracted crisis of the 70s has passed on 

to or has grown into a crisis which gives rise to 

the very possibility of the collapse of the 

capitalist system itself. It is surviving only 

because the working class is not ready to 'prick 

it'. That's all. Capitalism as such has definitely 

landed itself in a permanent environment and 

framework of a generalised crisis as defined 

above by us i.e. in the sense that a sustainable 

growth of a high level has turned outlandish for 

the current times unless the world finance 

capital leads to huge destruction i.e. chooses to 

go for all-out war. The danger however in this, 

and before finance capital, is that it could be 

highly counterproductive as socialism is very 

much alive in the minds of the people and acts 

as a living inspiring force, hence if finance 

capital goes for an all-out war, the resulting 

intensification of contradictions may force the 

working people in many countries to rise in 

revolt. This danger looms large over the 

horizon more than before, even though the land 

of October is no longer with us.  

 

CONCLUSION 

We can sum up this whole discussion in these 

words. 

What appears about the present crisis is that 

inasmuch as old capitalism and its basic 
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foundations such as competition and 

commodity production are still in place, the old 

cyclical factors are also present to that extent, 

but the contradictions inherent in monopoly 

capitalism led by financial oligarchy are 

playing the central and decisive role. In the new 

century, with every passing day, we find that 

the capitalist state has gone for a total shift 

towards finance capital which has finally 

established its complete hegemony. That's why 

the permanent tendency of decay, parasitism, 

moribundity and destruction associated with 

monopoly stage of capital etc. has come out in 

the open and the deepest ever wound is in full 

public view. It took so long because of the 

historical interventionist role of the October 

Revolution and the subsequent opening of a 

transition period in which capitalism had to 

compete with socialism that forced the 

capitalist-imperialist states to accept social 

welfare measures for working populations for 

the time being so that the masses did not agitate 

and revolt for socialism i.e. people don't follow 

in the footsteps of October Revolution. This led 

the capitalist state to impose 'restrictions' on 

finance capital which were however not 

restrictions as such but were “round about 

path” for their loot as we saw above. Working 

of finance capital in an unfettered manner and 

with its elemental force was given a different 

form. Finance capital had been “advised” 

through an American way of loot and plunder to 

wear soft cover over its dangerous sharp nails 

and deadly claws. Hence the elements of old 

capitalism seem to have played most of the role 

in the crisis for some time. But this is now limited 

only to a minimum extent as the finance capital 

is now primarily not bound by such limitations.  

Inasmuch as the competition and commodity 

production etc. are basic foundations of 

capitalism, only upon which monopoly 

capitalism has grown, the cyclical factors will 

remain in operation, though monopoly 

capitalism will progressively have total sway. 

The main point here to be understood is that the 

contradictions of monopoly stage of capitalism 

will submerge those associated with the old 

capitalism. It is the contradictions of finance 

capital that are playing the leading role in the 

unfolding crisis, and therefore in accentuating 

the basic contradiction of capitalism i.e. the one 

being between socialised production and 

private appropriation. Socialisation has 

reached its zenith, we know, while private 

appropriation is still going. That's why so 

much destruction is being unleashed which 

means the basic contradiction of capitalism 

is in the fullest possible manner exposed and 

found to be working with a killing instinct. 

That is precisely why this financial stage of 

capitalism is called the moribund 

capitalism and is characterised as the eve of 

socialism, a stage from where socialism is 

just at our arm's length.  

That's why the crisis of the present time must be 

called the crisis of monopoly stage of capitalism 

leading directly to decisive battles for the 

triumph of socialism, while on the other side of 

it lies shameless barbarism marked with most 

naked loot and plunder, murder and genocide 

by all means. Though the term “structural 

crisis” can also be used but it must be better 

called the crisis of the financial monopoly stage 

of capitalism as only this makes it possible to 

stress the revolutionary features associated 

with this unfolding crisis which given its origin 

in moribund stage of capitalism is all set to be a 

like a permanent crisis rooted in the format of 

the Leninist theory of general crisis of world 

capitalism, directly leading to all out making of 

decisive preparations for the triumph of 

socialism with a motto - the sooner it is done, the 

better. 

Thus, it is only now that we are able to grasp the 

complete significance of Lenin's thesis on 

imperialism for it is only now that it is working 

with its elemental force. It is only now that we 

can grasp why Lenin had called the 

monopoly stage of capitalism the eve of 

socialism. Let us not forget that there are many 

who say that these words of Lenin (that of 'eve of 

socialism') bore not much importance as if they 

say we're just the slip of his tongue. Such people 

are but apologists of imperialism and monopoly 

capitalism. 

Note: The views will be expanded in due course 

of time with latest data and other materials.  
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The ongoing movement has thrown us into an 

acrimonious debate2 against those who say in 

myriad ways that the financial giants or 

monopolists are taking control of Indian 

agriculture to deliver growth and development 

of productive forces, to assist rural poor in 

getting liberated from the robbery of the rural 

capitalists and finally to bring down the prices 

of agricultural produce for benefitting the 

entire working and toiling classes. When they 

say that their aforementioned proposition is 

based on the tenets of Marxism-Leninism, what 

we realize is that there is no other way to 

defame Marxism-Leninism in more effective 

ways than this. Not only this, the Leninist 

understanding of the character of monopoly 

and monopoly capitalism has also come under 

veiled attacks from them. It is being said that the 

character of a monopoly or monopolists-led 

capitalist state is to take care of small and 

medium capital in the name of defending the 

long-term interests of the capitalist class. This 

goes in direct contravention to the role and 

character of monopoly capital according to 

which monopoly capital thrives on destruction, 

displacement and dispossession of small 

 
2 All know that the debate abruptly came to an end (it however is still going on in other forms) because of their troll-like 

behaviour that is still continuing. This however shows their desperation as the debate forced them to come in their true 

colour and real form as the 'apologists' and intellectual appendage of monopolies and corporates, something which we 

already knew from their literature since the very beginning of the debate. A time came when they went further ahead in 

abusing us in complete desperation, after which there was no way left to acknowledge them as those with whom a serious 

debate can be carried through till the end and at last we were forced to decide not to acknowledge them by way of 

responding to their trolls and leave them gasping in desperation which is in full public view on Facebook. Anyone can see 

it by visiting their Facebook walls. A kind of madness surrounds them from all sides, in every nook and corner of their 

empire, as if this is the way they think to gag their adversaries, this is what they thrive upon. We have collected and stored 

their screenshots. When some leisure is available and some more 'interesting' screenshots are collected, we'll ourselves 

display them on Facebook as monuments of their close kinship with the fascists at least in so far as their method of troll is 

concerned. 

capitals only. The reality about its character as 

we can very well discern from its own history is 

that in the new stage of capitalism, which is also 

its highest stage and whose quintessence is 

monopoly, nothing but the overall interests of 

the monopoly capital themselves become the 

long term interests of the capitalist class state as 

a whole, and to fulfil this, small capitalists are 

required to follow the dictates of the 

monopolies becomes the prime need of the 

whole capitalist class can survive in new 

conditions only through this.  

Monopoly capital strives for domination and not 

for freedom. Free competition gives way to 

monopoly and hence small capital is destined to 

get ruined as it can't survive and grow without 

free competition. The growth of capitalism 

reaches a point where for the capitalist system 

and the capitalist class to further survive small 

capitalists have to follow the dictates of the big 

monopoly capital. Competition remains but it is 

not free-for-all. There is no free-for-all 

situation. Competition remains only among or 

only for monopolies or the constituents of a 

monopoly i.e. for enterprises constituting a 
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monopoly organisation such as a cartel, a trust, 

a concern or an association.  

This is a very dangerous trend which glorifies 

something which represents and epitomises 

decay and moribundity and represents the 

most reactionary trend towards regression and 

barbarism in spite of being historically 

'progressive' due to the fact that it has led to 

extreme socialisation of production and in this 

sense brings the whole system into direct 

turmoil through intensification of all underlying 

contradictions for the means of production 

continue to be still privately owned and the 

appropriation of the fruits of socialisation 

continue to be still privately accrued as profit of 

individual capitalists. As such veiled or open 

attacks on Marxist-Leninist understanding of 

Monopoly capitalism are coming from many 

more quarters, we have decided to take this up 

for discussion in this present write up. This is 

going to be the first in this new series of articles.  

We are of this opinion that all the fundamental 

and basic contradictions inherent in capitalist 

mode of production are acutely and 

tremendously getting intensified by the 

contradictions inherent in finance capital, the 

one which is the soul and the main outcome of 

the new capitalism at its monopoly stage. Hence 

the small explosions that have been taking 

place frequently in the past are now turning 

bigger, far-fetched and leading to a situation 

where objective revolutionary situations are 

getting ripened every day, thereby making 

potential and rampant attacks on Marxism-

Leninism all the more certain in the near future. 

What we urgently feel at this point of time is to 

warn the whole movement about this new 

poisonous trend and call upon all to rise in arms 

against the deadly politics associated with this 

trend, that is, of glorifying big monopoly capital 

which in its bid to maximise the loot and 

robbery ruin all sections of society. This 

glorification is done in the name of fighting 

against 'reactionary' small capitals. This is 

horrible but true for the reactionary small 

capital can be successfully fought only by the 

proletariat by bringing them under large and 

modern production which it will carry out not 

for committing robbery as the monopoly does 

but for progressively establishing a society 

without exploitation, loot and robbery. To be on 

the side of monopoly can't be justified even it is 

done in the name of monopoly capital fighting 

against small capital. In essence, the 

revolutionary soul of Leninism needs to be 

defended, re-emphasized and re-established. 

What is central in Lenin's understanding of its 

rise and fate (the rise and fate of monopoly 

capitalism) needs to be re-discovered yet 

again. 

UNDERSTANDING MONOPOLY CAPITAL 

WITH A LITTLE MORE RIGOUR 

So, coming to it quickly, let us discuss: what is 

the real character of monopoly capital 

according to the Leninist understanding and 

explanation of monopoly capitalism? How do 

we grasp the revolutionary soul of the Leninist 

explanation and understanding of monopoly 

capitalism? 

“Imperialism emerged as a result of the 

development and in direct continuation of the 

fundamental characteristics of capitalism in 

general. But capitalism only became capitalist 

imperialism at a definite and very high stage of its 

development, when certain of its fundamental 

characteristics began to change into their 

opposites, when the features of the epoch of 

transition from capitalism to a higher social and 

economic system had taken shape and revealed 

themselves in all spheres. Economically, the 

main thing in this process is the displacement 

of capitalist free competition by capitalist 

monopoly. Free competition is the basic feature 

of old capitalism, and of commodity production 

generally; monopoly is the exact opposite of free 

competition, but we have seen the latter being 

transformed into monopoly before our eyes, 

creating large-scale industry and forcing out 

small industry, replacing large-scale by still 

larger-scale industry, and carrying 

concentration of production and capital to the 

point where out of it has grown and is growing 
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monopoly: cartels, syndicates and trusts, and 

merging with them, the capital of a dozen or so 

banks, which manipulate thousands of 

millions. At the same time, the monopolies, 

which have grown out of free competition, do not 

eliminate the latter, but exist above it and 

alongside it, and thereby give rise to a number of 

very acute, intense antagonisms, frictions and 

conflicts.” (LCW – 22, page 265, bold ours) 

The quintessence of the new stage of capitalism 

as discussed by Lenin in his famous thesis on 

imperialism is monopoly. The central theme of 

what Lenin writes about its rise is that it is not on 

account of some temporary errors or 

aberrations occurring in old capitalism or due 

to some accidental policy shifts or deviations 

appearing here or there resorted to by the 

capitalists or capitalist state that monopoly 

capitalism has emerged. Lenin, contrary to it, 

rather says that old capitalism whose main 

characteristic feature was free competition and 

commodity production, has only naturally 

grown into a new stage of its development, the 

monopoly stage of its development, on the 

basis of the huge concentration of production 

that took place on the very basis of free 

competition and commodity production 

present in the old capitalism. Hence the laws 

governing accumulation of capital i.e. the laws 

governing concentration of production and 

centralisation of capital that further intensified 

its basic contradiction between socialised 

production and private appropriation as 

depicted by Marx-Engels were at the very basis 

and roots of the rise of monopoly production. 

What does it mean? How can we grasp its 

importance? In the first place, the laws of 

accumulation of capital as explained by Marx 

were confirmed rather than refuted by the rise 

of monopolies. Monopoly capitalism rose 

exactly on the basis of what Marx wrote about 

capitalist accumulation and its laws. Lenin 

writes that “half a century ago, when Marx was 

writing Capital, free competition appeared to the 

overwhelming majority of economists to be a 

“natural law”. Official science tried by a 

conspiracy of silence, to kill the works of Marx, 

who by a theoretical and historical analysis of 

capitalism had proved that free competition 

gives rise to the concentration of production, 

which, in turn, at a certain stage of 

development leads to monopoly. Today, 

monopoly has become a fact.” (Imperialism, The 

Highest Stage Of Capitalism, Vol 22, p. 200, bold 

ours) 

This however further means that the new stage 

of capitalism i.e. the monopoly stage of 

capitalism, goes on to consolidate, expand and 

strengthen itself by every further growth in the 

concentration of production as well as 

centralisation of capital with its accompanying 

results in the form of further erosion in the old 

bases of capitalism i.e. the free competition and 

commodity production. When we read Lenin's 

thesis on imperialism, we get a vivid picture of 

how the growth in concentration of production 

gave birth to big enterprises which eventually 

led to the rise of money capital and banks in 

new incarnations (finance capital) that made the 

superiority of a handful of the largest 

enterprises even much more overwhelming. 

Lenin writes that “millions of small, medium and 

even some big “proprietors” are in fact in 

complete subjection to some hundreds of 

millionaire financiers.” (ibid). Lenin very clearly 

writes that “the tendency towards monopoly, 

arises from the huge size of the enterprises” 

(ibid) as Lenin citing the example of USA writes 

that “almost half the total production of all the 

enterprises of the country was carried on by one-

hundredth part of these enterprises”. (ibid) 

Lenin then talks of the combination of 

production i.e. the groupings in a single 

enterprise of different branches of production 

and discusses how this tendency held sway 

over the whole economy. He writes that “the rise 

of monopolies, as the result of the 

concentration of production, is a general and 

fundamental law of the present stage of 

development of capitalism.” (ibid) He also says 

that differences between capitalist countries in 

the matter of protection or free trade exist but 

they lead to insignificant variations in the form 

of monopolies. Cartels, Syndicate and 

Associations (merger and acquisition of dozens 

of enterprises into one) or many other forms of 

monopolies emerged and took shape quickly in 

the meantime. In no time these became the 

main foundations of new economic life. These 

developments had taken the form of a 

movement in the last decade of the 19th and the 

first decade of the 20th century.   
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What is the purpose of these monopolies? Lenin 

says that “Cartels come to an agreement on the 

terms of sale, … divide the markets among 

themselves, ... fix the quantity of goods to be 

produced… fix prices… divide the profits among 

the various enterprises, etc.” (ibid, p. 202) 

The purpose is clearly the subjection of all other 

enterprises, big or small, under the control and 

aegis of monopoly, of those that remain outside 

their ambit or combinations and trusts. Lenin 

writes that “at times cartels and trusts 

concentrate in their hands seven or eight-tenths 

of the total output of a given branch of industry. 

The monopoly so created assures enormous 

profit as it leads to the formation of technical 

production units of formidable magnitude.” 

(ibid, bold ours) 

With this rise and growth of monopolies is 

linked the changes in the basic law of capitalism 

and thus change in proportion and 

intensification of all the basic and fundamental 

contradictions inherent in capitalist mode of 

production, the main being the contradiction 

between growing socialisation of production 

and private appropriation that still remains in 

operation inspite of huge progress made in the 

field of socialisation. That is precisely why this 

contradiction aggravates to an unprecedented 

level with the rise and growth of monopolies 

and gets further heightened as the monopoly 

capitalism further consolidates, strengthens, 

expands and spreads its tentacles worldwide in 

every nook and corner. Lenin writes that “free 

competition becomes transformed into 

monopoly. The result is immense progress in the 

socialisation of production. In particular, the 

process of technical invention and improvement 

becomes socialised. … Production becomes 

social, but appropriation remains private. The 

social means of production remain the private 

property of a few. The general framework of 

formally recognised free competition remains, 

and the yoke of a few monopolists on the rest of 

the population becomes a hundred times 

heavier, more burdensome and intolerable.” 

(ibid, p. 205, bold ours) 

So, free competition is formal, whereas the 

yoke of monopoly is real at the new stage of 

capitalism. According to Lenin, monopoly 

capitalism is the yoke of a few monopolies on 

the rest of the monopolies, meaning thereby that 

with the rise of the monopolies, it is the few 

monopolies and not the small and medium 

capitals that rule the roost. The word 'whole 

capitalist class' in actuality means and stands for 

this yoke of these few monopolies of the 

capitalist class led by finance capital. Big size of 

such monopolies plays a big role here. The 

more the size grows, the more influence they 

command and exert in shaping new world 

order. 

What Lenin further says testifies to this: “this is 

something quite different from the old free 

competition between manufacturers, scattered 

and out of touch with one another, and producing 

for an unknown market. Concentration has 

reached the point at which it is possible to make 

an approximate estimate of all sources of raw 

materials (for example, the iron ore deposits) of 

a country and even, as we shall see, of several 

countries, or of the whole world. Not only are 

such estimates made, but these sources are 

captured by gigantic monopolist associations. 

An approximate estimate of the capacity of 

markets is also made, and the associations 

“divide” them up amongst themselves by 

agreement. Skilled labour is monopolised, the 

best engineers are engaged; the means of 

transport are captured—railways in America, 

shipping companies in Europe and America. 

Capitalism in its imperialist stage leads directly 

to the most comprehensive socialisation of 

production; it, so to speak, drags the capitalists, 

against their will and consciousness, into some 

sort of a new social order, a transitional one from 

complete free competition to complete 

socialisation.” 

But this complete socialisation is achieved on 

account of monopolisations that leads to 

throttling of others who are smaller as 

compared to those who are bigger and have 

established command over resources, capital 

and market. In this condition, it is not the 

economic well-being of all the capitalists, let 

alone the well-being of the people at large 

which matters. “People” and "other capitals' 

don't figure here. Lenin writes that “here we no 

longer have competition between small and 

large, between technically developed and 

backward enterprises. We see here the 

monopolists throttling those who do not submit 
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to them, to their yoke, to their dictation.” (ibid, 

p.206, bold ours).  So, if competition remains, it 

remains only among themselves, the 

monopolists, not among all capitals.  

So, to say that different monopolies in its 

race for maximum profits shall take care of 

small or medium capital is utterly wrong. 

This is not ensured by the capitalist state. 

The capitalists state can't do this, given the 

changed scenario in which old capitalism 

has already given way to new capitalism. To 

call such an idea Marxist-Leninist is highly 

misplaced. It is to get rid of Leninism. Those 

who are peddling this are bound to renounce 

Leninism one day or the other. Even the 

owners of big enterprises don't have much 

importance unless and until they become a 

part of some monopolist combinations and 

thus submit to the dictates of the 

monopolies. It is only the monopolists who 

constitute the capitalist class in actuality 

and this is normal given the new 

circumstances in which capitalism has to 

take up its new role and functions. It is but 

only their overall interests (those of 

monopolists) that counts. Only their 

interests epitomise the interests of the so-

called whole capital class, where as small-

medium capitals are just their fodder, and it 

is only in their capacity of being "fodder" 

that they also represent themselves as a part 

of the whole capital class. Accordingly, the 

capitalist state can mirror only such a 

situation which is the real one i.e. it first and 

foremost mirrors the interests of the 

 
3 What exactly makes the present crisis a permanent one, which is so said because of it being incomparably longer than 

even the protracted crisis of 1970s, is the objective compulsion of finance capital as well as its inherent tendency of 

securing maximum profit. It is probably the near total shift to finance capital and its robbery that has led to a merger-like 

situation of all types of regressions, contradictions, decay and moribundity inherent in monopoly capitalism or capitalist-

imperialist system. Whether they are arising from finance capital or from industrial capital; whether they're of social nature 

or political-ideological nature; whether they are for political domination or socio-economic dominations, all types of 

contradictions got entangled into one leading to what we are witnessing as not only a permanent crisis but a crisis which 

is pervasive in real sense of the term and the most specific thing in it is that there is no way to go ahead from here in 

manners other than those suggested by finance capital which bait only for quickest returns. That's why it runs amuck 

whenever it sees a growth, however small and incipient, and ruins the sector where it is discovered, by resorting to 

speculations and artificial boom in its mad pursuit for securing maximum profit. That is why we say there in no way to 

ahead from here for world capitalism except getting some breathe through war and conflicts. But this is also fraught with 

dangers as people may go for revolutions sensing that. Gone are the days, therefore, when capitalism could dream of 

even a modestly sustained recovery or upturn. It is a long way down the hill now. Only solution for humanity is that it must 

be overthrown at the earliest before it destroys most of our modern civilization by spreading fratricidal hatred, 

xenophobia, the worst form of nationalism etc and resorting to destruction through war and conflict, leading to barbarism. 

The road ahead goes in both the directions – towards overthrow of capitalism and victory of socialism and towards 

destruction, even complete destruction.  

monopolies. Had it not been the case, the 

capitalist state would not have decided to 

completely shift its weight to the side of 

finance capital in the whole world, 

particularly after the end of the cold war in 

1990s, though its symptoms had already 

surfaced in 1980s in the form of structural 

adjustment programs that was followed by a 

complete downfall of Bretton-wood 

institutions and the rise of a peculiar 

phenomenon in the form of emergence of 

euro dollar. That's why we see that the world 

capitalism could never come out of the crisis 

of 1970 in real sense. The complete policy 

shift towards liberalisation, privatisation 

and globalisation was a sign of a complete 

shift to finance capital and nothing else. In 

India too, we can see that the capitalist 

system when it entered the 21st century, has 

been riddled with the same type of crisis 

whose roots are in contradictions of finance 

capital, particularly after 2007-08.3        

The basic purpose of monopoly capital is the 

same as that of industrial capital i.e. to secure 

profit. The only difference is that given the size 

and capacity of the monopolies, it cannot secure 

profits without maximising it i.e. it cannot do 

without guaranteeing maximisation of profit. 

Monopolies can't survive without it. The hunger 

for maximum profit of monopolies doesn't arise 

from external factors or reasons. It (hunger for 

maximum profit) arises rather from its very 

huge structure that characterises the new stage 

of capitalism. Monopoly capital goes to fulfil this 

hunger at any cost as its huge structure can't 
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exist without it. Its course may however 

temporarily change or shift in a particular 

direction only in one condition i.e. when its 

death looks certain. And when such a situation 

exists for a long time to come, its means it can't 

survive and will survive on the basis of 

destruction. That's why it finally, meandering 

through different paths and means, goes for 

unleashing barbarism and regression.  

Lenin says that the bulk of the profit earned in 

new capitalism goes to those who can 

manipulate finances and can take to 'clipping of 

coupons.' Monopoly at the new stage of 

capitalism becomes a real monopoly only 

because of financial oligarchy that came to be 

established long back, more than a hundred 

years ago when Lenin wrote about it. Such 

monopolies have grown to such gigantic levels 

today that Lenin probably couldn't have 

imagined in his time. The one reason could be 

that he expected the worldwide victory of 

socialism in the intervening period of history 

which unfortunately didn't realise. Stalin too 

expected it. It can be palpably felt when he 

further developed the theory of general crisis of 

capitalism whose foundations were built 

primarily by Lenin and which is implicit in his 

description of imperialism where he says that 

days of peaceful development of capitalism are 

gone and gone for ever. That's why Lenin writes 

that “the development of capitalism has arrived 

at a stage when, although commodity production 

still “reigns” and continues to be regarded as the 

basis of economic life, it has in reality been 

undermined and the bulk of the profits go to the 

“geniuses” of financial manipulation. At the basis 

of these manipulations and swindles lies 

socialised production; but the immense progress 

of mankind, which achieved this socialisation, 

goes to benefit ...the speculators.” (ibid) And it is 

precisely this socialisation achieved by the 

further growth of monopoly that enables a 

handful of big monopoly capitalists to go for 

war, commit robbery at local as well as at 

international level that leads to continued 

conflicts in the whole world and regression in 

all spheres of life because the fruits of this 

socialisation and the resultant unprecedented 

all-round progress is still privately 

appropriated by a handful of monopoly 

capitalists. Any further development under 

capitalism has to tread along this path. Peaceful 

methods of development of capital are gone 

and gone forever, even when there are sectors 

where growth appears and small and medium 

capital can still enjoy free competition in a 

limited sense. The truth is that they have to be 

the fodder of monopoly capitalism.      

 Monopoly in the raw processing industries 

Lenin also discusses a very important thing, 

as to how monopoly can be even more 

successfully established in the raw 

processing industries. He discusses 

prolonged raising of prices, an issue raised 

by Kestner, a bourgeois economist. Lenin 

agrees to what he says and adds his own 

comment about domination and violence 

that the monopoly in such sectors is leading 

to. But the more important thing that both 

discuss is the question of prolonged raising 

of prices resulting from the formation of 

cartels in those branches of industries which 

are involved in processing of raw materials. 

Kestner says that prolonged raising of prices 

by monopolies was in the beginning 

“observed only in respect of the most 

important means of production, particularly 

coal, iron and potassium, but never in respect 

of manufactured goods” and hence “the 

increase in profits resulting from this raising 

of prices has been limited only to the 

industries which produce means of 

production." He (Kestner) then says by 

adding another important observation that 

"the industries which process raw materials 

(and not semi-manufactures) not only secure 

advantages from the cartel formation in the 

shape of high profits, to the detriment of the 

finished goods industry, but have also secured 

a dominating position over the latter, which 

did not exist under free competition.” 

 This is a very important observation and Lenin 

pays due attention to it. The observation is that 

the industries which process raw materials have 

also secured a dominating position over the latter 

i.e. the finished good industry, which didn't exist 

under free competition. Lenin then writes that 

this “Domination and the violence … such are the 

relationships that are typical of the “latest phase 

of capitalist development”; this is what inevitably 

had to result, and has resulted.” (ibid, p. 207)  
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The raw processing industries include also 

those industries which are related with the 

processing of agricultural raw materials, 

too. Lenin later in this same book shows how 

monopoly prices are set up by monopoly 

wielding Sugar Trust. Thus, Lenin complements 

Kestner's observation. He shows how gigantic 

monopoly profit is accrued by a Sugar Trust in 

the US by way of imposing monopoly prices. 

This is what exactly Lenin writes: 

"Finance capital, concentrated in a few hands and 

exercising a virtual monopoly, exacts enormous 

and ever-increasing profits from the floating of 

companies, issue of stock, state loans, etc., 

strengthens the domination of the financial 

oligarchy and levies tribute upon the whole of 

society for the benefit of monopolists. Here is an 

example, taken from a multitude of others, of the 

“business” methods of the American trusts, 

quoted by Hilferding. In 1887, Havemeyer 

founded the Sugar Trust by amalgamating fifteen 

small firms, whose total capital amounted to 

6,500,000 dollars. Suitably “watered”, as the 

Americans say, the capital of the trust was 

declared to be 50 million dollars. This “over-

capitalisation” anticipated the monopoly profits, 

in the same way as the United States Steel 

Corporation anticipates its monopoly profits in 

buying up as many iron ore fields as possible. In 

fact, the Sugar Trust set up monopoly prices, 

which secured it such profits that it could pay 10 

per cent dividend on capital “watered” 

sevenfold, or about 70 per cent on the capital 

actually invested at the time the trust was formed! 

In 1909, the capital of the Sugar Trust amounted 

to 90 million dollars. In twenty-two years, it had 

increased its capital more than tenfold." (p. 233, 

ibid) 

This example explodes the myth that the 

monopolies won't secure monopoly prices or 

tribute by selling the agricultural produce at 

monopoly prices. Lenin writes that “the 

monstrous facts concerning the monstrous rule of 

the financial oligarchy are so glaring that in all 

capitalist countries, in America, France and 

Germany, a whole literature has sprung up, 

written from the bourgeois point of view, but 

which, nevertheless, gives a fairly truthful picture 

and criticism of this oligarchy.” (ibid) 

 THE THEORY OF ULTRA-IMPERIALISM OF 

KAUTSKY 

Let us in short take up the issue of ultra-

imperialism peddled by Karl Kautsky, the 

biggest renegade at the time of the downfall of 

the second international. This issue of late has 

become the vehicle of some modern day 

renegade who while distorting Lenin's debate 

over imperialism with this same Kautsky tries to 

rob Leninism of its very revolutionary soul and 

kernel. Let us hear from Lenin himself: 

“In the matter of defining imperialism, however, 

we have to enter into controversy, primarily, with 

Karl Kautsky, … The fundamental ideas 

expressed in our definition of imperialism were 

very resolutely attacked by Kautsky in 1915, and 

even in November 1914, when he said that 

imperialism must not be regarded as a “phase” 

or stage of economy, but as a policy, a definite 

policy “preferred” by finance capital; that 

imperialism must not be “identified” with 

“present-day capitalism”; that if imperialism is to 

be understood to mean “all the phenomena of 

present-day capitalism”—cartels, protection, the 

domination of the financiers, and colonial 

policy—then the question as to whether 

imperialism is necessary to capitalism becomes 

reduced to the “flattest tautology”, because, in 

that case, “imperialism is naturally a vital 

necessity for capitalism”, and so on.” (ibid, 

p.268)   

Kautsky believed that imperialism was merely 

the product of highly developed Industrial 

capital. So far as finance capital is concerned, 

he took it just as a preferred policy of the 

capitalist state. Though he accepted that 

imperialism means annexation but didn't accept 

that “imperialism is, in general, a striving 

towards violence and reaction.” (p.268, ibid) 

Lenin further writes that “it is not an accident that 

in France it was precisely the extraordinarily 

rapid development of finance capital, and the 

weakening of industrial capital, that from the 

eighties onwards, gave rise to the extreme 

intensification of annexationist (colonial) policy. 

