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EDITORIAL
CAPITALISM,

NOT COVID, THE REAL PANDEMIC

Centre as well as State governments have severely
restricted and rationed the Covid testing in India, to
the extent that even many of the doctors, nurses and
paramedical staff working in Covid care are not
being allowed to get themselves tested in their own
hospitals despite exhibiting visible symptoms of
infection. All this to report lower number of infected
patients to prove success of the government strategy
of a complete lockdown enforced by brutal police
power and resulting in huge distress, hunger,
diseases and death for crores of working class people
especially the migrant workers and their families
living in cramped rented accommodation in
industrial areas, who were forced to resort to even
walking with their children thousands of kilometers
in summer heat in search of shelters and food in the
very villages which they had left behind earlier
because of acute poverty and exploitation. However,
despite all attempts to hide the extent of pandemic
even the government declared numbers have now
reached nearly 6 lakhs infections and 20 thousand
deaths, though most public health experts and
epidemiologists think these are highly under
reported numbers. Still India is expected to move
ahead of Russia in a few days to become 3rd in world
in number of people becoming sick from Corona
infection.

PUBLIC HEALTHCARE COLLAPSES – PRIVATE
ROBS DEAD & SICK
This is resulting in complete collapse of a highly
underfunded and neglected public health care system
and super profits driven hospital businesses cum
robbery operations run by private sector capitalists.
In the last few weeks we have all heard and seen so
many horror stories about patients dying in
ambulances or even on roads and hospital gates
without getting any treatment while running from
one choc-a-bloc hospital to another all over cities
with no beds available anywhere. On the other hand
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private hospitals have been demanding advances of
up to 5-6 lakh rupees just to get a bed with daily
expenses in the range of 30 thousand for plain
general ward beds to more than a lakh rupees per day
for ventilator support, though all these private
hospitals have been built on public land given almost
free and many more financial and tax concessions
from public budgets and all of them committed free
or concessional treatment for needy. But the crisis
now reached such proportions that, what to say of
poor working class people, even many well to do
upper class people found themselves crying hoarse
as they found their ‘health insurance’ insufficient
and unable to provide them required healthcare in
time of need, though this was the very selfish class
which had been the core supporters of the demolition
of the concept of universal public healthcare and
education for all in favour of the ‘quality’ private
healthcare and education businesses catering only to
the rich and wealthy.
Even worse is the misery of the people in need of
usual regular healthcare support like pregnant
women due for childbirth, kidney patients needing
regular dialysis, TB patients requiring regular care,
cancer patients due for their surgeries and other
therapies, etc. On the one hand many have been
deprived of the required care as many hospitals have
simply been closed down or not conducting
Outpatient procedures. On the other hand, private
hospitals demanding Covid test costing Rs 4500/for every single visit and charging astronomical
amounts in the name of using Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE) by doctors and other staff, while
the same hospitals have been reported as making
huge cuts in salary of their workers with the excuse
of lower profits because of Covid. Large number of
unreckoned tragic deaths have occurred for this
reason of not getting medical care in time, like the
case of Delhi women who, in labour pain, was turned
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away from 9 hospitals resulting in the death of both
mother and child.
In a capitalist system chasing super profits, every
calamity becomes opportunity to commit robbery in
the name of profitability. Covid pandemic
demonstrates same tendency. Pricing of the Covid
testing in India is a glaring example. RT-PCR test
being done for this is nothing new being an
established technology and already used in
biological research and testing for other viral
diseases like HIV. Hence, machines were already
available, and reagents are in regular supply.
Existing cost is in the range Rs 500-600 without
profits. However, in present case of mass use the cost
is bound to further reduce because of law of scales
of economy. Hence, in pandemic situation
government could have brought down the per test
cost to around Rs.400/- and conducted mass scale
testing as a strategy to contain Covid. However,
government consulted private industrialists like
Kiran Majumdar-Shaw of Biocon and Sangitha
Reddy of Apollo Hospitals and more such health
robbers. On their recommendation the price was
fixed at Rs 4500/- per test to allow large scale
profits to private capital. After lot of hue and cry
in last 2 months now it has been reduced to Rs
2400/- by some states, which is astronomical even
now. Similar is the case of ventilators where we
are seeing simple mechanized ambu-bags being
passed off as ventilators and several times the
usual price of ventilators being paid by
government hospitals for these.

While we have already mentioned the
astronomical hospital rates, the launch of new
‘medicines’ for Covid is another example of the
same. First the government Ayush ministry itself
declared Homeopathy ‘medicine’ Arsenica-30 as
an immunity booster to prevent Covid and huge
sales of this unknown ‘medicine’ at high prices
took place. Then HCQ was declared an effective
prophylactic (preventive) despite known serious
side effects. As a result, lot of gullible people
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purchased it like anything, to the extent that it was
not even available in the market with much
suffering for the really critical patients who
actually need this medicine. The sales increased to
such an extent that the pharma companies
manufacturing this drug had to ramp up their
production. Then Glenmark, Hetero Pharma and
Cipla were given emergency licenses without any
trials for Remdesivir and Favipiravir. These
companies are now selling it at sky high prices
though these drugs, no longer under patent, are
generic. While an American researcher Andrew
Hill had shown long back that Remdesivir should
not cost more than a Dollar a day, Indian
companies Hetero Pharma and Cipla are now
selling it at around Rs 5000/- a vial which when
administered in a private hospital might cost the
patient even Rs 20000/-. Glenmark is also selling
generic Favipiravir at Rs 3500/- per strip. Latest is
Lala Ramdev who didn’t even need a sham license
to launch his wonder drug with support of all TV
channels in a massive fraud committed on people.

IS LOCKDOWN CORRECT STRATEGY?
The same government, which in March imposed a
lockdown considered to be the most stringent and
brutally enforced in the world despite low number
of infections reported, has now lifted most
restrictions while the infections are spreading
exponentially as the capitalist class found that they
could not generate any profits as the profits come
only from surplus value appropriated from
workers and no surplus value could be
appropriated if no value was being generated by
workers driven away from their jobs in industry
shuttered up in lock down. Hence the industrialists
now vociferously demanded the unlocking.
Besides, the same simpleton and naïve middle
class ‘bhakts’ who initially applauded when,
instead of deploying the strategy suggested by
medical science, extensive screening and testing
with quarantining and isolation of infected in
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massive public healthcare facilities to be urgently
created for this purpose, complete and forced
lockdown was imposed by the central government
as the primary method to deal with Covid-19
pandemic, now demanded to be unlocked as they
found their jobs to be in danger of layoffs in a
locked down economy. Those participating in the
then comic applause and beating of pots and pans
imagining themselves to be safe, behind the high
walls of their gated colonies and apartment
‘societies’, from the danger of Corona infection
that will now feed only on the working-class
multitudes in the filthy congested urban slums,
now found that capitalist class would not deprive
only the ‘filthy’ workers of their wages but also
start retrenching or reducing salaries of the middle
class managers. Hence, they have now become
fanatics for unlocking.
But why did the lockdown fail to contain the
pandemic? Was lockdown the wrong approach to
fight pandemic? No, lockdown and physical
distancing along with extensive testing and
hospitalisation/isolation of infected is the only
logical and correct strategy from medical science
point of view for containing the fast spreading
Corona Virus infection in a scenario where neither
a vaccine is available for prevention nor a tested
and proved medicine for effective cure, as the
breaking of chain of infections remains the only
effective mechanism for containing the disease.
Hence there is nothing wrong, in itself, with the
strategy of lockdown in case of such pandemics
when millions of lives are at stake. However, even
the logical and scientifically proven measures
cannot be implemented without considering the
socio-economic structure in place in any society.
Lockdown can only be effectively implemented in
a just and humane society that is, a planned
socialised production-based economy of the
socialist system where production and distribution
can be effectively aligned to fulfil collective social
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needs of the populace. In such a society, where
economy and production are not driven by
maximising profits for private property owners all
means and resources of the society can be
mobilised in a planned manner for the immediate
needs of all members of the society. Buffer food
stocks in reserve can be made available to the
workers even though the factories are closed.
Milk, vegetables and fruits will not be thrown
away by the growers not being able to sell these
but can be supplied to all. Healthcare can be
available even though cars or TVs are not being
produced, rather car and other such factories can
be quickly repurposed to manufacture ventilators
and oxygen cylinders, because that equipment is
the primary requirement of society at that moment.
Child and elderly care can be managed in such a
way that elder people and children can be kept as
much away from the danger of getting infected as
practically and technically possible. All such
things can be done in a socialist society as
everything is socially owned and production is
organised to fulfil collective social needs of the
whole society. In such a just and humane social
system lockdown can be effectively implemented
if suggested by the epidemiologists, public health
experts and medical practitioners to be the best
option to deal with the pandemic and there will be
no need to use brutal force to do that as society will
do it voluntarily as such a society does not alienate
people from social needs and tasks.

WHY LOCKDOWN CAN’T WORK IN CAPITALISM?
But lockdown is bound to fail in a class divided
unjust capitalist socio-economic system where
anarchy in production driven by lust of the private
property owner capitalists’ profits rules the roost
instead of the planned socialised production based
economy of the socialist system where production
and distribution can be effectively aligned to fulfil
collective social needs of the populace. In
capitalism, production does not take place because
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products are needed by society. Production takes
place because owner capitalist can sell these and
get profit. Hence, if something cannot be sold,
though there are many in need of it, it will not be
produced. The workers will be laid off and driven
away forcibly. The workers are paid the minimum
required so that they can live and sell their labour
power to capitalists who get all the surplus
generated beyond this minimum paid to workers.
This becomes the profit of the whole capitalist
class. If the profit cannot be generated production
will stop and workers will not be paid. However,
since the workers only gets the minimum to live
and sell their labour power, they never have any
‘saving’ to use if they are unemployed, so they are
bound to starve with their families. Hence a
lockdown was bound to cause starvation and
homelessness as rent could not be paid for their
cramped dwellings.
We live in a system where Food Corporation of
India has stocks of 10.40 crore tonnes of food
grains as on June 1 as the new harvest has come in
over and above the old stocks of more than 7 crore
tonnes. Much of this is going to rot in coming rains
as there is no proper covered storage for this. But
in capitalist system it can be allowed to be wasted
but cannot be distributed to unemployed workers
going hungry in both urban and rural areas. We
live in a system where dairy owners are spilling
thousands and thousands of litres of milk and farm
growers throw or plough over ripe fruits and
vegetables while children go hungry without milk
and crores are forced to eat bare rotis with water
not able to afford vegetables, fruits, pulses or just
plain potato. All this because motive force of
production is profit and not fulfilment of social
human needs. We live in a system where lakhs and
lakhs of houses and apartments are vacant in all
cities while poor workers had to lie down to sleep
on roadside as having been thrown out of
employment they couldn’t pay rent. We live in a
system driven by profit so that on the one hand
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beds remain unoccupied in hospitals, on the other
poor people die on the roads and footpaths outside
these very hospitals. We live in so perverted and
convoluted a system where majority of the people
are unable to afford simple eatables and demand
for these has gone down while there is ample
production and supply. Still the prices are going
up! We live in a system where transport demand
has reduced because of lockdown and
international prices for crude have gone down
sharply but prices for petroleum products are being
raised every day by government further
appreciating the cost of living for common people.
Hence, it is not Covid or lockdown per se but the
exploitative capitalist system which has failed to
effectively deal with the pandemic and caused
humongous but completely avoidable misery of
hunger, sickness and deaths in the life of a billion
people. It is capitalism and not Covid which has
caused the real crisis. Covid will go in time but till
capitalism remains it will continue to beget many
more such crises and immense suffering in the life
of working people. Hence it is capitalism which is
the most dangerous disease for humanity and
needs to be wiped off the face of earth for all other
crises and diseases to be mitigated.
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TONNES OF GRAINS ROT WHILE MASSES STARVE
While poor working-class people face starvation, especially due to the current lockdown, India
is down to the 103rd spot in Global Hunger Index (which is even lower than Nepal, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh and Pakistan), and crores of children suffer from malnutrition and stunted growth,
the Food Corporation of India (FCI) is hoarding 10.40 crore tonnes of wheat, rice and paddy
as on 1st June 2020.
Much of it lies in open, destined to rot in the sun and rain and to be stolen by both biped and
quadruped rats. But the capitalist system does not allow it to be distributed to poor hungry
people, what to say free, even on discounted price. Result is that prices of food items are going
up, even though high yield and huge stocks ensure no dearth of supply.

CRORES LIE IDLE IN WORKERS CESS FUND
State Governments collect Construction Workers Cess Fund from employers under a 1996 law,
Building and Other Construction Workers Act, the stated purpose of which is the welfare of
construction workers. Hence, in fact, this fund is workers’ own deferred wage money lying with
governments just like the Provident or Pension Fund. During the last 23 years this fund has
accumulated a huge amount of ₹31,000 crores with nary a single paisa ever spent on workers’
welfare.
Now, as the demand grew for assistance to the 5.5 crore construction workers facing severe
difficulties during Lockdown, government has decided to promote ‘welfare’ of workers by paying
out their own money to them. Various state governments announced that ₹5 or 6 thousand
cash would be paid to every worker’s account. However, according to a Business Standard
report dated 24th June, all state government put together have paid out a total amount of only
₹5,000 crores to construction workers, which means that ₹26,000 crores are still lying with
them. Some state governments like Bihar, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh haven’t made even a
single payment to any worker.
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INDO-CHINA BORDER CONFLICT
SAY NO TO WAR AND WAR MONGERING,
DON'T FALL PREY TO CONGRESS TACTICS TOO
Shekhar
Indo-China border conflict has again flared up and
caught attention of the whole world. People with
saner minds are worried with every information of
increasing military concentrations on both sides of
the border in and around Galwan Valley* in
Ladakh. We here in India can confirm that
jingoism is on the rise and spiraling with hype in
'Boycott Chinese Product' slogan ever since 16th
June, 2020, the day when the news of sacrifice of
20 Indian Jawans, the sons of peasants and
workers, first came. With both India and China
being nuclear powers and big nations occupying
important places in world's modern military
capabilities, any eventuality of such a border
conflict escalating into military confrontation as is
evident now poses a big threat to peace not only in
this region but in the whole Indian subcontinent.
Progressive forces and all those who are opposed
to fascist oppression and exploitation must be
careful enough not to add fuel to fire in the name
of doing down Modi's regime or in the garb of
making look Modi small and stupid. Rather, they
must come forward and try to mobilize all and
themselves and try to put a brake on any possibility
of a new border war. Such a war at this juncture
will go heavily against common people who are
already pushed in abysmal penury and are facing
worst economic situation owing to unprecedented
unemployment and loss of livelihood. It is
incumbent upon all of us and the whole society to
protest against any attempt to further worsen the
situation on the border. We must not forget that
those who die on the border are mostly the sons of
those peasants and toilers who are already dying in
economic hardships. We must say, border wars

useless as they don't solve, rather, complicate the
border issues.
Who attacked first and why, what exactly led to
the brutal killing of 20 Indian Jawans and capture
of 10 more, who intruded into whose territory
when and where, what exactly is the present status
of LAC etc. are just the few most nagging
questions pertaining to fresh violent clash on IndoChina border whose exact answers satisfying both
sides may never be possible to come. Even a world
war fought on this may not solve these questions
and resolve the dispute once and for ever. This is
typical of all border disputes all over the world.
Such disputes can only be amicably resolved
through mutually respectful, transparent, honest
and open dialogue without any prejudice between
aggrieved partners in which keeping their own
people well informed and allowing them to freely
participate in the opinion making process is the
key to a successful dialogue. Resorting to
aggressive posture and stance to pressurize each
other or to unilaterally break mutually agreed
agreements on not using firearms and shooting
each other army personnel in border skirmishes
along LAC will certainly lead to military
confrontation and war that will not resolve rather
complicate the issue to a point of no return as it did
in 1962. This will also provide opportunity to other
powers to meddle and fish in troubled water. In
addition to this, once aggressive war hysteria is
created and is deeply rooted in the masses over a
border issue, it often becomes very difficult in
future to get rid of this even for those who create
and ride over this.

