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EDITORIAL

FARMERS’ BHARAT BANDH CALL & BEYOND
Samyukta Kisan Morcha (SKM) has called upon
the whole country to observe one day Bharat
Bandh on 27th September, 2021 against the Modi
government. Naturally, this Bharat Bandh call
also aims at garnering support in favour of the
ongoing farmers movement whose main
demands are repeal of three farm laws,
institution of legal guarantee of MSP and repeal
of Electricity Bill, 2020. It must be however noted
that this time Samyukta Kisan Morcha (SKM) has
also added the demand of repeal of four labour
codes in the list of the nationwide main
demands that would occupy the focus during
the nationwide Bharat Bandh.

political call, openly directed and motivated
against Modi government. It first of all means
that the farmers and farmers' leaders have
stopped feeling shy of talking politics. It also
means that the farmers are now openly antiModi, otherwise such a direct call wouldn't have
come. This is a significant development. There
seems to be no taker of BJP in SKM or the
farmers' movement. They have perhaps also
decided to shun their old traditional politics
because of which they usually and naturally
became co-travellers of BJP type of narrowminded politics.

With this, the farmers movement will enter 11th
month with a bang. All parties, organisations,
associations and trade unions sans those
affiliated with BJP and RSS have supported the
farmers' Bharat Bandh call. It is being naturally
believed that the success of Bharat Bandh call
will be historic. Samyukta Kisan Morcha has
also reported in its regular communications and
press release that all possible efforts and
programmes are being undertaken to make the
success of Bharat Bandh call truly historic.
What is evident is that the farmers'
organisations have given for the first time a
direct
call
against
Modi
government
characterising it as an anti-farmer, anti-worker
and pro-corporate government. Naturally,
Bharat Bandh call has a clear political overtone.
In a way, it can be said that the farmers'
movement as a whole has moved a step ahead
as it has made Modi government its direct
target.
What is particularly noteworthy in this call? It
marks yet another departure point for the
farmers' movement and indicates a very
significant shift in its direction. What is more
importantly noteworthy is that SKM has for the
first time given a direct political call against the
Modi government. Undoubtedly, the present
call of Bharat Bandh is a well thought out
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But what lies beyond Bharat Bandh call and how
are the farmers expected to respond that? This
is the real interesting question at this juncture.
This question is important as no such call is
going to prevail upon the government and
awaken it to the reality. SKM will have to
concentrate on and think of the next level up to
where the movement needs to be taken and
developed. It is also true that with every next
stage or level, farmers and state are heading
towards a final show down. Both sides don't
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want it, nor do they want to mention it, but the
reality of the situation is forcing both of them
towards this. The stage of open hostility and
even confrontation is bound to come as there is
no meeting ground between the two i.e. the
openly pro-corporate government led by Modi
on the one hand and the agitating farmers on the
other.

huge people's pressure? Is he made of such
stuff? If people's movement for his resignation
becomes strong, will he, like Ms. Indira Gandhi,
readily hold elections peacefully, and, if
defeated electorally, will readily accept it and
relinquish power easily?

What would then farmers do to pressurise the
government which has vowed not to get
pressurised as its agenda is clear? Will and
shouldn't farmers demand Modi's resignation?
Will the farmers center their fight around this
demand, even prior to 2024? The logical
culmination of Bharat Bandh call or slogan
which characterises Modi government as a procorporate and anti-people Modi government is
certainly headed towards this and loaded with
this possibility.

Today's objective socio-economic as well as
political conditions are also entirely different.
Indira Gandhi was an authoritarian bourgeois
ruler and leader, where as Modi by all
imaginations is a fascist ruler. Indira Gandhi
had suspended democratic institutions for some
time, while Modi has usurped and subverted
democratic institutions from within as a part of
fascist take over of the bourgeois democratic
state. Media in her time was not allowed to work
independently, while in Modi's time pro-Modi
corporates have completely taken over, bought
and subverted the mainstream media so much
so that it works gladly in tandem with the
fascists and their agenda.

If this happens, it will be only second to JP
movement of 1974 in which, and it is a history,
Indira Gandhi was sought to resign even before
she completed her full term. This happened
even when she had won a thumping majority in
1972 general elections with the title of Goddess
Durga bestowed upon her in the wake of India's
military victory in Bangladesh war of 1971
against Pakistan. Will the history repeat itself
again? Will farmers movement at its next step or
stage demand Modi's resignation even before
he completes his second term?
Almost same is the situation now. Modi has also
won more than a comfortable majority on its
own in 2019 and, like Indira Gandhi, has been
very popular before a demand of his
resignation shall really surface. What would be
the political scenario if the history is repeated
once again and the demand of Modi's
resignation reverberates throughout India
through farmers' movement? Beyond this, the
similarity between 1974 and 2021 ceases and
dissimilarities becomes visible easily.
Indira Gandhi had lifted the emergency and
held general elections in 1977 in which she and
her party both got defeated and Morarji Desailed Janta Party (an amalgamation of anti-Indira
parties and organisations including Jan Sangh,
the old version of BJP) government had come to
power. This however could not even last its full
term. Will Modi be ever ready to resign under
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Here Indira Gandhi looks sober as compared to
Modi.

These and many other such differences are of
fundamental nature.
As the ruling big bourgeoisie of India always
practiced Hinduism in the main as its political
ideology, so did Indira Gandhi, and always
adhered to it, but, unlike Modi she is not known
to have led a communal fascist mass movement
or agenda. While Indira came to weld power
riding on the crest of popular nationalisation
drive of private banks and industries, Modi
came to power riding on the crest of the
communal xenophobic nationalist wave of mass
feeling and movement that RSS and BJP had
been successful in creating in India by
launching nation wide Ram Mandir movement
that culminated in demolition of Babri Masjid on
6th December in 1992. Later, Gujrat became the
laboratory of their Hindutva and fascist politics.
Modi who supervised the state-led attempt of
unleashing a war of genocide on Muslims in
2002 later became a symbol and an avatar of
Hindutva brand of politics. It was only in Gujarat
where openly naked pro-corporate and antipeople, anti-poor, anti-farmer and anti-worker
policies were successfully implemented for the
first time as a corporate-led model of
development to be later followed on all India
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basis under his prime-minister ship. This gave
the strongest ever basis of the rise of a
communal fascist ideology for which RSS is well
known. Later, this model of development was
successfully mixed with Hindutva brand of
extremely divisive politics based on hatred
against minorities and particularly Muslimbashing in a very dangerous manner. It was to
later become a lethal weapon, a dangerous
cocktail and a ghastly mix of pro-corporate
economic policies on the one hand and tall but
fake promises, lies and slander, and highly
communal nationalistic politics on the other, the
very basis of ascendance of fascist ideology to
power.

hinges our fate, too. If Yogi government is
defeated, which many would say is unlikely, it will
be a big setback to the fascists agenda of RSS and
BJP or their future rule in India. After Gujrat, UP
has been the laboratory of fascism. So, if its rule
falls in UP, it will bring disastrous effect for the
future fascist rule or agenda and they may decide
to take to non-peaceful means to either keep
themselves in power or establish their fullest
control all over the country. It all depends on how
and what the corporates decide for BJP and us
both and also how the balance of class forces and
overall growing socio-economic contradictions
arising out of permanent-looking economic crisis
finally settle in the country as well as in the whole
world.

It is already a matter settled in history that fascists
once having risen to the crest of state power using
parliamentary means, and having been able to
remain in power for a considerable time so that
they find enough time to capture state power by
capturing its important institutions (be it
institutions of military, police, civil and
constitutional administration) by getting their
trusted men well entrenched at highest positions
in those institutions, they seldom relinquish it (the
state power) through the same parliamentary
means. So, it remains to be seen what happens in
our country, whether they can be ousted from
power through elections or not is still a big but
unsettled question even amongst revolutionaries.
But one thing is clear. The possibility of Modi
resigning even when the whole country boils with
anger against him is simply out of question.

Similarly, if Yogi government wins, it will lead
them to intensify their attacks and based on
concrete analysis, they may go for non-peaceful
means from here, too. The main reason for this will
arise from the possible eruptions of social
upheavals due to ever deepening existential
crises of the people whose income is constantly
falling and social existence threatened due to
incessant corporate loot and plunder of the labour
and social wealth. To meet the challenges arising
from the constantly developing and deepening of
the revolutionary situations in the country and
abroad, the bourgeoisie dictatorship may shake
off their democratic façade, become naked and
get completely stripped of its veneer. Fullfledged fascism very much awaits us and it is well
in the offing.

Even this hope (which farmers are counting upon)
that farmers will be able to vote him out in 2024
and install another government at the center in
2024, can't be said with certainty to be realisable.
It is doubtful by all accounts, even if the
countrymen are against it. It is not without any
purpose that Modi's men were entrusted to
control the state's institutions. The body language
of the Modi government clearly hints at it.
It is however another matter and question that
even if some other party's government comes in
the center, whether the farm laws will be finally
repelled or legal guarantee of MSP will be given
is not certain. No opposition party has even
categorically promised this once.
2022 is going to prove a very crucial year for all –
for Yogi, for BJP, for farmers movement, for
democracy in general and certainly for all of us
who stand for progress and justice. On Yogi's fate
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If judged externally, the people's perceptions at
the present moment are all against Yogi's as well
as Modi's government. But BJP and RSS still have
many used and unused arsenals in their armoury.
They are with them. That's why even Rakesh
Tikait, who confidently says that BJP cannot win
more than 140 seats if elections are held 'honestly'
and 'peacefully', is not sure whether BJP will
surely be defeated. What he says in defense of his
doubt is very indicative of power of
maneuverability of the fascists. He says that who
wins will be finally immaterial as, according to
him, winning certificates will be delivered to BJP
candidates irrespective of who gets how many
votes. He also says that what happened in
elections to UP Zila parishad may be repeated in
assembly elections, too. Then, why not the same
will be repeated in parliamentary elections, one
may ask!
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But, what will happen if all such methods of either
intimidation or corruption fails? With this, another
question arises: will or can BJP afford a defeat in
UP at this juncture? And in this case, too, the
fascists may take to any means to keep
themselves in power. However, the final will of the
corporates matters the most in all these things.
If we suppose that BJP manages to anyhow pull out
a win in UP through elections using caste equation
management (for example, it can accept the
demand of caste based census and efficiently play
upon it), communal propaganda or even resorting
to small scale use of violence and other
intimidating tactics or methods against opposition
candidates, then what does it really mean for
politics in immediate future? It means that the
fascist can still use parliamentary means and
apparatuses to remain in power for some time. It
also means that a comparatively peaceful
situation may exist for some more time, but, if a
situation of revolutionary upsurge (let us suppose
for example that the ongoing farmers movement
takes revolutionary road) emerges so that it
becomes impossible for the fascists to continue to
wear the cloak of democracy anymore, then the
peaceful time may immediately give way to nonpeaceful time.
If BJP loses power in UP in spite of using all such
means and methods, it will give a great moral
boost to democratic mass movement, particularly
the ongoing farmers movement may emerge as
revolutionary mass movement. This may also
change the mood of the fascists who can turn to
non-peaceful means any day. If BJP loses power in
UP it will have its serious impact on general
elections to be held in 2024, too. Modi's rule will
come under serious threat. The question is : Will
or can the corporates afford Modi's defeat at the
center in the present circumstances? if not, what
would be the consequences of the developments
as discussed above?
So, what lies beyond Bharat Bandh is really a
mixed bag of things. But one thing is certain.
Whether BJP loses or wins in UP, the political
situation is going to be quite volatile and remain
so for the rest of time. The situation may turn into
anything and to any side. Are farmers able to see
beyond Bharat Bandh? Are farmers ready to take
on whatever comes beyond Bharat Bandh? These
are the most pertinent questions of today's
politics. Whether we accept it or not is another
matter.
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SOME
ENCOURAGING
MESSAGES FROM
OUR READERS
Dear Sir
The [August] issue of the
magazine was received several
days later. There is a lot of work
going on in your organization.
Thank you very much.
Sajjad Zaheer Solangi
Joint Secretary
Progressive Writers Association
Sindh (Pakistan)
[27th August 2021]
Salutations comrade.
We continuously read [The Truth]
magazine. The best labor
magazine. The articles are all
awesome. We select and discuss
each article. My request is that
this magazine should become a
print magazine.
Siga Marx
Coimbatore, TN
[25th August 2021]
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FARMERS MOVEMENT

SHARPENING CAPITALIST CONTRADICTIONS TURN
PEASANT MOVEMENT INTO MASS MOVEMENT
M. ASEEM
Heraclitus said, one cannot enter the same river
twice, because water flowing there is
continuously changing, i.e., no two situations
are identical as things never repeat themselves
in exact same way, each time they have a
uniqueness. Lenin also taught that ‘a concrete
analysis of a concrete situation’ ‘constitutes the
very gist, the living soul, of Marxism’. Hence
even a correct principle applied to every
concrete and specific situation as is
mechanically, converts it into a mere hollow
slogan. It is vital for a Marxist to analyse each
specific historical situation in all its concrete
and comprehensive aspects to arrive at the
concrete task of advancing the revolutionary
struggle. The difference between revolutionary
theory and verbiage in Lenin's view is that while
the first leads to the necessary and possible
concrete revolutionary action based on the
specifics of each situation, the latter does not.
No matter how sublime the sentiments,
howsoever unquestionable the dedication, if a
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theoretical analysis of a particular situation
leads to inaction rather than revolutionary
action, that theoretical analysis is hollow jargon
and rhetoric, not Marxism. Living Marxist
science determines the correct revolutionary
action in every concrete situation based on a
complete and comprehensive understanding of
all its particularities.
The one year old farmers’ agitation must also be
approached in the same way to understand why
this movement has been able to garner such
widespread support as revealed by the
Mahapanchayat at Muzaffarnagar and also why
both the Modi government and the very farmers
who stood behind Modi firmly till a few years
ago, have reached such a state of no return in
their ongoing confrontation, from where it is
very difficult for both to retreat. Only then we
will be able to understand this turning point in
the decades long, rich farmer led movement on
the question of making agriculture profitable
through higher remunerative prices for crops,
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that it has not only mobilised those sections of
the class-differentiated farming community
which are benefited by this demand, but has
also got the support of those including 86% of
the poor small-marginal farmers who do not get
any real benefit from the increase in the prices
of agricultural commodities as well as the
sympathy of the working class and other poor
and oppressed people of the country.

CAPITALIST ECONOMIC CRISIS & RISING
UNEMPLOYMENT
It was only by the end of the first decade of the
21st century, after a long period of neoliberal
economic policies, that Indian capitalism was
caught in the vortex of the inevitable economic
crisis created by these very policies, which is
now becoming increasingly acute. The main
symptoms of this crisis are falling rate of profit
per unit of capital, over-production (not
exceeding social requirements, but more than
the market demand), insolvency, stoppage of
industries or operations below capacity,
decline in new fixed capital investment, layoffs
of workers and fast rising unemployment due to
lack of recruitment, falling real wage rate,
mostly temporary casual jobs like maid, driver,
watchman,
delivery/courier
instead
of
permanent industrial salaried jobs, excessive
exploitation of workers, etc. This was the main
reason for the Indian capitalist class, especially
its financial and monopoly section, to abandon
its old and trusted party Congress and opting
for the fascist Modi, as it had to rapidly increase
the rate of exploitation of the working class and
handover the public sector to private monopoly
capital. Moreover, it has become necessary for
monopoly capital to appropriate the petty
capitalists themselves - small producers and
traders including farmers and a large section of
the middle class and take possession of their
wealth and capital. But this plunder and eviction
for the benefit of the monopoly financial and
industrial capitalists will result in great
suffering to this section and there will be
resistance to it. Therefore, instead of usual
bourgeois parliamentary democracy, the need
for an extreme reactionary fascist dictatorship
with a parallel state of the fascist hooligans
became the need of the bourgeoisie.
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This state of economic crisis was already
starting to emerge a decade ago. According to
the employment data of the Reserve Bank and
KLEMS for 2015-16 released on March 27, 2018
the total employment in the country declined in
three of the previous years, i.e., 2012-13, 201415 and 2015-16. Main reason for this was the
constant reduction in the number of labour
force, i.e., the total employment since 2005-06
due to increasing investment in fixed capital
(mechanisation, electrification, automation) in
agriculture. But for some years the labour
surplus from agriculture was being diverted to
industry and the services, especially the fastgrowing home and commercial building
construction sector, although the wages in these
sectors were barely liveable upon. But due to
the economic crisis in the second decade, new
jobs creation in the industry-services sector
reduced to such an extent that it could not
absorb the surplus labour released from
agriculture.
This decline in employment was at a time when
the economy was said to be growing quite
rapidly. In the subsequent years, it is well
known that crores of jobs have been lost in
construction, mining, industry, service sectors
to a large extent due to demonetisation and
GST. In 2018, the government itself had to
suppress its own survey in which the
unemployment rate was revealed to be at a
record low level of 45 years. The crisis in
agriculture has also deepened further over the
years. That is why the problem of unemployed
workers has become critical presently. The
situation is such that in 2018 itself, more than a
quarter of the youth in the age group of 14-25
were neither in education, nor undergoing any
training nor had any job! The situation has
become very explosive since then, especially
due to the highly repressive lockdown
implemented by Modi in the name of Covid.

URBAN TO RURAL REVERSE MIGRATION
According to the latest report of the Periodic
Labour Force Survey (PLFS) conducted by the
government, there has been a large-scale
reverse migration of workers from urban areas
to agriculture in the villages. 'Reverse' because
with the development of capitalism all over the
world and also in India, the normal historical
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trend has instead been the migration of workers
from villages - farms and handicrafts - to cities,
that is, to industry and services. The PLFS report
shows that while 42.5% of total employment was
in agriculture in 2018-19, this number rose
sharply to 45.6% in 2019-20.
Prior to this, the Consumer Household Survey
(CPHS) of the Centre for Monitoring Indian
Economy (CMIE) has also been reporting a
similar reverse migration, which has now been
confirmed in government PLFS, which has
found this number to be even higher.
According to CPHS, agricultural employment
was only 38% of total employment in 2019-20 as
against 45.6% of PLFS. We will come to this
difference later, it is better to first know that
according to CPHS, the increase in the share of
agriculture in total employment is not unique
for 2019-20, rather this ratio has been
increasing for some years. This ratio was 35.3%
in 2017-18, increasing to 36.1% in 2018-19 and
38% in 2019-20. Even after this, this growth
continued and the share of agriculture in total
employment in 2020-21 stood at 39.4%. It is
clear that it is not only because of the workers
leaving the cities to go to the villages, having
become lost their jobs owing to Covid and a
brutal lockdown. This is rather the result of an
already ongoing process of intense crisis in the
Indian capitalist economy.
The difference between CPHS and PLFS is
because of the different definition of
employment. The PLFS counts a person as
employed if he/she has worked any time in a
year whereas the CPHS has a comparatively
stringent definition. CPHS is a weekly survey
and considers those working for wages in
concerned week as employed. Employment in
agriculture is extremely irregular and for many
workers it is available only for a few days a
year. By the PLFS definition, all of them are
counted in the number employed in that year
whereas in CPHS only in the week when they
actually worked. Therefore, not only does the
total number of employed in PLFS increases but
the proportion of employment in the irregular
work in agriculture sector is also higher.
However, despite this difference between the
two, both the surveys confirm the increase in
the proportion of agricultural employment in
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the total employment, that is, due to the
increasing unemployment in industries, many
workers are being forced to return to the same
agriculture for survival from which they had
earlier migrated towards the cities and
factories. The PLFS confirms that the share of
manufacturing in total employment declined
from 12.1% to 11.2% (a decrease of 0.9%),
while the construction sector declined by 0.5%
and the transport, storage and communication
sectors by 0.3%. It is pretty clear that despite
announcements of lakhs of crores of rupees
incentives for the capitalist owners for reviving
production, the crisis in the industrial sector has
continued to intensify and the workers from the
unorganized sector of both manufacturing and
construction have become unemployed on a
large scale and forced to turn to agriculture.
Obviously, this reverse migration, instead of
being voluntary, is result of the painful
compulsion of the workers in the nonagricultural sectors due to the declining
demand for workers and rising unemployment.
The wage rate data in different sectors in the
PLFS itself explains the compulsion for the
working class behind this process and the
hardships of their lives. According to this
report, the average wage for regular salaried
employment is Rs 16,780 per month or Rs 558
per day while the average income from selfemployment (which itself is a result of high
unemployment) is Rs 10,454 per month or Rs
349 per day. In comparison, agriculture mainly
provides casual or daily wage work with an
average daily wage of Rs 291. Therefore, there
can be no doubt that the question of workers
voluntarily shifting to the lowest wage sector
when better alternatives are available does not
arise, but it is consequence of a serious threat to
the livelihood of the toiling masses due to the
deep crisis of the Indian capitalist economy, the
result of the crisis of unemployment, poverty,
inflation and hunger.
But to understand the reality of unemployment
crisis in India, one should rather look at the
number of jobs, not the number of unemployed,
because the method of counting the
unemployed is wrong ab initio and hides the
reality. The magnitude of the actual crisis will
be more apparent if we count those employed
from among those of working age. Roughly the
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current employment rate is around 40% in
approximately 100 crore people in the working
age group of 15 to 65 years. In 2016 itself,
before demonetisation, this rate was around
46%, i.e., 6% or about 6 crore persons became
unemployed in a little more than 4 years. On a
global scale, the employment rate in China is
above 70%, but in other middle-class
developed countries it is above 60%. Even on a
rough scale of 60%, one-third of the people of
working age in India are unemployed. Also,
according to the definition of employment that
we discussed earlier, many mostly unemployed
are also included in the count of employed.

THE IRRECONCILABLE CONTRADICTION OF
INDIAN CAPITALISM
Per the usual historical trend of capitalist
development, as new industries and businesses
develop and agriculture develops on capitalist
mode becoming mechanized and centralized,
large numbers of small farmers are ruined
through bankruptcy and evicted by large
landowners. Hence the population engaged in
the old rural production system of farming and
handicrafts becomes surplus on a large scale.
This surplus population is absorbed as wage
labour in the newly developing industry and
other businesses. But the dynamics of the
capitalist production system based on the
contradiction of social character of production
but private ownership for the profit of the
bourgeoisie soon begins to give rise to
unemployment in industries as well –
competition among capitalists leads to lowering
of variable capital, i.e., labour power in
comparison to the increasing investment in
fixed capital, i.e., machines and production
techniques. Therefore, unemployment is an
essential product of the capitalist mode of
production. The older developed capitalist
countries like Britain, Germany, France,
Holland, Japan, Italy, etc. were also able to
absorb only a part of the surplus population
from agriculture and handicrafts. But it was
possible for these capitalist countries to not
only export their capital and produced goods to
solve their crisis, but also to force emigrate a
large part of this surplus population to
continents like North & South America, Australia
and Africa. They had the opportunity to induce
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hundreds of millions out of their surplus
population, some voluntarily and some forcibly,
to relocate to these colonies throughout the 19th
century.
The sick and anaemic Indian capitalism born in
the era of colonial slavery had neither the
capacity and vitality to fully absorb the surplus
population of the villages through rapid
industrial development nor was it able to export
it abroad. Therefore, it constantly tried to hide
and contain the surplus population in various
ways – promotion of small-scale cottage
industries, keeping them tied to small farming
through loans and many such schemes, creating
illusion of improving life through handicrafts,
animal
husbandry,
fishery,
etc.
The
propagation of the idea of ‘idyllic’ rural life was
also a part of this, although apart from economic
reasons for the oppressed castes and women,
as well as for a section of youth, migration from
village to city was also an expression of their
desire to free themselves from the caste and
patriarchal oppression existing in the villages
to relatively less oppressive urban life. Thus, in
spite of slow industrial expansion, a part of the
surplus population in the villages was
constantly moving through the process of
urbanization. Nevertheless, these small
landholdings and farmsteads in the villages
which the poor peasants, along with their whole
family, worked with unceasing backbreaking
labour, were quite instrumental in absorbing
social discontent and rebellion by hiding the
massive unemployment in Indian capitalism.
The rapid capitalist development in agriculture
from the 1960s onwards created a class of
wealthy farmers with profitable capitalist farms,
the top layer of which has become the rural
capitalist, while also ruining and bankrupting
small farmers in large numbers. Some of them
were able to migrate to the cities, but most of
them, in absence of alternative employment,
could not get rid of their small pieces of land
even if they wanted to. The burden of about
40% of the population on 14% of the country's
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is sufficient to
explain the widespread poverty. Except a small
number of farmers owning more than half of the
total agricultural land, whose cultivation is
profitable, more than half of the landless farm
labour population of the villages as well as the
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effectively unemployed or semi-employed
majority of the small and marginal farmers lead
lives of extreme deprivation. The several lakhs
of farmers whose suicides we have heard so
much about in the last decades belonged to this
section.

generation in search of employment has no
other option but to fall back upon these the
small landholdings since the unemployment
rate among graduates of 20-24 years age group,
from 42% in 2017, has increased to 55% in 2018
and 63% in 2019.

But the way the capitalist economic crisis of the
last ten years has brought unemployment to a
frightening proportions and finally the brutal
lockdown in the name of covid prevention by
Modi, drove the migrant workers, deprived of
all employment, to the very villages which they
had left in search of some work to get rid of their
immense misery. Now, on the contrary, by
increasing the burden of the population
dependent on agricultural land through this
reverse migration, the crisis has increased
manifold. We have already seen that the
population dependent on agriculture increased
by 3.1% in the same year of 2019-20 as per the
PLFS. Consequently, this contradiction of Indian
capitalism has intensified sharply and has come
to an explosive position.

At the same time, the Modi government, which
came to power to fulfil the task of furthering the
interests of monopoly capitalists came up with
new agricultural laws that would take the
capitalist development of agriculture to the next
stage, that is, through centralization of
agriculture in the ownership of few large
corporates by further accelerating the already
ongoing process. For the farmers the new laws
represent the attempt by monopoly corporate
capitalists to finally uproot them from their land.
In such a situation, not only the already poor
small-marginal and medium farmers are
agitated, even the lower strata of the rich
farmers who have been benefiting from the
exploitation of the poor farmers and labourers
of the village in the capitalist development till
now, now feel threatened in the face of the
competition from the corporate capital. Fear of
the possibility of being dispossessed from the
very land which is seen as the last resort of
livelihood in the deepening economic crisis,
has made this movement against these new
farm laws a question of life and death for the
farmers who are now fighting back to save their
land. All these farmers, except the richest ones
who have become rural capitalists, have united
on the question of resisting their eviction from
land by corporate capital. This is the real reason
why the movement has garnered such massive
support among farmers and sympathy of wider
population and thus become so forceful,
sustained and long lasting. Even the rural
agricultural workers, who are very much
exploited by these very farmers, are
sympathetic to their cause, after finding the
doors to employment in industry closed to them
and their bitter experience of having been
thrown on the roads in the brutal lockdown
imposed in the cities last year forcing them to
walk hungry hundreds and thousands of
kilometres in the sun to get refuge in these very
villages which they had left earlier in search of
better living.

THE ISSUE OF LAND HAS BECOME A QUESTION
OF LIFE AND DEATH
While the rural population was already
suffering on account of the deteriorating
agricultural economy, high unemployment and
low wages, not only the flow of money sent to
these families by the migrant labourers who
went to the city to support their families'
livelihood in the village has now stopped, but
they themselves come back having become
unemployed. As a result of the large numbers
moving back to the villages, the supply of
workers there too has exceeded the demand.
Therefore, not only has the availability of wage
work drastically decreased, but the wage rates
have also fallen further. In the Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme (NREGA) too,
instead of 100 days 'guarantee' in 2020-21,
every registered worker got employment for
only paltry 12 days. Therefore, the huge semiproletarian population, which was gradually
getting freed from their attachment to
agricultural land, due to the this very tiny piece
of land in the village becoming a last resort of
support in the lockdown, their dying attachment
to the land has now revived with a vehemence.
On the other hand, the desperate young
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Modi government and its sycophant economic
experts are saying that corporate capital will
make massive capital investments in
agriculture to modernise and mechanise it,
which will create large number of jobs and
wages will increase. Yes, it's true that in some
exceptional cases, for example, initial phase
when mechanisation is introduced, it might
sometimes lead to a temporary increase in
demand for wage labour, especially for trained
labour able to work this machinery. However, it
is always a temporary and short-lived
phenomenon. Secondly, this first phase of
mechanisation in Indian agriculture is already
over. According to Economic Survey 2017, 91%
of motive power in agriculture was electric and
mechanic, not human or animal. The
mechanisation now, especially if done by large
corporate capital, can only be replacement of
small machinery with higher capacity
machines. When even the first phase of small
machines made such large numbers surplus to
agriculture, expecting next level to deploy
comparatively more wage labour is completely
unrealistic.
However, the farmers are petty owners and
commodity producers, and every commodity
producer, no matter how little surplus
marketable production he has to sell in the
market, has the natural propensity to demand
higher price for his goods. Hence, the Minimum
Support Price (MSP) naturally becomes the
main slogan in his fight. As a producer of
commodities, the farmer cannot express his
interest in any other form than this. However,
out of their deep fear borne out of past bitter
and disastrous experience of unequal market
competition with the corporate capital, farmers
have changed the very character of this
demand by converting the demand for higher
MSP into a demand for the legally enforceable
purchase guarantee at MSP of all the surplus
produce of all the farmers. In its essence, this
slogan has now become the refusal to enter
contract farming with the private capitalists and
a demand, instead, for the state itself to enter
into contract farming with the farmers. This has
become the main obstacle for the hegemony of
corporate capital in agricultural production and
trade. That is why the slogan to stop AdaniAmbani entry in agriculture has become the
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major symbol and war cry of the movement
finding much resonance from broad masses of
the country. In a way, farmers have parked their
tractor-trolleys on the roads to national capital
as a roadblock in the way of the Volvos and
Audis of the capitalists.

MODI - TRUSTED AGENT OF THE BOURGEOISIE
Along with the farmers, other working class and
poor sections of the society are also watching
the present government bring scheme after
scheme to help the capitalist class – reductions,
relaxations and concessions from corporate tax
to every kind of liabilities, up to 96-97% of the
bank loan amounts waived off in the name of
bankruptcy law, debts worth tens of lakh crores
have been written off, public property is being
given into the ownership of the bourgeoisie at
throwaway prices through privatization, the
government is going to hand over public assets
of about Rs.25 lakh crores to the capitalists for
Rs.6 lakh crores for 25 years in the name of the
policy of monetization, all public facilities like
educational institutions, hospitals, railways,
roads, etc., are being handed over to private
capital and taken out of the reach of the common
people; Public Private Partnership (PPP)
leading to all profits siphoned off into private
hands while the entire burden of loss is being
passed on to the general public, from
infrastructure
construction
to
weapons
manufacturing and defence deals, orders are
being given for all kinds of huge expenditure
schemes to benefit capitalists, many big
announcements like central vista, bullet train,
fighter plane, submarine, tank, enabling huge
profits to the capitalists in the form of
construction contracts, and to meet the
expenditure on all this, money will be collected
from the pockets of the public by increasing all
types of indirect taxes from diesel-petrol to
GST, etc.
On the other hand, not only are no public
facilities being constructed for the people, but,
through commercialization, the existing
facilities are also being made so expensive and
out of reach of the most people. For example, in
the education sector, not only the tuition fees in
schools and colleges amount to lakhs of rupees
per annum, the fee for entrance tests itself has
gone up to Rs 4-5 thousand per application so
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that admissions in these institutions are now
fully reserved for the rich and mighty. The fees
for the job applications are also being hiked
manifold rapidly. Often, crores of rupees are
collected from lakhs of applicants as fees and
after some time the whole process is declared
cancelled foe one or the other reason leading to
much
anguish
among
the
frustrated
unemployed youth.
The people are also watching that the capitalists
and a small elite of the society are being
enabled by hook or by crook by the
government to convert all disasters into
opportunity for themselves, whether it is an
economic crisis, natural disaster, or the Covid
pandemic. We have all seen the speed with
which the wealth of all the big capitalists like
Ambani, Adani, Tata, Ramdev, etc. has
increased by leaps in the current pandemic
period of great distress and suffering for the
common people. According to a recent report
by UBS, 8% of high income households have
benefited tremendously in a year and a half of
Covid – their financial savings have increased
to more than 5 Billion USD due to Covid
lockdown instead of earlier estimate of 2 Billion
USD only in the usual pre-pandemic days in a
similar period and they have invested heavily
in real estate, stock market, mutual funds,
government savings schemes, etc.
Having seen all this, not only the farmers, but
also all the working people, are coming to stark
realisation that this government works solely
for the interests of a few capitalists, not the
common man. At the same time, they are also
witness to the fact that while farmers are
complaining about not getting 'fair' prices, the
prices of these very same agricultural food
products skyrocket when they reach
consumers. The way the monopoly capitalists
like Adani have manipulated the trade to raise
prices of many commodities from mustard oil to
pulses is widely known to everyone. Therefore,
they find their interests aligned with the peasant
movement against handing over the trade of
agricultural commodities under the control of
corporate capital and against changes in the
Essential Commodities Act allowing capitalists
full freedom to manipulate prices for their super
profits. In such a situation, the farmers
movement's policy of making Adani-Ambani a
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symbol of their protest and targeting corporate
capital has become very appealing and
touched the psyche of the wider toiling masses
gaining their sympathy and support. Farmer
leaders also understand this. That is why most
speakers in the Muzaffarnagar Mahapanchayat,
tried their best to connect with them by, in
addition to farmers’ issues, raising the issues of
suffering for the general public due to high
unemployment and inflation.