The characteristic feature of imperialism is 

precisely that it strives to annex not only agrarian 

territories, but even most highly industrialised 

regions (German appetite for Belgium; French 

appetite for Lorraine)” (ibid, p.269)  

What Lenin says further must be noted. He says 

that “an essential feature of imperialism is the 

rivalry between several great powers in the 

striving for hegemony, i.e., for the conquest of 

territory, not so much directly for themselves as 

to weaken the adversary and undermine his 

hegemony.” (ibid) This is very important. The 
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striving for hegemony of monopoly capitalism 

is not inclusivist but exclusivist. 

Lenin endorses this view (with certain 

reservation as we shall see later) of social-

liberal Hobson: “The new imperialism differs 

from the older, first, in substituting for the 

ambition of a single growing empire the theory 

and the practice of competing empires, each 

motivated by similar lusts of political 

aggrandisement and commercial gain; secondly, 

in the dominance of financial or investing over 

mercantile interests.” (ibid) 

Naturally, Kautsky denies the essence of the 

above statement - the fierce competition 

between several imperialism i.e. monopolies, 

and predominance of financiers over 

merchants. 

But let us concentrate here, where Lenin tears 

apart this theory that monopoly or monopoly-

led state takes care of non-monopolist sections 

of bourgeoisie. 

Lenin writes that “the argument about words 

which Kautsky raises as to whether the latest 

stage of capitalism should be called imperialism 

or the stage of finance capital is not worth serious 

attention. Call it what you will, it makes no 

difference. The essence of the matter is that 

Kautsky detaches the politics of imperialism 

from its economics, speaks of annexations as 

being a policy “preferred” by finance capital, 

and opposes to it another bourgeois policy 

which, he alleges, is possible on this very same 

basis of finance capital. It follows, then, that 

monopolies in the economy are compatible 

with non-monopolistic, non-violent, non-

annexationist methods in politics ... The result 

is a slurring-over and a blunting of the most 

profound contradictions of the latest stage of 

capitalism, instead of an exposure of their depth; 

the result is bourgeois reformism instead of 

Marxism.” (ibid, p269, bold ours)  

This is what some apologists of corporates at the 

time of farmers movement in India are saying. 

They theoretically say that monopoly and 

monopoly-led capitalist state takes care of small 

and medium capitals i.e. non-monopolist 

sections of the bourgeoisie. They have been 

constantly repeating and using their capability 

to distort Leninism and have been opposing this 

movement from the point of view of 

'progressiveness' of corporates as claimed by 

them. As for us, it is in essence the same thing 

as what Lenin says about Kautsky, as it is written 

and quoted above. Every word of Lenin is 

equally true for the present-day apologists of 

monopoly capital and Imperialism. 

But let us move ahead and see for ourselves 

other aspects of Kautsky's renegade concept 

according to which it is not the rivalry and 

competition but peace and unity among the 

monopolies and imperialists that they will adopt 

so as to jointly and peacefully carry on their 

exploitation in the whole world. This idea 

presupposes a single world trust which Kautsky 

believed will be formed in future and this was 

what he bases his advocacy of conciliation with 

imperialism upon. He called it 'ultra 

imperialism.' Lenin severely criticises the 

thesis of actual possibility of a single world 

trust in which the whole capital of the world will 

get concentrated or centralised. 

This was what Kautsky wrote: “From the purely 

economic point of view, it is not impossible that 

capitalism will yet go through a new phase, that 

of the extension of the policy of the cartels to 

foreign policy, the phase of ultra-imperialism... 

the joint exploitation of the world by 

internationally united finance capita” (ibid) 

Lenin says it is a thesis of “a super imperialism, 

of a union of the imperialisms of the whole world 

and not struggles among them, a phase when 

wars shall cease under capitalism.” 

Though Lenin has written against Kautsky, it 

equally applies to all who say that under 

monopoly capitalism which is now more than a 

hundred years old, the capitalist state can bring 

unity of interests between monopoly capitalists 

and small or medium capitalists. The only 

difference between modern day Kautsky and 

the old one is that real and old Kautsky 

advocated unity of imperialisms or of 

monopolies who were rivalling each other 

while our own 'apologists' of corporates, 

modern day dwarfed Kautskys advocate unity 

of monopolies with non-monopolist 

bourgeoisie which was also advocated by 

Kautsky as we have dealt with just a few pages 

earlier. 

A year later, Lenin gives a more befitting reply 

to Kautsky. He writes: 
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“There is no doubt that the trend of development 

is towards a single world trust absorbing all 

enterprises without exception and all states 

without exception. But this development 

proceeds in such circumstances, at such a pace, 

through such contradictions, conflicts and 

upheavals—not only economic but political, 

national, etc.— that inevitably imperialism will 

burst and capitalism will be transformed into its 

opposite long before one world trust 

materialises, before the “ultra-imperialist”, 

world-wide amalgamation of national finance 

capitals takes place.” (From the famous Lenin's 

introduction to an important book written by 

Bukharin on Imperialism)  

 ON WHETHER IMPERIALISM IS 

'PROGRESSIVE' 

This is also a very interesting topi from the point 

of view of Leninist understanding of monopoly 

capitalism. Who according to Lenin is an 

apologist of imperialism or monopoly 

capitalism? According to Lenin, an apologist of 

imperialism is one who believes that “the rule of 

finance capital lessens the unevenness and 

contradictions inherent in the world economy, 

whereas in reality it increases them.” (ibid, p. 

280) 

Lenin says that Kautsky’s views were those of 

apologists of imperialism because he believed 

that monopoly capitalism can bring unity 

among all capitals and also among monopolies 

of finance capitals and thus creates an illusion 

that monopoly capital can bring contradictions 

and unevenness to an end that are inherent in 

world capitalism led by finance capital. 

Let us see how an apologist of imperialism of 

Lenin's time (a German apologists Cunow) 

viewed imperialism and then compare it with 

those of our time. One will find a peculiar 

similarity. Lenin writes about Cunow:      

"Cunow, who clumsily and cynically argues that 

imperialism is present-day capitalism; the 

development of capitalism is inevitable and 

progressive; therefore, imperialism is 

progressive; therefore, we should grovel before 

it and glorify it!” (ibid) 

Those who know and understand our debate 

with Indian variant of apologists of Imperialism 

(we needn't take their name, they are already 

famous by this name) will understand there 

exists a great similarity between these two. The 

same spirit that once belonged to German 

Cunow has re-appeared in the present-day 

'apologists' of imperialism and corporates! 

Lenin rightly accused Kautsky of pursuing a 

policy of bourgeois reforms by having devised 

a useless theory of conciliation with imperialism 

which talks about just a “fight” against the policy 

of the trusts and banks that does not affect the 

economic basis of the trusts and banks. Lenin 

then accuses Kautsky of a general tendency of 

evasion of existing contradictions, forgetting the 

most important of them, instead of revealing their 

full depth. Lenin also accuses Kautsky's theory 

of being only capable in serving the purpose of 

advocating unity with the Cunows!  

How truly it applies to the apologists of 

imperialism of our own time! Strange!!   

 ON RAPID GROWTH UNDER FINANCE 

CAPITAL 

Describing parasitism and decay Lenin writes 

that: 

"As we have seen, the deepest economic 

foundation of imperialism is monopoly. This is 

capitalist monopoly, i.e. monopoly which has 

grown out of capitalism and which exists in the 

general environment of capitalism, commodity 

production and competition, in permanent and 

insoluble contradiction to this general 

environment. … like all monopoly, it inevitably 

engenders a tendency to stagnation and decay. 

Since monopoly prices are established, even 

temporarily, the motive cause of technical and, 

consequently, of all other progress disappears to 

a certain extent and, further, the economic 

possibility arises of deliberately retarding 

technical progress." 

So, we can recapitulate these points for better 

understanding. Firstly, the monopoly is in 

permanent and insoluble contradiction to the 

general environment of old capitalism. 

Secondly, monopoly prices can be set up or 

established even temporarily. Thirdly, due to 

monopoly the motive for progress disappears 

to a certain extent. And lastly, economic 

possibility arises out of deliberately retarding 

technical progress. Hence, why is it so that 

growth still takes place? Because, 

competition among different monopolies is still 

present and hence some technical progress will 

be necessary to grab market. This is one thing 

which is based on the existence of competition 

which will however progressively get limited as 
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the monopolies further consolidate world over. 

Even after more than one hundred years, the 

competition still continues and so far as we talk 

of decay or growth on this basis, the chances of 

growth will always continue as there would 

come no time where competition will ever end 

as the possibility of reducing the cost of 

production and increasing profits by introducing 

technical improvements operates in the direction 

of change. But even then, Lenin says that the 

tendency to stagnation and decay, which is 

characteristic of monopoly, continues to operate, 

and in some branches of industry, in some 

countries, for certain periods of time, it gains the 

upper hand. Naturally, with more and more 

consolidation, even this possibility of economic 

and technical development will progressively 

diminish and in many areas, we can witness this, 

though the general rule is that there would 

come no such time when the competition 

among monopolies will completely end and 

growth and progress will stop altogether. 

Otherwise, it will amount to believing that a 

single world trust has been formed or will be 

formed.   

But there are other aspects, too. If capital 

penetrates every possible sector (as it had done 

now-a-days) and leads to over accumulation of 

capital in department I i.e. the department 

belonging to production of means of production 

and also leads to overproduction of 

commodities, and add to it, the complete shift to 

finance capital in all spheres of economy so that 

financialisation of production on the whole 

predominates all other aspects and becomes 

the main trend of accruing profit (as it strives for 

not only maximum profit but also for quickest 

returns), then it will in its own turn affect the first 

scenario also, where we otherwise find that 

given the impossibility of a complete end of 

rivalries and competitions among the 

monopolies, there will always be a possibility of 

growth. 

Taking both the situations and analysing in 

totality, we can however infer that decay and 

parasitism will grow leading to a situation of 

permanence of crisis (but never to the 

formation of single trust) with intermittent short-

lived recoveries marked by a very low rate of 

growth and continuous relapsing of the 

economy into crisis. It is like a path down the hill 

although with certain short-lived upturns here 

and there. This is what is in line with the Leninist 

theory of the general crisis of capitalism 

according to which peaceful development of 

capitalism is impossible and which represents 

the arena of decisive battles for the overthrow 

of capitalism and victory of socialism. Given the 

high growth and consolidation of monopolies 

occurring since the times of Lenin, with the 

continuously growing concentration and 

centralisation since the time of birth of finance 

capital and with the complete shift of the 

economy to finance capital, it is now no single 

sector remaining free or out of touch of finance 

capital where a sustained free growth can be 

expected to take place. Even if one is found, the 

finance capital will destroy it in no time in its 

wake for quickest and maximum returns. The 

lack of opportunity investment has already got 

the finance capital mad which is running amuck. 

The rise and role of rentier states is very 

instructive in this regard. Lenin terms it the state 

of parasitic and decaying capitalism. What does 

it mean? It means that the capitalist state also 

gets changed insofar as their characters are 

concerned. It no longer remains in the main 

state of small and medium capital. For example, 

to say that the present fascist state as 

represented by Modi on the top mediates 

between small capital and monopoly capital in 

the name of so-called abstract interests of the 

whole capitalist class and brings peace or takes 

care for all is simply nonsense and amounts to 

shameless betrayal of Leninism.  

It would be wiser to remember these words of 

Lenin: 

"Bourgeois scholars and publicists usually come 

out in defence of imperialism in a somewhat 

veiled form; they obscure its complete 

domination and its deep-going roots, strive to 

push specific and secondary details into the 

forefront and do their very best to distract 

attention from essentials by means of absolutely 

ridiculous schemes for “reform”.” (ibid, p.294) 

In the end, while winding up this part of 

discussion, we can say that the competition 

hitherto associated with old capitalism gives 

way to new higher levels of competitions that 

marks the new stage of capitalism i.e. monopoly 

capitalism which has been on its growing spree 

since its birth without any break; and hence 
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even competition associated with early phase of 

the new capitalism or financial monopoly when 

Lenin was alive has in the meantime become the 

fiercest competitions among the ever growing 

monopolies whose arena of competition is now 

the whole world. Partition and division of 

industries among monopolists in one's own 

country has taken the place of attempts of re-

dividing and re-partitioning the whole world 

that has already resulted in two World Wars in 

the last century. The fight for supremacy among 

monopolies that hitherto went on within a 

country to grab as much share of profit of other 

capitalists as possible has taken the place of 

securing it on world scale. The basic character 

remains the same but the scale of operation and 

size or growth has become still more terrifying 

and overwhelming. Colonial possessions or no 

colonial possessions, monopolies have 

penetrated every nook and corner of the world. 

In Lenin's time it was said to have given rise to 

colonial capitalism, but now when in all the third 

world countries excepting a few the monopoly 

of finance capital has grown and taken control 

of the state and society as a whole, then it is the 

quintessence of new capitalism i.e. the 

monopoly that matters the most and not its 

colonial form. 

Where, how and in what sense is this whole set 

of situations (as emerging from the rise and 

further growth of monopoly capitalism since its 

birth) advantageous to the proletariat who is 

preparing and readying itself for the overthrow 

of the yoke of capitalism? If we consider things 

and development of things with this angle, what 

we see as emerging before our eyes is this: the 

more monopolies consolidate, expand, and 

grow in size, the more the old bases of 

capitalism and the old catchwords connected 

and concerned with democracy are turned 

redundant and superfluous bereft of any 

substance worth their name they once carried; 

It's journey of more than a hundred years after 

Lenin first wrote about it in his famous thesis 

shows it fully well that that it has enormously 

grown in size (it is better to say over grown so 

far as the diminishing number of the biggest 

monopolies shows), dimension and also in 

effect. With this, its reactionary role has further 

and manyfold increased manifold times, though 

its historical significance as a stage 

characterised as the eve of socialism has also 

increased. Such a significance of the whole 

process lies in this fact that monopoly can't be 

reversed and to think of its reversal and fighting 

for getting to the age of free competition is 

wholly reactionary. Even to dream that its 

growing upward trend can be stopped without 

doing away with its very basis i.e. capitalism, is 

a petty bourgeois reactionary idealism. So, to 

get rid of monopolies in the way Leninism 

teaches us means nothing else than robbing the 

means of production of its character of capital 

i.e. overthrowing capitalism, to bring to an end 

the private appropriation of the fruits of 

socialised production that has only become 

completely socialised with the ever-growing 

strength and scope of monopolies. 

So, what the monopoly capitalism can be 

transformed into now is only socialism. It means 

that the only progressive option left for 

humanity is to choose socialism in place of 

barbarism that monopoly capitalism is 

unleashing and is bound to unleash on an ever-

increasing scale. There is no other alternative 

as all other so-called alternatives will finally 

lead to monopolies eating them up only, in the 

end. 

From where is the historical logic and 

justification of the ultimate victory of socialism 

derived? It is derived, as is done by Lenin 

himself, from the fact that further consolidation 

and growth of monopolies will inevitably lead 

to material preparation, to the material pre-

requisites for the victory of socialism which 

however doesn't mean that socialism can be 

victorious only when every single sector or 

thing is completely monopolised; which means 

that its’ their tendency to move towards a single 

world trust will lead to intensification of all-

round crises inherent in the system of capitalist 

production as a whole, increasing them more 

than hundred times as compared to before; It 

will lead to explosion in the very shell of 

capitalism and socialism can thus come out 

triumphantly out of it; The more is the speed and 

rapidity with which the monopoly consolidates, 

expands, grows and tries to move as a tendency 

with time towards a single world trust, the more 

ferocious the competition among the 

monopolies becomes; And more importantly, 

with such a scenario coming nearer, we are face 
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to face with the very possibility of explosion in 

the shell of capitalism about which Lenin so 

precisely writes; With this, we are historically 

more than ever before nearer to socialism 

whose triumph however depends on the 

determined actions of the proletariat to utilize 

such an opportunity if it comes in its way. 

But for that the proletariat first of all must have 

had a theoretical grip on the rigours of Lenin's 

understanding of monopoly capitalism that will 

help it see how the development in monopoly 

capitalism taking place even more fiercely than 

ever before is bound to bring such a situation 

before it and thus seeing this the proletariat 

must equip itself well in advance for the 

realisation of its final aim i.e. the overthrow of 

capitalism Lenin writes about this in the 

following manner: 

“There is no doubt that the trend of development 

is towards a single world trust absorbing all 

enterprises without exception and all states 

without exception. But this development 

proceeds in such circumstances, at such a pace, 

through such contradictions, conflicts and 

upheavals—not only economic but political, 

national, etc.— that inevitably imperialism will 

burst and capitalism will be transformed into its 

opposite long before one world trust 

materialises, before the “ultra-imperialist”, 

world-wide amalgamation of national finance 

capitals takes place.” 

Thus, with this is linked the Leninist concept of 

party building. With this is connected and 

combined the task of building of the party of the 

proletariat based on the Leninist concept of 

party, a party which Lenin envisaged as the 

General Headquarter of all the 'armies' of the 

proletariat vested with the sole and primary 

task of preparing for the overthrow of the 

bourgeoisie and getting itself in the driver 

cabin replacing the bourgeoisie and their 

lackeys so that it could build another society. 

When we read Marx and Lenin on the laws of 

development and movement of capital, such an 

image of the historical process justifying why at 

all socialism is the ultimate fate and goal of 

mankind emerges without fail. If one doesn't 

feel such an image coming in their mind, he 

must doubt his understanding of Marxism-

Leninism. Because, to rob Marxism-Leninism of 

this image is to rob it of its very revolutionary 

soul and kernel. This “robbing” is what a few 

so-called revolutionaries-cum-apologists of 

corporates and monopolies are attempting to 

do. 

NOW BACK TO FARMERS MOVEMENT… 

The ongoing farmers movement presently 

going on in India shows the above discussed 

contradiction of the monopoly stage of 

capitalism in full scale and in full public view. 

The monopolies in the wake for maximum profit 

by establishing monopoly over the trade of 

agricultural produce as well as over the 

production are madly trying to take over 

agriculture. They are ready with all their might 

to plunder the rural areas. Modi government is 

helping them openly by bringing new farm laws 

which we have discussed in our pages (of The 

Truth) in all details many a time. But the farmers 

and peasants have also decided not to show 

their back. It has enraged the whole lot of 

peasants from poor to a section of rich who feel 

threatened by the monopolisation of agriculture 

and take over of their land and property with a 

skewed planning and using a cunning manner. 

Particularly the poor and the lower middle 

sections of the peasants are going to be hit very 

hard as they are already on the verge of getting 

dispossessed and displaced. In this regard one 

of the important tasks, that here comes up is to 

organise poor peasants independently of the 

other sections as without doing this the working 

class cannot establish its’ class domination in 

this movement without which this movement 

can finally succeed. It doesn’t however mean 

split in the movement at this crucial juncture as 

it will go to benefit the biggest plunderer, the 

monopolies. It is also certain that given the 

historical trend of monopolies the attack is 

bound to extend to a section of rich peasants 

too, who are not in a position to be partner of 

monopolies. On the other hand, not only the 

working class but all other intermediary classes 

are equally feeling threatened by the 

unprecedented loot of corporates, what they 

have come across in just a few months of the 

Corona pandemic. There is despair and 

disappointments that is palpable everywhere. 

Farmers movement has however crystallised 

the ire and anger of all these sections, however 

its galvanisation into a formidable challenge to 

capitalist system is far from having been 
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realised, and it will remain so until working 

class and poor peasantry come together as a 

basic class partners whose aim is to overthrow 

the capitalist system and not just agitate for this 

or that partial demand. In the wake of it attempts 

at carrying out the tasks for the proletarian 

revolution, working class must not desist from 

positively utilising the new forces (for example 

the rich sections of the peasantry who now feel 

threatened in the face of attack coming from 

monopolies). It is also true that if this movement 

intensifies and working-class forces also 

intensify their efforts to effectively intervene, 

then intended success will not be very far off. 

All those who are being adversely treated and 

are being exploited by the current dispensation 

of things in power which is completely tilted in 

favour of monopolies may be mobilised, while 

the those who are the foot soldiers of the fascists 

and monopolies, who are now much 

demoralised, can be successfully neutralized. If 

they can be utilised, even temporarily, it is not 

bad.  

Thus, on the whole, in the present situation, the 

farmers movement in which the underlying 

contradictions of finance capital have so 

glaringly surfaced, undoubtedly gives a feeling 

that it is destined to play a big role and thus 

provides an excellent chance for the working 

class forces to capitalise on the unfolding 

situation which is simmering with public anger. 

However, the whole thing depends on how 

successfully we fight our own complacency and 

inertia and get ourselves ready to take the final 

call.    

RED SALUTE TO DEPARTED 

WORKING-CLASS LEADER 

OF THE MARUTI STRUGGLE, 

JIYALAL 
On the historic day of 10th anniversary of 

commencement of the historic Maruti 

Suzuki Workers Struggle on 4th June 2011, 

an appalling news also awaited us which 

was the passing away of one of the 

leading warriors of this struggle, 

comrade Jiyalal. 

Out of the 148 workers initially arrested, 

lodged in jails and tortured following the 

18th July 2012 incident on dubious 

grounds, Jiyalal and the 12 union 

members were sentenced for life 

imprisonment in 2017. 

While one of these workers, Pawan 

Dahiya, died on 21st Feb 2021 due to a 

fatal electric shock, Jiyalal, who was 

battling against a painful fourth stage 

cancer, breathed his last on 4th June 

2021, 11 pm. As per his comrades, he had 

developed cancer while in prison which 

worsened because of lack of proper 

treatment caused deliberately by 

officials. 

Read more about him in Hindi by one of 

his fellow comrade-in-arms, Ramniwas, 

by clicking here. 

 

https://mehnatkash.in/2021/06/05/battling-life-imprisonment-and-cancer-another-maruti-laborer-partner-jialal-is-no-more/
https://mehnatkash.in/2021/06/05/battling-life-imprisonment-and-cancer-another-maruti-laborer-partner-jialal-is-no-more/
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Whenever there is crisis of any type in a 

capitalist economy the burden of the same is 

transferred fully, and some more, to working 

people while interests of the biggest capitalists 

are not only protected but, in fact, frequently 

their profits and capital increases as the 

governments, being their management 

committee, utilises every calamity as an 

opporunity to benefit them. Same is happening 

in Covid pandemic as the wealth of biggest 

capitalsits has increased by leaps and bounds 

while the poor working people have been 

going through immense misery by this plunder 

in addition to the covid itself.   

Per the Busness Standard report based on 

Capitaline data, the profitability of 1054 

corporates has made a big jump in fiancial year 

2020-21 exactly when, in addition to lakhs of 

people losing lives milions upon millions of 

working class and lower middle class people 

lost their jobs and livelihoods together with all 

all they owned and fell into jaws of hunger, 

homelessness, disease and indebtedness.  

This report is based on financial results for 

Financial Year 2020-21 declared by 1054 

companies. Total net profit of these companies 

as share of GDP was 4.3% in 2010-11 and 

declined constantly then onwards and reached 

1.6% in FY 2019-20. However in FY 2020-21 

when the whole economy was in serious 

doldrums this has suddenly made an upward 

jump 2.63%. The major factors in this big jump 

in profitability is reduced expenditure on 

wages. Wage expenditure has reduced 

because wage rates as well number of workers 

have declined in many companies and working 

hours have been increased (please remember 

the attempt on lengthening the legal working 

day to 12 hours during pandemic). Besides, as a 

huge proportiuon of productive capacity has 

gone out of the market through bankruptcy, 

lack of liquidity or lockdown especially in 

small-medium industry, the larger capitalists 

have been able to gain market share and clear 

their unsold stocks. Thus the destruction of 

productive forces has enabled large 

ccorporates to shrug off the effects of long spell 

of over production in economy. Moreover, 

reduced interest rates and tax concessions to 

corporates have also resulted in less share of 

industrial profit required to be shared with with 

the government and middle class savers with 

small capitals loaned for deployment by 

industrial capitalists via the banks. Effectively 

the capitalists have gained on the cost of 

impoverishment of workers and middle class. 

This jump in profitability is the main reason, 

besides high liquidity and financialisation, why 

stock markets are constantly going up and the 

FDI into India has increased y 27% in 2020 

compared to 2019 as the domestic as well as 

foreign capitalsits eye the opportunity to make 

large windfall profits. On the other hand, 

working people and middle class have suffered 

immensely during this pandemic. We are just 

reproducing below some prominent reports 

that have come out in the bourgeois media 

recently to evidence this, without adding any 

analysis from our side. 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/corporate-profit-to-gdp-ratio-hits-10-year-high-of-2-63-in-fy21-121053100041_1.html
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1. Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy 

(CMIE) has reported that 97% of the 

population has suffered from reduction of 

income. Salaried jobs in India have fallen by 

11-12 million from around 85 million in pre-

COVID-19 levels to around 73-74 million 

today, said Mahesh Vyas, chief executive 

officer, Centre for Monitoring Indian 

Economy (CMIE). Quoting a recent CMIE 

study, Vyas said, "India had 403.5 million 

jobs before being hit by the COVID-19 

pandemic. In April 2020, about 126 million 

jobs were lost of which about 90 million 

were those of daily wagers. The figure 

recovered and reached 400 million jobs in 

January 2021 or December 2020. However, 

after the second wave, India has 390 million 

jobs." Vyas pointed out that not everyone 

has got their job back and those who have 

got their jobs back have not necessarily got 

the same quality job. Salaried jobs are still 

falling. The situation is worse off, he added. 

Over 97 percent of India's population has 

become poorer compared to where they 

were in terms of income (a year ago), 

claimed Vyas while accounting for inflation. 

"When we ask people in our survey, how's 

their income today compared to a year ago, 

only 3 per cent tell us today that their income 

is better than a year ago; about 55 percent 

tell us categorically that it is worse than a 

year ago, and the remaining tell us that it is 

no better, no worse. I think that is a big 

damaging factor. And it raises the question, 

how are we going to recover from this 

situation?" questioned Vyas. Unemployment 

levels have moved into double digits, at 

14.73 percent for the week ending May 23, 

according to CMIE, with over 17 percent 

unemployment in urban India and nearly 14 

percent in rural India. CMIE said India's 

unemployment rate rose 8 percent in April 

2021, against 6.5 percent in March 2021. 

2. India’s unemployment rate rose sharply in 

2020 to reach the highest it has been since 

1991, according to the International Labour 

Organization’s (ILO) ILOSTAT database. The 

Figure above tracks India’s unemployment 

rate (percentage of total labour force) 

between 1991 and 2020. It tracks the data for 

nine countries other than India. These are 

Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka (from 

India’s neighbourhood), Brazil, China, and 

Russia (from BRICS), United Kingdom, 

United States of America, and Germany 

(from OECD). India’s unemployment rate 

rose between 2008 (5.36 percent) and 2010 

(5.65 percent) and then fell between 2013 

(5.67 percent) and 2019 (5.27 percent). It 

then rose sharply to 7.11 percent in the 

pandemic year. This is the highest it has 

been since 1991. India has had the highest 

unemployment rate in its immediate 

neighbourhood while among BRICS nations, 

Brazil’s unemployment rate has risen 

sharply between 2014 (6.66 percent) and 

2020 (13.67 percent).  

3. Due to the employment and income losses, 

the labour share of the GDP fell by 5 

percentage points, from 32.5% in the 

second quarter of 2019-20 to 27% in the 

second quarter of 2020-21. “Of the decline 

in income, 90% was due to reduction in 

earnings, while 10% was due to loss of 

employment. This means that even though 

most workers were able to go back to work, 

they had to settle for lower earnings,” 

observed the report. Monthly earnings of 

workers fell on an average by 17% during 

the pandemic, with self-employed and 

informal salaried workers facing the highest 

loss of earnings. 

4. According to a rapid survey of migrant 

workers in Ahmedabad, 74 per cent of them 

reported limited food, while their average 

weekly earnings have fallen by 30 per cent. 

The migrant workers are unable to find work 

as due to rural distress, 70 per cent of them 

opted to stay back in the city during the 

lockdown. The most affected are stitching 

units and construction sector, where weekly 

wages fell by 47 and 51 per cent, 

respectively, revealed the survey by the 

Ahmedabad Centre of Aajeevika Bureau — 

a public service initiative working with 

migrant communities across Rajasthan, 

Gujarat and Maharashtra. Sixty per cent of 

migrant households reported that they had 

immediate cash and dry ration stock to 

survive for less than 15 days, as per the rapid 

telephonic study held in May 2021, where 

nearly 200 migrant workers in Ahmedabad 

https://www.cnbctv18.com/economy/salaried-jobs-fell-by-11-12-million-97-indians-got-poorer-cmie-9478121.htm
https://ceda.ashoka.edu.in/picture-this-indias-unemployment-rate-in-2020-highest-since-1991/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/coronavirus-average-monthly-income-for-workers-fell-by-17/article34491703.ece
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/ahmedabad/74-pc-migrant-workers-have-limited-food-weekly-earnings-drop-by-30-pc-7337205/
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were surveyed. Around 54 per cent 

reported reduced wages, while another 32 

per cent reported non-payment of wages.  

5. According to the State of Working India 

report 2021 of Azim Premji University, 

nearly half of India's formal salaried workers 

moved into informal work between late 2019 

and late 2020 and the poorest 20 per cent of 

households lost their entire incomes in April 

and May 2020. The report points out that 

households “coped by cutting back on food 

intake, selling assets, and borrowing 

informally from friends, relatives, and 

money-lenders.” Even more worryingly, 20 

per cent reported that food intake had not 

improved even six months after the (2020) 

lockdown. Over two-thirds of the 

respondents reported that in October 2020, 

the quantity of food they were able to 

consume was less than what it was before 

February 2020, before the onset of the 

pandemic, according to The Hunger Watch 

survey which tried to gauge the hunger and 

precarious livelihood situation of nearly 

4,000 marginalised households in 11 states 

in October 2020. The respondents came 

from cities and villages in equal number. 

