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EDITORIAL

NEW LABORATORY OF FASCISM: THE UP MODEL
Georgi Dimitrov had rightly said that “Fascism
in power was correctly described by the
Thirteenth Plenum of the Executive Committee
of the Communist International as the open
terrorist dictatorship of the most reactionary,
most chauvinistic and most imperialist elements
of finance capital.” But if fascism needs to be
explained to a layman, the incidents that took
place in the past few days and are still going on
as this article takes shape are enough to give a
vivid description of what fascism looks like on
the streets. The incidents from Yogi
Adityanath’s Uttar Pradesh have jolted the entire
nation. A nightmare fuel for every peace-loving,
justice-seeking believer in (even) the bourgeois
democratic order. The two incidents, namely, the
heinous and brutal rape and murder of a 19-yearold Dalit woman from Hathras, UP along with
the whole array of blatant disregard for human
life and the democratic framework displayed by
the UP Police from the beginning of the incident
up until now, and the grand acquittal of all the 32
accused in the Babri Masjid Demolition case can
be specially mentioned. Let’s look at each
incident and decipher what they stand for.
The details of the incident that happened in the
morning of 14th September 2020, when a 19year-old Dalit woman was raped in broad
daylight by four thakur men, has been discussed
in rather gory and gruesome details. The word
‘plight’ doesn’t do justice to the horrific mental
and physical torture that a rape victim faces. But
in this case, as also in most other cases, the
matters were made much worse by the way it
was handled by the police from its very
inception. The family members of the victim
complained that there was a delay in filing the
FIR and police didn’t do anything even when the
victim laid outside the police station “groaning
in pain on a stone platform in the sun”. The
family also alleges that the police was hesitant in
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filing an FIR because the accused were men
from the landlord Thakur family. Even now the
UP police are boldly refuting the incident of rape
saying that there is no evidence that the woman
was raped. The ADG of Uttar Pradesh police
Prashant Kumar shamelessly said, “The police
had taken timely action in the matter from the
beginning. … Those who twisted the matter (to
bring in “caste-angle”) will be identified and
legal actions will be taken against them.” The
victim was taken from one hospital to another
and had to stay in a normal ward for almost a
week with such grave injuries before the
pressure mounted and she was shifted to an ICU
and eventually to Safdarjung hospital where she
succumbed to her injuries.
The Hathras incident was not the first and the last
such incident in the long list of heinous rapes
(the reported cases, one may never know about
the all the incidents that take place) that has
taken place. It was just the tip of an iceberg. Just
after this, many such incidents were added in the
list that comprises a 14-year-old raped in
Bulandshahr, 8-year-old raped in Azamgarh, 22year-old raped, brutally tortured and murdered in
Balrampur, 17-year-old raped in Baghpat and
rape of a minor in Agra, while police is busy in
white washing what happened in Hathras and for
this it went up to destroying the dead body of the
Hathras victim right away in the dead night
instead of handing it over to the family to
perform the last rites.
Let us discuss in brief the figures of rape and
murder in UP. The figures released by the
government of India show that in 2019, an
average of 87 rape cases per day were reported
and a total of 4,05,861 cases of crime against
women took place which was 7% more than
those recorded in 2018. Crimes against members
of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
communities increased by 7.3% and 26.5%
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respectively in 2019, according to the latest
‘Crime in India’ 2019 report by the National
Crime Record Bureau (NCRB) which was
released on 29th September 2020. According to
a report, cases of atrocities against Dalits and
Adivasis recorded under Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act,
1989 (PoA Act) have increased by 281.75% and
575.33%, respectively between 2009 and 2018.
The increase in figures over these years is not a
coincidence. This is the direct result of the
reactionary,
misogynistic,
casteist
and
communal propaganda of RSS and BJP in order
to push forward their cause of Hindu Rashtra, the
Indian variant of fascism. It shows that in RSS’s
Hindu Rashtra, a society based on the teachings
of Manusmriti, the oppressed minorities like
women, Dalits, Adivasis and Muslims would be
subjected to unspoken miseries and torture with
no right of dissent and protest. Citizens would be
reduced to subjects with no democratic rights
and even minor dissents will have grave
consequences. The fact that the cases of
atrocities against women and other oppressed
sections is increasing only proves the fact that
the vicious fascist propaganda is fast penetrating
among the masses.
The Hathras incident is especially noteworthy
because of the role of UP police (and the high
level forces including their political masters
acting behind them) that followed after the
victim passed away. After her death, the body
was escorted back to her village, but instead of
taking the dead body home and handing it over
to the family, the police took the body straight
away to the cremation ground and cremated
(read burnt and destroyed) the victim's dead
body in the middle of the night while the family
kept protesting and pleading to let them take
their daughter’s dead body home. The police, as
if acting on orders from above did not budge. It
was as if the police was instructed from their
political masters to destroy the dead body as
soon as possible. They were not even allowed to
see her face for the last time. One is aghast at
seeing this happen so blatantly in India who is
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still a 'democratic' country. The family members
alleged that the police were forcing them to
cremate the body and so they had to lock
themselves up in order to stop the cremation, but
imagine the audacity and insensitivity of the
police that they burnt the body with petrol in a
secret pyre (as if prepared in advance) despite
the fact that no family members were present.
Some reports also suggest that the police
themselves locked the family members inside
their homes and also barricaded the whole
village while the body was being cremated
(burnt).

It must be noted that the police officers on duty
couldn’t have taken such a big decision by
themselves when the matter had gained
nationwide attention. It was a decision taken
from the higher officials in order to seal the
matter shut. Some reports suggest that even now,
section 144 has been imposed in Hathras and the
police has completely barricaded the place, not
allowing anyone, not even the press men, to
enter the village and meet the family members of
the deceased.
Doesn't it look like us living under a foreign
invader? Yes, it does. The most horrifying part
of this gory incident that gives birth to the above
feeling is not just the act of insensitivity on the
part of UP police, but the fact that it was so done
amidst and despite a series of nationwide
protests. Various women and student-youth
organisations,
including
even
workers
organisations and human rights organisations
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were protesting in the whole country and amidst
them the UP police behavior came. It makes it
all the more terrifying. The Yogi government
was well aware that this matter had gained
national attention and such steps may lead to
mass unrest but that like a fascist ruler, it didn’t
deter the Uttar Pradesh Government. It believes
that fascist ideas that have penetrated the minds
of people would not let any mass movement go
beyond a limit. And if it does, it can suppress it
with the combined might of the State Power as
well as the armed fascist outfits spread and
deeply penetrated throughout the country. It
would be out of place to mention here that when
the likes of Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi,
the top figures of the main opposition Congress
Party that ruled the country for most of time after
'independence', can be heckled and detained and
finally not allowed to protest by the UP Police in
the presence of numerous media persons and
channels, while they were on way to Hathras to
meet the victim’s family, then it is amply clear
as to how much respect is left for the democratic
rights of the common masses or activists. The
UP government seems to completely disregard
and ignore the mass unrest across the country.
The thrashing of the opposition leaders in such a
blatant manner signals towards the fact that they
have successfully seated themselves over the top
with their feet right on every institutions of the
state machinery with the least regard and respect
for 'democracy'. They are fearlessly stifling the
voices with the help of such absolute power.
The latest and the most solid proof of what has
been said is, however, is coming from Special
CBI Court, the so called 'independent' part of
judiciary. The recent act of acquittal of all the 32
accused in the Babri Masjid Demolition Case by
the Special CBI Court is yet another judgment in
a series of such judgments that act as a pointer to
show that there would be now no such
judgement that can put men belonging to Power
behind the bar (however big crimes they may
have committed) and embarrass the political
master who is running the country openly like a
dictator fulfilling all the desires of the corporates
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to loot and plunder the country's source of
wealth, Labour and Nature. A history soaked
with the blood of thousands of innocent lives has
been wiped clean. In his verdict, CBI court judge
S K Yadav so innocently agreed with the defense
lawyer that the structure was demolished by
miscreants who defied the directive of VHP and
BJP leaders who were actually trying to stop the
miscreants. The judge refused to accept the
audio-visual evidence. He said that there was no
proof that the accused had incited the kar sevaks,
nor is there any evidence to show any kind of
planning behind the whole act. However,
irrespective of what the judgment is, everyone
knows that many like Pragya Thakur from
among the accused have been openly and
proudly claiming and will again openly claim to
have Babri Masjid demolished. Pragya Thakur
said that she was present when the Babri masjid
was being demolished and herself took part in
the act. There was a whole movement that led to
this act. But who cares, when the system as a
whole is ready to ignore the facts, save the
accused and give clean chit to them. Now the
later descendants of the same accused are giving
a call to liberate Mathura and Kashi. Did the
respected Judges not know this? Contrary to
what happened and the whole world saw and can
still see them in images and videos, the CBI
court has conveniently said that they (accused)
were rather trying to pacify and stop the kar
sevaks from destroying the structure!
It is shocking that this decision doesn’t come as
a shock for the whole country, as something
quite enough for rousing inner souls of crores of
people belonging to the whole country so that
they rise and say a Final No to such things. It
surprises that it still doesn't produce a sense of
indignation as strong as one that can rouse the
inner sense of the whole country and that can
help the people to see where our beloved country
is being headed to. Thanks to deeply propagated
Hindu-Muslim hate politics of RSS and BJP and
their numerous outfits!
There is a strong indication that if not stopped,
this will trigger the onset or beginning of an end,
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a complete destruction of the Indian glorious
traditions of unity in diversity. The onward
march of history has been reversed. A very
serious regression is underway and is inching
closer to final triumph. Institutions are being
successfully turned one by one into a tool to
subjugate the whole mass of common people
particularly the workers, toilers, Dalits, Adivasis
and of course the minorities, particularly the
Muslims. They are being reduced to a secondclass citizen status. On the other hand, rampant
and unhindered transfer of all the public and
natural resources to the big corporates and
capitalists is taking place. The media is actively
working to distract and douse any spark of
protest that may arise as a result of the atrocious
attacks on the democratic rights and livelihoods
of the common masses. The voices of dissent
which still rise are either being threatened,
imprisoned or thrashed and even killed.
Our Prime Minister is a product and also the
creator of the Gujarat Model, which enabled him
to showcase the future of India under his rule,
where the minorities will be ghettoized and
massacred and the big businesses will have no
problem in looting resources or getting
sanctions, thanks to the policies under the name
of ‘ease of doing business’. In Modi, the big
capitalist class saw the potential of a ruler who
can enable them to loot and plunder as per their
will and can still stay popular among the masses
by launching a reactionary mass movement and
instilling hate politics leading to complete take
over the institutions in due course of time for the
purpose of establishing open bourgeois
dictatorship. We can see how the Gujarat Model
is being applied to the whole nation. What is
being seen in UP is the harbinger of things that
will happen in the whole country.
No doubt, Modi enabled the exponential loot and
plunder by the corporates as seen in the
privatisation and corporatisation in the
agriculture sector, coal sector, banking,
electricity, defense and numerous other areas
and industries and he still enjoys the faith of his
bling followers, but since the economic crisis is
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an inescapable reality as inbuilt it is in the
capitalist mode of production and it will further
deepen and is deepening, the popularity of Modi
has also taken a hit due to the unprecedented
unemployment and loss of livelihood, as is being
seen in the form of spontaneous student-youth
protests across the nation continuing up to
Modi’s birthday on 17th September. The wheel
of profit is still stuck, the GDP still negative and
the investment is still negligible. The capitalist
class is getting more and more anxious by the
passing second. And in this backdrop, Yogi
Adityanath is building the new UP Model which
will be even more intolerant, casteist and
misogynistic than the Gujarat Model.

