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The ongoing farmers' agitation on a singular 

demand for the repeal of the recently enacted 

three laws for agricultural reforms by the Centre 

is inching towards a final showdown. Though 

with the open entry of Haryana’s kulak-

dominated Khap Panchayat, forcing even MLAs 

to withdraw support for the Khattar 

Government, it now clearly looks like an intra-

class showdown. The negotiation between 

Punjab farmers leaders and Modi Government 

represented by three central ministers held last 

day on 1st December has come a cropper. The 

Government's proposal to form a Committee 

comprising of farmers' and government 

representatives along with experts on agriculture 

to look into and discuss these laws was turned 

down saying time for such a committee has 

passed. The farmers leaders said that the 

Government must stop giving presentation on 

the laws and instead withdraw them, otherwise 

they would intensify their struggle. 

Subsequently, the farmers have reiterated their 

announcement to peacefully lay siege to all the 

entry points of Delhi for umpteen days if 

necessary. As the reports came last day, entry 

points at 4 places, 2 from Haryana and 2 from 

UP have been blocked. The Delhi-Jaipur 

Highway is also expected to be blocked soon by 

the farmers of Rajasthan who are expected to 

come to join the protest in large numbers. The 

agitation is slowly picking up in almost all states 

now and the farmers have seen arriving from all 

over the country to reinforce the strength of 

movement to block Delhi from all sides. Armed 

forces have also been deployed and sent to take 

positions on all important routes and places. 

Farmers and armed forces are face to face. The 

fact that the Jawans are mostly the sons of 

farmers must be causing nostalgic feelings to 

pour in plenty on both sides of the barricades. 

The farmers' mood no doubt seems upbeat and 

unrelenting. This has naturally become the cause 

of concern for the State and the ruling party, but 

Modi Government is also not ready to backtrack 

on the Agricultural Reforms Acts which are 

draconian from the point of view of the farmers. 

Modi Government, given its characteristic 

nature of a fascist government, is never at ease 

when it comes to reversing its decision or steps 

already taken as it makes a dent in the image of 

a strong and a never wrong government. They 

have seldom heeded to demands of any agitation 

during their six years rule. This is not surprising 

given the very 'politics of image' that a fascist 

leader or fascist government pursues. On the 

other hand, farmers' mood looks like they are 

ready to even die for their demands and will in 

no way go away empty handed.  

 

EDITORIAL 

FARMERS PROTEST 

WORKING CLASS MUST WARN CENTRE: 

DESIST FROM USING FORCE 
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What is the secret of this kind of determination? 

Economic conditions of those participating in 

the agitation are different, from poor peasant to 

big farmers and kulaks. This is easily discernible 

by even a cursory glance that shows that some 

'common cause' has ‘united’ them all in this 

movement. What could it be? Whereas the 

poorer and less incentivised sections feel 

threatened of their very existence by these acts, 

the big farmers and kulaks strongly feel that the 

giant shares of the profit they previously accrued 

from capitalist farming i.e. through capitalist 

exploitation of the rural poor will be grabbed by 

the corporates once these laws become fully 

operative on the ground in due course of time. 

The determination seems to have stemmed from 

this.  

Before the farmers became ready for the 

aforementioned negotiation in Vigyan Bhavan, 

they had turned down the Amit Shah's 

conditional offer of negotiations. The condition 

was that the agitation must be first shifted to 

Nirankari Ground at Burari (outer Delhi). The 

farmers weren't ready, and rightly so, to house 

themselves in the Burari ground and vacate the 

Delhi entry points. If they had shifted, the 

required pressure couldn't have been built to 

even bring the unamenable Modi government to 

terms for a respectable beginning of a valued 

negotiation. They rightly understood that the 

Home Minister Mr. Shah wanted to get the 

movement fizzled out on its own. It showed that 

the farmers have arrived in Delhi with a mood to 

up the ante if Modi government chooses to 

ignore them and have made up their mind for this 

from the beginning itself.   

Next, according to some newspaper reports, 

seeing the mood and the preparedness of the 

protesting farmers, earlier the Modi government 

bent somewhat more to extend unconditional 

offer for negotiation. This was again going to be 

proved just like a gimmick for it wasn't a written 

one. The Modi Government continued to 

disrespect the agitators who could, they thought, 

be treated as beggars and taken for granted as if 

they would run to the negotiation table on the 

basis of just a verbal offer. It was a good move 

to turn down even this offer which wasn't a 

respectable one. Only such a strong rebuffing 

posture could have brought Modi Government to 

its knees. This again shows that farmers are 

expressing not only their revolting mood, but 

also the required skill and intelligence, enough 

to meet the power of cunning of the shrewdest 

ever Government of India that knows no respect 

for the struggle common masses. They seem to 

be determined to inflict defeat to the corporates.  

It is also a good counter move to announce at this 

stage that if the government does want to talk, let 

the government repeal the three laws and do it in 

written, they would without any delay return 

from where ever they are.  