According to this survey brought out by the 

Right to Food Campaign and the Delhi-

based Centre for Equity Studies, not only did 

people forego food items such as eggs and 

meat, there was also a reduction in the 

quantity of staples consumed. People spoke 

about skipping some meals, going to bed 

hungry and buying food on credit. 

6. When the April 2021 retail inflation came 

down to a modest 4.29%, an attempt might 

have been made to communicate a false 

sense of relief. The real picture, though, 

is very different as is evident from the 

across-the-board rise in prices of goods – 

especially grocery items and FMCG goods. 

An analysis by The New Indian Express 

shows that it is not just petrol and diesel 

prices that are scalding common 

people. Prices of edible oil, tea, and 

pulses have seen a double-digit growth in 

the last one year with edible oil prices rising 

by 50-55%. Palm oil, a key ingredient for 

home and personal care items including 

soaps, for instance, has grown dearer by up 

to 50%. Even prices of metals like steel and 

copper have increased by 80% over the last 

one year, while the prices of zinc, aluminium 

and nickel have surged over 50% in the 

same period. All of this indirectly impacts 

the common man grappling with the blows 

that a once-in-a-century pandemic has 

delivered. Already costly petrol and diesel 

prices, meanwhile, have risen by 30-

40%. Analysis shows that the government 

collected an additional Rs 1.8 lakh crore in 

2020-21 through the hike in excise duty on 

petrol and diesel.  

7. On top of above price hikes already 

troubling common people, they are likely to 

shell out more money for their daily-use 

products as packaged consumer goods 

companies are considering another hike in 

products such as detergents, soaps, creams, 

edible oil and tea to offset inflationary 

pressure. Several firms such as Hindustan 

Unilever, Dabur, Bajaj Consumer Care and 

Marico have raised prices in select core 

brands, but analysts and 

industry executives say they may further 

price hikes. “Our price hike is adjusted in 

line with the hike in loose oil prices. If 

commodity prices continue to rise, we will 

have no option but to adjust the price as per 

https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/why-doesnt-hunger-make-headlines-during-a-pandemic-990969.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/business/2021/may/29/rising-prices-are-singeing-covid-battered-indiamadame-finance-minister-2309150.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/business/2021/may/27/fmcg-companies-may-hike-prices-again-to-offset-inflationary-pressures-2308128.html
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the market condition," said Ajay Motwani, 

marketing head, Adani Wilmar, the maker of 

Fortune brand of edible oils. Dabur has seen 

significant inflation. "There was overall five 

per cent inflation across materials. The 

company took a three per cent price hike 

and there will be a second round of hike to 

cover the remaining inflation impact," said 

Abneesh Roy, executive vice-president, 

Edelweiss Financial Services. Hair care 

brand Bajaj consumer care has also taken a 

price hike of 2.5 per cent which, Roy said, 

will partially cover the inflation, putting a 

pressure on operating margins. The 

commodities which are particularly 

exacerbating domestic inflation include 

palm oil, a key ingredient for home and 

personal care items including soaps. Its 

price has seen about 50 per cent inflation. 

Then, brent crude prices crossed $65 per 

barrel in May 2021, more than double the 

year-ago level. Similarly, tea prices have 

risen 70-80 per cent in the last few months. 

For companies that sell snacks at Rs 5 or Rs 

10 price points, absorbing the costs is the 

only route available and so these producers 

are now bearing a higher burden of rising 

input costs than consumers. However, these 

costs can get increasingly passed on as 

demand revives. “We are ensuring our best 

to absorb as much input costs as possible 

and pass minimal to our customers,” 

Mayank Shah, senior category head, Parle 

Products told this publication. He added that 

the company is not looking at a price hike 

immediately as it may have a negative 

impact on demand given the volatile 

situation of the economy where consumers 

are putting off discretionary spending. HUL 

has increased the prices of Lifebuoy and Lux 

by 6-7 per cent, while Marico raised the 

price of Saffola by as much as 50 per cent in 

the last two quarters. Britannia, too, 

indicated a hike in prices. 

8. Manappuram Finance Ltd reported a 5.6% 

sequential contraction in its gold loan 

portfolio for the March quarter, sharper than 

what analysts had estimated because the 

company ended up auctioning a whopping 

Rs404 crore worth of gold to recover money. 

But a larger question is whether the surge in 

auctions over and above a jump in gold 

loans during a pandemic is a sign of 

deepening distress among Indians. Lenders 

end up auctioning every quarter but the 

surge in the amount is a cause for concern. 

While Manappuram auctioned Rs404 crore 

during March quarter, it had auctioned only 

Rs8 crore worth of gold in the first nine 

months of FY21. 

9. A ‘snap survey’ conducted by the KISLAY 

Social Research Collective between May 

19th and May 25th among workers and small 

farmers in two hill districts of Uttarakhand, 

the city of Dehradun and the districts of the 

Nilgiris and Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu has 

found that the economic impact of the 

second pandemic wave has been extremely 

severe. The survey also found that 

satisfaction with both State and Central 

government responses to the pandemic is 

generally low, and that access to vaccines 

and tests, as well as general health care, 

remains a serious problem for most people.  

Share of people reporting that they had reduced food items in each area 

ITEM OF FOOD Dehradun Hills of Uttarakhand Tamil Nadu 

Reduced eating fruits 26.00% 33.87% 99.19% 

Stopped eating fruits 53.00% 51.61%  

Reduced the amount of oil used 31.00% 51.99% 97.56% 

Reduced eating vegetables 37.00% 1.99% 97.56% 

Reduced the amount of dal being eaten 39.00% 15.88% 98.37% 

Reduced the amount of milk being consumed 38.00% 0.50% 98.37% 

Reduced some other food item 18.00% 54.47% 95.12% 

Stopped some other food item 4.00% 20.22%  

https://www.livemint.com/market/mark-to-market/manappuram-finance-s-gold-loan-auctions-surge-is-a-sign-of-distress-in-economy-11622093000403.html
https://srcindia.wordpress.com/2021/05/30/survey-finds-severe-impact-of-second-wave-on-nutrition-and-employment/
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In India, under the stewardship of Modi, we are 

witness to a capitalist state which is openly pro-

corporate. India is now a land where the PM 

himself drumbeats his such companionships by 

openly advertising corporate's product (for 

example, Jio). Not only that, the PM celebrates 

all these openly in public meetings and even 

from Red Fort where he rises to address the 

nation on Independence Day. Many of us would 

have found such eyesore photos making round 

on Facebook in which Modi, the Prime Minister 

of India, can been seen bending with folded 

hands to greet the wives of Ambani and Adani 

who together represent the two biggest 

monopoly houses of India, while in another 

photo he can be seen with Ambani having his 

one hand on PM's back, as if he is being patted 

on his back in full public view. Such immoral 

images we hardly come across in other 

'democratic' countries, for example in the US or 

the countries of EU, the oldest lands of 

monopolies. Ambani's and Adani's men openly 

accompany PM's battery of experts in his official 

international tours for international promotion. 

The PM on the other hand often twits for them 

even on petty family occasions, while the whole 

nation keeps wating in vain for his twits even on 

most urgent and emergency situations. Having 

said this, if I ask what is the reason behind the 

sudden and “more than double” rise in the 

prices of edible oil or pulses, every single 

person who know only little about politics 

would hold Adani or Ambani responsible for 

this for it is they who together with few others 

monopolises many of our Indian businesses. 

Adani together with a few others, similarly 

monopolises agricultural produce related 

business in India. It is then not surprising that a 

common man's perception is that people like 

Adanis and Ambanis, those who are the darling 

of Modi Government, are behind constantly 

rising prices, be it petroleum products like 

petrol, diesel or cooking gas on the hand, or 

pulses or edible/cooking oil on the other. These 

two are now fast moving, as if decidedly, 

towards monopolising all essential goods 

market of India. It is rightly expected by 

concerned people that they will soon succeed 

in grab all the commanding heights of economy 

if Modi regime stays for one more term after 

2024.  

But there are “revolutionaries” in this country 

who say that Adani has not much of a role to play 

here in all these price rises. Their main logic or 

line of reasoning is that prices rise as a result of 

normal market behaviour, for example, if 

demand exceeds supply, at local as well as 

international level, the prices will naturally go 

up. Even if frantic speculation takes over the 

imbalances or crisis caused by a gap, sudden 

or otherwise, in 'demand and supply', it is 

always a natural market behaviour, bereft of 

any monopoly's intrigues, even though 

monopolies exist and all other indicators show 

their involvement. They have repeatedly said 

that only such natural things are responsible 

for the current exorbitant and roof-breaking 

rise in prices of edible oils. They are so much 

obsessed with their love and affinity for 

Monopolies that they outrightly reject any 

possibility of their underhand involvement in 

this. They absolve monopolies of any charge of 

jugglery and fraud. We call them 'apologists of 

corporates”, a couple of words that only signify 

a political charge against them, but they seem 

to be more than that which is also clear from 

how they abuse those who try to establish, 
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based on facts, that the monopolies were 

involved in fraudulent manner in overplaying 

and over-stretching the gap between 'demand 

and supply' to steal away with highest possible 

prices by striking deal with the state in the 

darkest of hours. It looks as if they have taken 

upon themselves to defend them (monopolies) 

against even the remotest attempts ever to label 

them with charges of “stealing away” with huge 

profit margin by means other than what normal 

market behaviour warranted. They say it is 

normal market behaviour bereft of any 

immorality on the part of monopolies. They 

bring in Marx too, obviously with wrong 

intention and in wrong manner as they simply 

equate pre-monopoly speculation with post-

monopoly speculation. After that, what they is 

horrendous because they rationalise hoarding 

and speculation etc. They actually rationalize 

even price-rise, saying that they are just as 

natural things in market terms as some hungry 

men's act of devouring chocolates. They say if a 

gap exists in 'demand and supply' then 

hoarding and speculations are things that 

naturally follow after that and there is nothing to 

get so much offended in this. They say they 

know prices will come down automatically after 

some time, for speculation after some time 

works against itself. This is nothing but an act of 

rationalising market, speculation, hoarding 

and, in essence, a justification of bourgeois 

system itself by way of rationalising its offshoot 

activities. This is what is the essence of their 

long diatribe and excessive lectures on the 

current spurt in prices of edible oil. One can 

make out what their politics is all about, apart 

from their politics of abusing all others who are 

not in line with their understanding and 

interpretation. It is day by day becoming 

horrendous that they dare to use words 

bordering on abuses for anyone they choose to 

troll, just in the name of criticism.     

But this is a very innocent picture indeed! 

Considering that we are living not in Marx's 

time (19th century, which was characterised 

mainly by free competition) but in the 3rd 

decade of 21st century which is the age of and 

marks the complete victory of monopoly 

capital, which at the same time has stuck in the 

worst ever, prolonged or permanent, crisis of 

its life, such a presentation may be called even 

more than a ROSY picture of an otherwise very 

dirty, filthy and stinking reality. And why not? It 

resembles the well-known tactics of fascists of 

all times, according to which “send a person to 

the gallows and then set him free just before he 

dies, he will start feeling his life is a gift of the 

fascists and most likely forget all other woes, 

difficulties and demands of life." I must repeat, 

the “apologists” are apologists just because 

they take ALL POSSIBLE RISKS, but will never 

stop painting their masters in bright colours. 

Just see for yourselves. Even when they say that 

hoarding and speculations are all common 

happenings of a capitalist market, their main 

task or motto in all these, as if set by their 

masters, is to prove that capitalist farmers are 

the main culprit as if speculations and hoarding 

etc began from their farm gates and only then 

travelled up to local and then international 

monopolies. Whereas, the fact is that jacking up 

of prices along with hoarding and speculation 

etc have begun form the top. Can anyone deny 

that the prices were jacked up first at the 

international level? Even farm gate prices of oil 

seeds in India didn't originate from the farms of 

the capitalist farmers. Isn't it?  

This is what can be called the crux of the debate 

that has ensued in the movement on the issues 

around the sudden and exorbitant price rise of 

edible oils.  

Imbalances in “demand and supply” are 

common things. It can happen due to myriads of 

reasons and factors which may be manipulated 

or real. In capitalism both are possible and 

hence it's a matter of investigation whether it is 

real or manipulated. Even when it is real, in 

capitalism it is very often overplayed and 

overstretched by monopolies and speculators 

who are monopolies themselves or who trade in 

futures of the commodities under their target 

through share market. The purpose is however 

very clear. It is to steal away with a huge profit 

margins arising either from depressed 

demands or inflated demands. Will a Marxist-

Leninist ever deny the pernicious role of 

monopolies in it? Is it correct to see this with the 

help of spectacles of the age of free 

competition?  

Moreover, the apologists, those who deny 

monopolies hands, are regularly trying to 
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reconcile the behaviour of new capitalism with 

that of new capitalism by using every trick of 

equating post-monopoly speculation with pre-

monopoly speculation. The whole exercise 

from the very beginning smacks of some 

“untoward things” as they are bent upon 

rationalising and justifying bourgeois system 

itself, either this way or the other. This is just an 

offshoot of their act of apology of monopolies. 

They are in essence trying to reconcile 

monopoly with free competition using the 

cunning methods of equivocating the two. What 

they say means that the monopolies are only 

driven by logic and principles of capital as it did 

in the age of free competition and deny even the 

simplest fact that they not only establish special 

relations or connections with the state but also 

use them up to the best of their effort and take 

advantage of those special connections and 

relations. For a Leninist, this is an accomplished 

fact that has been proved by the long, more 

than 135 years of history of monopoly 

capitalism. We have seen how they dictate the 

state during wars and crisis. They in fact deny 

their crony character which has become the 

character of the new capitalism itself. We can 

see how Jio was promoted by none other than 

Modi himself displaying his stinking laughing 

photo at every nook and corner of the country. 

We also know how BSNL was destroyed by 

keeping their highest officials at their own pay 

rolls while everything was in the knowledge of 

the Government and the concerned ministry. 

The apologists may keep denying this as it is 

their solemn historical duty, but it is more than 

hundred percent true that monopolies build 

their mountains of profit using the worst of 

methods that are available within the bounds of 

capitalist system at its new stage. These worst 

methods may range from having ability of 

laying their hands in advance upon all the 

details of a set of laws to be enacted (even 

before it is enacted and doing all preparations 

for using those laws even before it is passed as 

it happened in the case of new farm laws) to 

having pre-knowledge of all the actions of the 

government (as it happened in 

demonetization). Who doesn't know who are 

dictating this Modi government to do things 

which are normally couldn't have been thought 

of? GST can be one more exact example, while 

many more and numerous examples can be 

given depicting this reality. But they will be of 

no avail if you are discussing with shameless 

'apologists'. They would keep denying and 

posing as if the monopolies have had no 

underhand role to play in such nasty things, as 

if their history is not awash with such nasty and 

pernicious methods. It is strange that even a so-

called revolutionary group can keep doing this. 

But It is true that it is quite becoming of their 

character, the character of being the apologists 

of monopolies. We are helpless. It is only for 

such apologists that Lenin has written this:  

"The old capitalism has had its day. The new 

capitalism represents a transition towards 

something. It is hopeless of course, to seek for 

“firm principles and a concrete aim” for the 

purpose of “reconciling” monopoly with free 

competition. The admission of the practical men 

has quite a different ring from the official praises 

of the charms of “organised” capitalism sung by 

its apologists, Schulze-Gaevernitz, Liefmann and 

similar “theoreticians”.” (From Lenin's thesis on 

Imperialism, p.225)    

Further, Lenin writes what we are intending to 

say from the very beginning in this debate: 

"Finance capital has created the epoch of 

monopolies, and monopolies introduce 

everywhere monopolist principles: the utilisation 

of “connections” for profitable transactions takes 

the place of competition on the open market.” 

(ibid) 

Clearly, in essence they are calling “imbeciles” 

not only us but Lenin, too. The apologists 

oppose us and call us “imbeciles” and what not, 

because we talk of and call out the crony and 

jugglery character of monopolies which they 

often put to use to exploit a favourable situation 

that may come in their way because of the way 

a capitalist society works based on market, 

speculation and monopolists' intrigues. Let us 

see this quote from Lenin's thesis:  

"…typical example of balance-sheet jugglery, 

quite common in joint-stock companies, explains 

why their Boards of Directors are willing to 

undertake risky transactions with a far lighter heart 

than individual businessmen. Modern methods of 

drawing up balance-sheets not only make it 

possible to conceal doubtful undertakings from the 

ordinary shareholder, but also allow the people 

most concerned to escape the consequence of 

unsuccessful speculation by selling their shares in 

time when the individual businessman risks his own 

skin in everything he does.... “The balance-sheets 

of many joint-stock companies put us in mind of 

the palimpsests of the Middle Ages from which 
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the visible inscription had first to be erased in 

order to discover beneath it another inscription 

giving the real meaning of the document.” 

[Palimpsests are parchment documents from which 

the original inscription has been erased and 

another inscription imposed.]”  (ibid, bold added) 

This well explains the character of the 

monopolies which our “apologists” will 

promptly deny in their future lecture and 

diatribe. But let them do it. Let us listen to Lenin 

who having quoted extensively from the 

bourgeois intellectuals has this to say about the 

character of monopolies.  

"None of the rules of control, the publication of 

balance sheets, the drawing up of balance-sheets 

according to a definite form, the public auditing 

of accounts, etc., the things about which well-

intentioned professors and officials— that is, 

those imbued with the good intention of 

defending and prettifying capitalism—discourse 

to the public, are of any avail; for private property 

is sacred, and no one can be prohibited from 

buying, selling, exchanging or hypothecating 

shares, etc" (p.238) 

So, this much is enough to understand the real 

character of the monopolies and there must be 

no reason to believe that they are 'pious' or 

“well-intentioned” entities and limit themselves 

to just what apparently seems to be taking place 

on the surface in a market. Monopolies hate to 

be prisoners of Market rules which they always 

try to circumvent in one way or the other. This 

has been an established fact for all Leninists. 

We must know that the invisible hands of 

monopolies that often come into actions to 

overplay a crisis-like situation has been well 

established long back in practical life itself. 

Naturally, and at the same time, the 'apologists' 

of all hues will also deny the dirty acts of 

invisible hands of monopolies. This is their 

duty. But it is an incontestable fact that 

whenever speculators thrive in crisis-like 

situations such as one that arrived in the case of 

edible oil prices, we know that it is ultimately 

only the monopolists who get the real and most 

of the benefit and who by suppressing or 

cutting the supply chain and thus dictating the 

prices in the retail market grab the creamy 

layer that comes onto the top as a result of the 

turmoil taking place at the bottom. This has 

been well tested in all commodities. For 

 
4 If she didn't know our apologists must have informed. Isn't it? Readers, just enjoy.  

examples, we have before us the history of 

crude or refined petroleum oil which has been 

the choice of the speculators for a long time and 

is so even now. Of late, as the choice as well as 

scope of speculations have gone shrinking, 

they have been targeting essential 

commodities of human life in all fields, recent 

sudden spurt in prices of edible oils or pulses 

being an example in case. This is even when 

they are wage goods. For monopolies and more 

so with monopoly speculators, nevertheless, it 

is not something like a pious material imbued 

with Godly characters to which monopolies 

would in all circumstances fear to put their dirty 

tactics to use. Our point of departure is what we 

have learnt from Lenin i.e. monopolists are 

monopolists because they undertake all 

...unexceptionally all tactics, even the worst 

ones, to exact profit employing the dirties ever 

tactics in all fields, be it essential goods or 

something else.  

 

Let us also see how things have unfolded in 

the sudden spurt in prices of the edible oils 

that prove our point. We shall mention just a 

few of them and discuss one by one.  

Firstly, even when import duties were cut three 

or four months ago, or even when similar cuts 

were done before that too, the prices kept 

soaring. Not only that, even when Government 

announced the possibility of further cuts in the 

latter half of May, the prices still went up or kept 

high for some time. For the 'apologists', these 

are all natural as the effect of fiscal measures 

don't travel fast. They say “time and space” are 

involved in this! Okay, but then I hope Modi 

Government also knows about the involvement 

of 'time and space.' Then, why didn't the Modi 

Government take other, particularly 

administrative measures to control the prices 

immediately, supposing she knew fiscal 

measures would take time?4 Why didn't the 

government take any concrete steps to direct 

the local monopolies like Adani an Cargil to de-

hoard when she did know big inventories had 

been built up for this purpose and port based as 



THE TRUTH | Year 2 | Issue 2 | June 2021                                                                                                                               36 

well as pipeline stocks5 were used to build 

upward pressure on prices? This very much 

shows that prices were being manipulated at 

the international levels as well as local levels. 

Who could do this and how? Of course, we say 

that they were the monopolies who were 

jacking up the prices to amass as much profit as 

possible by resorting to hoarding and breaking 

the supply chain at all possible levels from top 

to bottom for the time being to take advantage 

of the situation. So now a question will 

automatically arise; is such a big level 

hoarding, as big as such that gave such a big 

push to prices possible without the 

connivance of the state or the Modi 

government? The apologists abuse us for this. 

They say it happened just naturally and the 

Government also acted naturally to keep the 

prices low by resorting to duty cuts. And that’s 

all. If we question or call out the cunning 

intention and underhand fraudulent practice of 

the monopolies and state as both were involved 

in this, they abuse us even more fiercely. If we 

try to investigate things, facts and other things 

that happened around this sudden rise, we are 

still abused but with ever greater ferocity. It 

means if they have said that nothing 'impious', 

'unnatural' or 'untoward' has happened, then 

none should dare question this and cross the 

limit of knowledge they have set. This is their 

Lakshman Rekha, as if this is the order of the foot 

soldiers of the monopolies and fascists. In 

actuality, what primarily and essentially irks 

them the most is that we have brought and 

called out the jugglery and crony character of 

the new capitalism i.e. monopoly capitalism in 

deliberately creating the mess in the field of 

prices of edible oils.  

Secondly, coming to the behaviour of the 

foreign monopolies, they have anyhow learnt 

from somewhere that monopolies only go for 

glutting markets with cheap commodities. So, 

they were first of all supposed to glut the market 

with cheap oils. This is however laughable. 

They do so only with an intention to oust their 

competitor in th first place and then monopolise 

the prices which is their main purpose. But this 

is a long circuit involving a too long journey. 

Hence, it is not very surprising that monopolies 

 
5 This is from Newspaper reports of the last week of May, 2021  

have been found themselves involved using 

their invisible hands in speculations often with 

the hidden aid and support of the favourable 

state. The 'apologists' are aghast at this when we 

mentioned the fact, that too cited by SEAI's 

officials, that even when the import duties were 

cut, the prices of edible oils were being jacked 

up. There is no exact answer of this. On the 

contrary, it is being said that this happened due 

to hoarding done and speculation resorted to 

by farmers. Preoccupied as they are with their 

sole purpose of painting the monopolies with 

bright colours, it is quite natural to do logic in 

this manner. 

So far as our point of departure, the Marxist-

Leninist point of departure in this regard is 

concerned, we fully stand, on the basis of what 

we have learnt from Marx, Engels, Lenin and 

Stalin, for the annihilation of the bourgeois 

system itself, old or new, end of market as such 

free or otherwise dictated by monopolies and 

finally for the elimination of capitalist 

speculation as the worst enemy of humanity 

whether it is pre-monopoly or post-monopoly. 

But at the same time, because of this, we don’t 

equate the small capitalists like rich or capitalist 

farmers in this regard with those of giant 

monopolies. It is well said “for rats, cats are the 

biggest and most dangerous animal."      

Thirdly, what all the 'apologists' of all hues as 

well as the whole monopoly-led media a and 

newspapers did during this period was that 

they continuously filled the space of public 

opinion with this one-sided interpretation of the 

problem that the price rise is solely and only 

because of so-called “normal behaviour of the 

capitalist market facing an imbalance in 

'demand and supply' arising from very low 

production in oil exporting countries like 

Malaysia, Indonesia etc, from the excessive use 

time of Soya in the manufacture of bio-fuels this 

time and also from excessive buying by China 

from international market in the meantime.” 

This can be seen in all newspapers and media 

reports. Naturally all the media, governments 

and 'apologists' fed this news into public 

opinion which actually aimed at putting the 

whole deliberately created mess of price-rise 

in a lighter way or form as the normal behaviour 
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of market and speculators. Side by side, which 

is very important, they also kept trying to 

absolve monopolies from any of its nefarious 

role that they could have played in the darkest 

of hours in collusion with the state. But what 

happened afterwards has proved that the 

monopoly-led media particularly the 

newspapers, RBI and even the officials of this 

fascist governments do have some “water 

remaining in their eyes”, but the 'apologists' 

don't have even this as they never reconciled 

themselves with the facts about which even 

media, RBI and government officials came out 

publicly, though tactically. On what basis am I 

saying this? On the basis of the following: 

i) On 31st of March 2021, Economic Times 

came out with a news of massive influx of 

edible oils into India through the routes 

of Nepal and Bangla Desh against which 

SEAI furiously complained to the central 

Government citing the fact that this 

massive influx of oil has its source in 

Malaysia, Indonesia and in some South 

American countries. Now any honest 

person will ask this question: when in 

Malaysia and Indonesia the 

production of oil was very low and 

China was still buying and is expected 

to buy till Sept (these are stories that 

were fed and are still being fed by 

newspaper as the main reasons and 

factors of exorbitant price-rise), then 

how come massive amount of oil from 

Malaysia and Indonesia came into 

India, illegally?  

Our apologists have a ready-made 

answer. They brush it aside as an 

unimportant news. But it can't be brushed 

aside or under a carpet as an old 

common thing that keep happening and 

which everyone knows about. This 

question assumes and has assumed 

special significance in the present 

scenario, simply because this massive 

illegal import of edible oil from the same 

sources where production didn't occur 

for a couple of years or occurred in very 

less amounts contradicts the very basis of 

the whole story behind the sudden price-

rise. When for China's vociferous buying 

of edible oils are not being met, how 

come oils travelling from there to India 

illegally has logical ends or ties them in a 

knot?  

Now, who brought these massive 

amounts of oil in India, illegally? Small 

petty commercial dwellers? Or farmers? 

Our neighbourhood shopkeepers? The 

word MASSIVE brings all the discomfort 

otherwise the apologists would have said 

this only. But what is more important is 

that it indicates towards monopoly 

rivalry of market induced by high prices 

that was set up by local monopolists of 

edible oil industry in India which was 

much more than “appropriate”. It can't 

be explained by saying that such things 

happened in the past, ignoring the 

special circumstances cited by 

apologists of monopolies themselves 

arising from a “serious gap between 

'demand and supply' both in India as well 

as in the whole world. If India, more than 

proportionate rise in price were set up, it 

then naturally would induce a 

competition in the world of monopolies 

for Indian market through whatever 

channels.   

ii) Before this, RBI's annual report came in 

which it was said that CPI related inflation 

surge came because of “break in supply 

chain and opportunistic pricing to raise 

the marks-ups.” Who can affect this in 

reality, seeing such a big impact having 

been brought? Naturally, only the 

monopolies would be able to do it. About 

large standing inventories and port 

based or pipeline stock hoarding by big 

players (monopolies) we have already 

mentioned as cited by monopoly-led 

newspapers themselves. So, it is almost 

an open admission by RBI about 

manipulations being done by big 

players.  

iii) Similarly, even Government officials 

opined that “more than proportionate” 

rise in prices of edible oils has taken 

place in India. They even held meetings 

to ameliorate this. For our apologists, 

these things are as adorable as capitalist 

markets and say that there is nothing to 
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worry about in this. Till March 2021, there 

was no such “more than proportionate 

rise” in prices, rather the minister, 

Piyush Goyal, was quoted saying in 

defence of the price-rise that "the prices 

being charged in India is still not 

commensurable with the international 

prices." By saying so he was actually 

performing two things of great 

importance. Firstly, he was shamelessly 

trying to defend the already hiking 

prices, while price-rise was already on 

way to shoot up. He tried by saying so to 

impact the public opinion so that people 

may be taken for granted and made to 

feel or think that nothing much could be 

done to contain this. Secondly, he was 

communicating to the market the mood 

as well as the mode of thinking of Modi 

government, that of Modi in particular at 

the given juncture of time. Do the ruling 

party whisper in the ears of the 

monopolies? Yes, they do and do so in 

many ways. In Modi's time whispering in 

the ears of each other has become a 

routine affair. Those who don't see are 

blind as well as deaf or more than that 

they don't see because of their being 

apologists.  He (Piyush Goyal) was in way 

assuring Modi's beloved friend and 

monopolies, particularly Adani, of his 

moral support if his (Adani's) invisible 

hands go to reap huge profits out of the 

crisis-like situation arising due to gap 

existing between demand and supply, 

which was however put to overuse and 

overplay.                   

 

What do all these facts indicate, while there still 

many to come? They indicate only this: in the 

unprecedented rise in the prices of edible oils, 

there is a very serious role played the “invisible 

hands of monopolies” both at international level 

and local level. The collusion of the State with 

Adani and others can't and mustn't be ruled out, 

rather must be investigated to nail them, at least 

in public eyes. We know how closely they work 

with fascists. That Adani and Ambani have easy 

access to every secret of state through Modi 

Governments in an open secret. How can a 

Marxist-Leninist deny this even as a matter of 

principle, let alone as facts which are 

incontestable? Even, the supreme court of India 

has been in their service. So, it is not surprising 

that monopolies can manipulate in an existing 

crisis and overplay to a great extent an 

imbalance that may come in 'demand and 

supply'. Whenever speculation on a particular 

commodity begins to play out, the “invisible 

hands of monopolies” come into play instantly. 

Even more than that, sensing that some 

disturbance is going to occur or speculators, 

even if they are not real producers, have 

decided to attack/target a particular 

commodity, for example the edible oil in this 

particular case, then sensing it either in 

advance or otherwise, monopolies which 

actually do the business on the ground, also 

become very active and due to their having 

close connections with the state, which is a new 

thing in comparison to what was there in the 

time of free competition, they go for hoarding 

and purposefully break the supply chain to "fish 

in troubled water" in a big way. It is only they 

who are biggest winner in this in the end.   