THE EXTENT OF THE PEASANT MOVEMENT, AND
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE WORKING CLASS
Still being a petty-owner class, the farmers'
movement has its definite class limits. As
commodity producers and sellers they have
reached the demand for legally guaranteed
MSP, i.e., price contract with the state instead of
private capitalists, on their own, but cannot
understand its real implications. This is a
demand with revolutionary possibility as it goes
beyond the realm of capitalism itself since a
capitalist state can never fulfill this demand
(except for the extremely rare situations like
war, famine, etc. that also not always) because
it negates the very role of capitalist market. This
demand of theirs has become an impossible
demand within the purview of the capitalist
system, a demand that only a socialist state can
fulfil, because only a socialist state can enter
into a contract with the peasantry to buy whole
of their surplus product since a socialist state
has to fulfill the social needs of all its people.
Hence, it will procure all surplus agriculture
produce to supply the food requirements of all
the people not engaged in agriculture. But
being petty producers, farmers can never
realise this revolutionary implication of their
own demand. They have reached this demand
only to mobilise all peasants, however small, in
the agitation. The revolutionary transformation
of replacing the capitalist system with a socialist
social system can be accomplished only by the
proletariat, the most advanced class of history,
by the very reason of not owning any means of
production. Therefore, the responsibility of
converting this movement into a real
revolutionary upsurge also rests on the forces
of the proletariat, which can clearly tell the
peasantry that there is no question of their
bright future as small producers within
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capitalism. In the course of the development of
the capitalist system, they are bound to be
ruined in the face of big capital. Their future lies
in building a socialist society in place of
capitalism under the leadership of the working
class, in which the proletarian state will help
them organize and operate modern high-tech
agricultural production by forming collective
farms, and procure their surplus production for
the needs of the rest of the society and free them
from their enthrallment to capitalist market.
Only this will realise their quest for guarantee
of purchase of all their product free from market
volatility.
Therefore, at the present time, when, despite
the lack of cohesion in the political forces of the
working class, owing to the sharpening
contradictions of capitalism and the extremely
bitter experience of their material life, the
peasants and other toiling sections have arrived
at the spontaneous consciousness that the
existing state power belongs to the bourgeoisie
like
Ambani-Adani,
it
becomes
the
responsibility of the working class forces not to
lag behind this spontaneous consciousness of
the toiling masses, not to confine themselves
only to the support of the peasant movement,
but rise up to the occasion to be equal to their
historic role. As the most advanced and leading
class of history, working class political forces
must develop this consciousness against the
bourgeoisie and unite and mobilize all the
forces of the working people against the
oppression of capital. For a Leninist, a concrete
analysis of the existing concrete situation in
India today must draw this conclusion and focus
its energies on this revolutionary task, as “one
of the fundamental qualities of the Bolsheviks
[...], and one of the fundamental points of our
revolutionary strategy is our ability to
understand, at any given moment, who is the
principal enemy and to know how to
concentrate all our strength against that
enemy." (Report to the VII Congress of the
Communist International)
Instead, to say that the extermination of small
producers is an essential historical stage of
capitalist
development,
therefore,
the
proletariat should not be with the demand to
turn history back, but should raise its voice for
immediate relief to the ruined poor peasantry is
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out and out economism. Ignoring the main
contradiction of the current situation, this
effectively helps the bourgeoisie in the face of
the rising mass struggles.
Certainly the proletariat's interference in the
peasant movement can also be objected to by
saying that the movement includes reactionary,
casteist,
patriarchal,
communal,
khap
panchayat, old allies of BJP, Khalistani, etc
elements, so as real communist revolutionaries
we cannot participate in it. To respond to this we
will simply quote Lenin,
"Whoever expects a “pure” social revolution will
never live to see it. Such a person pays lip-service
to revolution without understanding what
revolution is.
The Russian Revolution of 1905 was a bourgeoisdemocratic revolution. It consisted of a series of
battles in which all the discontented classes,
groups and elements of the population
participated. Among these there were masses
imbued with the crudest prejudices, with the
vaguest slid most fantastic aims of struggle; there
were small groups which accepted Japanese
money, there were speculators and adventurers,
etc. But objectively, the mass movement was
breaking the hack of tsarism and paving the way
for democracy; for this reason the classconscious workers led it.
The socialist revolution in Europe cannot be
anything other than an outburst of mass struggle
on the part of all and sundry oppressed and
discontented elements. Inevitably, sections of tile
petty bourgeoisie and of the backward workers
will participate in it—without such participation,
mass struggle is impossible, without it no
revolution is possible—and just as inevitably will
they bring into the movement their prejudices,
their reactionary fantasies, their weaknesses slid
errors. But objectively they will attack capital, and
the class-conscious vanguard of the revolution,
the advanced proletariat, expressing this
objective truth of a variegated and discordant,
motley and outwardly fragmented, mass
struggle, will be able to unite and direct it,
capture power, seize the banks, expropriate the
trusts which all hate (though for difficult
reasons!), and introduce other dictatorial
measures which in their totality will amount to the
overthrow of the bourgeoisie and the victory of
socialism, which, however, will by no means
immediately “purge” itself of petty-bourgeois
slag.” (The Discussion On Self-Determination
Summed Up)
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PERIYAR

VICTOR JARA

E. V. RAMASAMY

IN MEMORY OF THE
REVOLUTIONARY
CHILEAN POET AND
ACTIVIST

142ND BIRTHDAY OF THE
ANTI-CASTE ACTIVIST

17th Sep 1879 – 24th Dec 1973
Periyar E V Ramasamy, a socialpolitical activist, is well-known for
starting the Self-Respect Movement
and as 'Father of the Dravidian
Movement'. He founded the Dravidar
Kazhagam (earlier, Justice Party) in
1944. His work against the caste and
gender inequality was ahead of his
time based on which he not only
continuously voiced his protests
against child marriage, Brahmanical
oppression, dowry system, and
superstition, but also stood for selfrespect, equality among men and
women, rational thinking among other
ideas. Periyar’s philosophy on the
question of religion, caste and women
have assumed great importance in the
era of rampant sexism and
communalism being propagated by the
present fascistic regime.
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28TH SEP 1932 – 16TH SEP 1973
Victor Jara was a Chilean poet,
singer, teacher, theater director
and revolutionary political activist.
Following the US-backed Pinochet
Coup in Chile, Jara along with
numerous other revolutionaries
was jailed and brutally tortured as
a result of which he lost his life.
“My guitar is not for the rich no,
nothing like that.
My song is of the ladder
we are building to reach the stars.
For a song has meaning
when it beats in the veins
of a man who will die singing,
truthfully singing his song.”
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FARMERS MOVEMENT

OPPOSE AND RESIST THE PRO-CORPORATE
FARM LAWS
COMMUNIST VOICE (DECEMBER 2020)
The peasantry is again astir and it is
making headlines. The farm bills passed by the
Modi government have raised the hackles of the
peasantry. The peasantry as a bulwark of
family, private property and traditional moral
values has always found a glorified place in
ruling class rhetoric. As an intermediary class
which is a proprietor as well as a toiler it has
always struck a sympathetic chord with the
mass of the other non-peasant classes too. From
Tolstoy to Premchand all have contributed to
this image and it is firmly etched in our minds.
No wonder then that the plight of the peasantry
moves the urban populace too. On the other
hand the working class which forms a majority
of the toiling masses hardly finds any such
sympathetic chord. It is only with the lockdown
that the migrant working population drew
attention to itself through its misery. All the
same when the labour laws were passed there
was not much of a noise from the better placed
part of the populace including the high paid
wage workers. This stance is reflected in the
slogans coined by our leaders -- from
Lal Bahadur Shastri's 'Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan' to
Vajpayee's 'Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan, Jai Vigyan'
to our very 'own' Kanhaiya's 'Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan,
Jai Samvidhan'. No mention is made of the other
toiling masses, the vast majority, the real
'annadata', the wage workers. We mention all
this because we appraise the farm bills from the
point of view of the working class of the cities
and the villages. It has to be noted that the
peasantry is no homogeneous class but has
undergone differentiation to the point that the
wage workers are in a majority even in the
villages. The marginal or poor peasantry also
derives it main source of income from wage
work. This is to be noted at the very outset so
that the specific demands of the rich peasantry
are not confused with the demands of the
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peasantry as a whole. And we must assert that
there is no such thing as a peasantry in general,
a term which as we said touches the sentiments
of the non-peasant sections too.
The agrarian crisis in India is a long
drawn one with periodic overproduction, debt
burden, increasing fragmentation of holdings
and the ruination of the peasantry. Add to it an
unmitigated ecological imbalance and you get
a bleak picture of distress and ruin. Since the
turn of the century it has also manifested itself in
suicides of lakhs of farmers. It is in this context
that the government has come out with the three
farm laws which it claims would benefit the
farmers. As we pointed out it should be
mentioned that while the term peasantry (or
farmer) in general has no meaning for it has
undergone differentiation, capitalism knows no
'laws' which can ameliorate the condition of the
peasants all promises and fairy tales
notwithstanding. All over the world in all
capitalist countries the peasantry has
undergone expropriation, has been reduced to
a tiny minority and still getting uprooted from
the land. It was interesting to hear Devender
Sharma, an agricultural expert saying that
everywhere such policies are followed that lead
to the uprooting of the mass of the peasantry
from land. He blames it on 'policies' while we
Marxists hold that matters are such under
capitalism and 'policies' are policies of a
certain class, the class of capitalists. This is
important to note so that any sentimentality
that comes tagged with the peasant question
is given a sobering rebuff. It is only under
socialism that the small producer is also
assured of a decent life but we need not dwell
upon it here. It is interesting to see that parties
with Marxist-Leninist tags talk of the peasantry
as a whole as if it were one homogeneous class.
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More curious is the case of those who talk of the
socialist revolution in India but seek to
underplay or deny the importance of the
differentiation of the peasantry. Then there are
others who preach that nothing that is there in
the farm laws need worry the working class.
Still some others who hold the same view but
make an exception with the Essential
Commodities Act which might lead to hoarding
and a rise in prices of wage goods. They also
don’t seem to be factoring in the political
forgetting that for Marxists the peasant question
is important from this point of view. Making only
an economic presentation only deters from a
proper presentation of the peasant question in
any society more so in a country like India
where there still exists a vast mass of small and
marginal peasants or semi-proletarians.
Moreover with a fascist party at the helm to
forget the political in this context is
unpardonable.

THE DISPLACEMENT AND DIFFERENTIATION OF
THE PEASANTRY
Let us take the situation
countryside as projected in figures –

in

the

The last agricultural census (2015-16)
shows that the overwhelming number of
holdings in India are small land parcels
constituting about 46.94 % of the operated area.
This category has increased from the last
census -"The small and marginal holdings taken
together (0.00-2.00 ha.) constituted 86.08% of the
total holdings in 2015-16 against 85.01% in 201011 while their share in the operated area stood at
46.94% in the current census as against 44.58% in
2010-11." Further marginal holdings (below 1 ha)
constitute 67.10 percent of operational holdings
while the small category constitutes 17.91%!!

This shows the ongoing fragmentation of
holdings with consequences for productivity,
growth and importantly, viability. While the
operational area has decreased there has been

an increase in the number of holdings. The
average size of holdings has also decreased –
"The total number of operational holdings
in the country has increased from 138.35 million
in 2010-11 to 146.45 million in 2015-16 showing
an increase of 5.86%.
"The total operated area in the country has
decreased from 159.59 million ha. in 2010-11 to
157.82 million ha. in 2015-16 showing a decrease
of 1.11%.
"The average size of operational holding
has declined to 1.08 ha. in 2015-16 as compared
to 1.15 in 2010-11."

So we can see the process of
displacement of the peasantry from the land
which as Lenin says1 may go on for decades and
it also implies a worsening of the conditions of
the peasantry. Further if we take the figures
from the general census (2011) we find that
there has been a decrease of the number of
farmers in the decade preceding it. The census
puts the figure at 86 lakhs. It points out that
compared to the 2001 census there has been a
44 percent increase in the number of
agricultural labourers.
The 70th round
of NSSO called the 'Situation Assessment Survey
of farmers' shows the following –
The report shows that the number of
agricultural households has fallen drastically.
The all-India figures show that agricultural
households account for 57.8 percent of the total
rural households. If we look at disaggregated
figures it is as high as 78.4 percent for Rajasthan
and a low of 27.3 percent for Kerala. For Bihar it
is 50.5 percent. We have this with a very broad
definition of agricultural household used by the
NSSO in this round. The survey says –
"An agricultural household for this survey
was defined as a household receiving some value
of produce more than Rs. 3000/- from agricultural
activities (e.g. cultivation of field crops,
horticultural crops, fodder crops, plantation,
animal husbandry, poultry, fishery, piggery,
bee-keeping, vermiculture, sericulture etc.) and
having at least one member self-employed in

1

"In effect, the fundamental and principal trend of capitalism is the displacement of small-scale agriculture by large-scale
production both in industry and in agriculture. But this displacement should not be interpreted merely as immediate
expropriation. Displacement also implies the ruin of the small farmers and a worsening of conditions on their farms, a process
that may go on for years and decades. This deterioration assumes a variety of forms, such as the small farmer's overwork or
malnutrition, his heavy debts, worse feed and poorer care of livestock in general, poorer husbandry – cultivation, fertilisation,
and the like – as well as technical stagnation on the farm, etc." (Lenin, Data on development of capitalism in agriculture; CW 22,
p. 70)
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agriculture either in the principal status or in
subsidiary status during last 365 days."

Further unlike in the last survey (59th
round) the requirement of land possession was
done away with. So we can see that even those
who engaged in little agricultural activity came
within its ambit. (However entirely agricultural
labour households were kept outside the
purview of the survey). A very large section of
the rural population stays in the villages but
does not engage in agricultural work. This
shows the extent of unemployment in the rural
sector and the displacement of the agricultural
population. This uprooting of the population
from the land should be seen as expropriation
and as the reserve army of labour which
provides cheap labour for Indian industry. The
Indian bourgeoisie sees cheap labour as its
main
comparative
advantage.
Of
the
agricultural households 22 percent earn their
living from wage labour and another 4.7 from
non-agricultural enterprises as the table below
shows. So farming no longer supports a vast
section of the rural population. If we look at the
rural section of report of the Socio-Economic
and Caste Census, 2011 we find that it puts the
number of rural households at 17.91 crores. Of
these agriculture is the main source of income
for 5.39 crores while manual casual labour is the
principal source of income of 9.16 crore
households. That means only 30.14 percent
household depend on agriculture for their
living while 51.4 percent have to take up wage
work.
Percentage distribution of agricultural households by
principal source of income

Cultivation

63.4

Livestock

3.7

Other agri. activity

1.1

Wage/salaried employment

22

Non-agri. enterprises

4.7

Others

5.1

(From Figure 3; NSSO report 70th round)

THE VARIOUS RESPONSES OF THE INDIAN STATE
TO THE AGRARIAN CRISIS
This being the situation in the
countryside, the agrarian crisis continued to
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fester. This is starkly brought out by the
suicides of farmers and agricultural workers.
The Indian state reacted to this mainly by such
short term measures as debt relief, an
unworkable insurance scheme tailored to
benefit corporates, subsidies, raising of import
duties etc. These measures were designed
more for political fire-fighting rather than as a
solution to the distress. MSPs continued to be
used more for political troubleshooting and for
electoral gains. (The MSPs were introduced as
price incentives to encourage farmers to grow
high yielding food crops during the green
revolution. Contrary to the vision then today it
is thought of as a burden in government circles
and among agricultural experts and think tanks
advising the government. In case of certain
crops they are still used as price incentives to
increase production, e.g., in oilseeds at
present) As far as the vision and the goal of
the state is concerned it is to get the farmers
out of agriculture (and hand over the farming
sector to big capital). This was quite squarely
put in the 11th plan approach paper as we shall
see (and many other government policy
documents). As an intermediary step it
suggests taking recourse to such measures as
contract farming and food processing (value
addition). The policy makers also stressed
diversification of crops as a measure intended
to solve the problem but all this was in vain. The
volatility in prices that this sector witnesses, and
this has been accentuated with the coming into
being of WTO, works to the detriment of the
farmers. The stark example of guar seed
production used for producing guar gum which
is used for drilling for oil (especially "fracking"
for shale oil) illustrates this well – With
exploration for shale oil going ahead at a rapid
pace because of the oil price boom guar gum
was in great demand. Peasants in Rajasthan,
Gujarat and Haryana switched to the production
of guar seeds, a kharif crop in a big way and
production doubled between 2011 and 2013.
After the boom came the oil recession in 2015.
Guar seeds which were selling at Rs 300 per kg
saw prices crashing to as little as Rs. 36 per kg
in 2016. This instance is quite illustrative of the
results of diversification. Futures markets also
saw heavy speculative deals affecting the spot
market prices in guar. For farmers it was a fairy
tale gone sour. The story was repeated in a
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number of other commodities. Take maize for
example and the maize story comes from none
other than the backward state of Bihar. Big
companies like Cargill and Louis Dreyfus
entered the markets and bought from farmers in
the Kosi belt. Agribusiness input giants like
Monsanto and DuPont have a lion's share of the
market. With rising exports and rising prices
Bihar's rabi maize production more than
doubled from 10.64 lakh tonnes to 21.26 lakh
tonnes between 2006 to 2014. Then prices
started going down. By 2016 global prices
crashed affecting exports with adverse price
effects for maize along with many other farm
commodities. The Bihar government's website
had to admit that "Bihar's corn revolution has,
however, been dealt a severe blow with the
crash in global commodity prices" (udyog
mitra, deptt. of industries Government of Bihar
website). The 1990s had seen cotton farmers'
suicides as the cotton story turned sour. Bumper
crops often lead to disastrous consequences
with prices dropping. So much for the freedom
of the farmer! So much for the slogan of "getting
markets right."
Madhya Pradesh which saw tremendous
(even double digit) growth in agricultural
production in the last two decades suddenly
saw the peasants take to the streets and violent
protests erupted in 2016. It was ironical that this
happened while the growth story was being
lauded by one of the leading agricultural policy
advisors of the state government, Ashok Gulati,
who had just written his paper on it – Making
rapid strides—Agriculture in Madhya Pradesh
(ICRIER - working paper. Gulati et al). Later he
had to admit -- "The farmers’ protests in Madhya
Pradesh (MP) and Maharashtra indicate that all
is not well on the economic front, especially
agriculture. If such unrest could happen in MP,
which claims to have registered the fastest agriGDP growth at 9.7 per cent per year during
2005-06 to 2014-15, then no state is likely to be
immune from it." (Indian Express, June 19, 2017).
Noting that inspite of record growth farmer
distress continues' he concluded that it is a
matter of "getting markets right". Further he
wrote – "The solution is simple: Abolish all
export bans, private stocking limits and
2

restrictions on futures trading in all agricommodities. This is all the more desirable in
commodities whose imports are open at low or
zero duties. If this is not done, the government
will be forced to buy all commodities whose
prices nosedive. This is neither an efficient, nor
a feasible policy option." We have seen all this
in the case of guar seed and maize above. It is
instructive. It is towards this end that he hailed
the present farm laws as "the 1991 moment for
agriculture". And en passant again one cannot
be struck with the irony of the matter that it is
the price plank which positions each of the two
sections of the bourgeoisie the rural and the big
into adversial camps. The lure of prices which
promise immediate gain works to the detriment
of agriculture as Marx notes in Capital2. All the
same the peasantry is bound to be lured by it
under capitalism. Truly the product rules over
the producer under capitalism as Marx and
Engels remarked. The ground water crisis in
Punjab is one such instance which increases the
costs of production too while despoiling the
environment.
We find that the nature of agricultural
produce with its vulnerability to weather and
other natural factors and wild fluctuations in
demand called forth by the capitalist system
make them especially susceptible to
speculation. Instruments like forward trading,
futures etc. which are supposed to give a
'stabilising' character to agricultural prices and
lead to proper "price discovery" cannot but
lead to speculation by their very nature. What is
called hedging against risks by bourgeois
economists is in fact nothing but another name
for speculation and all the futures and
derivative markets only accentuate the
problem of "right prices" rather than solve it.
This has become aggravated in recent years
with financialisation of these markets. It also
leads to a worsening of conditions of the mass
of the toiling peasantry and in some
monocropped export dependent economies
such conditions have even led to fratricidal
wars following the collapse of economies. The
futures market which has been touted as a
market which helps in 'price discovery' and
allows for hedging against risk for direct

See Marx, Capital Vol. 3, p. 617 (Progress Publishers, Moscow)
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producers directly contributed to the rise in
prices of primary commodities with its
speculative runs. While a rise in prices of these
commodities might have led to increase in
incomes for some it also contributed to great
volatility in prices hurting the direct producers,
the peasants. (We saw the case of maize above.
In 2015, futures trading in maize was said to be
11 times the size of the world maize harvest!)
This is what the Stiglitz Report on the 2008 crisis
had to say –
"Moreover, many developing countries,
especially those deriving export incomes from
the sale of primary commodities, benefited from
rising prices due to rising global growth that
accompanied the credit expansion before the
crisis. Speculative activity in recent years may
also have contributed to rising prices. But, this
beneficial trend in prices was also accompanied
by increased volatility."3

The UNCTAD noted the role of
'financialization' in commodity trading and the
consequent rise in prices –
"The strong and sustained increase in
primary commodity prices between 2002 and
mid-2008 was accompanied by a growing
presence of financial investors on commodity
futures exchanges. This “financialization” of
commodity markets has raised concern that much
of the recent commodity price developments –
and especially the steep increase in 2007–2008
and the subsequent strong reversal – was largely
driven by financial investors’ use of commodities
as an asset class.
"Over the 78 months from early-2002 to
mid-2008 the IMF’s overall commodity price
index rose steadily and nominal prices more than
quadrupled. During the same period, UNCTAD’s
non-fuel commodity index tripled in nominal
terms and increased by about 50 per cent in real
terms. Since peaking in July 2008, oil prices have
dropped by about 70 per cent, while non-fuel
prices have declined by about 35 per cent from
their peak in April 2008. This reversal is
considerable; however, it corresponds only to
about one seventh of the previous 6-year
increase, so that commodity prices remain well
above their levels of the first half of this decade.
While the timing differed from commodity to
commodity, both the surge in prices and their
subsequent sharp correction affected all major
commodity categories, and they affected both

exchange-traded commodities and those that are
either not traded on commodity exchanges or not
included in the major commodity indices (--). It is
this latter category that many financial investors
use for their investment in commodities".4

We can see how the commodity form of
the produce and ultimately the capitalistimperialist
system
which
encourages
speculation works to the detriment of the toiling
peasantry and makes it a victim of the system as
we noted above (note the peasant suicides in
India). The short-term gains appear to be
alluring while price volatility in the world
market brings ruin to this section of the
population. This is the result of "getting
markets right".
The bone of contention between the
farmers and the government, the three farm
laws were rammed through in parliament in the
current monsoon session. The government sees
an opportunity in coronavirus epidemic – to ram
through all politically sensitive bills which had
hitherto been hanging fire. So ultimately the
Second Labour Commission saw its labour of
love come to fruition in the form of the labour
codes while some states took it forward
suspending labour laws during the pandemic.
This
commission
had
submitted
its
recommendations way back in the year 2002.
Finally the farm bills were passed too. Let us not
forget that this too brings to fruition all the neoliberal economic ideas being pushed through
since the nineties. Now that the government has
decided to bite the bullet in a conjunction of
favourable circumstances let us not forget this.
While appraising these laws let us not be
blind to the vision which informs this
change. It was in the offing for long and it
took the political will of a fascist party led
government, a government wedded to right
wing policies, unabashedly pro-corporate,
to
ram
them
through,
protests
notwithstanding. The APMCs were sought to
be dismantled or let go to wrack and ruin and
way back in 2003 a model act was placed before
the states who were asked to amend their
respective APMC acts. One can go through the

3

Report of the 'Commission of Experts of the President of the United Nations General Assembly on Reforms of the International
Monetary and Financial System'; September 21, 2009; p.28
4 The Global Economic Crisis: Systemic Failures and Multilateral Remedies, UNCTAD Report, 2009; p.23
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intents of the said model act which while
treading slowly seeks to do much the same as
the present act in question. It also had a chapter
on contract farming. The Bihar government
scrapped the act as long back in 2006 with ill
consequences leading to existing APMC
infrastructure falling into disorder. At the same
time
unregulated
markets
with
little
infrastructure sprang up in Bihar to the
detriment of the peasant producers. The APMCs
had played out their part, creating
infrastructure for marketing of agricultural
produce, bringing a semblance of order in the
shape of licensed traders, auctions, timely
payments system, arrangements for weighing,
quality grading, sorting of produce etc. They
came into existence in the wake of the green
revolution and the green revolution having had
its run they no longer serve the purpose. A
special conjunction of circumstances, when
India suffered from devastating food shortage
and the country was said to live from ship to
mouth had ushered in the green revolution. The
green revolution had also the aim of smothering
the revolutionary stirring within the mass of the
peasantry (apart from addressing the problem
of food shortage, the green revolution also
made for the further penetration of commoditymoney relationships in the agricultural sector
resulting in generalisation of commodity
production leading to capitalist development.
The forces of liberalisation, privatisation and
globalisation unleashed from the nineties of the
last century were also to affect the agricultural
sector. It was widely lamented that the 'reforms'
were not touching the agricultural sector
though fall in public investment in rural india
(due to inter alia neo-liberal "fiscal
fundamentalism") and withdrawal of subsidies
along with withdrawal of QRs (quantitive
restrictions on imports), other NTBs (Non-tariff
barriers) and lowering of tariffs following the
establishment of the WTO regime had taken
place. The establishment of commodity
exchanges started with the National Multi
Commodity Exchange (NMCE) in 2002 to the
establishment of the latest one, ICEX, in 2018.
NABARD and other government agencies have
also funded these exchanges. In 2003, 54

5

hitherto
prohibited
commodities
were
permitted for forward trading. Wheat, rice,
sugar and pulses were in this list of 54
commodities. After grain prices soared and the
link between unwarranted rise in prices and
futures trading was established, futures in
wheat and rice were prohibited from being
traded in 2007. Such was the detrimental effect
of futures trading in grain. The formation of
these institutions with help of the government
was to go forward with futures trading in
agricultural commodities and we find that
agricultural experts hailing futures as a "price
discovery" model and for "hedging" against
risks. This is all humbug and we can see it from
the violent fluctuations in the prices of these
commodities in the world market affecting the
direct producers.
All the institutional mechanisms that
were being put into place were to encourage
the further penetration of the big corporates in
agriculture from farm to fork. It is to this end that
the Indian state has been steadily working with
amendments to Essential Commodities Act in
2003, amendments to APMC acts facilitating
private trading, provision of warehouse
receipts being used as negotiable instruments
("deepening of markets"), setting up of modern
commodity exchanges, lifting prohibition in
forward trading and futures in commodities,
facilitating contract farming, Farmer Producer
Organisations (FPOs) and giving them status of
companies under the Companies Act and
certain landlease agreements being allowed.
Corporate farming was also encouraged by the
government. Wastelands and commons were
handed over to the corporates in some states. In
Gujarat big corporates were given wastelands
upto 2000 acres for horticulture and biofuels for
20 year lease5. Agri Export Zones (AEZs) were
also established. In 2016 the NITI Ayog came up
with a Model Agricultural Land Leasing Act and
asked the states to take necessary action as land
is a state subject. So we can expect more action
on this front from the government. In May this
year the 'Group of Ministers on employment
and skill development' suggested land pooling
to enable corporatisation of agriculture. These
steps were to encourage corporate farming in

C. Bharwada and V Mahajan (2006): “Gujarat: Quiet Transfer of Commons”, Economic and Political Weekly, January 28, 2006
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agriculture. The appointment of the Shanta
Kumar
Committee
for
"unbundling"
(dismantling) of the FCI was also a step in this
direction. In all these cases the state
skillfully used arguments which would find
favour with the peasant as a proprietor, as a
commodity producer hankering after better
price realisation. It is to this end that all
propaganda has been directed. Agricultural
economist and an important advisor to the
government, Ashok Gulati's "getting markets
right" is one of such phrases. And all the
mechanisms being created are to facilitate the
dominance of big capital (corporates) in
agriculture. The prolonged distress of the mass
of the peasantry, the festering agrarian crisis is
to be countered with corporate farming.
Contract farming was proposed as an
intermediate step as it was thought to be
politically less explosive than direct corporate
take over of agriculture. It is the answer to the
agrarian crisis by capitalism. In opposing all
this we should not forget that pauperisation and
expropriation of the mass of the peasantry
cannot be done away with in any capitalist
society and it has been borne out by history as
we mentioned above. So socialism is the only
answer.

GETTING THE POOR AND SMALL PEASANTRY
OUT OF AGRICULTURE –
The policy makers know this fact of
pauperisation and expropriation but they never
admit it in so many words. Instead they go about
it in a roundabout way like this – the policy
framers point out to the share of agriculture in
GDP being only 16.5% (in 2019-20, a year of
slowdown, it has been even lower in other
years) while it has to take the burden of more
than half the population. So we find the 11th Plan
approach paper already pointing out to the
need of getting farmers out of agriculture. We
quote from it :
"Doubling the growth of agricultural GDP
to 4% per annum will improve rural
employment conditions by raising real wages
and reducing underemployment. However,
even if this is attained, an overall growth of 9%
will further increase income disparity between
agricultural and non-agricultural households
unless around 10 million workers currently in
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agriculture find remunerative non-agricultural
employment. To make this possible, and
absorb all new entrants into the labour force,
non-agricultural employment would need to
increase at over 6% per annum during 11th
Plan.(p.6)
“An aspect of the 11th Plan strategy is that
accelerated agricultural growth should be
viewed not so much as source of direct
employment but as necessary condition for
reducing underemployment and promoting
faster rise in agricultural earnings per head. We
must recognize that existing farm sizes set a limit to
how much can be earned from farming and that
with rapid growth in non-agriculture many farmers
may find it better to lease or sell their farms and
move to non-farm occupations. Many other farmers
will resort to mechanisation in order to increase
productivity, and in the process reduce
employment of hired labour. This is why the
discussion above has assumed that the entire
issue of additional employment creation should
be viewed from the non-agriculture side.
However, we should also note that the number of
femaleheaded households in rural areas is likely
to increase further as male workers seek nonfarm work, and that agricultural labourers will be
affected adversely by lower demand for hired
labour. In particular, we should recognise that
while
increased
land
transactions
and
displacement of hired labour are necessary for
better land use and to achieve productivity gains,
these can be socially disruptive.” (Towards
Faster and More Inclusive Growth - An Approach
to the 11th Five Year Plan (2007-2012); p.79,
emphasis ours)

So what we have here is the problem of
getting the marginal and small peasants out
of agriculture and it is towards this that our
rulers have been working. This paper is from
the UPA regime and we have it from the horse's
mouth albeit couched in 'politically correct'
terms. When Manmohan Singh, the then Prime
Minister, was shown the movie Pipli Live which
sought to focus on the farm distress he
remarked that the problem was to find jobs for
the Nathas (the protagonist of the movie). Yes it
is so and we should read all the three farm laws
along with the changes in the labour laws (the
so called Labour Codes). Further it is a
question of managing this 'socially
disruptive' plan of the big bourgeoisie.
Hence each law or amendment being passed
had to be something which could be
politically managed and we find the powers
that be treading slowly but deftly towards the
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goal of getting crores of people out of
agriculture. In the past there has also been talk
of a golden handshake to the marginal and
small peasants. The leader of one of the rich
peasant organisations, Sharad Joshi of Shetkari
Sangathana, had advocated this. It is quite clear
that the many changes being brought about are
to facilitate corporate farming. That is the
bourgeois answer to the festering agrarian
crisis and it cannot be otherwise. Many
schemes that have come up are all steps geared
towards this end. Take the PM Kisan Samman
Nidhi Yojana. It is income support for farmers
and is politically appealing. What is the
purpose of this income support? Actually the
advisors to this government suggest that MSP is
a costly proposition and is "market distorting"
(market/trade distortion is the standard neoliberal term which was also widely bandied
about in the WTO negotiations to do away with
subsidies, QRs (quantitative restrictions) in
imports, other non-tariff barriers (NTBs), high
import tariff regimes etc. The standard
understanding of neo-liberal economics is that
the market knows best and is most efficient in
allocation of resources notwithstanding all
evidence to the contrary). So it was held that it
is better to commute the amount in money terms
and hand it over to the farmers as income
support. (Indian Council for Research on
International Economic Relations – ICRIER's
study on the subject of MSPs and the income
support alternative suggests as much). This is in
line with decoupled income support, that is one
which has nothing to do with actual production,
which again is allowed by the WTO and comes
under its "green box" subsidies (permitted
subsidies). This is a way to see farmers out of
agriculture – an indirect way of getting them out
of it. It is politically less explosive too, a concern
voiced above by the government. (En passant
'producer retirement benefits' are also allowed
under WTO) It is also in keeping with this that
the government has started this scheme. We all
know that financial magnates have repeatedly
campaigned for cash transfers instead of
subsidies or in-kind delivery of benefits.