 

So, it is clear that the big farmers lobbies have 

turned the table on the Government, as usual. No 

government has ever shown courage to directly 

oppose their demand. ‘It is now time for the 

Prime Minister to listen to the Mann Ki Baat of 

the farmers or pay a heavy price.’ This message 

is being clearly served to brow beat Modi 

Government. However, they must not forget the 

difference of this present government from the 

previous ones. It is truly not so easy to be tamed. 

It knows how to rope in the masses in a very 

highly unstable and volatile communal 

atmosphere by rousing in them fake nationalist 

feeling using any unfortunate terror incident that 

keeps occurring on the borders or in any part of 

the country from time to time.  
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It is also true that, as the farmers say, their 

demand for the repeal of the Centre’s three 

agricultural reform laws are non-negotiable. It is 

true that the government have weighed all 

options and is trying to sort out ways so that the 

farmers movement doesn't harm Modi's image of 

a strong nationalist leader much. Senior 

Ministers and Cabinet officials, and also a 

number of unofficial contacts between the 

government and the farmers’ union leaders have 

been seen busy holding meetings on Monday 

with visible uneasiness showing on their faces.  

But to expect, as some can be seen doing, that 

the victory of this movement will automatically 

put brakes on the fascist agenda or the onward 

victorious march of the fascist takeover of India 

will be a highly oversimplified expectation, 

whereas to believe that it will be able to reverse 

the victories of the fascists and defeat them will 

be amounting to foolishness. It must not be 

overlooked that this movement is still being 

fought in a friendly arena, as a struggle for 

dominance of one ruling class over the other. 

Just imagine, what this Modi government's 

attitude would have been, if the working class 

had gheraoed Delhi in the same manner as the 

farmers are doing!  

Many can also be seen harbouring this notion 

that workers must also immediately resort to this 

type of movement. The working class laying 

siege to Delhi cannot be the same as rural folk 

led by big farmers lobbies laying siege to Delhi 

in such a strong manner. For farmers, it is like a 

day-to-day, routine affair as it cannot go beyond 

victory on some economic issues that may be 

conceded by the government if vote politics 

doesn't allow an adamant posture or the stability 

of a reactionary mass base is threatened. It will 

in no way threaten the rule of the bourgeoise, no 

matter who wins in this battle. This is precisely 

the reason of the ‘soft’ handling of the issue by 

Modi government. However, for the working 

class, laying such a siege will be an entirely 

different thing as it can go beyond victories on 

economic issues and the bourgeois rule may 

come under threat. It will definitely lead, due to 

its very class nature, to a very serious class 

conflict even before reaching this stage that may 

turn out to be the final stage signifying either a 

working class triumph over the bourgeoisie or 

vice-versa which may be followed by very 

unfortunate situations like those faced by the 

Communards of Paris. Let us stop talking such 

far-fetched notions for now when even the most 

preliminary intervention of the working class is 

still to take a start for its own economic cause. 

 

Nevertheless, it can be averred that the situation 

of the movement so far obtained indicates a drift 

towards a potentially serious standoff that may 

turn ugly if not handled properly by the Modi 

government. It however seems unlikely at this 

stage in spite of provocations by the ruling party 

spokes persons who are very often attributing the 

movement to anti-national forces like 

Khalistanis. Tomorrow they can attribute it to 

Pakistan's ISI or Chinese intelligence that has 

become the method of handling of this Modi 

government. BJP's top brass will speak in a little 

soft language, while the whole army of its RSS 

led trolls will let loose abuses of all sorts on the 

movements and also on those who come in their 

support. Those who are helping the agitators 

with food and shelter or are providing medical 

help are being already targeted. Modi supporter 

Media is making all out attempts to tarnish this 

movement by using any small undesirable thing 

that may happen in such a big movement.  

In spite of all these, unless some revolutionary 

classes such as the one as the working class 
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which is today the most wretched, most 

exploited and the most oppressed class, are not 

involved at another corner of this stalemate, a 

final show down of a grave nature, at least from 

the Government side is unlikely. Even the 

farmers lobbies also see no benefit in this as of 

now. They will also not allow among themselves 

any extreme revolutionary voice to be heard, 

rather take all steps to keep away such things 

even with using force from entering this tangle.  

 

In this intra-class turmoil and tussle, farmers led 

by big farmers have so far shown that they have 

come of age in understanding how sinister tactics 

are used and traps are laid in the name of 

Government offering for talks. They are till now 

very straight forward and open in their talk since 

the very beginning. The pressure of the mass of 

enraged farmers seems palpable. We have seen 

they have sent those leaders empty handed and 

even scolded them when tried to persuade the 

farmers to agree to go to the Burari ground. Amit 

Shah wanted to endlessly engage the agitators in 

fruitless negotiations and leave them at their 

mercy at the Burari ground as remaining housed 

in it for even six months would not have 

bothered anyone, particularly when the agitators 

have to live at their own expense. This would 

have soon led to frustration, fatigue, failure and 

ultimately would have dissipated their energy. 