The past trajectory of the UP government where
numerous atrocities was inflicted upon the
dissenters as well as the common masses also
adds much to extremely horrifying present.
From the formation of anti-romeo squads to
harass youth, the gau rakshak dal which till today
is behind most of the cases of lynching of
Muslims and Dalits, attacks on students and the
incarceration of victims itself in the Aligarh
Muslim University Violence Case, publicly
putting up billboards of anti-CAA protesters and
imposing huge fines on them, the suspension of
labour laws for three years blaming covid-19, to
the most recent love jihad ordinance, the passing
of laws barring qualifying students from getting
government jobs until they work for five years
on a sort of contract system subject to an
appraisal every six months and the formation of
UPSSF (Uttar Pradesh Special Security Force)
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which will have the power to arrest anyone
without a court’s warrant, all present a very clear
picture of what is next. May be people still
believe that what is being done in the name of
Hindutva is for common Hindu brethren, but the
fact is this, and this is becoming clearer with
every passing day, that this is all being done to
offer all opportunities to the blood sucking
capitalist class to loot and plunder. A new India
of his vision is one where the minorities will be
shown their place, but more than that the voices
of dissent would stifled as soon as they are
uttered, the workers will have no laws to protect
them, the protests demonstrations would be
crushed brutally, there would be no place for
opposition of any kind and his personal army of
fascist goons will roam the streets instilling fear
in the hearts of anyone who raises his/her head.
And with all this in place, the big capitalists will
be free to loot everything that is available to
Mankind with no hindrance whatsoever. This is
real meaning of his Ram Rajya or Hindu Rashtra.
But as the atrocities are hurled at the masses and
unemployment and pauperization are rising,
people belonging to all religions, particularly
those belonging to Hindu religion, are
continuously being pushed to the edge and they
are beginning to feel the impact. From the
working class to the middle class, all the sections
have seen and faced unspoken horrors during the
ongoing covid-19 pandemic due to the sheer
negligence and insensitivity on the part of the
elected governments. Every section of the
masses be it student-youth, workers, women,
farmers, small and medium business owners or
the petty bourgeois section, all of them are
dissatisfied and unhappy on some level with the
present regime, even the staunch Modi
supporters have started to point flaws in the
current regime and are coming out in
spontaneous protests against the government
policies. It is a proof that light of hope has not
extinguished and the days of horror would come
to an end. However, it is true it will cost much to
the nation in the meantime.
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What we need to understand at this point of time
is that the days of token protest, appeals and
prayers are coming to an end as they fall on deaf
ears. The incidents of the past few days show
that the current regime isn’t even obligated to let
you raise your voice for justice. Then how can
one expect it to adhere to immediate demands of
people and addressing their problems? This is
the main question. The present regime is
relentlessly anti-people while dealing with
people demands and aspirations. The
progressive democratic forces must take note of
this. No doubt, Yogi’s UP is the prequel to the
RSS’s Hindu Rashtra and here motto is clear.
The government is here not to take care of
people. Such a government nowhere in the world
has been obligated to respect people lives and is
at no time in history has ever felt threatened by
symbolic protests. This development is clearly
visible and must not be overlooked. The task of
today is to rise on the crest of spontaneity and
educate, politicize and mobilize the masses in
the midst of this and putting ahead of the
immediate purpose or demands the long-term
aim, merge the two and thus help people to
realise to overthrow whatever is unjust. The task
is to innovate new ways to ignite creative
imagination of a new world order based on
unhindered justice and prosperity for all by
overthrowing the monarchy of capital.
progressive democratic forces need to learn this
art soon as the days of unrest amidst rapes,
murder and corporate loot are unfolding very
fast. The task is to come together wherever we
are and join our strengths as quickly as possible
on an urgent basis. Let us feel summoned by
history to come to grasp this task. Let us call
upon the proletariat of the country to intervene
politically in the ongoing scenario that is making
its presence felt by all means. Let us hope that
the rotting corpse of decadent capitalism will be
dumped into its grave. Let us help its grave
diggers come and take position and usher in a
new world where such horrors can never be
inflicted upon mankind ever again.
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LABOUR REFORMS

ARRIVAL OF LABOUR CODES:
OBITUARY OF WORKERS’ RIGHTS
S Raj
Dismantling labour laws and all democratic rights
of the working class has always been the top
priority of any fascist government throughout
history. Similarly, the Modi (BJP-RSS)
Government had set the task of dismantling the
mechanism of 44 central labour laws in the country
and replacing them with 4 labour codes as one of
its top priority when it assumed state power in the
2014 General Elections. Although it could not pass
the codes in its first term despite introducing them
in the Parliament. However, after coming back to
power in the 2019 General Elections with an even
bigger mandate, it has not left any stone unturned
to demolish all democratic institutions in the
country and implement its anti-people fascist
policies, be it the empowering of the UAPA,
passing the National Education Policy 2020 by
bypassing the Parliament, forcibly passing the procorporate farm bills, formal revocation of ‘special
status’ to Jammu & Kashmir, or providing open
state support in creation of Ram Mandir,
unprecedented rise in arrests and attacks on
democratic voices, lynchings and crimes against
women, minorities and dalits. Naturally, the
Government also passed the 3 labour codes in
Parliament on 23rd September 2020.
It is appalling to know that not only these labour
codes were passed in the Parliament in just two
days (Lok Sabha on 22nd Sep and Rajya Sabha on
23rd Sep) without any real discussion, but it was
done even without the presence of any Opposition
who had boycotted the proceedings against the
undemocratic nature in which the 3 farm bills were
passed.
These codes were the Codes on: Industrial
Relations, 2020; Occupational Safety, Health
and Working Conditions, 2020; and Social
Security, 2020. The remaining code out of the
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total four codes is the Code on Wages, 2019
which was passed in Parliament on 2nd August
2019 itself. The Rules for Code on Wages will also
be implemented in this month or so. These labour
codes naturally replete with anti-worker and procorporate provisions have been passed rushingly
by the Modi Government at a time when the
already crisis-ridden capitalist system finds itself
being pushed deeper into an abyss due to the onset
of the Corona pandemic and the state of lockdown.
However, since the lockdown has also adversely
affected the subjective forces viz. working-class
and mass movements from functioning on ground,
the Government has abided by the declaration of
their Prime Minister to turn this situation of
‘emergency into an opportunity’.

CODE ON INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS
The Industrial Relations Code replaces 3 existing
central labour laws viz. Trade Unions Act, 1926;
Industrial Employment (Standing Orders) Act,
1946; and Industrial Disputes Act, 1947. Along
with wages code, it will be applicable to all
industrial
establishments
with
limited
exceptions. It defines ‘worker’ to include, besides
all persons employed in a skilled or unskilled,
manual, technical, operational and clerical
capacity, supervisory staff drawing up to ₹18,000
per month as salary. This is arguably the most
detrimental code of all since it governs the status
of the worker at the workplace and his/her
relationship with the employer.
• First of all, it implements the ‘hire and fire’
policy by allowing factories employing upto
300 workers [increased from the already
abysmal 100 as provided by the Industrial
Disputes Act, 1947 for retrenchment and
Industrial Employment (Standing Orders) Act,
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1946 for layoff] to retrench their workers at
their will i.e. without the permission of the
government. According to the Annual Survey
of Industries (2017-18), Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Implementation, Government
of India, more than 80% factories in India have
less than 100 workers. This number is bound to
increase if we increase the limit to 300
workers, which shows the extent to which ‘hire
and fire’ will be applicable almost absolutely
in the country.
• The Industrial Employment (Standing Orders)
Act, 1946 requires employers to formally
define conditions of employment under them
if they have at least 100 workers. The new
Code has increased this threshold to 300
workers. It also allows the government to
further increase the threshold by notification.
• While the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947
maintained that notice of minimum 2 weeks is
required for strike only for establishments in
‘public utility services’ (railways, airlines,
water, electricity, telephone service), the
Industrial Relations Code mandates such
notice for all industrial establishments. It also
prohibits strikes during the pendency of
proceedings before a Tribunal or a National
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Industrial Tribunal and sixty days after the
conclusion of such proceedings (increasing it
from 7 days). Thus, elongating the legally
permissible time frame before the workers can
go on a legal strike, making a legal strike
virtually impossible. Apart from this, strikes
have also been prohibited during arbitration
proceedings and 60 days after the conclusion
of such proceedings.
• While the threshold for recognition of a sole
negotiating union has been set a 51% i.e. 51%
of workers in the factory should be members of
a union for it to be recognized as the sole union
for negotiation with the employer. However, in
case no trade union meets these criteria, a
negotiating council will be formed with
representatives of unions that have at least 20%
of the workers as members, which is an
increase from the earlier threshold of 10%.
• The Code provides for a new form of shortterm labour through something known as fixed
term employment, which refers to a new
system where workers are employed for a fixed
duration based on a contract signed between
the worker and the employer. FTE is a death
knell for permanent jobs, security of tenure,
basic benefits and all rights of workers
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associated with it and, that is why, the Central
and State Governments have relentlessly
attempted to implement it in one form or
another.
Concerns have been raised, and rightly so, that the
IR Code would virtually convert the industrial
workers into slaves at the mercy and whims of
their employers (new owners).

CODE ON OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY, HEALTH
WORKING CONDITIONS

AND

The Occupational Safety Code replaces 13
existing central labour laws viz. Factories Act,
1948; Mines Act, 1952; Dock Workers (Safety,
Health and Welfare) Act, 1986; Building and
Other Construction Workers (Regulation of
Employment and Conditions of Service) Act, 1996;
Plantations Labour Act, 1951; Contract Labour
(Regulation and Abolition) Act, 1970; Inter-State
Migrant Workmen (Regulation of Employment and
Conditions of Service) Act, 1979; Working
Journalist and other Newspaper Employees
(Conditions of Service and Miscellaneous
Provision) Act, 1955; Working Journalist
(Fixation of Rates of Wages) Act, 1958; Motor
Transport Workers Act, 1961; Sales Promotion
Employees (Condition of Service) Act, 1976; Beedi
and Cigar Workers (Conditions of Employment)
Act, 1966; and Cine-Workers and Cinema Theatre
Workers (Regulation of Employment) Act, 198.
The Occupational Safety Code has defined interstate migrant worker as one who has come on
his/her own from one state and obtained
employment in another state, earning up to
₹18,000 a month.
• While the existing Factories Act, 1948 was
applicable
to
any
premises
where
manufacturing process is carried out with 10
workers (if using power) and 20 workers (if not
using power), the Occupational Safety Code
increases the threshold of workers from 10 to
20 (where power is used) and from 20 to 40
(where power is not used). Thus, more
establishments will be left out of any safety,
health or work conditions norms and
regulations which will risk the already
precarious lives of even more workers.
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According to the aforementioned ASI Report,
more than 47% of factories in India employ
less than 20 workers and even more factories
employ less than 40 workers. Hence, as per
modest estimates, around half to two-thirds
factories would be left out of the purview of
any safety regulations as a result of the
implementation of this code.
• Instead of addressing concerns of contract
workers, who have largely been denied basic
protections such as assured wages and benefits,
the Code allows that contract labour laws will
be applicable to only those establishments
which employ at least 50 contract workers and
to contractors who supply at least 50 workers,
increasing the earlier limit of 20 provided in
the Contract Labour (Regulation and
Abolition) Act, 1970.
• Also, while the new Code prohibits
employment of contract workers in any core
activity, it allows for their employment in a
specified list of non-core activities such as
canteen, security and sanitation services.
• The Code bars the civil courts from hearing
any matter arising as a dispute under it. Rather,
it provides for an administrative appellate
authority to be notified. Therefore, the judicial
mechanism which was earlier present has been
done away with and the executive gets an
immediate say on the disputes.

CODE ON SOCIAL SECURITY
The Social Security Code replaces 9 existing
central labour laws viz. Employees’ Provident
Funds and Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952;
Employees’ State Insurance Act, 1948;
Employees’
Compensation
Act,
1923;
Employment Exchanges (Compulsory Notification
of Vacancies) Act, 1959; Maternity Benefit Act,
1961; Payment of Gratuity Act, 1972; Cineworkers Welfare Fund Act, 1981; Building and
Other Construction Workers’ Welfare Cess Act,
1996; and Unorganised Workers Social Security
Act, 2008.
• A large number of workers may continue to
be excluded from the purview of social
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security. Note that the Periodic Labour Force
Survey Report (2018-19) indicates that 70% of
regular wage/salaried employees in the nonagricultural sector did not have a written
contract, and 52% did not have any social
security benefit.
• The Code states that in the case of fixed term
employment, the employer will pay gratuity
on a pro rata basis (i.e. proportionate to the
fixed term period). However, the Industrial
Relations Code while defining fixed term
workers, states that such workers will be
eligible for gratuity only if they complete a
one-year contract. Therefore, the two Codes
contain different provisions on gratuity for
fixed term workers and it is not clear whether a
fixed term employee with a contract of lesser
than one year will be entitled to gratuity under
the Social Security Code.
• The SS Code mandates an employee or a
worker (including unorganised, gig or platform
worker) to provide his/her Aadhaar number
to receive social security benefits or to even
avail services from a career centre. This is in
violation of the Supreme Court judgment of
2017 in K. S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India, in
which Right to Privacy was held as a
fundamental right and it was promulgated that
Aadhaar card/number may only be made
mandatory for expenditure on a subsidy,
benefit or service incurred from the
Consolidated Fund of India.

OTHER LABOUR LAW ‘REFORMS’
Apart from these 4 labour codes, the Modi
Government has made numerous dangerous
changes to labour laws ever since assuming power
first in 2014. In its first term itself, it amended the
Apprentices Act, 1961 by allowing skilled workers
to be employed in any industry in the guise of
unskilled workers, and the Child Labour
(Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986 by
allowing minors aged 14-18 to get employed in all
industries except only ‘mining, or those industries
using flammable and explosives, and other
hazardous procedures.’ What could not be
implemented by the Central Government was
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successfully implemented by the various state
governments, including Congress-ruled states, like
changes in the Factories Act, 1948, Contract
Labour Act, 1970 etc.
Even in these Covid times, apart from the
innumerous examples of State apathy and criminal
commissions in some cases which led to inhumane
hardships and unprecedented crisis to the workers
(especially of unorganized sector and migrants),
various state governments, both BJP and non-BJP
ruled, introduced severely anti-worker reforms in
the name of turning ‘emergency into opportunity’.
As many as 13 states increased the daily working
hours from 8 to 12 hours, namely Rajasthan, UP,
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab,
Himachal Pradesh, Maharashtra, Goa, Odisha, and
Puducherry, Uttarakhand (11 hours) and
Karnataka (10 hours). Out of these, Gujarat and
UP governments have explicitly stated that for the
extra 4 hours of work, “proportionate” rate of
wages will be applied as against the prevailing law
(as per the Factories Act) which mandates double
rate of wages for the overtime period beyond 8
hours.
BJP state governments of Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat
and Madhya Pradesh also suspended all of their
labour laws with negligible exceptions for
proposed periods of as long as 1200 days or 3
years. Additionally, the Central Government
employees and pensioners (1.1 crore in number)
have also not been left untouched as the
government has ordered to freeze their Dearness
Allowance (DA) and Dearness Relief (DR)
respectively at current rates for 18 months. The
state governments of Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, and Nagaland have followed suit and
implemented similar orders on DA and DR freeze
for their employees.