DBT, PDS, FCI AND MSP
The Alliance for Financial Inclusion in
league with the World Bank and other
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institutions has sought to push for bank accounts
for every person or household (like Jandhan
accounts) in every 'developing' country. It is
also in keeping with this that the abovementioned benefit transfers are taking place.
Direct Benefit Transfers are touted as more
efficient and helpful for the beneficiaries and
helps in checking 'leakage' (corruption). When
we look at the current farm bills we should also
keep in mind the system of cash transfers that
have been started. If the farmer today is
worried about MSPs and only 6 percent of them
benefit from it according to the 'High Level
Committee
on
reorienting
and
role
restructuring of the Food Corporation of India'
or the Shanta Kumar Committee we cannot
make it a plea for jettisoning our protests on the
bills in the name of MSPs being a rich peasant
plank (by the way Shanta Kumar Committee's
report should not mislead us about the extent of
MSP beneficiaries being only 6 percent for a
band of 22 agricultural products get MSP.) The
committee's very mandate was part of the vision
to dismantle the PDS and FCI. This of course
cannot be done away in one go so intermediate
steps
have
been
recommended
like
procurement of grain surplus states should be
handed over to the respective state
governments, privatisation through contractual
work, private warehousing and procurement
etc. The committee recommended cash
transfers instead of physical delivery of grains.
It wants the food security cover to be brought
down from the present coverage of 67 percent
of the population to 40 percent. Current
suggestions from certain quarters are that it
should be reduced to 20%. It also suggested
raising the TPDS (targeted public distribution
system) price for non-Antodaya households to
50 percent of MSP. So instead of provisioning
we have here proposals for gradual withdrawal
of provisioning. Later of course we would have
only direct benefit transfers (cash transfers).
When we appraise the matter we need to keep
all this in mind. So let us not appraise the 3 farm
laws without keeping all this in mind. That the
BJP government in its last tenure sought to hand
over farmers land to corporates through
repeated ordinances shows the political will of
the fascists to do the bidding of the corporate
sector.
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THE THREE FARM LAWS
Let us now come to the three farm laws at
the centre of the storm –
The three farm laws at the centre of the
controversy were proposed in the Rs. 20 lakh
crore 'package' announced in May this year by
the Prime Minister. Then on June 5, 2020 three
ordinances were passed promulgating these
laws and finally they were rammed through
parliament in its monsoon session without
discussion and proper voting. Let us see their
salient features –
The Farmers’ Produce Trade and
Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Act,
2020, has also been dubbed as the "bypass
APMC laws" as APMCs come within the ambit of
the powers of the states and the Centre cannot
undo them. Noting that inter-state trade
belongs to the domain of the Centre this act was
promulgated. It seeks to make it possible for the
farmer and the buyer to buy at any place and
without paying any cess for sale and purchase.
They seek to override state APMC laws. Under
this law state governments cannot levy any
market fee, cess or levy on farmers, traders,
and electronic trading platforms for any trade
coming within the ambit of this law. Trade can
be conducted almost anywhere from the farm
gate to warehouses or silos or other trading
platforms. Farm produce has been defined to
mean both field and livestock produce. There is
no restriction on anyone buying for retail, enduse, value addition, wholesale trade,
processing,
manufacturing,
export
or
consumption and is allowed to trade anywhere
within the state or inter-state. Trade in such
agricultural produce which are regulated under
state APMC Acts requires FPOs, agricultural
cooperative societies or persons having PAN or
any other document notified by the central
government. The actual framing of the rules will
show the extent to which it will lead to
centralisation and state patronage for as it has
been rightly said the devil lies in the details.
Within the specified trade area electronic
trading is also allowed. We have seen what
happens when APMCs are abolished in the case
of Bihar. Further it has been touted that
middlemen would be done away with. Small
producers can hardly afford to do away with
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middlemen and take the onerous task of
bringing their produce to the market all highsounding propaganda notwithstanding. The
dispute resolution mechanism is through the
accursed venal, anti-people bureaucracy and
3-tiered from conciliation boards to the
collector or the additional collector of the
district.
The second law recently passed by
parliament is the The Farmers (Empowerment
and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance
and Farm Services Act, 2020. It has come to be
known as the law for encouraging contract
farming. Under this act farming agreements can
be made prior to production or rearing of any
farm produce which would finally be procured
by the sponsor. It seeks to regularise and
formalise any such agreement between the
producer and the sponsor who can be literally
anybody including individuals. It also has place
for 'aggregators'. This pompous sounding name
borrowed from IT based services like taxi
aggregators and services aggregators like
Uber, Zomato and Urban Company is actually a
euphemism for the much maligned middleman.
These middlemen also find mention and their
relations with both farmers and sponsors would
also be formalised. The act also provides for
electronic registration of agreements. The
agreement "may" have mutually agreed terms
laid down for supply, price, quality and
standards of produce. The agreements "may
provide" for such terms and conditions which
allow for monitoring and certification during the
time of production of farm produce or during
the time of delivery. To ensure credit flow or
risk management to farmers and sponsors both
these agreements can be linked to central and
state government schemes or financial service
providers. One provision that is being touted as
a great protective clause for farmers is that
sponsors cannot acquire ownership rights of
farmer's land and that no permanent
modifications can also be made on the land.
This provision is to be taken with a pinch of salt
as we know that even with formal ownership of
land remaining with the peasant it can be
reduced to a fictio juris, to a mere phrase; with
effective control by big capital, and only the
bigger party can dictate terms under
capitalism. We see that the propaganda
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troopers of the BJP highlighting this feature of
this law. As it is, everything from inputs to
production everything will be either done or
managed by the 'sponsor' whose say will be
decisive. Further even after this products can
be rejected on grounds of quality and proper
certification. This has been the experience of
farmers dealing with 'sponsors' even today. The
truth is whoever calls the shots is the actual
master, the law hardly matters. This has
happened throughout history. As we said above
contract farming is thought of the politically less
explosive way to introduce control by
corporate or corporate farming and in fact has
been suggested as an intermediate stage.
Contract agreements made under this act
will be exempted from state laws aimed at
regulating sale and purchase of farm produce.
They will also be exempted from the provisions
of the Essential Commodities Act, 1955 and no
stock limit obligations will apply. Prices will be
mentioned in the agreement and is supposed to
include a guaranteed price apart from any
bonus or premium. They are to be linked to
suitable benchmark prices. The method of
'determining prices' is to be laid down in the
agreement. This again is something which
makes for arbitrariness and the bigger party
(the sponsor) can take advantage of it as it
would be able to get skillful lawyers to draft
agreements with a catch.
The dispute resolution mechanism again
gives up the peasant to the accursed corrupt
and anti-people bureaucracy which can be
easily
manipulated
by
the
sponsors
(corporates). It has a provision for a
'conciliation board' and if the dispute is not
resolved the bureaucracy has been made the
appellate authority (the SDM in the first instance
and then the collector or additional collector).
The ruling given will be final and binding.
The Essential Commodities Act, 1955 has
been amended and now allows for the
regulation by the union government of the
supply of certain food items only under
extraordinary circumstances (such as war,
famine, extraordinary price rise and any natural
calamity of 'grave nature'). In case of steep
price rises certain stock limits may be imposed.
Only in the case of a 100% rise in retail price of
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horticultural produce and in case of nonperishable agricultural food items with a 50
percent rise in their retail price can the
government take action. It has been dubbed as
the "Freedom of food stocking by
Agribusiness law". It is feared that it might
lead to hoarding to increase prices. It is also
thought of as necessary to take positions in the
futures markets for agribusiness.

"1991 MOMENT FOR AGRICULTURE"
Nothing can be as misleading as calling
it a "1991 moment for agriculture" for the mass
of the peasantry, i.e., the toiling peasantry. It is
to assume that this peasantry is an entrepreneur
of the industrial type whereas the peasant
becomes a commodity producer without the
means to do so as it lacks capital and in any
capitalist country it is a hobson's choice for
him(/her) and he has to "keep up to the market"
without the wherewithal to do it. We can see that
he is not free but his choices are totally dictated
by big capital, the behemoths of agribusiness.
He can be made to respond through the price
incentive and that means that he gives himself
up to the blind (today we may add highly
speculative) forces of the market with its price
volatility as the above-mentioned UNCTAD
report brings to the fore. Only a miniscule
section of the peasantry – the rich peasantry can
hope to gain and tide over the troughs and
crests of price realisations because of a greater
cushion of capital and can hope to use all the
credit and other marketing mechanisms to its
benefit. For the mass of the small and marginal
peasantry it is "deficit farming" and they can
hardly cope up in better times let alone in times
of distress (Karl Kautsky in his Die Agrarfage
wrote extensively on deficit farming under
capitalism). There is no such thing as getting
prices or markets "right". What the MSP regime
could not do can also not be done by the
"freedom" of the farmer to sell his produce to
the buyer of his "choice". The small player
cannot afford to be a 'chooser'. The laws have
also been glorified in the name of one nation,
one market. This will mean greater
centralisation. We can understand that when
even the state governments would lose their say
how the toiling peasantry can have one. The all
India market would mean that bigger players
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would be able to take advantage of it. The all
India market will make for more speculative
buying and centralisation leading to draining of
the best products to metropolitan centres, to
make processed off-the shelf foods and exports
(note the accent on value addition) and lead to
further accentuation of the antithesis of town
and country.
So who all are the intended
beneficiaries? They are the behemoths of
agribusiness. Some of the names that come to
our mind are, for instance, Monsanto, Louis
Dreyfus, Cargill, Adani Wilmar, Reliance Retail
and such food processors like Pepsico etc.
These Indian and foreign companies are the
ones driving the changes. We know that the IPR
(intellectual property rights) regime and the
WTO agreement on agriculture were pushed
through by international capital. Let us see how
the international business in agriculture is
controlled by these giant multinational
companies. The extreme monopoly that is
driving the agricultural scene has worked to the
detriment of the direct producers. Let us begin
with agricultural machinery. It is known that the
European and North American market have
become saturated. The biggest companies like
Deere and company, the Fiat group and AGCo
who control most of the market (more than 50
percent) must look forward to the emerging
markets now. They have been affected by the
slowdown in agriculture in Europe and America
and want to sell in the upcoming Indian and
Chinese markets. The Economic Survey of 201920 talks of the need to address the issue of farm
mechanisation. It speaks of a massive thrust to
promote latest agricultural machinery. At the
same time it notes that small holdings apart
from other factors are responsible for the low
rate of mechanisation. It notes that "overall farm
mechanization in India has rather been lower
(40-45 per cent) compared to other countries
such as USA (95 per cent), Brazil (75 per cent)
and China (57 per cent)". That mechanisation of
Indian agriculture is low and productivity
suffers evidently concerns our policy makers.
Obviously small peasant farming is a big
barrier. The Economic Survey also underlines
the need "to free land markets".
If we take agrichemicals and seeds,
Monsanto, DuPont, Chem China and Bayer

THE TRUTH | Year 2 | Issue 5 | September 2021

dominate the scene. They are said to have more
than 60 percent market share. The IPR regime
ushered in by the WTO has greatly benefitted
the seed supplying companies. The monopolies
of agribusiness work in tandem with world
(imperialist) bodies like FAO, World Bank and
governments to frame policies which suit them.
Their influence is huge and they dictate the type
of agricultural regime that the world is to have.
As for trade in agricultural commodities only
four giant companies control 70 percent of the
world market. They are ADM, Cargill, Louis
Dreyfus and Bunge dubbed as the ABCD group.
Another new contender is COFCO of China.
They have their hand in the Indian pie too which
is going to become bigger for them with the
working of the above mentioned farm laws.
The 'Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation' is
bankrolling research at ICRIER which deals
with agricultural markets etc. Let it be known
that the IT industry is also interested in having a
share of the party. From agricultural production
to retailing big data and intelligent machines
are a big market for Microsoft, Amazon and the
like. Big data also means effective control for
'data is the new oil' as they say. Smart farming is
already the 'in thing'. So it is these set of
monopolies which are set to benefit from the
changes and are its drivers too through
numerous policy suggestions made by think
tanks bankrolled by them. With liberalisation,
privatisation and globalisation it is actually the
"1991 moment for agriculture" for the
corporates.

GIVING UP THE VILLAGE TO THE CORPORATE
SHARKS
It is interesting that while a section of the
Indian revolutionaries tag themselves to the
movements of the rich peasantry in the name of
the peasantry, it is still to a extent justified
according to their understanding of the stage of
the revolution as democratic (peoples
democracy, new democracy). Caught as they
are in their time warp they are still consistent in
that way. We of course should note the
dichotomy
between
their
semi-feudal
characterisation and the typical capitalist
character of the demands made by the rich
peasantry and supported by them. It is still
curious that those who hold India to be
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predominantly capitalist and talk of the socialist
revolution almost clapping with glee at the
proposed hastening of the take over of the
villages by the corporates. It is interesting that
how they tend to slip from the recognition of the
capitalism to its apologia. We see that they
hardly see it in terms of the class struggle and
the significance of laws which tend to worsen
the conditions of the toiling masses who ought
to be recognised in word and deed as allies of
the working class revolution. That is why we
said that in this matter politics is what mattered.
The peasant or agrarian question is basically a
political question. That the nature of the
proposed laws which deliver the toiling
peasantry up to big capital is what should be
opposed tooth and nail. We have shown that the
intent of the laws is corporate loot of the
villages. Towards this end many changes were
being brought about. Not satisfied by the pace
of the changes that have taken place the three
farm laws have been enacted to hasten the
process. In this case it is our task to ramp up our
propaganda and agitation in the villages and
tell the toiling peasants of the intent of these
laws; fascist prop troopers have already
launched their propaganda about the new India
of "freedom of the farmer" that would be
ushered in through these laws. We ought to tell
them that it means that they will finally be
expropriated, that their land will go to the
corporates and rich peasants. While we are
duty bound to tell the toiling peasantry that
there is no succour under capitalism and their
destiny is displacement from the villages, it is
definitely not our duty to hasten up the process
but to rally the toiling masses in the fight against
capital. We ought to tell them that the process is
not to end with the three laws but would go
further. There has long been the talk of the
'freeing up of the land market" and the
Economic Survey of 2019-20 again asserts as
much as we saw above. Given this the said
document also speaks of the "reallocation of
labour", an assertion of the intents of the 11th
plan approach paper as we saw. So given the
political strength of the counter revolution
new land lease laws would be in the offing
and finally we would be faced with the

6

"freeing up" of the land market too. It is
delivering of the village to the corporate
sharks.
While being so assertive of the hopeless
position of the toiling peasantry under
capitalism and see its ultimate destiny in
proletarianisation and hold it as an economic
fact how can we think of fighting against this
economic fact in life. How do we view the
economic laws of capitalism? Let us see what
Lenin has to say on this score –
" The objectivist speaks of the necessity
of a given historical process; the materialist
gives an exact picture of the given socialeconomic formation and of the antagonistic
relations to which it gives rise. When
demonstrating the necessity for a given series
of facts, the objectivist always runs the risk of
becoming an apologist for these facts: the
materialist discloses the class contradictions
and in so doing defines his standpoint. The
objectivist speaks of “insurmountable historical
tendencies”; the materialist speaks of the class
which “directs” the given economic system,
giving rise to such and such forms of
counteraction by other classes. Thus, on the one
hand, the materialist is more consistent than the
objectivist, and gives profounder and fuller
effect to his objectivism. He does not limit
himself to speaking of the necessity of a
process, but ascertains exactly what socialeconomic formation gives the process its
content, exactly what class determines this
necessity. In the present case, for example, the
materialist would not content himself with
stating
the
“insurmountable
historical
tendencies,” but would point to the existence of
certain classes, which determine the content of
the given system and preclude the possibility of
any solution except by the action of the
producers themselves. On the other hand,
materialism includes partisanship, so to speak,
and enjoins the direct and open adoption of the
standpoint of a definite social group in any
assessment of events."6
In order not to degenerate into
apologetics about the inevitability of the
present situation, about the depredations of the

Lenin, The Economic Content of Narodism, CW 1, pp. 400-01
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capitalist order we ought to speak of
counteraction by the affected classes, i.e., the
mass of the toiling peasantry, our ally in the
proletarian revolution.
The laws that have been enacted now
would of course show their effect with a time lag
and that is why those that are not caught in its
immediacy have not fully woken up to the
disaster that awaits them. As for the agitation on
the question of MSP, let us remind the reader
that prices are what drive the agricultural
producer who has been responding to price
signals as we pointed out. It is in the nature of a
proprietor, a commodity producer that the
peasantry reacts to prices and the allure of
prices always hold him in its thrall. The fear
about MSP is not misplaced and we all know that
the rich peasantry with his kinship to the mass
of the peasantry in terms of the common interest
of a commodity producer has been able to
present its interests as the interests of the whole
of the peasantry. So it is the immediacy of the
reaction to bypassing of APMCs and the
emergence of private players that makes the
peasant wary of the move to do away with MSPs.
After all MSPs as price incentives have outlived
their historical role in augmenting production
and productivity. To think that we ought just not
to oppose these laws just because we are
opposed to "remunerative" prices for farmers
as the majority of the population consisting of
wage workers and the mass of the peasantry are
net consumers is missing the wood for the trees.
These laws would open the floodgates to
agribusiness behemoths which would lead to
speculative runs leading to distress for the mass
of the consumers when prices are high and for
direct producers especially mass of the toiling
peasantry when the prices are low.
How can we separate the procurement
by the FCI and other state bodies from the
institution of the Public Distribution System
(PDS). We all know that it is the government's
goal to do away with PDS and turn it into a Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) for which institutional
forms like Jan Dhan Khata (bank accounts for
all) have already been instituted. This of course
could not and did not raise the ire of the
population as it appears to be innocuous to
them as of now. Doing things piecemeal helps
in taking the sting out of the process. We know
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one step towards dismantling of the PDS system
was taken when it was transformed into
Targeted Public Distribution System. Many
needy families were left behind in the process.
While these changes were already in place the
BJP government came to power with greater
political will to do the bidding of big capital and
appointed the Shanta Kumar Committee (or
'High Level Committee on Reorienting the Role
and Restructuring of Food Corporation of India
(FCI)') in 2015 as we saw above. The report of
the Committee also highlighted the fact that
only 6 percent of the peasant population gained
by the MSP system and by implication we can
say the sub-text was that it didn’t matter much if
the system was scrapped too. We would like to
make an observation here that it shows how
even
the
purportedly
protectionist
mechanisms (MSP in this case) of the
capitalist system can be used by the better
off sections of the peasantry only. All the
same MSPs were indeed a benchmark price
and its effect was such far reaching that it did
indeed lead to changing of cropping patterns
and monoculture of a few varieties of food crops
at large, drawing in all sections of the
peasantry. We might note that the
recommendations find a chord with the
recommendations of the OECD (the rich nations
group) and ICRIER study (OECD Food and
Agricultural Reviews – Agricultural Policies in
India; 2018)
We have seen that the goal is throwing
open agriculture to the corporates. So how can
any of our analyses stop merely with the present
laws and not see the whole picture? What the
BJP government does presently with MSPs
depends wholly on political expediency and its
political management. Whether it thinks that it
can do away with MSPs and manage the fall out
or it continues with MSPs for some time will
depend on the perceptions guiding its political
management. One way suggested is about
decoupled income support as we have seen. It
has been claimed that it is a cheaper way out. It
is a sort of buying out of the peasantry. It will
depend on how strong the present government
feels or perhaps to strengthen its social base it
may continue with MSPs for the 6 percent. After
all ahead of the Maharashtra elections last year
the state BJP-headed government approved

28

changes in a law for marketing of agricultural
produce which included a penalty of Rs.50,000
and a year's jail term for any trader paying
below the government's MSP. So which way
things turn out is open to question and politics
is what matters. Moreover, MSPs in this case
have also to do not just with "remunerative"
prices but an onslaught on MSPs is to do away
with
government
procurement
and
provisioning for the PDS which will directly
affect the poor working masses. On the other
hand the great majority of the Indian people are
wage workers and not peasant sellers of
produce. They are periodically hit hard by
inflationary trends and any policy has to
address their concerns too. So this has been our
stand on remunerative prices and we have not
made any common cause with the clamour for
the continuation of MSPs. All the same MSP
jettisoning comes coupled with PDS jettisoning
and we should mark that in the present context.
So how can we be blind to the politics of
the matter? The revolutionaries hold the mass of
the toiling peasantry to be an ally. The peasant
question has always been an important question
in societies having this intermediate class.
Whether the bourgeoisie is to wrest influence
over this section of toilers or the proletariat is
able to win it over depends upon the policies of
the revolutionary Marxists. We know that this
class, with its kinship with the proletariat in as
much as it is a toiler and its kinship with the
bourgeoisie in as much as it is a proprietor and
seller of produce, is susceptible to the policies
of both the classes. Even imperialist powers
have skillfully maneuvered to win over these
masses. In Japan the US occupation army under
Gen. McArthur redistributed land to the
peasantry on the basis of land to the tiller to
break the back of Japanese militarism with its
social base among the landlords. Such
instances are found in history. How can we be
blind to it. Any revolutionary presentation
cannot rationalise the working of the capitalistorder and hold that it is a law of capitalism that
the peasantry would be uprooted and
expropriated. Yes it is a law but like any
economic law in capitalist society it is subject to
counteraction. The agrarian question requires a
7

revolutionary presentation. The question is that
the first round of revolution was lost leading to
the bourgeois-landlord land reforms in favour
of the landlords and the peasant bourgeoisie.
The green revolution helped in generalisation
of commodity-money relationships and
stabilised capitalist rule in the countryside. Now
the question has moved to the second phase,
the time of the socialist revolution when the
bulk of the peasantry, the poor peasantry and
the proletariat ought to take state power under
the leadership of the proletariat. At this stage
when capitalist relationships have become
predominant, the big bourgeoisie comes along
and makes a sort of 'clearing of the estates', that
is it wants to take over the countryside. It wants
to plunder the village and reallocate labour to
industry, cheap labour with a huge reserve
army of labour waiting to make its dreams come
true. What are we to do, stand aside in the name
of the proletariat, say that all this hardly
concerns the working class as it is not being
affected? It is the parcel holders who are going
to be uprooted! This is not revolutionary politics
at all. We should strongly oppose the handing
over of the village to corporate plunder. What
Lenin taught us about revolutionary proletarian
politics? Did he say it is merely a relation
between two classes – the capitalists as
employers of labour and the workers as sellers
of their labour power and that all the rest does
not concern us? Should we be oblivious to the
depredations of capital in the name of contract
farming just because we think that our
conditions of wage labour won't be affected
much! Here is what Lenin said – "SocialDemocracy represents the working class, not in
its relation to a given group of employers alone,
but in its relation to all classes of modern
society and to the state as an organised political
force."7 To say that the working class has not
much to lose because its conditions of life would
not be much affected by the said three laws is
also to make a crass economistic presentation at
best. Politics is what is needed. The bourgeoisie
negotiates its interests by managing its class
relations with the peasantry politically. MSPs,
debt waivers, raising of import duties all have
been used as short term measures for

What is to be done? Chapter III; 'Political Agitation and Its Restriction by the Economists
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firefighting in distress situations while in the
long term policies which aim at greater
penetration of big capital are adopted. The neoliberal plank doesn’t deter it from taking such
measures wherever necessary as also noted in
the case of MSPs. Anyone plotting the trajectory
of changes in the countryside can say that it is
corporates all the way in the long run. It is
making use of the price plank and the pretext of
exploitation by merchant capital, itself the
result of capitalist development, to push in the
present laws in the name of better prices,
removal of middlemen and finally "freedom of
the farmer". History has shown how giving fillip
to price incentive based agriculture with its
price fluctuations and volatility brings misery to
the peasants. This situation can only be
overcome by a "common, all embracing and
far-sighted control of production". While
commenting on this Marx observed that "such
control is on the whole irreconcilable with the
laws of capitalist production, and remains for
ever a pious wish, or is limited to exceptional
co-operation in times of great stress and
confusion."8 This demands the supersession of
the capitalist mode of production. What we
have from the government are all sorts of
market solutions like encouragement of food
processing, increase of warehousing, futures,
marketing freedom and so forth which do not
and cannot get over the problem of price
volatility, expropriation and resultant distress.
It is only socialism which can bring relief and
prosperity to the small farmer in general. The
present dispensation wants to move over to the
clearing of the countryside and hand over the
village to the corporates. The answer to this is
not rationalisation of the fact that capitalist
competition results in monopoly but politics,
the revolutionary politics of alliances and
united fronts. Further with a fascist government
at the helm we ought to take advantage of any
fissure in its support base. That the rich
peasantry, the bulwark of conservatism as we

remarked is today turning against the fascist
government even if temporarily should be
taken advantage of to weaken it. As Lenin said
even the smallest rift between various groups
or types of bourgeoisie should be taken
advantage of, even if that be temporary and the
ally be vacillating9. It requires flexibility in
approach and then we should also remember
that the dividing line between lapsing into
opportunism and a flexible revolutionary policy
is thin and ever changing, but it is there and it
depends on how we keep our hold on the long
term goals, how we manage not to sacrifice our
long term goals at the altar of expediency. To
end, to forget the political and make an
economistic presentation is unpardonable,
more so with a fascist party in power.
Down with the farm laws! More are in the
offing, beware!! Socialism is the only answer to
the farm distress!!!

[Editorial Note: Although we completely
agree with the basic sentiment and
direction expressed in this article, it is also
true that our understanding in many ways,
even on some basic issues, such as on
some fundamental questions associated
with
working-class
revolutionary
propaganda in the farmers movement and
also on other questions, differs from it, or
can be said to be articulated differently.
But notwithstanding this difference, we
strongly advocate this essay and hope that
the differences that exist are capable of
being resolved through bilateral fraternal
dialogue. In this regard, we have also
presented a verbal proposal to the group
behind this essay a few days back and they
have also given positive signs about it.]

8

Capital, Volume 3, p. 120 (Progress Publishers, Moscow)
The more powerful enemy can be vanquished only by exerting the utmost effort, and by the most thorough, careful, attentive,
skillful and obligatory use of any, even the smallest, rift between the enemies, any conflict of interests among the bourgeoisie of
the various countries and among the various groups or types of bourgeoisie within the various countries, and also by taking
advantage of any, even the smallest, opportunity of winning a mass ally, even though this ally is temporary, vacillating, unstable,
unreliable and conditional. Those who do not understand this reveal a failure to understand even the smallest grain of Marxism,
of modern scientific socialism in general. ("Left-Wing" Communism – An Infantile Disorder; Coll. Wks. Vol.31; pp. 70-71)
9
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DUSHYANT
KUMAR

GAJANAN MADHAV

MUKTIBODH

88 BIRTHDAY OF 20
CENTURY’S PROMINENT
HINDI POET
TH

TH

1st Sep 1933 – 30 Dec 1975
Born in Bijnor in Uttar Pradesh,
Dushyant Kumar became one of
the most prominent poets of the
20th century particularly for his
Hindi Ghazals.
One of his most prominent
lines:
“Mai bepanaah andheron ko subah
kaise kahun,
Main in nazaaron ka andhaa
tamaashbeen nahin”
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57TH DEATH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE REVOLUTIONARY
POET

13TH NOV 1917 – 11TH SEP 1964
aandhi ke jhoole par jhoolo
aag baboolaa ban kar foolo
kurbaani karne ko jhoomo
laal sabere kaa muh choomo
ae insaanon, os naa chaato
apne haathon parvat kaato
path ki nadiyaan kheench nikaalo
jeevan peekar pyaas bujhaalo
roti tumko raam na degaa
ved tumhaaraa kaam na dega
jo roti kaa yuddh karegaa
wo roti ko aap varegaa
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ASSAM’S DARRANG EVICTION VIOLENCE

ON MAYNAL HAQUE AND BIJOY BANIA
Two strange characters in one strange story. When they met, history cried.

ANGSHUMAN CHOUDHURY
On 23 September, 28-year old Maynal Haque
lay dying on a dusty patch of grassland under a
sparsely-clouded sky in Assam’s Darrang
district. He had just lost his home to a battalion
of nearly 1500 security forces and bulldozers.
He received a single bullet to his chest and it
was sucking the last ounce of life left in him.
Then came Bijoy Bania – a photographer hired
by the local administration. As if stomping on a
fly that had already been squatted, Bijoy
feverishly jumped on Maynal’s dying body and
punched his punctured, heaving chest. Twice.
As heavily-armed security forces looked on.
That single brief moment, caught unsparingly
by a cellphone camera, captures multiple
histories of hatred – stacked one upon the other.
Maynal was hit by one bullet, but he died many
deaths.

He is the average Assamese Nationalist’s settler
colonialist who is out to occupy their beloved
state.
Maynal, today, is also a national enemy. He is
the Muslim that the ruling Hindutva monarchs
want to expunge. He is that wretched invader of
sacred Hindu lands and encroacher of Hindu
temples. He is the beef-loving Muslim who
slaughters and eats the holy cow.
Maynal is guilty, Maynal is guilty. Of what?
Maynal is guilty.
Maynal is an absurd historical creature, a
nobody lodged between two histories. Maynal
is stuck in a rotting No Man’s Land – between
Assamese jatiyatabad and Hindu rashtravad. In
fact, he brings them both together. His mere
existence fuels the fire of love between them.
He is the great unifier.

But who are these strange, grisly characters in
this strange, grisly story?
One at a time.
Who is Maynal Haque?
Maynal Haque is many things at once. He is the
all-weather bahiragata (outsider) in Assam. He
is that alien, that termite, that infiltrator which the
Assamese need to get rid of to redeem itself. In
Maynal’s annihilation and misery, lies
Assamese salvation and joy.
Maynal is that great historical enemy of the
Assamese race whose loyalties lie in East
Pakistan. He is CS Mullan’s “land hungry
peasant” who trespassed a nonexistent colonial
border to grab Assamese land. He is SK Sinha’s
Bangladeshi invader who pushed Assam’s
Muslim population up by many multiples
overnight.
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Maynal, in short, is a multi-dimensional enemy
for many, a microcosm of myriad animosities.
He is the ultimate persona non grata in this part
of the world today – both for an Assam paranoid
about bidexis (foreigners) and an India doped
on Hindu pride.
Maynal, strangely, is also an Indian citizen. He
features in the glorious National Register of
Citizens (NRC) and carries an Aadhar Card.
Such is the profound paradox of being Maynal
in today’s Assam.
Maynal, in fact, is so many things at once that he
ends up being a bewildering abstraction.
But, the hatred that killed Maynal is not abstract.
It is very specific. Which brings us to our
second character – Bijoy Bania. Who is he?
Bijoy is the protector of the Axomiya jati. He is
the vanguard of Axomiya jatiyatabad. He is a
Khati Axomiya or ‘purebred Assamese’ – as also
declared ceremoniously in his Instagram bio.
His veins carry unsullied Assamese blood, and
the pores on his skin ooze pristine Assamese
sweat. He is the son of the soil.

history, the frontline commander in the Battle of
Saraighat. He is the batman of Axomiya
jatiyatabad.
Assam’s land under threat of evil Bangladeshi
invaders? Call Bijoy. Muslim foreigners
encroaching temple land? Call Bijoy. A dying
termite who is still not dead? Call Bijoy. What a
man.
Bijoy’s toned muscles, pumped with gyminduced testosterone, is testament to his valour
and bravado. The gamusa around his neck is an
even bigger testament – to his unflinching
loyalty to the Assamese cause. The tiny tika
(Hindu ceremonial mark) on his forehead?
Well, that’s just a cherry on the cake.
Strangely again, Bijoy too is an Indian citizen –
like Maynal. He probably features in the NRC
and has an Aadhar – like Maynal. But, stranger
even, he is not Maynal. He is the majestic king
of the jungle, while Maynal is the sly little fox.
There is an infectious sort of grace in Bijoy’s
gait, in the way he stomps and punches a dying
Maynal. What a brave man.
In short, Bijoy is a proud, nonviolent, secular,
casteless Axomiya who wasn’t born out of a
mother’s womb, but emerged out of the sacred
soil of ancient Pragjyotishpur. No land title,
birth certificate or voter list copy can validate
Bijoy’s immaculate past. He is above
documentary pettiness – reserved only for
Maynal.
Maynal is abstract and complex. Bijoy is
specific and simple. Yet, in this violent
intersection of the abstract and the specific –
captured in 1 minute 10 seconds by a random
cellphone camera on 23 September 2021 - lies
the story of Assam. A story stitched together by
pride, blood and gore.
Remember Maynal when you think about
Assam. Remember his historic courage, his
martyrdom. But, also don’t forget Bijoy. Or his
epic cowardice. If you think about them
together, you can perhaps scratch the surface of
the 21st century dystopia that is Assam.
Rest in peace and power, Maynul Haque.

Bijoy is a warrior. A bit like Lachit Borphukan,
maybe. He is the MVP of modern Assamese
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[Note: Originally publish in ‘Barbed Wires’
blog which can be accessed through here.]

33

DMRC VS RELIANCE INFRA

COMPANY RAJ AGAIN
S. V. SINGH
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) floated
tender for a 22.7 km express metro rail line from
New Delhi railway station to Dwarka Sector 21
via Indira Gandhi International Air Port in the
first quarter of 2008. Reliance Infra, an Anil
Ambani Group company formed a consortium
with a Spanish company, ‘Construcciones y
Auxiliar de Ferrocarriles S.A.’ and floated a
new company ‘Delhi Airport Metro Express
Line Private Limited (DAMEPL) to become
eligible to participate in this international
tender process and this company, eventually,
begged this contract. Letter of Acceptance
reads, “Tender for Concessionaire for Design,
Supply, Installation, Testing, Commissioning of
all Systems and Operation & Maintenance of
Airport Metro Express Line- AMEL P-1 Tender.”
Part of the job worth ₹2700 crore was to be done
by DMRC. The agreement was termed as
‘concessionaire’ because the concessionaire,
DAMEPL was to pay an amount of ₹51 crore
annually to the DMRC in lieu of passenger fare
and all other commercial benefits to be
generated by this entire prestigious line for the
entire contract period of 30 years. Annual 5%
increase was stipulated in concessionaire fee of
₹51 crore. Maximum fare was also fixed which
was ₹150 one way up to airport and monthly
pass for ₹2000, one way fare between airport
and Dwarka being ₹30 and monthly pass ₹600.
Train was to run at a speed of 120 km per hour
and the total project had to be completed within
2 years, Stipulated date of completion being
July 31, 2010. Any delay in completion will
attract penalty, Liquidation Damages on weekly
basis as per terms of the contract. Stamped
Contract Agreement was signed by both the
parties on Aug 25, 2008. Besides this, the
revenue to be generated by the concessionaire
was also to be shared with DMRC like this; 1%
from first to fifth year, 2% from 6th to 10th year,
3% from 11th to 15th and 5% from 16th till
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agreement ends i.e. 30th year. DAMEPL
engaged M/S Shirish Patel & Associates
Consultants Private Limited as consultants.
Their report dated 17th May 2012 about
passenger safety also played a critical role in
favor of Reliance company, DAMEPL.