*

Galwan valley is a part of Aksai Chin and LAC is situated near it in eastern Ladakh. Actually, it separates Aksai Chin and
Ladakh. For the Military, it is strategically important for both India and China because of mountains lying on both of its sides.
Owing to this reason, it had become one of the main battle grounds in 1962 war, too.
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At the moment, the truth is too far away to prevail
and win. Almost two months have passed since the
first news of fresh skirmishes on May 5-6 between
Indian and Chinese troops near Pangong lake in
Galwan valley had first arrived. Since then, the
shrouds of clouds concealing the truth with respect
to reasons and factors responsible for this and the
more serious ones that later led to brutal killing of
20 Indian personnel in the night of June 15 at
Patrol Point (PP) 14 are still persisting. However,
China's claims of reasons and factors responsible
for this clash are above board and are being quite
openly propagated with Chinese daily The Global
Times blaming 'arrogance and recklessness of the
Indian side for the consistent tension on the
border.' On the other hand, Indian government, at
least in the beginning and except till MEA's
statement on 25th June 2020, chose to limit itself to
confirming that no one has ever intruded, no
intrusion has occurred, and no Indian posts have
been captured.
But, on the other hand, amidst rising tensions and
military mobilization from both sides on IndoChina border in eastern and northern Ladakh,
Indian Media has gone all gaga while hyping and
celebrating 'boycott of Chinese products' slogan in
the garb of clamoring for nationalism. This may
and will further increase distrust between the two
countries and in no way, help solve the border
issues. No one must fall prey to such media's
bragging that is done with a very limited purpose
to increase their TRP by appeasing orchestrated
nationalist feelings and sentiments. Even if this
slogan works, it won't hurt China's economy as
much as it will India's. These diversionary tactics
has though become a yearly routine sans any
impact. Whenever media wishes to divert people's
attention from a real problem and any government
failure, it uses this tactic and propagates this
slogan day and night to make up for the loss of
faith on government owing to such failures.
However, despite all these, the trade between India
and China has been continuously expanding to an
extent that it has led to India's huge trade deficit
(of almost tens of billions). India imports 14% of
her total volume from China (though for China, it
comprises only 3% of its total exports) for the most
obvious reason of their cost-effectiveness which is
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very high as compared to the West or even to
India. Among other things such as, high volume of
production, the rate of exploitation of workers in
China is very high and because of this she is able
to produce commodities at cheaper and
competitive costs. India cannot produce the same
commodities at the same cost and price at the
given rate of workers' exploitation. Though Indian
government is reportedly planning to clamp higher
trade barriers and impose increased import duties
on 300 Chinese products, yet this is a fact that the
growth of profit of MSMEs and other sector
depends on cheap imports from China. Small
parts, equipment of machineries and other raw
materials imported from China are comparatively
immensely cheaper. Quality wise also, they are at
least not worthless, otherwise none would have
imported them. For its pharma sector, India
imports 80% of its total requirement of raw
materials used in preparing medicines, called API
(Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients), from China.
For
certain
life-saving
medicines
like
cephalosporins, azithromycin, and penicillin, the
dependency on such imports is as high as 90%.
The range of products imported is very large, from
mobile phone, lamps, ceramics, toys, series bulbs,
crackers to suitcase, and what not. Not only that,
Modi government has offered almost every
profitable tender from road, highway and dam
constructions to artifact, sculpture and tourism
development to Chinese companies that offer a
high margin of return to their Indian Masters.
China's GDP is five times that of India who incurs
heavy debt every year from China. In such a
situation, how and on what basis India's media, the
chief war monger in the present time, clamors so
much to sanction China's economy is either a
mystery or a laughable stuff. Just imagine that
even in the midst of all such hue and cry, many
Chinese companies (along with Huawei, Xiaomi,
Oneplus and Oppo) are being reported to have
continued to donate crores of rupees to PM
CARES. Anti-China debates are run on channels
along with Vivo's advertising headlines. India's
most pampered sports cricket and its topmost body
BCCI have long term contracts with Chinese
companies. Even after so many days of media's
bragging, no news of any TV channel having torn
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the contract paper has come. Nor the PM CARES
has sent the donated money back or BCCI has
taken any decision to disapprove its contracts!
China has been openly speaking in the clearest
possible manner on the reasons why such violent
clashes took place and also about her intentions
and plans. According to China, as reported in The
Global Times on 17th June, 'New Delhi has
adopted a tough stance on border issues' and also
that 'India has been building extensive
infrastructure facilities along the border and
forcibly built part of the facilities in the Chinese
side of LAC.' Thus, China has put the blame
squarely on India for this clash. China has also
categorically blamed India for having been wooed
by the US with its Indo-Pacific Strategy to
spearhead attack on China and because of such
US's provocative plans India is taking tough and
aggressive posture on border issues. The Global
Times writes that 'the Us has wooed India with its
Indo-Pacific Strategy…These concepts dominated
by the US implicitly target China, and Washington
needs a country like India to spearhead attacks on
China." It further writes that 'no ties between India
and other countries can take the place of IndiaChina relations. New Delhi can never unilaterally
resolve the border disputes with Beijing.'
On the other hand, from the very beginning of this
fresh episode of disturbances on the border, Modi
government maintained a deliberate and stunning
silence saying everything is good and fine. After
June 15 violent clash that claimed the lives of 20
Indian Jawans, it still kept its mouth shut giving no
answer as to why this fatal clash occurred if
everything was good and fine. Even on the day of
All Party Meeting held on 19th June, what the
prime minister said or summed up was ambiguous
and did in no way remove the cloak of mysteries
that surrounds the June 15 tragic incident, let alone
removing the dust from the whole Indo-China
fresh border disturbances that erupted in AprilMay and first drew attention on 5-6th May. Modi
government continuously only just assured that
they were normal things and nothing serious was
happening.
Why the Indian government tried to hide things in
such a way is however not very difficult to
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understand. There are many reasons of this silence.
For example, an open and above-board disclosure
of this bloody clash may have the possibility and
potentiality of hurting Modi's image of a Super
Man. That's why it tried to hide the number of
casualties and even those who were seriously
wounded and captured in June 15 clash. Later,
under pressure it accepted but with a rider that they
sacrificed their lives while killing a far bigger
number, almost double, of Chinese troops
consisting of their senior officers, too. Ex-Army
Chief, who is also a minister, even claimed that
Chinese personnel were also captured and released
just Indian personnel were. This proved to be a
complete lie in a debate on a TV channel. Prior to
this, the Government continuously as said above
tried to deny even the existence of any serious
tension built up in eastern Ladakh region. Finally,
as expected, it became impossible to hide anything
anymore. Many retired army veterans, as also
many independent observers and experts, through
open source intelligence based on the study of
satellite images have been publicly and constantly
criticizing the government for all these
unnecessary coverings and all its acts of omissions
and commissions. Under this pressure and also
when the information of further acts of China's
intrusion came, the government via Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) came out with a statement
on 25th June accepting for the first time that "the
situation along the Line of Actual Control (LAC)
was much more serious than the routine clashes
that take place between Indian and Chinese patrol
teams." Why Indian government took so much
time in clarifying even this simple thing is a
question that has no direct answer, though its
reasons are quite obvious, within the ambit of
general knowledge and understanding. The more
they are suppressed, the more conspicuous and
visible they become!
The popular historical view and perception about
Indo-China border prevalent among the vast
majority of Indian masses is that China since 1962
has captured and seized control of a lot of Indian
territory and based on this an anti-China deep
feeling and perception exists in India. No logic
works here. No historical facts reign in this. In line
with this perception, it is believed that China has
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again captured Indian territory in the last couple of
months and recently at least in 4 places, 3 in
eastern Ladakh (between finger 4 to 8, at hot
spring and Pangong lake) and 1 in northern
Ladakh regions (in Depsang* plains) as is being
propagated vigorously by Congress as well as by a
few Army Veterans. However, Modi government
is still away from accepting this. It doesn't mean
that Modi and his supporters don't share the above
mentioned anti-Chinese perceptions. The reasons
of denial here are different and obvious. Accepting
loss of territory to China will blast his image and
would make it urgent and incumbent upon Modi to
go to war against China to take back those
territories or else it will hurt his Super Man image
very seriously and it will be impossible for him to
survive with his laboriously built Avtaar image
that speaks in public a language of nothing is
impossible if Modi is in charge (Modi hai to
mumkin hai). The option of going to Military war
against China or at least to go for Pakistan like
surgical strikes and further bolster his Super Man
image is good for him to fasten his fascist rule, and
he or his think tank would have surely thought
over this, but, as everyone knows, it is never an
easy option. Not only that, it is fraught with
disastrous outcomes even when the US is on his
side. That's why he shied away from even directly
taking the name of China even once either in his
address in All Party Meet or Man Ki Baat. China
is not only economically much stronger but also
militarily a heavy weight, a superpower in her own
capacity. Even if America vows to help India,
Modi can't hope for miracles. Indian ruling classes
are rightly hesitant in going to war with China and
taking every step with utmost care lest they know
it will be disastrous. So even if it is true that China

has taken over some territory of India (it is easy to
assume this for two countries have different
perceptions of LAC† and both know this), Modi or
his government cannot accept it before they decide
to go to war. So, only option left to his government
is to flatly deny that any intrusion has taken place
at all. If China is taking advantage of this, so it
may. There is no other option, even if loses some
ground to Congress on his own turf.
It seems as if Modi government is caught unaware
in an unanticipated crisis. Indian ruling classes
have been trying for long to become a superpower
of a stature at least as equal as that of China. For
this, they have been treading on a narrow but well
calculated path that visualizes and aims at
exploiting the contradictions between China, an
emerging imperialist country and the US, the
leader of the western imperialists though on the
bane and downfall due to many reasons, by
committing to strategic alliance with the US on the
one hand, and making all possible and necessary
friendly economic and trade relationship with
China for the sake of well-being of the Indian
ruling classes on the other, and at the same time
making extensive inroads on the borders to
appease and further deepen the aggressive
nationalist sentiments of the masses that they have
themselves built over the years to hoodwink them,
divert their attention and garner their support in
their expansionist drive. We can find a leaf of this
when Indian ruling classes, even amidst the
present serious and to some extent a humiliating
face off, have been announcing their claims even
on Aksai chin in the name of different perceptions
of border line. This reminds us of Nehru's
thousand-pound statement in the face ignominious
defeat expressing resolve of fighting for even one

*

Depsang lies close to India's Daulet Beg Oldie air strip as well as the recently built Darbuk Shiyok Daulet Beg Oldie road
(3418 km) that also connects Karakoram. If China occupies Depsang plains, it means China has acquired strength to disturb
both, the airstrip as well as the road. India's main aim in constructing this road is to carry fast and uninterrupted supplies to
Karakoram Army posts.
†

China shares a long land boundary of 15106.7 km with seven countries – India, China, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Myanmar,
Afghanistan and Bhutan. Out of this, she shares exclusively with India a land boundary of 3488 km. It is split into Western
Sector comprising Jammu and Kashmir, Middle Sector comprising Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand and Eastern Sector
comprising Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh. She also shares a sea boundary of 7516.6 km with India as well as with other
countries. Due to differences in perceptions, a clear marking of boundary between India and China has not been done yet.
That's why, both have adopted a line of actual control (LAC) in place distinct boundary or LOC.
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thousand years against China over Aksai Chin.
Perhaps, clandestine character of such advances (in
terms of forward push by way of fast building
infrastructure facilities, already a Chinese allegation
that Modi and his men would appreciate and accept to
prove his edge over Congress that did nothing to
pursue the old Nehruvian forward policy) made during
6 years of Modi's regime, and they accept this, for
which they pat and are patting so strongly their own
back and do everything to openly advertise it for
winning applauds of the masses as against Congress
which his supporters say has done nothing or done very
little on the border. Now, with the unfolding of this
fresh border episode, this seems to have completely
backfired as China in retaliation has openly claimed
sovereignty on the whole of Galwan and, as being
reported widely through media, has built too many
military structures across the LAC i.e. on the Indian
side and thus openly challenged the strength of India.
Perhaps, Modi government had no prior idea or
estimation of such an eventuality and hence we are
witnessing either his silence or very calculated and
carefully well measured statements on this issue.
So far as common people and general masses are
concerned, they have to either believe the propaganda
fueled and unleashed by Congress or the ones
propelled by BJP and RSS and their government, while
both are resorting to jingoism and ultra-nationalistic
campaign in their own specific way. Congress being in
opposition is loud and seems like roaring, whereas BJP
being in power is subtle and exquisite. Naturally, both
being representatives of big bourgeoisie are committed
to hiding many things related to border disputes
between India and China. There is no third source
effectively reaching up to the masses. Third voice will
not be allowed, either. When it comes to dealing with
border issues, particularly with China and Pakistan,
neither transparency of fact nor any sane (factual) logic
is allowed. Masses are just enchanted on ultranationalistic lines, while 'informed others' are sought
to forcefully toe the approach and reiterate facts put
forward by the ruling classes, both ruling as well as
opposition. This is the history. It was not allowed even
during Nehru's times. A complete adherence to
nationalistic agenda and approach is sought in this
regard, even though it may go contrary to reality and
in the end contrary to even the interest of the Nation
and its people.
This time, Congress is playing the BJP in making ultraaggressive overtones on the June 15 incidents. Modi's
difficulty is that he has become victim of his own
image. He is imprisoned in the cobweb that his own
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men and supporters have built around him. True or
false, so much is he captive of his own superman image
that he cannot accept that India under him can ever lose
even an inch to China or Pakistan. Congress knows this
and is using this as a plank to upset him. Rahul Gandhi
knows too well, Modi cannot take the risk of going to
war with China as of now. If Chinese troops have
really made incursions into areas previously controlled
or patrolled by Indian troops (take this in the light of
different perceptions of LAC), then the continued
denial of Modi will help and his helping China in
legitimizing her claim logically that the so called
India's lost territory is China's. It further helps
consolidate her this claim also that the clash took place
as Indian troops had trespassed on her side i.e. the other
side of the LAC as perceived by China. Going through
the Chinese media, one can see this happen. Modi is
caught between Scylla and Charybdis.
The reports that are coming from different quarters and
the response so far of the Modi government clearly
indicate a complete mess. There are confusions all
around on Indian side. No clear picture has come about
what has happened and what is going to happen next,
either from our government or from the Army. Army
in a democratic country like India (if she is still one!)
is never independent of the country's political authority
and its will. So, it is primarily the BJP government's
responsibility and not the Army's to place a clear
picture. Though wars are fought by armies, yet if India
loses or wins a war or a territory, its responsibility goes
to political authority. If every other day there is a report
of another incursion or another structure coming up on
the disputed site of the border, its prime responsibility
lies with the government. The BJP's skewed
presentation of Army's role must be rejected. The mess
that has been created is due to government's deliberate
inaction and silence. This is deliberate as Modi
government is otherwise too much shrill on such
issues. One must not forget this same BJP that likes not
to hear even one dissenting voice ever had sent a factfinding team to the border in 2013 to know what
exactly had happened.
The latest information of intrusion is that Chinese
troops have built a helipad on PP 14. Many
Newspapers have been writing quoting anonymous
Defence ministry sources that the situation continued
to simmer in the Galwan Valley, Hot Springs and the
Pangong Lake despite the corps commander level talks
on June 22. They said the Chinese People's Liberation
Army (PLA) had "dug in" and had so far not shown
any signs of relenting or backing off from the areas that
were once controlled by India. Tensions have now
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escalated on another front, too. Depsang Plains near
Daulat Beg Oldie in northern Ladakh has been intruded
where Chinese troops and tanks are said to have
crossed the Line of Actual Control. Thus, since May
and during all these days after June 15, what are being
showcased by Modi government are mostly proved
baseless and false. What MEA spokesperson has said
on 25th June also confirms this. Even till yesterday, it
was being reported that disengagement process was
working well as diplomats were building up on
military talks, though, the latest reported satellite
images published in newspapers and magazines
indicate fresh Chinese structures coming up in
disputed areas. Intrusion in Depsang is supposed to be
very serious as it is very close, just 20 to 30 km south
east, to strategically important DOB, an important
India's airstrip. China may have aimed to disturb 3418
km long Darbuk Shiyok Daulat Beg Oldie Road that
India has built for carrying supplies to army posts near
Karakorum.
The whole apparatus seems to have been propelled to
hide or at least under report the truth. Telegraph has
exposed how even ANI tries to do this. The Telegraph
writes: ''ANI, seen as pro-government, had in the
afternoon tweeted that the Chinese had moved back
some vehicles and troops at the Galwan Valley but a
new tent that had come up near PP-14 where the June
15 clash occurred, was still there. Later, it deleted the
tweet." On 19th June, the Indian PM says that ''no one
has intruded into our territory'', while it was in
contradiction with what Foreign Ministry's earlier
statement i.e. that 20 Indian soldiers were killed by
Chinese troops on Indian territory. A Defence Ministry
official is quoted by The Telegraph saying, ''More talks
between local commanders are being finalized to carry
forward the corps commander level dialogue. So far
they (Chinese troops) have been non-committal and
have shown no signs of backing off from Indian's side
of the LAC." One can imagine the extent of mess
things on the border have been pushed into. Reports
are being constantly fed into public domain that
Chinese troops have captured territory across LAC and
there is a very serious buildup of military personnel in
the region from both sides. MEA spokesperson has
also echoed the same thing in his 25th June statement
saying, 'since early May, the Chinese side has been
amassing a large contingent of troops and armaments
along the LAC.' Though, when asked why, he
sidestepped the question. What does it mean? It means
that the government doesn't want beyond giving a
statement of general nature giving just few
information. Government doesn't want to irk or
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directly hit China fearing it may further escalate the
tension. This seems good and reasonable but then the
same government is resorting to war mongering on the
ground through its agencies and organizations. This is
a double pronged clandestine tactics that BPJ is
pursuing. This may one day lead India and her people
to a very precarious situation.
On the other hand, it so seems that Chinese troops have
been ordered to occupy all strategic positions in eastern
as well as in northern Ladakh to pre-empt any sudden
encirclement. This may have been fueled by India's
open commitment to the so-called value-based
alliances and Asia-Pacific strategy propelled and
orchestrated by the US. It is but sure that the US targets
China through this. It may not be, however, out of
place to mention here that China is itself on a long
drawn 'distant' mission to 'encircle the whole world' by
toppling America from his position of super most
imperialist power of the Earth. But for this, at present
she wants India on her side in spite of border disputes
that she doesn't want to get mismanaged beyond a
point, though, at the same point, doesn't naturally want
to lose strategic initiatives on the border in lieu of
India's partnership, given India's topmost proximity of
Military interests guided geographical priorities
particularly with the US and Israel along with the West
including Japan. China's statement after June 15 is a
testimony to this. Till further times, China treats India
as one of the most favorite trade partners. On the other
hand, India under Modi has never shown any
intentions to eschew his government's deliberate effort
to forge military alliances with America, the chief
enemy of independence of all independent nations and
people, as well as with the other western imperialism
including Israel. This strategy may prove fatal for India
as all other small and weak countries in our
neighborhood as well as in the whole world fear
America's overbearing approach and if India goes
completely to US's side and risk misadventure by
going to war with China, she will get isolated even
from Sri Lanka, Bangla Desh and even Nepal where
anti-India feelings are too strong due to big-brotherly
and arm-twisting approach and attitude of Indian
ruling classes, even though the people of both the
countries have strong historical feeling of cultural,
physical and civilizational togetherness and
brotherhood. That is why such abnormal things have
started happening all on a sudden now that didn't
happen before during all these long years since 1962
even when both had fought on borders in 1967 as well
as 1975 in which serious casualties had occurred. Modi
and his think tank know all this and is behaving
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according to this, unlike many's belief, who would
have expected him to act with a rash and recklessness.
This again proves that fascists, though they may look
like bunch of idiots, work behind the curtain with cold
blooded calculations, till they are forced by unseen and
unexpected circumstances to miscalculate and show
belligerence.
Why did the MEA spokesperson Anurag Srivastava on
20th June sidestep the key questions on the concrete
plans of both China and India for de-escalation and
why did he also duck the question ‘whether the
Chinese had also made an ingress into the Depsang
Plains?’, these all must be understood in the light of
what has been said above.
The irony of the present situation for the people of
India is that, on the one hand, we see that Modi
government is too cautious to speak anything directly
hitting China in its formal statement on June 15 bloody
conflicts as well as in explaining the reasons or citing
factors of freshly tensed realities on the border, even
though in public based campaigns it is as usual
perniciously committed to utilizing sacrifices made by
the Military personnel on the border for rousing ultranationalistic sentiments and war mongering so as to
woo people for votes. Government not only lies too
much, but also conveniently twists and distorts facts
and figures for garnering electoral support. On the
other side, Congress is hell bent upon creating war
hysteria among the people in the name of exposing
inability of Modi government in properly handling the
Indo-China border issue and in maintain territorial
integrity. This is quite common to the ilk of all
reactionary ruling classes that they either hide the
whole truth or say just half-truths in order to further
their own narrow ends. Both BJP and Congress, as true
representatives of big bourgeoisie, the topmost layer of
Indian ruling classes and a trusted partner of
international bourgeoisie, are competing with each
other in trying to corrupt and fill the minds of people
with jingoistic emotions with the sole aim of diverting
people's attention away from their loot and plunder and
in their own utter failures in every field, be it economy,
corruption, prices control, black money, siphoning
away of banks assets or about providing jobs, food,
public education and health care facilities, shelters etc.
for the people.
Let us repeat our resolve to expose this and fight for
restoration of peace on the border and at the same time
fight for our own demand of better and economically
secured life.
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Let us take a pledge to change this world order, as there
is no remedy of war under the rule of bourgeoisie,
decaying and moribund as never before.