AFTERMATH?
Since labour laws denote the balance of power
between the capitalist class and the working class,
implementation of these labour codes, starkly
replete with pro-establishment and dangerously
vague provisions, would be the most vicious attack
on the Indian working class that would not only
hammer in the last nail in the coffin of the rights
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and safeguards enjoyed hitherto by the limited
section (less than 10%) of workers employed in
the organized sector, but would spell even bigger
doom for the workers in the unorganized sector
who are largely outside the protection of labour
laws even now.
The Central Labour Minister has explicitly stated
that Government intends to implement all the 4
labour codes in one by December this year. It
should be noted that these labour laws need the
President’s assent and then the formulation and
notification of respective rules before they can
come in force. The desperation of the Modi
Government to implement these Codes in order
turn the working class into slaves under the
absolute control and mercy of the capitalistimperialist forces is striking.
It is clear that in its desperate attempts to sail its
masters out of the existing deep and permanent
economic crisis, the Modi Government is leaving
no stone unturned to smoothly implement laws
which can extract the last drop of blood and sweat
of the working class for keeping the wheels of
profit running. In the name of Ease of Doing
Business, Skill India, Make in India, FDI et al, the
obituary of the working class is being written.
Labour laws and rights were not given to the
working class as charity or acts of benevolence,
rather they were achieved through decisive and
blood-soaked struggles as well as sacrifices which
have coloured in red the pages of history of the
revolutionary working class movement. Today
when fascism is rapidly and successfully
strengthening its hold over the state machinery
after already assuming state power, it is no longer
possible to protect or secure the existing rights
through symbolic demonstrations and short-term
struggles. This fight of the workers has been
ingrained with the fight to achieve the historical
aim of the working class, which is a fight against
the very basis of exploitation and inequality to
usher in a new society devoid of these. For this, the
working class must prepare itself for a continuous
and decisive struggle against the capitalist system
based on exploitation which also provides fertile
ground for the seeds of fascism which has so
viciously grown in the last few years.
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THE FIRST VOLUME OF

“CAPITAL”,
WRITTEN BY KARL MARX, WAS
PUBLISHED IN HAMBURG ON
SEPTEMBER 14, 1867
On this day, 14 September 1867,
volume one of Karl Marx’s Magnum
Opus, 'Das Kapital' first appeared in
Germany. Subsequently published in all
the world’s major languages and
studied widely by workers, it was often
referred to as “The Bible of the working
class”. While lengthy, it is still
unsurpassed as an analysis and critique
of capitalism.
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FARM BILLS

AGRI-POLICY CHANGES
WILL FINISH MARGINAL PEASANTS
S V Singh
So, the Indian farmers too, finally, stand
‘liberated’!! Modi government is unstoppable and
in frantic hurry to ‘liberate’ one section of the
society after another!! None can escape
‘liberation’, no other option is available!! This
time, however, it seems, they have bitten more
than they can chew. The formidable farmer
community, most faithful supporter of the present
fascist government so far, is, now, breathing fire
and is on roads all over the country in a big way.
Modi government is facing the farmer music for
the first time. Market forces have been let loose by
Modi Government by bringing structural changes
in agriculture marketing and trading policy by
bulldozing three bills; ‘Farmer’s Product Trade
and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation)
Bill, 2020, ‘Farmers (Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and
Farm Services Bill 2020 and Essential
Commodities Amendment Bill 2020. This issue
of overhaul of the long established agricultural
marketing and trading policies set to impact entire
135 crore live population of the country as no one
can live without food and will have serious direct
impact on 80 crore strong farming community was
considered so urgent by the government that 3
ordinances were brought on June 5, 2020 as ‘relief
package’!! Unregulated and unrestricted free play
of capital in agricultural sector will dispossess
large masses of small and marginal peasant of their
tiny pieces of land. A humongous figure will be
added to the already unmanageably large army of
unemployed. They will have no option but to
throng cities to seek livelihood which will
eventually result in crumbling of the entire system.
This very fear was hitherto holding back the
‘management committees of the bourgeoisie’ from
taking this step. The economy is ruined and the
crisis of capitalism has reached a level when no
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consideration of any nature can be afforded.
Production is down to about 50% in every sector,
showing no signs of recovery, no green shoots are
visible in foreseeable future even to the bourgeois
economists, the paid servants of the bourgeoisie,
even by using telescope. Patient is not only in ICU
but is so overwhelmed with comorbidities that it
has stopped responding to any treatment.
Whatever the situation may be, government is duty
bound to provide avenues of investment and
extraction of profit for the giant monopoly capital.
This has driven the state to pursue this course
which is certain to lead to all out disaster. Before
proceeding further into the details of the subject,
the same pattern of working of the present fascist
government is on display once again. There cannot
be a better date than June 5, 2020 to bring
ordinances as people of the country are scared to
their bones by the deadly pandemic of Covid-19
which has reached community spread stage, death
toll set to cross one lakh and infections around 65
lakh and they have locked themselves in! There
cannot be a better ‘Opportunity in Calamity’!
Trampling parliamentary democratic norms of
respecting federal structure as a routine and why
to waste time in consulting states while changing
the policies which are in state or concurrent list
and then, finally, even if the ruling party has no
majority in Rajya Sabha who can stop it from
construing the vehement shouting of opposition as
‘consent by voice vote’, the sinister pattern
continues unabated!! Country has slid down to a
level when all these fascistic measures do not
surprise any more. It is, indeed, 1991 moment of
India’s Agri-Business Sector. Even the
government economic advisers are convinced now
that the manufacturing sector is not going to
achieve the pre Corona levels of production and
the handful of monopoly sharks are sitting on the
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mountain of accumulated capital. Modi
government has offered entire Agri-Business of
about 62 lakh crore size to these corporates to loot
at will l. This is neo-liberalization onslaught in the
countryside. Consequences are, certainly, going to
be disastrous but why to bother that as it is the
question of survival of capitalism even if millions
die of hunger.

SHANTA KUMAR COMMITTEE
Tall, wild, juicy promises delivered recklessly
with high performance with typical Modi
rodomontade, coupled with fanatic ultra nationalistic jingoistic frenzy, backed by bought
out media and monopoly capital together created a
hysteric wave that launched Modi to power at
center in May 2014. Modi government, then as
they say, never looked back. No time was lost in
waiting to serve their corporate masters. A high
power 6 member committee was constituted in
August 2014 itself which was headed by ex-CM of
Himachal Pradesh and staunch RSS functionary
Shanta Kumar. Other members were chief
secretaries of Punjab and Haryana, CMD FCI,
former Chairman of Commission of Agriculture
Costs and Prices (CACP) Ashok Gulati (brain
behind present 3 bills), ‘Academician G.
Raghuram from IIM Ahmedabad and G.
Nancharaiah from Hyderabad University. Terms
of reference of the committee were; examine
administrative, functional and financial structure
of FCI, examine its various operations, suggest
restructuring and changes in complete
management of FCI.
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Recommendations
• Food security benefits should be restricted to
only 40% of the population against present
level of 67%.
• Private companies should be allowed to
procure food grains which clearly means
privatization of the food procurement system.
• FCI was directed to hand over entire
procurement business to states in these 6 states;
Punjab, Haryana, Andhra Pradesh, MP,
Chhattisgarh & Orissa.
• Even after MSP (Minimum Support Price) is
announced by the center, state governments
used to provide subsidy over that. Stop that.
• In place of food subsidy, transfer cash to the
beneficiary’s account and state governments
can save about Rs.33000 crore by that. This,
obviously, means drastic reduction in subsidy
amount first and then doing away with it.
• Under Levy Rice Policy, rice mills used to
supply a certain quantity of rice varying from
25% to 75% to state as per need and only rest
was allowed to be sold in open market.
Committee recommended to do away with it.
This means freedom to rice mills to sell rice in
the open market without caring for needs of the
people of the state.
• Allow outsourcing of storage of food grains
and introduce Negotiable Warehouse Receipt
(NWR). Private warehouses to issue NWR to
farmers against which farmer is entitled to
avail loan from banks.
• FCI to be provided freedom to sell food grains
in open market. This is termed as providing
‘flexibility of doing business’ as providing
‘ease of doing business’!
• Committee acknowledges 3 significant facts;
only 6% farmers get MSP, there is about
40% to 50% leakage in Public Distribution
System and 40% to 50% of the poor do not
get food grains, they are entitled to in PDS!!
This monumental corruption and gross
irresponsibility was not only acknowledged
but also used as a justification for
privatization of the whole PDS in phased
manner.
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• Interestingly, the committee recommended
sharp reduction in tax levied on
procurement of wheat and rice. Against the
present tax rate of 14.5% in the state of
Punjab for example, to only 3 to 4% on
procurement of rice and wheat and this was
to be included in MSP.
A roadmap for free play of capital by privatization
and corporatization was, therefore, laid down by
the Shanta Kumar Committee as a precursor to
bringing structural changes brought now by these
3 bills. Let us, now, examine these three bills.

1) FARMERS’ PRODUCE TRADE AND COMMERCE
(PROMOTION AND FACILITATION) BILL 2020
This is one of the 2 bills that got ‘passed’ in Rajya
Sabha on Sunday Sep 20, 2020 by first extending
business hour by cheating and then by construing
pandemonium of opposition as ‘voice vote’. This
led to shedding of crocodile tears by the liberals
and apologists of bourgeois democracy although
this is a small and insignificant feat of daily routine
employed by a fascist state. This bill is meant to
deregulate trading of farm produce including milk,
egg, fish. All restrictions imposed by way of
APMC market area and inter-state as well as intrastate trade restrictions also have to go. Taxes –
levies or mandatory license requirements on
private trading in private grain markets outside
APMC have to be removed to ensure smooth and
unhindered trading of all the food grains across the
country like any other commodity. Private players
will have no tax to pay, no record of transactions
is to be kept by the government, everything will be
left to the ‘wisdom and benevolence’ of private
players. This bill is also called as ‘by pass APMC
bill’ as trading in farm produce including egg, milk
etc. have nothing to do with APMC. Punjab
government’s annual revenue from the taxes at
APMC last year was about Rs.350 crore. The
government which is levying 250% on petroleum
products to fleece the poor people out of their
bones, does not bother giving up large source of
revenue when the interests of the corporate
masters have to be served. This bill will facilitate
inter-state/ intra-state trading of farm produce
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without any hindrance. Slogan is ‘One Nation One
Market’ just like ‘One Nation One Tax’ of GST.
Modi government’s allergy for diversity and
madness for ‘One Nation One Everything’ is,
certainly, going to ruin ‘One Nation’!! Corporates
who have expertise in killing competition in
market and turning it into monopoly of a few, are
being provided a good 8% difference in cost of
input by waiver of taxes in comparison to trading
inside APMC!! Agricultural Produce Market
Committees (APMCs) will not be closed, as Modi
announced. There will not be any need to close
APMCs, these will just wither away, die down
their own ‘natural’ death! Capitalism does not
indulge in crime of killing anything, it just
facilitates death!! To the glee of market punters,
this bill provides for setting up of the ‘e trading’ of
commodities of farm produce like any other
commodity in share market by the registered
‘players’.