Division of the work between DMRC and
DAMEPL proved to be critical in the end. It
reads like this in the CA (Contract Agreement),
“The scope of the project shall include
performance and execution by DMRC of all
design, engineering, financing, procurement,
construction and testing of the civil works to the
limits identified in Schedule ‘B’ and performance
and execution by the Concessionaire of all
design, engineering, financing, procurement,
construction
completion,
installation,
commissioning
and
testing
of
the
Concessionaire’s work shall be done as
described in Schedule ‘C’ of this agreement,
together with the subsequent operation and
maintenance of the entire Project. The scope shall
also include the creation of additional infra
structure and Project System to augment the
AMEL System during the Concession Period, to
meet
the
passenger
carrying
capacity
demanded.”
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Anybody having even elementary knowledge
of Civil Engineering and the process of such big
projects to be completed in time bound manner
can vouch without any hesitation that this is an
ambiguous and unworkable division of work
which is doomed to fail. Anil Ambani’s
companies have a track record of making mess
of any project. What made the DMRC officials to
believe that such an overlapping division of
work will not lead to delay in completion and
complications and litigation as a result of that?
This question has to be uppermost in mind
whether the Contract Agreement was so
designed intentionally and deliberately
planned in a way from the beginning with
malafide intentions to benefit Anil Ambani.
It is pertinent to look at the financial strength of
Reliance Infra, the company which was
awarded this contract worth about ₹2800 crore
of a very prestigious project of DMRC, a public
sector company known for timely completion of
its projects. Total cost of the project comes to
₹5500 crores, although this also is not
mentioned anywhere in tender documents,
quite strangely. According to a Business
Standard report, Reliance Infra is under
bankruptcy proceedings. It has ₹14260 crore
consolidated debt and ₹3808 crores standalone debt as of March 2021. Anil Ambani has
proved his incompetence in whichever sector
he ventured into and Reliance Infra is almost a
sunk ship. In 2008 also it was a sinking ship.
Tendering process and the financial credentials
that this company submitted along with tender
documents also warrant to be investigated
thoroughly.
Conforming to the track record of most of Anil
Ambani projects, this DMRC contract too never
ran professionally and it was no surprise that
the project was nowhere near completion on
the due date 31st July 2010. DMRC had
completed their part of the job worth ₹2800
crore within time. DAMEPL complained of
financial difficulties as an excuse for delay and
got the dead line extended by 60 days till Sep
30, 2010. This date too passed and line was not
ready. There is never dearth of excuses with
Anil Ambani companies. New date of
completion, Nov 30, 2010 was allowed by
DMRC but the ‘express line’ was not ready.
DAMEPL, finally, reported on Jan 10, 2011 that
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project is completed and that DMRC may
conduct the running test. Project was delayed
by 163 days. Railway commissioner conducted
the train running test on Jan11, 2011 but the test
of running the train at a speed of 120 km per
hour failed. Ambani’s company was ready with
excuse. Speed of train at 120 km per hour too
much, it should be reduced to 105 km per hour.
DMRC agreed and gave green signal to run the
train at reduced speed. This is surprising and
suspicious. Hardly a month passed and there
were noticed total 1551 cracks over 367 girders
which means that 72% job was found to be
below quality parameters, faulty and
hazardous. Trains were stopped. A joint
inspection of the line was then conducted on
March 22, 2012 and deficiencies of serious
nature were noticed. Ambani’s companies
never run out of excuses and they submitted a
letter dated 23.05.2012 ‘explaining’ the reason
of cracks. It is because of fault in bearings under
the ‘Y’ shape duct that allow pillars to sink and
this leads to crack, DAMEPL said. Fault lies not
with them but with the DMRC. Usual game of
passing the buck and ‘not I but you are
responsible’ between DMRC and DAMEPL went
on and at the end of which Anil Ambani’s
company DAMEPL was declared winner,
unsurprisingly
Ugly but well- known game of mud- slinging in
writing also began between DMRC and
DAMEPL. Ministry of Railways and Ministry of
Urban Development also joined the friendly
match. Everybody in this country knows that
whenever there is fight between any company
owned by Ambanis and government, it is the
Ambanis who win. This is not a new
phenomenon, it is going on since the days of
Dhirubhai Ambani. Entire capitalism has, now,
become crony, the whole pack has got rotten
but Dhirubhai Ambani was a born crony. He is a
pioneer of cronyism in this country. A new
excuse was pushed by the DAMEPL that in case
the speed of the ‘express’ train is further
reduced to 80 km per hour, our track will
sustain!! Enough of the excuses, said DMRC and
they cancelled the contract on Oct 8, 2012.
DMRC got the value of the work done by
DAMEPL valuated by a public sector railway
construction company IRCON. They valued the
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job done by Ambani company to be ₹2273.67
crore.

TRIBUNAL AWARD WAS BIZARRE
This prestigious project of DMRC was to be
completed on 31.07.2010. Projects that are to be
completed within 24 months have monthly
completion targets also. DMRC may be under
confusion or may be pretending to be in
confusion whether this Anil Ambani company
will be able to complete the project in
stipulated time but no Delhiite was under any
confusion that this is a ‘political’ project and it is
going to fail, miserably. One may refer to the
newspapers of those times where, there was
everyday one or the other story that this is a
doomed project. Who says cronyism appeared
during Modi rule? New liberal policies got
unrolled in 1991 and this was the exact
beginning of cronyism. Rahul Gandhi’s
sarcastic taunt, ‘Ham Do-Hamaare Do’,
sometimes, creates a smokescreen as if AdaniAmbanis are born after 2014. Do not fall prey to
naivety. These companies were ruling the roost
during
‘gentlemen’
Manmohan-MontekChidambaram’ era as well and as usually.
Difference is in the degree, ferocity and
brazenness only, not in content.
First concern of the citizens of this country
should, therefore, be that in case there is any
laxity on the part of any official of DMRC which
are apparently there, it should be construed as
connivance in the loot and he should be tried
accordingly. Whopping ₹2800 crore of the
public money was squandered by DMRC,
unmindful of what ‘the partner’ of the project is
doing! It is very pertinent and should be
emphasized that treasury is filled by over one
lakh crore, ₹1,00,00,00,00,00,00/ every month
from GST collection and same about one lakh
crore ₹1,00,00,00,00,00,00/ as taxes on diesel,
petrol, gas every month, which is squeezed
from the hungry and the destitute masses. Each
and every item attracts indirect tax-GST. One
has to pay GST even after one’s death as the
wood consumed in funeral pyre also carries
GST in its cost.
Since dispute could not be resolved, DMRC
invoked arbitration clause on Oct 23, 2012 as
per terms of the contract. A three- member
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arbitration panel was constituted, namely, H.L.
Bajaj; S. S. Khanna and A. P. Mishra.
Cunningness of the Ambani company, DAMEPL
had no limits. Even after arbitration clause was
invoked, company shot another letter on Jan 18,
2013, stating that they are still willing to work on
the project with ‘mutual cooperation’ but speed
of the train requires to be reduced to 80 km per
hour. This was definitely a ploy to mislead the
arbitrators that they remained committed to the
project up to the last and they are innocent. By
that time, however, DMRC officials knew that
this ‘mutual cooperation’ will, certainly, land
them in Tihar Jail. They declined.
‘Learned’ arbitrators continued post mortem of
every clause of the contract agreement for
about 3 years. Each and every line of the
contract was dissected over and over again.
Company counsels were doing ‘their job’.
DAMEPL’s argument that handing over of the
completed site to them by DMRC and allowing
access to them are two different matters and it
is sufficient reason to get away with their
responsibility for delay, too was accepted by
the arbitrators. ‘Arbitrators are not bound by
the provisions of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872’
nullified the big holes that were found in cross
examination of the witnesses. Fate of the project
which was obvious to everyone since very first
month of the commencement of the project,
dawned upon ‘the three’ after three years on
May 11, 2017. Pronouncing the award,
arbitrators ruled, unanimously, that the Ambani
company, DAMEPL is innocent. Entire fault lies
with DMRC.
‘Learned arbitrators’, then,
rejected the claim of DMRC and accepted the
counter claim of DAMEPL against DMRC and
pronounced the judgement.
“The Award on the counter claims by
DAMEPL held that the Article 29.5.2 of the CA
(Contract Agreement) was applicable and
accordingly DMRC was liable to make
termination payment of ₹1260.73 crore on
account of rupee term loan and ₹538.58 crores
on
account
of
external
commercial
borrowings as debt due. Further ₹983.02
crores is payable by DMRC to DAMEPL being
130% of adjusted equity ego. Ergo, an amount
of ₹2782.33 crores was payable by DMRC to
DAMEPL under Article 29.5.2 of the CA...
DMRC was also liable to pay interest on
₹2782.33 crores... and the total amount of
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interest due to be paid by DMRC to DAMEPL
comes to 4506 crores”.

Value of the total job done by DAEMEPL is only
₹2273.67 crore, please keep in mind!!
On the non-payment of ₹51 crores of
concessionaire fee issue, Ambani’s company
DAMEPL gave very interesting reasons;
DAMEPL was incurring losses and DAMEPL had
written to DMRC for deferment of payment of
concessionaire fee and re-structuring of the CA.
This reason too got accepted!!
Ambani’s own paid lawyers could not have
written a better judgement!!

HIGH COURT WAS RIGHTLY SHOCKED BY
ARBITRATION AWARD
Single judge endorsed the Award of the
Arbitrators confining the entire deliberations
only on the objection raised by the DMRC that
issuing of termination notice on 8th October,
2012 by DAMEPL on DMRC was in itself
contrary to the provisions of the CA and ruled in
favor of Ambani’s company DAMEPL.
The two- judge bench of the High Court
comprising justices Sanjiv Khanna and
Chandrashekhar was ‘shocked’ by the
Arbitration Award and also with the single
judge order and after taking all relevant
provision of the CA pronounced the following
judgement on 15th Jan 2019.
(i)

Findings of the Arbitral Tribunal on
termination for DMRC’s “Event of
Default” under Article 29.5 of the CA was
set aside and quashed.

(ii)

Findings of the Arbitral Tribunal that
₹611.95 crores was the equity for the
purpose of Article 29.5.2 is also set aside
and quashed.

(iii)

In view of the above, Award of ₹2782.33
crores to DAMEPL under Article 25.2 as
termination payment under Article 29.5.2
on … DMRC Event of Default including
the findings of ₹611.5 crores should be
treated as equity in adjusted equity, is set
aside and quashed.

(iv)

Direction/ award for payment of interest
under Article 29.8 would become
infructuous.
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Nothing was, hence, payable to Mr. Anil
Ambani but he was not ‘shocked’ at all as he
knew that there is a supreme court in India and
‘justice’ will, eventually, be done over there.

SUPREME COURT’S CONFIRMATION OF AWARD
MAY PROVE FATAL TO DMRC
To the shock and horror of the entire nation, the
supreme court bench consisting of justices L.
Nageshwar Rao and Ravindra Bhat confirmed the
bizarre arbitration award Sep 9th 2021 at which the
high court bench was shocked and set aside the
high court judgement. DMRC is ordered to pay
about ₹7100 crores to the sick and debt- ridden
company DAMEPL owned by Reliance Infra,
owned by Anil Ambani. That is a huge amount and
there are going to be serious consequences of this
judgement. This decision that will have serious
implications to the common people who are
already crushed under unbearable price rise,
diminishing employment and ruin of small
business, is based on a strange logic. “High
courts, generally, should not interfere with the
tribunal decisions.” What we actually witness is
quite contrary to this reasoning. We see that
awards of arbitrary tribunals who happen to be
the quasi- judicial bodies are challenged and get
overturned in courts as a matter of routine. Either
this blow will prove fatal to DMRC which is owned
by Central government and the Delhi
government, 50:50 or it will prove to be fatal for
the people of Delhi and nearby places in NCR as
this will lead to sharp increase in metro fares.
Cruel fact of the day is that no worker can already
afford to travel in metro. None of the daily/
unorganized/ informal sector workers who
constitute about 50% of the total NCR population
of about 2 crores can be seen climbing metro
platforms even now without this increase. After
this amount of about ₹7100 crore is extracted from
the people to pay to Anil Ambani, metro travelling
may go out of reach of even the lower middle
class.

BOURGEOIS MEDIA PLAYED A SHAMEFUL ROLE
AS USUALLY
In a nation where government, itself,
acknowledged that there are 80 crore people who
would have died of hunger in case it had not
provided necessary food items free of cost to
them during pandemic, such a vital news was
played down by the gutter ‘mainstream’ media. It
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was only on Sep 10th, next day of the judgement
that there were headlines that Supreme Court
upholds Arbitration Award but the amount to be
paid by DMRC to Ambani company, DAMEPL
varied from ₹2600 crores to ₹5000 crores. Such a
vital news was not followed up at all by both print
as well as the electronic media. No debates were
arranged by the loud- mouthed TV anchors like
the usual cock fight we witness daily on ‘national
security’ issues. All ‘news sources’ got dry. No
screaming of ‘the nation wants to know’!! This is
the beauty of the monopoly control over entire
media in this information revolution age that an
insignificant news of establishment’s choice
having religious color can be made viral beaming
with bold headlines in every house and news
concerning issues of life and death but unpleasant
and uncomfortable to the state can be
suppressed. Most of the people of this country
would not have noticed this news at all.
Total amount involved in the ‘transaction’ too
would have remained unknown, had Anil Ambani
not announced triumphantly, in a press
conference that his company Reliance Infra will
be debt free as soon as it receives ₹7100 crores
from the DMRC as per supreme court judgement.
He was, in fact, informing his lenders that be
ready to lend more after my company gets debt
free!!

DMRC MAY ALSO BE PUT ON SALE COUNTER
There is a sinister pattern that is being followed in
the sale of PSUs. The first job is to make the
targeted
unit
financially
unviable
by
systematically drying its income resources. In
case of sale of a profit- making enterprise, there
is a public hue and cry and it can’t be given away
to the corporates for a song. Turning it ‘sick’ is,
therefore, necessary to make it saleable because
then only the sale of that unit looks like a ‘social
service’. This has happened with so many PSUs.
ONGC too is being led in the same direction.
DMRC is a wonderfully successful project. It has
already recorded daily foot fall record of 59 lakh
on July 29, 2019. The network expansion plan is
fabulous as Meerut, Moradabad, Aligarh, Agra,
Alwar, Rohtak and Panipat are planned to be
linked. Just imagine the level of daily foot fall after
that. It may cross several crores daily. Prospects
are mouth-watering and irresistible to the AdaniAmbanis of the land. Corporates are sitting on the
mountains of uninvested capital. There is hardly
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any space left in manufacturing sector as the
pauperized masses are not able to purchase
anything except food items to douse their hunger.
PM has on record said in Parliament, ‘government
has no business to be in any business’. Anything
and everything can be sold. The course adopted
may be zig zag. As it is, several items in the list of
government sale have no buyers. DMRC would
sale like a hot cake.

PROBE RELIANCE-DMRC CONTRACT FOR
CRIMINAL CULPABILITY
Before parting with such a huge public money,
this contract between a sick, debt- ridden
drowning company owned by Anil Ambani
against whom the bankruptcy proceedings are
underway and the blue- chip PSU, DMRC requires
to be investigated to find out criminal culpability
of any individual be it from DMRC, DAMEPL or the
consultant. FIR should be registered without
losing any time. Supreme court order
implementation then, naturally, will be put on
hold. Right from preparation of tender
documents, award of tender without proper
scrutiny of financial net worth of the bidder,
division of job between DMRC and DAMEPL
which looks unenforceable on the face of it,
leaving several points in CA ambiguous,
acceptance of the bid from a brand new company,
DAMEPL that is floated just days before with zero
credentials that entered into a consortium with a
Spanish company, award of contract, the whole
construction affair, recurring defects, unmethodical correspondence between the two
parties, fumbling of the two witnesses of DMRC in
the cross examination during arbitration
proceedings leading, eventually to drain of
whopping 7100 crores from the public
exchequer, everything needs to be investigated
to find out the conspiracy. The whole affair smells
of connivance among all the parties. Bloody
tentacles of these profit lusty monstrous
companies can reach anywhere in any
government
department.
The
influential
government officials taking vital decisions are
many a times bribed and assured that in case they
are thrown out of job, they will be sheltered by
these companies. We see so many top- ranking
government
officials
joining
companies
benefitted by their decisions while in office.
Capitalism has commodified each and everything
under the sun. Loyalty too is traded in the market
like shares. Delhi CM rightly demanded CBI
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probe into the matter but like any other shrewd,
power- hungry bourgeois leader, he has
demanded this not to unearth the crime but to
satiate his self- made image of being ‘super
honest’. That is why he just gave this bite and left
it then and there. ‘We the people’, however, have
a genuine stake and we have to demand seriously
to stall this loot. We just can’t confine ourselves to
giving bites to the media. This is to be followed up
by massive mass movements to force this
government to listen.
Division of jurisdiction of work between DMRC
and DAMEPL as enumerated in para 2 of this essay
smells of a conspiracy and internal sabotage. Any
Civil Engineer will confirm that this type of
agreement has almost nil chances of success. It
was a defecto ab initio case of project which was
doomed to fail. The ulterior motive and criminal
conspiracy will get established in case matter is
investigated professionally. Such reports were
floating in media during the currency of the
construction work itself. The text of the contract
agreement is to be compared with all previous
successful projects of the DMRC where projects
executed by even the private players got
completed well before the dead line.
Government has to lodge FIR to get the matter
investigated for criminal culpability. This will,
naturally, put on hold the transfer of money from
national exchequer. In case criminal connivance
is found and that is the most apparent likelihood,
there remains no claim of DAMEPL. Culprits
should be arrested and punished exemplarily.
Jails are, after all, constructed for the treatment of
such elements only. In case government refuses
to do this and proceeds to pay then massive
countrywide mass movements should be
unleashed against this brazen loot of the public
money.

ENTIRE CAPITALISM IS CRONY; CORPORATES
ARE DE FACTO RULERS
Capital rules in capitalism. Even during the so
called good old laissez faire days when ‘game’
was looking fair and transparent and
governments used to work like referee ensuring
fair play among different capitalists, the bigger
and fatter pie was always went to the big-fat
capitalist. Governments and capitalists, both
know the reality. Why would, otherwise,
Ghanshyam Das Birla finance Congress party all
through even during the days of Mahatma
Gandhi? Why would the ‘gentleman’ capitalist

THE TRUTH | Year 2 | Issue 5 | September 2021

shark, Ratan Tata make regular visits to RSS HQ in
Nagpur to pay obeisance now? The seeds of this
doomed project that ended by making a rogue
capitalist richer by good ₹7100 crore and the poor
poorer by the same amount, were sown during
Congress rule in 2007 during the ‘policy
paralysis’ days and went on course during the
‘ease of doing business’ days of the BJP rule.
Trajectory remained unchanged. Some naïve
people keep crying for good old Manmohan days.
Should they not wake up? Is there any difference
between ‘policy paralysis days’ and ‘ease of
doing business days’? It was all a mirage created
by the sold- out media to befool and rule.
Goebbels job has got easy now. Regimentation of
thought is made simple. Rulers let loose the
screaming hounds of electronic media and crores
of hungry and destitute get intoxicated overnight
and they dance to the polling booth to vote for a
‘dashing leader’.
The only difference between Modi days and PreModi days is that Corporate Rule has become
more brazen, more vulgar. Modi policies have
drained capital out of small capitalist, be it farm or
non -farm sector at a faster pace than during
Manmohan days and that is getting accumulated
and condensed in fewer and fewer hands.
Another collateral development is also, however,
going on simultaneously and that is pauperization
of more and more masses resulting, ultimately, in
less and less demand in the market. End result is
that severity of the economic crisis is increasing
alarmingly. The crisis of the crisis ridden system
is getting aggravated on daily basis as a
combined end result. All the so- called pillars of
the bourgeois system are serving the capital in
tandem. For those who never probe deeper into
politico-economic activities, this deal between a
thug company and a government ruling over 140
crore people is an eye opener. In case, one, still
thinks that this system can be reformed to serve
the poor, one does so at the cost of one’s own
peril. Like East India Company and British rule,
this new Company Rule in the last lag of capitalistimperialist-fascist phase of the capitalist system
and on the eve of socialist revolution is to be
buried deep. Shaheed-e-Azam Bhagat Singh
could visualize this reality long back. Let us
remember the great martyr on his 114th birth day
and resolve to fight unitedly for the real freedom
and demolish this bloody corporate rule to dust
before it consumes us all.
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ECONOMY

NATIONAL MONETIZATION PLAN
TRANSFER OF WEALTH TO CAPITALISTS
M. ASEEM
The Modi government has announced a plan to
monetize already built public assets – roads,
railways, telecom infrastructure, hotels, etc. to
raise Rs 6 lakh crore for spending on
infrastructure construction. Freed from jargon,
what exactly does the government doing?
Government says they need money for
spending on infrastructure building, but it
doesn’t have it. Hence, it is borrowing against
its future revenue from existing public sector
assets. What will actually happen is that the
capitalists will pay a lump sum amount to the
government, in lieu of which they will get the
right to milch and operate a specific public
asset for, say 25 years. They will be entitled to
all the income that can be earned from that asset
during this ‘concession’ period. It means,
effectively, that the capitalist is giving a loan to
the government, in return for which the
government is mortgaging the concerned
public property with the capitalist with a right to
possession and operate.
Usually when a house or farm is mortgaged by
a borrower, the possession is not handed over
to the lender. Only in case the loan is not repaid
per repayment schedule, the possession goes

THE TRUTH | Year 2 | Issue 5 | September 2021

to the usurer, because the borrower has some
income from which he is confident of repaying
the loan. The government handing over
possession with the mortgage is announcing
that it is bankrupt and cannot repay the loan.
Hence it is asking the lending capitalist to
advance the loan and takeover the mortgaged
property in lieu of repayment. This is what the
government is effectively doing now because it
is already immersed in quantum of debt
equivalent to the entire annual GDP of the
country.
However, that results in a most sweet and
profitable deal for the lending capitalist. To
understand this, let us understand the method
of calculation of the lump sum amount to be paid
by them –
Firstly, it will be calculated how much income is
expected from this asset every year over the
term of the concession or the mortgage (say 25
years). Suppose there is a road, then how many
vehicles will ply annually from the first year to
the 25th year, what will be the toll rate and how
much is the total cash expected to be generated
every year. A big scam will take place in
deciding this very amount - the less it is
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projected to be, the more the profit made by the
capitalist. Moreover, later taking advantage of a
monopoly, the capitalist can also increase his
profits further by increasing the rates of
realisation.
Secondly, the present value of this future
expected amount of revenue will be worked
out. For this, according to the discount rate or
interest rate taken for calculation, the present
net value of future amount today will be
calculated. Remember, the capitalist will not
charge the bank interest rate in this calculation
like us, but a positive real interest rate, i.e.,
(inflation rate + interest rate). It can be
understood like this – if Rs 100 is deposited
today at 10% interest for one year, then after a
year it will be Rs 110. If we take it the other way
round, the present value of Rs 110 a year later is
Rs 100 if 10% is the annual interest rate.
Similarly, the present value of entire revenue
for 25 years will be calculated.
Third, the capitalists will offer a lump sum
amount
on
this
after
deducting
operating/maintenance expenses and their
assured margin of profit. Normally it will come
to less than one fourth of the total income
expected on the property.
The bottom line is that if the government wants
to collect Rs 6 lakh crore, it will probably have
to monetize assets worth Rs 25 lakh crore. With
this, the government will build all its muchhyped projects like Central Vista, etc. There
also the capitalists will get orders and make
further profits.
But the income from these public properties will
no longer be in the hands of the government,
instead it will go into the hands of the capitalists.
Hence, the debt of government will continue to
further increase, and the capitalists will further
increase their ‘property right’ on the future
revenue collections that the government gets
from the public by levying various types of
direct and indirect taxes, mostly indirect taxes
in case of India.
Moreover, through this, the government can
also help select favourite capitalists to
monopolize certain industries, as already seen
in case of airport privatization when all airports
were handed over to a single operator, Adani.
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RED SALUTE TO
DEPARTED
COMRADE KANCHAN

Revolutionary working-class cultural activist,
Comrade Kanchan breathed his last in the
morning of 16th September 2021 in Bareilly,
UP after a brief battle with cancer, diagnosed
just 10 days before. He was 52.
President of Pragatisheel Sanskritik Manch
and member of Inqlabi Mazdoor Kendra,
Comrade Kanchan was a lively and energetic
solider of working-class and a talented
cultural activist, whose songs and especially
their presentation filled the audience with a
surge of revolutionary energy. Prior to
deterioration of his health, he was staying
and actively participating in activities at the
Ghazipur border in the Farmers Movement
with his comrades of IMK since February this
year.
The death of Comrade Kanchan is yet another
loss to the revolutionary working-class
movement. We extend our solidarity and
support to IMK and PSM comrades and the
family of Comrade Kanchan. Taking his and
our shared dream forward would be the best
way to remember him which we declare to do
by turning our grief into strength. Last red
salutes to Comrade Kanchan!
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ECONOMY | READERS’ CORNER

NATIONAL MONETIZATION PIPELINE (NMP)
British prime minister became Iron Lady by
privatizing everything. The Opposition did
arrange some protest. The trade unions also
took to roads here and there. The fate of
workers got sealed in the process. This is a forty
years old story now covered by dust and
cobwebs. Indian capitalism has honestly waited
for seventy long years to get its name. It was
always misnamed as mixed economy as if to
denote balanced mixture of rich and poor. An
anecdote says not to call capitalism by its real
name otherwise specter of socialism would start
haunting and images of rising reds would
appear on the horizon. Indian capitalism says
enough is enough with the mask as threat of red
wave has receded. Everyone seems aspiring
for five trillion economy. Issues like
unemployment and price rise gone to the
recycle bin. The stage is perfectly set for NMP.
Capitalism is over five hundred years old now.
It has developed itself by squeezing the green
cover, polluting the air & groundwater and
above all disturbing mental peace of large
populace. It can certainly boast of transporting
half of humanity from villages to towns. It can
also claim credit for successfully supervising
two world wars. But, the outstanding
achievement has been extracting fruits of
capitalism from the plants of socialism. It was
something like turning back the clock of history
and declaring the reversal irreversible.
Capitalism
through
liberalization
and
globalization could popularize the concept of
global village much before we could spread the
message of workingmen of all countries unite.
Aristotle said that state came into existence by
force.
A 23rd March 1931 evening conversation in
Lahore central jail defines the depth of law:
Messenger, “Get those three inmates ready now”
Jailer, “But, 24th is tomorrow”
Messenger, “I say, get them ready right now”
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RANVEER SINGH (AUGUST 26, 2021)
Jailer, “It’s illegal”
)
Messenger, “Order has come from one who makes
the law”.

Economists and business management experts
with drawing skills are sketching three
dimensional image of the masterstroke cum
game changer NMP covering number of entities
to be monetized, amount they would fetch and
the time to be consumed in the process. Get
entangled in data. Forget joblessness and
starvation. Even today, many people including
educated ones think that jobs are created by
democracy. Mixed economy seems to have
made a triphala of economics, political science
and sociology. Capitalism never claimed to be
the generator of jobs, it always boasted of ever
maximizing
profits.
State
is
erected
superstructure to safeguard economic base.
Capitalism means rule of capital at the service
of capital owners. State makes laws that bring
exploitation of labour power by capital within
the ambit of law. If resisted, police would come
into play. These facts are routinely described in
political science textbooks right from high
school level but generally go unnoticed.
In communism, state turned redundant would
wither away. Engels confirmed that the coercive
apparatus would be kept in archives alongside
spinning wheel and bronze axe. Marx was
perhaps referring to political withering away of
the state. Actually, the state is already overweight
and suffering from financial ailments. Tax revenue
is dwindling due to economy in crisis. During
extreme hardship one even sells the diamonds
which are forever. Even after total privatization,
twelve hours workday and wage codes if
capitalism continues to be in crisis then
workingmen en masse going all out for socialism
would surprise none. History dares to disobey the
mightiest. Before attacking Russia, the Fuhrer
promised Germans to return by Christmas with
the trophy. He never knew that a dentist would be
called to identify his remains by jawbones.
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EVERGRANDE – CRISIS KNOCKING AT
CHINESE DOORS
M. ASEEM
While the old imperialist mouthpiece, The
Economist, was in the process of announcing that,
by its reckoning, China had replaced US as the
most dominating economy in the world,
Evergrande Group, the 2nd largest real estate
developer of China was in the process of
informing the Stock Exchange that it had run out
of cash and couldn’t meet its scheduled debt
repayment obligations, i.e., it was defaulting on
its interest and principal repayments unless
banks and other lenders agree to restructure the
repayments, that is, give a breather to it by
postponing scheduled repayments.
The group’s shares have plunged nearly 80 per
cent this year and it has already faced multiple
downgrades by ratings agencies. Evergrande
Group is the world’s most indebted real estate
developer with dues worth $305 billion, including
bank loans, bonds, short-term borrowings, and
supplier credits among others. The amount is
equivalent to 2 per cent of China’s GDP and
probably one of the biggest debt piles in the
world. It was once China’s top-selling property
developer but tightening of lending rules by the
country has made existence difficult for the debtladen company. Evergrande’s operating income
has plunged over 75 per cent since 2018.
Like all major financial crises, Evergrande
Group’s financial woes have not just popped up in
a day but due to years of aggressive borrowing.
The debt-fuelled growth has served the company
well, helping it expand its business empire — to
the extent that it owns China’s most popular
football club, Guangzhou FC. Over the years, it
has emerged as one of China’s top real estate
developers with more than 1,300 projects spread
across 280 cities. The group has also expanded to
businesses like wealth management, electric
cars, theme parks, bottled water, groceries and
dairy products. The company enjoyed rapid
growth during the mid-2000s and the post-2009
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global financial crisis, riding on the wave of
surging property prices and high demand.
However, property sales have slowed down
significantly in China — a huge blow for the
company that had a four per cent share of China’s
total property sales.
But the primary reason why the company has
landed in trouble is due to high levels of debt that
accumulated as a result of the company’s rapid
business expansion. The final blow to Evergrande
came after the Chinese government’s crackdown
on lending to property developers as part of the
country’s larger efforts to tackle rising bad loans.
The Chinese administration has effectively
launched investigations into financial institutions
and shadow lenders that were willing to refinance
short-term debt of real estate developers. Credit
limits were also imposed on property developers,
making new borrowing difficult.
This crippled real estate developers like
Evergrande that often used this mechanism to
fund and generate revenue from new projects. As
a result, the company is sitting on top of nearly
800 unfinished residential projects along with a
swarm of unpaid suppliers and lakhs of
homebuyers who are demanding action against
the company. To reduce its debt, Evergrande
ultimately tried selling off properties at very low
margins to quickly raise cash. However, its efforts
have been inadequate as interest on its existing
debts have spiked sharply.
Without a bailout plan by the Chinese
government, Evergrande is likely to default on its
existing repayments as its business prospects
remain weak. There is no scope of new lending
and most of its money is stuck in unfinished
properties and it will be difficult to monetise them
at a short notice. However, most analysts firmly
believe that Chinese authorities will not let the
situation spiral out into a global crisis. While the
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Chinese government has remained mostly quiet
on the Evergrande crisis, many ratings agencies
and financial institutions believe that steps may
be taken to prevent a full-blown financial crisis. It
is expected that the Chinese government will
help Evergrande get some capital at the least.
However, the group may be forced to sell some of
its stakes to a third party, such as a state-owned
enterprise. The spin-off of non-core businesses,
for example, those that are not residential real
estate type businesses, will probably be done
first. After that could come sales of stakes that are
at the core of Evergrande's business.
There is no way that Chinese authorities will allow
the crisis to blow up uncontrollably since China’s
financial system will be hurt severely as
approximately 41 per cent of the banking
system’s assets were either directly or indirectly
associated with the property sector as of end2020. Therefore, most analysts do not believe that
the Evergrande crisis will become China’s
‘Lehman moment’ as policymakers will likely
prevent systematic risk and buy time for
resolving debt and pushing forward towards
marginal easing. It can be considered more like
the collapse of IL&FS in India, which though
smaller had also ended up in crisis due to the fast
debt-fuelled business expansion and had to be
bailed out by government and its assets sold at
discounted prices for part recovery in cash.
However, the important thing to understand is that
in last 2 decades Chinese economy has grown on
breakneck pace based on huge construction
activity driven by humongous amounts of capital
liquidity provided by its financial system as well
as foreign capital investments. The money has
been used to build, one, immense transport
infrastructure – highways, highspeed railways,
waterways, airports, etc – linking the
industrialised coastal areas with the vast
hinterland; and two, forced paced urbanisation
creating number of huge cities and new hubs like
Wuhan, where immense quantity of real estate,
both commercial and residential has been built,
using bank and shadow banking credit and also
sold on the back of bank loans, so much that real
estate now forms 29% of Chinese GDP. However,
this has driven the real estate prices sky high,
among the highest in the world, and sales are
becoming increasingly difficult. That is resulting
in massively expanded and debt laden
developers ending up in crisis as with their cash
flows drying up, they find themselves unable to
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complete projects. So much is the oversupply that
15 Tower Blocks had to be demolished in
Kunming, the capital of Yunnan, last month after
sitting eight years unfinished.
China has been able to overcome earlier financial
crises, for example, 2008 Global Financial Crisis,
through huge cash stimulus provided by People’s
Bank of China (PBOC). But it has made China
among the most debt laden economies in the
world. Moreover, it has created huge number of
billionaires second only to USA. Similar to the turn
of 20th Century US, it is being called the Chinese
Gilded Age where number of immensely wealthy
Robber Barons have emerged on the back of this
politically directed capital accumulation.
The inequality between these Robber Barons on
the one hand and overworked but low paid
workers has been creating new grievances and
political problems for the ruling ‘Communist’
Party. It has tried to address this under the
leadership of Xi Jinping by some welfare and
poverty reduction measures on the one side, and,
on the other, regulatory crack down on some of
these Robber Barons like the tech giants Jack and
Pony Ma of Alibaba and Tencent, online lenders
and recently on the private schools and ed-tech
sector firms. This is again on the same lines as US
which tried to crackdown on US Robber Barons by
repeated attempts to break the monopolies and
Trusts in 20th Century, for example, breaking up
of Rockefeller’s Standard Oil, AT&T, etc and
passing of Glass-Steagall Act of 1933 under which
banks like JP Morgan were broken up by
forcefully separating Commercial and Investment
banking. Similar has been the constraints put on
real estate developers as already described
above. But it is creating its own problems, as
demonstrated by Evergrande.
However, the reality is that the laws of capitalist
development cannot be ignored at whim and
keep on working inexorably. All attempts at
breaking monopolies could not succeed in doing
so in US and will neither succeed in China.
Similarly, US and European capitalist countries
could not prevent financial crises by measures
like monetary easing and lower interest rates, and
so will not China. Capitalist development is
bound to create economic and financial crises and
bring about all sorts of liquidity and credit
crunches,
business
collapses,
closures,
bankruptcies, liquidations, etc followed by
layoffs, retrenchments, and unemployment in its
wake. Rest all is purely wishful thinking.
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STATISTICS

MYTH OF POPULATION EXPLOSION STANDS EXPLODED
S. V. SINGH | SOURCE: THE HINDU
‘Pew Research Centre’, Washington DC report
on comparative fertility rate among different
religions in India, punctures the narrative
bulldozed these days by the BJP governments in
different states that there is a population
explosion in our country which is responsible
for
rampant
poverty,
unprecedented
unemployment and all the miseries of the
masses and that Muslim population is rising
exorbitantly and they will soon outnumber
Hindus. There is no danger looming large on
the Hindus here. Yet another gimmick to divide
society on communal lines and win elections
falls flat on the ground. Theory of danger from
14.2% to 79.8% of the population refuses to
stand on its feet.
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These are the significant points of this valuable
report particularly in context of India where a
non-issue is being made the one and only issue
by the riot mongers.
•

India’s fertility rate has been declining
rapidly in recent decades. Today the
average Indian woman is expected to have
2.2 children in her life time. This has come
down from 3.4 in 1992 and 5.9 in 1950. This
is not unreasonably higher in comparison to
even USA’s 1.6. Jains have the least fertility
rate of 1.2.