• SAY NO TO AMERICA'S MEDDLING IN OUR
BORDER DISPUTES, PURSUE A POLICY
COMPLETELY INDEPENDENT OF THE US AND
THE OTHER IMPERIALISTS
• REJECT USELESS 'BOYCOTT CHINESE
PRODUCT' CAMPAIGN, IT FURTHER
WORSENS THE MUTUAL DISTRUST
• SOLVE BORDER DISPUTES THROUGH
TRANSPARENT BILATERAL TALKS,
• PROVIDE BETTER AND ECONOMICALLY
SECURED LIFE FOR ALL

INDIA-CHINA TRADE: STATISTICS
India-China’s Total Trade in,
2014 – $70.7 billion
2018 – $95.7 billion
This means that India’s trade with China has
risen by 25 billion dollars since 2014 (to
2018), out of which 23 billion (92%) amounts
to India’s import from China.
For India,
• 14% of its total imports are from China
(which amounts to 3% of China’s total
exports)
• 5% of its total exports are to China
(which amounts to 1% of China’s total
imports)
As per FICCI, Chinese have invested in the
following Indian sectors:
1. Automobile Industry (40%)
2. Metallurgical Industry (17%)
3. Power (7%)
4. Construction (5%)
5. Services (4%)
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GEORGE FLOYD MURDER
WORLDWIDE ANTI-RACIST MOVEMENT IS
THE FUTURE

A POINTER TO
Prasad V

Thousands of people came to the streets in major
cities all over the world despite the coronavirus
pandemic, in protest against the killing of George
Floyd, an African-American man who died after a
police officer knelt on his neck for minutes in
Minneapolis on May 25. While the agitations were
continuing all over the world, on June 12, a 27year-old black man named Rayshard Brooks was
also shot and killed by Atlanta police. Through
these incidents, the Donald Trump administration
has proved unequivocally that there is no end to
racial discrimination with his administration.
A video of the murder of George Floyd showed
him saying "I can't breathe" multiple times became
viral in social media. Despite his pleas, the officer
was preventing Floyd from breathing for three
minutes after which he became unresponsive. The
phrase has become the rallying call for the
subsequent protests. The phrase is actually derived
much earlier from the words of Eric Garner in
2014 which was also uttered by several other
African American men shortly before they died
during their arrests. Subsequently this has become
the slogan of mass movements like ‘Black Lives
Matter (BLM)’ which is an organized movement
advocating for non-violent civil disobedience in
protest against incidents of police brutality against
African-American people that started some years
back following the killing of some blacks and the
non-punishment of the culprits..

WHY THE UNPRECEDENTED MASS MOVEMENT?
Hundreds of black people were killed by the
American police and administration earlier also.
Why did the protests become so unprecedented
this time?
George Floyd’s murder was a clear-cut case of
injustice. The circulated video clearly revealed
that the person was unarmed and was virtually
begging for release from his neck. Whenever such
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killing occurs, usually the police comes with a
narrative with some cooked-up stories in order to
confuse the people. This time, people clearly saw
the truth. More than that, the anger against racial
oppression was growing in the last few years in US
society.
But more than the above said reasons, the present
situation is to be seen in the backdrop of the
Corona pandemic which has made the condition of
poor people more pathetic. The poor people
become further unemployed or underemployed.
They were unable to get any treatment due to lack
of money. The Corona patients had to pay lakhs of
dollars due to the absence of Government funded
hospitals in the US. The American administration
absolutely failed in managing the situation. The
neoliberal policies they have implemented in
Health care and education destroyed whatever was
available in those areas. The rulers of America
were advocating that the policies of neoliberalism
will solve the problems of American people. But
the Corona pandemic has disproved it. Many of the
third world countries performed much better in
comparison with the US. This intensified common
people's doubt regarding the administration.
Today, the poorer sections of the masses are
suffering enormously. In general, 90% of those
who die due to coronavirus infection are poor
people, of whom a large number are black.
The global capitalist economic crisis that began in
2008 has led to massive unemployment and
poverty in the US. For the American capitalist
class, the crisis did not pose any major problems
because a significant portion of its capital is now
outside the United States. That section of the
capital now invested in third world countries is
making enough profit due to the comparatively
low cost of labor there. But for the ordinary people
of the US, the situation is just opposite. Even
though the profitability of the companies has
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become better in relative sense following the
crisis, the employment situation has not become
better. The US government has tried to get over
this problem by strengthening the police and
suppressing popular uprisings following the
economic crisis.
The killing of unarmed George Floyd happened at
a time when the people’s anger was intensifying
against the American administration on the one
hand. On the other hand, the condition of the black
people has become worse due to the economic
conditions as well as increasing racial oppression
in the recent past.

CAPITALISM DIVIDES COMMON PEOPLE
In a multinational, multi-racial, multi-linguistic
country like America, dividing the people based
on any of these identities is basically in the interest
of capitalism. Without this division the American
capitalism cannot continue with its exploitation
continuously. Capitalism creates divides within
the working class - for the utmost threat to ruling
class power would be the unity of the proletariat.
This policy of ‘divide and rule’ has been a
common feature of the capitalist class all over the
world. As the Black Panther Bobby Seale correctly
wrote once: “Racism and ethnic differences allow
the power structure to exploit the masses of
workers in this country, because that's the key by
which they maintain their control. To divide the
people and conquer them is the objective of the
power structure...” And as Malcolm X, the
assassinated leader of the civil movement
explained, “You cannot have capitalism without
racism.”
The ruling class try to instigate the white workers
against the black workers as well as reversely in
order to divide the class. They will ask the white
workers to identify with the capitalists in order to
climb the corporate ladder. A section of the white
workers also think that it is in their own interest.
But the fact remains that all the workers cannot
become capitalist. A tiny section may achieve that
- in that process those who are aligned with the
capitalist class get an advantage. Consequently, in
the corporate world white men predominate in
management and executive positions.
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As such the white workers enjoy a better standard
of living than their Black counterparts. Still they
have much more in common with black workers
than Bill Gates or Zuckerbergs. Similarly, at the
level of class, black workers have more in
common with white workers than they do with
black capitalists. According to some studies, the
richest whites have seventy-four times more
wealth than the average white family. But among
African Americans, the richest families have a
staggering two hundred times more wealth than
the average black family. This commonality in
terms of class should be the uniting force between
workers of all races to fight against their
oppression.

COVID-19 AND THE BLACK PEOPLE
In the US, data shows that African Americans have
died from the disease at almost three times the rate
of white people. Across that country, African
Americans have died at a rate of 50.3 per 100,000
people, compared with 20.7 for whites, 22.9 for
Latinos and 22.7 for Asian Americans. At the level
of individual states, the statistics are all the more
shocking. Bottom of the table in terms of racial
disparities is Kansas, where black residents are
dying at seven times the rate of whites. In other
states, the gulf is almost as extreme. In the capital,
Washington, the disparity in death rate between
blacks and whites is six times, in Michigan and
Missouri five, and in major hotspots of the disease
– New York, Illinois and Louisiana – three. While
comorbidities are a factor, there is mounting
evidence that black Americans are disadvantaged
in terms of access to diagnostic testing and
treatment for the disease.
According to the 2015 National Medical
Association Scientific Assembly, the risk of
diabetes was 77% higher among Black people than
for white people. Depending on where they live,
black women were two and a half times more
likely to die giving birth in 2018 compared with
white women. (National Center for Health
Statistics, Jan. 30)

GENERAL CONDITION OF THE BLACKS IN US
It is a matter of fact that in the last few decades the
condition of life of the black people have improved
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somewhat within the United States. This change
can be seen evidently in the middle-income
groups. But even after this change, the condition
of the working class as such is deteriorating in the
United States. In a society where there is a huge
divide between the rich and poor such a type of
change is natural. It is to be kept in mind that the
vast majority of the black people belong to the
working class. Real wages of the American
working classes improved from 1830 to 1970. But
after 1970 onwards till now the real wages were
either stagnant or decreasing. Naturally, the
condition of the blacks also has become worse as
they wear the underprivileged section of the
working class.
The social condition of the black is more glaring if
one looks into the rate of imprisonment.
Imprisonment rate in the United States is more
than any other country in the world. The citadel of
freedom the United States imprisons more people
than China which has four times its population.
Over 2.3 million people are in prison - one out of
every 99.1 adults. An incredible 1,384 men out of
100,000 are in prison or jail. But the rate of
incarceration for black males is even more
shocking: 4,789 per 100,000. Compare this to
height of Apartheid in South Africa (1993), when
851 per 100,000 black males were imprisoned.
And for young black males belonging to age 25 to
29, the rate is 11,695 per 100,000 - an astonishing
11.7 percent. Racial discrimination is that much.

RACISM AND ITS HISTORY
Racism is an ideology which believes that human
beings are superior or inferior according to their
race which is manifested by skin color. The
proponents of racism tried to define the system of
slavery by characterizing the Africans-Americans
as inferior human beings. Here it is to be stated that
the concept of race as a biological category has
been entirely discredited and discarded by modern
genetics.
By characterizing Africans and their African
American descendants as inferior human beings,
the proponents of slavery attempted to justify and
maintain that system of exploitation while
portraying the United States as a bastion and
champion of human freedom, with human rights
and equality.
The formation of a racial ideology can be traced in
history to the institution of modern chattel slavery.
Chattel slavery is the most common form of
slavery known to Americans. This system, which
allowed slaves - considered legal property - to be
bought, sold and owned forever, was supported by
the US and European powers in the 16th to 18th
centuries.
Black Africans first arrived in the US around 1619,
as indentured servants. Throughout the 17th and
18th centuries people were even kidnapped from
Africa, forced into slavery in the American
colonies and labor in the production of crops such
as tobacco and cotton.
As such there was no distinction made between
indentured servants of European or African
descent in the beginning. The conception of race
simply did not exist in the ancient or medieval
world. Throughout history, the slave-owner or
feudal lord looked down on his slaves or serfs as
inferiors. But this was due to their social position;
to the class relationship between them; not because
of the color of their skin or Race. Capitalist society
created the race-based discrimination as a societal
“norm”.

60,000 people rallying against state repression:
Seattle, US (13 June 2020)
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The geography and climate of the southern U.S.
was suitable for large scale production of certain
crops. But a large amount of cheap labor was
necessary for that. However, with so much cheap
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land available in the western territories, it was
difficult to keep indentured servants working after
their term of service was over and they were free
to move on and establish themselves on their own.
Therefore, a system of compulsory labor had to be
imposed in order to take advantage of the
agricultural potential of the South. For this reason,
the modern chattel slavery developed in the later
period.
During the founding of the United States in 1790
there were 700000 slaves in America. Even though
importation of new slaves was banned officially in
1808, illegal smuggling remained a profitable
business. By 1840, the slave population Increased
to nearly 2.5 million. In 1860, on the eve of the
U.S. Civil War, there were nearly four million
black slaves out of a total population of around 12
million in the 15 states in which slavery was legal.
In the US history of struggles of the slaves, nearly
250 rebellions or insurrections are documented in
which more than 10 slaves were involved. Each
rebellion led to ever-increasing ruthlessness on
behalf of the slave owners. Along with armed
uprisings by slaves themselves, the ‘abolitionist
movement’ also waged a struggle against slavery.
Comprising of primarily free Blacks and the
Whites opposed to slavery for a variety of reasons,
they demanded abolition of slavery. ‘Abolitionist
Movement’ which was initiated in the mid-19th
century resulted in a great debate over slavery and
the division of the country in the Civil War.

US CIVIL WAR
The American Civil War fought between northern
states loyal to the Union and southern states that
had seceded from the Union from 1861 to 1865.
The civil war began primarily as a result of the
long-standing controversy over the enslavement of
black people.
In the 1860 presidential election campaign,
Republicans, led by Abraham Lincoln, supported
banning slavery in all the U.S. territories. With the
victory of Lincoln, the South was outraged, and
before his inauguration, seven slave states with
cotton-based economies declared secession from
the US and formed the Confederacy. The first six
to declare secession had the highest proportions of
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slaves in their populations, with an average of 49
percent. Eight remaining slave states continued to
reject calls for secession. Outgoing Democratic
President James Buchanan and the incoming
Republicans rejected secession as illegal. But by
1961 the situation turned to be that of civil war.
This was a progressive war – the “Second
American Revolution” – which smashed the slave
system and created the favorable condition for the
unfettered development of capitalism.
On September 22, 1862, Lincoln issued a
preliminary emancipation proclamation, and on
January 1, 1863, he made it official that “slaves
within any State, or designated part of a State…in
rebellion… shall be then, thenceforward, and
forever free.”
Previously enslaved men and women received the
rights of citizenship and the “equal protection” of
the Constitution in the 14th Amendment and the
right to vote in the 15th Amendment, but these
provisions of Constitution were often ignored or
violated, and it was difficult for Black citizens to
gain a foothold in the post-war economy due to
restrictive ‘Black codes’ and regressive
contractual arrangements such as sharecropping.
Despite seeing an unprecedented degree of Black
participation in American political life,
Reconstruction was ultimately frustrating for
African Americans.
Even though four million enslaved people were
freed through civil war, the legacy of slavery
continued and still continuing through racial
oppression. This has led to the civil rights
Movement in the 20th century which is hundred
years after the emancipation.

THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT
Civil rights movement was the revolt organized by
the Black workers and youth along with its allies
against discrimination, oppression, and secondclass status of the black people. The movements
virtually paralyzed the US society for years.
On the one side massive repression and violence
was unleashed against the movements by the State.
But at the same time, many democratic rights were
granted and successive steps were taken to
accommodate the black rights to the extent
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possible as it is not against the capitalist system.
Further steps were developed to accommodate
most of the leaders of the movement gradually into
the pro-capitalist Democratic Party. On the other
side, the more radical leaders like Martin Luther
King Junior and Malcolm X were killed.
Towards the end of his life Malcolm X has come
to the conclusion that what was necessary was a
united class struggle against the capitalist system
itself. As he put it: “It's impossible for a chicken to
produce a duck egg. It can only produce according
to what that particular system was constructed to
produce. The system in this country cannot
produce freedom for the Afro-American. It is
impossible for this system, this economic system,
this political system, this social system, this
system period.” On another occasion he explained
it as follows: “Racism is profitable, if it wasn’t
profitable it wouldn’t exist.”
Like that Martin Luther King Junior, who was a
reformist, soon realized that formal political
equality would not eliminate the institutionalized
economic inequality and deep roots of racial
discrimination. He was rapidly moving toward a
class position on the eve of his murder. During a
speech in Frogmore, in November of 1966 he said
the following: “You can't talk about solving the
economic problem of the Negro without talking
about billions of dollars. You can't talk about
ending the slums without first saying profit must
be taken out of slums ... we are treading in difficult
water, because it really means that we are saying
that something is wrong ... with capitalism ...
There must be a better distribution of wealth and
maybe America must move toward a democratic
socialism.” But tragically, Malcolm X and Martin
Luther King, Jr. were both assassinated.
As a result, a series of important reforms known as
“Affirmative Action” policies were introduced. As
no social movement can continue in ferment
indefinitely, by the late 1960s the movement
began to weaken.
Unfortunately, the compromising leadership the
left movement at that time was not in a position to
take up the issue of discrimination and secondclass citizenship. If they had been able to take up
the issue and was able to absorb the black
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movement against discrimination and oppression
along with the working-class movement, the left
would have developed to a very powerful
movement.
The result is the situation we have today. For a
handful of Blacks, who have benefited from the
concessions made by the ruling class, things are
going quite well. But for the vast majority, things
are as bad as or even worse than they were 50 years
ago.

MARXISM AND THE BLACK QUESTION
The emergence of a new group of anti-racist
protestors and theorists alongside the crisis over
immigration and growth of right-wing populism in
US and elsewhere, makes it essential to
conceptualize racism while going beyond the
scope of identity politics which treats such issues
primarily in cultural terms.
The Indian society from where we are looking at
the situation is also suffering from a multitude of
oppressions for a long time. The caste oppression,
the minority religious oppression, oppression of
nationalities, etc. are some examples. The caste
oppression is to be mentioned here with emphasis.
That is a specific problem the Indian society is
confronted with for a long time. The Indian State
is often trying to intensify the division based on
above identities in order to strengthen its policies
of neoliberalism. But at the same time without the
division already existing, the State cannot impose
its trickery. Naturally, the ongoing struggles world
over is a pointer to the Indian working class and
other oppressed sections of the country from
which it has to take lessons.
First of all, let us examine how great Marxists
approached the issue. Marx has shown at a very
younger age that the existence of slavery is central
to the development of modern capitalism. As Marx
theorized this relationship in 1846 in ‘The Poverty
of Philosophy’: “Direct slavery is as much the
pivot upon which our present-day industrialism
turns, as are machinery, credit, etc. Without
slavery there would be no cotton, without cotton
there would be no modern industry. It is slavery
that has given value to the colonies, it is the
colonies that have created world trade, and world
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trade is the necessary condition for large-scale
machine industry. Slavery is therefore an
economic category of paramount importance.”
Capitalism first emerged as a world system by
utilizing the anti-black racism. Marx states that
“Labor in a white skin cannot emancipate itself
where it is branded in a black skin (Karl Marx,
Capital: A Critique of Political Economy).”
Despite attempts by political and intellectual
groups to deny Marx and Engels’ uncompromising
stance against racism, it is clear that the founders
of scientific socialism thoroughly understood that
racist oppression served as a tool for the capitalist
exploitation of all workers.
The relationship between capitalism and racism
has only grown stronger in subsequent
generations. Chattel slavery was a vital component
in the “primitive accumulation of capital” of the
U.S. capitalist class. The vast wealth created by
millions of slaves enriched not only the plantation
owners, but also made possible the industrial
revolution in the textile industry in Britain, and
later on in the Northern U.S. As Karl Marx
explained in a letter to Pavel Annenkov: “Direct
slavery is as much the pivot upon which our
present-day industrialism turns as are machinery,
credit, etc. Without slavery there would be no
cotton, without cotton there would be no modern
industry. It is slavery which has given value to the
colonies, it is the colonies which have created
world trade, and world trade is the necessary
condition for large-scale machine industry.
Consequently, prior to the slave trade, the colonies
sent very few products to the Old World, and did
not noticeably change the face of the world.
Slavery is therefore an economic category of
paramount importance. Without slavery, North
America, the most progressive nation, would he
have transformed into a patriarchal country. Only
wipe North America off the map and you will get
anarchy, the complete decay of trade and modern
civilization. But to do away with slavery would be
to wipe America off the map. Being an economic
category, slavery has existed in all nations since
the beginning of the world. All that modern
nations have achieved is to disguise slavery at
home and import it openly into the New World.”
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As Marx had explained decades earlier, the Civil
War and the smashing of slavery in turn led to the
strengthening of the movements of the working
class: “In the United States of North America,
every independent movement of the workers was
paralyzed so long as slavery disfigured a part of
the Republic. Labor cannot emancipate itself in the
white skin where in the Black it is branded. But out
of the death of slavery a new life at once arose. The
first fruit of the Civil War was the eight hours’
agitation, which ran with the seven-leagued boots
of a locomotive from the Atlantic to the Pacific,
from New England to California. The general
convention of the National Labor Union at
Baltimore (August 16, 1866) declared: ‘The first
and great necessity of the present, to free the labor
of this country from capitalist slavery, is the
passing of a law by which eight hours shall be the
normal working day in all States of the American
Union. We are resolved to put forth all our strength
until this glorious result is attained.’” (Capital vol.
1, Chapter X., Section 7)
Thus, Marx explained the role played by slavery in
the process of primitive accumulation, focusing on
the relationship between the slave trade and
industrial development in England.
In 1920, John Reed wrote a report at Lenin’s
request, describing the situation of black people in
the U.S. to the Second Congress of the Third
International: The Communists must not stand
aloof from the Negro [sic] movement which
demands their social and political equality and at
the moment, at a time of the rapid growth of racial
consciousness, is spreading rapidly among
Negroes. The Communists must use this
movement to expose the lie of bourgeois equality
and emphasize the necessity of the social
revolution which will not only liberate all workers
from servitude but is also the only way to free the
enslaved Negro people.
From the above given quotes, it is clear that the
leaders of the working-class movement considered
the struggle against racism as central to the
workers struggle.
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DIALECTICS OF APPROACHING
AGAINST OPPRESSION

MOVEMENTS

According to Mao, a process of development has
many contradictions. However, within a process of
development there is always one principal
contradiction.
“But whatever happens, there is no doubt at all that
at every stage in the development of a process,
there is only one principal contradiction which
plays the leading role.
Hence, if in any process there are a number of
contradictions, one of them must be the principal
contradiction playing the leading and decisive
role, while the rest occupy a secondary and
subordinate position. Therefore, in studying any
complex process in which there are two or more
contradictions, we must devote every effort to
finding its principal contradiction. Once this
principal contradiction is grasped, all problems
can be readily solved. This is the method Marx
taught us in his study of capitalist society. (On
Contradiction - Mao)
First, a specific contradiction is what primarily
defines a thing, making it what it is: it is not a
mistake, a failure, the malfunctioning of a thing
but, in some sense, the very feature that holds a
thing together. If this contradiction disappears, a
thing loses its identity. A classic example: in all
history hitherto, the primarily “contradiction” that
defined every society was class struggle. Second,
a contradiction is never single; it depends on other
contradictions. Mao’s own example: in a capitalist
society, the contradiction between the proletariat
and the bourgeoisie is accompanied by other
“secondary” contradictions, such as the one
between the imperialists and their colonies.
By developing and enriching the theory of people's
democratic revolution in China, Mao clearly
shown, how to develop the struggle against
National oppression to the level of proletarian
revolution. During the time Mao was the leader of
Chinese revolution, the universal contradiction has
already turned to be a contradiction between the
working class and capitalist class. But in colonies
and semi-colonies, struggle against National
oppression has become the principal form of
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struggle. While leading the struggle against
National oppression, one has to understand
primarily, that is a National movement. National
movement is a program of the capital in order to
establish the national market. The communists
have to be careful in not falling into the trap of the
capital. At the same time the communists have to
lead the struggle for National liberation. While the
dominant aspect of the struggle is against the
imperialist powers, the secondary aspect of the
struggle is against the emerging National
capitalists. In other words, that is considering the
National movement not as a homogeneous
movement; but as a movement with a further class
division. In the same way, while fighting for
nationalism, considering the imperialist country
also as class divided and taking support from the
revolutionary section of that country itself.
While fighting the Japanese imperialism, that is,
taking help from the Japanese working class.
While unifying with the Chinese nationalism,
isolating the Chinese big capitalist and comprador
class. In short, the principal contradiction in a
movement and secondary contradiction are
interrelated.
Properly
understanding
the
relationship between the two contradictions is
crucial to leading the movement. These aspects are
points of consideration while leading other
movements against different types of oppressions
in present times.
Now let us come back to the study of oppression
based on identity. Over recent years there has been
a growth in support for what can broadly be
described as ‘identity politics’ among many,
mainly young people who are rightly angry about
their experience of racism, casteism and other
forms of oppression. In one sense, identity politics
is an inevitable part of the political awakening of
many members of oppressed groups within the
society. Recognizing that one is oppressed, and
that one can fight against that through a common
struggle with others is a vital beginning. While
those involved in struggle may see this mainly as
a means to fight back, the form of identity politics
that has emanated from the universities and has
dominated over recent decades concentrates
overwhelmingly
on
discussing
personal
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experience of oppression rather than trying to find
the means to end it.

Chapter 31) He was referring, particularly, to the
role of slavery in the accumulation of capital.

However, the history of struggle against
oppression shows that, on the basis of experience,
gradually, those participating tend to go beyond
identity politics as they recognize the root cause of
their oppression lies in the structure of society. The
highest point of the vast rebellion against racism
in the US in the 1950s and 1960s, for example, was
reached by the Black Panthers, who were founded
in 1966 with the magnificent concept: “We do not
fight racism with racism. We fight racism with
solidarity. We do not fight exploitative capitalism
with black capitalism. We fight capitalism with
basic socialism”. Today, the ‘Black Lives Matter’
rebellion did not begin where the Panthers left off,
with a socialist outlook. Nonetheless, there is a
growing anti-capitalist mood among young people
in the US, which is a first step to drawing socialist
consciousness.

THE ROLE OF THE WORKING CLASS

Today the working class worldwide remains the
sole social force capable of overturning the
existing order and vanquishing the social minority
of capitalists that maintain the exploitation and
oppression of millions around the world. This is
because of the strategic position the working class
occupies in production. The bourgeoisies fear
nothing more than the instances when the class
struggle manages to overcome internal divisions
among the oppressed to build up a unified force of
struggle against the State.
While deep-rooted racism remains in the US, there
also has been an improvement in social attitudes.
There has been the development of a black middle
class and even small black capitalists. This is
reflected in the election of a black man as US
president. The vast majority of the black
population, however, remain among the poorest
and most oppressed in society. The fact that one
hundred and thirty-five African Americans were
killed by the police in the first half of 2015 alone,
will show the degree of violent state repression.
Racism does not just come out from individual
prejudices but from something more basic.
Capitalism, as Karl Marx famously said, came into
being “dripping from head to foot, from every
pore, with blood and dirt”. (Capital, Volume 1,
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The crucial issue for anyone determined to end
oppression, therefore, is to study how to overthrow
capitalism and to build a world that is free of
oppression. Today, the working class is the key
force on the planet capable of ridding us of this
bankrupt system.
At the same time, it would be ridiculous and
unacceptable to argue that those fighting their
particular oppression should hold back and ‘wait’
for a unified struggle of the whole working class.
Mass struggle is a thousand times more effective
than exhortations to individuals to change their
attitudes in winning social progress. It is always
the case that a movement has a greater chance of
success if it is able to reach out to other sections of
the working class, and that therefore it is important
that the programme put forward by a particular
movement attempts to do this. However, that is in
no way to suggest that any group should
artificially delay fighting back until them, for
example, convince more white or male workers of
their cause.
Nonetheless, to permanently end racism in the US,
for instance, will require ending capitalism and
will therefore have to involve a struggle uniting
different sections of the working class. This is a
practical question. The African American
population, who suffer the worst police sponsored
racism, are only 13% of the population and will
not be able to win alone. Further, the capitalist
class will try to increase divisions between
different sections of the oppressed, particularly at
times of heightened struggle. The oppressed need
to increase their power by trying to maximize
unity.
Achieving unity does not mean downplaying the
importance of combating the specific oppressions
in society. On the contrary, it is vital that
communists campaign for the workers’ movement
to take up every type of oppression. On the other
hand, increasing numbers of young people when
becoming active in concrete struggles, will be
attracted to communist ideas as the only way to
achieve real liberation for all humanity including
them.
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UNEMPLOYED OF THE COUNTRY, UNITE!
S V Singh
Covid-19 virus has delivered a knock- out punch
to the tattering capitalist economies the world
over, more so in India. Lethal pandemic is proving
to be equally deadly to the human beings and
economies. Much hyped ‘vibrant- 5 trillion Indian
economy’ is bruised, battered and bleeding from
the nose, quite literally. The worst and instant
impact of a drowning bourgeois economy is
always felt on the employment position. CMIE
data confirms that the unemployment figures as on
first week May 2020 stood at 27.11%; 29.22% in
urban sector and 26.69% in rural sector although
reality is far more worse as the present government
has acquired expertise in fudging the data. Figures
for the state of Jharkhand stood as high as 59.2%
and Bihar 46.2%. The caption, ‘Unemployment
level is the highest in last 45 years’, that was
decorating front pages of all newspapers last
month, is not true. Forty-five years means, 1975
which means Emergency. Present times, though,
very much resemble Emergency Days in several
ways, like, even a slightest dissent is sedition now
as it was during those dark days but the
unemployment rate in 1975 was 8.2% only which
is no -where near to the present level. The correct
headline should have read, “unprecedented
unemployment, never witnessed in the history
of India”. The largest segment of our entire
population consists of the unemployed only, those
who are keen and willing to work but having
nothing to do. The army of the unemployed is over
30 crore strong but if we take into account the
disguised unemployment among the marginal
farmers then more than half of the population will
have to be counted as unemployed. Let us examine
this gigantic problem of unemployment in all its
shades.
1) Structural Unemployment
Why does capitalist economy cannot exist without
periodic crises and unemployment? Tragedy of
capitalism is ‘development of a few’ and
pauperization of the vast majority; overproduction
and hunger go on simultaneously. This disease is
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not new of the present times only when this system
is in perpetual crisis since last 45 years. It is ages
old and chronic. The great leader of the proletariat,
Frederic Engels diagnosed this disease way back
in early 1990s as he writes as a Note to the Capital
Vol. III, “To the growing rapidity with which
production can be increased today of large scale
industry there stands opposed the ever greater
slowness in the expansion of the market for these
multiplied products. What the first can
manufacture in a few months the later can absorb
in a few years….The consequences are general,
chronic over production, prices pressed down,
falling profits and even none at all; in brief, the
long-vaunted freedom of competition is at an end
of its resources and must itself openly announce its
own disgraceful bankruptcy.” ‘Periodic crises’ of
capitalism in short means; increasing Constant
Capital and lowering Variable Capital
continuously; is compulsion of capitalist
production and lowering rate of profit is the result;
‘overproduction’ and destruction of means of
production, mass unemployment are the
unavoidable consequences. Even ‘Healthy’
capitalism used to face periodic or cyclic crises
every about 8-10 years, every crisis resulting in
mass unemployment. During those days, however,
crises were followed by boom so a portion of the
retrenched mass used to get employed only to be
retrenched again in next crises. Since 1991,
however, capitalist economy is in perpetual crises,
systemic crises without even façade of any boom
or so called ‘green shoots’ visible anywhere like in
a case of chronic TB patient lying on the death bed.
Jobs are getting snatched away continuously since
last 29 years. Rate of retrenchment is getting
higher and higher as the capitalist crisis is getting
deeper and deeper with every passing year and,
then, came this deadly pandemic of Corona Virus
forcing a general lock down and over 2.7 crore
youth joined the vast reserve army of unemployed
in a stroke in the month of April itself. Total job
loss caused by Covid-19 is difficult to assess but
the reasonable figure would be over 8 crores. What
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to talk of boom or green shoots, even the preCovid stage is not possible. The crises managers
of the system are getting crazy as no solution is
there in sight for the root cause, this morbid
disease of capitalism, vaccine for Covid-19 will be
found out sooner or later. Modi government came
to power in the 2014 on the promise of providing
2 crore jobs every year and the gullible youth got
swayed away by that promise, fell over one
another while rushing to polling booth to vote BJP
to power hoping to get employment letter soon
there -after. The harsh and cruel reality has left the
youth of the nation devastated. The crises
managers of the system, those paid servants of the
bourgeoisie have, now, begun saying shamelessly
that we have to learn to live with unemployment
as we are learning to live with Corona virus.
Government has stopped talking about
unemployment, indulges in every possible trick to
divert attention from this problem knowing fully
well that there is no panacea to provide jobs to the
ever growing reserve army of unemployed within
the framework of capitalist mode of economy.