2) FARMERS (EMPOWERMENT AND PROTECTION)
AGREEMENT ON PRICE ASSURANCE AND FARM
SERVICES BILL 2020
This is the 2nd bill that got ‘passed’ in Rajya Sabha
on Sunday, Sep 20, 2020 by the same arm twisting
method employed by government in collusion
with Harivansh, Dy. Speaker. This bill provides
introduction of Contract Farming by a Contract
Agreement between peasant and the corporate.
Contract agreement will be signed between land
owner and the company representative for
harvesting a particular crop or rearing cattle by the
farmer and sell all the produce to the company as
per agreed terms. The sheep and the wolf will sit
across the table to decide terms of the
‘transaction’!! Terms of contract, pricing process
and period of contract being minimum one crop
cycle or live- stock cycle and maximum 5 years;
each detail will be there in the contract agreement
between farmer and the corporate representative
hiring the land. Agreement period can be more
than 5 years also in case production cycle is more
than that which is quite possible as it covers live stock also. Pricing and the process of
determination of pricing will be provided in the
agreement. For pricing of a commodity vulnerable
to frequent variations, minimum guaranteed price
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is to be mentioned in the agreement. There is a
provision of Dispute Settlement Board to resolve
the dispute if any. In case the Board is unable to
resolve the dispute, appeal can be made to District
Magistrate and the dispute is to be resolved within
30 days. So the corporate companies cannot be
dragged to court by the farmer in case of non –
compliance of terms of contract by the company.
Farmers have good reasons to be up in arms
against their ‘forceful liberation’ by the Modi
government. At several places in the country, beer
manufacturing companies entered into an
agreement with farmers to produce barley at
attractive assured price. Contract runs smoothly
for the first season but farmers increase the sowing
of barley. Companies, then, backtrack from
contract, refuse to purchase the barley on excuse
of produce being of inferior quality or larger
moisture content. Another bitter experience of
exact similar nature is with regards to contract to
sow pea between Safal and farmers in Punjab
where against the assured price of @Rs. 8.5 per kg
for green pea, the farmers had to anyhow dispose
off their pea produce @ Rs.2.5 per kg when supply
of produce exceeded demand of the corporate
company. Another infamous case is that of Pepsi
and farmers of Punjab to grow potato at assured
price for manufacture of potato chips. Pepsi
ditched farmers without blinking as they do as a
matter of routine. This led to violent clashes and
matter went to court. Anarchy in production is
inherent to capitalist mode of production as
production is not based on social needs but by sole
aim, always, is maximum profit. How the disputes
are resolved by these giant companies is shown by
Vodafone on Sep 25, 2020. Vodafone, first,
defeated Government of India in Supreme Court
of India and then at International Tribunal, Hague.
A whopping amount of Rs.20000 crore payable by
them got waived and an amount of $5.47 million
(app Rs.44 crore) penalty is to be paid by Indian
government to Vodafone as legal fee!! Another
recent example is fresh in mind. Facebook was
found colluding with the IT Cell of ruling party in
propagation of fake news and communally colored
content against receipt of money. This is a serious
criminal act for which FIR should have been
lodged against Facebook immediately and
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officials responsible should have been arrested.
Nothing of that sort happened. Delhi government,
then, passed a resolution in Delhi Assembly, so
called temple of bourgeois democracy to call
Facebook head to Assembly to reprimand him. He
did not come to Delhi Assembly, leaving the
legislators red faced and went to the court instead
and court upheld his act!! These monstrous
companies keep governments of the countries in
their pocket, they own more assets than entire
GDP of several countries. They form and deform
national governments, what justice a poor District
Collector will deliver in disputes between a poor,
hapless farmer and these companies, everybody
knows!!

3) ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES AMENDMENT BILL
2020
This bill is passed by Rajya Sabha on Sep 22,
2020. There was no need of any coercive method
as entire opposition staged a walk out. This bill has
amended The Essential Commodities Act 1955.
Section 3 (1) of the Act empowers the central
government to designate certain commodities
(food items, fertilizers, and petroleum products) as
essential commodities and to regulate/control
production, supply, distribution, trade and
commerce of all these essential commodities. The
Essential Commodities Amendment Act 2020 has
removed all these regulations. It provides that
central government may regulate supply of food
items including cereals, pulses, potatoes, onions,
edible oilseeds, and oils, ‘only under extraordinary
circumstances’ such as war, famine, extraordinary
price rise and natural calamity of grave nature.
There will not be any limit of stocks by companies.
The amendments state that “such order for
regulating stock limit shall not apply to a
processor or value chain participant of any
agricultural produce, if the stock limit of such
person does not exceed the overall ceiling of
installed capacity of processing, or the demand for
export in case of an exporter…” So the limit will
now be that of plant capacity of the processor
company which in other words means that
government cannot replace the plant processor of
the company, it will be done by the company
owner himself!! This bill, completely, deregulates
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trading of all the items essential for life.
Purchasing, trading and storage all have been set
free. Not stipulating any limit to keeping stock of
cereal or pulses is the most draconian proposition.
It can play havoc with life of common people.
During this phase of merger of banking capital
with industrial capital, no one should be surprised
if an Adani Green or Reliance Fresh alone could
purchase entire wheat and rice produced in the
country!! One can imagine the consequences.
Corporate lust for profit has no limit, please
remember. We already witness huge fluctuation in
the price of onion in the market not due to
fluctuation in production but by hoarding and
manipulation of prices. “Stock limits will be
imposed if there is steep price rise”, explains the
bill. There will, obviously, be no state intervention
till ‘steep price rise’ occurs! ‘Steep price rise is
explained as: (i) a 100% increase in retail price of
horticultural produce; and (ii) 50% increase in the
retail price of non-perishable agricultural food
items. The increase will be calculated over the
price prevailing immediately preceding twelve
months, or the average retail price of the last five
years, whichever is lower. Let us reiterate that this
bill lead to the most devastating consequences.
Nation may witness scenes of famines of British
era.
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POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF AGRICULTURAL
POLICY CHANGES
We can correctly analyze the issue of these
significant agricultural policy changes only after
we dispassionately dissect the term ‘farmer’ first.
Farmer is a vague term popularized intentionally
because if described correctly, it will not invoke
emotions, affection as it does now. By uttering this
term, a caricature of a destitute, hungry, skeleton
without a trace of fat or muscles, hopeless person
emerges in psyche and one gets overwhelmed with
emotions, pushing reason to the back seat. All the
Akali leaders and 95% of total leaders in Punjab
are ‘farmers’. Is anyone of them of that type? Are
they hungry, destitute, poor needing all possible
help? Do they need any protection from taxes? The
answer is emphatic NO. Total assets of Sukhbir
Singh Badal as declared during 2019 Lok Sabha
elections are 217.99 crore. His wife too declared
almost equal assets of Rs.217 crore! Another poor
farmer Supriya Sule owns declared assets of
Rs.165.42 crore only. According to a report
published by Rediff.com, total 4,00,000
companies sought income tax exemption for
having agriculture income in 2014-15. Names of
these ‘poor farmers’ are; seed giant Kaveri Seeds
- it claimed Rs 186.63 crore (Rs 1.87 billion)
exemption and made a profit of Rs 215.36 crore
(Rs 2.15 billion) before tax - and multinational
Monsanto India, which claimed Rs 94.40 crore (Rs
944 million) as exemption from agricultural
income and earned Rs 138.74 crore (Rs 1.39
billion) profit before tax. Agro-companies are
allowed the same tax relief as individual farmers.
An Economic Times report informs that Indian
rich farmers are holding more cash as white money
as they don’t have to pay tax than the black money
stashed abroad. Owning agricultural land to
become ‘farmer’ is one of the main avenues of tax
evasion. On the other hand, small peasants (less
than 5 acres of land) and marginal peasants (less
than 2.5 acres of land) constitute 86% of the total
farmers who together hold only 43.6% of the
agricultural land. Marginal farmers alone
constitute 67% of the total farmers!! Average
land holding is going down consistently. It has
come down from 1.15 hectare in 2011-12 to 1.08
hectare in the year 2015-16. These agricultural

17

policy changes will, certainly, increase
polarization process among farmers and 56 crore
strong segment of marginal farmers will be
converted into rural proletariat. This is bound to
happen in a capitalist mode of production. Small
entrepreneur is dying everywhere and the same
pattern will be there in agricultural sector also.
Capitalism is so deeply entrenched in crisis that it
can’t afford to care to save any section from
drowning. Small and marginal farmers have their
fate sealed and their destination is ocean of the
proletariat. On the other side, rich farmer-rural
bourgeoisie will also be forced to shed the safety
of secured returns from farming as this section too
will face the music as they will have to compete,
now, with MNC companies. Process of
centralization and concentration of capital is
irreversible, paramount and agriculture sector is
also going to face the same music. Only few of the
rich farmers will, ultimately, survive as is
happening in industrial sector. Sovereign rule of
capitalism is that life and death of business is
decided by the market forces. Reliance Fresh,
Adani Greens, Tata Sampanna, ITC, Monsanto
India, Kaveri Seeds and other MNC Agro
Companies will henceforth have free hand and will
run havoc in Indian countryside in the days to
come. The biggest political significance of these
bills is that the rural bourgeoisie and rural
proletariat will be more clearly identifiable exactly
as in industrial sector. The ambiguity clouding
class division will go once and for all.

‘FARMERS’ MOVEMENTS FOR RISE IN MSP
Small and marginal farmers are the most brutally
exploited section of our society and their
exploiters are they, themselves. Their condition is
more pitiable, worse than even agricultural worker
as they have no working hours, no choice of not
going to work even if they are sick as they
compulsorily rear livestock also. They, along with
their kids and women folk, are imprisoned by their
tiny, unviable, uneconomical land holdings which
can never generate sufficient surplus value. Size of
their land holdings keep going down and their
miseries, hopelessness and depression going up.
Those who hang themselves are marginal farmers
only as their lives are worse than hell. They are not
only unaware of the fundamentals of political
economy in vogue but are also gullible and naïve
to join farmer movements for increasing Minimum
Support Price (MSP) spearheaded by the rich
farmers. The people who are in firing line in these
farmer agitations to increase MSP and lose their
lives happen to be the small and marginal farmer
only. First of all, farming has now got mechanized
and gone are the days of ox-driven plough or
irrigation and this is not possible in a 1 or 2 acre
piece of agricultural land howsoever hard one may
try. Whether to cultivate or abandon, there is
always a dilemma before a marginal peasant. They
cannot grow enough for their survival in their tiny
piece of land. Even in case of agricultural
commodities, they need to purchase more than
they sell. How, then, increased MSP is going to
benefit them? They never calculate this and get
herded by kulaks to join the farmers’ agitation to
increase MSP. They are made to believe that they
too are ‘farmers’ and their miseries will be over
once the MSP is raised!! They end up rising their
own expenses in the process and land themselves
in further debt. Their calorie consumption is
minimum as they remain half starved. They rear
cattle but have to sell every drop of milk to
survive. Their kids hardly taste milk that too only
on some festival.
Gail Omvedt, an American born Indian scholar,
sociologist and human rights activist has
conducted very useful study on MSP driven farmer
movements in India and the report ‘Capitalist
Agriculture & Rural Classes in India’ is published
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in “Bulletin of Concerned Asian Scholars” in its
5th July 2019 issue. One paragraph is very relevant
to our topic and deserves to be quoted in full with
sincere thanks to the great scholar. “Capitalist
farmers are the main force behind the ‘farmers’
agitations that are dominating rural political
scene: it is no accident that these agitations are
centering in the more capitalistically developed
regions, that their demand for higher crop prices
itself indicates the commercialization of the rural
economy, and that in contrast to pre-independence
peasant movements they are not directed against
any rural exploiter but rather seek to unite ‘all
peasants’ with an ideology that claims the ‘city’ is
exploiting the ‘countryside’. Thus they show the
kulaks on the offensive against the industrial
bourgeoisie and seeking to bring other sections of
the rural population under their hegemony –with
some success in the case of the middle peasants
and even among the poor peasants especially
where the left parties are there to help them.”
Saving small entrepreneur, be it industry or
agriculture, will require reversal of the laws of
capitalism, taking it back from the present stage of
monopoly capitalism where centralization and
concentration of capital has reached a level that a
handful of capitalist sharks, having entire banking
capital at their disposal, government in their
pocket, ready to gulp entire production, entire
market without differentiation of sector A or
Sector B, right from fruits, vegetables to oil, gas,
telecommunication, arms, everything; to the age of
free competition. Is it possible? Absolutely not.
Fate of the small, marginal farmer is, therefore,
sealed. This section has to slip to the proletariat
class and their liberation is only possible by
burying capitalism and not by corporatization of
agriculture as claims Modi. These agricultural
policy changes will hasten the annihilation of
small, marginal peasants. This is the hard and
bitter reality that cannot be wished away even
though these bills are to be opposed tooth and nail.
Bourgeoisie is the most dishonest class. They
never mean what they say. They betray
agreements as a matter of routine, the moment it
contradicts their interest. Present movement too is
going to be turned into an agitation to raise MSP,
implement Swaminathan Commission Report,
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double the income of farmers. All these are
bourgeois demands. Several farmer organizations
are openly supporting these bills.
“These
visionary bills will ensure a sustainable and
profitable future for farmers” commented,
Federation of Indian Farmers Association
(FAIFA), an umbrella organization of farmers in
Andhra, Telangana, Karnataka and Gujrat.
Similarly, Shetkari Sanghatana, a very old and
formidable organization of rich farmers in
Maharashtra founded by Sharad Joshi have whole
heartedly welcomed these agricultural policy
changes. These organizations serving the interests
of rural bourgeoisie sound less hypocritical. All
India Kisan Sangharsh Coordination Committee
that claims support of 250 farmers’ organization
from all over the country is spearheading the
farmers’ movements against these bills. Its past
record, however, suggests that it has hardly ever
taken any movement to any logical conclusion as
all its constituents are led by rich farmers having
bourgeois political ambitions. Its convener V. M.
Singh admits the bitter reality, “this (selling maize
at half of the MSP rates of Rs.1850 per quintal this
season) is because they (small and marginal
farmers) did not have the resources or means to
send the produce as 86% of the Indian farmers
have land holdings of less than 2-3 acres.”