 

Let us end this article by citing a practical 

example how the “invisible hands of 

monopolies” act when speculative agencies 

are at work.  

Speculation and monopoly are like twins. 

Whenever and where ever speculative 

agencies are at work, monopoly finds it 

convenient to exact huge margins of profits by 

utilising the existing conditions of crisis i.e. by 

controlling the supply side or even breaking it 

to dictate prices in the market and thus reap a 

big harvest in the form huge profit margin 

within a short span of time.   

It is an accepted fact that when demand 

exceeds supply, prices usually go up in the 

market. Thus, the rising demand dampens until 

it comes back to the state of equilibrium. 

Similarly, when demand is low and supply 

exceeds it, prices would go down. Demand thus 

increases to achieve equilibrium. This is termed 

as the "invisible hand of capitalist market" in 

common parlour of the classical economics. 

Prices fluctuate and then settle down to 

equilibrium by themselves as described above. 

This has been put to use against those who 
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demand state intervention by neoclassical or 

neoliberal economists who say government has 

no role to intervene in a 'free' economy. The real 

intention of these pro-monopoly economists is 

however to communicate to the state that state 

mustn't interfere if monopolies are preying. 

They are however those who have called for 

state's intervention, whenever the predators are 

preyed of their own means of preying i.e. when 

financial markets and banks along with the 

whole economy they command fail or on the 

verge of collapse. This they give a pious name 

as 'bailout.'     

Then the phenomenon of stagflation (stagnation 

along with inflation) came with a bang in the 

protracted crisis of world crisis in the 1970s 

when it had hit the world economy in a big way. 

After that, the acts of speculation have also 

undergone a significant change, while both 

monopoly and speculation still play a very 

significant role in the economy in reaping profit 

taking advantage of certain disturbances.  

In a stagnant economy, the general fact is that 

unemployment is high and demand is low. So 

why should prices increase? The bourgeoisie 

neo-liberal measures that are often taken to 

solve this range from pushing for more 

deregulation, liberalization and privatization to 

controlling inflation through raising or lowering 

interest rates. But we have seen that even this 

hasn't yet solved the problem of rising prices, 

even though we are suffering from an 

unyielding recession or a prolonged economic 

crisis coupled with a very low level of demand. 

We can discuss, for example situations present 

in today's India. In India at present, there is 

vertical fall in demand as GDP figure too has 

also gone down to more than 7% below zero. 

Due to Corona, more than one crore white 

collar jobs have been recently lost. 

Unemployment is at an all-time high. Wages 

have been continuously falling. Income of all 

classes except the handful of monopolies and 

capitalists have fallen. Those in jobs have either 

lost them or are working with 30% or more 

wage-cuts. But still prices are going up. 

Consumer Price Index related inflation has 

surged high though WPI figures have shown 

some moderate decline from a recent high. In 

actuality, no regular pattern emerges, as 

monopolies act with impunity.     

In this background, the recent roof-breaking 

upsurge in the prices of edible oils in particular 

has astonished everyone. It has however been 

explained by saying that production of oil in oil-

exporting countries such a Malaysia, Indonesia, 

south American countries, Ukraine etc has too 

much fallen due to one set of factors and 

another. It has also been justified on the basis of 

sudden demand rise that came from China and 

the increased use of some oil seeds such as 

Soya for making biofuels. People normally 

believe what is fed into space of public opinion 

with the help of monopoly-dominated media 

and newspapers. On the other hand, we don't 

have independent sources to check the exact 

authenticity and correctness of the news. For 

example, we don't exactly know how much 

“demand enhancement” has been caused with 

China buying oil excessively from world 

market. We also don't know exactly how much 

production really fell in oil exporting countries.    

But the news and of course some views coming 

from the same media, when closely analysed, 

proved that everything being fed in public view 

about the reasons of eleven-year high price-

rise of edible oils is not entirely true. At least 

this became clearer that the factors and 

reasons being cited in public space are not 

the sufficient reasons for this “more than 

double rise” in prices of the edible or 

cooking oils. It is slowly and slowly becoming 

far more apparent that behind this 

unprecedented soaring of prices lay the 

speculations, while behind these speculations 

certainly worked the “invisible hands of 

monopolies” and the task of revolutionaries is 

not to cover it up, rather to expose it of all 

covers.  

 

It must also be noted that the “invisible 

hands of monopolies” work in rising the 

prices not only when demand is on rise. It 

also works even when demand is low or very 

low. One of the most famous examples of this 

can be cited here which happened in the US 

when Barack Obama was still in Office.  

It was that famous hue and cry over the rise of 

prices of gasoline in the US that had all on a 

sudden increased by 30 percent. Barack 

Obama was the president and the demand for 
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oil in that year was at a 15-year low and because 

of this oil companies had been shutting down 

large refineries in good number. Even then, the 

supply of oil didn't get affected much in 

comparison to the existing demand. So, the 

situation of low demand for oil persisted even 

after that while supply had considerably in 

excess.  

Then, what was the price rise due to? People 

thought the price rise might be due to 

increasing production costs. When 

investigated, it was found baseless. In fact, a 

Senate Committee report said that Exxon Mobil, 

Conoco Phillips, BP, Chevron and Shell had 

increased their combined profit to $137 billion. 

It was in 2011 even when that year they had 

been reported of having produced four percent 

less oil during previous years.  

So, it was like a riddle: what was to blame for 

the hike in the price of the pump oil? At that 

time, the nefarious role and act of invisible 

hands of monopolies was found to be the main 

culprit. We know, oil has been for long the best 

commodity of choice for speculators. At that 

time in America, it was so found and believed 

that “as much as 60% of crude oil price was 

purely speculation-driven by large trader 

banks and hedge funds.” The US Senate had 

then constituted a committee to make enquiries. 

The report found that a lot of companies, like 

Goldman Sachs, Morgan Stanley as well as 

Citigroup and JP Morgan Chase, that were 

trading in the oil futures market were neither 

actual producers nor users of oil. As the main 

leading energy trading firms, they took 

advantage of tensions in Syria and Iran by 

frantically trading in the oil futures market. It 

had pushed up spot prices of petrol. The same 

thing had happened in 2008 when speculators 

took advantage of the unrest in the Middle East, 

Sudan, Venezuela and Pakistan. Then also, 

there was no supply shocks that were found to 

be the real culprit. It was the frantic trading in 

oil futures through share market that played the 

role in increasing the prices of the oil.  

But they were not the only players. It was amply 

proved by all such enquiries that apart from 

these speculators were the “invisible hands of 

monopolies” – the biggest of which were like 

Exxon Mobil, Royal Dutch Shell, and BP, with 

Chevron Texaco etc, whose “invisible hands 

worked to invisibly control the supply and 

dictated the prices of oil. In the end they proved 

to be the biggest winners of such speculations.  

Now, what is true in petroleum oil is also true for 

and likewise applies in other commodities. 

Speculation and the “invisible hand of 

monopolies” play a major role in determining 

prices in the age of monopoly capitalism. It has 

been proved many times in the past and 

beyond doubt, even if they are not the direct 

speculators. Those who don’t want to look 

beyond “demand and supply” related 

imbalances or speculation must be the 

apologists of monopoles, otherwise like in one 

example as shown above there are numerous 

examples in which the “invisible hands of 

monopolies” have been found to be deeply 

involved whenever such a situation has ever 

surfaced in history, particularly in the land of 

monopolies. Even though in case of this sudden 

skyrocketing price rise of edible oils too, where 

it has been more than proved that monopolists' 

acts of omission and commission with the help 

of their “invisible hands” were very much at 

work to dictate the prices in the upward 

direction, It is beyond doubt and it is almost 

certain that more inner facts are still to come. 

The cut-throat competitions that appeared may 

be short-lived as it immediately led to easing of 

prices, nevertheless it was proved to a great 

extent that the “invisible hands of monopolies” 

were deeply involved in jacking up the prices 

at international as well as local levels.  

In countries like India, where such committee of 

enquiries are never found, nor such 

investigative journalism as free from the 

influence of monopolies ever existed, 

otherwise we could have certainly found that 

the monopolies were not only the final winners 

of the speculations leading to this exorbitantly 

high price-rise but also the initiators of this 

speculation performing their dirtiest acts in 

collusions with the state in the darkest of hours. 

It is a fact, even though some may keep 

ignoring it and abusing me for the sin of 

disclosing it to some extent while the rest is still 

to be probed and proved. Another time the 

attack or target may be another essential 

goods. Let us wait.   
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Life in Lakshadweep, the dozens of coral Islands 

in the Arabian Sea near to Kerala, is entering 

into a stage of disaster as the administrator and 

RSS leader Mr. Praful Patel is trying to 

implement the corporate agenda with an eye on 

the beautiful beaches for the real estate lobby. 

The people of Kerala and Lakshadweep are 

united in opposing the policies introduced by 

the administrator since his appointment in 

December 2020. 

The aggressive regulations include: 

The Draft Lakshadweep Development Authority 

Regulation 2021 (LDAR) — that gives the 

administrator powers to remove or relocate 

islanders from their property, for town planning 

or any developmental activity. 

The Prevention of Anti-Social Activities Act 

(PASA), introduced in January 2021, under 

which a person can be detained without any 

public disclosure for a period of up to one year. 

The draft panchayat notification, where a 

member with more than two children is 

disqualified from being a member. 

Lakshadweep Development Authority (LDA) 

has been created with extensive powers, 

including eviction of landowners. The 

legislation vests extensive powers with the 

authority, allowing it to prepare comprehensive 

development plans for any area and relocate 

people. Anybody with common sense can 

understand, this must be pushed by the real 

estate lobby and against the interest of the 

islanders. It appears that now the real estate 

lobby is behind the beautiful islands, 

particularly the seacoast, where the 

shallowness of the sea is very low and is 

protected by the natural mechanism of coral 

reefs. This gives enormous potential to sell to 

the industrial houses for their domestic purpose 

and tourism business. 

Ninety-nine percent of Lakshadweep's 

inhabitants are tribal Muslims, who have been 

living in harmony with nature and their habitat 

for thousands of years, especially in the small 

islands, without any intervention from outside. 

Praful Patel's initiative to create the 

Lakshadweep Development Authority and 

implement the Coastal Protection Act is claimed 

to be for the immediate development of the 

island. Already so many sheds and other 

constructions which are meant for keeping 

fishermen's nets and equipment have been 

demolished. The people are worried over the 

freedom of the island people, their habitat, 

livelihoods and the peaceful life. 

Praful Patel was previously the administrator of 

the Union Territory of Daman and Diu. Similar 

actions taken by him at that time even led to the 

suicide of the local MP. On February 21, 2021, 

Mohan Delkar, a seven - time Dadra and Nagar 

Haveli MP, committed suicide in a hotel room in 

Mumbai. Mohan Delkar's suicide note mentions 

Praful Patel. 

During his administration, Praful Patel has 

launched a plan to evacuate the entire tribal 

community in Daman and Diu to take over the 

kilometers-long beach for corporate lobbies. 

The MP in that area became an enemy of the 

administrator and the ruling party because he 

supported the tribal people. Thousands of 

people were subsequently arrested and other 

retaliatory measures were taken to seize the 

area. A college created under the leadership of 

the MP was demolished on allegations of 

irregularities. Indigenous tribes who have been 

fishing for generations along the coast from 

Moti Daman Lighthouse to Jampore Beach have 
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been evicted. To that end, in November 2019, 

all the houses along the coast were demolished. 

Thus under the leadership of Mr. Praful Patel, 

the interest of a corporate entity was 

implemented by the Central Government 

through brutal measures. That area is now a 

tourist destination of the affluent in Gujarat. 

Mr. Praful Patel also took action against schools in 

Lakshadweep by banning non-vegetarian food. 

His further actions include, banning meat 

production, making fishing difficult, dismissing 

workers who worked for marine and biodiversity 

conservation and marine surveillance, etc. 

Freight to the island was earlier connected to the 

Beypore port in Kerala. Because Lakshadweep is 

a place, where the spoken language is Malayalam 

and which has hundreds of years of direct 

connection with the Kerala community. Now that 

is changed and freight transportation is linked to 

Mangalore port of Karnataka. 

Lakshadweep is generally a crime free spot. 

Everyone on the small islands is familiar with one 

another. Because the maximum population of the 

highest inhabited Island is just about ten thousand 

and the minimum only just 60. It is natural that in 

such areas, the number of crimes will be very 

less. In such an area now, the Prevention of Anti-

Social Activities Act (PASA) is introduced. In 

order to introduce the law, recently the central 

government has invented that Anti-National 

activities as well as drug traffic are going on. 

It is noteworthy that the Central Government is 

taking such steps in the wake of the Covid-19 

pandemic. The steps taken by the Central 

Government to deal with the pandemic so far 

have helped to aggravate the crisis, which is 

deeply affecting the lives of the people. An honest 

mind may doubt whether the government has 

some intention to aggravate the crisis in order to 

implement anti-people policies and laws. The 

Central government is utilizing each crisis in 

order to push their agenda and policies utilizing 

the situation where the people are unable to 

protest due to the pandemic. The situation is that 

the BJP, which is making the lives of poor people 

miserable in all parts of India, is not leaving the 

small island of Lakshadweep with its relatively 

small population also. Such measures will not end 

if there is no intervention from the democratic 

minded people of India.  
  

HELEN KELLER 

REMEMBERING THE 

SOCIALIST AUTHOR AND 

ACTIVIST  

Helen Keller, who had lost her sight 

and hearing after a bout of illness at 

the age of just 19 months, fought 

against all odds and became an 

author and activist. She was a 

member of the Socialist Party of 

America from 1909 to 1921 and 

actively campaigned and wrote in 

favour of the working class.  

“The country is governed for the richest, 

for the corporations, the bankers, the 

land speculators, and for the exploiters 

of labor. The majority of mankind are 

working people. So long as their fair 

demands—the ownership and control of 

their livelihoods—are set at naught, we 

can have neither men's rights nor 

women's rights. The majority of 

mankind is ground down by industrial 

oppression in order that the small 

remnant may live in ease.” 

 
27th June 1880 – 1st June 1968 
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Wall Street Journal investigations found 

Facebook guilty of spreading hate speeches by 

BJP leaders in Delhi polls and during organized 

violence against minority community termed as 

‘Delhi riots’ and there was alleged exchange of 

money in that transaction as reported in the 

press. Delhi assembly tried it’s best to 

reprimand Facebook’s India head, Ankhi Das 

by calling her in the assembly house but 

nothing happened for obvious reasons. “The 

party (BJP) has weaponized social media 

networks for political use” reported Scroll. “We 

are capable of delivering any message we want 

to the public, whether sweet or sour, true or 

fake”, thundered none other than union home 

minister in Sep 2018 while addressing BJP’s 

social media workers in Kota, Rajasthan. “These 

are lungi-clad terrorists. They have been 

chucked out by Bangladesh and have come to 

West Bengal”, taking the infamous Modi formula 

of recognizing terrorists by their attire, further 

and with a motive to please his bosses and 

enhance his credentials, these venomous words 

were uttered by Dilip Ghosh, BJP’s Bengal chief 

while referring to Muslim community of West 

Bengal in a public meeting in recent assembly 

elections. This bravado has enhanced his stock 

in the party!!  One may ask anyone in the 

market, what is the biggest and largest source 

of fake news spreading hatred, communal stuff, 

organized gang of abusive trolls in India. 

Barring a few bhakts, the tribe getting extinct 

these days, prompt will come the reply, ‘BJP IT 

CELL’.  A party having such an illustrious 

record of hate speech and fake news when 

suddenly decides to embark upon a mission to 

guard the citizens from fake news by bringing a 

new law, ‘The Information Technology 

(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media 

Ethics Code) Rules, 2021’ (known as IT 

RULES, 2021), amending the 2011 law on 

Information Technology, with stringent 

provisions to crack down the erring digital 

media to ‘empower the users of social media’, 

naturally raises alarm across the board!! What’s 

the real intent of the government behind such a 

seemingly pious crusade? One needs not go 

very far to find the answer. The cruel reality of 

these dark times is that Modi government has 

failed comprehensively in management of the 

deadly pandemic, Covid-19 in all respects. It 

has, actually, done nothing to contain the 

pandemic except resorting to non-sensical acts 

like banging of utensils. There is a colossal loss 

of human lives and a mortal fear of death is 

looming large over about one fifth of humanity 

for which Modi government is responsible. 

Entire world has come to know the level of 

incompetence, insensitivity and unwillingness 

of the government to save lives of its people. 

The so called ‘main stream media’ has long been 

converted into a gutter media. It is always 

singing melodious songs praising 

governmental incompetence!! There is, 

however, a serious issue here. It’s easy to 

purchase media if government’s pockets are 

full courtesy faithful corporates but trust is a 

precious trait that cannot be purchased by 

money. Gutter media is suffering from trust loss 

(not deficit) and is losing viewership as the 

viewers are disgusted to the extent that they 

can’t bear the TV sets. Heavy dose of falsehood 

has caused constipation. They can’t take any 

more and they are flocking to the alternatives 

available. Viewership of the Digital media 

popularly known as the social media is rising 

leaps and bounds. This media is overflooded 

these days with the mind- numbing, chilling 

stories of the dead and destitute. Its efforts to 

reveal the reality has failed Modi government’s 

efforts to conceal it. Government is finding it 

extremely difficult to hide number of deaths as 

https://scroll.in/article/970544/why-the-allegations-about-facebook-bjp-links-are-so-significant-for-indian-politics
https://scroll.in/article/970544/why-the-allegations-about-facebook-bjp-links-are-so-significant-for-indian-politics
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the reporters of the digital platforms station 

themselves right at the cremation centers. They 

are wandering along the stream of the Ganges 

to report how the poor, unable to afford to 

cremate their family members, are either 

somehow covering the dead bodies in sand on 

the bank of river or just flowing them into the 

stream. Government servants are engaged in 

removing saffron sheets covering the dead 

bodies in order to hide their Hindu identity. 

How can an arrogant government, intoxicated 

by a ‘five trillion- dollar economy’ dreams, 

masquerading as ‘vishwaguru’ look into the 

mirror? The paid media managers, the crisis 

managers on government roll are having 

sleepless nights. What’s the alternative? Shoot 

the messenger, simple!! Media is face to face 

with the same dilemma as the celebrated poet 

Dushyant envisioned, ‘Bepanah andheron ko 

subah kaise kahun, main in nazaron ka andha 

tamashabeen nahin’ (How to say this stark 

darkness a dawn, I am not a blind onlooker of 

this reality). Unable to bring light to the lives of 

the people, Modi government intends to 

convert entire media into the blind onlookers of 

reality. This seems to be the philosophy behind 

these changes brought in the world of digital 

media.  

TOOL-KIT OF ‘OPPORTUNITY IN 

CALAMITY’      

Paid crisis managers of the regime are 

resorting to old, used tricks in order to tide over 

the unprecedented public rage against 

incompetent, insensitive and antipeople Modi 

government. Union ministers accused 

Congress party of having developed a ‘tool kit’ 

under which it terms ongoing second wave of 

the Corona pandemic which is playing havoc in 

entire country, as ‘Indian Strain’ or ‘Modi Strain’ 

to tarnish the image PM Modi. Sambit Patra 

tweets that it is done by Rahul Gandhi and Sonia 

Gandhi. Priyanka Gandhi lodged a police 

complaint and Twitter categorizes the Patra 

tweet as manipulative. Taking cognizance of 

Priyanka Gandhi complaint, Delhi police raided 

Twitter office in Delhi. This entire drama ended 

about 15 days since May 18 but none got 

befooled. Actually, this micro- organism, 

Covid-19 has taken a huge toll of lives but it has 

opened eyes of even the most gullible, turning 

them into smart thinking individuals. The 

‘superman image’ of Modi and his ‘Gujrat 

Model’ was made to stand upon dust not even 

sand, generated by the monopoly houses 

purchased media. It stands demolished and 

turned to dust again. People are running away 

now even from those having resembling beard 

of Modi. No toolkit is needed to tarnish the 

image of Modi, its already tarnished beyond 

recognition. As regards, Sambit Patra, a 

disgusting person around whom this story is 

weaved, he has taken sycophancy to newer 

heights. His comments, tweets are always too 

obnoxious and the only credit that can be 

attributed to him is that he succeeded in driving 

crores of people away from TV sets!! 

This seemingly flop story, however, deserves to 

be examined carefully because the regime 

managers are not naïve to waste time during 

these unbearably troublesome times of the 

present regime. Modi government has 

acquired expertise in exploring opportunities 

in this calamity. There has to be an excuse to 

implement draconian ‘IT Law’ that was enacted 

in Feb to tame the digital media. This ‘toolkit’ 

story provided that. There are more and more 

manifestations of the state turning into a fascist 

state. It is comparatively easy for the state to 

convert other pillars of democracy into 

subservient entities but controlling so 

divergent information sources and forcing 

these to toe the government line is most 

challenging job but the government is on it. 

Fascism of the twenty first century will not be 

same as that of the last century. Even an 

ordinary thief doesn’t employ the same trick 
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again after getting caught. Think tank of the 

monopoly finance capital is extraordinarily 

smart. They keep learning even if some of the 

‘revolutionary’ leaders refuse to and keep 

searching for exactly the same symptoms that 

were found in 1930s and only then will they 

declare ceremoniously, yes, fascism has 

arrived.  No Reichstag would be burnt down this 

time as Hitler did. All these democratic 

institutions will, instead, be converted into tools 

of implementing fascism. This job is already 

over to large extent. During these times of 

information tornado, suppression of truth, 

keeping the masses ill informed, regimenting 

their thought process and turning them into a 

drove of pigs as Goebbels used to boastfully 

say, is proving difficult. This toolkit controversy 

is created as a justification to crack down on 

digital media. This is the same infamous pattern 

of ‘opportunity in calamity’, Modi government 

has mastered during last year. 

THE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

(INTERMEDIARY GUIDELINES AND DIGITAL 

MEDIA ETHICS CODE) RULES, 2021 

“IT RULES” 

Three month’s- time period provided for strict 

compliance of the new provisions of the ‘IT 

Rules’ to the SSMI (Significant Social Media 

Intermediaries), those having 50 lakh and 

above registered users, expired on May 26. 

Facebook has moved court seeking more time 

to comply. Following are the salient points of 

these Rules which empower government to 

crack down on digital media and poke its dirty 

nose into day- to- day functioning. This will 

certainly erode its independent working. That’s 

also the reason for all democracy loving people 

to rise in protest against these Rules. 

• In the level I of the ‘Code of Ethics’, an 

intermediary digital platform has to exercise 

‘due diligence’ and has to appoint Chief 

Compliance Officer responsible for 

implementation. A Nodal Officer is also to be 

appointed who will keep 24x7 liaison with 

law enforcement agencies. A compliance 

report is to be submitted to the Ministry of 

Electronics and Communication every 

month. 

• Every Significant Social Media Intermediary 

(Facebook, WhatsApp, Twitter), means one 

who is having 50 lakh and above registered 

users (threshold limit will be decided by the 

government from time to time), has to be 

technically competent to keep detail of the 

original source of every information and the 

same is to be provided to government 

authorities on demand. This threshold limit 

of 50 lakh registered users will, certainly, be 

altered by government in order to arm twist 

any digital platform because then only all 

these compliances will become mandatory 

for the targeted platform. The axe will, 

naturally, be hanging upon head all the time 

and will, eventually, fall upon the targeted 

smaller OTT platforms which are, these 

days, main source of unbiased information.  

• At level II, there has to be industry wise 

regulatory body to ensure compliance of the 

‘Code of Ethics’. The Indian Broadcasting 

Foundation (IBF), the apex body of 

broadcasters will be extending its purview 

to cover digital streaming platforms and it 

will be renamed as Indian Broadcasting and 

Digital Foundation (IBDF). All the OTT (Over 

the Top) platforms which have seen 

tremendous jump in their viewership will 

come under the purview of IBDF. 

• Level III of the controlling and monitoring 

mechanism will be at Ministry of Electronics 

and Communication to ensure strict 

compliance of the ‘Code of Ethics’ by the 

digital media and also by the IBDF. This will 

virtually be the end of freedom as none of 

the digital media can ensure foolproof 

compliance of all the parameters and fault 

https://www.meity.gov.in/writereaddata/files/Intermediary_Guidelines_and_Digital_Media_Ethics_Code_Rules-2021.pdf
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can easily be found in whichever SSMI 

government wants to target.   

• There is another provision provided in the 

Rules which is seemingly in the interest of 

users but may certainly turn into a fatal 

provision for the SSMI. Every platform will 

have to keep details of ‘public grievances’ 

received and the manner in which disposed 

of. A very powerful, resourceful and fearful 

troll army is at the ruling party’s command 

which is even now when no such monitoring 

provisions are in force, is capable of driving 

any digital media not liked by their masters 

to insanity by bombardment of troll 

messages of abuse and intimidation, day 

and night. They can play havoc once this 

‘customer grievance’ provision is put in 

force which is in a way already put. 

• Sub section 1 of section 79 of the Rules 

empowers the secretary Ministry of 

Electronics and Communication to crack 

down on any SSMI not complying to the 

Code of Ethics and can order to shut it down. 

Several sections of IPC get enforceable to 

take care of the ‘erring party’!! The 

intermediary has to take down content 

within 36 hours of the order from the 

secretary of the ministry in case found 

objectionable, leaving no room to have any 

legal recourse. Government is the ultimate 

adjudicator. Freedom of expression is 

thrown out of the window. Record of end- to- 

end encryption is to be held by the 

intermediary. Right of privacy is, therefore, 

blatantly compromised. Data theft and data 

selling will become order of the day.    

• ‘To ensure accountancy, transparency, 

users rights, safeguards against fake news, 

to eliminate child pornography, rape, to 

check from becoming a tool to violate 

dignity of women, settling ‘out of office’ 

corporate rivalries, inciting malicious and 

anti- national fake news, inciting 

communal rights and as per honorable 

supreme court orders’, objectives of the 

Rules look pious. The tragedy, however, is 

that all draconian laws have similar declared 

noble objectives. UAPA is meant to curb 

antinational, terrorist activities as per UN 

Security resolution but the reality is that an 

84 -year- old person who is chronically sick, 

can’t even hold spoon in his hand is 

languishing in jail for years!! How can one be 

blind to the stark reality?  

RESIST ATTACK ON FREEDOM OF 

EXPRESSION & BUILD STRONG WORKING 

CLASS MEDIA  

“The freedom to circulate one’s views is the 

life line of any democratic institution. Any 

attempt to stifle, suffocate or gag this right 

would sound death knell to democracy and 

would usher in autocracy or dictatorship”. 

These words of the supreme court need to be 

framed and hanged on the wall to remember 

and remind coming generations that bourgeois 

democracy, once upon a time, at least, 

promised such rights even to the exploited 

class!! This, though, remained a hollow, false 

promise as capitalism arrived here when it had 

already become lame duck, sick with lot many 

comorbidities, unable and unwilling to afford 

that.  During this era of decaying capitalism, 

now, the state has thrown away all façade of 

democracy, its bloody claws are out. it has 

appeared in its true character of dictatorship of 

bourgeoisie. Modi government has, ironically, 

brought these IT Rules, 2021 in our self-

proclaimed ‘largest internet open society’ to 

throttle right of free speech, expression, to arm 

twist and intimidate digital media unless it falls 

in line, complying to the orders of the same 

supreme court!!  

We have no reason to worry about fate of 

Facebook- WhatsApp or twitter. These giant 

monopoly sharks sitting on the mountains of 

unpaid labor of the proletariat know how to deal 

with the fascist governments of the world. Its 

their daily business. They keep several 

‘sovereign’ governments in their pocket. Going 

to any extent to make compromises to placate a 

hostile looking government too is never a moral 

or ethical issue for these companies. Nothing 

bothers them but PROFIT. Who knows, this arm 

twisting is being done by Modi government to 

force these giant and immensely resourceful 

world monopolies to make an Adani or Ambani 

a junior partner in their loot of our largest 

market!! Facebook already holds partnership in 

Ambani’s online retail company. We have also 
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witnessed the same happening in case of GVK 

Group, company managing Mumbai 

International Airport. Several government 

agencies were let loose after that company till it 

succumbed to extend share to Adani’s 

company. Distribution of looted money is never 

a peaceful act. Pushing and pulling among 

monopoly companies and the aggressive 

posturing by governments in the interests of 

their own monopoly finance capital is not 

uncommon. 

We need, however, be seriously concerned 

and alarmed against assault on our fundamental 

right to know the truth and freedom of 

expression. Please remember, nation could 

know the gravity of corona pandemic and reach 

and depth of the ongoing farmers movement 

thanks to the thousands of digital information 

sources in the form of different platforms, 

Facebook lives, mushroomed in the country 

like cottage industry, thanks to advancement in 

information technology when the sold out ‘main 

stream media’ turned a blind eye towards 

ghastly reality. More than this, real face of 

fascist Modi government got uncovered after 

façade was torn apart by this section of digital 

media and the regime is for the first time facing 

the music of mass fury. This section of digital 

media is actually their real target and we shall 

certainly see that the threshold limit of 50 lakh 

registered users will be brought down in the 

days to come. This is the era of information 

explosion. According to Digital-2021, January 

report, there are 62.4 crore internet users in 

India and in just one last year the number is 

increased by 4.7 crore as internet penetration 

stood at 45% of the total population of about 139 

crores. Facebook-WhatsApp-Twitter users are 

44.8 crore. Half of India is online and this ratio 

may rise up to 80-85% in near future. 