•

Muslim fertility rate today 2.6, though,
marginally higher to the Hindu rate of 2.1 but
the rate fall in Muslim fertility rate in recent
decades is more than that among Hindus.
Fertility rate among Indian Muslims has
fallen from 4.4 in 1992 to 2.6 in 2015 while
the same in case of Hindus has fallen from
3.3 in 1992 to 2.1 in 2015.

•

Religion is not the only factor for marginal
differences in fertility rates, region, plays a
role too as per study. Highest fertility rate is
in Bihar 3.4, next is UP 2.7 and least is in
Tamil Nadu 1.7 and Kerala 1.6. It confirms
that education and financial condition plays
more critical role than religion in difference
in fertility rates.

•

The gaps in child bearing among India’s
religious groups are generally much smaller
than they used to be. There have been only
modest changes in overall religious make
up of the population since 1951.

•

As per 2011 census, Hindus make up 79.8%
of India’s total inhabitants which is only 0.7%
less than 2001.

•

Migration which was made a life and death
issue by the present fascist government is,
in fact, a non- issue, no issue at all. Study
shows that more than 99% of those who live
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in India are also born in India. More
significantly, people leaving India are more
in number than people coming to India.
Number of Muslims leaving India are more
than Hindus. The study cast doubt over the
speculated numbers of undocumented
immigrants in India, noting, “If tens of
millions of Muslims from nearby countries
had indeed migrated to Inia, demographers
would expect to see evidence of such mass
migration in data from their countries of
origin, and this magnitude of outmigration is
not apparent.”
•

To the utter frustration of the Sanghis, the
report reveals that religious conversion has
also had a negligible impact on India’s over
all composition, with 98% of Indian adults
still identifying with the religion in which
they were raised.

•

Preference of son to daughter which leads to
sex-selective abortions that had caused
estimated deficit of 20 million (2 crore) girls
between 1970 to 2017, is more prevalent
among Hindus than in any other community.

•

If someone has to worry of danger to their
religion, they are the Parsis. During the span
60 years their population is halved, from
1,10,000 in 1951 to just 60,000 in 2011.

•

Most interestingly, out of total 120 crore
population in 2011 about 80,00,000 did not
belong to any religion. They are mostly the
Adivasis (or may be Communists!!).

•

Jains, Sikh, Buddhist and Christian all have
less fertility rate than Hindus.

This report confirms without any trace of doubt
that the bogey of population explosion, fear of
Muslims outnumbering and posing danger to
Hindus, Muslims migrating in huge number
from Bangladesh, religious conversion of
Hindus by Muslims and Christians, is false,
mischievous and contrary to hard facts,
statistics. Enactment of laws to curb population
by BJP government in one state after another
has no relation to reality on the ground. All
these acts by the fascists are, obviously, with
ulterior motive to divide the people on
communal lines, make them fight each other
and rule. RULE BY BEFOOLING THEM. The bluff
is torn apart by this report.
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BHAGAT SINGH
114TH BIRTHDAY OF THE
GREAT REVOLUTIONARY
SHAHEED-E-AZAM

28TH SEP 1907 – 23RD MAR 1931
“Our struggle will continue as
long as a handful of men, be
they foreign or native, or both
in collaboration with each
other, continue to exploit the
labour and resources of our
people. Nothing shall deter us
from this path.”
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BELOW 2% OF THOSE ARRESTED IN 2015-19
UNDER UAPA CONVICTED: NCRB
NATIONAL HERALD (JUNE 18, 2021)
According to the National Crime Records Bureau,
less than two percent of the people arrested
under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act
between 2015-2019 have been convicted.
Moreover, out of the 7,840 people arrested on
charges on terrorism, only 155 have been
convicted by the trial courts.
Between 2015 and 2019, Delhi Police registered
17 cases and named 41 suspects under UAPA.
After the Northeast Delhi riots last year, Delhi
Police registered 763 first information reports
(FIRs), which included 51 cases under the Arms
Act and named over 3,300 suspects, said a report
in the Economic Times. Many of these suspects
were granted bail by the Delhi High Court and
trial courts.
The Delhi High Court on Tuesday observed that
there was no prima facie case against Delhi riots
accused Natasha Narwal, Devangana Kalita and
Asif Iqbal under the UAPA and granted them bail.
However, the Delhi Police has approached the
Supreme Court against this order. The Supreme
Court on Friday expressed dissatisfaction with the
Delhi High Court 100-page judgment granting
bail to one of the three student-activists accused
in a case of "larger conspiracy" related to the

February 2020 northeast Delhi riots, which
claimed lives of 53 people and left hundreds
injured
Earlier, the high court had also ordered the
release of Liyakat Ali, Arshad Qayyum alias Monu,
Gulfam, Irshad Ahmad and Jamia Millia Islamia
student Safoora Zargar.
According to NCRB data, only 34 people were
convicted in 2019 out of the 1,948 people arrested
under UAPA. Manipur had the most number of
UAPA cases- 306 cases with 386 arrests. Uttar
Pradesh recorded 81 cases and booked 498
suspects in 2019.
“Convictions in UAPA cases are an outcome of an
elaborate judicial process and are dependent on
various factors such as duration of trial, appraisal
of evidence and examination of witnesses,” The
Economic Times quoted a home ministry official,
on the condition of anonymity.
The UAPA law, which was enacted in 1967, has
been amended in 2008, 2012 and 2019 to include
the designation of individuals. When the law was
amended in 2008 after the Mumbai attacks, it
expanded the definition of “terrorist act” to
include economic security, counterfeiting Indian
currency and procurement
of weapons, and it granted
the courts the power to
forfeit property equivalent
to
the
counterfeited
currency.
In February 2021, Advocate
Abu Bakar Sabbaq told
NewsClick that the process
of the case itself has become
the punishment now. He
added, “The use of the law to
silence dissenting voices is
worse for suspects than for
those who have been
convicted.”
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DRONE WHISTLEBLOWER GETS 45 MONTHS IN
PRISON FOR REVEALING ONGOING US WAR CRIMES
MARJORIE COHN, TRUTHOUT (JULY 28, 2021)
On July 27, a federal district court judge in
Alexandria, Virginia, sentenced former U.S. Air
Force intelligence analyst Daniel Hale to 45
months in prison for revealing evidence of U.S.
war crimes.

nonetheless classified as “enemies killed in
action” unless proven otherwise.

In 2015, Hale, whose job involved identifying
targets for drone strikes, provided journalist
Jeremy Scahill with secret military documents
and slides that exposed shocking details about
the U.S. drone program. Hale’s revelations
became the basis of “The Drone Papers,” which
was published on October 15, 2015, by The
Intercept.
Although the government admitted it had no
evidence that direct harm resulted from Hale’s
revelations, in 2019, the Trump administration
charged Hale with four counts of violating the
Espionage Act and one count of theft of
government property. Facing up to 50 years in
prison, Hale pled guilty to one count that carries
a maximum sentence of 10 years.
The leaked documents disclosed the “kill
chain” the Obama administration used to
determine whom to target. Countless civilians
were killed using “signals intelligence” in
undeclared war zones: Targeting decisions
were made by following cell phones that might
not be carried by suspected terrorists. The
Drone Papers divulged that half of the
intelligence used to identify potential targets in
Yemen and Somalia was based on signals
intelligence.
During one five-month period during January
2012 to February 2013, nearly 90 percent of
those killed by drone strikes were not the
intended target, according to The Drone
Papers. But civilian bystanders were
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Mỹ Lai massacre: Vietnam, 16 March 1968

Hale said, “It’s stunning the number of instances
when selectors [used to identify “terrorist”
targets] are misattributed to certain people.”
Calling a missile fired at a target in a group of
people a “leap of faith,” he noted, “it’s a
phenomenal gamble.” Hale added, “Anyone
caught in the vicinity is guilty by association.”
The Drone Papers reveal that reliance on
drones actually undermines U.S. intelligence
gathering. Drones terrorize communities,
breeding resentment against Americans and
making the United States more vulnerable to
violence. Indeed, Hale wrote in his 11-page
pre-sentencing letter, “the war had very little to
do with preventing terror from coming into the
United States and a lot more to do with
protecting
the
profits
of
weapons
manufacturers
and
so-called
defense
contractors.”
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Drone strikes shield U.S. military members
from harm in order to minimize Americans’
opposition to war. But drone operators who
make or carry out remote targeting decisions
nevertheless suffer from post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD).

“was no longer part of something moral or sane
or rational.” He had heard someone say that
“terrorists are cowards” because they used
improvised explosive devices (IEDs). “What
was different,” Hale asked, “between that and
the little red joystick that pushes a button
thousands of miles away?”
Hale told the sentencing judge about this
incident in his pre-sentencing letter, writing,
“Despite having peacefully assembled, posing
no threat, the fate of the now tea drinking men
had all but been fulfilled. I could only look on as
I sat by and watched through a computer
monitor when a sudden, terrifying flurry of
hellfire missiles came crashing down,
splattering purple-colored crystal guts on the
side of the morning mountain.”
Hale’s revelations did not pose a threat to
national security, even by traditional
interpretations. Harry P. Cooper, a former
senior CIA official, wrote in a declaration in
Hale’s case that “the disclosure of [the Drone
Papers], at the time they were disclosed and
made public, did not present any substantial
risk of harm to the United States or to national
security.”

Torture of Iraqi prisoners by US Army at Abu Ghraib
prison (Iraq, 2003)

At his sentencing hearing, Hale told U.S. District
Judge Liam O’Grady, “I believe that it is wrong
to kill, but it is especially wrong to kill the
defenseless.” Hale said he revealed what “was
necessary to dispel the lie that drone warfare
keeps us safe, that our lives are worth more than
theirs.”
“You had to kill part of your conscience to keep
doing your job,” Hale added.
In November 2013, I participated in a panel on
the illegality of drones and targeted killing at a
drone summit in Washington, D.C. Hale also
spoke on a panel at that conference. He
described how he located a man riding a
motorcycle in the mountains who then met up
with four other people and they sat around a
campfire, drinking tea. Hale relayed
information that resulted in a drone strike,
killing all five men. He said he realized that he
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Presidents George W. Bush, Barack Obama,
Donald Trump and Joe Biden have used armed
drones to drop bombs on other countries in
violation of international law. All four
administrations have killed and are still killing
untold numbers of civilians.
It is estimated that U.S. military and CIA drone
operations have killed 9,000 to 17,000 people
since 2004, including 2,200 children and many
U.S. citizens. But those numbers are likely low
because the U.S. military labels all individuals
killed in those operations as presumptive
“enemies killed in action.”
Bush authorized about 50 drone strikes that
killed 296 alleged “terrorists” and 195 civilians
in Pakistan, Yemen and Somalia. Obama vastly
increased the number of people killed with
drones.
Obama presided over 10 times more drone
strikes than his predecessor. According to the
Bureau of Investigative Journalism, during his
two terms in office, Obama carried out 563
strikes — largely with drones — in Pakistan,
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Yemen and Somalia, killing between 384 and
807 civilians.
Obama’s 18-page Presidential Policy Guidance
(PPG) was made public after a Freedom of
Information Act request by the ACLU and
resulting court order. It purported to outline
targeting procedures for the use of lethal force
outside “areas of active hostilities.” The PPG
required that a target pose a “continuing
imminent threat.” But a secret 2011 Justice
Department white paper leaked in 2013
permitted the killing of a U.S. citizen even
without “clear evidence that a specific attack on
US persons and interests will take place in the
immediate future.” The bar was presumably
lower for non-U.S. citizens.
Obama’s PPG also mandated that there be
“near certainty that an identified HVT [highvalue terrorist] or other lawful terror target” is
present before lethal force could be used
against him. But the Obama administration
mounted “signature strikes” that didn’t
necessarily target individuals, but rather men of
military age who were present in an area of
suspicious activity.
It was also necessary to have “near certainty
that non-combatants [civilians] would not be
injured or killed.” But the revelations of The
Drone Papers call into question the Obama
administration’s
compliance
with
that
requirement as well. Plus, activists have
emphasized that “near certainty” is a
dangerous barometer when it comes to the
decision of whether to take a human life.
Trump lowered the bar even further for drone
strikes. His administration reduced the
requisite level of confidence that a target was
present in a strike zone from “near certainty” to
“reasonable certainty.” Under Trump, targets
were not limited to “high-value terrorists” but
could include foot soldiers. Whereas decisions
about drone bombings had been made at the
highest levels of government — with Obama
having the final say about who would be
targeted — Trump allowed commanders in the
field to make targeting decisions. Trump gave
increased authority to the Pentagon and CIA to
conduct drone strikes. He weakened the
targeting rules in large areas of Somalia and
Yemen by designating them as “areas of active
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hostilities.” And Trump eliminated the
government’s commitment to report on civilian
casualties.
During his first two years in office, Trump
launched 2,243 drone strikes, compared to
1,878 in Obama’s eight years in office.

BIDEN CONTINUES DRONE BOMBINGS
In March, Biden secretly set temporary limits on
drone strikes outside of recognized battlefields.
He has ordered a comprehensive review of
whether to keep Trump’s relaxed rules in place,
or return to Obama-era rules, or impose some
middle ground. In any event, it is doubtful that
Biden would comply any better than Obama did
with the tighter rules.
Meanwhile, the United States conducted a
drone strike against Shabab “militants” in
Somalia on July 20. The White House had
rejected some requests by the U.S. military’s
Africa Command to conduct drone strikes
against Shabab targets in Somalia because they
didn’t meet the new rules. However, White
House approval was considered unnecessary
here because the Africa Command has
authority to carry out strikes in support of allied
forces under what the military calls “collective
self-defense.” But that does not constitute lawful
collective self-defense under the United
Nations Charter.
Although Biden is withdrawing U.S. troops from
Afghanistan, he is continuing to launch
airstrikes, including drone strikes, there.
“We’ve been doing it where and when feasible,
and we’ll keep doing it where and when
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feasible,” an official involved in operational
planning said, speaking on condition of
anonymity. Gen. Kenneth E. McKenzie Jr., the
top U.S. general in charge of Afghanistan,
refused to say whether airstrikes would
continue past the cutoff date of August 31.

whistleblowers for revealing evidence of U.S.
war crimes. In addition to Hale, those
courageous folks include Chelsea Manning,
Julian Assange and John Kiriakou, who revealed
that CIA officials used waterboarding, which
constitutes the war crime of torture.

The Air Force is requesting $10 billion to
perpetuate the U.S. imperial footprint in South
Asia and the Middle East.
On June 30, 113 organizations, including
Veterans for Peace, wrote a letter to Biden, “to
demand an end to the unlawful program of
lethal strikes outside any recognized
battlefield, including through the use of
drones.”

DRONE STRIKES VIOLATE INTERNATIONAL LAW
The UN Charter requires that international
disputes be settled peacefully. It allows a
country to use military force only in selfdefense after an armed attack or with the
consent of the UN Security Council. Neither the
U.S. war in Iraq nor in Afghanistan complied
with the Charter’s mandates.
“Outside the context of active hostilities, the use
of drones or other means for targeted killing is
almost never likely to be legal,” Agnès
Callamard, UN special rapporteur on
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions,
tweeted. She added that “intentionally lethal or
potentially lethal force can only be used where
strictly necessary to protect against an
imminent threat to life.” Thus, Callamard said,
the United States would need to demonstrate
that the target “constituted an imminent threat
to others.”
Targeted or political assassinations — also
known as extrajudicial executions — violate
international law. Willful killing is a grave
breach of the Geneva Conventions and is
punishable as a war crime under the U.S. War
Crimes Act. Civilians must never be the target
of military strikes. A targeted killing is only
lawful if it is deemed necessary to protect life,
and no other means — including capture or
nonlethal incapacitation — is available to
protect life.
Yet
the
Obama,
Trump
administrations
have
all

and
Biden
prosecuted
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MISUSE OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT
The Espionage Act of 1917 was enacted to
prosecute foreign spies. It was never intended
for use against whistleblowers. Nevertheless,
Obama charged eight whistleblowers with
violating the act, more than all prior presidents
combined.
But although Obama refrained from indicting
Assange for publishing evidence of U.S. war
crimes (for fear of setting a dangerous
precedent), Trump indicted Assange for 17
charges under the Espionage Act. Assange now
faces 175 years in prison. A British judge denied
Trump’s request that Assange be extradited to
the U.S. to stand trial for those charges. But
Biden has continued Trump’s appeal of the
denial of extradition, notwithstanding the grave
threat Assange’s prosecution poses to the First
Amendment right to freedom of the press.
Hale is the first person sentenced under the
Espionage Act during the Biden administration
and he probably won’t be the last.
Ironically, Hale told the sentencing judge that
he was a descendent of Nathan Hale, who was
executed by the British for spying during the
Revolutionary War. “I have but this one life to
give in service of my country,” Hale said,
quoting his ancestor.
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HOUSING FOR ALL!
20,000 PEOPLE MARCH AGAINST SKYROCKETING
RENT: BERLIN, GERMANY
WORLD SOCIALIST WEB SITE (WSWS); SEPTEMBER 13, 2021
Twenty thousand participants took part in a
demonstration in Berlin on Saturday afternoon
under the slogan: “Housing for all! Together
against high rents and displacement.” It began
with an opening rally at Alexanderplatz, led
from there to the Brandenburg Gate and on
towards the Victory Column, where the closing
rally took place.
The protest was organized by the Action
Alliance against Displacement and Rent
Madness. In addition to a large number of
tenant groups, representatives of social and
welfare organizations and trade unions also
took part. Delegations also came from other
cities—including Hamburg in the north and
Ludwigshafen in the south of the country.
Prominently represented was the group
Expropriate Deutsche Wohnen & Co., which has
initiated a referendum in Berlin for the
expropriation of large real estate corporations.
It will take place on September 26 at the same
time as the Bundestag
(federal parliament) and
Berlin state legislature
elections.

conversion of publically/communally owned
dwellings into private property, and stopping
landlords from serving eviction notices on the
grounds they need a property themselves and
the like.
The question of rents is one of the most pressing
social issues in the capital, but also in other
major cities. Rents have been rising
dramatically for years. While real estate
speculators are making a killing, it is almost
impossible for families to find affordable
housing. It is not unusual for tenants to have to
spend more than half their household income
on rent payments.
For this reason, recent years have seen the
growth of demonstrations and protests against
high rents and the companies who profit from
them. When the Supreme Court overturned the
so-called Berlin rent cap in April, 10,000 people
protested against it. A few days earlier, 10,000
had taken to the streets in a rent demonstration.

The Action Alliance is
calling for a change of
course in rent and
housing policy that will
make rents affordable
again. This is to be
achieved by measures
such as the expropriation
of large real estate
concerns, a nationwide
rent cap, halting the
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Now, demonstrators again gave vent to their
anger about the untenable conditions. The
WSWS spoke with Volker, who has lived in
Berlin for more than 25 years. When he moved
to the capital from western Germany, he had
been able to move into a “nice little apartment
close to work” despite a relatively low income.
Five years ago, he had to move, and now
spends more than twice as much on monthly
rent. “If rents keep going up like this, I’ll end up
on the street at some point,” is his fear.
“I will definitely vote yes in the referendum,”
Volker says. However, he is very critical of the
fact that the real estate sharks will be
compensated for any expropriation. “Every
cent they get is one too many.”

THE MIETENDECKEL IS OUT,
BUT THE FIGHT CONTINUES
NATHANIEL FLAKIN, EXBERLINER
(April 21, 2021)

The rent cap had been extremely popular — 86
percent of Berliners, after all, are renters. Rents
in the city have roughly doubled over the last
ten years. Now, people will see their rents shoot
up by hundreds of euros a month.
The ruling from Germany's constitutional court
is presented like an objective application of
neutral law. The "independent judiciary" is kind
of like a secular religion in Germany's
bourgeois society. I could point out that Peter
M. Huber and Peter Müller, two of the judges
who ruled against the Mietendeckel, are a
former CDU politicians — the very party that
sued to stop the rent cap. Are we supposed to
believe they suddenly became an independent
arbiters as soon as they put their red gowns?
This decision is an example of what Germans
refer to as Klassenjustiz or "class justice." That
term was on numerous signs at the protest last
Thursday. The term was first developed in the
1920s, when aristocratic judges would sentence
workers to hard labor for taking part in a
protest. Meanwhile, when Adolf Hitler
attempted a right-wing putsch in 1923, leaving
20 dead, he was sentenced to just nine months
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in a luxury prison. This is more or less how
Germany's legal system works today: "justice"
is meted out by a wealthy, mostly male, mostly
right-wing caste.
Imagine if cases like this were decided by
juries. You would never see another eviction or
rent hike in Berlin. Yes, judges are
"independent" – they are independent of the
democratic will of the people, and they are thus
dependent on the ruling class.
Defenders of the current system like to say that
the judiciary protects minority rights. German
judges are not exactly famous for protecting
people of colour against constant police
harassment. The one minority they do protect is
the minority that controls great wealth. As the
socialist poet Kurt Tucholsky put it. "I don't have
anything against class justice. I just don't like
the class that is dishing it out it."
This ruling gives a new impulse to the campaign
for Enteignung, or expropriation of the big
landlords. The rent cap was originally
proposed by the SPD as an alternative to
nationalisation. They said we could do without
expropriation because they would pass a rent
cap. This whole experience has shown that the
only way to prevent exploding rents is to bring
as much housing as possible under democratic
control. And while the Constitutional Court has
ruled that Berlin cannot regulate rents,
numerous legal scholars including the Scientific
Service of the Bundestag have declared that
Berlin has every right to expropriate the big
landlords. You might know someone who owns
an apartment and rents it out as a form of
pension. What would expropriation mean for
them? Nothing. Literally nothing. The campaign
is for the nationalisation of companies that own
3,000 or more housing units. I bet you don't
know anyone like that.
Control of the housing market by the
population, otherwise known as democracy, is
the solution. As Franz-Josef Degenhardt sang:
"the real solution of this problem, is for some,
but really only a very few, uncomfortable." If we
want millions of Berliners to live in security and
with some basic dignity, then we do need to
infringe on the "rights" of a couple of
billionaires to throw people out of their homes.
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INTERNATIONAL

TRADE UNION PRESIDENT ARRESTED AFTER
STRIKE CALL IN ‘DEMOCRATIC’ SOUTH KOREA
M. ASEEM
Hundreds of police surrounded the office of
the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions
(KCTU) in Seoul before dawn on September
2, and arrested its president, Yang Kyungsoo. Only a few days back, the union had
held a big protest rally of workers against
the retrenchment of workers during Covid.
He has been arrested for the ‘crime’ of
breaking the Covid protocol in this rally.
Yang is the 13th president of the KCTU since
it was founded in November 1995, and all
the 13 of them have been imprisoned for
years or months by the US militaryprotected Korean "democratic" regime
whether liberal or conservative. That's what
the true picture of 'democracy' established
by the American imperialist armed forces
happens to be!
Yang, earlier a student activist and then a
temporary worker at a Kia car factory, was
elected president of the KCTU in the
elections held in December 2020. His
platform in the election was to intensify the

struggle and call for a general strike in the
coming October, opposing compromising
stand by earlier leadership. Even after his
arrest, KCTU has announced that the
general strike will go ahead as planned on
October 20 itself. Yang is currently on
hunger strike in prison.
Many refer to South Korea's rapid industrial
growth under capitalism, but like other US
military occupied countries, Korean
industrial development has been under the
shadow of this 'democracy' where workers
are exploited with great intensity and are
forced to be members of trade unions
created by government and industry
owners. It took much struggle and sacrifice
by workers to form their own trade union.
KCTU was declared illegal at the time of its
founding. But after hard struggle it got legal
status and now the membership of KCTU has
exceeded that of the industrialists’
sponsored Federation of Korean Trade
Unions (FKTU).
On the contrary, here in
India the protests by central
trade unions have become
so ritualistic that the
capitalist ruling class does
not even consider them any
significant threat to itself!
Revolutionary Greetings to
KCTU and Com Yang!
Solidarity
with
Korean
Workers!
Workers of the world unite!
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WORKING-CLASS MOVEMENT

RISE OF FASCISM AND (TASK OF) WORKING CLASS
CC, IFTU (SARWAHARA)
SOME SALIENT INTRODUCTORY POINTS10
Democracy (bourgeois democracy) and fascism both are the state forms of dictatorship of the
bourgeoisie. The difference is that the former
wears the cloak of democracy, while the latter is
open and naked i.e. without any veil or veneer
and hence it takes the form of an open dictatorial
and terroristic rule exercised and unleashed by
capital (big finance capital). In fascistic form,
bourgeois dictatorship is stripped of its external
democratic façade and becomes naked. This is
what we Marxist-Leninist call fascist bourgeois
dictatorship.
Initially, fascism emerges everywhere as an
extreme right-wing populism as it plays upon the
miseries and feeling of economic and social
insecurities of the common masses (because of
worsening economic conditions under the rule of
crisis-ridden capitalist system) rekindling hopes
(false hopes) of better life in them by making tall
promises. Their main purpose is however to lead
the common masses along divisive agenda and
fascists' fratricidal politics having the fixity of
popular prejudices. They cleverly weld a ghastly
mix of tall promises, filthy parliamentary
ostentations and divisive agenda to further their
main objective of capturing power.

them in return of huge loot of labour and property
they are allowed and provide them media
channels for propagating falsehood to help them
emerge as a 'bonafide' contender of power and
savior of people as well as the country.
In essence, the emergence of fascism is nothing
but a direct result of financial oligarchy's support
to the enemies of democracy, progress and
justice who help establish fascist bourgeois
dictatorship
without which the rule of
bourgeoisie as well as securing of maximum level
of capitalists' profit is no longer sustainable or
possible (as a result of crisis) with old
'democratic' methods.
If we look at and examine in short the trajectory of
the capitalist crisis since the 70's, one that
shattered the golden period of capitalist growth,
what we find is the presence of a very long and

Big monopoly capitalist class and financial
oligarchy, caught in severest ever crisis, assist
the fascist forces, open their purse strings for
10

This is a rough note prepared by Central Committee of Indian Federation of Trade Unions (Sarwahara) for circulation
among the constituents of Mazdoor Adhikar Sangharsh Abhiyan (MASA), a countrywide platform of 15 revolutionary
trade union federations.
Here in this short note, IFTU(Sarwahara) has no intention to go into detailed theoretical aspects of fascism and bourgeois
democracy or concerning basic differences between these two state forms of bourgeois dictatorship. We all agree that
''a democratic republic is the best possible political shell for capitalism, and , therefore , once capital has grasped this very best
political shell..., it establishes its power so securely, so surely, that no change , either of persons, of institutions, or of parties in
the bourgeois-democratic republic, can shake this power'' as Lenin wrote in 'State and Revolution'. Similarly, we all agree that
''the accession to power of fascism is not an ordinary succession of one bourgeois government by another, but a substitution for
one state form of class domination of the bourgeoisie - bourgeois democracy - of another form - open terrorist dictatorship'' as
Dimitrov wrote in his thesis (accepted by Comintern) known as 'United Front Against Fascism'. So, IFTU(Sarwahara) shall
confine this paper to political and practical aspects of this topic.
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sustained
economic crisis during all these
decades. The longevity, depth and pervasiveness
of this crisis on the one hand, which is well
analysed and documented, and the proven
inability of the bourgeoisie to get rid of crisis and
stymie it on the other, has resulted in a fear
psychosis among the big monopoly bourgeoisie,
particularly after the complete failure of its neoliberal phase in all
these three decades
beginning in the 90's of the last century during
which there has taken place a total shift towards
financialization. In India as well as in the whole
world, the visible, strong and uncompromising
shift towards fascism is its natural outcome and
result.
When the economic crisis persists relentlessly,
the worsening economic condition gives rise to
existential crisis of the common masses for their
livelihood problems further deteriorate as the
government keeps transferring or placing the
bulk of the burden of economic crises, whose
factors are inbuilt in capitalism, on to the
shoulder of the workers, toilers as also on
common people i.e. vast population consisting of
workers, toilers and petty bourgeoisie. Not only
this, the persisting crisis of monopoly capitalism
is forcing big monopoly bourgeoisie to further
expand their claws and fangs to impose tentacles
of loot in the most despicable and pervasive
manner so as to keep securing maximum profit.
It is in this making of things that monopoly
bourgeoisie are hell bent on further tightening
their (monopoly) grip resulting in imminent
destruction of workers' and toiling peasants' lives
the most glaring example of which are the
forceful imposition of brazenly pro corporate
three farm laws and four labour codes. The aim is
to desolate the toiling peasantry of their land and
force them out of the villages and hand over
agriculture to Corporate as well as to impose
naked slavery upon working class. Workers will
be completely disarmed as well as their wages
will be driven to a physical minimum level. Those
displaced from agriculture will swell the ranks of
unemployed in the cities forming a reserve army
of capital which will drastically bring down
wages of the working class as a whole. It is
however also a matter of great significance that
the present unyielding crisis has also led to
unprecedented spread of economic distress

among common people of all other strata and
intermediary classes of petty bourgeoisie, or
even among small and middle capitalists. In short,
as a result of the ongoing crisis,11 a bleak future
directly stares into common people's face with no
future signs of recovery in sight. A combined
spell of despair, hopelessness, desperation and
frustration engulfs the common masses who
directly feel they have no future.
Such a crisis also threatens the very existence of
capitalism. Its further deepening may lead to a
revolutionary crisis. Toilers and common
impoverished masses, when led by working
class,12 may rise in revolt against the capitalist
exploitative system. Even in the absence of a truly
all-India revolutionary proletarian party, it
becomes imperative in this situation for the
advanced sections of the working class to ride the
crest of growing people's unrest and anger, and
lead them along a revolutionary path. In nutshell,
the existential crisis, which under monopoly
capitalism can't be
addressed or stymied,
presents an excellent opportunity before the
working class to sharpen its own struggles by
converting these struggles into class struggles
and also to lead other toiling masses to overthrow
capitalism, if other factors are also favorable and
contribute to this end.
So, in our view, such a crisis is both a challenge
as well as an opportunity for the working class.
The challenge is that now it has to more bravely
than ever face much more serious attacks than as
usual and prepare itself to counterattack in much
more difficult situations than in the past time. The
opportunity lies in this fact that such a situation of
gradual (but fast) erosion of public faith in any
future betterment of their lives brings capitalist
rule on the verge of destabilization and its
possible collapse by robbing it of its erstwhile
allies (such as well off peasants who are also
under attack now-a-days) as people's anger may
grow beyond manageable level. Public faith in
the present system may get shaken beyond
recovery and repair. Capitalist system as a whole
may lose acceptability in public eyes for ever.
This brings working class to a unique situation
particularly when a nation wide peasant
movement is already going on whose
demands
have
assumed
revolutionary
overtones as any pressure for their fulfillment

11

which is unlikely to be meted out unless something very special or extraordinary happens.