PROFILE OF A BIG FARMER-- A RURAL
BOURGEOISIE
Gail Omvedt is spot on, once again, in her above
referred report while diagnosing production
relations in agriculture since independence where,
unfortunately, several ‘Communist’ parties have
erred. We quote, “The independence that was won
in 1947 was under control of the bourgeois
dominated Congress Party; and it was in a
bourgeois manner and directed to the needs of
capitalist development rather than for the sake of
a thoroughgoing agrarian revolution that those in
power set out to destroy the semi-feudal system
that dominated in agriculture”. The complex
reality and root cause of the ills pervading our
agricultural sector cannot be explained in a better
way. The then Existing feudal production relations
in agriculture were dismantled by the bourgeoisie
after state power got transferred to them in 1947,
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not in a revolutionary way but in subtle,
compromising manner as it suited their class
interest. One can only pity those ‘communist’
ideologues who failed to understand this
phenomenon and still continue to fight ghost of
feudalism in agriculture and stubbornly refuse to
see the truth and aggravate the confusion. Kulaks
and the ‘national bourgeoisie’ are their natural
allies and will remain so till eternity!!
“Farmer” word is highly confusing, let us reiterate.
It camouflages a real bully, casteist, patriarchal
and extremely reactionary, an oppressive agent of
state in the countryside-the rural bourgeoisie as a
poor, destitute, hapless, helpless marginal, half
clad, half fed, human Skelton known as Indian
peasant. Reality is, however, otherwise. No one
oppresses and exploits a worker more severely
than the rural rich. Has anyone ever seen an
agitation
of
farmers
demanding
strict
implementation of labor laws? Who are the
perpetrators of crimes on dalits more particularly
Dalit women in the countryside? Who works as an
agent of state machinery, the police, revenue
department in the acts of coercion and oppression
of the rural poor? It is rural bourgeoisie only. Be it
police inspector of the local police station or a
tehasildar, whenever they happen to visit a village
for official work, they are hosted by the kulak in
their kothi. Whosoever raises uncomfortable
questions against them, raises voice against
atrocities on the women or agitates for payment of
wages, physical abuse; is first brought there ‘to
teach him/her a lesson’. Even a feeble voice
against exploitation is taken as offence, a ‘daring’
and is crushed then and there. As because the rural
proletariat too owned land at one particular time,
they too rear cattle. They are subjected to ruthless
exploitation and humiliation on this score. A
section of the ‘left’ which vehemently refuses to
accept the bourgeois production relations in
agriculture wrongly attributes this abrasive,
dominating, bullying conduct of the rural
bourgeoisie as feudal. As if bourgeois gentlemen
are alien to atrocities!! Bourgeoisie have resorted
to unspeakable atrocities and have subjected the
workers to brutal exploitation and physical abuse
before the industrial workers formed their unions
and got organized. Same is the case with
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agricultural workers. Marginal farmers and rural
proletariat have, first, to organize themselves
against these kulaks only. Ironically, the rural
bourgeoisie organizes and leads the poor marginal
farmers and landless workers and they are made to
stand as front line in every farmer agitation!!
‘Where will you work when farming will be
destroyed by the government?’ This is how the
exploited section of the rural masses are pushed
along in these farmer movements. The small,
marginal farmers and the rural proletariat should
be fighting against kulak, the bully, perpetrator of
all atrocities and a ruthless exploiter in the vast
agricultural sector. The real class struggle is
camouflaged by the exploiter himself who wages
farmer movements in its own class interest. The
exploited, the oppressed, the cheated, the suffering
section of the rural masses are made to fight for the
cause of their exploiter. Can there be a more
painful irony than this?

ORGANIZE RURAL REVOLUTIONARY SEGMENT
(RRS) TO OPPOSE AGRI NEO LIBERALIZATION
ONSLAUGHT
Each step that Modi government takes teaches one
more lesson of Marxism-Leninism to not only the
vast ocean of hungry and destitute but also to the
‘safe and secure’ middle class. Those who claim to
discharge this responsibility of awakening the
exploited class have failed in their mission but the
starved and hammered proletariat and semiproletariat are learning this science of their true
liberation, the hard way, putting their life on line,
quite literally.
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GST regime and demonetization finished small
business, transferred that sizable section of
business pie to the coffins of the monopoly
capitalist sharks and these agricultural policy
changes will do the same in countrysideagriculture sector. These 3 bills which have now
become laws, will dispossess small and marginal
farmers being 86% of the 80 crore farming
community, of their land and will convert them
into bonded labor of kulaks and monopoly
business owned agri-business companies like
Reliance Fresh, Adani Green, ITC, Patanjali, Tata
Sampanna etc. This is a natural phenomenon of
capitalist ‘development’ which is to be born
uppermost in mind. We can make the suffering
exploited masses learn this bitter reality by
becoming their fellow soldiers in their fight and
not by delivering lectures by sitting aside at a safe
distance. This is the reason, this neo liberalization
onslaught is to be resisted with full might by all
well- meaning people all over the country unitedly
as these changes will not only annihilate smallmarginal farmers but also snatch whatever is left
in the thaali of the 90% of the population. One
cannot live without food. By corporatization of
agriculture, basic food items, essential for survival
like wheat, rice, maize, pulses, milk etc. will be
subjected to the same corporate loot as any other
items. We shall witness unprecedented price rise
of life saving cereals and pulses and may have to
witness dreaded famines of British Raj again as in
1930. It is not out of place to peep into our history
here. Most of the capitalists of today in our country
amassed money initially by hoarding food grains
during the colonial rule in collision with the
Britishers and then selling these cereals at
skyrocketing prices during famines!!
Fighting against this neo liberalization onslaught
in agriculture by becoming part of farmers’
movements led by the kulaks, however, will be
getting into the same trap again and getting ditched
one more time. There are three sections of the rural
population who can genuinely thwart this attack.
They are; A- landless agricultural workers-rural
proletariat, B- small farmer, petty shop keepers,
artisans and C- marginal farmers. Number of
landless workers engaged in agricultural
production increased from 10.67 crore in 2001
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census to 14.43 crore in 2011 census. If we
calculate at the same rate, number of rural
proletariat is 19.51 crore now. As per the Hindu
Business Line report, there are total 14.5 crore
families engaged in agriculture. If we take 5 as
average number of family members, total persons
dependent on agriculture activity come to 72.5
crore. Number of small farmers (up to 5 acre of
land) are 13.77 crore (19%) and marginal farmers
(up to 2.5 acre) 48.57 crore (67%). The most
significant fact, however, is that marginal farmers
(up to 2.5 acre) alone account to 67% of the total
farmers. Further data of extremely marginal
farmers up to 1 acre, 2 acre is not available. About
1.15 crore is the number of other small
shopkeepers and artisans that qualify to be with
marginal farmers and landless laborers. The size
of the Rural Revolutionary Segment (RRS),
therefore, comes to 83 crore. There would be
some overlapping here as landless laborers and
marginal farmers keep moving to slums in cities
to earn livelihood and keep coming to villages
during harvesting season.
They, together,
constitute about 65% of the total population. They
are a huge revolutionary energy. Answer to RSS
is RRS. Farmers movements have so far been led
by the kulaks and their agitations have always been
to increase the MSP whereas this Revolutionary
Rural Segment (RRS) are net buyers of
agricultural produce. They stand to lose by any
increase in MSP. That is, exactly, what has
happened every time whenever MSP is raised.
They will lose heavily if Swaminathan
Commission Report is implemented as that
recommends increasing MSP by 50%. Rich
farmers have different reasons to be furious
against the present bills. They are thrown into the
furnace of market to compete with the giant
corporate agri-companies. They want status quo as
that suits their interest. On the other hand the RRS
do not want present bills as these will hasten the
process of their pauperization but also not want the
status quo. They need to be organized as a class,
not under kulaks but against the kulaks, under
revolutionary organizations. Even if these 3 bills
are withdrawn completely, they cannot survive on
their tiny piece of land and that land too is also
destined to slip away. They need to oppose the
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status quo along with the current bills. This very
system of owning means of production in private
hands also has to go lock, stock and barrel, once
and for all. What we, actually, need today is the
massive agricultural farms having lakhs of acres of
land fully mechanized and modernized and owned
collectively by the whole society where everyone
will work not with outdated medieval means but
by latest implements, tractors, harvesters and large
irrigation facilities that will increase production
manifold as it happened in Soviet Union after
Bolshevik Revolution of 1917. The moment, the
kulaks come to know this agenda, they will change
colors instantly and will turn into foes from
friends. Kulaks know that none of their
movements can earn any fruits without
participation of large army of small and marginal
peasants, the RRS. It is the RRS who have to
outmaneuver the kulaks and raise their collective
voice against anti- people agricultural bills and do
away with capitalism. RRS have to cement their
unity. They are too many in number to be defeated
by anyone on this earth. No one can dare come in
their way. They have to know the true colors of
their ‘liberators’. They are competent to liberate
not only themselves but the other poor of the
country also. There is no other way. This is the
only way forward. Prison of capitalist production
relations has to be demolished. The cancer has to
be rooted out, buried deeply as this has a nasty
knack of reappearance. Let us remember what
Lenin, the great leader of the proletariat, taught us.
Analyzing the Agrarian Question correctly, Lenin
writes (Vol-XII, page 288); “Small production in
agriculture is doomed to extinction and to an
incredibly crushed, oppressed position under
capitalism ... Being dependent on big capital, and
being backward compared with large-scale
production in agriculture, small production can
hold on only because of the desperately reduced
consumption and laborious, arduous toil. The
dispersion and waste of human labour, the worst
forms of dependence of the producer, exhaustion
of the strength of the peasant family, of peasant
cattle and peasant land – this is what capitalism
brings to the peasant everywhere.”
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REMEMBERING
CHE GUEVARA
ON HIS 53
MARTYRDOM DAY
RD

“
Above all, always be
capable of feeling deeply
any injustice committed
against anyone,
anywhere in the world.

”