Governments are desperately trying to obstruct 

truth from reaching masses because during its 

last decaying phase of capitalism, truth is too 

hot to handle. Internet has made this job 

extremely difficult. In case internet is shut down 

the whole system gets struck as everything is 

online. Goebbels of today are going mad as 

suppression of truth has become almost 

impossible. A sort of information warfare is 

going on. Unlike the days of throbbing 

democracy when class character of the state 

power was difficult for the common people to 

recognize, during present times governments 

are brazenly and shamelessly found working in 

the interest of their corporate masters and 

fleecing the hungry and destitute masses, 

resorting to blatant lies and falsehood. Regime 

can’t camouflage. It’s the result of 

unadulterated information that yesterday’s 

mass hero Modi is today’s hated villain.  Truth is 

educating the exploited masses and inculcating 

class consciousness among them. People are 

refusing to be divided on cast and religion lines 

as they used to be, Bengal election results are 

witness. Jingoism is failing to make any dent any 

more. Class struggles are being fought online. 

It is, therefore, extremely essential to secure 

whatever democratic space is left, always be on 

guard against attacks on freedom of expression 

and the most important of all, develop a mighty 

alternate media of the working class, print as 

well as electronic- digital. Information is going 

to be the most lethal weapon in all future 

revolutions. Monthly magazines, ‘The Truth’ in 

English and ‘Yatharth’ in Hindi is our humble 

endeavor in this direction. Within a short life 

span of 13 months these magazines, though only 

digital shape so far, have grown into a mighty 

tool in the hands of working class in their fight 

for liberation. There are a lot many people, far 

beyond our expectations that look forward 

keenly for every issue and are contributing 

financially as well. We get encouraging 

response and valuable feedback from so many 

of them, even from abroad. There is, on the 

other hand, a ‘Marxist’ group that perceives 

these magazines as threat to their brand of 

politics and exhorts people to stay away, not to 

touch these magazines. Interestingly, the more 

they curse your magazines, the more sincerely 

people read and appreciate. Growth in 

circulation during last couple months is 

phenomenal. We appreciate both our beloved 

readers for their financial support, 

encouragement and motivation by their 

valuable feedback as well as our detractors for 

pushing us to be more determined for the 

cause. We collectively as a working class, 

though, still have a long way to go to build 

massive print, electronic and digital media of 

the working class.  

  

https://datareportal.com/reports/digital-2021-india
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Vladimir Ilyich had implicit faith in the 

proletariat's class instinct, its creative powers, 

and historic mission. This faith had not come 

suddenly to Vladimir Ilyich, but had been 

hammered out during the years when he had 

studied and pondered Marx's theory of the class 

struggle, when he had studied Russian realities, 

and learnt, in fighting the ideas of the old 

revolutionaries, to offset the heroism of the 

solitary fighter by the strength and heroism of the 

class struggle. It was not just blind faith in an 

unknown force, but a deep-rooted belief in the 

strength of the proletariat and its tremendous role 

in the cause of working-class emancipation, a 

belief founded on a profound knowledge and 

thorough study of the facts of life. His work among 

the St. Petersburg proletariat had helped to 

identify this faith in the power of the working class 

with real live people.  

* * * 

Vladimir Ilyich directed the struggle of the Iskra-

ists and warned them against a too vulgar 

interpretation of centralism. He combatted the 

tendency to regard every instance of live 

independent activity as "amateurish." This work 

of Vladimir Ilyich's, which so profoundly 

influenced the qualitative structure of the 

committees, is little known to the present 

generation, yet it was this that stamped the 

character of our Party and laid the foundation of 

its present organization. 

* * * 

It was Vladimir Ilyich's passionate desire to create 

a united solid party, merging into one all the 

detached groups whose attitude to the party was 

based on personal sympathies or antipathies. He 

dreamt of a party in which there would be no 

artificial barriers, national ones included. Hence 

the Struggle with the Bund. The majority of the 

Bund at that time adopted the standpoint of 

Rabocheye Delo. Vladimir Ilyich had no doubts 

that if the Bund joined the Party and kept its 

autonomy only in purely national matters it would 

inevitably have to come into line with the Party. 

But the Bund wanted complete independence on 

all questions. Its leaders talked about a political 

party of their own, unconnected with the 

R.S.D.L.P., and agreed to affiliate only on a federal 

basis. Such tactics were disastrous to the Jewish 

proletariat. The latter could never win by itself. 

Only by joining with the proletariat of all Russia 

could it become a force. The Bundists failed to 

understand that. And so Iskra waged a fierce 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 

Nadezhda Krupskaya was a leading Bolshevik and also Vladimir Lenin's partner. 

We reproduce below some extracts from her reminiscences of Lenin. These 

extracts give a few examples of Lenin's practice of high revolutionary ethics and 

proletarian democracy, which in our view are of immense importance for the 

proletarian revolutionaries everywhere.  

– Editorial Board 
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struggle with the Bund. It was a fight for unity, for 

solidarity or the working-class movement. The 

whole editorial board was in it, but the Bundists 

knew that the most ardent champion in the 

struggle for unity was Vladimir Ilyich. 

* * * 

How Vladimir Ilyich had dreamt of such a 

congress (Brussels Congress - ed)! He always, as 

long as he lived, attached tremendous 

importance to Party congresses. He held the Party 

congress to be the highest authority, where all 

things personal had to be cast aside, where 

nothing was to be concealed, and everything was 

to be open and above board. He always took 

great pains in preparing for Party congresses and 

was particularly careful in thinking out his 

speeches.  

Plekhanov looked forward to the congress just as 

eagerly as Vladimir Ilyich. He opened it. The big 

window of the flour warehouse near the 

improvised platform was covered with some red 

cloth. Everyone was excited. Plekhanov's speech, 

uttered with genuine deep feeling, sounded very 

Solemn. And no wonder! The long years of 

emigrant life seemed to be a thing of the past. He 

was opening the Congress of the Russian Social-

Democratic Labour Party. 

Strictly speaking, the Second Congress was an 

inaugural congress. Fundamental questions of 

theory were raised there, and the foundations of 

Party ideology were laid. At the First Congress 

only the Party's designation and a manifesto on its 

formation had been adopted. Up to the time of the 

Second Congress the Party had had no 

programme. The editorial board of Iskra had 

drafted such a programme, and it had been under 

discussion for a long time. Every word, every 

sentence had been motivated, and weighed, and 

hotly debated. Correspondence on the 

programme had been carried on for months 

between the Munich and Swiss sections of the 

editorial board. Many practical workers regarded 

these disputes to be of a purely abstract nature 

and did not think it mattered whether a "more-or-

less" proviso was left standing in the programme 

or not. 

Vladimir Ilyich and I were once reminded of a 

simile used by Lev Tolstoy. He was going along 

and saw from afar a man squatting and waving his 

arms about in a ridiculous way; a madman, he 

thought, but when he drew nearer, he saw it to be 

a man sharpening a knife on the kerb. The same 

thing happens in theoretical disputes. From the 

outside it seems a sheer waste of time, but when 

you go into the matter more deeply you see that it 

is a momentous issue. It was like that with the 

programme…. 

During the debates on these questions Vladimir 

Ilyich felt more than usually close to Plekhanov. 

The latter's speech to the effect that the thesis "the 

good of the revolution is the highest law" should 

be considered the basic democratic principle, 

and that even the idea of universal franchise 

should be regarded from the point of view of this 

principle, made a profound impression on 

Vladimir Ilyich. He recollected it fourteen years 

later, when the Bolsheviks were faced with the 

question of dismissing the Constituent Assembly. 

Another speech of Plekhanov's that fell in with 

Vladimir Ilyich's ideas was that in which he spoke 

about the importance of popular education as 

being the "guarantee of the rights of the 

proletariat."  

Plekhanov felt close to Lenin, too, at the congress. 

* * * 

In his booklet One Step Forward, Two Steps Back 

he wrote: 

"I cannot help recalling in this connection a 

conversation I happened to have at the congress 

with one of the 'Centre' delegates.' How 

oppressive the atmosphere is at our congress!' he 

had complained. 'This bitter fighting, this 

agitation one against the other, this biting 

controversy, this uncomradely attitude...''What a 

splendid thing our congress is!' I replied.' A free 

and open struggle. Opinions have been stated. 

The shades have been brought out. The groups 

have taken shape. Hands have been raised. A 

decision has been taken. A stage has been 

passed. Forward! That's the stuff for me! That's life! 

That's not like the endless, tedious word-

chopping of intellectuals which terminates not 

because the question has been settled, but 

because they are too tired to talk any more.... The 

comrade of the 'Centre' had looked at me with a 

puzzled expression and shrugged his shoulders. 

We were speaking in different tongues."  

Here, in this quotation we have the whole of Ilyich. 
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* * * 

Vehement though he was in the debates, Vladimir 

Ilyich was absolutely impartial as chairman and 

never treated an opponent unfairly. Not so 

Plekhanov. When he was in the chair, he liked to 

flash his wit and tease his opponent. 

Although there were no differences among the 

overwhelming majority of the delegates on the 

question or the Bund's place in the Party, on the 

question of the programme, and the acceptance 

of the Iskra line as their banner, a definite rift 

made itself felt half-way through the congress, 

which deepened towards the end…. the congress 

was clearly divided. Many were inclined to blame 

Plekhanov's tactlessness, Lenin's "vehemence" 

and "ambition," Pavlovich's pinpricks, and the 

unfair treatment of Zasulich and Axelrod – and 

they sided with those who had a grievance. They 

missed the substance through looking at 

personalities. Trotsky was one of them. He 

became a fierce opponent of Lenin. And the 

substance was this – that the comrades grouped 

around Lenin were far more seriously committed 

to principles, which they wanted to see applied at 

all cost and pervading all the practical work. The 

other group had more of the man-in-the-street 

mentality, were given to compromise and 

concessions in principle, and had more regard for 

persons. 

* * * 

After the congress Vladimir Ilyich did not object 

when Glebov suggested co-opting the old 

editorial board – better to rough it the old way 

than to have a split. But the Mensheviks refused. 

In Geneva Vladimir Ilyich tried to make it up with 

Martov, and wrote to Potresov, reassuring him 

that they had nothing to quarrel about. He also 

wrote to Kalmykova (Auntie) about the split, and 

told her how matters stood. He could not believe 

that there was no way out. Obstructing the 

decisions of the congress, staking the work in 

Russia and the efficacy of the newly formed Party 

struck him as sheer madness, something 

unbelievable. At times he saw clearly that a 

rupture was unavoidable. He started a letter to 

Clair once, saying that the latter simply could not 

imagine the present situation, that one had to 

realize that the old relations had radically 

changed, that the old friendship with Martov was 

at an end; old friendships were to be forgotten, 

and the fight was starting. Vladimir Ilyich did not 

finish that letter or post it. It was very hard for him 

to have to break with Martov. Their work together 

in St. Petersburg and on the old Iskra had drawn 

them close together. Extremely sensitive, Martov 

in those days had been very quick at grasping 

Ilyich's thoughts and developing them in a 

talented manner. Afterwards Vladimir Ilyich had 

fiercely fought the Mensheviks, but whenever 

Martov's line showed a tendency to right itself, his 

old attitude towards him revived. Such was the 

case, for example, in Paris in 1910, when Vladimir 

Ilyich and Martov worked together on the 

editorial board of Sotsial-Demokrat (Social-

Democrat). Coming home from the office, 

Vladimir Ilyich often used to tell me in a pleased 

tone that Martov was taking a correct line and 

even coming out against Dan. Afterward, in 

Russia, Vladimir Ilyich was very pleased with 

Martov's stand during the July days, not because 

it was any good to the Bolsheviks, but because 

Martov bore himself as behoves a revolutionary. 

Vladimir Ilyich was already seriously ill when he 

said to me once sadly: "They say Martov is dying 

too."  

* * * 

Vladimir Ilyich and I took our rucksacks and went 

out hiking in the mountains for a month. Beast 

joined us, but soon gave it up, saying: "You 

people like to go to places where there isn't even 

a living cat, but I must have human society." 

Indeed, we always chose the loneliest trails that 

led into the wilds, away from any people….  

We had very little money and lived mostly on cold 

food such as eggs and cheese, washed down with 

wine or water from a spring; we rarely had a 

proper dinner. At one little inn patronized by 

Social-Democrats a worker gave us a good tip. 

"Don't dine with the tourists, but with the 

coachmen, chauffeurs and labourers – it's twice as 

cheap and more filling." We took his advice. The 

civil servants and shopkeepers who ape the 

bourgeoisie would sooner stop going out 

altogether than sit down at the same table with a 

servant. This middle-class snobbery is very 

widespread in Europe. They talk a lot about 

democracy there, but to sit down at the same table 

with the servants – not at home, but in a smart 

hotel – is more than any snob trying to make his 

way in the world can stomach. It gave Vladimir 

Ilyich special pleasure, therefore, to sit down in 

the common room to have his meal. He ate there 

with a keener relish and was full of praise for the 
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cheap but satisfying food. After that we would 

sling on our rucksacks and continue on our way.  

* * * 

Presently (1905 – ed) Gapon arrived in Geneva. 

He was taken up first by the Socialist-

Revolutionaries, who tried to make out that Gapon 

was their man, and that the whole labour 

movement in St. Petersburg was their handiwork, 

too. They boosted Gapon and made a terrible fuss 

of him. Gapon was in the limelight at that time and 

the London Times paid him fabulous sums for 

every line he wrote. 

Sometime after Gapon's arrival in Geneva a 

Socialist-Revolutionary lady called one evening 

and told Vladimir Ilyich that Gapon wished to 

meet him. A rendezvous was arranged on 

"neutral" ground in a cafe. That evening Vladimir 

Ilyich paced up and down his room without 

lighting the lamp. 

Gapon was a living part of the growing revolution 

in Russia, a man closely bound up with the 

working-class masses who implicitly believed in 

him. Ilyich was excited at the prospect of meeting 

that man. 

One comrade was recently shocked to learn that 

Vladimir Ilyich had had to do with Gapon. 

Of course, one could simply have dismissed 

Gapon by deciding beforehand that nothing good 

could ever be expected of a priest. That is what 

Plekhanov did. He gave Gapon a very cool 

reception. But Lenin's strength lay in the fact that 

to him the revolution was a living thing, like a face 

that one could study in all its varied features, 

because he knew and understood what the 

masses wanted. And a knowledge of the masses 

can only be obtained by contact with them. Ilyich 

was curious to know what influence Gapon could 

have had upon the masses. 

Vladimir Ilyich related his impressions of Gapon 

after returning from the meeting. Gapon was still 

red-hot from the breath of the revolution. 

Speaking about the St. Petersburg workers, he 

stormed against the Tsar and his myrmidons. 

Naive though his indignation was in many ways, it 

was none the less honest. It was in keeping with 

the mood of the working-class masses. "He has a 

lot to learn, though," Vladimir Ilyich said. "I told 

him: 'Don't you listen to flattery, my dear man. If 

you don't study, that is where you'll be' – and I 

pointed under the table." 

On February 8 Vladimir Ilyich wrote in No. 7 of 

Vperyod: "Let us hope that G. Gapon, who has had 

such acute personal experience of the change-

over from views of a politically unconscious 

people to revolutionary views, will succeed in 

achieving that clarity of revolutionary outlook 

which is essential in a political leader."  

Gapon never achieved that clarity. He was the son 

of a rich Ukrainian peasant, and never lost touch 

with his family and his village. He knew the 

peasants' needs, and his speech was simple and 

familiar to the uneducated working masses. Very 

likely it was this origin of his, these links with the 

countryside, that accounted for his success; but it 

would be difficult to imagine anyone more 

thoroughly imbued with the priest psychology 

than Gapon was. He had never had any contact 

with revolutionary circles before, and was by 

nature not a revolutionary, but a sly priest, who 

was ready to accept any compromises. … 

He was no good at studying. He spent a lot of time 

learning target shooting and horseback riding, 

but when it came to books it did not work. True, 

on Ilyich's advice, he started to read Plekhanov's 

works, but did so as a matter of duty. He was 

unable to study from books. He was unable to 

learn from life either. The priest mentality blinded 

him. On his return to Russia he backslid into the 

mire of agent provocateur activities. 

From the very first days of the revolution Ilyich 

had seen the whole thing in clear perspective. He 

realized that the movement would now grow like 

an avalanche, that the revolutionary people would 

not stop half-way, and that the workers would 

throw themselves into the fight against the 

autocracy. Whether they would win or lose, the 

outcome of that fight would show. In order to win 

they would have to be well armed. 

Ilyich always had a remarkable flair for deeply 

sensing the moods of the working class at a given 

moment. 

* * * 

The Bolsheviks, in fact, did a great deal in the way 

of preparing the armed uprising. They often 

displayed wonderful heroism and risked their 

lives every minute. Preparation of the armed 

uprising – such was the slogan of the Bolsheviks. 

Gapon, too, spoke about an armed uprising. 

Shortly after his arrival he submitted a proposal 

for a militant agreement between the 
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revolutionary parties. An appraisal of Gapon's 

proposal and a full examination of the whole 

question of militant agreements were given by 

Vladimir Ilyich in No. 7 of Vperyod for February 8, 

1905. 

Gapon undertook to supply arms to the St. 

Petersburg workers. All kinds of donations had 

been put at his disposal, and he used the money 

to buy weapons in England. All arrangements had 

been made at last. A ship was found – the John 

Grafton – whose skipper agreed to take a cargo of 

arms and discharge it on one of the islands near 

the Russian frontier. Gapon had no idea how 

illegal shipments were made and thought it much 

simpler than it really was. He received an illegal 

passport from us and secret addresses and left for 

St. Petersburg to organize the business. To 

Vladimir Ilyich this whole enterprise was a 

passing from words to deeds. The workers had to 

receive arms at all costs. Nothing came of the 

enterprise, however. The Grafton ran aground, 

and in any case, approach to the island proved to 

be impossible. Gapon was unable to do anything 

in St. Petersburg either. He had to hide in the 

working-class slums and live under an assumed 

name. It was terribly difficult to contact people, 

and the addresses of the Socialist-Revolutionaries 

with whom arrangements had to be made for 

taking delivery of the consignments proved to be 

mythical. The Bolsheviks had been the only ones 

to send their people out to the island. All this had 

a stunning effect on Gapon. It was one thing to 

address crowded meetings without running any 

risks, and quite another thing to live 

underground, half-starving and not daring to 

show one's face anywhere. It needed people of 

quite a different revolutionary mould to organize 

illegal shipments of arms, people who were 

prepared to make any sacrifice in utter obscurity. 

Another slogan advanced by Ilyich was that of 

support to the peasants' struggle for land. It would 

enable the working class to lean on the peasantry 

in their struggle Vladimir Ilyich always gave a 

great deal of attention to the peasant question. 

During the discussion of the Party programme at 

the Second Congress Vladimir Ilyich had put 

forward and strongly advocated the slogan of 

restoring to the peasants the otrezki of which they 

had been deprived during the Reform of 1861. 

He believed that in order to win over the 

peasantry a concrete demand that would meet the 

peasantry's most urgent need had to be put 

forward. The peasantry had to be rallied around a 

concrete slogan as had been done in the case of 

the workers, when the Social-Democrats had 

launched their agitation among them with a 

campaign for tea service, for reducing working 

hours, and paying wages punctually. 

The events of 1905 induced Ilyich to re-examine 

this question. His talks with Gapon (a peasant by 

origin, who had not lost touch with the village), 

with Matyushenko, a sailor off the Potemkin, and 

with a number of workers who had arrived from 

Russia and had first-hand knowledge of what was 

going on in the countryside, showed Ilyich that 

the otrezki slogan was no longer adequate, that a 

wider slogan than that was needed – one calling 

for the confiscation of the landowners' estates, and 

all the crown and church lands. Not for nothing 

had Vladimir Ilyich once delved into statistical 

reference books and fully established the 

economic connection between town and country, 

between big and small industry, between the 

working class and the peasantry. He saw that the 

time had come when this economic connection 

would serve the Proletariat as a lever of powerful 

political influence upon the peasantry. He held 

the proletariat to be the only consistently 

revolutionary class. 

I remember an amusing incident, when Gapon 

once asked Vladimir Ilyich to listen to an appeal 

which he had written. He began to read it out with 

great fervour. The appeal was full of abusive 

terms against the Tsar. "We want no tsar," it ran, 

"let there be one master over the land – God, with 

all of you his tenants!" (At that time the peasant 

movement still had as its main objective a 

reduction in land rents.) Vladimir Ilyich burst out 

laughing. Naive though the figure of speech was, 

it revealed most strikingly the very traits that 

made Gapon stand so close to the masses: himself 

a peasant, he had stirred up in the workers, who 

were still half connected with the village, their 

age-old hunger for the land. 

Gapon was put out by Vladimir Ilyich's laughter. 

"If it isn't right, tell me and I'll alter it," he said. 

Vladimir Ilyich became grave at once. "I'm afraid 

that wouldn't be of any use," he said. "My whole 

train of thought is different. Write it in your own 

way, in your own style."  

…. a sweeping revolutionary movement was 

rising among the peasantry. At the December 

Conference in Tammerfors Ilyich had moved that 

the clause concerning the otrezki should be 

struck out of the programme altogether. A clause 
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was inserted instead calling for support to the 

revolutionary measures of the peasantry, 

including confiscation of landowners', 

government, church, monastic and crown lands. 

The German Social-Democrat Kautsky, who was 

then a very influential figure, took a different view 

of the case. He wrote in Neue Zeit at the time that 

the urban revolutionary movement in Russia 

should remain neutral on the question of the 

relations between the peasantry and the 

landowners. 

Kautsky is now one of the most outstanding 

betrayers of the workers' cause, but at that time 

he was considered to be a revolutionary Social-

Democrat, When Bernstein, another German 

Social-Democrat, raised the banner against 

Marxism at the end of the nineties by trying to 

prove that Marx's teaching needed revising, that 

much of it was out of date, and that the aim 

(socialism) was nothing, and the movement 

everything, Kautsky then came out against him in 

defence of Marx's teachings. As a result, Kautsky 

in those days enjoyed the reputation of being one 

of the most revolutionary and consistent of Marx's 

disciples. Kautsky's assertion, however, did not 

shake Ilyich's conviction that the Russian 

revolution could win only if it had the backing of 

the peasantry. 

Kautsky's statement induced Ilyich to check up 

whether Kautsky was correctly presenting the 

case for Marx and Engels. He began to study 

Marx's views on the agrarian movement in 

America in 1848, and Engels views on Henry 

George in 1885. April already saw the publication 

of Vladimir Ilyich's article "Marx on the American 

'Redistribution.' " 

He ends this article with the words: "There is 

hardly another country in the world where the 

peasantry is experiencing such suffering, such 

oppression and degradation as in Russia. The 

more dismal this oppression of the peasantry has 

been, the more powerful will now be its 

awakening, the more invincible its revolutionary 

onslaught. It is the business of the class conscious 

revolutionary proletariat to support this onslaught 

with all its might, so that it may leave no stone 

standing of this old, accursed, feudal and 

autocratic slavish Russia, so that it may create a 

new generation of bold and free people, a new 

republican country in which our proletarian 

struggle for socialism will have room to expand."  

* * * 

In September (1905 - ed) Ilyich wrote to the C.C.: 

"As regards Plekhanov, I am giving you the local 

rumours for your information. He is obviously 

incensed against us for exposing him before the 

International Bureau. He swears like a trooper in 

No. 2 of the Diary of a Social-Democrat. Some 

rumours say he is planning a paper of his own, 

others that he is returning to Iskra. The inference 

is – growing mistrust of him on our part." … 

But when, just as Ilyich was about to leave, news 

came that there was a possibility of setting up a 

daily paper in Russia, he wrote a warm letter to 

Plekhanov urging him to collaborate. "The 

revolution will itself sweep away our tactical 

differences with amazing rapidity...." ".... all this 

will create new ground, upon which it will be 

easier to forget the past and work together for a 

real live cause." Ilyich ended up by asking 

Plekhanov to meet him. I do not remember 

whether that meeting took place or not. Probably 

it did not, otherwise I would hardly have forgotten 

such an episode.  

Plekhanov did not go to Russia in 1905. 

* * * 

Ilyich wrote a report about the Unity Congress to 

the St. Petersburg workers in which he high-

lighted all the differences on vital issues. 

"Freedom of discussion, unity of action is what we 

must strive for," Ilyich wrote in his report. "All 

Social-Democrats agree among themselves in 

Supporting the revolutionary action of the 

peasantry and criticizing petty-bourgeois 

utopias...." "In the elections (to the Duma - N.K.) 

complete unity of action is imperative. The 

congress has decided that we should all vote 

wherever there are any elections. No criticism for 

taking part in the elections is to be made during 

the elections. The action of the proletariat must be 

united." … 

On May 9 Vladimir Ilyich, for the first time in 

Russia, addressed a huge mass meeting at 

Panina's People's House under the name of 

Karpov. The hall was packed with workers from 

all districts. The police were noticeably absent. 

The two police officers who had hung around at 

the beginning quickly disappeared. "You'd think 

someone had sprinkled insect-powder on 'em," 

some wag remarked. After Ogorodnikov, a 

Constitutional Democrat (Cadet), had spoken, the 

chairman called upon Karpov. I was standing 



THE TRUTH | Year 2 | Issue 2 | June 2021                                                                                                                               54 

among the crowd. Ilyich was terribly agitated. He 

stood silent for about a minute, very pale. All the 

blood had flowed to his heart. You could sense at 

once that the speaker's agitation was 

communicating itself to the audience. Then all of 

a sudden a burst of hand-clapping swept through 

the hall – the Party comrades had recognized 

Ilyich. I remember the puzzled excited face of a 

worker standing next to me. "Who is it? Who is it?" 

he asked. No one answered him. A hush 

descended upon the hall. A wave of extraordinary 

enthusiasm swept the audience after Ilyich's 

speech. At that moment everyone was thinking of 

the coming fight to the finish. 

Red shirts were torn up to make banners, and the 

crowd dispersed to their respective districts with 

revolutionary songs. 

It was a May night, one of those exhilarating St. 

Petersburg white nights. The police we had 

expected to be waiting outside were not there. … 

Ilyich did not have another chance of addressing 

any big public meeting during that revolution. 

* * * 

The Otzovists and Ultimatumists were opposed 

also to the Bolsheviks participating in the trade 

unions and the legal societies. A Bolshevik, they 

declared, should be hard and unyielding. Lenin 

considered this view fallacious. It would mean 

giving up all practical work, standing aside from 

the masses instead of organizing them on real-life 

issues. Prior to the Revolution of 1905 the 

Bolsheviks showed themselves capable of 

making good use of every legal possibility, of 

forging ahead and rallying the masses behind 

them under the most adverse conditions. Step by 

step, beginning with the campaign for tea service 

and ventilation, they had led the masses up to the 

national armed insurrection. The ability to adjust 

oneself to the most adverse conditions and at the 

same time to stand out and maintain one's high-

principled positions – such were the traditions of 

Leninism. (1908 - ed) 

* * * 

The editorial board (Lenin, Rogdanov and 

Innokenty) wrote a letter to Trotsky in Vienna, 

asking him to contribute to the paper. Trotsky 

refused. He did not want to cooperate with the 

Bolsheviks, but he did not say so openly. He 

excused himself on the grounds that he was too 

busy. (1908 - ed) 

* * * 

On the whole the resolutions (Prague Party 

Conference 1912 – ed) were passed unanimously. 

It is absurd to believe that Ilyich was voted down 

by the conciliators and gave ground. The plenary 

meeting lasted three weeks. Ilyich believed that 

the utmost concession should be made on 

organizational issues without yielding an inch of 

ground on fundamental issues. The organ of the 

Bolshevik group – Proletary – was closed down. 

The remaining 500-ruble notes were burnt. The 

funds of the Bolshevik group were handed over to 

three trustees – Kautsky, Mehring and Clara 

Zetkin – to be issued by them only for general 

Party needs. In the event of a split, the money left 

over was to be refunded to the Bolsheviks. 

Kamenev was sent to Vienna where he was to 

represent the Bolsheviks on the Trotskyist Pravda. 

"Things have been very 'stormy' here recently, 

but the end of it was an attempt to make peace 

with the Mensheviks," Vladimir Ilyich wrote to his 

sister Anna Ilyinichna. "Yes, strange as it may 

seem, the organ of our group has been closed 

down and we are trying to make a stronger move 

towards unity." 

* * * 

It was characteristic of Ilyich that he was able to 

draw the line between disputes on fundamental 

issues and squabbling and personal grievances, 

was able to set the interests of the cause above all 

else. Plekhanov might heap abuse on his head, 

but if the cause required unity with him, Ilyich was 

not one to hold back. Alexinsky might fight his 

way into a meeting of the group and conduct 

himself disgracefully, but once he realized that it 

was necessary to work wholeheartedly in Pravda, 

to fight the Liquidators and stand up for the Party, 

Ilyich was well pleased. One could cite dozens of 

examples like this. Ilyich hit back hard when he 

was attacked, and defended his point of view, but 

when new problems had to be tackled and it was 

found possible to cooperate with his opponent, 

Ilyich was able to approach his opponent of 

yesterday as a comrade. He did not have to make 

any special effort to do this. Herein lay Ilyich's 

tremendous advantage. Very guarded though he 

always was on matters where principles were 

involved, he was a great optimist as far as people 

were concerned. Despite an occasional error of 

judgement, this optimism of his was, on the whole, 

very useful to the cause. But where there was no 
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agreement on matters of principle, there was no 

reconciliation. 

* * * 

The building up of socialism is not merely a matter 

of economic construction. Economics is only the 

foundation of socialist construction, its basis and 

premise; the crux of socialist construction lies in 

reconstructing the whole social fabric anew, 

rebuilding it on the basis of socialist revolutionary 

democratism. This, if anything, is what most 

divided Lenin and Trotsky all the time. Trotsky 

failed to grasp the democratic spirit, the 

democratic principles of socialist construction, 

the process of reorganizing the entire mode of life 

of the masses. 

* * * 

"In approaching the masses, we must offer 

concrete answers to all questions."  

We must be able, said Ilyich, to carry on the work 

of explanation not only among the proletariat, but 

also among wide sections of the petty 

bourgeoisie. 