12

as no other class is capable of leading them and finally winning against the exploitation of capital.
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violently clashes with the limits of the
bourgeois order. In a condition of serious
confrontation of the state with the peasants,
the political situation in the country is bound
to take a unique turn and become volatile and
explosive. Working class must certainly keep
its eyes fixed on the developments related to
this and its advance sections are duty bound to
prepare the working class for a
bigger
political role to play in the coming future.
Comrades! We must have courage to discuss this
question in all earnestness among ourselves as
well as amongst the workers and toilers. This is
the foremost political task of the working class in
the present scenario, and limit ourselves to
economic struggles will amount to abandoning
revolution as well as revolutionary ideology. We
must never forget that there are times when
decades happen in a second. In the nutshell, the
situations are such that presently, in short term
context, it seems all the more difficult to cope up
with the bourgeois attacks that are coming, but
when we see it in totality, long term context, the
present situation marked by outright fascist
attacks, calls upon us and the working class to
think of preparing for fulfilling the historical
mission of the time.
But, when working class revolutionaries don't
take advantage of such a situation by organizing
the restless and gradually impoverishing
common masses for revolution, the fascists forces
nurtured,
trained and assisted by big
bourgeoisie, come to fill the vacuum and rise to
power, either through elections i.e. by winning a
majority in the parliament or by other means i.e.
even bypassing or rising against the Parliament.
Having come to power, they start capturing
institutions (be it army, other armed forces,
Police administration, ED, Election Commission,
Women Commission, Human Right Commission,
CBI, IB, RAW, Media, Judiciary, etc.) from within
and turn them into their own weapons of mass
suppression. They also capture institutions
related to culture, education and research etc
and turn them into instruments that can further
their divisive agenda.
As soon as they are well entrenched in power,
they begin to show their actual colors. The past
seven years of the Modi government is proof of
this. The lethal blend of their tall promises,
parliamentary
ostentatious and dramatised
moves and divisive agenda comes to full play.
What they actually constantly seek to do is to turn
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their support base into a potential and dreaded
enemy of the minorities, secularism, constitution,
democratic rights, working class, democracy and
communism, etc. The very idea of
socioeconomic justice comes under serious threat.
Regressive nationalism is in full play. They openly
play to the gallery of majoritarianism. They invent
shadow enemies (of nation as well as of people)
out of thin air to eyewash the people, while on the
other hand they nakedly serve the big
bourgeoisie and corporates. The oppositions of
all kinds and revolutionaries in particular become
the target of state led attacks. In nutshell, they
come in violent clash with democratic and
progressive values and resort to open terrorism.
But, ultimately people come to realize with their
own experience that they have been cheated.
Then the fascists come in violent clash with
people at large, too.
This form of bourgeois dictatorship is thus fraught
with such dangers and is generally unstable. If
fascism has a long spell, it is bound to destabilize
the bourgeois rule beyond repair, instead of
strengthening it. However, for whatever time
fascists exists in power, they bring heavy ruin and
devastation for workers, peasants, common
people of other strata. Economic interests of
almost all classes except big bourgeoisie and
their lackeys are under attack.
In seven years of Modi's fascist rule in India,
this is where our country has exactly arrived
through rampant attacks on democratic rights
and labour rights, handing over agriculture
and villages to corporates, unprecedented rise
in unemployment as well as price hikes, sale
of public property like even stadium, land,
schools, playground, roads, aerodromes and
highways etc, sale of public factories,
industries and mines, loot of finances through
bank NPAs and other frauds in favour of
monopolists, lowering of corporate tax and
increase in indirect tax, allowing monopolists
to go for unbridled speculative activities, cut
in peoples subsidies while giving subsidies to
corporates in lakhs of crores… and so on and
so forth. There is no end to this list.
We can say without going into much detail about
it here that those who overwhelmingly voted for
Modi in 2014 and 2019 are now feeling cheated.
Every section of tolling masses i.e. working class
and peasantry in particular, has realized that they
brought to power a party and a prime minister
who are agents of corporate big capital. Even
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urban petty bourgeoisie and middle classe are
today
disenchanted, fed up and feeling
threatened of their existence due to the Modi
government brazenly pursuing pro-capitalist
policies. While the peasantry has embarked on
the path of a long drawn struggle against three
farm laws, the majority of the toiling masses are
also on boil due to the nakedly and openly procorporate policies of the government.

WORKING CLASS PRESENT DAY TASKS
We have seen that the present day crisis and
Fascism are, knowingly or unknowingly,
digging graves for capitalism. Fascism as a
form of bourgeois dictatorship has been a
natural choice of the monopoly bourgeoisie
and financial oligarchy. Monopoly bourgeoisie
don't provide space for free competition among
all capitals. They strive for monopoly and not
for freedom or liberty and this is what Lenin
calls the quintessence of monopoly stage of
capitalism (imperialism). Due to this, fascistic
rule finds a natural favour with monopoly
bourgeoisie. It must also be borne in mind that
this is the age of financial capitalism led by
financial oligarchy that strives for maximum
profit. The rise of financialization has a lot to do
with the present permanent-looking crisis and
fascism. It's not like old cyclical crises of
capitalism whose counteracting factors were
always present beside the factors that caused
them. They also could act in the general
environment of free competition. The present
crisis is the result of a crisis generated by a
mature financial capitalism where monopoly
gives little scope to the counteracting factors to
act freely (in the enviroment of free competition
as said earlier) and thus they cannot stymie the
crises. This is the precise reason (whose
detailed presentation is however not within the
scope of this short and rough note) which is
making the present day crisis a permanent
crisis. The recovery would take place but they
would be short-lived and will be few and far
between as much permitted as by the limited
competition (mainly among monopolists) that
still remains and will remain until capitalism is
finally done away with. Concentration and
centralization
of
capital
resulting
in
unprecedented development in socialization of
capital will continue till it explodes from within
the shell of capitalism and the
basic
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contradiction, the one between socialized
production and private appropriation, is finally
resolved and the main reason for the present day
crisis finishes.
Parallel to this, for the working class, change to
the labour code regime is no ordinary change.
Labour codes signify no ordinary wage slavery
as earlier. It is a document of open and naked
wage slavery. Enactment of four labour codes
in place of 44 labour laws signifies bourgeois
attempt of imposing an open and naked slavery
upon the working class. It should be noted and
marked that there is a difference between prelabour code and post-labour code regime just
as there is a difference between pre-2014
regime and post-2014 regime or between
democratic form of bourgeois dictatorship and
fascist dictatorship.
When we turn our eyes on our tasks in the light of
the above tasks, what immediately reflects to us
is the very disorganized state of the working
class. Even the strength and influence of the
revisionists' unions have substantially decreased
due to loss of their credibility. This further adds to
our weakness and agonies. But the basis of this
weakness has also disappeared. Now there is
only little scope for revisionism as scope of
economic struggles and reforms have also
become limited or even disappeared in the
proper sense of the term. The strength and
influence of the unions led by revolutionaries
don't reach up to a large mass of workers but
credibility is not damaged. However, their
practice too is not much different from those of
revisionists, though we adhere to revolutionary
lines and politics. On account of this, what
transpires as the foremost task is to unite the
working class being led under the leadership of
the revolutionaries and stop any further
disorganization or disunity and make united
fronts with other unions, those led by revisionists
included, from below and subsequently put
pressure on their leadership to fight against
bourgeois attacks that are coming on the working
class with full might and without any politicalideological compromise, which they haven't been
doing for a long time back.
Secondly, the question of political struggles of the
working class has achieved and attained far more
significance than economic struggles. Economic
struggles and fight for reforms have only limited
scope now, though they are still necessary for
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other reasons. The point however is to recognize
its limited scope. To express it directly, political
revolutionary propaganda and campaign within
the trade union movement has become far more
important than trade union movement itself
which, and it must be noted, doesn't mean
weakening of trade union movement. The
political revolutionary campaign consists in
exposing the enduring nature of capitalist crisis,
in the exposure of general crisis of monopoly
stage of capitalism and linked with this, it consists
in the exposure and grasping of the present stage
of revolutionary working class movement which,
as once Lenin based on his analysis of the crisis
of moribund monopoly stage of capitalism had
said, is but the stage of final battle for victory of
the working class in the background of which
working class must be exhorted and readied to
prepare itself to smash fascism and at the same
time march ahead from here for overthrowing the
present regime and building a new society
without capitalism.
Here too many objections may be be raised,
mainly among them will be about ignoring the
present very weak conditions of the working
class, its political and ideological backwardness.
But, how to address these weaknesses? Can it be
done by limiting the working class to economic
struggles and struggles for some reforms? This is
the main question that needs our attention. When
crisis is enduring and unrelenting causing loss of
hope of any betterment on the part of the people
at large, and when the crisis ridden monopoly
capitalism is forced to shake the very foundation
of capitalism by threatening the very existence of
small propertied classes, too, what could be the
way out? What should the working class be
exhorted about? These pertinent questions must
be addressed in a revolutionary manner.

SALVADOR
ALLENDE
48TH MARTYRDOM DAY OF
FORMER SOCIALIST
PRESIDENT OF CHILE

26TH JUNE 1908 – 11TH SEP 1973
Allende was the co-founder and leader
of the Socialist Party of Chile who
became the 28th President of Chile on
3rd Nov 1970. He was the first elected
socialist president in Latin America’s
liberal democracy. However, even
before 3 years of his government, a
planned US-backed coup took place on
11th Sep 1973 which led to the
immediate killing of Allende and
numerous others along with
subsequent killings and torture of
innumerous progressives and
socialists. Allende was overthrown and
the neoliberal dictatorship of Augusto
Pinochet was established in Chile
thereafter.
“Revolution does not go through the
university; revolution goes through the
great masses; revolution is made by the
people; revolution is made in essence by the
workers.”
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GROUND REPORT

ON PATNA’S BHOGIPUR WORKERS' STRUGGLE
UNORGANISED WORKERS TOO CAN SHOW AND BUILD THE REVOLUTIONARY PATH

SHEKHAR
It was a continuous, uninterrupted,
valiant, unbelievable and successful
workers' fight (of one day and one
night) for compensation of death of a
construction
worker
Ramdhani
Yadav who worked under a builder
(Kamtesh Ranjan) and fell from
seventh storey of a huge underconstruction apartment (Rukmani
Apartment) building situated at
Bhogipur village (on the northeastern side of the Patna-Gaya
railway line or roadways) in suburb
of Patna, at least 4 km to north of the
Patna bypass road and highway, in
the noon on 18th September, 2021.
“Nirman
Mazdoor
Sangharsh
Union”
(henceforth NMSU) affiliated with Indian
Federation of Trade Unions (Sarwahara)
[hereinafter, IFTU (Sarwahara)] took up this
struggle in its own hands since 18th Sept
afternoon. Till then the worker was already
declared dead by the hospital where he was
admitted by the Sampatchak block police.
Police had filed an FIR but with no named
accused despite his family members and fellow
workers' insistence to do so. It prima facie shows
connivance of police with the builder (Kamtesh
Ranjan). Police also didn't take any action and
just disappeared from the scene after the postmortem and a loose FIR was done. It came back
only when NMSU's agitation got intensified in
the night.
After post-mortem, his inmates, family members
and fellow workers who had gathered there
decided to fight for compensation and brought
his dead body back to the work-site, and kept
agitating for adequate compensation from the
builder. But builder acted like a filmy criminal
boss. Eye-witness workers said that he (the
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builder) came out and abused the workers
threatening them to leave the place
immediately or else he would kill all who are
agitating. The workers said that he openly said
he would kill all of them (agitating workers) too
and throw their dead bodies in the bushes, if
they don't leave the place immediately. But the
fellow workers and the family members of the
deceased worker weren't coward and kept
sitting on the unpaved road right infront of the
work-site i.e. the Rukmani Apartment. Though
quite less in numbers, the workers kept
gheraoing the builder's site. In the meantime,
workers decided to inform NMSU's comrades
(Saujany and Kanchan) who reached Bhogipur
along with some workers and comrades without
delay. Having come to know that IFTU(S) and
NMSU has reached the work site and taken up
the issue, the workers' from Jaganpura area near
bypass associated with NMSU also rushed to the
site in good numbers. Those already fighting at
the site saw their morale boosted. Workers near
the bypass region were getting mobilised on
their own. Workers knew that a strong fight
would be put up by IFTU(s) leadership. That's
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why they also knew they have to urgently reach
the site as quickly as possible so that the fight
could be immediately reinforced to win victory
quickly. The builder, on the other hand, was
behaving in the same old notorious manner.
However, seeing the gathering of near-by
workers and arrival of NMSU leaders at the site,
he didn't come out to threaten the workers. He
rather enclosed himself in his flat and sent
messages through his site managers. Workers
say that in the past many workers had died in the
same manner i.e. due to lack of safety measures
employed at the site, particularly in the case of
high-rise
apartment
building,
but
no
compensation was paid to their family
members. No named FIR was ever lodged,
either. In this case too, a FIR was lodged but
without any named accuses. Workers informed
that even the dead bodies of the workers who
happened to fall and die from height 'normally
were not made available to the family members,
were very often not seen as they automatically
disappeared. The workers said that the dead
bodies were stealthily thrown away so that no
voice for compensation could be raised. The
present work-site is a huge site involving many
high-rise
apartments
under-construction.
However, residents (those who have bought the
flats) also live in a few of the flats of these underconstruction apartments, particularly in the
backyard of the site. In the darkness of night, it
gives a ghostly appearance.
In no time, by late evening, hundreds of workers
got mobilised on the call of IFTU (Sarwahara).
This time, it was like wild fire spreading quickly

in all working class localities in no time. The
workers who knew the past such struggles led
by IFTU (Sarwahara) realised that a formidable
fight would be put up this time here, too. This
feeling worked as a great catalyst. The
pioneering leaders of this agitation working
directly on the front as well as in the rear, when
contacted, said –
“We expected to conclude peace and reach
a reasonable compromise before midnight,
but the builder was behaving like a criminal
boss and was in no mood to budge. He
remained adamant on giving just 50,000
rupees. He sent the message that in no case
any amount more than this would be ever
given. He (the builder) would have thought
like this - “For how many hours would the
workers stay as the night deepens?" This
made us think and resolve that we would stay
the whole night whatever it may come out to
be. We knew then the fight is one of the
toughest this time. We held serial meetings
with the workers who were present at the
sight in good number (not less than 200) till
late in the evening. We unanimously decided
to teach the builder a lesson and fight till the
victory i.e. until a reasonable compensation
is won. We took calculates steps after that as
the work-site turned completely lonely in the
night, situated at a place which was more than
4 kms north inside the bypass highway. We
got this news transmitted through phone calls
that 150 workers were stuck in “do or die
battle” at Bhogipur gheraoing the work-site
throughout the night. Based on this, we
expected huge turn out of workers in the
morning. It was a question of faith, while we
continuously put up a brave face infront of
the builders' lobby and the police that had
arrived at around 10:30 in the night."
"We (numbering around 150) all decided to
keep the gherao the whole night even if the
danger of police-criminal attack seemed
quite likely and we knew the consequences.
The second biggest difficulty was that we all
had been without any food since morning or
the noon, while the constant sloganeering
had taken almost all of our energy. Nothing
was available in the vicinity, except thick
darkness. There was nothing at all. There
was no mat either. It was soil, sand, mud and
small stone boulders spread all around on
which we sometimes had to rest upon. Even
then, all of us (numbering around 150)
decided not to move or go anywhere in
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search of some food or anything, not even in
search of tea or bread, because it would have
amounted to thinning the presence at the site
and inviting an attack. Police tried to
intervene in favour of the builder with a
purpose to vacate the site in the dead of night
by arresting the frontline leaders, but seeing
the mood of the workers, enraged both by
hunger and injustice, who were constantly
sloganeering till midnight everytime with
renewed vigour and who had already
decided to court arrest together and
collectively if any one of them is arrested, the
police decided to step back. We stayed there
sloganeering most of the time to keep our
morale high and send a message to the
police, stationed there, of our resolve to fight
till the end whatever it may cost us. This sent
a tremor to the builder' lobby. However, they
felt that by morning all of us will get severely
fatigued and leave the place automatically.
But the resolve of the workers was true and
high. They were not ready to go until victory
was attained. Even in the event of the
struggle drawing further to next night,
workers were not ready to leave the place.
We were thinking of all the possible ways of
leading the struggle if the struggle doesn't
conclude even on the 19th Sept.”
“We had also to keep vigil on possible
instigators who were quite a few in numbers,
employed by the builder or otherwise and
wanted to misdirect the workers towards
hooliganism in the night. It was a good thing
that the workers were all disciplined and
acted only according to our guidelines and
directions given from time to time."

Comrade Mantu, Assistant Secretary of NMSU,
said,
“We all were hungry and after late night we
were feeling it. So, we urgently but
peacefully waited for the dawn to arrive so
that other workers in good numbers may join
us in the morning failing which it was sure
that the workers who stayed in the night
would get disheartened and most possibly
attacks would come and chances of winning
the victory were then negligible and zero.”
He further continued, “But, when in the
morning, the workers in hundreds came in to
join us, we all had tears on our faces, as it was
the question of faith on class solidarity that
was to come alive and get tested once again.
We passed this test with flying colours. Quite
early in the morning a few of our advanced

THE TRUTH | Year 2 | Issue 5 | September 2021

workers had rushed to labour stands to
collect the workers and bring them to join the
struggle. We thought like what would happen
if they would not come in support. We were
really worried. But soon the message of
support and their fastest arrival got pouring
in and we all were jubilant forgetting we
didn't eat anything since last day.”

He continued and said “Not only the workers from the labour stands,
but poor people mostly workers of near
villages (where we had no organisation) had
also gathered quite early in the morning and
were shouting slogans with us. This also filled
our hearts with joy. Just after that, workers'
influx started, workers in flocks began
pouring in from all places. They came asking
the address and themselves hiring tempos
and pick ups. Some of them even had
blocked the bypass highway and lifted the
blockade only when the Union asked them to
lift it and requested them in stead to come to
the site where the struggle was going on.”
“There was a spontaneity among workers
who on their own came to support us. When
they heard that union leaders along with
female comrades and hundreds of workers
have kept fighting all the night, they
spontaneously chose to hurry up and reach
the site as quickly as possible. Those who
knew it and couldn't come were in confessing
mode the other day. As we saw, by 9' O clock
in the morning of 19th September, it was like
a bee-line of workers coming at regular
intervals and joining us. It then became as
clear as the day light of that shining morning
that we were going to win this battle.”
“This was how this crucial battle was finally
won. All of our senior comrades of IFTU
(Sarwahara) Saujany, Akanksha, Kanchan,
Radhe, Mantu, Sunil, Arjun, along with
hundreds of its workers' members saw
neither the night nor the scorching sun of the
day. Neither hunger nor deteriorating health
worried them.”

Comrade Kanchan said,
“We all know that we have fought quite a few
more such tiring battles of "day and night" in
Patna, but this was the most spectacular and
unique among them all. In this, the worker
comrades got mobilized like a wave and
worked in full coordination with the entire
leadership from top to bottom and with a
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precise strategy. Yes, some mistakes also
seem to have been made, but how can
mistakes be completely avoided in such a
struggle? This had to happen, which
however does not reduce its beauty, on the
contrary, highlights its many features.
Especially at the end, when the victory was
almost won and was over, fatigue had taken
over the body. Without eating and drinking
anything for almost twenty hours, our
leading comrades had started vomiting from
the shrivelled intestines, then such illusion of
getting away from "everything" as soon as
the moment of victory comes takes over and
in such a situation some imposters tried to
take credit for the whole fight by doing some
photo session at the last minute. This lowly
effort itself proves that this battle fought by
us is glorious and historic and if you continue
such battles, it will happen time and again.
So, it is better not to waste your precious time
and energy by engaging in debate with such
people. This has always happened and will
continue to happen in future, too.”
“And lastly, this fight also gives immense
strength to our political understanding that
the unorganized construction sector of Patna
has immense revolutionary potential,
regarding which even we sometimes
become doubtful due to practical difficulties
faced at the time of organising them. But this
battle proves that if centralized and a
functional synergy from the leadership to the
lower ranks is maintained on the spot, then a
site which is away from the population of the
city and located in a very sparsely populated
and relatively secluded area can also be
cordoned off by unorganised workers at
night, that too under the joint leadership of
female comrades.”

She further continued,
“It should be remembered that among the
150 workers who had decided to stay for the
night, there was not a single female comrade
(besides comrade Akanksha, Kanchan and
the wife of the dead worker), because it was
not anticipated well in advance that the
settlement of compensation would not
happen even till mid-night and that the owner
would be so insensitive and therefore other
women activists could not be organized in
advance (it was not even possible to do this
on the basis of pre-estimation, because the
place of fighting is far away from our base
area of work ) and it was midnight by the time
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we decided about it and then it was
impossible to organize other women activists
at the site where no means of transport
existed at that odd hour. But the bravery,
courage and patience displayed by
comrades Akanksha and Kanchan to lead
from the forefront (in this battle the
leadership was divided into levels according
to the work) undoubtedly gave great strength
to the old indelible tradition of women
revolutionaries.”
“For the rest, the strategic preparation for
possible attacks was done, but in the event of
an attack there was a possibility of immense
damage, but which was finally dealt with by
the
unwavering
and
enthusiastic
participation of almost two hundred worker
comrades. At three or four o'clock in the night
when the leading worker comrades went to
collect hundreds of other working class
comrades and from there, messages of
support from the working class fraternity
started pouring in, when the men, women
and poor people of the neighboring working
class area (who did not belong to our
organization, yet were united in support of
their class brethren) also came together in
our support, then it became clear at that time
itself that the workers would definitely win
this battle and the builder who in his
despicable and abominable pride had said
"run away or i'll kill all of you too" will surely
be taught a proper lesson. And indeed the
workers did it.”
“It is only from such experiences of struggle
that the workers will be able to understand
that even this whole world, which has
become utterly cruel and a hell for the
working class, will one day be turned over by
the strength of such strategic class
cooperation and will make this world a haven
for not only the working class, but also for
farmers and all other exploited sections of the
people. This fight will surely prove to be a
milestone in the history of the working class
movement of Patna and with its inspiration
the workers will set examples of even more
inspiring class battles. We have no doubt
about it. Let us cherish the positive elements
of this experience, apply and try it efficiently
in the coming battles, and take a vow once
again to continue to awaken the workers and
inspire them to fight based on superbly led
class co-operation till this ugly and ruthless
world is destroyed completely. Once again
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and especially we salute the courage of the
workers who participated in this struggle and
led it.”

FEW OTHER POINTS REGARDING ITS
BACKGROUND
Comrade Akanksha said,
“It is always a difficult task to revolutionize
the unorganized working class, whether in
cities or villages. IFTU (Sarwahara) has
however succeeded to some extent in
creating a sense of organization and class
consciousness among them in the last fourfive years (out of which especially in the last
two years of intensive work), the culmination
of which can be seen in the "Bhogipur
workers struggle” which rose to the level of
a class struggle in a limited sense. In this
sense, the spontaneity that appeared in the
"Bhogipur Mazdoor Andolan" was an
“organized spontaneity” and was followed
by the sacrifices made by IFTU (Sarwahara)
during the past few years in the conditions of
all types of adversities. The transparency
regarding the amount of money (just 50
rupees) taken by NMSU regarding labour
card, selfless fight for the recovery of
workers'
dues
remaining
with
the
contractors or the owners even by taking all
kinds of risks, and fighting selflessly for the
compensation of the death of workers while
on work on more than one occasion (before
this, up to 2 lakh 60 thousands rupees
compensation was won on the spot
successfully). are all the result of selfless
struggles whose cumulative effect in the
form of rising class consciousness of the
workers can be seen in the Bhogipur
Movement. The gradual increase in the
confidence of the workers in us and the
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gradual increase in the self-confidence of
IFTU (Sarwahara) comrades generated by
these victorious struggles have also played a
significant role in this movement. We have
ultimately won workers' recognition.
Workers at large recognise us as their own
organisation. From here, if we could
successfully fight our own internal
weaknesses which are quite a few many,
then no power would stop us from creating
wonders in the working class movement in
Patna and also in Bihar. Our confidence to
successfully fight tough battle was also
raised when we almost fought 'madly' for the
compensation of the death of our beloved
worker comrade Mundrika Prasad and won
it, even when we could take up this fight
several weeks after his death and when no
FIR was lodged, nor was post-mortem done.
This case was a very difficult fight as there
was no proof of his death occurring due to
accident while on work. The victory, though
partial, of this fight was great morale booster
for us and has also contributed a great deal
in the making of this Bhogipur movement.”

Comrade Kanchan said,
“Very early in our work, we had understood
that 'it is wrong to insist on membership
campaign without any struggle and without
proving our credibility through struggles as
this would send wrong messages to the
workers and further distort their class
consciousness. We dealt with this issue both
on a theoretical and a practical level. In
principle, we resolved that 'it is economism
to run a membership drive without creating
the much required consciousness, the
minimum consciousness necessary for
unorganised workers to become bonafide
members of a trade union with a sense of
ownership of the organisation on their part,
and of course it was completely a wrong
thing making the membership drive a precondition for launching and fighting struggle
for workers cause. We have proved that the
formal workers' enrollment in the union is not
a pre-condition for initiating struggles. That's
why we decided not to take up the "Formal
Membership Campaign" (the decision has
not been taken yet, and it posed no difficulty
in intensifying workers struggle which
justifies our theoretical understanding)
unless the importance of class unity is not
proved to some extent in practice by hard
struggles and the much required confidence
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of the common workers is attained. We
rather worked for workers' sense of class
ownership of our organisation and finally
succeeded in this. Now that we have got our
NMSU registered in the labour department,
it will however be incumbent upon us to
formally launch membership drive and
submit the yearly list of members with the
labour department.”

Comrade Radhe added,
“Secondly, we had already had this bitter
experience that this notion was firmly
established among the workers themselves
that it is not possible to get the workers
registered with the welfare board and make
labour cards for them without paying
brokerage. In the beginning, the workers
themselves advocated it. This was one of the
major reasons for our early failures.”

Comrade Saujany also added,
“Connected to this and based on the bad
experiences of 'selfish' capitalist world i.e.
selfishness prevailing in capitalist society, it
has also been common to have witnessed a
deep-rooted understanding among the
workers that "why would one work for others'
benefit without his own benefit?" And so
naturally there was a belief among the
workers that if this union (NMSU) is doing our
work without any individual or self profit,
then there must be "some other secret” of
big profit behind it or "the money comes to
these people from some other quarters.”
There was also a belief that these people are
working with so much sacrifice so that later
they would commit some big frauds. From
this, we can understand what negative
impact it would have brought if we also had,
like others, started with “membership
drive.”
“Therefore, before we could start the
membership drive of the union, we had the
before us the task of dispelling these
workers' assumptions which were based on
the their direct experience of selfishness
prevailing in the capitalist world and broker
unions that used to take exorbitant charges
from workers for simple things. The (other)
unions prior to us took a pre-determined
share of compensations before they fought
for this. Due to this, the workers used to
doubt us, too. Seeing and sensing this, we
learnt quickly and never based ourselves on
workers donations till they achieve at least a
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minimum level of consciousness.” We
waited for workers' consciousness to grow
through struggles and we knew they would
one day themselves give donations if they
develop a sense of ownership of the
organisations.”
“That is why, we depended solely on the
strength of the internal sources of the
organization's funds. So many innumerable
campaigns were launched among the
workers for the last four years, but we didn't
take workers' donations, whether it is for
printing pamphlets and posters, the tempo
fare or the petrol expenses. It was decided
not to depend on the workers for any
expenditure, except in a few instances,
because even if such a decision was taken
and imposed, it would have had bad
consequences. The simple and straight
reason was the lack of consciousness.
Meanwhile, financial help was also given to
many workers during the Corona time
without resorting to taking any help from
NGOs simply because we were aware of its
bad consequences, too. Whatever we
mobilised economically for workers came
directly from our own internal and external
sympathisers."
“On the whole, we had decided that until
there came a real consciousness among the
workers (of course through struggles) to
help the union and unless they themselves
began to say that we should run a
membership campaign or take donations to
run the offices etc, till then, we will not take
any steps in this direction, in the direction of
having donations and running membership
drives. The workers were thus allowed time
and space to understand for themselves who
we are, why we work in such a selfless
manner, how and why we have left our
families to work with them, etc.”
“Due to this, obviously, our financial
condition became unstable and turbulent
and today it is becoming difficult to meet and
manage even the freight or rent expenses.
We just pinned our hope on our internal and
external sympathisers and lastly on the
workers who we believed would come to our
rescue once they become class conscious.
This situation of extreme economic hardship
is still there, but as soon as it became known
among the workers that it has become
difficult for us to run the office expenses, etc,
a self-generated feeling of cooperation has
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started arising from among the workers. But,
because they themselves are financially
incapacitated, they are unable to help us
much. But now, they have started donating,
and even buying "Sarwahara” with money
donations, and now it is from among the
workers themselves that there has arisen a
tremendous demand for running a
membership drive.”

the district level administration and the state
level labour department had to come and
take the charge and handle the matter
themselves directly and stymied the
impending crisis”.

Comrade Mantu reported,
“Some incidents belonging to this movement
have turned out to be strangely inspiring. In
yesterday's campaign (two days after the
worker achieved victory in Bhogipur
movement) a new worker (who did not
recognize me) grabbed me and started
asking - "Today you have come to deliver
speeches, where were you yesterday when
there was a struggle going on?” I also did not
say anything and let him fully speak. After
sometime, as soon as I tried to speak and
convince him, he went away slamming his
feet against the g ground. This shows what
the running sentiments of the workers were
like."
“Another similar incident happened with
none other than comrade Saujany who
emerged as the tallest frontline leader of this
movement. In his case, a worker, who didn't
recognize him, was not allowing him to
speak at all, because he felt comrade
Saujany wasn’t present in the struggle, while
the fact was that it was the worker himself
who was not present there in the movement.
He came to know that comrade Akanksha
was there so he was constantly asking
comrade Akanksha to speak but denied any
scope for comrade Saujany to speak. He was
also allowed space to say whatever he liked
and rebuke, because it was revealing what
we
ourselves
wanted
–
workers'
consciousness in raw form.”

He continued,
“One thing is sure. If the fight had dragged
on for one more day (it would have been
obviously so if the builder did not bow down)
and obviously the condition of the corpse
(dead body) would have been worse, then
these inspiring events as above, coming to
the fore and our knowledge only later during
the campaign, prove that any delay in
compromise on the part of the builder would
have resulted in a very big movement. This
is perhaps the reason why the top officials of
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Comrade Mantu further added,
“Not only this, there was a tremendous wave
of support that came from among the
handcarts, rickshaw pullers and small or
medium-level shopkeepers. The proof of this
is that these people were on their own
showing the way ahead to the workers who
were coming in flocks on foot to Bhogipur in
search of the site of the struggle (which was
quite inside the bypass and this happened
continuously and the workers up to
Punaichak and Patna City also came and
joined us in the struggle). "
“If we look at the "Bhogipur Movement" from
the point of view of our out put of four-five
years work, then "Bhogipur" presents itself
as a milestone. The spirit of class unity and
the level of consciousness of the workers that
have been born out of our struggles are
really a milestone now. If we are able to
understand its importance and implement
the lessons and tasks arising out of it, then it
can be said with full certainty that we will
definitely see emerge a huge upsurge in the
working class revolutionary movement in
Patna in the coming years. A revolutionary
wave of working class movement can be
seen being born in near future."