80-year old man tied to hospital bed for failing
to pay the bill: City Hospital, Shajapur, MP

2) Disguised unemployment
Besides registered and unregistered job seekers,
there are several other segments of society who are
unable to earn adequate for their survival. This is
disguised unemployment comprising of sizable
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population who qualify to be included in
unemployed order to arrive at the correct picture.
We examine two major segments among these.
(a) Marginal and small peasants: A peasant who
owns up to 1 hectare (2.5 acre) of land is called
marginal farmer and one whose agriculture farm is
more than 1 but less than 2 hectare (up to 5 acres)
is called small farmer. Both small and marginal
farmers account for 86.2% of the total farmer
population of India. According to the research
done by a renowned journalist P. Sainath, there are
total 95.8 million households engaged in
cultivation. This should be multiplied by 5 to reach
at approximate cultivator population which comes
to 479 million i.e. 47.9 crore. 86.2% of 47.9 crore
means 41.3 crore. The total number of small and
marginal farmers and the persons dependent on
them is, therefore, 41.3 crore. The politicoeconomic system in vogue in agriculture sector is
also capitalistic like in industry, though there have
been systemic regulations and capitalism was not
allowed free play in farming like in western
countries for fear of displacement of such a large
number of people from agriculture in one stroke
would have posed a problem that seemed beyond
the capacity of the state to manage. The perpetual
crisis of capitalism is not providing that leverage
now and more and more free play is being ensured
to the corporates in farming sector too by the
government. For example, following their avowed
principle
of
converting
‘calamity
into
opportunity’, the government has recently brought
in various systemic changes in agriculture sector.
Amendments have been made to the Essential
Commodities Act, 1955. States have been urged to
dismantle the Agriculture Produce Market
Committees and to bring ‘fair’ pricing providing
freedom to farmers to sell their produce anywhere
in the country in open market which means at
market driven rates and ‘e trading’ is also allowed
as in share market. These poor and destitute small
and marginal farmers are able to earn a meagre
‘profit’ by continuously reducing their own
consumption, by employing their kids and women
in the fields as free labor (bonded labor) for as
many hours as possible in a day that too only when
there is no adverse weather or natural calamity
which happens very rarely. The living conditions
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of this segment of marginal and small farmers are
more pitiable than rural proletariat. They are often
forced to take advance from a trader even before
their produce is harvested. Can they take their
meagre produce anywhere in the country to get
‘fair price’? Can a marginal farmer, who has never
seen how a classroom looks from inside, indulge
in ‘e trading’? “His (marginal farmer’s) surplus
came, not from his full corn bins but from his
empty stomach…..An ordinary day laborer, on a
big farm goes about his work and thinks to
himself:’ I wish it was knocking off time.’ The
small peasant, however, at all events in all busy
seasons, thinks to himself: ‘Oh, if only the day
were an hour or two longer” Writes Lenin,
Collected Works, Vol. III. The marginal and small
farmers are the most cruelly exploited and their
exploiters are they themselves!! They have the
shortest life span, most of those who commit
suicides are they only as they always remain half
fed, half clad, burdened with loans. They rare
cattle but they are forced to sell their entire milk to
earn bread and they also have to ensure,
unfortunately, that their kids do not even touch a
drop of milk. This entire lot of small and marginal
farmers has to be counted as unemployed only.
They all have only two options; either to starve to
death in their thatched dwellings or move to towns
to sell their labor power as proletariat.
(b) Self Employed: One of the most fancy items
for propaganda of legendary ‘VIKAAS’
(development) of Modi Government is, “don’t be
seeker of a job, be provider” as if all those who are
doing their own petty business, foot path vendors
of a thousand shade are leading a ‘king’s life’ and
providing job to whosoever passes by them!! Let
us examine. Demonetization was the first blow
that hammered daily wage laborers, petty hawkers,
footpath vendors and scores of other people
engaged in their own business to somehow
manage square meal a day. Since their miniscule
transactions have, obviously, been always in cash,
most of them did not survive demonetization and
joined the vast ranks of the unemployed or
proletariat. Over 50 lakh lost their job due to
demonetization according to a report. The nasty
demonetization was quickly followed by the
dreaded GST. Beating of drum at 12 pm in the
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night of 30th June 2017 to introduce GST was a
mega befooling exercise, actually a death knell for
small business in our country. Most of the small
business is consumed by the big corporates which
was the real motive behind introduction of GST.
The petty ‘businessmen’ then had no- where to go
except accept stand at nearby labor chowk as
vendor of the only commodity left with them, their
labor power or simply increase the number of the
unemployed. The job of annihilation of the petty
bourgeois traders is complete by allowing 100%
FDI into the retail sector. The party that
hysterically opposed the introduction of FDI in
retail and forced the parliament not to function for
over a month, didn’t blink before introducing the
same act on the strength of its brute majority in
parliament. As per the ‘natural’ law of
development under capitalism nothing, eventually,
stays between bourgeoisie and the proletariat.
What to talk of the poor petty traders even the giant
corporates are falling apart only to leave fewer and
fewer to swell in size. The recipe to sell ‘pakodas’
was, therefore, suggested as a mockery of the
unemployed only after ensuring that, it is no more
possible.
3) Seasonal/ Concealed Unemployment
There are several industries which function in a
season and not round the year. For example, Sugar
Industry operates from November to April only. It
employs 2.86 lakh workers in our country. All
these employees who are counted as employed are
rendered jobless after the season i.e. May of every
year only to be recalled in November. They can
only be termed as 50% employed and most of them
do not get anything paid during the lean season.
According to The India Employment Report based
on NSSO survey and brought out by IMA, there
are more than 11 crore workers employed in
seasonal industries and are only partially
employed and never get documented as
unemployed. According to the same report there
are about 18 million (1.8 crore) workers, who,
although keep working at dhabas, restaurants,
household jobs, brick kilns and other several
industries, as they have to some -how survive but
get no fixed salary or any benefit available to
workers whatsoever. These about 2 crore lives are
virtually unemployed or only partially employed if
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we measure it technically. This report reveals one
very significant truth. Let us quote that line,
“Employment, itself, has stagnated in 2010
decade, moving from 467 million in 2011-12 to
462.5 million in 2015-16.” Another painful aspect
of the concealed unemployment is witnessed when
recruitment of even temporary peon takes place.
For vacancies of 368 peons there were 23 lakh
applicants most of which were post graduates,
engineers, PhD holders.
What a shameful
spectacle it is!! Even the PhD holders and
Engineers are queuing up to get job under
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Scheme these days.
4) Deadly pandemic and mindless lockdown
devastated employment
Industries, already, running at a fraction of their
production capacities were subjected to forced
lockdown without any planning whatsoever. It was
death knell to the crores of workers and millions
of production units. Unspeakable sufferings reined
over crores of migrant workers for months
together. As per CMIE data, over 12.2 crore jobs
are lost because of lock down. It is now easy to
count employed persons than the unemployed
ones.

5) Jobless Growth
The hard and cruel reality is that there is no growth
since 2007 when a deeply crisis ridden economy
faced another crisis. It’s no more a cyclic crisis
which is embedded in the very nature of
capitalism, it is now a terminal crisis which will
now go along with capitalism to its grave. No
market remains to be explored anywhere in the
world, nothing is left to colonize anymore and to
fleece. There is absolutely no chance of market
expansion unless there is social ownership over
social production and production is driven by the
social needs and not to satiate the lust of profit of
a shark corporate. Whatever ‘growth’ of 4-5% is
shown is result of jugglery of data is, actually, due
to speculation in share market. Along with
capitalist crisis, jobless growth too has become
systemic now. A report published in The
Economic Times dated 31.01.2019 makes an
interesting reading in this regards. We are quoting,
“Two, the government of Narendra Modi has been
exceptionally cagey about this (unemployment)
number: jobs, or the lack thereof, is a political hot
potato. The regime has gone to great lengths to
hide these figures from voters. Things boiled over
Monday, when acting chairman P.C. Mohanan and
J. V. Meenakshi of the Delhi School of
Economics, quit India’s National Statistical
Commission (NSC) the apex number collecting
and analysis department in India, alleging repeated
sarkari intervention in its functioning.” Such is the
state of affairs of the working of the present regime
who will be known for its legendary data fudging
capabilities.
6) 46 PSUs are on Sale/ White Collar job will
wither away Wholesale
Out of total 270 Public Sector Undertakings in our
country, 46 PSUs including Bharat Petroleum are
put on sale this year itself. This mega sale of the
valuable public assets would have been completed
by now but the virus hindered the process. This
report though needs updation as these figures
pertain to the pre-Corona times when the economy
was ‘throbbing’. Now, when the economy is
officially on dialysis and when even the reserve
from RBI is extorted and consumed, number of
PSUs under the hammer is going to go up from 46.

THE TRUTH / Issue 3 / July 2020

26

Those who are going to come under the axe now
would be white collared, necktie clad,
‘aristocratic’ workers enjoying safe, secured, high
paying cozy jobs. Those who don’t like to be seen
with the sweat smelling proletariat. Capitalism is
no more in a position to care likes and dislikes of
anyone for that matter. One who sales one’s labor
power for a wage is a wage slave, a labor. It is
pertinent to mention here that government’s
decision, to merge Public Sector Banks into 5 large
banks which is almost implemented, is going to
reduce staff strength by 25%, means about 3 lakh
jobs will disappear. These PSUs which are now
being doled out for a song are built by the sweat
and money of the people of India. Money used to
build these PSUs is extracted by levying exorbitant
taxes from crores of hungry people of the country.
Some vocal liberals, the ‘Khan Market Type’
people think that only the rich and the middle class
pay the taxes. This is a myth built on prejudices
and apathy towards the poor and needs to be
exploded. Each and every item that is consumed
by the poor from morning to evening like; tea,
biscuit, sugar, gas, flour, dal, rice, oil, cloth, soap,
bidi, match box has 18% GST included in the cost.
Even the wood consumed in funeral pyre has 18%
GST included in the cost. One has to pay tax even
after death. Since the poor are 90% of the
population, their share to the Indirect Tax is higher
than the rich. Share of direct taxes (Income tax,
wealth tax etc.) is only 35% in the total tax
collection and 65% is Indirect Tax (GST).
Moreover, true to its class character, government
is reducing rate of direct taxes and increasing the
indirect taxes which means burden on the rich is
being eased while it is increased on the poor. This
self- eulogized national government of NDA had
created a separate Disinvestment Ministry in its
first avtar and now this has become a very busy
ministry as more and more disinvestment
proposals are processed without caring a hoot
about its impact on the employment front. The
government that grabbed the power promising 2
crore jobs every year has actually snatched jobs
from 10 crore people.
7) Stop Extortion from the Unemployed
Thanks to one reputed TV reporter Ravish Kumar
for conducting series of programs on condition of
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unemployed, the nation could know how the
destitute jobless youth are being hoodwinked,
harassed and fleeced mercilessly by the
recruitment boards. Modus Operandi is like this.
Advertise for a job for say 50000 vacancies. At
least 5 crores will apply. Charge an application fee
of Rs.500 per form and an amount of Rs.2500
crore will be collected. First, keep postponing the
exam for 2-3 years, then conduct exam and keep
the result waiting for another 2-3 years. Someone,
then, moves the court and the whole process gets
held up for ages. It’s not only the money that is
extorted but also the trauma for which the youth is
subjected to, vitiates their thinking, diverts them
from the path of struggle into the blind alley of
frustration and depression as they keep waiting for
their job till eternity. This is a dangerous method
of playing with the tender emotions of the youth
who are already distressed. These are not stray
incidents but a distinct pattern is evident. It
happens with very recruitment ‘drive’ in UP
without fail. Earlier thousands of girls got
‘recruited’ as police constables, remained in that
stage for years and now over 69000 youth who
possess degrees required for a teacher were
declared ‘selected’. Court intervention, then, with
held the process as usually and none of them could
find a job. Exactly similar is the working of Indian
Railways and all other recruitment boards. Indian
Railways have, in fact, played with the lives of as
many as 3.67 crore by keeping them waiting till
eternity for their recruitment letters. These
recruitment boards themselves are lying defunct
and their own employees are not paid at all or get
salary because of such criminal dishonesty with
the youth of the nation. Had there been a
responsible government even in bourgeois
parameters these acts should have been thoroughly
investigated and guilty should have been punished
most severely.
8) Stress, Frustration, Depression, Lunatics,
Suicides, Alcoholism, Drug addictions &
Heinous crimes are triggered by mass
unemployment
This bloody system has made youth forget LOVE
and prefer DEATH. Not a day passes when we do
not hear the heart wrenching tales of the youth
committing suicides. Extreme individualistic
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thinking, rabid consumerism, lusty aggressive
onslaught of ads of consumer goods targeting
youth, no hope visible even in distant future, no
ideals, complete alienation, indifference and
absolutely no concern with society; these are the
traits of the present bourgeois culture. This phase
of decaying capitalism drowned in unsolvable
crisis has nothing to offer except this. It’s not that
only the so called poor or average students are in
depression. According to a RTI query published in
The Hindu, as many as 27 students committed
suicides in IITs during last 5 years. According to
another report published in The Hindu dated
29.01.2020, on an average 28 students commit
suicides daily in our country. “I graduated from
New York University in 2011 full of hope-and also
with a good chunk of student loan debt. At the
time, I owed $68000 despite having made
payments on my undergrad loans for the five years
prior. A year later, that hope dissipated and I was
in full -fledged depressive episode. I ended up in
Portland, Oregon, after my dreams of getting a
full- time job in the arts in New York City didn’t
pan out…This was not exactly how I envisioned
my life with a Master’s degree from my “dream
school”…I felt a mixture of shame, guilt,
depression and all- consuming anxiety” reads one
suicide note, in USA, the Mecca of Capitalism.
Such suicide notes have become so common over
there. Over 200 million people suffer from
depression in our country, can you believe? It is
over 15% of the total population. Acute stress to
migrant workers during lockdown led 300 workers
commit suicide, although these are official figures
and reality is far more serious and grave.
Appalling tales of families unable to cope with
financial losses owing to job loss or collapse of
business, committing suicides have become
routine and the coming period looks still grim.
9) “Employment to All”, unleashing nation wide protracted mass movement, is the only
course left
Unprecedented unemployment, unfortunately, did
not trigger unprecedented mass anger as a natural
effect and no noise is heard of any mass movement
till date at least. But it is only the restrictions on
the movement due to repeated lockdowns and
increasing danger and scary spread of the Covid-
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19 infection that is stopping that. It is bound to
happen sooner or later as there is no option left.
The huge army of the unemployed is restless and
rearing to fight. Political activists have to rise to
occasion. Stakes are huge. It is a question of life
and death to over 500 million people. Strong
waves of nation- wide joint democratic mass
movements have to be unleashed without losing
time. Youth have to be saved from becoming foot
soldiers of the fascists. Mass awakening has to
take place on two demands:
Give employment to all or pay Rs. 15000/month
as unemployment allowance!