14th June 1928 – 9th October 1967
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THE UNPRECEDENTED LEVELS OF
UNEMPLOYMENT AND INDIAN CAPITALISM
Prasad V
The coronavirus induced lockdown in India has
created a condition of unprecedented levels of
unemployment in history. Further the situation is
aggravated by the failure of the government to
introduce any labor-intensive programs in health
sector or public sanitation which was a great
necessity in this situation of pandemic and which
has been undertaken in many of the capitalist
countries previously in crisis situation. As the
Modi government is trying to cover up most of
data, only partial information is available in the
form of statistics. According to the estimates from
the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy
(CMIE), over 122 million people lost their jobs in
April. Over 75% of them are small traders and
wage-laborers. A significant number of salaried
workers too lost their jobs.
With the available data (May 2020), India’s
unemployment rate is now 27.1%. This is four
times that of USA. As a result, the disturbing
scenes of desperate migrant workers fleeing cities
on foot to return to their villages dominated the
television screens and newspaper columns in
May/June, etc. This reflects a major human
tragedy. The relaxations in the lockdown since
April 20 have not shown much impact on the
unemployment rate. In fact, the urban
unemployment rate stood at 27% during the week
ending May 17, higher than the rural
unemployment rate. As per the statistics, one in
every four Indians is unemployed now.
The discussion happened in parliament in this
regard is a shocking exposure of the attitude of the
central government towards this grave issue.
Derek O' Brien, a Member of Parliament asked to
the Minister of State (MoS) for Labour and
Employment
regarding
the
monthly
unemployment rate. But the Minister couldn't give
the answer. He has given the unemployment rate
of 2018-19 financial year. Further question was
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asked about the number of people who lost jobs
due to the pandemic-induced restrictions in the last
six months. In reply, Mr. Santosh Kumar
Gangwar, the Minister of State (MoS) for Labour
and Employment said on 16th September - “As per
the PLFS 2018-19, the estimated unemployment
rate … for persons of all ages on usual status basis
in the country was 5.8%. Responding to the
questions of some other members of the
Parliament also the minister has given such
misdirecting answers. In essence he declined to
give any specific figures of monthly
unemployment as well as the impact of lockdown
on the employment.
The Covid-19 pandemic followed by lockdowns
has affected economies across the globe including
India. Government has taken some so called
initiatives for creating jobs at local levels through
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY),
Aatmanirbhar Bharat & Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan (PMGKRA).” Even
though Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has
announced a five-phased stimulus package, that
has failed to boost the demand and for that reason
failed to generate any positive impact on
employment generation.
While the lockdown was imposed upon the Indian
people, already the country has entered into high
levels of unemployment rate. Then itself the
unemployment rate was at 43-month high. The
unemployment rate has increased from 3.4% in
July 2017 to 8.7% as per the official statistics.
Many financial advisory firms have already
predicted that by the year FY 2021, the economy
may shrink by 10%.
Even though there was some relaxation in the
lockdown from April 20th onwards that has not
created the required upward momentum in
economy. Naturally, the unemployment rate
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remained as high as earlier. During the week
ending on May 17 the urban unemployment rate
stood at 27%, higher than the rural unemployment
rate. Even though the lockdown was imposed with
the purpose of curbing the spread of coronavirus
that has not done any help in containing the rate of
spread. On the other hand that has made the
economy in standstill. While due to the
unscientific management of lockdown period the
trend of spread of virus has only accentuated.
In recent weeks massive layoffs were announced
by large companies across various sectors,
including aviation, hospitality, automobiles, retail,
etc. Regarding the small and medium-sized
enterprises are concerned, how many of them will
re-open in future itself is unclear right now. The
unprecedented job loss and salary cut will further
decelerate the recovery process also. Thus the fastrising unemployment produced by the systemic
failure to prepare for and cope with the pandemic
has already set off a vicious downward spiral in
economy and the condition of employment
market. Modi government has done too little to
counter the unemployment set off by the pandemic
by increasing employment opportunity elsewhere
in the system.
The government could have undertaken a massive
program to fight the spread of covid-19 virus itself
by undertaking regular cleaning/disinfection of
public spaces, reorganizing public facilities to
maintain social distancing, campaigns for massive
social coronavirus testing, etc. That could have reemployed millions fired by employers who has
shut down their firms in private sector. Even the
capitalist economies have undertaken such
massive employment generation schemes in the
past when the economy has confronted major
crisis. But here in India the Modi government has
shown a blind eye towards any such proposals.
The much-touted ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan’
package has done nothing to provide employment
to the people impacted by the pandemic.
During the period when the Indian GDP grown at
a speed of more than 7%, more or less double of
the world average, the employment generation
growth rate was only nearly 1%. This is according
to official statistics. While even in the pre-
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liberalization (pre-1991) period, GDP growth of
average at about half that rate (3.5-4%), the
employment grew at 2 percent, double the average
of the liberalization phase. This was an important
feature of the high growth phase of the Indian
economy.
In the post liberalization period of Indian
economy, the GDP growth rate was more and
more delinked from the employment generation
rate due to multiple reasons. The output per
employee has gone exponentially high due to
unprecedented mechanization of production and
utilization of high skill. This was aided by the
global competition and the necessity of becoming
part of global production from the Indian corporate
side. Equally the poor people’s earlier existing
smaller employments were destroyed by the
capture of land as well as the destruction of rural
economy. Thus the output gone upwards while the
employment generation gone downwards as
happened in most of the major industries. But the
industrialists were happier because liberalization
put them effectively in charge of industrialization;
it gave them incentives with almost free gifts of
land and tax holidays as well as other concessions.
Unemployment turns out to be a vicious cycle in
capitalism. When the workers are losing the job,
their consuming power reduces significantly. As a
result of that, they will not be able to purchase
consumer goods as well as other necessary things.
The capacity of the market of such things will
come down as a result of that and capitalist have
to reduce the production of such things. This
affects their profitability. In return, in order to
maintain the profitability, the capitalist fires some
of the employees. Again the capacity of the market
shrinks due to that. So the unemployment leads to
reduction in market and reduction in market leads
to further unemployment. Thus it turns out to be a
vicious cycle.
In India, the economy was in severe crisis at the
beginning of the pandemic due to its own reasons.
But the pandemic has further triggered the
economy to still downward trajectory. The
unemployment crisis was already there but the
pandemic has pushed the unemployment level to
unprecedented levels due to the crisis in economy.
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The government has done nothing to improve the
employment condition by undertaking some type
of massive employment generation scheme.
Reduction of workforce that is creation of
unemployment is a result of the decision of the
capitalist class. The capitalist class considers only
their profit and that is the criteria for them to
decide upon the size of the workforce. The
capitalists have to take their decision according to
the necessity of the capitalist economy. Otherwise
the economy will punish them. If their decision is
correct, the economy rewards them. That is how
the capitalist system which bases itself on profit
works. Thus the difficulties caused to workers by
unemployment either during the pandemic or other
times is a result of the very process of capitalism.
The capitalists cannot generate profit without
workers. The workers cannot pull on without
adequate employment. It means the industrial
production is a necessity of both the classes. The
government also cannot exist without favoring
industrial production. Because the income of the
government also flows from the tax revenues
which is a part of the profit from the industry. Then
what is the necessity of this periodic economic
crisis that reduces the profitability as well as
employment levels and make the condition of the
workers very bad? Just like the advanced capitalist
world, India also has gone through capitalist crisis
in 1992, 2000, 2008 and now. As such prim fascia,
the crisis is not the interest of the capitalist class or
the government. But the system periodically
generates that. They cannot escape from that. That
is the basic contradiction in the capitalist system
where the production is motivated by profit.
There are some reasons why capitalism produces
and reproduces unemployment; because they as a
class accrues some benefits from that. The high
profits are always followed by higher investments
and high cost of labor. The rising wages at some
point in time kick starts reducing profitability. The
reducing profitability is to be countered by the
capitalist class in the interest of their business. The
unemployment situation increases the size of the
reserve army of the unemployed laborers. This
enhances the competition among the workers to
get an employment for pulling on. In such a
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situation a good number of unemployed workers
who has to find out an employment in some way
become ready to accept lower wages, either in a
new employment or to replace an old worker
working on higher wages. Thus the increase in the
reserve army of the unemployed exerts a
downward pressure on the share of the wage. This
helps the capitalist class to reduce the wages. This
enhances their profit share. This strengthens their
investment decisions. Thus the capitalist class
benefits from the increase in size of the
unemployed labor force. Thus capitalism as a
system needs both unemployment and
employment in order to boost their profitability.
Thus the periodic cycles of unemployment flows
from the capitalistic crisis of systemic nature and
the capitalist class utilizes that for their own
benefit.
The capitalist system is incapable of solving the
problem of unemployment. It keeps the long-term
unemployment rate more or less steady. That is the
necessity of the system itself in order to exert the
downward pressure on the wages. In the short
living higher investment periods, many workers
may get jobs with better salary. But that is an
exception. The general rule is steady
unemployment and periodic crisis leading to
extremes of unemployment and poverty.
Capitalism generates the unemployed. But the
unemployed is not involved in the decisions that
has led to the high level of unemployment. Even
after this is true the workers and their families
suffer maximum with the problem. Not only the
unemployment leads to extreme types of poverty,
but also it is associated with rising levels of
depression, alcoholism, drug abuse, marital
problems, etc. It affects the workers and their
families with anxieties. It is associated with
declining levels of worker self-esteem, job skills,
etc. In short it affects the total well-being of the
worker and their family including physical and
mental health.
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The defenders of capitalism often make complaint
that the affected workers fall to the speeches and
propaganda of the critiques of the capitalist system
itself. Unknowingly such defenders of capitalism
defend the bourgeois system. They fail to
understand the mechanism of the unemployment
problem. That is, they fail to understand that it is
system generated and the capitalist system cannot
prevent that. On the other hand the system
continuously generates unemployment problem
which is a secondary to the periodic economic
crisis the system is affected with.
If the consideration of profit is the central cause
that is leading to the unemployment problem, the
solution lies in that understanding itself. We have
to create a system that is above profit
considerations, where production is not based on
profit motive. Such a system only can ultimately
save the society and the working class from the
present problem of unemployment which is
periodical in nature. It means ultimately the
solution lies in overthrowing the capitalist state
itself and establishing a socialist system.

REMEMBERING

AVTAR SINGH ‘PASH’
ON HIS 70TH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY
Most treacherous is not the robbery
of hard earned wages
Most horrible is not the torture by the police.
Most dangerous is not the graft for the
treason and greed.
To be caught while asleep is surely bad
surely bad is to be buried in silence
But it is not most dangerous.
To remain dumb and silent in the face of
trickery
Even when just, is definitely bad
Surely bad is reading in the light of a firefly
But it is not most dangerous
Most dangerous is
To be filled with dead peace
Not to feel agony and bear it all,
Leaving home for work
And from work return home
Most dangerous is the death of our dreams.
- Avtar Singh ‘Pash’

(Translation of Pash’s poem ‘Mehnat Ki Loot’
by Dr. Satnam Singh Sandhu)
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BIHAR ELECTIONS

TAKE REVENGE BY BALLOT ON ANTIPEOPLE GOVERNMENT AND PARTIES –
UNITE FOR A SOCIALIST FUTURE IN THE
LEADERSHIP OF THE WORKING CLASS
Shekhar
Less than a month is left now for Bihar Assembly
elections. But for the poor and the toilers, the
question of whom to vote and why still remains a
'mystery' as independent Left or Revolutionary
Left alliance didn't appear at all. Pre-election
alliance of Parliamentary Left with RJD and
Congress has also not yet finally materialized. The
atmosphere within the left is one of gloom and
despair as the euphoria of alliance with RJD and
the possibility of increasing the list of tally of its
winning candidates in this election is now dying
down. 'Mystery' also shrouds if the Parliamentary
Left would at all join RJD-led Mega Alliance i.e.
Mahagathbandhan or not.

toilers and poor sections of society have been
pushed further and further into penury and
pauperization. How is it possible that everything
in this society is made by the toiling sections, the
majority of Indian society, and at the same time it
is only them who vote and put people in place to
run the government, even then their lives are
getting more and more miserable by the passing
second? Let us dwell upon the present times and
the tasks in the elections as well as without
elections.

‘Voting’ is not only our democratic right but is
also an essential weapon in/under a bourgeois
democracy for giving a befitting reply to the antipeople and oppressive governments. And the
people of Bihar should certainly use this in the
upcoming Bihar elections.
But we’ll also have to address this question: If till
now there has been no material (positive) change
in the lives of the people by just choosing or
removing a particular bourgeois government, how
will it be any different this time? Will the new
governments not act as the ‘right-hand man’ of the
capitalist classes? We’ll have to seriously ponder
upon the fact that why under the rule of such
governments as materialized and formed by the
votes of the toiling masses who constitute the
majority, the capitalists are getting richer and the
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I
How does choosing a government through
elections and ballot help the toilers in a class
divided society? In a class divided society, the
fruits of labour are enjoyed by the capitalists i.e.
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the capitalist class as a whole owing to its special
position in the society. They are the rulers, owns
the means of production and run its own
production system with the help of a well-defined
System of State Power entrenched throughout the
society and in all its pores, that however allows
toiling people to choose and form governments by
casting their votes and thus electing their
representatives in the successive governments.
This system works so efficiently that no basic
changes can be brought in the system by just
changing, overthrowing or replacing a government
as the system works mainly on the basis of
omnipotence of capital which guarantees their rule
by fetching support from all the pillars of the
system through bribes and other means. Armed
forces are the mainstay of its rule in just the same
way as feudal army was the mainstay of
Monarchy. Thus based on a completely calibrated
system of their rule, they turn the labour of the
laboring masses into profit and capital and thus
increase their capability further bribe the
governments and all who matter. They have the
government’s support for this as only they have
brought this parliamentary system of elected
governments into being by overthrowing or
replacing the erstwhile feudal system and
monarchy. This is how, in short and without going
into jargons, a capitalist system works based on the
theory of ''base and superstructure'' dialectics.
In India, the above story of amassing all wealth,
the creation of the laboring masses, and
distributing among themselves by the capitalist
classes has been going on uninterruptedly since the
last 70 years irrespective of which party governs.
Whatever wealth India possesses is the result of
their hard work only. The wealth and capital so
produced by the laboring masses in return for just
their meagre wages is getting concentrated into
fewer and fewer hands.
While the laboring masses are being exploited in
more and more regressive manner as the time
passes and the rule of the capitalist class
consolidates itself with more and more
concentration of wealth in their hands, the number
of the proletariat (those who live by selling their
labour power alone) is also swelling very fast nowa-days. Why? Because the small and petty

THE TRUTH / Issue 6 / October 2020

capitalists are being ruined, getting devastated and
joining their ranks. This is in the sync with the law
of capitalist growth where the capital gets
accumulated in the hands of an increasingly fewer
hands at the top and the vast majority at the bottom
are forced to live in poverty and on sweat. In a
capitalist society, prosperity for all is thus an
illusion. Prosperity for everyone will not be
possible until the capitalist system as a whole and
not just capitalist government is overthrown and in
its place a socialised mode of production is
establish which will put all capital under social
ownership. The goal of private profit and private
capital needs to be abandoned completely, if
prosperity for all is to be ensured.
That's why we see that the masses are tired of
voting again and again with no real change coming
as a result. As soon as one imposter is caught, the
other one comes right along to dupe the masses.
Thus no change is guard (of whatever colour)
would come to rescue the society from the clutches
of the capitalist class. By changing parties and
leaders that rule we let ourselves be fooled every
time and vote one of them, again thinking that
possibly they’ll bring some constructive and basic
change in our lives this or that time.
Remember when in 2014 and again in 2019
Narendra Modi came with such appealing
promises! It seemed as if this time he’ll take away
all the griefs and sorrows of the poor. But what
actually happened or what is happening right now
is all before us. Where the wealth of capitalists like
Adani, Ambani and many others has multiplied a
number of times, the conditions of the masses have
further deteriorated. Not only jobs, but their rights
are also being snatched away today. Tomorrow if
their right to vote is also snatched from them, it
won’t be a big shocker.
The main reason of this extreme loot under Modi's
rule is that the wheel of profit of the big capitalist
class is completely stuck due to the unending
economic crisis, and that is why the capitalists
have wreaked havoc on the toiling masses. After
all, the capitalists hoard the riches by sucking the
labour only. But this time under Modi's rule even
the last drop of blood of the working class is also
not being spared.
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Not only this, the current crisis is such that the
existence of all the intermediary classes (like the
petty capitalists, small and medium farmers, urban
middle and lower-middle classes and smallmedium business class, etc.) have also come under
threat so far as their economic existence is
concerned. The new farmers’ bill brought by the
Modi Government aims to establish complete
hegemony of the corporate capitalist class in the
agriculture sector.
This is all happening because the rule of the
capitalist class and its whole system exists and
works for profit. Only this is propelling the society
to such brutalities and extreme exploitation. There
would be no let up until the rule of the bourgeoisie
is overthrown