(This is a quick evaluation based on the
discussions with the comrades of "IFTU
(Sarwahara)” and "Nirman Mazdoor Sangharsh
Union" who were directly involved in the
"Bhogipur Movement" and leading it.)
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CALL TO THE
UNORGANISED WORKERS
OF PATNA
(from a short leaflet released a day after
the victory in the Bhogipur movement)
Carry forward the glorious revolutionary
tradition of Bhogipur Mazdoor Andolan (a
revolutionary fight for fair compensation)!
Workers comrades! Create a huge wave of
decisive workers' class movement!
“Two days ago the construction workers of Patna
achieved a historic victory. A victory that was
beyond the imagination of the owners and the
capitalist class in the given circumstances where
there was no hope of any such struggle emerging
like this. In the Bhogipur Mazdoor Andolan (the fight
for fair compensation after the death of Ramdhani
Yadav), the construction workers of Patna showed
unprecedented courage, unity and patience and got
for the family a compensation of six lakhs from the
owner-cum-builder. Labor department officials have
also promised one lakh extra compensation, even
though the deceased worker wasn't registered with
the construction workers' welfare board. Thus a total
compensation of 7 lakhs of rupees was won for the
dependents of the deceased worker. This was
another important victory of the movement which
would create a new precedent. The revolutionary
initiative shown by the workers in this fight has
shown that after the class unity has been ignited in
the hearts of the unorganized workers through a
series of past struggles, they too can bring the owner
class to its knees. Even in the Bhogipur Mazdoor
Andolan, after seeing the inhuman and insensitive
behaviour of the owner, the workers decided that
they will not go back without compensation. What
became evident after that? Neither hunger nor
fatigue bothered the workers. The workers, who had
worked hard throughout the day, spent the night,
hungry and thirsty, in that deserted area along with
the deceased workers' family and Union comrades
on the unpaved road in front of the site gate. When
the police administration reached the spot late in the
night, the workers did not panic at all even in the face
of the threat of lathi-charge and arrest of the leaders
and, showing immense courage and dedication,
declared that if any one of the union's comrades
were arrested then all (hundreds of workers) will
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also go along and hand themselves over to the
police. Hearing this, the police were forced to
retreat. By morning, there was a constant influx of
workers at the spot. The workers themselves started
coming to the spot hiring pick-ups, trucks, and autos,
etc. Workers and women folk of neighbouring
villages as well as of near-by workers' colonies also
reached the spot spontaneously as soon as they got
the news. The never-ending waves of workers and
supporters and the slogans of 'Mazdoor Ekta
Zindabad' being raised by them filled the hearts of
the fatigued and sleep-deprived workers, who
fought the entire night, with the energy and strength
that was visible on their emotional faces and teary
eyes. The overwhelming and ever-increasing unity
spurred them on and every drop of tear from their
eyes declared at the time itself that the victory of the
workers was certain and that the workers would not
return from here without getting proper
compensation and the landlord who had threatened
them by saying "run away otherwise, I'll kill each and
every last one of you" would certainly be made to
learn a lesson soon. And indeed the workers did it.
Comrades! This fight will later prove to be a
milestone in the history of the working class
movement of Patna and with its inspiration the
workers will set examples of even more inspiring
battles, we have no doubt about it. This struggle has
worked to enhance and uplift the organized strength
and class consciousness of the unorganized workers.
Worker brothers! This fight is not the last, but
actually a beginning, where the workers have
challenged this blood-thirsty system based solely on
profit. This fight will continue till the workers are
guaranteed proper safety at their workplaces, until
the conspiracy to take away their rights is stopped,
until the capitalists stop trampling them like worms,
until their employment is not guaranteed. If the
workers who build this world recognize the infinite
power within themselves, a small glimpse of which
has been shown by the Bhogipur Mazdoor Andolan,
then they can win this whole world. We believe that
the sparks lit up by these struggles of the workers
will become torches and ignite the sun of a new,
beautiful, exploitation-free society. Once again, we
congratulate all the workers involved in the struggle
of Bhogipur, without whom this struggle would have
been impossible, we salute all the comrades from
the heart and call upon them to continue this
revolutionary tradition created by them.”
With Revolutionary salutes and regards
Central Committee,
IFTU (Sarwahara)
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GROUND REPORT

FARMERS’ MAHAPANCHAYAT
AN OCEAN OF HUMANITY
MUZAFFARNAGAR, UP; SEP 5, 2021: A REPORT
S. V. SINGH
Farmer leaders had announced in the All- India
Farmers’ Convention held at Singhu border on
Aug 26-27 that a massive Mahapanchayat will
be held at Muzaffarnagar on Sep 5 as a show of
strength. Everybody in this country and more
so the Modi-Yogi governments have no doubt
whatsoever that these farmers mean what they
say. Buses from far off places in Punjab,
Rajasthan and MP began reaching there by the
evening of Sep 4th. UP Government
administration visualized exactly what will be
the scene on Sunday, Sep 5th. They got busy in
preparations. First was to ensure that every toll
TO and FRO Muzaffarnagar on every highway in
this part of the country is made free as the
farmers hate these legalized extortion centers,
government approved day light robbery
counters. Head count of farmers had crossed a
lakh in the 4th evening itself. Flow of humanity
was getting larger and larger since then and on
5th all roads entering Muzaffarnagar, a wellknown sugar cane and jaggery center, were
looking like flowing rivers entering the ocean
having center at Government Inter College
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ground. On a toll next to Modipuram,
policemen were posted to ensure that these
greedy toll extortion companies refrain from
extorting money. May be for the first time in
history, UP police were seen doing a ‘social
service’!! A contingent of volunteer youth were
there to welcome participants by showering
flower petals. It was a heart touching welcome,
indeed. Tractor trolleys, beautifully decorated
by banners and flags occupied by the peasants
with their head high, were uncountable quite
literally. It was their day, a show of strength
after all. Police was advised to keep off unless
called and not to mess up with farmers and quite
rightly so.
Another noteworthy pleasant feature that no
one could miss to note was that entire
population of Muzaffarnagar played host to this
iconic gathering of the toiling masses. No one
was interested to care whether he/she is asked
to do any specific job as it was their own task.
This is the beauty of this movement that people
are ready not only to fight risking their life but
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also to host and offer hospitality to the unknown.
At about every 100- meter distance there were
langars of water and sweet beverages, lassi all
along. We had hardly turned towards
Muzaffarnagar from the Dehradun Highway and
there was a contingent of youth activists
standing on both sides of the road offering
bountiful of sweets/laddoos from both the
hands. There were processions of farmers
shouting slogans along with unending line of
tractor-trolleys and this led to traffic jam and
chaos. Some of the onlookers immediately
turned into traffic police guiding the first timers
to the city. They were offering to escort the
vehicle till GIC ground if required where entire
humanity was heading that day.
Farmers, peasants, agricultural workers,
belonging to Punjab, Haryana, UP, Delhi,
Uttarakhand, Rajasthan had gathered en mass,
entire population of many a villages but there
were delegate representation from Jammu,
Himachal, MP, Maharashtra, West Bengal,
Bihar,
Assam,
Mizoram,
Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Orissa, Andhra, Telangana, Tamil
Nādu, Karnataka and Kerala. This left those who
called this ‘movement of Punjabis-Sikhs’ red
faced. The most deafeningly roaring applause
was reserved to those who travelled 2250 km
from Chennai when their leader rose to speak
in chaste Tamil.

IT’S NOW OR NEVER; 2022 SET TO UNDO
2017 IN UP
More than 60 speakers took to the mike. Several
lesser- known women farmer activists from
Punjab surprised the audience with their
understanding of the cause they are fighting for.
It is a fact that most of the leaders of this
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legendary movement are rich farmers. They
have reaped fruits of the first capitalist
onslaught in agriculture sector known as green
revolution and that was at the cost of the poor
and marginal farmers. This fact is undeniable.
They had not imagined ever that they will one
day face the same music and will be thrown like
fodder before the profit hungry corporate
sharks. There is no confusion as regards the
consequences of this ensuing marauding
corporates rampaging the country side.
Farmers have themselves witnessed destitution
of so many marginal farmers turning into
paupers. The same fate awaits them and sends
chilling sensation down their spine. This anger
is driving them to sleep on the roads since last
10 months away from their cozy houses. We are
Chaudharys and Modi wants to turn us into
munshis of Adani-Ambani!! It is not acceptable
to them, come what may. Another very positive,
heartening development is that they have also
realized that whatever they want to achieve
cannot be achieved without support of 86%
small and marginal farmers. Next dose of
wisdom, that even they all, cannot achieve their
goal and a life of dignity without support and
solidarity of the industrial workers, rural
proletariat and other exploited section within
the present capitalist system, will certainly
going to dawn upon them. Their demand that
government should enact a law guaranteeing
purchase of entire agricultural produce at MSP,
if pursued, uncompromisingly, will certainly
lead them to overstep the present political
system in vogue and turn the battle against this
capitalist system as such. Each and every
speaker was exhorting all sections of the poor
and exploited to join farmers as these black
agricultural laws will empty whatever is left in
their food dish, confirms that they are turning
against the system as a whole. Listening to this
narrative from those who used to be the
formidable pillars of these very fascists in
power today not a long time ago, was like
listening to really sweet music of one’s life.
As an immediate agenda, farmer leaders are
proceeding methodically, drawing a blue print
to ensure that 2022 elections in UP should undo
2017 when almost everyone from this
formidable farming community voted and
supported BJP.
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HINDU-MUSLIM SOLIDARITY RESTORED
After coming to power, BJP governments at the
center and UP did not care a hoot for the
peasants, workers and other toiling masses and
pursued brazenly pro corporate policies,
everybody knows. But the greatest damage that
they did was tearing apart the social fabric,
bursting the Hindu-Muslim bonds cemented by
that old farmers movement of the eighties
spearheaded by Mahendra Singh Tikait.
Blinded by their nefarious interest of winning
election, RSS, VHP, Bajrang Dal resorted to all
their ill famous tricks to egg Hindus against
Muslims. The bloodbath that was witnessed by
this very city in 2013 is unforgettable and
unforgivable. Bloody riots were engineered
even in the villages never witnessed before.
Unfortunately, the Tikaits, too fell victim to the
poisonous propaganda of the Hindutva forces
and were visible in leading the marauding
gangs and holding panchayats to attack
Muslims in 2013. Farmers movement has
provided a rare opportunity to remorse and
seek forgiveness. They were overwhelmed with
guilt and pain that how could they become tools
in the hands of these fascist Sanghis. They
missed no opportunity since that fateful night on
Jan 28th at Ghazipur border when the emotional
outburst of Rakesh Tikait rejuvenated the whole
movement. There were several Muslims among
those who reached Ghazipur that night to be
with this mercurial farmer leader. The real face
of the communal monsters is getting revealed to
more and more people. This is filling them with
anger against the engineers of the riots and that
is going to prove very costly for the ruling
dispensation and this will add tremendously to
the might of the working class as a whole.
The blood strained ice began melting fast since
then and this unprecedentedly large
Mahapanchayat forged that old bond of
fraternity between Hindus and Muslims. BKU
national president, Naresh Tikait sit right at the
center on the beautifully decorated dais but he
did not let Mr. Ghulam Mohammed Jolla, a
prominent Muslim leader go away even for a
minute. They were together in every frame.
This is the picture entire India was longing to
witness since long. Muslims had put several
langars of food on every highway and most of
the hungry thronged these langars. It was a

THE TRUTH | Year 2 | Issue 5 | September 2021

warmth of love, affection and solidarity that was
snatched away by the hate mongers. Each and
every leader made it a point in their speeches
that how these Hindu Talibanis systematically
poisoned their thinking and turned so many
youths into blood thirsty hounds let loose on
those poor workers simply because they
professed different faith. Those wounds are,
however, very deep and may take more time to
heal completely. At couple of places when the
procession was passing through the most
suffered localities, poor workers were standing
at a distance and watching somberly with moist
eyes, pain writ large on their face. Still that
bitterness was stopping them from mingling
with their brethren in welcoming the guests in
such a humongous number. Deep wounds also
heal if healing process remains undisturbed
and the Muzaffarnagaris will not let anyone play
with their bond of solidarity any more. No one
will be allowed to mess up with their peace and
bhaichara and these fascist merchants of hate
and jingoism will be put at their proper place.

THEY ARE NOT FARMERS ALONE ANYMORE IN
THIS ‘SECOND FREEDOM MOVEMENT’
Headcount of farmers in the Mahapanchayat
varies between 8 to 12 lakh but it was a sea of
humanity not possible to count exactly. All of
them could not be accommodated in the ground
and they had spilled into the entire city and the
locals were stranded up to 15 km on all the
roads. The most significant and noteworthy
feature of the gathering was that not less than
40% of the ocean of the humanity were youth.
About one third of the employable population
between 18-65 age group are without job. More
than that, there is no hope of getting any. Modi
government came to power riding on the ultra-
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nationalist
hysteria, rabidly
communalpoisonous propaganda and wild promises like
providing employment to 2 crore youth every
year. The same government has now stopped
providing data of the unemployed. The old
variant of fascism, Hitler, was able to provide
jobs to the Nazi recruits, may be in armament
industries. This second wave of fascists doesn’t
have that luxury even. As regards price rise,
Modi government’s policy evidently is, ‘there is
a room to increase prices of diesel, petrol,
cooking gas, edible oil, medicine etc unless
people revolt’. Entire bourgeois space of
political landscape is left with no trust, hopes
whatsoever. They feel honored in case any offer
of purchase comes their way from the ‘duo’!
Revolutionary energy is disunited and
scattered and they are refusing to respond to
the growing situation. Contrary to this hopeless
darkness all around, these farmers have
displayed grit, determination, discipline and
integrity. They have thwarted any attempt to
purchase them. They stand united even after a
year of fierce movement in spite of the fact their
innumerable organizations having diverse
ideology. Entire exploited class of the country
is taking note of this fact. Here is a light at the
end of long dark tunnel. Hence, they are
thronging to this farmers movement. The same
youth who offered themselves to become foot
soldiers of these very fascists in 2014, 2017,
2019 elections and launched them to power, are
turning now against them angrily, joining this
movement en mass and preparing themselves
to teach these scoundrels a bitter lesson in 2022
and 2024. Unemployed youth, landless labor,
peasant- cum- labor section which is the largest
segment of rural India and the small, petty
shopkeepers who cannot sustain any longer, all
were present in Muzaffarnagar in large number.
This scene was never witnessed in past. If some
self- proclaimed eminent scholar refuses to
notice this historical fact and finds no
revolutionary kernel in this movement, then he
is doing his this at his own peril. One who thinks
that revolutions can be led to success in exactly
structured model and will tread the predecided trajectory then he is displaying his own
ignorance. This farmers movement has already
developed into a second freedom movement
and if they keep pursuing all their demands
with same determination and in same
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uncompromising manner, this may in all
likelihood metamorphose into a freedom
movement of Shahid-e-Azam Bhagat Singhs’s
dreams.

POST MAHAPANCHAYAT UPDATE OF FARMERS
MOVEMENT
Karnal, Sep 7
Steady contamination of all arms of state by the
communal, vitiated thought of the Hindutva
fascist forces is getting manifested in utterances
of the babus of state. No government official
was so far caught on camera mouthing what
Ayush Sinha, SDM, Karnal told; “in case, any
farmer dares cross barricade, you break open his
head, is that clear, any question?” Haryana CM
covertly defended him shamelessly; “what he
meant was right, words he used were wrong!!”
No action was taken by administration by 6th
evening as demanded by farmers and it began
preparing to intimidate farmers by mobilizing
huge armed police and para military forces. If
one is scared by the teeth of the state power
these days then he/ she is, certainly, not the
farmer!! They came at decided time and they
came in huge number. No body took any notice
of how many uniformed and armed creatures
are around as they meant their business.
Sprawling pandal at grain market was
overflowed with furious and aggressive
humanity of farmers. Every speaker was
breathing fire as usually. They, then, marched
towards mini secretariat with a war cry.
Embattled state resorted to water cannon, Tikait
ridiculed them by his customary smile, ‘don’t
worry friends, they are welcoming us by water
showers, don’t you know the custom!!’. They
proceeded to their routine of erecting tents with
tarpaulin, mindful of rains and commenced the
langar. Their deeds spoke loudly then their
words.
Sound
waves
were
reaching
Chandigarh and Delhi to the ears of powers that
be, via mobile instruments. Unwilling and
unprepared to open yet another war front,
administration blinked. Agreement was signed
on Sep 10; permanent jobs for two family
members of the martyred farmer Sushil
Kajal and 25 lakh compensation, 2 lakh
compensation to seriously injured, suitable
compensation for damaged cars, judicial
inquiry into the brutal use of force on the
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orders of Ayush Sinha by a retired high court
judge and Sinha to proceed on one month
leave. Dignity of the farmers got further
boosted. Mini secretariat Karnal gherao was
lifted. They proved yet again. They mean what
they say.
Let us see the contrast. Proletariat is,
essentially, the most revolutionary class. There
can’t be two opinions on that. They are
historically destined to lead society into higher
stage of human development, socialism. Last
year after cruel nationwide lock down was
imposed and implemented forcefully. As a
result of that, crores of hungry and penniless
migrant workers walked for weeks together
from one end of the country to another and 990
of them perished on the way. Horror was
expressed by the whole world. SWAN
(Stranded Workers Action Network) provided
complete details of the workers died to the
callous state (The Truth and Yatharth published
that list, still possess that) but ABSOLUTELY NO
COMPENSATION IS PAID TO ANY OF THE
MARTYRED MIGRANT WORKER. This is what
happens
when
revolutionary
class
is
unorganized, disorganized, disunited and in
disarray.
Sirsa Mahasammelan, Sep 12
Farmers from Punjab initiated this movement
and they are leading it brilliantly so far but
Haryana is not lagging far behind. No BJP/ JJP
leader is able to muster courage to go to his
constituency and helicopters of even the CM
and Dy. CM were not allowed to land. The feat
is achieved without resorting to even a single
act of violence. Several high-profile program of
Haryana government had to be cancelled
embarrassingly. It was noteworthy show of
strength at Sirsa on 12th Sep. Entire top
leadership was there at grain market in Sirsa in
this Mahapanchayat for preparations to the AllIndia Strike BHARAT BANDH on Sep 27th.
Otherwise also this movement has now reached
a stage when either the government will
dominate or the farmers will dominate. Strength
at Muzaffarnagar Mahapanchayat exceeding
expectations of even the farmers has pushed
the government to back foot and the farmers
don’t want and can’t afford to lose the tempo.
Sirsa Mahapanchayat, too, was a great success.
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PASH
AVTAR SINGH SANDHU
71ST BIRTHDAY OF THE
REVOLUTIONARY PUNJABI
POET

9TH SEP 1950 – 23RD MARCH 1988
Born in Jalandhar, Pash grew up in
the midst of the Naxalbari Movement
and became a revolutionary and poet
at a very young age. He always wrote
and spoke for emancipation and
against extremism. At only 37 years
old, he was assassinated by
Khalistani militants.
Lines from his most prominent work
‘Mehnat ki Loot’:
Mehnat ki loot sabse khatarnaak nahi
hoti,
Police ki maar sabse khatarnaak nahi
hoti,
Gaddari aur lobh ki mutthi sabse
khatarnaak nahi hoti…
Sabse khatarnaak hota hai
Hamaare sapno ka mar jana
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GROUND REPORT

ALL INDIA FARMERS’ CONVENTION
SINGHU BORDER; AUGUST 26-27, 2021: A REPORT
S. V. SINGH
‘Singhu Border’, the iconic place identified
with farmer’s valor and honor, grit and
determination to fight against the fascist Modi
government for a longest ever peaceful but
uncompromising mass movement in free India
is on GT Karnal Road at Delhi Haryana border
and is so called because of Singhu village. It is
the HQ of the farmers movement continuing
since last about 10 months. The first ever two
day All India Convention of Farmer’s Movement
commenced here on Aug 26, 2021.

Fascists are driven by their own whims and
refuse to learn. Modi government has put all
possible obstructions on this majestic 8 lane
NH-01 so that farmers are cut off from Delhi.
Layers and layers of jumbo size barricades, a
wide trench covered by concertina wires
guarded by big contingents of armed police
and para military forces remind one as if
reached at Israel-Palestine Gaza border. These
farmers stormed their way braving ferocious
water cannons and police batons during the
chilling cold of Nov-Dec, pushed away large
containers, trucks on the way last year to reach
here. Some fertile mind in government then
dished a unique method of obstruction. Big and
sharp pointed steel TMT bars were planted by
digging the road so that tires of the tractors get
burst. Farmers laughed at them and the same
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people then had to uproot the ‘obstruction of
last resort’ and clean the road. Its farmers
decision that they shall give ample opportunity
to the government and wait to let the wisdom
prevail upon Modi government. They will not
be stopped by these technical obstructions,
everybody knows. This childish endeavor on
the part of the state has created unbearable
inconvenience to the villagers on both the sides
of highway. On Aug 26th there was a suffocating,
stampede like situation as the roads are narrow
in village and human traffic turnover was huge.
Who will be accountable if some mishap
occurs? Authorities should talk to farmers on
this score also to make way on one side of the
highway.

AUG 26, 2021; FIRST SESSION –
ANTI FARMER BLACK AGRI LAWS
Over 2500 delegates from 22 states
representing
over
300
peasants
and
agricultural labor organizations, 17 students &
youth organizations, 9 women organizations
and representatives from teachers, monthly
magazines (Yatharth) and other organizations
participated enthusiastically in the 2-day
deliberations. Rakesh Tikait, popular farmer
leader inaugurated the convention and
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delivered a very brief speech as he had to leave
to Chandigarh to participate in preparatory
meetings for the proposed Sep 5, Kisan
Mahapanchayat at Muzaffarnagar. Over 600
farmers are martyred during this 9 -month- old
historical farmers movement. All delegates
paid their respectful condolences by standing
silently for 2 minutes and a condolence
resolution was also passed. Dr. Ashish Mittal,
convenor of the organizing committee
proposed a resolution urging the delegates to
continue waging this farmers movement till all
3 black agriculture laws are repealed and a law
guaranteeing government purchase of entire
farm produce of the country is passed. This
proposal was passed by thundering applause.
Another proposal was to continue opposing BJP
leaders peacefully everywhere. Balbir Singh
Rajewal, Gurnam Singh Chadhuni, Dr. Darshan
Pal, Hannan Mollah, Jagjit Singh Dallewal,
Joginder Singh Ugrahan, Satyavan, Shiv Kumar
Kakka ji, Yudhvir Singh and Yogendra Yadav
addressed the delegates in this session. This
movement has, indeed, travelled a long
distance from the days when these farmers used
to distance themselves from farm labor, “Modi
government thinks we are workers” to now
when each one of them points out without
exception that there is a strong unity among all
sections of rural population in support of this
movement. Their utterances have grown into
more mature and are laced with growing
bitterness and anger against Modi government.
This is significant since this farming community
was the most formidable and resourceful
segment of society that helped Modi with all
means to assume power. All their hopes which
were rooted in euphoric jingoism stand
shattered very badly. Reality that Modi was
churning non sense before 2014 Lok Sabha
elections only to get opportunity to serve his
real masters, the corporates, being the most
dominating section of ruling class today, took
time to sink but now none of them is under any
confusion. Their eyes are wide opened. There
is no disagreement that Modi government is
sold out the Adani-Ambanis.

We can neither be scared nor blackmailed
A very interesting episode happened during
first session itself. It was only the third speaker
speaking from the beautifully decorated dais
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when a group of about 20-25 youth gathered
outside the delegate enclosure and marched
ahead towards dais, shouting slogans and
waiving yellow color flags. Nothing was
discernable exactly what they wanted but one
of the flags had picture of the dreaded terrorist
Bhindranwale. It was not difficult to know their
motive. Volunteers formed a human wall to stop
them from entering the enclosure and the
speaker, Jagjit Singh Dallewal stopped his
speech. Another speaker took over and began
to calm them down. The noticeable feature of
his body language was that he was not shouting
like them but was firm and unyielding. “Please
give in writing whatever is your problem. Your
views will be considered on merit. Only
acceptable demands will be accepted. We know
you want to disrupt this program. We ask you,
don’t do that. You will not be allowed to enter and
come on dais. Please remember, no one can
scare or blackmail us.” Message went across
unambiguously. They went back. A very ugly
scene was averted. The hall roared by clapping
on the maturity and wisdom of the farmer
leaders. Such is the level of their firmness and
unflinching commitment to their goal.
Government alleges that these farmers are
misinformed and misguided!! No one can dare
that. They are not those to whom a revenue
official or a feudal bully used to scare. They are
battle- hardened, well informed farmer leaders
who understand clearly, the real meaning and
consequences of the three agricultural laws this
government has introduced. Sooner this
government realize that the better.

SECOND SESSION – INDUSTRIAL WORKERS
If farmers walked two steps towards workers,
the workers have moved ten steps towards the
farmers. Barring the BMS, trade union
sponsored by RSS and a few negligible left
trade unions, all trade unions had their
representatives seated on the dais, rightfully.
Both farmers and industrial/ unorganized
workers have realized that none of them can
take
on
the
present
fascist
state,
singlehandedly. Modi government has robbed
workers of all their rights won by uncountable
sacrifices for hundreds of years by offering four
labor codes and the workers couldn’t build any
worthwhile nationwide protest movement and
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the farmers too realized that Modi government
has not bothered even to invite them for talks
since Jan 22, 2021, leave aside accepting their
demands. This historic unity of the two most
powerful segments of the working class which
is getting more and more cemented by each
passing day, could not have been materialized
so easily by any other method. Resolution to
fight unitedly for regaining 44 robbed labor
laws was passed by the deafeningly thundering
applause. It was like listening to a very sweet,
melodic music when trade union leaders of
even INTUC, AITUC & CITU talked of uprooting
capitalism by revolution. Gist of the speeches
can be put like this; its fortunate that the farmers
have realized that their demand to get
government guaranteed purchase of their
entire produce at MSP can’t be realized within
capitalist mode of production, this unity of
workers and farmers augurs really well for the
working class as a whole, neither farmers nor
workers
can
fight
Modi
government
successfully singlehandedly, the bloody course
of capitalism can neither be stalled nor
reversed, it can only be demolished. Program
of All India strike, BHARAT BANDH on Sep 27
(earlier date was Sep 25) and Kisan
Mahapanchayat at Muzaffarnagar on Sep 5 have
to be made glorious success unitedly by
farmers and workers.

who their real enemy is. They have to grapple
with their enemy to survive on daily basis.
Everything that they once possessed is drained
away by this exploitative system. They possess
only one commodity, that is their labor power.
They are forced to migrate from their villages to
industrial areas in cities and are now being
forced to take a reverse route. Sorrow, pain,
destitution are their all- time companions. All
the speakers had absolute clarity in their
approach. A woman tribal leader from Badwani
district of M.P. was speaking in her local dialect
but entire audience was getting the message
clearly by her body language and was clapping
at every sentence that she spoke. Comrade
Rajnish Bharati explained the course of fight that
this ruling class of the future, has to wage.
Organizing this class is vital for the cause of
liberation of entire working class and this
farmers movement is helping that thankfully.

Com. Ashu (IFTU-S) on stage presenting the
revolutionary song ‘Wo Subah Kabhi to Aaegi’

AUG 27, 2021; FOURTH SESSION –
STUDENTS, YOUTH & WOMEN

Team of ‘Yatharth’ and ‘IFTU (Sarwahara)’ at the Conv.

THIRD SESSION – RURAL WORKERS, POOR &
TRIBALS
There happened one full session on rural
proletariat and tribals itself. This in itself speaks
volumes of how far this historic movement has
travelled in the right direction on the
revolutionary path. This is the section of the
most revolutionary class that need not be told
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NEP 2020 is a recipe of disaster for the society
as a whole. It is whole sale commercialization
and privatization of the education sector which
is turned learning into an education market.
Government is facilitating this loot by the
corporates as the education is being made so
costly that even the middle class can’t afford.
Unemployment rate has reached a level when
every third person of the employable age is
without job. Government has shamelessly
stopped keeping even the statistics of the
unemployed. Atrocities in absolute terms and
the severity and barbarity of these atrocities
against women is on the rise. Many a times,
organizations associated with the ruling class
are taking out morchas to save rapists. Price
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rise is unprecedented. Half of the population is
not in a position to afford square meal a day.
Government itself acknowledged that 80 crore
poor people were fed free during pandemic. All
the speakers highlighted these burning issues.

FIFTH AND LAST SESSION – MISCELLANEOUS
Those who wish to put their views on any of the
burning issues but could not find opportunity
were asked to come and speak. Dr. Ashish
Mittal, Convenor of the organizing committee
then concluded the two- day session. He
enumerated the resolutions passed with
regards to agriculture laws, MSP guarantee law,
labor rights of workers to be restored
scrapping the four labor codes, unemployment
and all issues related to students, youth,
women, Dalits and tribals.
Convention ended by deafening roars of
slogans; Inquilab Zindabad, Workerspeasants unity long live, Red Salute to the
martyrs of farmers movement, Make All
India Strike on Sep 27 & Mahapanchayat on
Sep 5 at Muzaffarnagar, a grand Success.

and the law to guarantee purchase of entire
agricultural produce at MSP is introduced.
•

We strongly oppose repeated attacks on the
minority community and also squandering
valuable public sector assets and all natural
resources to the corporates.

•

Entire agricultural community is strongly
agitated at government’s sinister design to
offer warehousing and the vast agricultural
market to the corporates. These policies are
leading to rural pauperization of over half of
the population, rural stress and farmer’s
suicides.

•

All the national assets, PSUs like railways,
telecom, warehouses, banks, insurance etc
which are meant to provide employment,
social security and services to the poor and
needy and built by the tax collected from
entire population are being sold. We
strongly oppose the move.

•

All welfare schemes and subsidy meant to
the poor are being blatantly scrapped.
Scheme to provide essential food
commodities to the people below poverty
line are being withdrawn. Prices of diesel,
petrol, cooking gas, edible oil, medicine are
increased exorbitantly. Public health
services are in a pathetic condition. New
Education Policy is meant to deprive
education to the vast section of masses and
convert it into an education market and then
offer it to the corporate to mint money. There
is a dangerous attack on the rational thinking
of the people by way of introducing
Hindutva fascist policies in every field on
daily basis. Every aspect of the human life is
being monetized and corporates are being
given free hand to loot all the resources.
Farmers movement takes serious note of the
same and will resist all these anti-people
and pro-corporate policies, tooth and nail.

•

Toll Collection on every high way is a day
light robbery facilitated by the government.
It cannot be allowed to go on. Farmers
movement will continue fighting this loot to
ensure toll free travelling everywhere in
entire country.

SALIENT POINTS OF THE PRESS CONFERENCE
AFTER THE CONVENTION
•

Make all India strike, BHARAT BAND on
Monday, Sep 27th a grand success.

•

There will be a mammoth Kisan
Mahapanchayat at Muzaffarnagar on Sep 5.
Strategy to take this movement to all corners
of the country will be formulated over there.
Mission UP & Uttarakhand is to be taken in all
seriousness to ensure defeat of anti-people,
anti-farmer, fascist BJP government in the
upcoming assembly elections in UP and
Uttarakhand.

•

All India protest movement will be launched
to force Modi government to take back 4
labor codes and restore all 44 labor laws
repealed by it. Sep 23 will be observed as
Black Day.

•

Farmers movement is to be further
strengthened till the 3 black agriculture
laws, the law banning stubble burning and
imposing heavy penalty on farmers and the
electricity amendment law are cancelled
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READERS’ CORNER

PUSHING TO FURTHER PROLETARIANIZATION…
TARUN KANTI BOSE
Neo- liberal economic policies launched by the
India’s Central Government in 1990’s launched
the twin onslaughts of communalism and
‘economic reforms’ undoubtedly sharpened
and exacerbated the perceptions among the
marginalized communities like small farmers,
pastoralists, fishers and fish workers, adivasi,
dalits and minorities and their livelihoods,
lifestyles and identities are under further threat.
The present Central Government led by
Narendra Modi and BJP further accentuated the
crisis and changed how economic indicators
such as real GDP and unemployment are
calculated, they cannot hide the reality of the
working class - falling incomes, declining jobs,
little to no social support, increasing labour
rights violations, worsening environmental
conditions, regressive agricultural policies and
a general fear of life for India's most
marginalized sections and oppressed citizens.
Neoliberal capitalism in India has exacerbated
wealth inequality in several ways. It has
widened the income inequality. As the
proportion of income that is saved (for adding
to wealth) is greater for the upper-income
groups, a rise in income inequality increases
both the overall saving ratio in the economy as
well as the degree of concentration of wealth in
the hands of the few rich. As a rule, neo-liberal
policies have been slowly abolishing state
support for agricultural production and smallscale production and the Central Government
is pushing the big capitalists and multinational
corporations (MNCs) in it. By doing so, those
sectors are undermined, causing small or
marginal farmers to migrate to the cities in
search of work. Farmers are joining the army of
wage labourers in the cities. Similarly, these
policies remove all restrictions on the rate of
technological-cum-structural change. Thus,

13

labour productivity is raised rapidly, making
employment growth insufficient to absorb even
natural increases in the workforce, let alone the
distressed farmer migrants.
This creates slack in the labour market, which
keeps the wage-rate low even as labour
productivity increases. Since the ratio of wagerate to labour productivity is nothing else but
the share of wages, this share decreases, and
the share of those who live on the surplus (i.e.
non-wage income), typically the rich and the
professional classes, increases. A rise in
income, and hence wealth inequality is thus
embedded in the structure of neo-liberal
capitalism13.
However, quite apart from its effect on the
labour market, the out-migration of small
farmers and petty producers is typically
associated with a loss of assets by them. When
migrants leave for the city, they abandon their
houses or their land or are forced to sell them at
low prices. Moreover, their assets may be
expropriated simply to assist with infrastructure
projects (roads, dams, factories, etc.) that
involve real estate invariably. The result is a
greater concentration of wealth in the hands of
few.