Situation like present is never witnessed before.
Post- Corona world will not be the same, this is for
sure. The rulers also are aware of that and the dark
clouds of war are already looming large.
Revolutionary forces cannot afford to let the
reactionary forces take over as that will certainly
take the whole world to still darker alleys of
Fascism, may be worse than what happened in the
thirties of the last decade. Reactionary juggernaut
has to be defeated decisively and irrevocably, once
and for all. Dedicating his renowned work,
“Position of Working Class in England” to
workers of England, the great leader of world
proletariat, Frederic Engels writes, “Go on then, as
you have done hitherto. Much remains to be
undergone; be firm, be undaunted- your success is
certain, and no step, you will have to take in your
onward march will be lost to our common cause,
the cause of Humanity!”
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JOINT APPEAL OF COMMUNIST REVOLUTIONARY AND REVOLUTIONARY LEFT FORCES

MAKE 3 JULY ALL INDIA PROTEST,
A DAY OF RESISTANCE AGAINST MODI RULE!
RD

[Joint Appeal to Make the 3rd July Protest Day,
a day of resistance against Modi rule, already
signed by CPI(ML) Red Star, CPI(ML) PRC,
UCCRI(ML) Kishen and All India Workers
Council is given below. The State Committees
and the class/mass organizations and People’s
Movements in which comrades of these
organizations are active have already issued
statements, wherever possible joining with likeminded organizations, calling for making 3rd
July a day of mighty resistance against the
Corporate fascist Modi rule. We appeal to all
Communist Revolutionary and Revolutionary
Left forces to sign the Joint Call.]
Compatriots, Friends and Comrades,
Our country and people are in an extremely critical
situation after six years of corporate fascist rule by
Modi government. Especially its approach to
containing the ever intensifying threat from the
Covid19 pandemic, the economic policies
beginning with De-monetization deepening the
neoliberal dependency, and the handling of the
relations with neighbors with whom India had long
standing good relations and the border disputes
with China resulting in a prolonged standoff in
Ladakh, with all armed forces in full alert, have
made the crisis more acute.
Still unconcerned with the severe impoverishment
of the masses, it is going ahead with the
neoliberal/corporate policies. Its refusal to follow
the advice of WHO and experts in our country to
plan a health emergency approach, and seeing
lockdown as the panacea to contain the Covid19
pandemic has led to it reaching alarming levels,
with the number of Covid patients reaching five
lakhs and dead reaching 15, 000. Still, it has no
plans to contain it. As the lockdown itself was
announced abruptly along with the stopping of
train services , flights and inter-state buses, tens of
millions of migrant workers and others employed
in the urban areas were caught unawares, jobless
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and shelter-less, thrown in to temporary shelters,
without basic facilities and often starving,
compelled to walk back thousands of kms, with
more people dying at that phase due to this misery
than for Covid19. Still tens of thousands of them
are stranded at many centers. The migrant workers
abroad, mainly the 4.5 lakhs of jobless, starving,
sick workers in Gulf countries who want to return
but not having money to purchase tickets, are in
acute distress; even after smaller countries like
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Pakistan etc. have
repatriated their workers, Modi govt is going slow
on this. At the same time, as all factories, shops
and other work places are closed, crores of
workers are jobless, and many families starving.
Though Modi govt declared many incentive
packages to corporate and elite sections, still very
little is done for relief to the masses.
Meanwhile, all the hard-earned rights of the
working class and peasantry are taken away.
Under the cover of Covid there is a planned move
to make them bonded labor, with 12-hour
workday, absolutely no guarantee for job, cut in
wages etc. The whole burden of the economic
crisis, intensified during the pandemic, is thrown
to their backs. If the agricultural workers, the
landless and poor peasants are in dire condition,
even sections of the middle peasants also.
Including the rural and urban poor as a whole, vast
majority of the masses are jobless, impoverished
and are under the threat of spreading Covid19.
At the same time, right from the beginning the
Modi government intensified its Hindutva
offensive, spreading Islamophobia. After coming
to power for a second time a year back, Modi-Shah
rule has further intensified the Hindutva offensive
saffronizing every walks of life and the state
apparatus, media and even the judiciary. Along
with the Muslim masses, the dalits and adivasis are
also under increasing attacks. RSS parivar wants
to snatch away even their right to reservations.
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While lakhs of adivasis are thrown out of their
habitats in the name of neoliberal projects, they
and the dalits are left landless and shelter-less in
great numbers. Those who migrated to cities are
rotting in the proliferating slums.
It is at this time, the border standoff with China has
led to military mobilization on both sides of the
boundary, exposing the hollowness of the
personalized diplomacy Modi was trying to pursue
with Chinese president Xi. Unlike what happened
in 1962, while India under Modi is trying to
develop its strategic partnership with US
imperialism as its junior partner, China as an
imperialist power contending with US for world
hegemony has its own designs on the border
region. Only by coming to a settlement of the
nearly 4000 kms of the boundary and marking it
on the ground, peace can be achieved. But the
present policy will only lead to more standoffs,
forcing further hike in military expenditure which
will pauperize the masses more.
On the whole, after six years of Modi government,
India is in acute economic and socio-cultural,
political crisis, with the polity getting fascistized
fast, and getting alienated from its neighbors. The
whole burden of the consequences of these
policies have come over the people. India is in its
gravest situation.
So, the alternative before the working class, the
peasantry, all other toiling and oppressed masses
including the dalits, Adivasis, minorities including
Muslims and others, women is to come out on the
streets and challenge this neo-fascist anti-people
rule. We appeal to all communist revolutionary
forces to close their ranks and unite, the working
class to get prepared to take up their historic role,
the peasantry and all other oppressed classes and
sections to come together in massive militant
protest against the corporate fascist Modi
government on 3rd July all over India, with the
determination to resist and defeat the corporate
fascist aggression, to seize back and expand our
rights.
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Our slogans; Our demands:
1) Stop Warmongering and Jingoism; Settle
border disputes peacefully through bi-lateral
discussions! No more border wars!
2) Bring all private hospitals under control of
state, UT governments till Covid is contained;
3) Provide economic package of at least 5% of the
GDP for immediate medical expenses and
payment of enhanced wages/allowances to all
medical/para- medical staff;
4) As Covid is spreading fast, ensure free Covid
testing and treatment along with sufficient
quarantine facilities.
5) Provide free monthly ration of 45kgs food
grains to all families;
6) Provide Rs.10,000 monthly allowance for six
months from 1st June to all jobless,
unemployed and all needy people;
7) Restore all basic rights of working class;
Cancel all orders like 12 hour working day, cut
in wages etc.; Provide employment for all; or
unemployment allowances to all jobless.
8) Provide trains to take the migrant workers still
stranded at many places to their native places;
Bring back all jobless workers abroad,
especially about 4.6 lakh in Gulf countries
urgently at government’s expense.
9) Provide work for all needy, at least 200 days
yearly, with Rs 500 per day under MNREGA.
Start Urban Employment Guarantee Scheme;
10) Withdraw all ordinances including the three for
further corporatization of agriculture, selling
national assets, privatization of core sectors
etc. Issued using Covid19 as a cover;
11) Withdraw CAA, and cancel NPR/ NRC based
on CAA.
12) Withdraw UAPA; Release all political
prisoners including anti-CAA activists; stop
launching FIRs against journalists, democrats
etc. who are standing for democracy.
Red Salute,
1)
2)
3)
4)

Central Committee, CPI (ML) Red Star
Central Committee, CPI (ML) PRC
Central Committee, UCCRI (ML) Kishen
Central Committee, All India Workers’
Council
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BRUTAL CUSTODIAL KILLINGS IN TAMIL NADU
EXPOSING A STRUCTURAL PROBLEM
The brutal custodial torture, sexual violence and
killings of P Jayaraj and his son Fenix on 23rd June
in Tuticorin, Tamil Nadu after they were arrested
for allegedly keeping their cellphone shop open in
violation of lockdown rules, has once again
exposed the real picture of tyrannical powers
vested in the police institution with no
accountability whatsoever and has reaffirmed the
fears surrounding police raj.
But this incident is just the tip of the iceberg. It is
imperative to understand that the numerous
custodial deaths over the years are products of a
structural problem of apathy and complete
disregard for human lives embedded in the
capitalist state machinery, which is sustained and
strengthened for the sheer reason of leashing the
toiling and common masses.
Also, more than 2,000 human rights violations
cases were recorded against the police between
2000-2018, in which only 344 policemen were
convicted.
Source: National Crime Records Bureau
Note: No Records available for 2012, 2016, 2019

REPORTED CUSTODIAL DEATHS OF PERSONS

67
38
57
40
25
25
29
21
32
30
42
24

Not Remanded
to Police
Custody by
Court (b)
61
51
61
61
59
45
75
97
61
67
58
46

During production/
proceedings in court
or Journey during
Investigation (c)
15
14
23
19
18
12
19
15
-

430

742

135

YEARS

Remanded to
Police Custody
by Court (a)

2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2013
2014
2015
2017
2018

TOTAL
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TOTAL
CUSTODIAL POLICEMEN
DEATHS CONVICTED
(a+b+c)
143
103
141
120
102
82
123
133
93
97
100
70

12
21
0
0
4
3
0
1
0
0
0
0

1307
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TREADING THE DEPLORABLE PATH OF PRIVATISATION
PM LAUNCHES THE AUCTION OF 41 COAL BLOCKS FOR COMMERCIAL MINING
A Priya
Coronavirus pandemic wreaked havoc on the
entire mankind and has seriously challenged the
status quo. With this unparalleled situation, came
to surface the flaws and rot in the current system.
Amidst the chaos, it brought with itself great
prospects for mass upheavals, but also an
opportunity for the capitalists to pedal their
agenda. And without missing a chance, on 18th
June 2020, Modi government announced the
auction of 41 coal blocks for commercial mining.
With this the private companies can own coal
blocks with no end-use restrictions, i.e., coal or
other minerals can be mined and used as raw
material for their own industries or as a power
source or can be simply sold in the market or
exported.
Privatisation was slowly and steadily being
injected into the coal sector as soon as the Modi
government rose to power; specifically since 2015
with the enactment of Coal Mines (Special
Provisions) Act, which enabled the coal blocks to
be allocated through auction to private players but
the coal could only be put to use in their own
industry as raw material or for power generation.
Due to this end-use restriction, known as captive
mining, the government couldn’t lure the private
players to invest in this sector. In 2018, it was
taken a step further with the repealing of Coking
Coal Mines (Nationalization) Act, 1972 and the
Coal Mines (Nationalization) Act, 1973. With this,
private sector firms were allowed to sell up to 25
per cent of the output in the market, but this also
saw a lukewarm response from the private sector.
Even after allowing 100% FDI in the coal sector,
not many foreign companies got interested, mainly
due to the lengthy bureaucratic procedures and
long list of statutory approvals. So, to please their
masters, the Modi government decided to end all
restrictions related to end use and make the
procedure ever so simple to ease the process of
loot and plunder of our resources by the big
capitalists.
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Narendra Modi, in his address to the private
companies, did not shy away from bending over
backwards to entice them. His entire address can
be summed up in his own words that, “if you take
two steps forward, I’ll take four.” And that’s
exactly what he’s planning to do. The criteria
requirement for placing a bid has been completely
abolished. Now, with 100% FDI and no entrance
criteria requirements, any foreign or Indian private
company, with no prior mining experience
whatsoever, may participate in the auctions by just
making an upfront payment. Also, the coal
ministry has said that they’ll help the companies
get statutory approvals like environment, etc. This
undoubtedly means that the government is
relieving the companies of even a modicum of
responsibility regarding the environment, the
natural resources and the people living in that area.
It virtually becomes a license to trample the human
lives and biodiversity of that region to satisfy their
thirst for profits. The government’s priorities are
abundantly reflected in the fact that in such trying
times, where a huge population is facing untold
miseries related to unemployment, starvation,
malnutrition among others due to deepened
economic crisis, the government has promised to
spend ₹50,000 crore to create the infrastructure
required for coal mining and transport to ‘aid’ the
private players. And to add to that the Prime
Minister has assured the companies that if they
invest in the coal sector, “they don’t need to worry
about the finance”, meaning the government
would sufficiently provide easy loans to these
corporates. It goes beyond saying that when the
inexperienced companies entering the sector,
thanks to the scraping away of almost all the entrylevel criteria requirements, would start piling up
losses resulting in the loans going bad, the burden
of this will also fall on the common folks in terms
of increased taxes and raised fees of essential
services such as healthcare, education, etc.
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But the load of burden doesn’t limit itself to that.
Mr. Modi also enumerated some “benefits” that
the people can expect due to the emergence of
private companies. Firstly, he mentioned the
numerous employment opportunities and creation
of jobs for the people. But really though? Private
mines run by private players and thrive on profit.
They create jobs as an obligation but to fulfill their
agenda and have no responsibility whatsoever
regarding their workers or employees. With the
employment of heavy machinery, they would
make no late in firing their old employees, let
alone adding more in the work force. The prime
minister's statement alluring the unemployed
youth and workers is just another Jumla. Also, we
have witnessed large scale layoffs and
continuously deteriorating working conditions at
the hands of private employers. Be it railways,
banking or any other sector, privatisation has
brought with itself a reduction in permanent jobs
and a shift towards the contractual labour system,
which enables the company to tap onto the cheap
labour available in underdeveloped rural and tribal
areas. The employers benefit from the helplessness
and cut-throat competition rampant among the
growing army of unemployed youths of the
country, ready to work for meagre wages and no
other benefits in their struggle to survive.

reality, the lives of the native people would be
completely ruined. They’d be forced out of their
lands, their lives would be uprooted with little to
no compensation. The dissenting and protesting
voices will be stifled by blatant state repression.
The nearby lands would be left barren, the rivers
would become polluted and the people, after
losing all sources of livelihood, would be left at the
mercy of the big corporates.

Further in his address, he emphasised that with
increased production of coal, the dependent
sectors such as steel, electricity, etc. will benefit.
Surely at first, with increased competition among
the private players, the coal productivity may
increase and the prices may also go down. But the
competition between firms and the tendency of
capital to concentrate and centralise into fewer and
fewer hands will lead to a handful of firms
dominating the sector, as was seen in the
telecom/mobile sector. This monopoly or
oligopoly of firms will then determine the prices
and the dependent industries would be left with no
option other than to pay the high prices, whose
burden in turn will fall again on the shoulders of
the toiling masses and even the middle class
sections of the society.

Mr. Modi said that coal was one of the most
important pillars of the Indian economy and then
very slyly enumerated the benefits of uprooting
this pillar and handing it over to the private
players. He said that, “commercial mining will
free the coal sector from decades of lockdown”.
This is the usual state of affairs in a society run by
capitalists, driven by profit-motive only. First step
is to disinvest and demolish the PSUs and then,
point to the piled-up losses and label it a ‘sick
unit’. At the end, in the benevolent act of “saving”
that establishment, offer it to the corporates at
throw away prices. The process of ‘handing over’
the coal sector to the big bourgeoisie was being
carried out by the previous governments as well.
214 coal blocks were allocated to private players
during the 1993-2008 period resulting in a report
by CAG in March 2012 which accused the
government of ‘inefficient’ allocation of coal. The
Supreme Court took notice of this and in 2014

The Prime Minister also emphasised the increase
in prosperity and overall welfare of the residents
of the adjoining areas from the mines. But in
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quashed all the 214 allocations, ignoring several
pleas by the government and the capitalists. The
Supreme Court’s judgement noted that “...these
proceedings look to the future in that by
highlighting the wrong, it is expected that the
Government will not deal with the natural
resources that belong to the country as if they
belong to a few individuals who can fritter them
away at their sweet will.” What does this mean?
This clearly means that the then Supreme Court
discouraged and disallowed commercial mining
which serves the interest of only a handful of
individuals at the cost of the interest of the people
at large; that the resources of the country should be
extracted for the end-purpose set in the interest of
the country and not be handed over to the
capitalists who wish to devour our resources at
will.
But now the scenario has changed completely. We
have a fascist party at the helm, which has
efficiently hollowed all the democratic
institutions, have taken them over from within, and
is now implementing the exact policies which the
SC opposed in 2014. The judiciary and all other
institutions have been reduced to moot spectators,
with no nerve to stand against the anti-people
policies of the Executive body. Still, there are
some voices of dissent left. Representatives of 20
gram panchayats in Chhattisgarh have written to
the Prime Minister urging him to halt the coal
block auction and put a ban on mining in that area
citing the adverse effects on the culture and
livelihoods of people living there. Meanwhile,
Chhattisgarh government has also opposed the
commercial auction process initiated by the central
government given its damaging effect on the
environment and biodiversity. Jharkhand, India’s
biggest coal-producing state had already sought a
deferment of the auction, and has now challenged
the government’s decision to issue the commercial
mining tender in the Supreme Court.
Coronavirus came with its own list of dos and
don'ts. It exposed the capitalist system and showed
the world how not to handle a pandemic. And the
first lesson was to discourage privatisation and
strengthen the public welfare system. The
countries with world-class privatised healthcare
systems crumbled to dust under the weight of
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increasing covid-19 cases. The “safe” capitalist
havens came crashing to the ground and now lakhs
and lakhs of people are dying. Countries are
running out of spaces to bury the dead. Why did
the so called prosperous and developed countries
fail to save its people? Because their healthcare
systems were never meant to save people. They
were made to earn profit. Back at home, we
witnessed that the burden of increasing cases
finally fell on the weakened shoulders of the
government hospitals. No matter how dilapidated
they were, they got no help from their private
counterparts, which shut their doors as soon as
chips were down. The sheer basis of a system
based on profit is either completely anti-people or
at the very least oblivious to the needs of the
masses. The capitalists feed off of people’s
vulnerability and helplessness and use it to amass
more and more wealth.
Modi Government has wreaked the most severe
attack on coal sector workers in history. Though
CIL said in its statement that commercial
mining “would not unsettle” them, it is not hard
to guess that amidst the fierce cut-throat
competition among the private companies
which possess at their disposal latest
technology, cheap contractual labour and even
the government’s support, Coal India Limited
would have a hard time even ensuring its
survival, let alone maintaining the same levels
of profit. And as the company’s profit starts to
fall, the brunt of it will be faced by the workers.
This may result in arrears of wages and
suspension of other benefits for the permanent
workers. The working hours may increase to
match the increased production demands of the
competitive market. The workers may lose
their PF, pension and other rights owing to the
anti-worker policy of hire & fire and FTE
(Fixed Term Employment). The dependents,
who received jobs as compensation, of workers
who died or were rendered unfit for work due
to accidental deaths may also risk losing their
jobs. The changes in labour laws with respect to
the minimum wage, right to form unions, right
to strike, etc. may also aid in making their lives
miserable and snatching away their bargaining
power.
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To combat this, the workers need to come out of
their comfort zones and unite against such
atrocious acts of the government. It is important to
note that the workers’ unions in the coal sector
have called for a 3-day strike from July 2nd against
the auction of coal blocks for commercial mining
purposes. It is good to hear that they have rejected
an invitation from the central government for a
'talk' in lieu of the postponement of the strike.
Other major demands include stopping of the
separation of consultancy firm CMPDIL from
Coal India, ensuring payment of high-power
committee wages to contractor workers and
increasing the ceiling of gratuity from ₹10 lakh to
₹20 lakh to all workers retired between 1st January
2017 to 28th March 2018, at par with executives.
Central Trade Unions have also extended their
support with this call. At the first glance, it is
abundantly visible that the demands are narrow
and do not attack the most anti-worker policy of
the State, such as abolishing all the labour codes,
which may threaten the very existence of these
trade unions. Secondly, the central trade unions
seem to be in no mood of coming out of the
ritualistic practices of calling two or three days’
strike, with no future plan of action regarding the
raised demands. Strikes are a potent weapon in the
hands of the working class. With this, the workers
have the power to pressurize the management into
giving up and getting their demands accepted. But
this potent weapon has been diluted and reduced
to a mere event that has trailed far from its actual
purpose. And thus, the management/government
take them for granted. We may hope this will
change now.

last breath, or perish away anyhow. The current
dynamic situation requires a devoted working
class epicenter which can build the movement of
the working class against the most oppressive and
shrewd capitalist class, which can present to them
a set of demands which has the immediate struggle
for economic benefits intertwined with the long
term struggle of the working class to completely
destroy the system of oppression and plunder, and
building on its ashes the new world order based on
true justice, harmony and brotherhood of man.
Without this, let us all be sure that there will be no
let up in the attacks of the bourgeoisie.