II
Based on the experience of the past 70 years, it is
clear that the masses, especially the working class
and toiling masses cannot free themselves either
from poverty as well as from their exploitation
without completely doing away with and
uprooting the capitalist system as a whole
including their mode of production. There is no
other option or relief available to them. Be it Bihar
Election or General Election, the masses have had
the taste of every party’s rule. Today, the parties
who sit in the opposition were in power yesterday
and today’s rulers were in the opposition then.
There wasn’t much difference in their regimes. All
these parties who are seen squabbling and
criticising each other, are all faithful servants of
the capitalist class. If this is not the case, then how
come only the capitalist class has seen growth and
prosperity? The parties which thrive on the vote
bank of dalits and so called backward classes and
castes are also not an exception. So, no matter who
wins or loses, nothing much is going to change for
the masses. Even while keeping in mind the prime
question of defeating the fascists and
overthrowing them, we can say that the change of
guard will only bring cosmetic changes and quite
temporary relief from fascist attacks.
Bihar has a coalition government of JDU and BJP,
also popularly called ‘government of double
engine’, under the leadership of Nitish Kumar.
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This government is also 'doubly anti-people'.
Murder, rape, police brutalities and corruption are
rampant. Unemployment, poverty and starvation
related deaths are ever increasing. The Nitish
government has proved to be an utter failure in
tackling the issues like education, health, women
safety, corruption control and safety from corona
pandemic. Even something as basic as a ration
card is not available to everyone. There is no limit
to the perils faced by the corona infected patients
and their families. Even the middle class is
terrified after witnessing the dilapidated condition
of government hospitals and the sheer loot in
private hospitals that is going on in the name of
healthcare.
It is to be specially noted that all the BJP-ruled
states are worse off. Let us take the example of
Uttar Pradesh. Apart from rape, murder, police
brutalities and deteriorating health conditions, the
situation in Uttar Pradesh is such that the students
qualifying competitive exams for government jobs
will also have to work for 5 years under a kind of
contract system with meagre wages or salary
where they’ll be subjected to an appraisal every 6
months and only after clearing all this they will be
granted the status of permanent government
employee. And to add to that, to curb the growing
restlessness and shimmering revolt among the
masses, the government is putting together a
special police force called UPSSF (Uttar Pradesh
Special Security Force) that will have the power to
search and arrest even without a court warrant and
also without any fear of legal reprimands as courts
are also debarred from taking cognizance of any
complaints filed in this regard unless the
government gives its nod.

III
A capitalist system unexceptionally breeds
economic crisis and provides no solution for it
from within, however it may work flexibly and
efficiently. The very reasons of crisis are inbuilt in
it. The length, breadth and depth of the ongoing
crisis lingering for years now is such that no
flexibility in bourgeois rule will come to its
solution. Not even extreme exploitation is a
solution. This is the inevitable result of the over
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ripening of capitalism or the capitalist mode of
production.
When this crisis deepens, the capitalist class’s
ability to make profit and accumulate capital is
threatened. And if the crisis becomes structural
and permanent, like the present crisis, then the
capitalist class increases its loot exceptionally.
Today, the anti-people and anti-worker policies
brought on by the Modi government in the center
as well as in various states is the result of this same
economic crisis. In this situation, the biggest
capitalists in the whole capitalist camp, that is, the
big Capitalists and Corporates start engulfing and
gobbling up the smaller capitalists. That is why, in
2014, the corporates and big capitalists hailed
Modi as ‘saviour of the nation’ and sat him on the
central throne. With the help of the Modi
government, just a few corporates and big
capitalists are looting all the resources available to
and created by man's labour and nature, and
sucking even the last drop of blood of the toiling
masses. They are taking over all the resources and
bringing them under their monopoly rule. Mines,
farms, water, forests, mountains, minerals,
airports, telephone services, defense sector,
railways, banks, insurance, steel industries, petrol
and diesel companies, foodings, education and
research, school, college, universities, hospitals
and healthcare sector, i.e., all the valuable public,
private or natural resources available to mankind
are being taken over by them and the government
is aiding by curbing all the voices of dissent
against this unprecedented loot and plunder.
‘Democracy’, bourgeois constitution and justice,
everything is under serious threat. The society has
thus been subjected to regression.

people laws. Today, the extremely anti-people
deeds being done and executed by BJP are an
extension of the anti-people policies of Congress
itself. Even today, they share the same position as
far as the economic policies are concerned.
Then we must ask why did the corporate capitalist
class left Congress in the lurch and support Modi?
Why did they bring BJP into power? The answer
is easy to understand. The crisis ridden corporates
and big capitalist class needed such a dictatorial
regime as one that could serve their purpose by
enabling them to loot and plunder all the resources
of the country and suck the last drop of blood or
even the marrow from the bones of the working
class while curbing or distracting the people’s
protest in any way possible. Gujarat 2002 became
the perfect resume for Modi who by slaughtering
the Muslims and flaunting his image of ‘Protector
of Hindus’ showed that he could help the capitalist
class in this time of severest crisis by distracting
the masses with the politics of hate between Hindu
and Muslim and jingoism. Congress’ image was
already tarnished by its long anti-people reign. The
name of Sonia Gandhi, originally an Italian
resident, attached with Congress was also an
obstacle. On the other hand, apart from Gandhi
family, Congress also didn’t have a leader of such
a stature who could attack the rights of the people
and still stay popular among them and also
continue the regime of the capitalist class without
much damage with the same calibre as Modi.

IV
Today, Congress is criticising the Modi
government but the economic policies of both
Congress and BJP are pro-corporate. The regional
bourgeois parties exhibit the same or even worse
tendencies, and are the most opportunist and
corrupt. We shouldn’t forget that it was Congress
who, in 1991, brought liberalisation, privatisation
and globalisation under the National Economic
Policy and they also brought the policies to
demolish the labour laws along with other pro-
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V
We find that in the last six years Modi quite
‘magically’ did everything which was necessary
for continuing the super profits of the corporate
capitalist class. Without even removing the tag of
‘democracy’, constitution and ‘independent’
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judiciary, the Modi government successfully took
over all the institutions of the capitalist democratic
state established after ‘independence’ and
strengthened the foundation of Hindu Rashtra, the
Indian variant of fascism. The attack on
democratic rights of people is ever increasing. In
this way, the nexus of the State, corporates and the
shrewd fascist gangs was successful slowly but
steadily digging the grave of Indian democracy.
However, the shroud covering it to give the due
appearance of democracy was left as it is. The
difference between the existence and nonexistence of the parliament and other such
institutions has been eradicated by Modi.
Parliament or no parliament, it makes not much
difference. The way in which the farmers’ bill was
forcefully passed in the parliament, is the latest
and the most concrete example and proof of this.
Judiciary was also made to submit to the fascist
powers.

VI
Corona pandemic completely demolished the
already crisis ridden economy and its burden was
dumped on the shoulders of the toiling masses.
The current economic crisis is permanent and will
not easily be resolved. And hence, the fascist loot
will continue and no one will be spared; masses
from the working class as well as the middle and
lower middle class along with them all the
intermediary classes will be faced with unseen and
unprecedented miseries as a result of this. The
working class and toiling masses will be pushed
further deeper into the quagmire of unemployment
and starvation. The government will further
increase the attacks on democratic rights in order
to stifle the voices of dissent. And if the working
class strikes back, the fascist power may directly
take the parliament and constitution in their hands
as they did in order to pass the farmers’ bill.
The other way of curbing protesting voices is to
feed the people at large the vicious politics of
Hindu-Muslim, mandir-masjid, China-KashmirPakistan and ultra-nationalism, using which
they’ve already corrupted a big chunk of the
population. Even today, media is devoted to
spreading their propaganda. In this sense, the
current regime of the Modi government is much
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more dangerous than Indira Gandhi’s emergency.
It's not going to be easy to defeat these fascists
because their regime at the center is backed by a
surge of an extremely reactionary and communal
mass movement and ultra-nationalism which has
hindered the capacity of logical reasoning of the
common masses disabling them from deciding
what is right or wrong for them. By instilling the
fear of a national insecurity and by continuously
blaming Muslims for this, the people have been
robbed of their ability to differentiate between
truth and lies.
But this situation won’t always stay the same.
Extreme unemployment and starvation is forcing
people to see things clearly.
Brothers and sisters! The election may be in
Bihar, but the truth is that the situation of the
whole country is in danger and peril. If the country
won’t survive, then how will Bihar? The people of
this country will have to think about the ways to
come out of the swamp of the current capitalist
system. And there is no way other than the
establishment of a socialist state with all the
oppressed and exploited sections of the masses
under the leadership of the working class. This is
the only real option available to the toiling masses
which is also their long term goal. It is the rotting,
crisis ridden capitalist system which breeds
fascism. And until it is overthrown and completely
done away with, there can be no solution to the
problems faced by the masses. The change of
government will only help in creating an
environment in which the spirits and the morale of
the masses can be lifted. After this, the path ahead
comprises the expansion of the mass movement
and maintaining its continuity, for which the
situations are becoming more and more ripe as the
economic crisis is bound to deepen further.
Therefore, let us come together and declare our
only valid goal - the creation of a socialist state
under the leadership of the working class, which
will be a truly democratic society free from all the
ill effects of capital and where the people of Bihar
as well as the whole country would be prosperous
by ending the exploitation and oppression for once
and for ever. (to be continued in the next issue)
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CONDEMN DELHI POLICE’S ATTEMPT TO FALSELY
IMPLICATE SITARAM YECHURY, APOORVANAND ET AL!
IMMEDIATELY RELEASE UMAR KHALID! :
PRC, CPI (ML)
PRC, CPI (ML) strongly condemns the Delhi
Police’s attempt to falsely implicate CPI (M)
General Secretary Sitaram Yechury along with
Prof. Jayati Ghosh, Swaraj Abhiyan National
Convenor Yogendra Yadav, Prof. Apoorvanand
and documentary filmmaker Rahul Roy in
February Delhi Riot Conspiracy Case. PRC also
condemns the arrest of Umar Khalid on concocted
and false grounds under UAPA and demands his
immediate release.
Though Delhi Police seems to have come on back
foot over the issue of supplementary charge sheet
in Delhi Riot conspiracy case implicating Sitaram
Yechury and et al, at least temporarily for now, yet
this has clearly indicated the dirtiest intentions of
the Central Government led by RSS’s men, Modi
and Amit Shah duo, to crack down heavily on all
those who dissent or try to oppose the
government’s imposition of anti-people policies,
whether it is NRC-CAA or other pro-corporate
policies. Now, when Delhi Police is denying this,
though tactically, the Central Home Ministry owes
a statement to the whole nation clarifying the
entire situation in this regard.
However, it does not come as a matter of surprise
for us and also those who for the last 6 years have
been characterising this Modi Government as a
fascist one working to capture the State from
within using its power and prowess owing to
having itself firmly placed in the driving seat of the
bourgeois State Power twice in a row. After
winning State power successively for the second
time through elections in 2019 with even greater
number of Lok Sabha seats (303), it has now come
on the verge of establishing a fascist dictatorship.
It has already taken over all the institutions
responsible for establishing the ‘rule of law’ as
enshrined in a bourgeois democracy which in itself
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is also a veiled and indirect dictatorship of the
bourgeoisie. And now, having almost established
direct and open bourgeois dictatorship, Modi
Government can do anything it wishes to do. There
would be virtually no challenge coming from
within the State. Any challenge, if it comes at all,
will come from outside riding on the crest of the
mass movement. Otherwise there is no way to
resists it. Progressive, democratic and
revolutionary sections along with those sections of
the masses who are being oppressed have to suffer
and bear the brunt till then. The blatant and
unprecedented attempt to arrest even the likes of
comrade Yechury and Yogendra Yadav, who have
faithfully served the bourgeoisie and the bourgeois
constitution, is just a pointer to this. But, there is a
doubt that even after this they won’t wake up to
the necessity of doing away with the rule of the
bourgeoisie. This task is to be solely completed
and fulfilled by the toilers and the proletariat of our
country despite them. This is the reality.
This type of blatantly open and shameless act on
the part of Delhi Police is nothing but an indication
of the growing restlessness of the ruling fascist
dispensation in the wake of continuously growing
disenchantment of the common masses
particularly the youth from the Modi rule.
We know that the Indian bourgeois economy is in
deep economic crisis whose burden has been
thrown upon the common masses while corporate
capitalists have hugely benefitted even from this
Covid-19 induced crisis turning it into an
opportunity with the assistance of the Modi
government. Modi government is resorting to
cheap selling of the PSUs to these corporates. Poor
peasants are dying or committing suicides owing
to heavy debt and unprecedented ruin. Youth have
come out to protest against privatization which has
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led to unemployment on an unprecedented scale.
Workers and toilers are undoubtedly the worst hit,
but middle and lower middle classes are also badly
affected by this crisis. More than 90% MSMEs are
ruined or finished. Small businessmen are also
committing suicides due to this. There are now no
single strata of common masses and people,
whether belonging to urban or rural India, which
is not enraged by the policies and the rule of Modi
Government. Even after being incessantly hit by
the pandemic, they have seen no government help
coming for them. Much touted and highlighted 20
lakh crore package has all gone in the pockets of
corporate and big businessmen. Unemployment is
soaring high and high, while GDP rate has sunk to
the bottom of the sea. The bourgeois experts have
also said that that any respite from this is unlikely
even after two years.
Media has been taken over and is busy in falsely
praising Modi and trying to cover up its failure.
Even an extremely sensitive issue like tension on
the border with China is being dealt with sheer
irresponsibility. Jingoism & ultra-aggressive
nationalism are being played out causing an
already complicated situation to become all the
more precarious. It is being done just to cover the
utter failures of the Modi government in proper
tackling of the border issue as well as in handling
the crisis on the economic front.
The growing loss of faith for Modi’s rule can be
seen in this that Modi’s birthday (17th September)
is going to be observed as the National
Unemployment Day by the youth and common
masses of the country.
It is, therefore, no surprise that Modi Government
is extremely furious and disturbed at seeing people
come out in open protest. And it is for this reason
that now Modi wants to utilize its iron hold on the
state machinery against all those who raise, can
raise and are known to have been continuously
raising their voices against Modi’s misrule and his
completely communal and fascist government.
The abovementioned attempt to falsely implicate
public figures such as Sitaram Yechury in the
Delhi riot conspiracy case is an ample evidence to
show what is in store for the countrymen, whether
pro-Modi or anti-Modi, when they dare to protest
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against Modi’s Government’s gross injustices
being meted out to them as well as to the whole of
the countrymen.
It is especially noteworthy the Modi government
is facing a real danger of a spontaneous mass
upsurge and public protest on national level as
people from every walk of life have been ruined
economically in just the past 6 years under Modi’s
rule. To pre-empt this, it is but natural that Modi
Government is hell bent upon implicating the
tallest leaders and public figures i.e. all those who
it feels can play a pivotal role and hence are taken
as potential threat to its rule. It actually makes no
difference to Modi Government that Sitaram
Yechury or Yogendra Yadav are in essence no
danger to the bourgeois rule, even though they are
against Modi government. They just want a status
quo by trying to defend the bourgeois democracy
that they worship. This is their politics. Their
opposition to Modi’s rule is limited to resumption
of the old order and nothing more. Even then also,
Modi’s rule would not like to spare them. We have
seen how Prof. Apoorvanand attacked Lenin by
portraying him as an enemy of democracy. Even
this trick could not save him from the ire of the
Modi’s rule. This is a lesson for all those
renegades, revisionists and detractors of the
working class and Marxism-Leninism who think
that by abusing the great teachers of the proletariat
and deviating towards the bourgeoisie in politics
they can entice the fascists and be saved. In India,
such people have served the bourgeois rule for all
these decades, even accepted to do so from within
whenever bourgeoisie needed their services. but,
still they are being targeted for the simple reason
that when capitalism decays into fascism there is
no room left for accommodating even the likes of
them i.e. the revisionists. Even the centrist-liberal
leaders and open or veiled apologists of liberal
bourgeoisie and bourgeois democracy won’t have
any room for accommodation after the
establishment of a fascist dictatorship. There is no
middle liberal path left open now.
The crack down on such public figures also
corroborates the fact that the Modi government is
inching closer and closer towards completing their
agenda of establishing fascist rule in India.
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The rise in public discontent and anger has made
the situation all the more precarious for Modi.
PRC believes that Fascism in India will soon see
its doom. People are rising and also activists are
now more than ever before determined and ready
to face all the threats including those of being
jailed, tortured and killed.
The permanent global economic crisis is forcing
the fascist government to shed even the last shreds
of the veil of bourgeois democracy in order to
allow the unhindered loot of our country’s
resources by the big bourgeoisie in the face of the
rising mass outcry. Hence, taking into account the
present acts of intensified repression that Modi
government is resorting to it is safe to say that
more number of people will get are getting
enlightened everyday by all such repressive steps.
Fascists are becoming more and more restless in
the wake of the rising people’s protests. It is
therefore important to keep our moral high and
launch an overall fight from all corners against
such blatant attacks.
PRC, CPI (ML) therefore appeals to all justice
loving people and progressive sections of the
society to urgently understand the need of a united
struggle and demand an immediate end to all such
madness on the part of the Modi’s Government,
stop repression and release all those political
prisoners who have been jailed without any
evidence of a crime and who are languishing in jail
without trial for more than two years now. We also
urge one and all of the progressive and democratic
sections of the country to together join hands in
organising the toilers and working class in order to
launch a powerful democratic movement so that
the present scenario is changed and democratic
rights of dissent and protest are secured.