ADIVASIS EMPLOYED IN SUGAR UNITS AND
FACTORIES, PUSHED BACK AND DUMPED
DURING COVID
In Chapter 1 ‘Khandesh adivasis further pushed
to impoverisation’ there is description about
how landless adivasis confronting financial
hardship living in the villages of Khandesh
region of Maharashtra are hired as cutters in
couples by sugar co-operative factories run in
Gujarat through an obscure but efficient
network of labour brokers or mukadams, who

https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2018/1/26/why-is-indias-wealth-inequality-growing-so-rapidly/
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thrive on seasonal distress. These mukadams
deployed by managing committees of the sugar
co-operative factories scout the interior of the
adivasi belt in the Khandesh region, which has
been developed as ‘labour catchment area14’
for them. A few thousand rupees, advanced in
the monsoon, allow the adivasi families to
subsist. This amount are paid back through
labour in the harvest season. Whole adivasi
families, adults and children, then get pulled
into the work. Every year when the monsoon
begins its retreat from the villages of Khandesh
and Marathwada belt up to half-a-million of its
rural poor, majority of them being adivasis and
dalits, begins a desperate migration for work
that ends in India's largest swathe of sugar
country. The annual migration is over 45 years
old and its routes are well established. The
employers more than 200 sugar cooperative
factories across the three-state swathe and
employees’ landless adivasis and dalits or
subsistence farmers are also constant but
sugarcane profits keep spiraling. The profits
grow even as the migrant adivasi or workers
remain impoverished.
These adivasi workers, who migrate from
Khandesh region working at over 100 different
sugarcane cooperatives situated in Gujarat and
Madhya Pradesh were pushed back to
Maharashtra during the national lockdown due
to pandemic outburst as the as owners of those
cooperative factories refused to take
responsibility. Most of these sugarcane cooperative factories were owned by the local
politicians. Most of the adivasi workers
returned back to their villages without
collecting their wages. They were not provided
food or even an allowance to travel back home.

PANDEMIC INTENSIFIES INEQUALITIES
In Chapter 2 ‘Maharashtra’s marginalized
communities still at the crossroads’ states that
the greatest man made humanitarian crisis
since independence the COVID-19 pandemic
played out across India, prevailing inequalities
got intensified due to government policies and

approaches during the arbitrarily declared,
unplanned lockdown. The curtain of invisibility
that hitherto concealed the existence of 10
crores of workers, termed migrant workers, has
been torn asunder through myriad images of
horrendous suffering15. This huge section of
India’s labour force or rather India’s life force,
majority of these workers are adivasis, who
have been stripped of their rights as equal
citizens of India. They are, along with all
sections of the working class and working
people whose basic rights are under attack, are
hostage in the war that the PM Modi-led Central
Government is waging to get out of the huge
crisis that the capitalist economy faces. The
package is a reflection of this class war. Millions
of men and women workers denied public
transport forced to walk hundreds of kilometers
is equally a reflection of this war. One aspect is
their common suffering and exploitation with all
other migrant workers. The second aspect is the
specific deprivations adivasis face as adivasis,
as forest dwellers or in villages in hilly areas,
which has the specific impact of the lockdown
and16 the so-called package on adivasi lives and
livelihood.
The migration of adivasi workers had already
started when the lockdown was suddenly
imposed. In Maharashtra, adivasis are
reporting that work has stopped the contractors
often snubbed by the principal employer, have
run away leaving the adivasis stranded. Adivasi
migrants, since they are not part of the so-called
mainstream cultures are even more vulnerable
to the general hostility towards the poor
displayed by State agencies particularly the
police17. During the lockdown, unable to get
assistance and despairing of any free travel
home, adivasi migrants from Maharashtra like
other migrants started the long and painful
march home often avoiding highways,
travelling through forests and side roads to
avoid the police. The Inter-State Migrant
Workers Act, 1979, the only law for migrant
workers, is on the way to being scrapped by the
Central Government led by Narendra Modi as
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https://ipanewspack.com/2020/05/adivasi-communities-are-worst-hit-by-lock-down/
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part of its agenda of labour reform. It is to be
merged with the labour code, which is an
instrument to destroy the hard won rights of the
working class. Although the 1979 law is quite
inadequate since it deals only with those
migrant workers in the contractor system and
excludes workers who migrate on their own, for
adivasi migrant workers employed through
contractors, its implementation would have
ensured payment as well as free travel back
home. In fact according to the law, the Central
Government is legally liable to ensure free
travel home since it is responsible for the
termination of the work emanating out of the
lockdown. Most adivasi habitats have so far
been free of the Corona virus. Adivasis are
particularly vulnerable to the virus if it is
introduced in adivasi areas due to acute
vulnerability
caused
by
malnutrition,
anaemia18.
Instead of tackling the grave situation emerging
out of pandemic in adivasi areas, the Central
Government- led by Modi used the lockdown to
further its pro-capitalist class agenda including
in spheres which directly dilute the
constitutional and legal rights of adivasis. It is
also in this period that the Supreme Court gave
its highly questionable judgment against
prevailing reservations in school teachers’
posts for only Adivasis in Fifth Schedule areas in
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. Many aspects
of the judgment will have a negative impact on
special constitutional provisions for adivasis
under the Fifth Schedule beyond the issue of
reservations19.
Adivasi migrant workers of Maharashtra were
worst-affected people as they along with Dalits
are the backbone of the large pool of migrant
workers who faced discrimination back in their
villages. Many of them moved to cities to
escape the deeply entrenched social
inequalities in rural areas but found their hopes
of a better life dashed when the virus struck20
their villages.

STATE-SPONSORED PLUNDER AND LOOT
PUSHES ADIVASIS TO FURTHER
PROLETARIZATION
In Chapter 4 ‘Chhattisgarh, a new state formed
to continue age old rulers’ tradition to grab
Adivasis land and continue repression’ it has
been delineated that in state there has been a
massive illegal loot of forest and mineral
resources21. It ranks second in the nation in
terms of total forest land diverted for mining
purposes – accounting for 15%. The brunt of this
diversion is being faced by the Adivasi
communities in the area. The Adivasis have
been agitating against displacement on an
unprecedented scale - for mining, setting up of
industries, dams, sanctuaries, four laning of
highways, the posh capital region, and even
army and air bases. Whether it be the spongeiron belt of Raipur, the cement belt between
Raipur and Bilaspur, the coal mines of Koriya,
bauxite mines of Sarguja, the power plants of
Korba and above all Jindal-land – Raigarh where the writ of the Jindal company ran
Raigarh, as they enjoy significant de facto
police and administrative powers, all these
areas have been witness to widespread
displacement, inadequate rehabilitation and
compensation, and devastation of the
environment particularly the clearing of
pristine forests, toxic air pollution, turning up
waters red with sludge and drying up of water
sources and dumping of ash.
The pace and extent of the land grab increased
vastly during the BJP rule, with not an inch of
largely Adivasi Jashpur left unaffected by
prospecting and mining licenses, 34 power
plants in the Janjgir district and 7 cement plants
in the Baloda Bazar district where units of
multinationals Holcim and Lafarge and of the
Birla group – Ultratech, Grasim and Century
were already there.
The Land Acquisition Act 2013 was brought
ostensibly because of the fierce countrywide
resistance of the peasantry and Adivasis against
land acquisition, far from addressing any of the
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serious legal issues, it appears that the Act
actually facilitated corporate land grab.
The Right to Fair Compensation and
Transparency
in
Land
Acquisition,
Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act 2013
provides for enhanced rates of compensation to
be given to those whose lands have been
acquired for developmental projects. However,
there has been an ongoing attempt at diluting
the same.

GAUTAM ADANI AND HASDEO ARAND PROJECT
IN CHHATTISGARH
Gautam Adani, the billionaire who trots the globe
with the Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been
approved of coal extraction in Hasdeo Arand, one
of the largest contiguous stretches of dense forest
in central India, covering about 170,000 hectares
(420,080 acres) of the state of Chhattisgarh22. It is
rich in biodiversity, contains many threatened
species and is home to elephants, leopards and
sloth bears. It is also home to the Gond adivasis as
the Hasdeo Arand sits on top of more than a billion
metric tons of coal reserves. Adivasis are fighting
a rear-guard action against the mining giant
Adani to protect their ancestral homelands and of
the India’s richest and most diverse regions. If the
coal mining starts then adivasis will lose
everything.
Gond Adivasis, who chop wood collected from
the forest outside Ghatbarra village, failed to see
the upside. Most of them are of the opinion that
Mining would bring us close to death. The Adani
project is going to devastate everything nature
has given us. One-time compensation for the land
is not enough – adivasis need much more than
money to survive. They need nature to be with
them.

PAUPERIZATION OF THE PASTORALISTS,
JOINING THE ARMY OF THE PROLETARIATS
In Chapter 6 ‘Pastoralists grazing rights
squeezed’ it indicates that presently pastoral
institutions face the increasing threat of mass
displacement from economic factors such as
agriculture, population growth, droughts and
herd displacements. Pastoralism appears to be
losing the battle as a way of life and a production

system. Pastoral activities are complex, and it’s
dependent on the delicate balance between
human population, livestock and natural
resources. Despite its reputation as one of the
most challenging and complex agricultural and
natural resource development tasks, pastoralists
who were once a powerful economic and political
community have been steadily marginalised by
non-recognition of its importance and dominance
of the sedentary approach to life and livelihoods
practiced since the time of the British.
However, many experts estimate that the 1.2
billion people in India are pastoralists, yet most
people know very little about them. Pastoralists
are quite evidently an invisible constituency and
that issues and interests are not reflected in
development policies or in the general
governance of this country. Due to increasing
commercial pressures on land, the impact of
globalization, and climate change, pastoralists'
situation is the same worldwide and deteriorating
rapidly. In India, pastoralists have no choice but
drastically reduce herd sizes, and many are
eventually pushed out of pastoralism. Pastoralists
who have lived in harmony with nature and
livestock for centuries always complain that they
can no longer decide how many livestock they
can keep.
The corporate interest in land has become
perhaps pastoralists’ greatest threat. Land
grabbing is a global phenomenon and little can
be done to stop the loot and plunder. The rush for
land to meet capitalist interests is targeting all
kinds of land, but it is much easier to grab
common land23. Often, these common lands do
not require any financial compensation to be
paid. Particularly when there is a weak
governance framework or none at all. There are
innumerable cases where pastoral lands are
taken without the free, prior, and informed
consent of the people who had been living on
those lands for generations. Pastoralist ways of
life are characterized by their ability to convert
marginal resources in dry and arid regions into
productive resources such as milk, meat, wool,
and manure using few, if any, inputs. Livestock
keeping is becoming increasingly unprofitable
for them. Pastoralists are left with few options as a
result. Pastoralism has been their entire lives for
most of them. Even though they are experts
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around animal husbandry, they also have
extensive knowledge
For most of them, their entire lives have been
dedicated to pastoralism. They often have little
formal education despite having a great deal of
knowledge about animal husbandry. Thus, they
have few skills that are relevant to other forms of
modern employment. When these pastoralists
stop keeping livestock, they join the army of wage
labourers.

FURTHER PAUPERISATION OF FISHERS AND
FISH WORKERS AS CORONAVIRUS ADDS TO
THEIR WOES
India's fish markets collapsed during two national
lockdowns, impoverishing hundreds of thousands
of small fishers. Recovery is not in sight. COVID19 and climate change are a myriad of other
issues. Lockdowns after first and second waves to
contain COVID-19 have impacted the livelihoods
of small fishers and fish workers. Fishing activities
were forced to cease in many areas due to two
lockdowns. There has been a severe disruptions
to the supply chain during two lockdowns.
Despite fishing, fishers were not able to sell the
fish in the market. Climate change and pollution
have seriously hurt inland and marine fishers
alike, with the lockdowns adding to their
hardship. The Central Marine Fisheries Research
Institute (CMFRI) estimates that marine fishers
alone produced 3.69 million metric tons in 2018.
The catch was already down over 6% from the
2012 catch of 3,94 million metric tons. Inland
fisheries do not have reliable estimates of their
production.
During the first lockdown abruptly announced by
PM Narendra Modi on March 24, 2020, caught
many fishers by surprise because they were at
sea at the time. The second lockdown deepened
the crisis of fishers and fish workers. Marine
Products Export Development Authority (MPEDA)
official mentioned that since the police cordoned
off the harbour, MPEDA couldn't get information
on how many boats came or what was caught.
Several exporters and processors are refused to
accept catches as their storage facilities were full
during two lockdowns.
Women fish vendors have been severely affected.
Women are unable to sell their fish because they
cannot ride a cycle like a male vendor, and there
is no public transportation.
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COVID-19 impacts fishers on top of more frequent
cyclones, sea water acidification, coral reef
irreparable damage, coastal erosion, rise of salt
water and warmer seawater impacting fish
habitats, all climate change impacts.
Rivers and lakes have been encroached upon in
West Bengal. Pollution has resulted in little or no
fish in these waters. Thousands of fishers and fish
workers are facing extinction due to climate
change impacts, pollution and COVID-19. Many
are looking for alternative livelihoods.

LABOUR CODES FOR PUSHING WORKING CLASS
TO DARKER DAYS
From April 1, 2021, the Central Government led
by Narendra Modi implemented labour codes
which would further accentuate the crisis and
pushing the working class to darker days. The
employment rules notified for the code on
occupational safety, health, and working
conditions say the daily working hours can be
stretched up to twelve hours. New machines,
developing production processes, developing
new skills, and corporates feeding new levels in
the evolution of finance capital are bringing back
the dark days for the Indian working class.
The shedding of rights, the criminalization of
those who challenge attacks on democratic
traditions and therefore the diminution of
everything sacred are the beginning of this
backsliding. On April 1, 2021 the dark days of 134
years ago was brought back, nullifying the gains
the working class have made after struggling for
decades. Their working hours were stretched up
to more than twelve hours, jobs were rare and
irregular, taxes were high, and their earnings
were paltry.
Workers assembled at the Haymarket Square in
Chicago on May 1, 1886 and took out a rally for
eight-hour work day, where police fired and 11
workers became martyrs. Martyrs lives did not go
in vain, and eventually the eight-hour work day
became universal. Over the years, workers have
been observing May 1st as International Workers
Day all over the world. In 1890, the Second
International established a regular day to
commemorate the workers' victory.
On April 1, 2021 the work days were stretched to
twelve hours. Parliament has been used to
enforce the labour codes on workers. Labour
codes supersedes 13 existing rules of central
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labour law. BJP-rules states of Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat has already
implemented and extended working hours to
twelve in an effort to recoup the losses incurred
during two pandemic-induced lockdowns. State
Governments argued that the measure was
needed to boost output amid a shortage of labour.
Pandemic had given ploy to squeeze further
rights of the working class. In reality, the work
force is restricted because it has been kept down
in order to preserve wages and also to maintain a
surplus of workers waiting to be hired on an
unconditional basis.
The four labour codes are in opposition to the
existing labour laws, which had protected the
rights of workers all along, and soon it would be
replaced.
However, the Modi Government has declared a
virtual war on the working class of the country.
The state governments of UP, MP and Gujarat, all
led by BJPs, have already destroyed or rendered
totally ineffective state labour laws, with the
blessings of Central Government. Uttarakhand,
Haryana, Assam, Goa, Himachal Pradesh, Odisha,

Rajasthan, and Punjab have increased working
hours to 12 hours a day, some with overtime
wages and some without, and for three months24
or three years as in other states. The Central
Government has cunningly chose the critical
period of pandemic outburst to push through all
its anti-people measures under the garb of
COVID-19. Normally, such measures would have
been met with a massive backlash from workers,
but now that the lockdown and the Epidemics and
Disaster Management act are in effect, workers
are handicapped to respond to the government's
systematic attack on labour laws. India's selfsufficiency cannot be achieved by just relying on
foreign capital or by removing labour laws to
attract foreign investment. . . Self-reliance for
Modi is only a rhetoric, rather than a belief in the
ability of the country to provide for itself. It is
nothing but a mockery to talk about self-reliance
while forcing workers and the toiling masses into
slavery and bondage, and making India
subservient to global capital and imperialist
powers.
[Note: This essay is the 9th Chapter of a complete
book/journal.]

COMMEMORATING 157TH FOUNDATION DAY OF

FIRST INTERNATIONAL
(INTERNATIONAL WORKINGMEN’S ASSOCIATION)
28TH SEPTEMBER 1864 - 1876

Delegates at the founding meeting of the First International in Saint Martin’s Hall, London.
24
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

THE PATH WHICH LED ME TO LENINISM
HO CHI MINH
This piece was first Published in the Soviet review Problems of the East on the occasion
of the 90th anniversary of V.I. Lenin’s birthday, April 1960.
Source: Selected Works of Ho Chi Minh, Vol. 4 | marxists.org
After World War I, I made my living in Paris,
now as a retoucher at a photographer’s, now
as painter of “Chinese antiquities” (made in
France!). I would distribute leaflets
denouncing the crimes committed by the
French colonialists in Viet Nam.

the use of arguing then? As for the First
International, what had become of it?

At that time, I supported the October
Revolution only instinctively, not yet grasping
all its historic importance. I loved and
admired Lenin because he was a great patriot
who liberated his compatriots; until then, I
had read none of his books.

I raised this question - the most important in
my opinion - in a meeting. Some comrades
answered: It is the Third, not the Second
International. And a comrade gave me Lenin’s
“Thesis on the national and colonial
questions” published by l'Humanite to read.

The reason for my joining the French Socialist
Party was that these “ladies and gentlemen” as I called my comrades at that moment - has
shown their sympathy towards me, towards
the struggle of the oppressed peoples. But I
understood neither what was a party, a tradeunion, nor what was socialism nor
communism.

There were political terms difficult to
understand in this thesis. But by dint of
reading it again and again, finally I could
grasp the main part of it. What emotion,
enthusiasm,
clear-sightedness
and
confidence it instilled into me! I was

What I wanted most to know - and this
precisely was not debated in the meetings was: which International sides with the
peoples of colonial countries?

Heated discussions were then taking
place in the branches of the Socialist
Party, about the question whether the
Socialist Party should remain in the
Second International, should a
Second and a half International be
founded or should the Socialist Party
join Lenin’s Third International? I
attended the meetings regularly,
twice or thrice a week and attentively
listened to the discussion. First, I
could not understand thoroughly.
Why were the discussions so heated?
Either with the Second, Second and a
half or Third International, the
revolution could be waged. What was
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overjoyed to tears. Though sitting alone in my
room, I shouted out aloud as if addressing
large crowds: “Dear martyrs compatriots!
This is what we need, this is the path to our
liberation!”
After then, I had entire confidence in Lenin, in
the Third International.
Formerly, during the meetings of the Party
branch, I only listened to the discussion; I had
a vague belief that all were logical, and could
not differentiate as to who were right and who
were wrong. But from then on, I also plunged
into the debates and discussed with fervour.
Though I was still lacking French words to
express all my thoughts, I smashed the
allegations attacking Lenin and the Third
International with no less vigour. My only
argument was: “If you do not condemn
colonialism, if you do not side with the
colonial people, what kind of revolution are
you waging?”

HO CHI MINH
52ND DEATH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE VIETNAMESE
REVOLUTIONARY AND
FORMER PRESIDENT

Not only did I take part in the meetings of my
own Party branch, but I also went to other
Party branches to lay down “my position”.
Now I must tell again that Comrades Marcel
Cachin, Vaillant Couturier, Monmousseau
and many others helped me to broaden my
knowledge. Finally, at the Tours Congress, I
voted with them for our joining the Third
International.
At first, patriotism, not yet communism, led
me to have confidence in Lenin, in the Third
International. Step by step, along the
struggle, by studying Marxism-Leninism
parallel with participation in practical
activities, I gradually came upon the fact that
only socialism and communism can liberate
the oppressed nations and the working
people throughout the world from slavery.
There is a legend, in our country as well as in
China, on the miraculous “Book of the Wise”.
When facing great difficulties, one opens it
and finds a way out. Leninism is not only a
miraculous “book of the wise”, a compass for
us Vietnamese revolutionaries and people: it
is also the radiant sun illuminating our path to
final victory, to socialism and communism.
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19th May 1890 – 2nd Sep 1969
Ho Chi Minh was the founder of the
Communist Party of Vietnam who
led the liberation of Vietnam, first
from France in 1954 and then the
USA. Unfortunately, he died shortly
before the end of the US-Vietnam
War and didn’t live to see the victory
of Vietnam over US.
“In a war, to win a victory or suffer a
defeat are common things. The essential
is that we must win final victory.” (1950)

84

FROM THE ARCHIVES

'HOW WOULD JATIN BREATHE?'
A REVOLUTIONARY'S ACCOUNT OF THE TORTURE
FACED BY ANOTHER
PREMDATTA VERMA
Dr. Premdatta Verma was convicted in the Lahore conspiracy case and tortured severely in jail, in preIndependence India. He passed away in 2011. The below tribute to his fellow prisoner Jatindranath Das
appeared on the Panjab University’s Weekly Bulletin, on September 19, 1964.
Source: The Wire, 13 Sep 2021
Premdatta Verma was the youngest member
convicted to five years imprisonment in Lahore
conspiracy case.
In court proceedings when approver turned
prosecution witness Jai Gopal teased the
revolutionaries, Premdatta could not control himself
and threw a chappal at Jai Gopal. For this act, the
revolutionaries faced much torture in jail and inside
the court room too. Although a formal apology was
given by the revolutionaries, the tortures did not end.
Like many other revolutionary comrades of Bhagat
Singh who survived, Premdatta too went into oblivion
and away from the public eye. When Premdatta’s son,
Pramod Datta, contacted me, I came to know that
Premdatta Verma was alive till September 19, 2011.
He had lived to a 100.
After Independence, Premdatta had joined as lecturer
in the history department of the Panjab University at
Chandigarh. Despite my best efforts, I was not able to
get any details of his time there from the university,
except that a tribute to his co-prisoner Jatindranath
Das was found in a university bulletin, in the
September 19, 1964 issue.
On the anniversary of Jatindranath Das’s martyrdom –
he died on September 13, 1929 – his co-prisoner and
revolutionary’s eye-witness account on the Panjab
University’s weekly bulletin is as relevant as it always
was.
– Chaman Lal, editor of The Bhagat Singh Reader,
and honorary advisor to the Bhagat Singh Archives
at New Delhi.
§
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18 revolutionary under-trials under the leadership
of Jatindranath Das went on a prolonged hunger
strike in protest against the horrible conditions in
the British jails. They demanded that they be treated
not as criminals but as political prisoners. The entire
nation rallied behind the hunger strikers.
In the jail, the force-feeding gang came twice a day,
armed with doctors, hefty jail warders, rubber
tubes, funnels and jugs of milk. Seven persons held
Jatin down, four for the two legs, one each for the
arms, and one to hold the head in position. When
Jatin was held flat on the bed, a tube was thrust
through his nostrils down through the food pipe.
Milk was poured through a funnel.
However, Jatin knew a trick whereby as soon as the
tube through the nostrils reached the throat, a little
coughing would divert it to the mouth. When the
milk was poured, it came out through the open
mouth. The doctor came next with 3 tubes – two for
the nostrils and one for the mouth. The nostrils were
blocked, the mouth was blocked and the milk was
poured.
The doctor had forgotten one thing. How would Jatin
breathe. There was a slight coughing, the wind pipe
was blocked and lungs went up in revolt. Jatin’s face
turned red and he had violent convulsions. The
tubes were hurriedly withdrawn. But it was too late.
Jatin Das was on the way to his death. Jatin’s blood
showed symptoms of poisoning. The burnt body fats
were inviting death. The end came on 13th
September, 1929 at around 4 pm. He had been
without a drop of nutrition for 40 days, and on
hunger strike for 51 days.
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The news of his death spread like wild-fire in the
city. The jail officers carried the bier to the outer
gate and handed it over to the assembled masses to
whom Jatin belonged. A train carried his body on a
1600 mile journey from Lahore to Calcutta.
Thousands came to pay him homage at every station
passed by the train. The compartment was strewn
with flowers and fruits. At Calcutta, a two-mile-long
procession of more than 600,000 people
accompanied the valiant son of Bengal to the
cremation ground. The nation’s soul will never let
such martyrs die.

JATIN DAS
92ND MARTYRDOM DAY OF
INDIAN FREEDOM
STRUGGLE’S
REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVIST

27TH OCT 1904 – 13TH SEP 1929
The Lahore conspiracy case poster on the Daily
Milap. Both Premdatta Verma and Jatindranath Das
can be seen in it. Photo: Chaman Lal

Born in Kolkata, Jatindra Nath Das
was a member of the Anushilan
Samiti who later became a comradein-arms of Bhagat Singh. He was also
one among those jailed in the Lahore
Conspiracy Case in Lahore Jail,
where all his comrades launched a
hunger strike on 13th July 1929 for
rights of Indian political prisoners.
Das was martyred on 63rd day of this
hunger strike.

The news of Jatin Das’s death on The Tribune.
Photo: Chaman Lal

THE TRUTH | Year 2 | Issue 5 | September 2021

86

ACTIVITIES

SARWAHARA EKTA MANCH, RAJASTHAN
ORGANIZES SEMINAR; FORMS STATE COMMITTEE
PYARELAL ‘SHAKUN’
Sarwahara Ekta Manch, Rajasthan successfully organized a seminar on the topic
‘Liberation of the working class and our main tasks’ and completed the formation
process of its Coordination Committee in Jaipur on 18-19th Sep 2021.
Friends, on 18th and 19th
September,
a
seminar
was
organized on behalf of the
Sarwahara Ekta Manch, Rajasthan at
Vinoba Gyan Mandir, Jaipur on the
aforementioned topic in which
political activists and intellectuals
from Delhi, Haryana, Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, Kerala, and different
regions of Rajasthan participated.
The main speakers in this event
were Mukesh Aseem and Ajay
Sinha, editors of monthly magazine
‘Yatharth’, who told through a lengthy discussion
that the main reason behind exploitation of the
working class is the capitalist system, and that its
emancipation is not possible unless the capitalist
system is overthrown and replaced by a socialist
system under dictatorship of the proletariat. And
for this, a communist party based on the
principles of Marxism-Leninism must be formed.
Today, it has been 75 years since the country got
independence, but the dream of the revolutionary
freedom fighters who sacrificed their lives in the
country’s Freedom Struggle has not been fulfilled
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yet. The main reason behind this is that the
Capitalist and Manuwaadi forces hold state power
in this country. The state machinery through
police, administration, court or departments of
the government does no justice to the people.
This machinery in fact works for suppression of
the working class. Governments change after
every five years, but the fate of the working class
does not change, its condition just keeps getting
worse and worse. The have-nots neither get
education nor healthcare, the worker does not get
enough wages to even make ends meet, NREGA
scheme which guarantees 100 days of rural
employment gave wages of merely
12 days last year. Public sector is
virtually being handed over to
corporates through privatization. 3
Farm Laws have also been brought
in to snatch farmers’ lands in name
of contract farming. Government
has turned a deaf ear to the
legitimate demands of farmers.
Hundreds of farmers have been
martyred in the last nine months but
the government is not even ready
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to talk to them. The character of the government
is that of a fascist dictatorship. Therefore, the only
option left is the path of struggle.
The speakers also deliberated that India's
Communist Movement has now completed 100
years but it has so far failed to bring about a
proletarian revolution. The main reason for this is
the revisionist policies of the communist parties.
The state machinery works for the interests of the
capitalist class and as a tool for suppression of the
working class. Therefore, there is a need for unity
of the working class for class struggle. With this
aim, a Coordination Committee of Sarwahara Ekta
Manch, Rajasthan has been formed, comprising:
1) Com. Pyarelal 'Shakun' – Convener
2) Com. Basant Hariyana – Co-convener
3) Com. Mahtaram Kala – Co-convener; and
District Convener, Jaipur
4) Com. Bajrang Lal – Co-convener; and District
Convener, Jhunjhunu
5) Com. Firoz Khan – Co-Convener; and District
Convener, Kota
6) Com. Laxmi Narayan – District Convener,
Bharatpur

‘DEFEAT BJP – SAVE
DEMOCRACY’ FRONT FORMED
FOR UP-UK ELECTIONS
With the aim of defeating BJP in the upcoming
Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand Assembly
Elections 2022, in order to save India’s
democracy from the threat the fascist party poses
on it, various revolutionary and democratic
political organisations organized a convention in
Lucknow, UP on 17th August 2021 and formed the
‘Defeat BJP – Save Democracy’ Front. With this
aim, the Front is taking up campaign among the
masses on ground and on social media.

State Coordination Committee Members:
7) Com. Mahesh Chaumal Pilani – District CoConvener, Jhunjhunu
8) Com. Phool Chand Budania
9) Com. Jaisingh Rajoria – Member, Jaipur
10) Com. Rajesh Nandan – Member, Jaipur
11) Com. Phool Chand Gudhagorji – Member,
Jhunjhunu
12) Com. UL Verma – Member, Jaipur
13) Com. Ram Prakash Yadav – Member, Jaipur
Many other activists expressed their views in the
seminar viz. Com. Rakesh Bhadauria (Delhi),
Com. Satya Veer Singh (Haryana), Arjun Detha
(Janta Dal (Secular)), Basant Hariyana (socialist
activist). Sawai Singh (State President, Samagra
Seva Sangh) also spoke and said a notable point
that instead of fighting daily for separate
demands, we must fight for systemic change. He
also expressed support for Sarwahara Ekta
Manch’s ideology. Com. Dr. Prasad, National
Convener of Proletarian Unity Forum, also
presented his views wishing success to Sarwahara
Ekta Manch, Rajasthan. The seminar was
conducted by Com. Pyarelal 'Shakun'. The
Seminar was finally concluded on the second day
after observing 2-minute silence the great
departed poet Ish Madhu Talwar.
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ACTIVITIES

HUNDREDS OF WORKERS TAKE TO THE STREETS OF KARACHI
AGAINST RISING ATTACKS ON WORKING CLASS IN PAKISTAN
On 28 August a huge protest rally of more than a thousand factory workers from Korangi and Landhi industrial
areas of Karachi was held under the banner of the Workers' Solidarity Committee. The main demands of the rally
were the implementation of a Rs. 25,000 per month minimum wage, as announced by the Sindh Government, the
elimination of contractual labour, and the implementation of industrial safety laws. More than this, however, the
rally of the Workers’ Solidarity Committee – formed by a liaison between the Red Workers Front (RWF) and
various active trade unions in the industrial areas – has as its long-term goal the forging of class unity among
workers to further the struggle against capitalism.
The plight of the industrial workers in Pakistan, which forms the background to this outstanding display of
courage and class unity, is well known to everybody. But in the past one and a half years, the capitalists have
taken full advantage of the Covid-19 pandemic to escalate their onslaught on the workers, leading to severe
exploitation and deprivation. Almost the entire workforce of these prison-like industrial areas is hired on daily
wages through short-term labour contractors. Very few workers remain with permanent employment. Forced
retrenchments have become a daily routine. Pakistan’s labour laws heavily favour factory owners, yet even these
few lame laws and regulations are left unimplemented. Workers are left reeling under an oppressive regime of
contracted labour and outsourcing. Meanwhile, ‘labour NGOs’ and yellow unions have mushroomed, acting as a
brake on the development of the labour movement. The combined effect of all these factors has been to breed an
atmosphere of apathy and alienation among the workers.
Throughout the rally, workers repeatedly chanted radical slogans against capitalism and the bosses, vowing to
carry out a collective struggle against any injustice inflicted upon them.
Source: In Defence of Marxism (Sep 1, 2021)
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MONTH-LONG CAMPAIGN AGAINST LABOUR CODES IN W. BENGAL
With the demand of repeal of all 4 labour codes, 12 trade unions and workers’ organisations jointly carried out
a ground campaign in the whole of West Bengal, from 10th August to 10th September 2021.
The demands put forward were – 1) Repeal anti-people labour codes. Stop the process of framing of Codes’ Rules in
states. State Government must declare non-implementation of the Codes; 2) Stop privatization of public sector; 3)
Declare retrenchment as illegal; 4) Stop attacks on right to strike. Repeal oppressive laws like EDSA to break strikes;
5) Stop conditional appointments. Maintain job security. End contract system; 6) Provide wages of lockdown period.
Govt must take responsibility of distributing fund and ration to working-class families; 7) Ensure all appropriate rights
to unorganized sector workers; 8) Stop devastation of workers and toilers in name of development; 9) Repeal antipeople farm laws; 10) Make successful the month-long campaign for repeal of anti-worker labour laws.
Participating Orgs: AWBSRU, ECL TSAU, IFTU, IFTU (Sarwahara), JMMM, LJMU (Samanvay Samiti), NTUI, SSU
(Kanauria), SWCC, TUCI, Workers Initiative (SSC)
Asansol

Kolkata

Pandaveswar

Raniganj
Behala

Duragpur
Howrah
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ON ONE YEAR OF ENACTMENT OF LABOUR CODES,
23 SEP OBSERVED AS COUNTRYWIDE BLACK DAY
RD

The call to observe 23rd September as Black Day was given by ‘Mazdoor Adhikar Sangharsh Abhiyan’
(MASA), a platform of 15 revolutionary workers’ orgs and trade union federations across India, on the
completion of one year of enactment of the labour codes on 23rd Sep 2020. Protest demonstrations
were held throughout the country by working-class forces.
MASA Constituents: All India Workers Council / Grameen Mazdoor Union, Bihar / Indian Centre of Trade
Unions (ICTU) / Indian Federation of Trade Unions (IFTU) / IFTU Sarwahara / Inqlabi Mazdoor Kendra (IMK) /
IMK, Punjab / Jan Sangharsh Manch Haryana / Karnataka Shramika Shakthi / Mazdoor Sahyog Kendra (MSK),
Gurgaon-Bawal / MSK, Uttarakhand / Mazdoor Samanvay Kendra / Socialist Workers Centre, Tamil Nadu /
Struggling Workers Coordination Committee (SWCC), West Bengal / Trade Union Centre of India (TUCI)
Ghazipur Border

Patna, Bihar

Mayapuri, Delhi
Rudrapur, UK

Rohtas, Bihar
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Faridabad, Delhi NCR

Gohana, Haryana

Hyderabad, Telangana

Mau, UP

Jaipur, Rajasthan

Bhubaneswar, Odisha
Gurugram, Delhi NCR
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