Speaking of control, Vladimir Ilyich said: "To 

control, one must have power. If the broad masses 

of the petty-bourgeois bloc do not understand 

this, we must have the patience to explain it to 

them, but under no circumstances must we tell 

them an untruth." Ilyich never stooped to 

demagogy, and this the soldiers and peasants 

who spoke to him always felt. Confidence, 

however, is not won off-hand. Even in those 

stirring times Ilyich kept a level head.  

* * * 

Addressing the congress on the evening of 

October 26 (November 8, New Style) in support of 

the Decree on Land, Ilyich said: 

"Voices are being raised here that the decree 

itself and the mandate were drawn up by the 

Socialist-Revolutionaries. What of it? Does it 

matter who drew them up? As a democratic 

government, we cannot ignore the decision of the 

rank and file of the people, even though we may 

disagree with it. In the fire of experience, 

applying the decree in practice, and carrying it 

out locally, the peasants will themselves realize 

where the truth lies.... Life is the best teacher and 

it will show who is right. Let the peasants solve this 

problem from one end and we shall solve it from 

the other. Life will oblige us to draw together in 

the general stream of revolutionary creative 

work, in the elaboration of new state forms.... The 

peasants have learnt something during the eight 

months of our revolution; they want to settle all 

land questions themselves. We are therefore 

opposed to all amendments to this draft law. We 

want no details in it, for we are writing a decree, 

not a programme of action." (Works, Vol. 26, pp. 

228-29.) We have all of Ilyich in those words–an 

Ilyich free from petty conceit (it does not matter 

who said it, so long as it says the right thing), 

taking into consideration the opinion of the rank 

and file, appreciating the power of revolutionary 

creative work, clearly understanding that the 

masses are best convinced by practice and 

experience, and that the hard facts of life would 

show them that the Bolsheviks' point of view had 

been correct. 

* * * 

In the latter half of January (1918 - ed) the Brest 

negotiations had assumed a different character: 

the preying wolf of German imperialism had 

seized us by the throat, and we had to answer 

immediately, either by agreeing to an 

annexationist peace or by continuing the war, 

knowing beforehand that we would be beaten in 

it. Lenin's point of view, in the long run, prevailed, 

but the inner-Party struggle, which had lasted two 

months, told on him very painfully. Ilyich had 

been pressing for the conclusion of peace. He had 

been backed whole-heartedly by Sverdlov and 

Stalin, supported without vacillation by Smilga 

and Sokolnikov. But the overwhelming majority of 

the Central Committee members and their 

following, the men with whom the October 

Revolution had been made, had been against 

Lenin. They had challenged his point of view, and 

drawn the local committees into the struggle. The 

Petrograd Committee and the Moscow Regional 

Committee had been against him too. The "Left" 

Communist faction had begun to issue their own 

daily paper in Petrograd (Communist) in which 

they had talked themselves into such ridiculous 

statements as that it were better to let the Soviet 

power perish than to conclude a shameful peace, 

and argued about a revolutionary fight without 

regard for the actual balance of forces. They held 

that concluding peace with the German 

imperialist government was tantamount to 

surrendering all our revolutionary positions and 

betraying the cause of the international 

proletariat. Among the "Left" Communists were 

quite a number of intimate comrades with whom 
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Ilyich had been working hand in hand for years 

and whom he had been accustomed to look to for 

support during critical moments of the struggle. 

Now a void had been formed round him. The 

things he was accused of! Trotsky had a good deal 

to say. A lover of fine words, who liked to strike 

an attitude, he thought not so much of how to get 

the Soviet Republic out of the war and give it a 

respite to recuperate and rally the masses, as to 

cut a figure ("We conclude no degrading peace, 

we fight no war"). Ilyich called this a lordly, 

grand-seignior pose, and the slogan an 

adventurist gamble which gave the country over 

to pillage and anarchy, a country where the 

proletariat had taken over the helm of power and 

great construction was being started. 

The majority of votes on the Central Committee 

had been against Lenin at first. On January 24 the 

majority (nine members) voted for Trotsky's 

motion—we conclude no peace and demobilize 

the army—with seven voting against. On 

February 3, on the question whether peace should 

be concluded now or not, five voted for and nine 

against; on February 17 five voted for an 

immediate offer of peace to Germany and six 

against; on February 18, on the question of 

whether we should offer the Germans to resume 

peace negotiations, six voted for and seven 

against. 

Not until the Germans, on February 23, had 

presented their terms and demanded a reply 

within forty-eight hours, while their troops began 

to advance and take town after town, did the 

situation change. Lenin declared that if this policy 

of revolutionary phrasemongery continued he 

would resign from the Central Committee and the 

government. Voting on the question of whether to 

accept the German terms or not gave the 

following result: seven in favour and four against, 

with four abstentions including Trotsky, who 

shrank from taking upon himself responsibility on 

such a momentous issue at such an important 

time. The leading five who voted for concluding 

peace even on the Germans' terms (Lenin, 

Sverdlov, Stalin, Sokolnikov and Smilga) were 

joined by Zinoviev and Stasova. The opponents of 

peace were allowed freedom of agitation.  

  

CHE GUEVARA 

REMEMBERING THE 

REVOLUTIONARY ON HIS 

93RD BIRTHDAY 

Ernesto “Che” Guevara was a 

militant revolutionary who played 

a major role in the Cuban 

Revolution of 1950s alongside 

Comrade Fidel Castro. Born in 

Argentina, he was also greatly 

involved in various people’s 

rebellions in Latin America and 

Africa, and was brutally 

assassinated by the CIA-backed 

forces in Bolivia in 1967 aged 39 

years. 

“If you tremble with indignation at 

every injustice then you are a 

comrade of mine.” 

 
14th June 1928 – 9th October 1967 
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Comrades, today, when the workers of all 

countries are honouring the memory of the heroic 

rise and tragic end of the Paris Commune we have 

to inter the remains of Yakov Mikhailovich 

Sverdlov. In the course of our revolution, and in 

its victories, Comrade Sverdlov succeeded in 

expressing more fully and integrally than 

anybody else the chief and most important 

features of the proletarian revolution, and this, 

even more than his boundless devotion to the 

cause of the revolution, made him significant as a 

leader of the proletarian revolution.  

Comrades, people who judge by what they see on 

the surface, the numerous enemies of our 

revolution, and those who to this day vacillate 

between the revolution and its opponents, 

consider the most striking feature of our 

revolution to be the determined and relentlessly 

firm way it has dealt with the exploiters and the 

enemies of the working people. There is no doubt 

that without this, without revolutionary violence, 

the proletariat could not have triumphed. Nor can 

there be any doubt that revolutionary violence 

was a necessary and legitimate weapon of the 

revolution only at definite stages of its 

development, only under definite and special 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 

Yakov Sverdlov, born on 3rd June 1885, was one of the most important members 

of Lenin’s Bolshevik Party. He was appointed the Chairman of Central 

Executive Committee of the All-Russian Congress of Soviets and the Chairman 

of the Secretariat of the Russian Communist Party (Bolshevik) from 1917 and 

1918 respectively until his death in 1919. Comrade Sverdlov died on 16th March 

1919 due to influenza during the Spanish Flu period. 

On Comrade Yakov Sverdlov’s birthday, we present the speech made by V. I. 

Lenin in memory of Yakov Sverdlov at a special session of the All-Russia 

Central Executive Committee on 18th March 1919 following Sverdlov’s demise. 
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conditions, and that a far more profound and 

permanent feature of this revolution and condition 

of its victory was, and remains, the organisation of 

the proletarian masses, the organisation of the 

working people. And it is this organisation of 

millions of working people that constitutes the 

best stimulant for the revolution, its deepest 

source of victory. And it is this feature of the 

proletarian revolution which, in the course of the 

struggle, brought to the fore those leaders who 

best expressed that specific feature of our 

revolution that was never seen in revolutions 

before, namely, the organisation of the masses. 

This feature of the proletarian revolution also 

brought to the fore Yakov Sverdlov, a man who 

was first and foremost an organiser. 

Comrades, we Russian revolutionaries, 

particularly in the stern days of the prolonged, 

sometimes painful and excessively long period of 

preparation for the revolution, suffered because 

of the gulf between theory, principle and 

programme and our practical work. We suffered 

most of all from a too deep engrossment in theory 

divorced from direct action. 

The history of the Russian revolutionary 

movement over a period of many decades 

contains a list of martyrs who were devoted to the 

revolutionary cause, but who had no opportunity 

to put their revolutionary ideals into practice. In 

this respect, the proletarian revolution, for the 

first time, provided these formerly isolated 

heroes of the revolutionary struggle with real 

ground, a real basis, a real environment, a real 

audience, and a real proletarian army in which 

they could display their talents. And in this 

respect, the most outstanding leaders are those 

who, as practical, efficient organisers, have 

succeeded in winning for themselves an 

exceptionally prominent place such as Yakov 

Sverdlov won for himself and rightly occupied. 

If we survey the life of this leader of the 

proletarian revolution we see that his wonderful 

organising talents developed in the course of long 

struggle. We see that this leader of the proletarian 

revolution himself cultivated every one of his 

wonderful gifts as a great revolutionary who had 

passed through and experienced different 

epochs in the severest conditions of revolutionary 

activity. He dedicated himself entirely to the 

revolution in the very first period of his activities, 

when still a youth who had barely acquired 

political consciousness. In that period, at the very 

beginning of the twentieth century, Comrade 

Sverdlov stood before us as the most perfect type 

of professional revolutionary, a man who had 

entirely given up his family and all the comforts 

and habits of the old bourgeois society, a man 

who devoted himself heart and soul to the 

revolution, and who for many years, even 

decades, passing from prison to exile and from 

exile to prison, cultivated those characteristics 

which steeled revolutionaries for many, many 

years. 

However, this professional revolutionary never, 

not even for a moment, lost contact with the 

masses. Although the conditions of tsarism 

condemned him, like all the revolutionaries of 

those days, mainly to underground, illegal 

activities, even then, even in those underground 

and illegal activities, Sverdlov always marched 

shoulder to shoulder and hand in hand with the 

advanced workers who, at the beginning of the 

twentieth century, began to take the place of the 

earlier generation of revolutionary intellectuals. 

It was at this time that scores and hundreds of 

advanced workers took up activities and acquired 

that steel-like hardness in the revolutionary 

struggle which, together with the closest contact 

with the masses, made it possible to bring about 

a successful proletarian revolution in Russia. It is 

precisely this long period of illegal activity that 

most of all characterises the man who was 

constantly in the fight, who never lost contact with 

the masses, who never left Russia, who always 

worked in conjunction with the best of the 

workers, and who, in spite of the isolation from 

general life to which persecution condemned the 

revolutionary, succeeded in becoming not only a 

beloved leader of the workers, not only a leader 

who was most familiar with practical work, but 

also an organiser of the advanced proletarians. 

Some people were of the opinion—and this 

applies mostly to our opponents, or to the 

waverers—that this complete absorption in illegal 

activities, this specific feature of the professional 

revolutionary, cut him off from the masses. But the 

revolutionary activities of Yakov Sverdlov prove 

to us how utterly mistaken this opinion was, that, 

on the contrary, this boundless devotion to the 

revolutionary cause, which is typical of the lives 

of people who had seen the inside of many 

prisons and had been in exile in the remotest 

regions of Siberia, produced such leaders, the 

flower of our proletariat. And when this was 

combined with a knowledge of men and 

organisational ability, it produced great 
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organisers. The illegal circles, revolutionary 

underground work, the illegal Party, which 

nobody personified or expressed so integrally as 

Yakov Sverdlov—this was the practical school 

through which he passed, and the only school that 

could have enabled him to reach the position of 

the first man in the first socialist Soviet Republic, 

the position of the first organiser of the broad 

proletarian masses. 

Comrades, all those who, like myself, have had 

occasion to work with Comrade Sverdlov day 

after day, had it vividly brought home to them that 

it was the exceptional organising talent of this 

man which gave us that which we have been so 

proud of, so justly proud of, up to now. He made it 

possible for us to carry on concerted, efficient, 

really organised activities, activities worthy of the 

organised proletarian masses, and answering to 

the requirements of the proletarian revolution—

those concerted, organised activities without 

which we could not have achieved a single 

success, without which we could not have 

overcome any one of the innumerable difficulties 

which we have had to face, and without which we 

would not have been able to stand up to any one 

of the severe trials we experienced in the past, 

and are experiencing at the present time 

In that seething struggle that is revolution, at that 

special post which every revolutionary occupies, 

at a time when the work of even a small body of 

men takes the form of deliberations, of enormous 

importance is high moral prestige won in the 

course of the struggle, unquestionable and 

unchallenged prestige, the roots of which lie, of 

course not in abstract morals, but in the morals of 

the revolutionary fighter, the morals of the rank 

and file of the revolutionary masses. 

The fact that for over a year we have been able to 

bear the incredible burdens that have fallen to the 

lot of a narrow circle of devoted revolutionaries, 

the fact that the leading groups could so firmly, 

quickly, and unanimously decide the most 

difficult problems, is due entirely to the 

prominent place among them occupied by such 

an exceptionally talented organiser as Yakov 

Sverdlov. He alone managed to acquire an 

amazing knowledge of the leading men of the 

proletarian movement, he alone, in the course of 

the long years of struggle—to which I can refer 

here only very briefly—succeeded in acquiring 

the wonderful intuition of the practical worker, the 

wonderful talent of an organiser, an absolutely 

unchallenged prestige, thanks to which he was 

able to take sole charge of some of the largest 

branches of the work of the All-Russia Central 

Executive Committee which only a group of 

ordinary people could cope with. He alone 

succeeded in winning for himself such a position 

that on a large number of extremely big and 

important practical questions of organisation, his 

mere word was sufficient to secure an 

unchallenged and final settlement, without 

conferences, without a formal vote; and 

everybody felt convinced that the questions had 

been settled on the basis of such profound 

practical knowledge and organising intuition that 

not only hundreds and thousands of advanced 

workers, but also the masses would accept that 

settlement as final. 

History long ago proved that in the course of the 

struggle great revolutions bring great men to the 

forefront and develop talents that had previously 

seemed impossible. Nobody would have 

believed that the school of the illegal study circle 

and underground activities, the school of the 

small, persecuted Party, the school of Turukhansk 

prison could produce this organiser who won 

absolutely unchallenged prestige, the organiser 

of Soviet power throughout Russia, the man, 

unique in his knowledge, who organised the work 

of the Party which created the Soviets and 

established the Soviet government which is now 
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making its arduous, painful, bloody but 

triumphant advance to all nations, to all countries 

throughout the world. 

We shall never be able to replace this man who 

had cultivated such an exceptional organising 

talent, if by replacement we mean finding one 

man, one comrade, with all these qualities. 

Nobody who has been close to Yakov Sverdlov 

and has watched him constantly at work can have 

any doubt that in this respect he is irreplaceable. 

The work he performed as an organiser, in 

choosing men and appointing them to 

responsible posts in all the various departments, 

will be performed in future only if we appoint 

whole groups of men to handle the different major 

departments that he had sole charge of, and if 

these men, following in his footsteps, come near 

to doing what this one man did alone. 

But the proletarian revolution is strong precisely 

because its roots run deep. We know that it 

promotes new men to take the place of those who 

devotedly sacrificed their lives in the struggle, 

they are perhaps less experienced, possess less 

knowledge, and are at first less trained, but they 

are men who have broad contacts with the masses 

and who are capable of promoting from their 

ranks groups of men to take the place of the 

departed geniuses, to continue their cause, to 

continue along the road they pursued and to 

complete what they had begun. In this respect we 

are fully convinced that the proletarian revolution 

in Russia and all over the world will promote 

group after group of men, numerous sections of 

the proletariat and of the working peasantry, 

which will possess that practical knowledge of 

life, that organising talent, collective if not 

individual, without which the million-strong army 

of the proletariat cannot achieve victory. 

The memory of Comrade Yakov Sverdlov will 

serve not only as a permanent symbol of the 

revolutionary’s devotion to his cause and as the 

model of how to combine a practical sober mind, 

practical skill, close contact with the masses and 

ability to guide them; it is also a pledge that ever-

growing numbers of proletarians, guided by 

these examples, will march forward to the 

complete victory of the world communist 

revolution.  

  

MAXIM GORKY 

REMEMBERING THE 

REVOLUTIONARY WRITER AND 

ACTIVIST ON HIS 85TH DEATH 

ANNIVERSARY 

Maxim Gorky, originally Alexei 

Maximovich Peshkov, was a Soviet 

revolutionary writer and political 

activist who is best known for being 

the author of the timeless 

revolutionary classic ‘Mother’ 

(1906). He was the founder of the 

‘socialist realism’ literary method 

and was also active in Lenin’s 

Bolshevik Party before and during 

the Russian Revolution. 

“Everybody, my friend, everybody 

lives for something better to come. 

That's why we want respect for every 

man — who knows what's in him, why 

he was born and what he can do?” 

- Gorky (The Lower Depths, 1902)

 

28th March 1868 – 18th June 1936 
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Palestine faced one of the worst attacks in the 

past days which began on 10th May ‘21 and 

continued for 11 days. It ended with a ceasefire 

agreement between Israeli government and the 

militant nationalist Palestinian group, Hamas. 

Since the creation of Israel in 1948, which 

resulted in the forced expulsion of more than 

700,000 Palestinians from their homes and land, 

the Palestinians have lived their life from one 

ceasefire to another. Celebrations were seen on 

the streets of Palestine after the ceasefire, but 

life for many Palestinians will never be the same 

again. After the death of 232 Palestinian 

civilians, including 65 children and the 

destruction of dozens of schools, homes, 

hospitals, libraries, media houses, etc., the 

Palestinians are forced to deal with their grief 

amidst the acute scarcity of resources resulting 

from the destruction. The bombardments by the 

Israeli forces, which mainly targeted the 

civilians, resulted in, apart from the complete 

destruction of many houses and buildings, the 

disruption of water supply, electricity 

connections, medicines, etc. The New York 

Times reported that the only corona testing 

laboratory in Gaza was destroyed during the air 

strikes. A desalination plant providing fresh 

water to 250,000 people is not working and 

water pipelines serving about 800,000 people 

have been destroyed. Six hospitals and eight 

clinics were damaged during the airstrike. 

Their whole life has been uprooted and 

reduced to rubble. They have now to start 

afresh the process of rebuilding what’s left of it, 

until someone with the controls again says, 

“Fire!”. 

The history of the Palestinian crisis dates back 

to more than 200 years, but it got accentuated 

with the formation of Israel in 1948. The concept 

of Zionism, a religious, nationalist and political 

movement aimed at propagation of Zionism and 

the formation of a Jewish State (based on 

religious Zionist principles) in the region of 

Palestine, was given by Theodor Herzl in the 

19th Century. During and after WW2, the Jews 

fled Germany in order to escape persecution 

by Nazis and found shelter in Palestine, 

however the settling of Jews in Palestine had 

begun long before that. Through the years the 

Zionist movement grew stronger, not without 

the help of outside imperialist forces. The 

Zionist Conference held in Baltimore Hotel in 

New York City in 1942 solidified and brought in 

the open the relation between Zionist forces 

and American imperialism. And it was with the 

help of these imperialist forces that Israel 

declared statehood in 1948 which resulted in 

more than 700,000 Palestinians forcibly thrown 

out of their homes and lands by armed Zionist 

groups. It was the beginning of a long-drawn 

war on Palestine which is continuing even now. 

FACTORS BEHIND THE CRISIS IN 

PALESTINE 

It does not take much to figure out the role of 

imperialist forces in the whole “conflict” 

between Israel and Palestine. First the British 

and now the US imperialist forces have 

accentuated the crisis resulting in so much 

death and destruction. The role of American 

Imperialism has been particularly diabolic as is 

evident from the blockade created by them 

(third time in a row) in the United Nation 

Security Council (UNSC) regarding the joint 

statement condemning Israel's use of military 

tactics and calling for immediate ceasefire 

between Israeli government and Hamas.  

The real motive behind all this is America’s 

policy of absolute subjugation of West Asia. We 

are well aware of the vast reserves of oil present 

in the West Asian Countries. In order to gain 

INTERNATIONAL 

https://youtu.be/BZ6X-XOl8Ds
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/18/world/middleeast/gaza-humanitarian-disaster.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/18/world/middleeast/gaza-humanitarian-disaster.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/5/17/no-us-action-after-third-unsc-meeting-on-israel-palestine
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complete control over these oil reserves, 

America has used the policy of making tactical 

allies and using them to crush the voices of 

dissent in the Middle-East. Today, Israel has 

become America’s most trusted and strongest 

military post in the Middle-east. It has been 

glutted with arms, ammunition and latest 

military technologies in the guise of supporting 

Israel’s “fight for its rights” which is ultimately 

being used to subjugate and oppress other 

Middle-eastern countries, of course including 

Palestine. Similar attempts to subjugate 

countries like Syria, Iran, Jordan, etc have been 

made with the help of CIA-funded coups which 

crushed anti-American mass uprisings, 

dethroned elected representatives and placed 

spineless puppets in their place to ensure 

America’s dominance. Hence, to not look at the 

Israel-Palestine “conflict” keeping in mind the 

interventionist role of US-imperialism as the 

main guiding factor will lead us to wrong 

conclusions. 

ZIONISM AND OTHER FACTORS 

Zionism is a religious, political and nationalist 

movement which aims at the formation of a 

fascist Jewish state. As Hindutva and Hindu 

Rashtra are used in India to further the cause of 

capitalists and corporates, in the same way 

Zionism is used in Israel to serve the capitalist-

imperialist forces. Like in India, to hoodwink 

masses in the name of religion is just a gimmick 

or a tool to get them rally behind the fascists. In 

India, fascism propagates the concept of a 

shadow enemy and pseudo-nationalism to stifle 

the voices of dissent and reason. In this era of 

moribund capitalism where capitalists find it 

difficult to maintain even the average rate of 

profit by normal means, they resort to extreme 

measures to ensure profit and for this the veil 

separating the government and the capitalist 

class needs to be removed and the capitalists 

come out in their true form to amass maximum 

profit by sucking the life out of all the resources 

available (both human labour and natural 

resources). This results in massive 

unemployment, lay-offs and attacks on the 

livelihoods of people along with curtailment of 

their rights. Pseudo-Nationalism and extreme 

communalism ensures that the mass outcry, a 

result of stifling of “democracy” and attack on 

livelihood, is diluted and the 

government/capitalists are saved from the ire 

of the people.  

In the same way, the imperialist forces fuel 

Zionist propaganda and in the wake of this 

increase militarisation of their military post, 

Israel. The oppressors don't even spare their 

own countrymen when the dissenters among 

them raise their voice against US imperialism. 

Protesters from the Joint List (the left coalition of 

which the Communist Party of Israel is a 

member) were out on the streets on 11th May 

‘21 where they had a face off with the racist 

Religious Zionist Party. Many voices of dissent 

and reason have been and continued to be 

stifled in the name of religion and nationalism, 

even within their own boundaries. 

The Hamas or other such islamist 

fundamentalist groups that sprout up in 

Palestine many a times become the guiding 

point of discussion against Palestine’s struggle 

among the right wing and liberal sections. But 

this is just a diversion. The struggle of Palestine 

is being fought by every Palestinian man, 

woman and child and any such attempt to 

tarnish their just struggle should be called out 

for what it is. Moreover, such religious 

fundamentalist forces, be it on any side of the 

border, are fueled by the imperialist powers. 

This firstly serves to weaken and isolate the 

Palestinians in their struggle against Israel and 

secondly, it provides the imperialist forces with 

an excuse to continue bombing the civilians in 

“retaliation”. The data makes the idea of 

“retaliation” much clearer; according to the 

United Nations, approximate total deaths from 

Palestine and Israel within the period of 2008 to 

2020 are 5590 and 251 respectively.  

CAPITALIST CRISIS USHERS IN WAR AND 

DESTRUCTION 

World capitalism today is face to face with the 

worst crisis of its lifetime. Unlike other crises, 

which were cyclical or periodic, the recovery 

from the current crisis seems impossible. In 

such a situation, the capitalist class all over the 

world has become more and more restless and 

desperate. The laws governing the movement 

of capital in capitalism, i.e., concentration of 

production and centralisation of capital, has led 
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to the rise of monopoly capitalism. This coupled 

with the capitalist crises has worsened the 

situation. The competition between 

capitalists/imperialists to get hold of the 

resources in order to maximise profit may end 

up in more wars and destruction. And the 

Middle-east, which is sitting on vast reserves of 

oil, is and will be facing the brunt of this ruthless 

and cutthroat competition among the 

imperialist forces. America in order to hoard 

the much valuable oil reserves and win the 

global oil race has resorted to subjugating the 

Middle-east by establishing military posts, like 

Israel, and installing pro-American puppet 

regimes and crushing the dissenters with the 

help of CIA. In India, Modi, representing the 

most shrewd and unapologetic section of 

finance capital, has decided to side with Israel, 

i.e., the US-imperialist forces in order to ensure 

a share of the loot.  

SOME LESSONS AND THE WAY TO 

EMANCIPATION 

The current situation of Israel is studded with 

lessons. If a small country or nationality seeks to 

emancipate itself under the wings of a 

capitalist-imperialist power, they will end up 

becoming a mere puppet in the hands of such 

powers. The imperialist forces use such 

nationalities by flaring up the regressive vested 

interests of a section of the population, mainly 

religious fundamentalists or jingoist groups, 

and spread the venom of hatred and fanaticism 

by creating false gods and shadow enemies. 

After the majority population has been fed and 

fueled enough hate and communalism, the 

blood-thirsty herd can be made to look in any 

direction or kill, loot and plunder anyone as per 

the wishes of their imperialist masters. The 

progressive voices, even within the country 

(especially within the country), opposing such 

menace are shunned and silenced by the 

fanatics as anti-national or anti-religion. And 

thus, the country becomes nothing more than a 

tool in the hands of the capitalist-imperialist 

powers and is used to further the cause of 

imperialism in the region (and eventually the 

entire world) by annexing, looting and 

destroying those countries whose people 

refuse to bow down in front of the imperialists.   

The real emancipation of all the oppressed and 

exploited sections of the world rests upon their 

own shoulders. As discussed above, the real 

reason behind the subjugation of countries is 

imperialist loot. The cause of wars and 

destruction taking place all over the world is the 

insatiable capitalist greed. The cyclical crises of 

world capitalism have ended in war and 

destruction in the past as well (WW1, WW2, 

among many others) in search of new markets 

or cheaper resources to solve the crisis of 

overproduction inherent in capitalism and 

there was actually much relief as a result; the 

end of WW2 signified the onset of “golden age 

of capitalism” which reigned on until the 70s. 

But the periodicity of the crises has increased 

ever since and today’s seemingly permanent 

capitalist crisis is different as there appears to 

be little to no scope of solving it. Therefore, the 

wars and destruction might just become more 

and more rampant as the desperation among 

the capitalist/imperialist powers will increase. 

The monopolists and representatives of finance 

capital will not shy away from ripping the world 

into shreds in order to satiate their appetite, and 

as they run out of options in a permanent 

capitalist crisis, they might actually resort to 

this. This end may come as a pandemic caused 

by a deadly virus’s escape from the melting 

glaciers, or the imbalance in nature due to 

global warming, cutting and burning down 

thousands of acres of forested land, or 

imperialist wars, but in one way or the other, the 

forces of darkness will lead to regression, if 

they are not stopped. Rosa Luxemburg’s quote 

sums up the situation perfectly and also shines 

light on the way ahead,  

“Friedrich Engels once said: ‘Bourgeois 

society stands at the crossroads, either 

transition to socialism or regression into 

barbarism.’ … Until now, we have all 

probably read and repeated these words 

thoughtlessly, without suspecting their 

fearsome seriousness. … Today, we face the 

choice exactly as Friedrich Engels foresaw it 

a generation ago: either the triumph of 

imperialism and the collapse of all 

civilization as in ancient Rome, 

depopulation, desolation, degeneration – a 

great cemetery. Or the victory of socialism, 

that means the conscious active struggle of 
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the international proletariat against 

imperialism and its method of war.” 

THE WAY AHEAD  

The only way to defeat such forces of darkness 

is for all the oppressed and exploited sections 

of the world, especially the workers and toilers, 

to form a unity on an international level and fight 

against the capitalist-imperialist-fascist powers 

all across the globe. Be it the subjugation of 

Palestine and the middle-eastern countries, or 

the brutal killing of protesters in Columbia or 

other such attacks. 

The struggle of Palestine has been witnessed by 

the entire world. Protests took place in 

solidarity in London, Barcelona, Chile, 

Scotland, New York City, Baghdad, Athens, 

Tokyo, Brussels, Paris, Toronto, Lebanon, etc. 

The ceasefire may be a battle won, but the war 

is yet to be over. The working class all over the 

world need to prepare for this war against 

imperialism after which the imperialist forces 

will rest forever in the depths of the sea and the 

toilers will build a new world on the rubbles of 

the present one, until then, the struggle needs 

to continue.  

  

ITALIAN PORT 

WORKERS REFUSE TO 

LOAD SHIPMENT OF 

ARMS HEADED FOR 

ISRAEL 

In a bold and welcome move, a 

union of Italian port workers 

refused to load an arms shipment 

destined for Israel, as the 

country’s military continues to 

unleash air strikes on Gaza. 

Union staff in the Tuscan city of 

Livorno would not load the 

shipment, claiming they had 

discovered it was destined for the 

Israeli port of Ashdod. 

“The port of Livorno will not be an 

accomplice in the massacre of the 

Palestinian people,” the L’Unione 

Sindacale di Base (USB) said in a 

statement. 

The USB claimed the ship 

contained “weapons and 

explosives that will serve to kill 

the Palestinian population”. 

USB workers would take part in 

street protests to call for “an 

immediate stop to the bombings 

on Gaza,” the union said in a 

statement. 