WHILE STATUES OF SLAVE OWNERS AND
RACISTS FALL ACROSS THE WORLD,
LENIN’S STATUE RISES IN GERMANY
A new statue of Vladimir Lenin was erected in
the western German city of Gelsenkirchen on
20th June 2020.
The statue is the first monument to Lenin ever
in West Germany and the first in Germany since
the fall of German Democratic Republic in 1989.

It is fast becoming a deciding point for the
organized working class of India, too, that whether
they want to continue with the old practice of trade
unions of effigy burning, sloganeering and a 2-3
day strike call limited to “call” sake and
simultaneously do away with all the previously
won rights, or strive to achieve real working class
unity in order to launch a do or die sort of struggle
against the anti-worker policy of privatisation,
commercial mining, abolition of labour laws and
other anti-worker reforms. The trade unions, also,
need to shed the muck of ages and prepare
themselves to fight against the fascist State till its
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GROUND REPORT
UNITED STRUGGLE OF WORKERS AND STUDENTS
NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY, DELHI

OF
Ekta

After a relentless struggle of 163 days, Delhi Government orders reinstatement of workers.
Still, University Administration refuses to immediately implement the order and calls police
on workers and students who went to University asking for implementation.
Despite police detention (later released) and threat of FIR, the 6-month long struggle
continues unabated.

The sanitation workers of National Law
University Delhi (NLUD), who were removed
from work without any proper notice, have been
leading a relentless struggle for reinstatement
since 4th January along with the students. It started
when these workers, working in the University
under contract system since as long as the last 12
years (since the University’s inception) were
suddenly asked to not to report on duty the next
day since the contractor had been changed and the
new contractor would now employ his own set of
new workers. No notice was served to them either
by the contractor or the University, which is the
principal employer even under the contract
system.
These were the same workers, based on whose
hard labour the University bagged the 3rd place in
the nationwide Swachh Campus Rankings. While

THE TRUTH / Issue 3 / July 2020

the University never stopped boasting about this
achievement, which is advertised to this date on
the University’s website, the workers solely
responsible for it were thrown out of the
University gates the same month.

BACKGROUND
Since 2008, two contracts, one for sanitation work
and the other for security guards, were active in
NLUD. A total of around 100 workers and guards
were employed since the last 12 years under these
two contracts. To give a picture of the conditions
of these contracts, it is pertinent to state that they
even prohibited the workers to unionize, which is
a clear violation of their fundamental rights. It
would have been amusing to describe such an
incident of non-observance of labour laws in a
LAW University, had such a case of violation of
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constitutional laws been an isolated incident and
not the prevalent status quo in our constitutional
democracy.
Even before the removal of workers, the
University
Administration
had
initiated
implementing its divisive tactics. It terminated the
contract of security guards first in November and,
after a month, the sanitation work contract was
then terminated, in order to divide the removed
University’s workers. Additionally, the first
termination was at a time when the students’
semester exams were about to happen, and the
second, when the students had vacated their
campuses and went back to their hometowns due
to semester holidays.
However, despite all divisive tactics, the sanitation
workers ultimately decided to unite and struggle
for their reinstatement in the University. Their
appeal for support was heeded by the few students
who were present on campus for their research
work or internships. Thus, the united workersstudents struggle commenced, which not only
painted the hitherto apolitical campus with a
progressive colour, but also gave a platform for the
students to raise their voices against glaring
injustices meted out to the workers. Consequently,
on 4th January 2020, the workers and students
staged a protest demonstration at the University
gate which marked the beginning of the struggle.

and students by threatening to detain and lodge
FIR against them. In addition, the students were
personally warned by the Administration of
proctorial action being initiated against them for
indiscipline and misconduct. However, such act of
warning by the administration was met with
overwhelming condemnation from the student
body through collective solidarity mails. Despite
such threats, the workers and students kept the
struggle going forward uncompromisingly.
Subsequently, a decision to form a collective of
students, for steering the struggle in coordination
with the workers, was arrived at which led to the
formation
of
‘NLUD
Workers-Students
Solidarity’. After a month of the protests, in
February, all the students returned back to campus
on account of the commencement of the new
semester which gave a boost to the struggle.

Workers and Students sit-in outside the Labour
Minister’s Camp Office

THE STRUGGLE BEGINS
In the initial days, the University Administration
called the police which intimidated the workers
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On 10th February, a night protest demonstration
was staged outside the University gate in which
more than 150 students participated in solidarity
with the struggle of their fellow workers, and stood
there even after midnight, shouting slogans and
singing songs to keep the fire of student-worker
solidarity burning even in the chilling winter night.
Such a strong united response from the student
body and an unprecedented display of studentworker unity, along with active media coverage,
gave a spirited boost to the struggle.
Since the commencement of the struggle, the
workers had voiced their demand of reinstatement
before the Labour Minister of Delhi, since NLU
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Delhi was a state government-funded University,
asking him to intervene in the matter. After
numerous failed yet persistent efforts including
gathering collectively at the Labour Minister’s
residence, cognizance of the matter was finally
taken by him and on 14th February, a meeting of
the workers’ and students’ representatives was
held with the Minister. Consequently, a factual
report on the matter was asked by the Delhi Labour
Ministry from the University. Despite the
submission of the report, the matter was stalled by
the Ministry on account of the heinous pogrom in
North-East Delhi in February.
However, as a result of the unrelenting courage
and continuous efforts of the workers and students,
on 13th March, a meeting of the workers’, students’
and University administration’s representatives
was called by the Labour Ministry of Delhi that
was presided by the Officer on Special Duty, in
which the Administration was directed to reinstate
all removed workers under the existing contract,
and cancel the new contract if it’s unfit for
reinstatement. A final meeting with the Labour
Minister to ratify these directions and bring them
in written form was due just when the nationwide
Lockdown got implemented suddenly on account
of the Covid19 pandemic. This led to an indefinite
postponement of the final meeting and despite the
presence of a favourable direction from the Labour
Ministry, the University refused to implement it
giving the excuse of the directions not being in
written form.

BRAVING UNEMPLOYMENT,
LOCKDOWN

POVERTY

AND

Three months of unemployment, coupled with
daily protest demonstrations at University gate,
assembling at Labour Minister’s residence,
visiting labour office, paying house rent,
children’s tuition fees among other essentials had
depleted the already meagre savings they had. It
was in this situation that the lockdown was
implemented all of a sudden. Where on the one
hand, the rich were hoarding enormous amounts of
ration, the workers didn’t have enough money to
afford ration even for a week. The lockdown
proved to be another devastating blow to them
after unemployment.
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As a result, the workers failed to pay rent and
children’s fees, buy ration and essentials, and on
some days, even skipped meals to make the limited
ration last longer. Some of them started
considering the option of migrating back to their
villages. Poverty even led to the death of a family
member of a worker who not only couldn’t afford
proper healthcare, but also didn’t have enough
money to arrange for the last rites of the deceased.
In such dire conditions, the students unitedly,
through fund drives and appeals, arranged funds
and ration for the workers and their families, and
again, as a result of workers-students unity, the
struggle was kept alive even in the most dreadful
circumstances.

Workers’ and Students sit-in outside Labour
Minister’s residence on a winter night

THE STRUGGLE IS VICTORIOUS
In May, the workers and students raised the
demand before the Labour Ministry to publish the
directions, given by it in the 13th March meeting,
in written form. After unceasing efforts involving
both students and workers physically approaching
Delhi’s Labour Minister’s residence numerous
times and innumerous memorandums, calls,
messages, and emails, the Labour Minister finally
called a meeting, presided by himself, of the
workers’,
students’,
administration’s
representatives and the new contractor. The
meeting took place on 15th May, which was the
163rd Day of the struggle.
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In a victory to the struggling workers and students,
the Administration was finally directed by the
Ministry to cancel the new exploitative contract
and reinstate all workers, under direct payment
until retendering process. Such order in written
form was also released by the Ministry on 17th
June. Congratulatory messages poured in from all
corners after the victory to this 6-month long
struggle, which also caught media’s attention. In
addition to reaffirming the strength of workers’
unity, this struggle sets an example of the
indestructible strength that the unity of workers
and students possesses. This struggle manifests the
need for the students, youth and other sections of
the society to merge the fight for their rights and
against injustice with the struggle of the working
class.

Workers’ and Students after the meeting with Delhi
Labour Minister in which order of reinstatement of
workers was given (15 June 2020)

UNITEDLY FACING NEW CHALLENGES
However, even after the written directions by the
Labour Ministry of Delhi, the University
Administration, yet again and as a delay tactic,
refused to immediately implement them citing
‘policy questions’ which would require due
procedure to be followed. In response to this, the
workers along with one student went to the
University on 19th June, with copies of the
directions in hand, to inquire about its
implementation. However, not only the
Administration refused to even meet them or let
any of them inside, it called the police to disperse
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the workers and students peacefully waiting to
have a word with the Administration while
following physical distancing norms. After
continuous intimidation, disrespect and threats to
the workers and student, the police finally detained
a worker and the student (both females) and made
them sit in a police vehicle with only male police
personnel. They were taken to Dwarka North PS
and their mobile phones were seized. After an hour
of intimidation and threats to lodge an FIR against
them, the police finally had to let them go without
an FIR after pressure was created from various
lawyers and activists coming up in solidarity.
However, they were warned of further action if
they were spotted near the University in the future.
Despite such anti-worker and anti-student actions
by the University Administration, and despite all
hardships, the struggling workers and students
have refused to move back even an inch and are
determined, more than ever, to take this struggle
forward. The courage and determination shown by
them has attracted overwhelming support from the
students, lawyers and the progressive voices in the
society. The Administration, undoubtedly restless
by this, has begun to offer hollow promises of
alternate employment to the workers, but, the
workers have collectively rejected any form of
charity from the Administration and are
determined to take this struggle for their rights
forward, terming it as “a fight not only for their
employment but for their dignity.”
This struggle while presenting a small example of
the immense strength rooted in the working class
and reaffirming the indestructible power of the
unity of the workers and students, has taught the
struggling workers and students the importance of
constant struggle in an unequal and unjust system.
The workers and students, standing together, are
resolute to take this struggle towards a successful
end.
(The writer is associated with ‘NLUD WorkersStudents Solidarity’, a student-worker collective
which is leading the struggle)
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CAPITALIST ‘JUSTICE’ AND WORKERS
In a country where industrialist Ansal brothers' prison sentence for murdering 59 people
in Uphar Cinema fire case was commuted on ground of old age, where no capitalist ever
gets punished for approximately 48 thousand deaths everywhere on workplaces and
courts sit even in night to hear bail applications of industrialists, 35 workers in
Ahmedabad have spent 36 days in prison just because they committed the heinous crime
of trying to meet their employers for arrangements for going home during lockdown as
they were not being paid and High Court had to be approached to get bail for them.
On May 18, 35 migrant workers in Gujarat’s
capital Ahmedabad were arrested for alleged
rioting, stone-pelting and vandalism. Their real
crime was demanding to be sent back home for
which nearly 100 workers demonstrated. Thirtyfive of them were held for being in violation of the
Epidemic Diseases Act, Disaster Management Act
and several sections Indian penal Code. They got
bail only on June 23 from High Court.
However, the Gujarat state has not withdrawn the
cases against them, and it is something the workers
will have to grapple with in future. Advocate Nirav
Mishra, who secured their bail, said the workers
may have been allowed to go back to their home
state, but they would have to remain present in
Ahmedabad when the trial begins. “It is okay if
they come back to Ahmedabad for work,” he said.
“But what if they get work in Mumbai tomorrow?
Or what if they decide to stay back in their village?
These are the legal technicalities, which will cause
a lot of problems if the state does not withdraw
prosecutions.”
The 35 arrested workers were among the many
constructing the new campus of the Indian
Institute of Management in Ahmedabad (IIM-A).
The IIM-A had given the contract of over Rs. 300
crores to build the campus to PSP Projects Ltd.
Both these institutions/organisations bear the
responsibility of the workers. Among PSP’s
portfolio are works like the sprawling BJP
headquarters in Delhi, development of Sabarmati
Riverfront in Ahmedabad, and renovation of
Gujarat Vidhansabha.
Anandvardhan Yagnik, a lawyer-activist based in
Ahmedabad, said that both IIM-A and PSP
Projects failed their workers, and that landed 35 of
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them in this situation. On May 19, a day after the
arrest of migrant workers, Yagnik sent a legal
notice to IIM-A as the principal employer of the
workers, the Chief Secretary of Gujarat, and three
other state functionaries for not making travel
arrangements for the workers. He alleged that IIMA and PSP Projects did not want the workers to go
back home "so that as soon as the restrictions are
eased out they can commence with the
construction work again, which is the violation of
the fundamental rights of migrant workers”. The
legal Notice said that IIM-A is in violation of
Interstate Migrant Workmen Act, 1979, Minimum
Wages Act, 1949 and human rights of the migrant
labourers.
In the notice, Yagnik said that 500 workers, who
hail from West Bengal and Jharkhand, while
toiling to construct IIM-A’s new campus, did not
get minimum wages before lockdown. Post
lockdown, the workers did not get any wages at all.
According to Section 14 and 15 of Interstate
Migrant Workmen Act, 1979, the notice said, there
is “statutory obligation and liability upon the
contractor first and principal employer to bear
repatriation, displacement and journey allowance
and send back the migrant workers to their parent
state”.
Section 13 of the same act says the workers should
be paid according to the Minimum Wages Act,
1948. Yagnik’s notice said that IIM-A and PSP
violated it, which does not only violate “the
Minimum Wages Act but also violates the InterState Migrant Workmen Act, 1979 and hence the
same is unconstitutional, being violative of
Articles 14, 19, 21 and 23 of the Constitution of
India.” All of these things that led to the
humiliation of workers for days after the
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lockdown, Yagnik said, caused the commotion on
May 18. “They wanted to meet IIM-A
management,” he said. “They weren’t allowed
inside the premises. Nobody paid attention to them
for weeks.”
The bail order of the Gujarat High Court notes that
Mishra, the lawyer hired by PSP, “has submitted
that in the lockdown, the applicants were without
any work, without any money and even without
any food and under these circumstances, they
wanted to go back to their home, which led to the
alleged untoward incident” on May 18. This is
precisely what Yagnik has alleged as well. In a
telephonic interview, Yagnik called it “forced
labour.” Yagnik said if a prestigious institute like
IIM-A gets away with this treatment of migrant
workers, it would set a bad example in front of the
entire country. “Sadly, violation of law is safer
than the compliance of the law,” he said.

“WE HAVE WON!” MEMORIAL
STAVROPOL, RUSSIA
The memorial mural, inaugurated in
Stavropol in May 2015, consists of 4,222
photos, of the soldiers who fought in the
Great Patriotic War (1941-45), arranged
to recreate the historical photo of hoisting
of the Red Flag over the Reichstag which
marked the victory of the Soviet Union over
Fascist Germany.