REMEMBERING COMRADE

VICTOR JARA
Victor Jara was a Chilean teacher,
theater director, poet, singersongwriter and communist political
activist who was tortured and killed
in the days after a 1973 CIA-backed
coup that overthrew the socialist
President Salvador Allende and
brought Augusto Pinochet to
power.

“
For a song takes on meaning
when it beats in the veins of one
who will die singing the real
truths.

”

15th September 2020
Ajay Sinha
General Secretary,
Proletarian Reorganizing Committee,
CPI (ML)
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28 September 1932 - 16 September 1973
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ALL INDIA WORKERS’ PROTEST / 23 SEPTEMBER 2020
RD

10 Central Trade Unions gave the call for nationwide militant protests on 23rd September 2020
against anti-worker destructive policies of the Modi Government, especially the attempts to
implement the 4 Labour Codes in place of the mechanism of 44 central labour laws, along with wage
cuts, loss of employment, crisis of unorganized sector workers etc.
Mazdoor Adhikar Sangharsh Abhiyan (MASA), a joint platform of 15 revolutionary trade union
federations and workers’ organizations across India, also joined the protest call with its stand on the
urgent need to move beyond symbolic protests towards a decisive and continuous struggle.
Delhi

Delhi – IFTU Sarwahara

Rohtas, Bihar – Grameen Mazdoor Union

Punjab

Udham Singh Nagar, Uttarakhand – Inqlabi Mazdoor Kendra, Mazdoor Sahyog Kendra, CTUs
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Kerala

Kurukshetra, Haryana – Jan Sangharsh Manch Haryana

Paschim Bardhaman, W. Bengal – IFTU Sarwahara

Kaithal, Haryana – Jan Sangharsh Manch Haryana

Silvasa, Dadra Nagar Haveli – TUCI

Thane, Maharashtra – TUCI

Gurgaon, Haryana – IMK, MSK, CTUs
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Hanumangarh, Rajasthan – MNREGA Mazdoor Union
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MAZDOOR ADHIKAR SANGHARSH ABHIYAN (MASA)’S
STATEMENT ON SUPREME COURT’S ORDER ON
REMOVAL OF 48,000 JHUGGIS IN DELHI
The Supreme Court has passed an order on 31st
August 2020 to remove Delhi's around 48000
jhuggis which are situated in a stretch of almost
140 km on both sides of the railway tracks within
3 months. The Supreme Court has also stated in
the order that no other court can put a stay
order/injunction on this removal order and no
interim order can be applicable to this issue, and
“no interference, political or otherwise” should
be there on this issue. The Supreme Court bench
of three judges headed by Justice Arun Mishra
has passed this order (Writ Petition(s)(Civil)
No(s). 13029/1985) in response to the affidavit
filed by the Railway Ministry of Modi
government, where it appealed to the Supreme
Court for removal of the jhuggis and the people
residing there citing the reason that these people
were responsible for the waste/garbage around
the railway tracks. The Rail Ministry in its
affidavit also stated that it had already formed a
Special Task Force for the removal of these
jhuggis. This order will be deadly for the
working people already struggling against the
deep crisis of life and livelihood amidst the
pandemic and economic crisis. At least 2.5-10
lakh (or possibly even more than that) poor
working class people will lose homes and will be
deprived of their shelter as a result of this order.
The working class people who are at the
receiving end of the worst effects of the
pandemic and lockdown are the residents of
these jhuggis. The order of removal of the slums
has been given without hearing their side. There
is no mention of providing alternative housing to
these people, which is a clear violation of
fundamental rights of these residents. In the
Supreme Court judgment given by a bench of
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five judges in Olga Tellis case, the right to
livelihood and housing was accepted as a
fundamental right under Right to Life i.e. Article
21 of the Constitution of India. But this decision
found no mention in the recent order. Also, Delhi
High Court in 2010 in Sudama Singh case
clearly stated that it is the responsibility of the
government to ensure proper alternative housing
to the slum dwellers based on a survey before
any slum demolition. Despite providing a clear
legal framework for the cases of slum demolition
and alternative housing, this decision also found
no mention in the present order of the Supreme
Court.
This is worth mentioning that the decision of
removal of jhuggis in 3 months came at a time
when the whole world is facing the crisis of
pandemic and the danger of corona infection is
all around. Not only this order fails to give any
relief to the slum dwellers in terms of alternative
housing, but the implementation of the order is
dangerous for their lives too. Mazdoor Adhikar
Sangharsh Abhiyan (MASA) strongly condemns
this order and considers this order not only
inhumane but also unconstitutional and against
principles of natural justice and law.
The present and previous Central and Delhi
governments repeatedly gave fake promises of
“jahaan jhuggi wahin makaan” (Pakka houses
in place of slums) in every election, but in reality
the working masses are compelled to live in
deplorable condition in these jhuggis because of
the insensitivity and pro-capitalist policies of
these governments. All these governments in the
preceding decades have intensified the problem
of livelihood and shelter by regular slum
demolition rather than resolution of the housing
problem. Delhi Government in its press
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conference on 11th September 2020 has stated
that it has 45,857 vacant homes in its disposal
which were built under different schemes for
slum dwellers. But despite that, the government
could not take any proper step to provide
alternative housing to the slum dwellers in so
many years. Even after this order, the Central
and the Delhi Governments are not doing much
except for pointing fingers and indulging in
blame game among each other. MASA
condemns the anti-worker attitude of the Central
and Delhi Governments.
It is also worth mentioning that the step of
demolition of slums situated in the lands owned
by Railways is being undertaken vigorously
according to the privatisation policies of the
Modi government. Central Government is
emptying the lands of Railways through Railway
Land Development Authority (RLDA) and fast
executing the plan to transfer those lands to
private hands. The process is going on in various
places across the country including Delhi in
areas of Shakur Basti, Ashok Vihar, KishanganjKarol Bagh etc. MASA strongly protests against
the policies of privatization of Railways and
other sectors by Modi government and the antiworker and anti-people steps taken by it as per
these policies, and demands the withdrawal of
these policies and steps.
Condemning the inhumane order, MASA
demands that the Supreme Court must take
back this order, while the Central Rail
Ministry and Delhi government on their part
should also file for review of this order at the
earliest from a pro-people and humane
perspective. Those affected by this order must
be given the opportunity to be heard by the
Supreme Court, and it must prohibit
Railways from handing over such lands to
corporate sector for business purposes.
MASA also demands that the policies and the
steps taken by Modi Government to privatize
Railways and other sectors must be stopped
immediately.
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Coordination Committee,
Mazdoor Adhikar Sangharsh Abhiyan
(MASA)

MAZDOOR ADHIKAR
SANGHARSH ABHIYAN (MASA)
Constituent Federations and Organizations:
1) All India Workers Council (AIWC)
2) Grameen Mazdoor Union, Bihar
3) Indian Council of Trade Unions (ICTU)
4) Indian Federation of Trade Unions (IFTU)
5) IFTU Sarwahara
6) Inqlabi Mazdoor Kendra
7) Inqlabi Mazdoor Kendra, Punjab
8) Jan Sangharsh Manch Haryana
9) Karnataka Shramika Shakthi
10) Mazdoor Sahyog Kendra, Gurgaon-Bawal
11) Mazdoor Sahyog Kendra, Uttarakhand
12) Mazdoor Samanvay Kendra
13) Socialist Workers Centre (SWC), Tamil
Nadu
14) Struggling Workers Coordination
Committee (SWCC), West Bengal
15) Trade Union Centre of India (TUCI)

MASA Webinar Series – 3
“Rapid Privatization and Ongoing Resistance”
4th October 2020 (Sunday), 6 to 8 PM.
Live on MASA’s Facebook Page
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NATIONAL UNEMPLOYMENT DAY / 17 SEPTEMBER 2020
TH

National Unemployment Day was observed across the country on 17th September 2020 on the
birthday of Narendra Modi to register a nationwide protest against unprecedented rising
unemployment and other related issues concerning the youth, students and workers of the country.
Protest demonstrations, campaigns, and rallies were organized across the country by various sections
of the society including youth, students and workers. Lakhs of tweets on Twitter poured in with the
hashtag #National_Unemployment_Day, which trended on Twitter today at #1, even above the
hashtags for Modi’s birthday.
Before this, similar protests against rising unemployment were organized by the youth across states
on 5th Sept. at 5 PM for 5 minutes (#5pm_5min) and on 9th Sept. at 9 pm for 9 minutes (#9pm_9min).
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9 PM – 9 MINUTES / 9 SEPT. 2020
TH
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The youth lit candles on 9th Sep at 9 PM for 9
minutes in protest against rising unemployment.
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