 

Source: The Independent 

10 May 2021: East Jerusalem, Israel 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/world-news/colombians-protests-enter-8th-day-police-deploy-tear-gas-ateast-24-died/videoshow/82423935.cms
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/israel-palestine-arms-livorno-port-italy-b1848773.html
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In a development that was celebrated by 

champions of democracy around the world, 

Chilean voters this weekend elected a 

progressive slate of delegates to the constituent 

assembly tasked with rewriting the country's 

right-wing constitution, which was imposed 

more than 40 years ago during Gen. Augusto 

Pinochet's military dictatorship and has 

continued to reproduce inequality for over 

three decades since the end of his rule. 

Progressive International tweeted Monday that 

Chileans took a major step forward in the quest 

to "bury Pinochet's constitution and write a new 

future for Chile"—one that includes guaranteed 

access to public goods such as water, 

education, healthcare, pensions, and other 

necessities. 

"Chile will be the grave of neoliberalism!" the 

group added—a particularly meaningful 

designation given that the country is often 

referred to as the laboratory of neoliberalism, 

where the privatization of everything was first 

tested on an unwilling population. 

After a U.S.-backed coup toppled Chile's 

democratically elected socialist president 

Salvador Allende, on September 11, 1973, 

Pinochet's regime implemented a wave of pro-

market policies under anti-democratic 

circumstances at the behest of economists 

trained at the University of Chicago. This led to 

vast inequalities and rendered egalitarian 

reform exceedingly difficult, even in the post-

dictatorship period that began in 1990. 

There have been numerous attempts over the 

past 30 years to rein in market fundamentalism 

in Chile, but because neoliberalism was so 

deeply embedded in the country's 1980 

constitution, the reign of Pinochet's politics 

outlived the military dictator.  

During a historic referendum last October, 

which represented the culmination of a decades 

long revolt against the neoliberal model, 

Chileans voted in a four-to-one landslide to 

rewrite the dictatorship-era constitution. 

Notably, voters chose for the new constitution to 

be written by a popularly elected assembly of 

constituents rather than a mixed assembly of 

politicians and citizens. 

INTERNATIONAL 

https://nacla.org/news/2020/07/21/chile-post-neoliberal-future-now
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2016/09/chile-coup-santiago-allende-social-democracy-september-11-2
https://tribunemag.co.uk/2020/09/the-rise-of-allende
https://tribunemag.co.uk/2020/10/today-is-chiles-chance-to-bury-pinochets-legacy
https://tribunemag.co.uk/2020/10/today-is-chiles-chance-to-bury-pinochets-legacy
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2016/07/david-harvey-neoliberalism-capitalism-labor-crisis-resistance/
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/10/26/let-echo-around-world-nearly-50-years-after-us-backed-coup-chile-votes-rewrite
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2015/08/chile-student-education-strikes-camila-vallejo-bachelet
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At the time, political theorist Melany Cruz 

called the overwhelming popular support for a 

new constitution a "chance to bury Pinochet's 

legacy... and rebuild the country on a truly 

democratic basis." Still, the question remained: 

Who would be in charge of the process? Which 

of the more than 1,300 candidates would be 

selected for this monumental task? 

During this past weekend's election—originally 

scheduled for April but pushed back due to an 

increase in coronavirus infections—Chileans 

were finally given a chance to answer that 

question definitively. 

Of the 155 citizens elected to the constituent 

assembly, only 38, which is less than a quarter, 

came from the right-wing coalition known as 

Vamos por Chile, El Ciudadano reported. 

The Chilean newspaper noted that candidates 

from the center-left coalition, known as Lista del 

Apruebo, won 25 seats. Meanwhile, 27 

candidates from the left-wing coalition, 

Apruebo Dignidad, were victorious. 

Furthermore, 48 seats were picked up by 

"Independent" candidates whom El Ciudadano 

described as "mostly linked to social 

movements in Chile." 

In addition, 17 seats at the constitutional 

convention were reserved for the 

representation of Indigenous peoples. 

By delivering a knockout blow to the country's 

right-wing, voters ensured that a large majority 

of the 155 delegates responsible for 

establishing a new political framework at the 

constituent assembly will be bringing 

progressive perspectives rather than 

neoliberal orthodoxy to the table, increasing 

the likelihood that a genuinely emancipatory 

constitution gets created. 

"Today the people, the poorest, the homeless, 

the women, the Mapuche people won!!!" Karol 

Cariola, a former student leader in the fight for 

free, high-quality public higher education and 

a current congressional representative from the 

Communist Party of Chile, said Monday on 

social media. "We are breaking the padlock, 

which has allowed the right to veto 

transformations." 

Greg Grandin, a world-renowned historian of 

Latin America, tweeted, "Allende is smiling." 

Alluding to neoliberalism, Grandin added that 

"it started in Chile. It will end in Chile." 

Marxist economist Richard Wolff, author of 

Democracy at Work, among other books, also 

chimed in with a congratulatory message that 

highlighted the key role played by women in 

Chile's ongoing transformation. 

In a world-historic first that feminists say could 

establish a new global standard for greater 

equality in politics, Congress mandated gender 

parity at the constitutional convention, meaning 

that an equal number of women and men had to 

be elected. According to Reuters, 77 of the 699 

women who ran for seats at the constituent 

assembly were victorious, compared with 78 of 

the 674 male candidates. 

Women candidates did so well, Reuters noted, 

that the requirement of parity resulted in 

adjustments having to be made in favor of more 

men: "A total of five seats were handed to 

female candidates who polled lower than male 

counterparts in certain districts to ensure a 50-

50 gender split, while seven seats were handed 

to men who polled lower." As the news outlet 

noted, some "lamented the fact any ceiling had 

been placed on victorious female candidates at 

all." 

The Guardian reported that "although Chile's 

current constitution guarantees equality or 

nondiscrimination based on sex, it does not 

ensure women's rights to equality in marriage 

and stipulates the protection of 'life to be 

born'—a clause that has blighted access to 

legal, safe abortion in the country." 

While women's rights advocates 

"acknowledged that not all women in the 

assembly will share feminist values," they 

expect the makeup of the constituent assembly 

to result in a framework that enshrines equal 

rights for women as well as marginalized 

groups that have been "excluded from political 

spaces, including the country's Indigenous 

communities, LGBT groups, and gender-

nonconforming people," the newspaper added. 

In addition, although there are no guarantees 

they were elected to the constituent assembly, 

at least 5% of parties' candidates were required 

to be people with disabilities, NACLA noted, 

offering further evidence of Chileans' efforts to 

https://tribunemag.co.uk/2020/10/today-is-chiles-chance-to-bury-pinochets-legacy
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/3/29/chile-postpones-constitutional-assembly-poll-as-covid-cases-rise
https://www.elciudadano.com/chile/el-fin-de-la-constitucion-de-pinochet-logro-historico-de-los-movimientos-sociales-en-chile/05/16/
https://twitter.com/KarolCariola/status/1394148884541214723
https://twitter.com/GregGrandin/status/1394344875680804865
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/may/14/chile-constitution-gender-equality-women
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/after-chilean-women-dominate-constitutional-vote-some-seats-are-handed-men-2021-05-17/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/may/14/chile-constitution-gender-equality-women
https://www.worldpolicycenter.org/policies/does-the-constitution-explicitly-guarantee-equality-or-non-discrimination-across-sex-and-or-gender
https://www.worldpolicycenter.org/policies/does-the-constitution-explicitly-guarantee-equality-or-non-discrimination-across-sex-and-or-gender
https://www.worldpolicycenter.org/policies/does-the-constitution-explicitly-protect-womens-right-to-equality-in-marriage-in-all-aspects-including-entering-existing-and-within-marriage
https://www.telesurenglish.net/news/Chiles-LGTBIQ-Community-Will-Also-Draft-the-New-Constitution--20210517-0015.html
https://www.telesurenglish.net/news/Chiles-LGTBIQ-Community-Will-Also-Draft-the-New-Constitution--20210517-0015.html
https://nacla.org/news/2021/05/10/chile-constitutional-convention-election-women
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build a more inclusive and representative 

democracy. 

Last year's referendum that rendered the 

transformation of Chile's constitution possible 

was not on the political agenda until nationwide 

protests against austerity erupted in October 

2019 following a transit fare hike. As Pablo 

Abufom wrote at the time, however, the social 

uprising in Chile is "not about 30 pesos, it's 

about 30 years." 

Chilean President Sebastián Piñera—himself a 

billionaire whose University of Chicago-trained 

brother served as one of Pinochet's economists 

during the military dictatorship—responded 

viciously to the political unrest, "shooting anti-

austerity protesters, blinding and maiming 

[them] by the thousands," as Ben Norton 

documented at The Grayzone. 

Despite the government's violent repression of 

demonstrations, which killed 36 people, 

Chilean citizens' persistent and militant 

resistance forced Piñera in November 2019 to 

schedule a plebiscite for April 2020, which was 

postponed until October of last year due to the 

Covid-19 pandemic. 

The constituent assembly will have nine months 

to a year to draft a new constitution, the key 

provisions of which must be approved by a two-

thirds majority, necessitating the formation of 

alliances among members. After that, the 

Chilean people will be asked next year in 

another national referendum whether or not 

they accept the new constitution. 

The Chilean left's triumph this weekend was not 

limited to electing representatives to the 

constituent assembly. In a historic victory, Irací 

Hassler became the first candidate from the 

Communist Party of Chile to be elected mayor 

of Santiago's downtown district when she 

defeated the current right-wing mayor, Felipe 

Alessandri. 

[This article was originally published on 

‘Common Dreams’ website.] 

 [To read more about the background of the 

Chilean protests which led to this Constituent 

Assembly Elections, read the Article ‘Chile at 

Crossroads Towards a People’s Democracy’ 

published in ‘The Truth’ Issue 7 (Nov 2020).]  
  

NAZIM HIKMET 
REMEMBERING THE 

REVOLUTIONARY POET ON HIS 

58TH DEATH ANNIVERSARY 

(14th June 1928 – 9th October 1967) 

A SAD STATE OF FREEDOM 

You waste the attention of your eyes, 

the glittering labour of your hands, 

and knead the dough enough for dozens of 

loaves 

of which you'll taste not a morsel; 

you are free to slave for others— 

you are free to make the rich richer. 
 

The moment you're born 

they plant around you 

mills that grind lies 

lies to last you a lifetime. 

You keep thinking in your great freedom 

a finger on your temple 

free to have a free conscience. 
 

Your head bent as if half-cut from the nape, 

your arms long, hanging, 

your saunter about in your great freedom: 

you're free 

with the freedom of being unemployed. 
 

You love your country 

as the nearest, most precious thing to you. 

But one day, for example, 

they may endorse it over to America, 

and you, too, with your great freedom— 

you have the freedom to become an air-base. 
 

You may proclaim that one must live 

not as a tool, a number or a link 

but as a human being— 

then at once they handcuff your wrists. 

You are free to be arrested, imprisoned 

and even hanged. 
 

There's neither an iron, wooden 

nor a tulle curtain 

in your life; 

there's no need to choose freedom: 

you are free. 

But this kind of freedom 

is a sad affair under the stars. 

https://www.jacobinmag.com/2019/10/chile-protests-sebastian-pinera-constitution-neoliberalism
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2019/10/chile-protests-sebastian-pinera-constitution-neoliberalism
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2019/10/chile-protests-fare-hike-pinera-demands
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2019/10/chile-protests-fare-hike-pinera-demands
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2019/10/chile-protests-pinera-repression
https://thegrayzone.com/2020/02/24/chiles-us-backed-shooting-protesters-blinding-maiming-thousands/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/5/16/chile-votes-for-155-people-to-author-equality-based-constitution
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/oct/26/chile-vote-scrap-pinochet-constitution
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/how-chile-is-rewriting-its-pinochet-era-constitution-2021-05-14/
https://www.telesurtv.net/news/chile-triunfo-comunista-santiago-20210517-0015.html
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2021/05/17/allende-smiling-chilean-voters-elect-progressive-alliance-rewrite-pinochet-era
https://sarwahara.com/2020/11/10/chile-at-crossroads-towards-a-peoples-democracy/
https://sarwahara.com/2020/11/10/chile-at-crossroads-towards-a-peoples-democracy/
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The second wave of Covid-19 Infection across 

India is not only much more powerful than the 

earlier one, but is associated with some serious 

post covid-19 problems. One among them, the 

black fungus, or mucormycosis, has emerged 

as a nightmare in our country. India has 

reported more than 12,000 cases of the deadly 

black fungus until May 29. Even though some 

other fungus infections like the white fungus, 

the yellow fungus, etc. have also been reported, 

their number is much less. 

The mucormycosis, colloquially known as black 

fungus, is a serious fungal infection that has a 

mortality rate of above 50%, with some patients 

only saved after surgical intervention including 

removal of an eye. Three states - Gujarat, 

Maharashtra and Telangana have reported the 

majority of cases. Mucormycosis is usually a 

very rare infection. It is caused by exposure to 

mucor mould, which is commonly found in soil, 

plants, manure, and decaying fruits and 

vegetables. It is omnipresent and found in soil 

and air and even in the nose and mucus of 

healthy people. 

The deadly fungus after infection moves rapidly 

in the body, attacking the lungs, nose, eyes, jaw 

and brain. Patients need many times immediate 

surgery to survive. Often they are left with 

disabilities. Further, it can be life threatening in 

diabetic or severely immuno-compromised 

individuals, such as cancer patients and those 

suffering from autoimmune diseases. It is found 

to be increasingly infecting people who have 

been treated with oxygen for the coronavirus. 

Drugs used in intensive care to treat people 

severely ill with Covid-19 has the side effect of 

compromising these patients’ immune systems. 

So other fungi like Candida auris and 

Aspergillus are also seen to be causing 

infection. Black fungus infection is reported in 

hospitals in China, France, Belgium, Germany, 

Netherlands, Austria, Ireland, Italy and Iran. 

However, that has not led to a surge in the 

number of cases as in India even though the 

healthcare systems across the world have been 

overwhelmed with covid-19.  

 

Even though multiple factors can be attributed 

to creating favorable conditions for the growth 

of the infection, so far, this surge has been 

attributed to the improper use of steroids to 

treat Covid-19 patients, coupled with poorly 

managed diabetes and unhygienic conditions. 

Systemic (oral and intravenous) corticosteroids 

have been proven to reduce mortality in Covid-

19. Not only in Covid-19, but steroids are also 

widely used in orthopedic, pulmonary and 

many other inflammatory diseases. In our 

country, the prescribing practices more often 

tend towards higher doses for longer periods, 

which is a clear risk factor for invasive fungal 

infections. In addition, there is an epidemic of 

type-2 diabetes, and a significant proportion of 

patients with diabetes are diagnosed late in the 

illness, which could be contributing to this 

surge in cases. 
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Other infections are also common after a viral 

disease. Because viruses suppress immunity. 

For instance, post-viral bacterial infections are 

quite common. However, fungal infections run 

the risk of becoming resilient and resistant to 

drugs. 

Black fungus can be treated with antifungal 

injections like Amphotericin B, but with the 

rising number of cases, there is a shortage of 

that drug as well. This most widely used 

antifungal drug, amphotericin B, was 

introduced in the 1950s, and an alarming 

number of fungi are now resistant to these 

drugs, in part because they are so widely used 

– for example, in antifungal pesticides on crops, 

and in household paints and cleaning materials. 

Further, unhygienic conditions could increase 

the risk of mounting infections. Another likely 

cause could be the improper use of oxygen 

cylinders—with unclean masks or without 

purified water in the apparatus, which became 

a norm in most of the cities grappling with 

hospital bed shortage. There is a lot of 

contamination in the pipes used for oxygen, the 

cylinders that are being used, the humidifiers 

used, etc. If one is immuno-suppressed, and is 

on these pipes and oxygen cylinders for a long 

period, then these infections get much more of 

an opportunity to get in. 

Among the three factors that are in play, all the 

conditions can be further added by the socio-

economic condition of India. Individual 

cleanliness is often associated with the 

backwardness in conditions of life including 

lack of education. The unclean hospital beds as 

well as instruments used in treatment including 

oxygen cylinders has been a part of our 

healthcare system for long. This indicates the 

approach different governments are showing 

towards our health care system. The 

immunosuppression, which is the basic cause, 

is also often related with improper treatment 

like long term neglect of illness or over 

medication. These contributory factors due to 

our poor socio-economic conditions and 

government apathy are probably adding much 

to the increase in the black fungus cases in India 

alone, even though many countries witnessed 

heavy spread of covid-19 infections.  

  

GEORGI DIMITROV 
REMEMBERING THE BULGARIAN 

COMMUNIST LEADER ON HIS 

139TH BIRTHDAY 

Georgi Dimitrov Mihaylov was the 

first communist leader of Bulgaria 

and led the Bulgarian Communist 

Party from 1948 to 1949. He headed 

the Communist International from 

1935 to 1943. He wrote ‘The Fascist 

Offensive and the Tasks of the 

Communist International in the 

Struggle of the Working Class against 

Fascism’ which was delivered at the 

Seventh World Congress of the 

Communist International. 

“Fascism is able to attract masses 

because it demagogically appeals to 

their most urgent needs and 

demands. Fascism not only inflames 

prejudices that are deeply ingrained 

in the masses, but also plays on the 

better sentiments of the masses, on 

their sense of justice.” 

 

18th June 1882 – 2nd July 1949 
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In the elections to the 15th legislative assembly of 

Kerala State, the LDF headed by the CPI (M) and 

its politburo member Pinarayi Vijayan has 

achieved a landslide victory in terms of number 

of seats. For the first time in the history of Kerala, 

a particular party or political front has got 

continuity in government formation. When the left 

front government achieves such a victory, one 

may think it as the victory of the left politics. 

However, at the same time the fact remains that 

the victory has nothing to do with the forward 

march of left and democratic politics. On the other 

hand, in its election campaign, the LDF has 

positioned itself as a better political manager of 

the right wing administration and right wing 

policies. They never claimed that they are doing 

something other than the policies of the central 

BJP government. They only claimed that they 

could implement the policies much more 

efficiently and without much corruption than the 

Congress led UDF. Naturally, the results cannot 

be taken as a recognition of some progressive 

policies implemented by the LDF government or 

their attitude towards the class and mass 

struggles. 

Any issues related to people’s lives were not 

discussed in the election campaign. The three 

major fronts in the electoral arena, each led by the 

CPI M, the Congress and the BJP were advocates 

and implementers of the same policy. They did 

not care about the challenges faced by the people 

or their crises in life. The price rise or 

unemployment that has engulfed the life of Indian 

population has never become an issue of 

propaganda or agitation in Kerala. The collapse of 

the agriculture and industrial sector was not an 

election issue. Neither the farmers' struggle that is 

going on at the national capital in which already 

more than hundred lives were lost has never 

become an issue in Kerala. The CPIM has only 

given token support to the farmers' struggle. 

There were so many occasions in the last five 

years, which could have been utilized in order to 

expose the reactionary central government. The 

LDF never utilized that. Neither the opposition 

headed by the Congress utilized that. Even the 

unprecedented floods that occurred in Kerala 

which took away hundreds of lives and in which 

the central government has shown much apathy in 

financial terms was not exposed in front of the 

population. On the other hand, the LDF was 

exploring how to take loans at higher interest 

rates from the imperialist financial houses in the 

name of reconstruction and to make a commission 

out of that for the favour of the leading political 

party in the front and its managers. 

Better management of the covid-19 pandemic 

situation was their propaganda. Distribution of 

free food kits was made a thorough discussion 

during the entire election campaign. Since it is the 

responsibility of any democratic government to 

provide welfare measures including free food kits 

in times of disaster, a left government should not 

demand the submission of the people to such 

charitable activities. Here also it is to be kept in 

mind that the LDF government has done much less 

than many bourgeois State governments in terms 

of the worth of materials inside the food kit. They 

distributed food materials worth 650 rupees per 

month for a house as per market prices even 

though claimed to be of 900 rupees. The 

distribution has been done for 5-6 months. Many 

State governments headed by bourgeois parties 

have done better. However, the LDF government 

posed as if they were implementing something of 

a real left program. The task of the real left 

government is to constantly educate the poor 

masses about the economic system that has made 
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their life miserable and train them through 

militant mass movements as well as cultivating in 

them a culture of self-respecting spirit of fight. 

Instead, the LDF was maneuvering to snatch 

parliamentary power by trapping them in such 

petty things. 

Just after the results, the Chief Minister has made 

it clear that his governing goal is to protect the 

interests of capital and to make doing business as 

easy as possible in order to secure the support of 

the capitalists. The Chief Minister said that the key 

to his development approach is to transform 

Kerala into an investment friendly state and to 

strengthen Kerala Infrastructure Investment Fund 

Board (KIIFB), the Kerala model of the World 

Bank's unconstitutional financial system. Many 

might be remembering that the Kerala 

government has created an institution named 

KIIFB some year back and claimed that the 

agency is going to spearhead the development of 

Kerala, particularly the infrastructural 

development, through a series of projects. During 

that time, they have not revealed the source 

through which the institution will get funds. Later 

it has become known that many taxes and 

surcharges of the Kerala government, which 

would have otherwise gone to the treasury 

directly, are now directed to go to the KIIFB fund. 

Further, the government is managing to issue 

some bonds like the ‘masala bond’ that is listed in 

the London Stock Exchange as well as other 

mechanisms to raise loans bypassing any Central 

Government restrictions. However, as the 

institution KIIFB has been created in such a way 

that it is outside the audit of the Accountant 

General. Therefore, through the creation of KIIFB, 

the Kerala government gets the freedom to 

finance many infrastructural projects through the 

misdirected fund from the Kerala treasury itself 

but at the same time escaping the scrutiny of the 

Accountant General. It is to be kept in mind that 

the World Bank also envisages creation of such 

Institutions that will bypass the parliament and 

legislative assemblies for the smooth 

implementation of the policies of neoliberalism. 

This creates a very favorable condition for 

corruption through the commission, which is 

otherwise illegal in our country. 

During the tenure of the last Pinarayi Vijayan 

Ministry, there have been no significant 

contradictions or differences of opinion between 

the Central and State Government regarding the 

far right policies pursued by the Central 

Government. Probably the only contradiction was 

that the central government asked to bring the 

KIIFB under the scrutiny of the Accountant 

General of India. In addition, some ministers of 

the Central Government and the Confederation of 

Indian Industries have praised the Pinarayi 

administration on a number of issues on the 

implementation of neo-liberal projects that have 

been stalled for years, such as the privatization of 

the National Highways. This is a testament to how 

happy the Indian bourgeoisie was for the Pinarayi 

regime. Even chief minister Pinarayi Vijayan has 

been invited to ring the bell at the London stock 

exchange in connection with the listing of ‘masala 

bonds’ of KIIFB supported by the Kerala 

government. Only the top most industrialists are 

getting such respect from bourgeois institutions 

like the London stock exchange. 

The insecurity created by State policies, 

recurring natural disasters and the Covid-19 

situation coupled with the lack of long-standing 

democratic mass movements and the subsequent 

distrust of people towards political parties and 

ideologies have led to development of massive 

depoliticization and right-wing extremism. 

Taking advantage of this situation, bourgeois 

political parties and its fronts competed with each 

other for the exploitation of human love and 

compassion of the superficial nature and to 

idealize that. This is evident through the brutal 

implementation of ‘salary challenge’ of the 

Government employees. Further, when protests 

cropped up from the Government employees, the 

Pinarayi Vijayan government has succeeded in 

counter-posing the Government employees with 

the public depicting that Government employees 

are the enemies of the pupil. Through their own 

actions and the policies they implement, these 

parties have mastered the art of exploiting the 

misery of the people and deceiving the very same 

people again in the guise of savior. 

In such a grim situation, whoever is able to 

present himself as the better administrator by 

adopting good management strategies and 

psychological approaches, will be successful in 

bourgeois politics. The same thing will happen 

with any party or front. In Kerala, the LDF and 

Pinarayi Vijayan better managed this art of 

bourgeois politics. However, this cannot be a 

victory of left politics or policy. A left minded 

person outside Kerala may get astonished by 

hearing that the propaganda work of the LDF has 

been given in contract to a PR agency out of 
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Kerala. On behalf of the PR agency, the customer 

care executives were calling each voter and 

canvassing through telephones. Whenever some 

voter has asked some questions, the customer 

care executive often skips the question saying 

that the contract is signed only for a maximum of 

3 minutes for an individual and they cannot 

discuss more than that. The so-called left politics 

came down to this level. Contrary to previous 

elections, the entire corporate media in Kerala 

has taken a pro-government stand. In the Covid-

19 pandemic situation, Kerala government has 

flown hundreds of crores of rupees to give 

advertisements to the corporate media and 

successfully managed in establishing friendship 

with them. No major newspaper supported the 

opposition parties in this election. 

The election campaign went on without any 

discussion about Kerala's debt traps in connection 

with the strengthening of neoliberal policies, 

police crackdowns including fake encounter 

killings, floods and human contribution to that, 

eviction of the poor people for big projects, caste 

killings etc. Even though the government 

implemented only neoliberal policies, the 

Pinarayi Vijayan administration through 

propaganda has been successful in making the 

entire infrastructure of Kerala as their 

achievement. This was very evident in the 

management of Covid-19 situation. Likewise, the 

government positioned itself as the champions of 

any achievement of the centuries long 

renaissance Movement in Kerala. 

After 34 years of LDF rule in West Bengal, even 

any of the left parties has failed to get a single seat 

in Assembly Elections this time. This is the result 

of the left completely identifying with the 

corporate policies and giving up the politics of 

class and mass struggle. 

The main slogan of the Congress led UDF in this 

election in Kerala was protection of religious faith 

in the backdrop of the Sabarimala agitation as 

well as offering legislation for the practice of 

religious customs. They did not have anything to 

offer in terms of policies. Further, that party is 

having a very poor organizational network in the 

last few years owing to the collapse of ground 

level structures. They failed miserably to expose 

even the allegations of corruption made by them 

to the public. 

Further, an important functionary of RSS, who is 

the sub editor of ‘Organizer’, Mr. Bala Shankar has 

said about the BJP-CPM deal. According to the 

revelation, the continued rule of the LDF in Kerala 

is good for the RSS agenda. The RSS leadership 

evaluates that if the Congress can be kept out of 

power for one more term, that party will go into 

collapse. Such a situation will give the space for 

the RSS sponsored political party to come to the 

status of main opposition in Kerala. In this way at 

least in some places, the RSS has played an 

important role in giving the seat to the CPM. 

The BJP lost the single seat they were holding in 

the Kerala assembly. It is a relief to that extent. 

However, this does not diminish the presence of 

BJP or RSS in the state. On the other hand, the loss 

of a single seat to the BJP is mainly due to the 

triangular division of the whole vote. Further, the 

number of seats in which the BJP has come to the 

second position has improved from 5 to 9. The 

percentage of votes the BJP got is showing a 

significant decline. This is to be seen in the 

backdrop of the higher polarization between two 

fronts than the last elections as well as shift to 

some votes as per the BJP-CPM deal. How much of 

the votes belonging to the BJP has been shifted to 

the CPIM is to be evaluated properly to get a more 

complete picture.  

As such, this is a grim situation, which demands 

much higher responsibility from the fighting left 

forces. Kerala politics is gradually entirely 

turning to the right. It is in the process of giving 

up its left tradition - the tradition that is evolved 

based on class and mass struggles. On the basis 

of left politics, the fighting organisations have to 

develop strong class and mass struggles 

centering round the living condition of the 

working class, the destruction of the democratic 

atmosphere, neoliberal policies and fascism, 

environmental destruction, caste system, social 

inequality, etc. that can lead to a fundamental 

social change. The unity of the fighting forces is to 

be strengthened to take up this responsibility, 

which is the need of the hour.  
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 [1] TEMPORARY RELIEF 

213 – 77 – 1 – 1. This is in brief the score card of 

the State Assembly Poll of 2021 in West Bengal. 

The TMC received the “people’s verdict” for 

the consecutive third time to rule the State, 

although the party’s Supremo Mamata Banerjee 

lost to her main contestant by a small margin. 

And the role of the Election Commission on the 

counting process of that constituency is quite 

murky. 

Anyway, many of us following the 

publication of the poll results on the 2 May 

afternoon felt a bit relieved. Something could 

be achieved. The results forced the demons to 

have stopped dancing on the floors at least for 

some times. It had become urgently necessary 

to defeat the BJP, an arch reactionary rightist 

autocratic and fascist party, in the election. 

Some of my friends in the Proletarian Unity 

Forum scattered all over India had been asking 

me over phone for the last two months about the 

possible results of the election, whether BJP 

would be able to win majority. When I assured 

them that although BJP had been making some 

inroads in the State it was not possible for them 

to win the office, they referred to the local and 

national TV channels as well as the print media, 

which had virtually placed BJP in the 

government. I simply repeated the Marxist 

classics about the class role of the media and 

told them the same thing was happening with 

the Bengali media too. Nowadays the media 

don’t sell news, they sell themselves.   

Who didn’t back BJP? 

The big mass media, known in the textbook 

as the Fourth Estate—with a very few 

exception—stood in unison to chant the 

Modichalisha for 24 x 7 hours like a breed of 

human looking parrots. The judiciary, up to the 

Supreme Court, seems to have become the pen 

of the PM or the Union Government. Now in the 

cases of the political opponents of the central 

government they no longer judge on the merit 

of a suit but simply nod to the government—

e.g., the Raphael Scam, Bhima Koregaon 

intellectuals arrested and left without trial for 

the last four years, etc. Then stood in queue the 

CBI, the ED, the NIA, and similar central 

agencies; during election, the EC and the 

Central Forces. All these organs acted in 

concerto as party branches of the BJP. In a word, 

the BJP mobilized, or got to its side, the entire 

state machinery in its campaign for a state poll.     

The ruling party of the centre had employed 

forty three central leaders including the PM, the 

Home Minister, the Party President and a host of 

other VIPs. Chartered planes and helicopters 

rattled day and night over the state. The bosses 

stayed in 7-star Hotels. Public money was spent 

without scruple. Never before had a PM visited 

a state 18 times in an assembly election.   

Even then they could not get it through to the 

end. They got a sizable number of MLAs no 

doubt, but stopped far short of the required 

minimum. 