Though we have detailed only one case here, but
there were hundreds of such all over the country
during this lockdown amply demonstrating the
class character of the state machinery, including
judiciary.
(News Source: Newsclick, 23 June 2020)
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ON THE 75 ANNIVERSARY OF VICTORY OVER FASCISM
LESSONS FROM THE PAST AND THE WAY AHEAD
TH

A Priya
Someone has rightly said, “If we observed one
minute of silence for every USSR martyr of the 2nd
World War, the world would remain silent for
decades.” 75 years ago, the invasion of Hitler
Berlin by the Red Army and taking over of the
Reichstag marks the defeat of fascist forces in the
2nd World War. Under the leadership of comrade
Stalin, working class men and women fought the
most atrocious and treacherous war in human
history; a war against the kinds of Mussolini and
Hitler; a war against oppression and slavery; a war
against fascism. 27 million Soviet soldiers and
civilians from the USSR alone gave up their lives
for the victory of mankind. Georgi Dimitrov said
at the Seventh World Congress of the Communist
International in 1935 that, “Comrades, fascism in
power was correctly described by the Thirteenth
Plenum of the Executive Committee of the
Communist International as the open terrorist
dictatorship of the most reactionary, most
chauvinistic and most imperialist elements of
finance capital. … It is the organization of terrorist
vengeance against the working class and the
revolutionary section of the peasantry and
intelligentsia.” And rightly so, with the penetration
of finance capital in every last nook and cranny,
we can witness a rise of fascism or fascistic
tendencies in the political and social structure of
almost the entire world.
World capitalism is facing an acute and permanent
crisis. This crisis, resulting from the problem of
overproduction coupled with the inflow of
speculative capital in almost all the sectors, is
around since 2008 and is deepening with every
passing day. The wheel of profit is stuck and a
desperate bourgeoisie, which up until now acted
from behind the curtains of bourgeois democracy,
is being forced to come out of the veil in order to
continue the loot and plunder to ensure profit. This
shedding of facade can be seen in the dismantling
or hollowing of the democratic institutions and the
complete and utter disregard for human rights and
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values. Though it is true that a bourgeois
democracy in itself does not actually deliver the
rights promised to its downtrodden and needy and
the democratic institutions always stick up for the
bourgeoisie as opposed to siding justly with the
workers and toilers, still whatever fragments
remained are also being progressively
crushed.

A SHIFT IN THE GLOBAL POLITICAL SPECTRUM
Over the last few years there has been a gradual
shift from a kind of conservative liberal
government to a more autocratic and authoritative
form of government. From Jair Bolsonaro in
Brazil to Donald Trump in the USA, there has been
a sharp increase in xenophobia, islamophobia and
racism. These world leaders, the faithful servants
of finance capital, have adopted the policy of
jingoism or extreme nationalism and used it
blatantly to distract from the real issues of the
masses and curb any rising voice of dissent. The
impending and deepening global economic crisis
has led to an increase in an overall shift towards
the far-right ideology in the political spectrum,
especially across Europe. Alternative for Germany
(AfD), a far-right party which pushes for antiimmigration and Islamophobic policies became
the leader of opposition in Germany in 2017 and is
gaining popularity among the masses. In Spain, the
far-right Vox Party which advocates deportation
of illegal immigrants and repealing the laws
against gender violence is also gaining ground.
The anti-immigration Sweden Democrats (SD), a
party with its roots in neo-Nazism, won 18% votes
in 2018 Sweden general elections. Other countries
like Hungary, Finland, etc. are also seeing the
same pattern of a far-right swing.
During the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, countries
like USA and Brazil, experienced absolute apathy
and negligence on the part of these leaders towards
the containment of disease and safeguarding their
people, which resulted in an exponential increase
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in the number of overall cases and deaths.
Currently, they are leading the charts with the
highest number of cases and death toll. A huge
population of downtrodden and homeless people
are finding themselves orphaned by the State with
little to no affordable healthcare or even basic
amenities for its poor and needy masses. And to
add to that the rising voices of people against the
ignorant and careless government and its
insensitive neoliberal policies are being met with
state repression and violence. For instance, the
‘Black Lives Matter’ protests against police
brutality and racism have led to the arrest of more
than 10,000 protesters (data published on 8th June
2020) all across America.

INDIA’S CURRENT SCENARIO
In India, fascism and fascist ideology rose to
power in 2014 through parliamentary means.
Since then, the sudden spread of its roots and
branches as well as increase in length, breadth and
depth of its reactionary movement, though in low
intensity as compared to its 20thcentury
counterpart in Germany and Italy, is quite
appalling. It has led to an all-round regression in
every field. Their iron grip on society as well as on
state can be palpably felt everywhere and at every
step. Communalism and jingoism have been used
as and when required through their complete
control on mass media. Even the judiciary has
become vulnerable. A sharp decline in democratic
as well as moral and humanitarian values can be
easily witnessed everywhere.
The attack, which started at first against Muslims
the mostly, is now bringing the working class and
the toiling masses along with poor Dalits, poor
Adivasis, women, progressive intellectuals,
human right activists and communists at its focal
point. The Constitution is being brazenly invaded
from within as well as from outside, covertly as
well as overtly. Bourgeois democratic institutions
have been sabotaged and crippled. Democratic
rights are being badly undermined. Bourgeois
democracy as a whole is in peril. Though actual
democracy for the downtrodden never existed on
the ground in India, as is the case with any
bourgeois democracy in the world for it is always
tilted towards the propertied classes, yet now-a-
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days even its veneer is also disappearing quickly.
Democracy, even according to the standpoint of
bourgeoisie, stands badly threatened. It has been
taken over from within. What remains is an
external facade soiled and torn beyond
recognition.
The basis of democracy lies in the dissenting
voices and their right to criticize and question the
government and its policies. This basis is being
battered and bruised continuously. There is no
place left for dissenting voices, at least for those
that really matter. They are either stifled under
threats of administration or shut forever by the
Hindutva/fascist goons. The new phenomenon of
incarcerating these voices under fabricated
charges and sentencing them to the hellish realm
of excruciatingly slow Indian judicial process
under the draconian anti-terror laws is becoming
the new favorite tool for “managing” dissenters.
The diligently planned Delhi pogrom at the end of
February, leading to hundreds of FIRs which
became a blank cheque for the State to lodge false
charges against the anti-CAA protesters and leave
them to rot behind bars as a “punishment” for
going against the government, is the best example
of this phenomenon. Hundreds have been arrested
and yet other hundreds have been named in the
charge sheets; political & social activists, Muslim
youths, progressive intellectuals, communists,
basically anyone who dared to stand against the
oppressors.
With its second time ascent to power, the BJP
government has pushed even with greater force its
agenda of islamophobia and jingoism among the
masses. As the years went by, the narrative being
created with the help of RSS’s broad mass base
along with its heavily funded IT cells and media
channels, has gained ground. Now, the
government is using the same narrative to distract
the people from the real issues of the masses,
consisting
of
unemployment,
hunger,
homelessness, pauperism, malnutrition, etc.,
which multiplied exponentially during the threemonth long lockdown.
The ongoing Covid-19 pandemic has enabled and
also forced, given the deepening of economic
crisis amidst the lockdown and resultant
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unemployment, layoffs, etc., the fascist
government to implement extremely anti-worker
labour reforms in the guise of “reviving the
economy” and “turning this crisis into
opportunity”. Abolition of labour laws, increasing
the daily working hours limit from 8 to 12 hours,
curbing the right to strike and the right to form
unions, etc. are few of the many impending attacks
on the working class. Also, sectors untouched up
until now like coal, space, etc. have been faced
with rampant privatisation. The auction of 41 coal
blocks with no restrictions on end-use for
commercial mining to private players shows that
the government is ready to go to any length in
order to please its masters i.e., the big bourgeoisie
and bring them out of this crisis.
The judiciary, as mentioned above, has been taken
over from within and turned into moot spectator
who use their powers to justify and reiterate the
anti-people policies of the government. For
instance, on 23rdJune 2020 Punjab-Haryana High
Court banned the workers and union leaders of
PGIMER to go on a strike and has also ordered the
striking workers, if any, to be put behind bars. A
few days ago, on 12thJune, the Supreme Court,
saying that “Lockdown had an equally adverse
effect on the employers as well as on employees”
asked the factory owners and other private
industrial establishments to negotiate terms and
enter into settlements with their workers over nonpayment of wages during the lockdown period.
Not only that, the SC questioned the government's
authority to compel private employers to pay full
wages to their workers. The nefarious role of Delhi
Police and the interference of Home Ministry itself
with the directive saying that, “the arrests should
not stop at any cost” regarding the Delhi pogrom
also paints an extremely gruesome and chilling
picture of what's left, if at all, of the Indian
democracy.

LESSONS FROM THE PAST
Our experience and lesson of fighting against the
tyrannical rule of fascism up to now are very
important but general in nature, particularly when
we wish to apply and utilize them now. The defeat
of German and Italian fascism in the 2nd World
War doesn't give us any precise lesson or doesn't
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furnish us with any formidable tactics and way out
for today's anti-fascist revolutionary program. For
example, today we don't find any concrete answer
as to what would take its place if fascism is
defeated today or what exactly should be the
proletarian strategy and tactics of today's antifascist fight so that it is defeated once and for ever.
The defeat of German and Italian fascism in the 2nd
World War doesn't give us enough light on this
when bourgeois democracy has been historically
decayed under the regressive impact of permanent
economic crisis and therefore reversal from fascist
dictatorship to bourgeois democratic dictatorship
won't bring much relief. Similarly, unlike then,
there is no world war today and there is no Soviet
Union either. We don't know exactly how German
fascists could have been defeated by German
people if the 2nd World War hadn't brought their
annihilation at the hands of the Soviet Army. It is
understood even now, more often than not, that
victory over fascism necessarily presupposes
restoration of bourgeois democracy. Such an idea
no longer holds true now, nor does the fact that
defeat of German fascism teaches us precisely this.
The above general notion holds sway even now
that, while fighting against fascism, we are, as a
rule, obliged to ally with a section of bourgeoisie,
liberal or otherwise. We are thus forced at every
stage of its ascendance to come in defense of
bourgeois democracy which, as mentioned above,
provides today no democracy whatsoever for the
labouring masses even when no fascist
organization is in power.
So, to think that today's fight against fascism takes
for granted postponement of proletarian struggle
for replacement of bourgeois democracy with
proletarian democracy, as a result of defeat of
fascism, is untenable. In new circumstances of a
very progressively stunted and restricted
democracy plagued by a persistent economic
slowdown and badly curbed as well as muzzled by
the rise of strong fascist tendencies, fascism can be
and must be defeated uninterruptedly i.e. without
postponing the onward march aimed beyond the
horizon of bourgeois democracy, by formulating
correct strategy and tactics.
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World capitalism has sunk very deep in the mud of
economic crisis and recession. Neo-liberalism has
not only failed to turn away or stymie the tide of
economic recession, but, to the contrary, it has
accelerated the crisis to a point of no return. This
brings in its course untold miseries and destruction
for common masses as loot and plunder of big
capitalists will intensify more than hundred times
and unemployment, hunger, loss of livelihood,
loss of education and health services for the poor
will further intensify thousand times. This
unsettles the rule of bourgeoisie to a great extent
and may revolutionize the masses, bringing them
on the verge of a spontaneous revolt. Bourgeoisie
foresaw this possibility decades ago and since then
were trying to tactically shed off the facade of
political democracy step by step and turn to
fascism from within. Today, even though it looks
as if political democracy as a superstructure of
bourgeois rule exists, in essence it doesn't.
Learning from the past, the big capitalist class has
taken up this new strategy and are implementing it
as far as possible and wherever possible. Such a
tactic allows fascists to grow behind the curtain of
democracy for quite some time.

RISE TO POWER OF THE PROLETARIAT AND
TOILERS IS THE ONLY ANSWER
Conclusively, it can be said that India as well as in
the whole world, democracy is being progressively
eroded, restricted and contracted from within as a
result of ever growing length, breadth and depth of
economic crisis leading to decay of the capitalist
world, due to which bourgeois democratic states in
all countries have been assuming, since last few
decades, those functions that are facilitating the
rise of fascism and paving the path of their own
annexation by the fascists. At such a juncture of
regression of history, bourgeoisie can't keep
wearing the facade at the cost of their life blood,
the profit. For profit, if naked and unpretentious
loot and plunder is necessary, they will go forward
with this unswerving step, even if it means their
own regression, complete removal of the political
shell of their rule and establishment of a purely
dictatorial regime.
Hence, to ride over the shoulder of fascist forces
to continue with atrocious, scandalous and heinous
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loot and plunder even while tactically maintaining,
as a showcase, the external facade for as long as
possible, has become the foremost need of the
crisis-ridden world capitalism today. As the crisis
is irreversible, hence erosion being affected in
bourgeois democracy is also irreversible even
though externally it may continue to be pompously
celebrated even by the fascists themselves. This is
a historical stage arrived by a decaying and
degenerating capitalism in the absence of
revolutionary forces leading the masses towards
overthrowing it. This is a stage of capitalism where
there is only a small thin wall that separates
bourgeois democratic rule from a naked bourgeois
dictatorship. It means that revolutionary
overthrow of fascism in the present circumstances
is akin to the revolutionary overthrow of the
present regime altogether.
Thus, rise to power of the proletariat and toilers is
the only answer and the concept of restoration of
bourgeois democracy as a result of the victory over
fascism is superfluous in the light of concrete
analysis of concrete situations of the present-day
world. The fight for democratic rights and
utilization of cracks in the bourgeois camp needs
to be properly linked with the proletarian strategy
and tactics i.e. without giving up proletarian
ideological supremacy and hegemony in the favor
of bourgeois ideals. A true fight to defeat fascism
i.e. a revolutionary overthrow of fascists will not
and must not bring us back to bourgeois
democracy. However, it doesn't mean that the
defeat of fascists doesn't pose a special task
independent from the task of revolutionary
overthrow of the present regime. Its explanation
needs a separate discussion and we can take it up
in the next issue. Just now, this much can be safely
said that without establishing complete hegemony
of proletarian leadership and its revolutionary
politics in the fight against fascism that guarantees
rise to power of all the toilers along with certain
other allies, there can be no real victory over
fascism worth the name. However, temporary
respite with change of parties in power and a
subsequent temporary change in tactics may not be
completely ruled out.
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AN APPEAL BY INDIAN PUBLIC SERVICE EMPLOYEES’
FEDERATION (IPSEF) TO SAVE THE PUBLIC SECTOR
‘The Truth’ wholeheartedly supports and
appeals to masses to support this agitation
spearheaded nationwide by IPSEF to save
the Public Sector
Dear friends,
As you know, IPSEF is observing Kartavya Diwas
on 1 July 2020. A month-long awareness campaign
was launched on 1 June 2020, during which our state
and central leaders are contacting various
associations and inviting them to this unique event.
We are happy to say that the awareness campaign is
receiving tremendous response. Messages from our
leaders on YouTube have also attracted widespread
response.
Kartavya Diwas is unique in the sense that we
employees do not ask for anything from the
government. We only want to honour our colleagues
who are fighting hard against COVID19. These
colleagues of ours have proved that it is only the
public service sector that comes to the rescue of the
people in times of crisis.
Our country entered the phase of liberalization in
1991 and the World Bank and International
Monetary Fund started pressuring every country
including India to make room for the private sector
and reduce government role. It is to be noted that
India had adopted the policies of the mixed economy
from the early days of independence. The private
sector, which was largely domestic, was always
present in all production sectors, but other sectors
such as health, education, water - from dams to our
domestic waterworks, public transport, banking,
insurance were not under the control of the private
sector. The World Bank and IMF, supported by
international merchant powers, began advocating
their case as they saw India's overwhelming
population as a big market.
Propaganda was launched that the government is
burdened by an excessive weight of employees.
They were required to target employees in the public
service sector. Generally, the same happens in the
private sector: when they decide to cut their
spending, the first target is workers, not top
management. The same idea applied to the
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government. He started accusing that if the
government had to feed so many unproductive
people it could not function efficiently. And the
government was asked to 'downsize' which meant
reducing the staff.
Now the new thinking was: Railways should show
profits, power under the government cannot be
distributed with huge subsidies, public health and
education have failed; Big money was needed to
manage them. If you have to run these services only
by taking loans and paying huge subsidies, then why
not hand them over to the private sector? Every
rupee invested should earn a significant profit. In
other words, people should pay money to use
different services.
Therefore, the government banned recruitment in
services, introducing cheap contractual services.
Now most departments, except for the police and
para-military forces, operate with very few regular
staff which is woefully inadequate. There is an allround decline in government services. They are not
given the necessary equipment or staff. Resentment
grew among the people; He thought, if services are
not available from here, it would be better to hand
over these tasks to the private sector.
On the one hand, there was heavy propaganda
against public services and public service
institutions, on the other hand, they began to
deliberately kill. This led to the separation of people
from public service. Now people think that
employees are enjoying their lives without working.
We are trying to re-establish the organic link
between the ‘public’ and the employees. Today it is
the duty of the employees to go to the people and tell
them that the employee is a part of the public and
they are not enjoying it more than the public does,
simply because, an employee at one place is ‘Janata’
outside his workplace. It is necessary to tell the
people that the public service sector is being
murdered to fill the coffers of the big and rich. If
people do not resist now, there will be serious
problems in future. People are being thrown to the
wolves. Save the public service sector. We should
make people aware of the dangers of privatization,
and that is the purpose of Duty Day.
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