On this occasion I must speak about those 

who had organized a popular movement in WB 

with a large number of individuals from various 

parties, organizations and platforms with the 

slogan of NO-VOTE-TO-BJP. It started with a 

people’s convention in Kolkata on 4 January 

2021, and formation of the Bengal against 

Fascist RSS-BJP platform, then spread to all 

districts of WB through millions of posters, 

pamphlets, Videos, mass meetings and road 

shows for long four months. It was styled as 

Citizens’ Forum against Fascism in the North 
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Bengal. This movement left a strong impact on 

the minds of the voters, who saw for the first 

time a campaign by a group who had no stake 

in the election, but only in the future of the state 

and the country. Those who had planned, 

designed and conducted this movement 

deserve a warm felicitation from us.  Let us 

solemnly salute the leaders and activists of this 

movement.  

I feel sorry to say that although I am a 

member of this group, I couldn’t participate in 

most of the programmes other than a few mass 

meetings and road shows. I could however 

involve some of the old comrades who are 

associated with our PUF in WB in these 

programmes. To that extent even as a trivial 

participant of this great movement I feel proud 

to have fulfilled a part of the mission.    

Another point. Many leaders of the five-

month-long peasant demonstration in Delhi had 

by then visited WB several times, attended 

meetings and also addressed the gatherings. 

They had earnestly appealed to the people of 

this State to frustrate the ambitions of the ruling 

fascistic clique. They rightly felt that defeat of 

BJP in WB poll would dampen their game-plan 

at the national level vis-à-vis bolster up the 

antifascist movement all over the country. I 

hope they are also greatly relieved of a tension.  

[2] THE LEFT DISAPPEARED? 

We with the left orientation are however not that 

comfortable. In the independent India since the 

first general election in 1952, this is for the first 

time that there is not a single leftist MLA in the 

WB State Assembly. This did not happen even 

after the Sino-Indian War in 1962, nor in the 

totally rigged election in 1972. It is an 

unpleasant development. The entire legislature 

went into the hands of the rightist forces. Both in 

the treasury bench and the opposition. The 

single MLA of the Gorkha League and the ISF 

each does not change the scenario. And the 

fascist forces entered the Assembly with a good 

number. They will do nothing for the welfare of 

the State and the people. They will use the 

forum to spread communal hatred more and 

more. And the Left will have to talk from outside.    

We must take a stock of the situation. We 

must investigate in detail why this happened, 

who are responsible and to what extent, what 

drawbacks there were in our strategy and 

tactics. The Left must admit, without any 

reservation, that they have trailed behind in the 

political battle. Not only the CPI(M) and its 

allies, but the minor groups too, who had some 

presence in the legislature the other day, are 

not there.  

We have been able to stop the villainous 

cavalcade of the dangerous Right, but 

unfortunately not with our leftist legion. The 

forces that won will not surely cultivate the 

venom of hatred and split, nor threaten the 

citizenship of the people; but they are not also 

forces of mass movement, to widen the space of 

democratic rights of the people. They are not 

aware perhaps that the magnitude of autocracy 

is best measured by the number of undertrial 

prisoners and by the length of time of their 

forced detention. The TMC is a pocket edition 

of the Congress. The art they know is to keep 

the common millions satisfied with some throw-

offs and doles, while running the government 

for the capitalists who would remain in the rear.  

We have to raise the issues. One by one.  

[3] COMPROMISE BUTTERED WITH 

OPPORTUNISM  

But before that we have to examine the role we 

played in the immediate past. We shall see that 

we have failed to discharge our leftist duties 

before the serial rightist offensives of the BJP 

and the RSS. We committed compromises with 

some opportunist design. The Sangh brigade 

thereby got an open playground to circulate 

ideas in its saffron agenda.  

They may refer to their current respective 

party literature, and say, “Just see, we 

published so many things against the misdeeds 

of the Modi Government, viz., demonetization, 

privatization, Kashmir slicing, Delhi riots, etc.” 

Agreed. I have no doubt about that.  

That’s quite good.  

The educated middle class comrades are 

satisfied with that. Their respective parties are 

waging intense ideological struggle against 

communalism, against the rabid Hindu 

fundamentalism of the RSS and BJP. The 
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leadership of the leftist parties are in general 

nowadays so much steeped in middle class 

sentiments as against the working class 

consciousness that they fail to notice the 

percolation of the communal hatred spread by 

BJP among the working people and an ever 

larger section of the ranks of their parties. Or 

they are not aware of the magnitude and 

significance of the looming danger.  

A proper appreciation of the class politics 

might make matters differ at least in some 

respects. 

First, the Left could hardly take Congress as 

a non-communal democratic force. Just as the 

SUCI had made a serious mistake by entering 

into an alliance with the TMC and branding it as 

a democratic force against the autocratic rule of 

the CPI(M) in 2008, as a result of which they 

divorced themselves from the leftist 

movements, similarly the latter entertained the 

same wrong politics by forging an entente with 

the Congress since 2004. How could they afford 

to forget that it was the policy basket of the 

Manmohan Singh regime of the last ten years 

(2004-14) on which the present BJP is acting with 

a greater zeal? Neither is it possible for the 

Congress to actively oppose the things they did 

help to take shape, nor can anybody in alliance 

with them build up a real opposition to those 

policies.   

The Congress too has a checkered history, 

like the BJP, to have engineered communal 

riots, Muslim and Sikh genocide, Dalit massacre 

and then to have played the role of the peace 

maker, in order to reap political harvests in 

difficult situations. The Left or the CPI(M) are 

well aware of that. The literatures of those 

parties till the 1990s bear ample evidence of 

that. To forget those black chapters of history, 

consider Congress a non-communal 

democratic force in face of the BJP demons, and 

therefore ally with them implies—dress up the 

soft fascists as antifascists against the hard 

fascists and marginalize the Muslims and Dalits.   

Is there no contradiction between the 

Congress and the BJP? 

Yes, there is. The contradiction veers round 

how much and when they will have the scope to 

serve the Indian bourgeoisie as the most trusted 

lackey.  

Should we not make use of that conflict 

against the saffron brigade? 

We must.  

But that is possible only after the united Left 

assumes a common minimum programme of 

movement against fascism. If the Congress wills 

to join that movement, we must accommodate. 

But if in such a movement Congress is one of the 

policy determinants, there can be no serious 

movement against fascism sponsored by the 

BJP. On the contrary, such an electoral entente 

is fraught with the progressive possibility of 

seeking collusion with the BJP also behind the 

screen—as many have apprehended over the 

last two years.  

The large scale osmosis of CPI(M) votes to 

the BJP in the last two polls testify to that.  

This time however another big chunk of the 

left votes has flowed to the TMC too. The 

increase in the number of seats and percentage 

of votes of the TMC since the last assembly poll 

of 2016 is a clear evidence in point.  

That means, the CPI(M) had adopted an 

election strategy that played a suicidal role and 

helped the opponents. This double osmosis had 

another aetiology: the creation of a “secular 

front” by one Abbas Siddiqi, the pirjada of the 

Hooghly Phurphura sharif, whom the CPM had 

inducted in their Sanjukta Morcha with a view to 

actually slicing into the Muslim vote bank of the 

TMC. The entire plan had a wrong perception at 

the basis—the Muslims are just a blind religious 

community of synthetic voters, they are not 

Homo sapiens. They have no love of the 

country, nor any political consideration. They 

vote TMC because of Mamata Banerjee’s 

outward appeasement of the Muslim religious 

sentiments. If now a pirjada works for us, Oh 

Allah, a majority of them will leave TMC and 

rush towards us.   

Things turned out quite differently.  

On the one hand, a large number of the 

CPI(M) supporters could not agree to this 

hollow cunningness. They silently protested by 

shifting their votes to the TMC. Another larger 

section, mainly Hindu, took this as another 

Muslim appeasement policy and sharply 

reacted by switching to the saffron camp.  
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On the other ---  

I have been referring to a new trend among 

the Muslims in many of my writings in recent 

past, which I want to reiterate here. 

The Muslim Community has been 

declining to remain as vote bank of any 

particular party and taking to politics as per 

individual choice. Especially the literate 

among them now rally round the banners of 

the Congress, TMC, CPI(M), Liberation, 

SUCI and other parties in accordance with 

their respective political ideals. In addition, 

they are reacting to major events very 

cautiously and judiciously, like the transfer 

of the Babri Masjid land to the temple 

brigade through the mediation of the 

Supreme Court, the Khagragarh and 

Dhulagar episodes, and lastly to the 

Seetalkuchi massacre by the Central Force 

during election. They did not act as a 

communal group but remained calm and 

showed political reaction together with the 

democratic forces of the country. This has 

deprived the RSS and the BJP of a traditional 

weapon used for long against the Muslim. 

The CPM leaders could not understand this 

new phenomenon or chose to ignore it. The 

Muslims had this time too voted the TMC in 

large numbers not because of Miss Mamata 

Banerjee’s outward pro-Islamic stance and 

utterances, but for the simple reason that her 

party was the dependable shelter against 

BJP’s onslaughts. The Left could not appear 

as the genuine citadel against BJP and 

fascism. And they really were not.  

Lastly, we have some doubts about the 

smaller leftist parties. For example, it remained 

a mystery why the SUCI could not combine with 

CPI-ML (Liberation). I could hardly get at the 

logic of their question regarding Liberation’s 

alliance with the corrupt RJD of Lalu Prasad in 

Bihar, when they had themselves allied with the 

TMC for vote, got an MP and preserved the 

Jaynagar MLA seat. For the same reason it is 

difficult to imbibe their objection to CPM’s 

alliance with Congress. Had the SUCI 

responded to the call of Comrade Dipankar 

Bhattacharya for greater left unity and formed a 

combination, they could together start a 

dialogue with the CPI(M) and gradually 

develop a positive, effective and greater left 

unity against the fascistic rule of the BJP. 

[4] CLANDESTINE COLLUSION WITH THE 

BJP!! 

The CPI(M)’s quarrel with the TMC is not 

ideological but simply power centric. Since 

they lost the 34 years’ long power to this party, 

they want to dislodge the TMC by any means—

even at the cost substituting BJP. In WB there 

was a popular gossip around this attitude— 

(“আগে রাম পগর বাম”) first the BJP (2021), then 

the left (2026). It had become so widespread a 

tactical slogan that the former Chief Minister of 

Tripura, Comrade Manik Sarkar, was 

compelled to open his voice against this tactic 

in several election mass meetings. He knows 

the consequences of BJP’s rule in his own State. 

Once the BJP is in power, the left would be 

smothered to the ground. 

     The WB State Committee of the CPI(M) 

worked out an explanation in support of the 

tactic. Modi and Mamata are in mutual 

collusion. The TMC had brought BJP in WB. 

Whatever the superficial antagonism, they are 

working in complicity with each other. And they 

referred to the corruptions revealed through 

the episodes of Sarada and Narad and also to a 

reign of terror.  

The first one is a wrong perception; the 

second a half-truth. 

There is a genuine conflict of interest 

between the BJP and the TMC, but it is not 

related to any principles. It is a power conflict. 

When the TMC came out of the Congress in WB, 

it needed a national support from a big force. It 

therefore allied with the BJP. As Narendra Modi 

won the 2002 Assembly election in Gujarat via 

the ghastly Muslim genocide, Mamata Banerjee 

felt no qualm to send ovation to the riot master. 

However, now they need no support in West 

Bengal. On the other side, the BJP is pushing its 

head in this State. So they have a real clash of 

interest. Moreover, while the BJP is playing on 

its hatred politics against the Muslims per se 

RSS, Mamata Banerjee, like the old Congress, 

likes to maintain a permanent vote bank among 

the Muslims. This also leaves no room for 

conciliation. The CPM leaders are not so novice 
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in politics as not to notice it. But out of the need 

to justify their wrong tactic they have resorted 

to a false argument.     

And in a situation where the CPM had been 

moving with a clandestine link with the BJP, how 

could they expect the TMC to have a clash of 

principles with the BJP?  

Thirdly, in all the parties including the TMC 

the number of leaders and activists inclined to 

Rama is on the increase, who want to educate 

the “they” and put them in a “tight” corner. 

Those who had defected from these parties to 

the BJP on the eve of the Assembly Poll 

represented only a fraction of the real Rama 

takers. With a marginal increase in the number 

of BJP MLAs and the difference between the two 

main contestants coming down to 20-30, we are 

sure, Mr. Amit Shah might appear with his 

famous suitcase and quite a large number of 

successful candidates might stand for sale.  

Now on terror and corruption. 

Compared to what the TMC did in the last 

ten years, we experienced a hundred times 

greater terror in the Congress regime in the 

past. There was a time when the CPM leaders 

used to cry for the murder of their 1120 cadres 

during 1972-77, that is, an average of 224 per 

annum. Now the figures in the last ten years of 

250 make the average 25. If these figures are 

true (we intend to think so), how could they 

shake the blood stained hands of the same 

Congress?  

Similar is their duplicity as regards 

corruption. The same party which is so 

vociferous against the Sarada scam of the TMC 

maintains a very close relations with the RJD of 

Lalu Prasad, a convicted jailbird in Bihar 

(probably the readers know the crass incident 

of Lalu’s daughter getting the medical degree). 

At least, in the case of the TMC, the CBI could 

not get a single leader convicted so far despite 

many severe manipulations {there is of course a 

live contention that the CBI never relinquishes a 

case until they get a culprit acquitted}. 

Then what is the real story? I hold this:  

The elderly people may remember that a 

few decades back the CPM politics circled 

round the axle of rock-hard anti-Congressism. 

In my political childhood I saw them condemn 

others as “Congress agents”. Although they 

had also the CIA and the US imperialists at the 

top. After the party split in 1964, their main 

criticism of the CPI was that the Dangeites were 

tailing the Congress, or that the CPI was the B-

team of the Congress. On the walls, based on 

the election symbol of the Congress (I) at that 

time they wrote with illustration a slogan: “From 

Delhi comes the cow, With a calf as tow (দিদি 

থেগে এল োই, সগে বাছুর দসদপআই)”. The CPI had 

truly sided with the Congress in 1971-77. They 

had even supported the Emergency. As a part 

of that, Comrade Gopal Bhaumik was entrusted 

with the charge of press censorship in Kolkata. 

When we went to his office with the printing 

materials of the party and organizations we then 

belonged to, he used to advise us to replace the 

word revolution anywhere with radical change. 

A fine sense of two-way responsibility! Now the 

CPI(M) has adapted to that pro-Congress line of 

the CPI. Thanks to the EC, the symbol of the 

Congress was now different. Otherwise there 

might be serious contentions between the two 

parties as to who would today play the role of 

the calf!   

So they needed a replacement for the 

enemy role model. In connection with recent 

developments in the State politics they set TMC 

at the enemy stand, shower the hot shots against 

it, keep the cadres busy with the new jargons 

and justify their opportunism and compromise.  

This is perhaps the reason that they are more 

vocal about the corruption and dole politics and 

conspicuously silent on the restriction of 

democratic rights of the people under the TMC 

regime. They keep mum about the undertrial 

political prisoners left in jail to rot, most of 

whom were roped in with false cases during 

their rule in the State. Similarly when the TMC 

government’s police arrests agitators with the 

UAPA, so that at least six month’s confinement is 

ensured and activists participating movements 

may be terrorized, the CPM says nothing for 

they did the same thing during the last years of 

Buddhadeb Bhattacharya’s rule.   

[5] NO SPACE TO BJP 

In a recent tract on the on-going election 

process published in a Bengali portal, I had 

observed, the BJP could not understand the 
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Bengal soil. Recently I saw a BJP leader admit it. 

You may use Rama as an icon here for the sake 

of opera, but not for vote. Communal 

polarization is also very difficult to work out 

now. Partition of Bengal, the consequent human 

exodus, the refugee problem—will not so easily 

allow enticing people to the religious theatre. 

Despite the long standing propaganda the 

refugee influx was not a one way but a two way 

phenomena. Just as Hindus migrated from the 

East Pakistan to WB, India, similarly—of course 

less numerously—Muslims also migrated to 

Pakistan in an appreciable number. The 

communal divide is not palatable to any of 

them. The RSS-BJP, a Nagpur based structure, 

far away from the partition theatre of Bengal and 

the Punjab, can hardly see through this fact. 

And this more particularly, when one of their 

early leaders (Shyamaprasad Mukherjee) was a 

villainous architect of the same partition.  

The BJP State leader, who carries a large 

sewage drain in his mouth, can never win the 

hearts of the Bengali people. Continuously 

flinging abusive words on the womenfolk may 

hardly earn the favour of the women of the State. 

Some of the CPM leaders who were adept in 

such vulgar utterances—for instance, Anil Basu, 

Binoy Konar, etc.—were out-throned at the first 

opportunity. BJP may now learn the reason 

behind their overall rejection by the people in 

WB.  

Even then BJP is the only opposition in the 

State legislature and they have seventy seven 

saffron members. The number is pretty big and 

they will feed lots of byte to the parroty press in 

the next five years. And that will continue to try 

to vitiate the political atmosphere of the state 

with communal venom.   

The Modi regime is still in the centre for the 

next three years, and they will continue to sell 

the national resources to feed the Corporate 

Lobby. Prices and unemployment will soar on 

and further darken the shadow of crisis that has 

already gripped the economy. 

Another threat emerges from the fact that the 

RSS has been operating in the remote corners of 

the State to expand its net. A false history of the 

nation, myths in the name of ancient pride, a 

fabricated reading of the Muslim rule in Indian 

peninsula, hatred against the Muslims as well as 

the Buddhists and Christians, indignation 

against the anti-British freedom struggle, and a 

dream of the Hindurastra on the basis of 

Manusanhita—these are the elements of history 

they are cultivating with a fixed target. Recently 

Partha Banerjee, domiciled now in the USA, who 

was once an activist of the RSS in WB, narrated 

in an autobiographical work the long term 

secret operations of this fascist organization. 

The visible activities of the BJP may not totally 

present the real intentions of their work. Our 

eyes and ears must reach deeper and farther.  

Then only shall we be able to realize that the 

fascists couldn’t come to power in the State but 

they are intact with full steam. The poll results 

did not close or signify defeat of the Saraswati 

Vidya Mandirs or the branches of the RSS in WB. 

Now the task that devolves upon us is to defeat 

the RSS-BJP fascists in two fronts: one in their 

ideological campaign; another in movements 

against their pro-Corporate policies on the 

streets.  

It is not possible for the TMC, a splinter from 

the Congress, to conduct ideological struggle 

against the Sangha. It is the Left which may 

seriously undertake the task. And this is an area 

where the various leftist parties and the groups 

may unite pretty easily. Here I have a modest 

suggestion: On issues like a) Marxism on 

religion, b) communalism in India, c) partition 

of India, d) cow protection movement, e) 

disputes over the Babri mosque, f) real 

achievements in S & T in ancient India and the 

fake claims of the RSS lobby, g) history of 

Varnashram, h) casteism—genesis and 

annihilation, i) freedom struggle, so on and so 

forth, the parties like CPM, Liberation, MKP or 

SUCI will have little mutual substantial 

differences. There may be some debates over 

the details. Then they may surely organize 

combined study classes with their activists in 

different districts for three/four days together. 

Intellectuals and/or leaders belonging to these 

parties will speak to the participants and there 

must be ample space for interaction. Through 

this the activists of these parties will come 

closer to one another and the mutual ill feelings 

will be reduced. While the RSS is working at the 

grassroots level to spread its views, the Left 

should also find ways to offer/generate 
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antibody to the venom. And that without delay. 

Tomorrow may be too late!  

Secondly, on mass movement. The Left must 

learn to shun their chronic weaknesses and take 

up the truly leftist role. This requires, among 

others, truthfulness, dismissal of false scripts, 

use of contradiction within the enemy camp. 

This further demands, with the completion of 

the electoral process, waging mass movements 

on the burning issues of the people. To mobilize 

public opinion, expose the state and clarify to 

the people the differences between the state 

and the government. They must at the same 

time devise newer forms of mass movements. 

The five months old peasants’ demonstration in 

Delhi has blazed the trail in point. It inspired the 

oppressed people of the entire world. The 

peasants of German also recently rallied in 

Berlin bringing their tractors to the metropolis.  

Those who converse in Marxist parlance, 

express commitment to communism, have to 

show that they are Marxist everywhere from 

home to outdoors; they practice communism in 

the GB as much as much in a procession. Just as 

nature is said to abhor vacuum, similarly 

insincerity in politics does not pay. If the Left 

wakes up to these realities, the present failure 

in the electoral politics will be a pillar of success 

in immediately near future. Be there no MLA, we 

have our trade unions, peasants’ organizations, 

students’ and teachers’ platforms, youth and 

women wings almost in place and ready to work 

at the command of the leadership. There is a 

large legion of dedicated cadres. If they are 

guided properly in the future programmes, the 

Left will once again occupy the centre-stage of 

the political panorama in the State.     

 

Wish Leftism hold the banner aloft again!  

SLOGAN OF THE TIME: No Space to BJP!! 

 

[Author is the founder General Secretary of 

Centre for Studies in Science and Society 

(CESTUSS) based in Kolkata and Editor of the 

periodical ‘The Other Mind’.]  

  

1700 CHILDREN 

ORPHANED DURING 

COVID, BUT DUE TO 

CAPITALISM 

According to a heart-wrenching 

statistic of the National Commission 

for Protection of Child Rights, more 

than 1700 children have lost both 

their parents since the 

commencement of the Covid 

pandemic last year. Also, more than 

7400 children have lost one of their 

parents in this period, while 140 

have been abandoned. Out of this 

1700, 577 were orphaned only in the 

2nd wave of Covid, well after the first 

wave was over and after the 

government had sufficient time to 

prepare for the next wave. 

Although the formal and apparent 

cause for such a tragedy is Covid, 

the actual cause is nothing other 

than the capitalist system which 

prioritizes profits over anything 

else, including lives of human 

beings. The pandemic, which could 

have been tackled in a significantly 

better way had the resources in 

society (including healthcare, 

science and technology) been under 

social and not private control, has 

blown out of proportion since the 

government’s focus even now is 

directed towards making the 

process of profit generation even 

more convenient for the big 

capitalists currently controlling the 

healthcare and pharma industry 

among all others. 



THE TRUTH | Year 2 | Issue 2 | June 2021                                                                                                                               80 

  

GROUND REPORT 

The 4th (virtual) memorial lecture was held on 28th May 2021 from 5 pm on the FB page of 

Workers Unity on the topic ‘Farmers Movement: Its Direction and Our Tasks'. Mukesh 

Aseem, Editorial Board Member of ‘The Truth’ and ‘Yatharth’ magazines, was the speaker. 

The complete video of the lecture can be seen by clicking here. 
 

GROUND REPORT 

A virtual memorial meeting was organized by ‘Trade Union Centre of India’ (TUCI) on 3rd June 2021 

to celebrate the life of departed revolutionary working-class leader Comrade Sivaram who was the 

Politburo member of CPI (ML) Red Star and a TUCI leader. He breathed his last on 28th May at 11:20 

pm due to Covid following an almost month-long period of ICU care. 

Various trade unions and workers’ organizations participated in the meeting. Speakers were from: 

Trade Union Centre of India (TUCI), Gujarat Federation of Trade Unions (GFTU), All Nepal Trade 

Union Congress (ANTUC), Mazdoor Sahyog Kendra, Jan Sangharsh Manch Haryana, Struggling 

Workers Coordination Committee(SWCC) – WB, Grameen Mazdoor Union – Bihar, All India Workers 

Council, Indian Federation of Trade Unions – AP-Telangana, IFTU – Odisha, IFTU (Sarwahara), 

MASA-Mazdoor Adhikar Sangharsh Abhiyan. Also, Karnataka Shramikshakti, All India Krantikari 

Kisan Sabha (AIKKS) and comrades from Germany and France were present. Com. Pramila and 

Sonu (Com. Sivaram's partner and his son) were also present and spoke in the meeting. The 

complete video of meeting can be watched by clicking here. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/WorkersUnity18/videos/470801767552481
https://www.facebook.com/154184555417488/videos/874984746565788
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The extremely shocking news of death of 

our beloved Com. Sivaram on the night of 

28th May 2021 has made all of us in MASA 

deeply saddened. Com. Sivaram was a 

brilliant leader in working class movement 

and mass movements in Odisha and a 

dedicated organizer in communist 

revolutionary movement. He was a leading 

comrade in Trade Union centre of India 

(TUCI), was an active leader in the formation 

process and development of MASA. He was 

Polit Bureau member of CPI (ML) Red Star 

and Secretary of its Odisha state committee. 

He fell ill with corona a month back and was 

hospitalized in Bhubaneswar on 3rd May. 

But as his situation deteriorated, he was 

shifted to ICU and then in ventilator. On 28th 

May night at around 11.20 pm, he passed 

away due to post-Covid complications. 

Comrade Sivaram has left a deep void that 

will be felt for a long time in working class 

movement, mass and democratic movement 

and in the struggle for a society free of 

exploitation, oppression and 

discrimination. He was instrumental in 

developing a strong movement and 

organization of slum dwellers in 

Bhubaneswar and beyond. He gave 

leadership to numerous trade union 

struggles in both organized and 

unorganized sector. He was actively 

involved in anti-Posco movement, Chilka 

movement and other mass and progressive 

democratic struggles in Odisha.  As a 

committed communist revolutionary 

activist, he contributed to the development 

of class struggle and revolutionary 

movement in Odisha and in different parts 

of the country. He was actively involved in 

the formation process of MASA in 2016 on 

behalf of TUCI. In December 2019, he was 

the main organizer of Odisha state level 

MASA convention in Bhubaneswar. His 

untimely death is a great loss for working 

class movement, progressive democratic 

struggle and revolutionary movement as a 

whole. MASA remembers him and his 

contribution as a brilliant working class 

leader and mass organizer, a firm and 

committed revolutionary and a sober down-

to-earth human being. The best way to 

remember him is to take his dreams 

forward. In this hour of loss, grief and crisis, 

MASA extends support and solidarity with 

TUCI comrades and Com. Sivaram’s family. 

Red salute to Comrade Sivaram! 

Co-ordination Committee, 

Mazdoor Adhikar Sangharsh Abhiyan 

(MASA) 

1st June 2021  

Com. Sivaram at the Odisha State Convention 

of MASA which was organized through his 

initiative. (1st Dec 2019)  

Mazdoor Adhikar Sangharsh Abhiyan (MASA)’s obituary of the departed Comrade Sivaram. 
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GROUND REPORT 

Nationwide protests held on the completion of 6 months of Farmers Border Protests against the 

three farm laws. Below are glimpses of the Black Day. As per Sanyukt Kisan Morcha, protests were 

held in Chamarajanagar, Mysuru, Ramanagara, Belagavi, Dharwad, Bangalore and other locations 

of Karnataka; Kurnool, Anantapur, Visakhapatnam, Krishna district and other places of Andhra 

Pradesh; Amravati, Nanded, Nandurbar, Nagpur, Sangli, Parbhani, Thane, Beed, Sholapur, 

Buldanha, Kolhapur, Aurangabad, Satara, Palghar, Jalgaon, Nashik, Mumbai and other places in 

Maharashtra; Begusarai, Vaishali, Purnea, West Champaran, Madhubani, Darbhanga, Sitamarhi, 

Siwan, Jehanabad, Ara, Bhojpur, Patna and other places in Bihar; Bareilly, Sitapur, Benaras, 

Balliyan, Mathura and other places in Uttar Pradesh; Sivaganga, Dharmapuri, Tanjore, Tirunelveli, 

Coimbatore, Karur, Chennai and many other places in Tamil Nadu; Jhunjhunu, Bharatpur, Shri 

Ganganagar, Hanumangarh and other places of Rajasthan; several places of Himachal Pradesh 

and terai region of Uttarakhand; every district of Punjab and Haryana; Rayagada and other places 

of Odisha and Kolkata and other places of West Bengal, Anantnag in Jammu & Kashmir, places in 

Tripura and Assam all witnessed lakhs of farmers and others mark the Black Day in various ways. 

Tikri Border 

Paschim Bardhaman, West Bengal 

Singhu Border 

Patna, Bihar 
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Rohtas, Bihar 

Kaithal, Haryana 

Haridwar, Uttarakhand 

Kerala 

Haiderpur, Delhi 

Nanded, Maharashtra 

Mayapuri, Delhi 

Faridabad, Haryana 
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GROUND REPORT 

The India Palestine Solidarity Forum (IPSF) organized a webinar on the topic 

‘Palestinian Resistance Emerges Resolute & Victorious, after Israel's Genocidal War 

on Gaza!’ on 23rd May 2021 at 3 pm (IST). 

The speakers were from various trade union federations and workers’ organizations 

from India namely, Aakanksha (IFTU-Sarwahara), Arvind Sinha (AIFTU-New), Bhim 

(MEK), Gautam Mody (NTUI), Animesh Das (IFTU), Rajiv Dimri (AICCTU), Rohit 

Ruhela (IMK) Sanjay Singhvi (TUCI), Shivani Kaul (Bigul) and people from the IPSF. 

Apart from them, various trade union leaders from Palestine and Canada also took 

part in the Webinar. The session was moderated by Feroze Mithiborwala (GS, IPSF) 

and chaired by Vasudevan Nambiath (TUSC). 

It was conducted on Zoom and telecasted live on Facebook. The complete video of 

the Webinar can be watched by clicking here. 

https://www.facebook.com/voiceofmvslims/videos/2708200919402284
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GROUND REPORT 

Protests were held across countries in May 2021 in solidarity with the Palestinian masses and 

against the Israeli attack on Palestine since decades which had recently seen a sudden spurt. 

Source: Redfish, Photos: Reuters 

Brussels, Belgium 

Baghdad, Iraq 

Tokyo, Japan 

Toronto, Canada 

Paris, France 

London, UK 

New York, USA 

Washington, USA 

Lebanese-Israeli Border, Lebanon 

https://www.facebook.com/redfishstream/posts/1231658747277954