Seeing no tangible gain coming on their way, nor 

finding any ways to intensify the movement in 

the closed boundary of the stadium, the 

movement would have certainly easily fizzled 

out. To deny going to the Burari ground was 

indeed a smart move. Everyone must learn from 

this as to what does it look like using courage 

with intelligence and skill. They are also very 

smartly using the word peacefully when they say 

that they are determined to peacefully go to any 

extent to intensify the agitation.  

On the other hand, the Centre has been exposed 

of its unwillingness to hold talks. It's craftiness 

also stand exposed to the whole world. Behind 

the screen of loftily soft-spoken words and so far 

only willy-nilly approach to negotiations, so far 

water cannon, mild to severe lathicharge, 

deployment of gun-toting armed forces, putting 

barricades, tear gas shells, registering FIRs, 

forced blockade by even digging the highways 

etc. have been the chief means of dealing with 

the farmers movement used by the Modi 

Government. Heavy deployment and use of 

force is still going on at one or the other place. 

Haryana’s Khattar-led BJP Government did 

everything possible to stop the farmers of Punjab 

from marching to Delhi. The extraordinary 

determination and courage shown by the farmers 

could not be damped even then. When they were 

allowed to enter Delhi, they were allowed with 

restrictions, only to be confined in an isolated 

ground. It must be noted here that this, too, came 

only when the farmers could not be stopped and 

tamed by repressive measures. Only after this, 

Amit Shah was forced to publicly announce 

Modi government's intention to hold 

unconditional talks.  

Now, when the first round of talk has failed to 

fetch any result and subsequently when the 

farmers have vowed yet again to intensify their 

stir, what will the Modi government do? Will the 

Government give orders to gun-toting armed 

personnel to swoop down upon them and even 

fire on the agitators to lift the siege? If not, will 

the Government accept the farmers' demand to 

repeal the aforementioned agricultural reform 

acts? There are certainly no concrete answers to 

any of these at the present stage. All options are 

in fluid state. Take any of them and consider 

them one by one, all seem unlikely, though 

nothing is impossible, not even the possibility of 
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letting loose extreme repression on the farmers, 

seeing the standoff. Modi government before 

opting to choose any of the options will certainly 

weigh and judge the overall situation and the 

mood of the people.  

In this fluid condition, the working class, 

other toiling sections and other sections of 

people at large irrespective of their livelihood 

professions must issue an urgent warning, 

from where ever they are or from whatever 

platforms they have, to Modi government to 

desist itself from using force or extreme force. 

All round pressure must be built to send the 

government on the negotiating table with 

open mind and honest heart.  

Secondly, working class and its organisations 

must also make hasty preparations to come 

out in the open with its own demands and 

slogans as well as its own declaration and 

orientation on farmers issues and effectively 

intervene in its own independent capacity, if 

the battle lines are further drawn, more 

sharply.  

Thirdly, in no case must the working class 

keep itself shut inside, while outside the 

country is witnessing an unprecedented 

situation resulting from the bitter-cum-

friendly tussles (that may however snowball 

into an intense intra-class conflict and may spill 

over to other arena to engage and involve other 

classes) going on between the financial and 

industrial monopolists having a complete 

control on the government on the one hand 

and farmers and kulak lobbies on the other 

brandishing the banner of rural poor. The 

other space, which may eventually become the 

front space if favourable things happen, must 

be occupied by the working class and uniting 

with the toiling and oppressed peasantry it 

must stamp its own imprint on the movement. 

Fourthly, working class needs to inform and 

awaken their poor rural brethren - poor and 

small peasants and other exploited sections - 

that their lot can't improve unless and until 

the yoke of capitalism is overthrown, a 

historical mission which the big farmers 

lobbies leading this agitation will never 

support and cherish so long as they as a class 

remain as expropriators and appropriators, 

so long as they are materially enabled to 

hanker after profit and exploitation of labour 

and suppress and loot those with small 

fortunes. Agriculture based on profit motive 

i.e. capitalist farming will always bring 

miseries and sorrow and always lead to 

expropriation for those peasants with lesser 

capital resources. Such peasants constitute 

the huge majority of the rural population. 

Extensive data corroborates this. Under 

capitalism there can be no such development 

that will be development for all. Development 

for all can only be possible under 

socialisation.  

 

Rural poor brethren! there is not much 

difference between yesterday and today or 

tomorrow for you, the majority of the rural folk 

- small and lower middle-class peasant - who 

own not much capital. Remember, you will be 

exploited in future almost in the same way as you 

are being exploited today. Under capitalism, you 

have no future. Only forms of loot may change. 

MSP or no MSP, there is no escape from 

miseries for you. However, it is true that for the 

Kulak and big farmers lobbies, it makes a lot of 

difference. They accrue profit with the help of 

MSP as well as from open market sales taking 

advantage of opportunity marked by higher 

prices of the agricultural produce in the world. 

Agriculture on capitalist line is based on price 

signal of the agricultural produce and for small 
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and medium farmers it is a trap. The lure of high 

prices takes them to the vagaries and irrationality 

of capitalist farming. To board on the swings of 

prices controlled by international oligarchy of 

finance capital is to agree to death warrant. We 

already know how many lakhs of marginal and 

poor farmers have been led to suicides due to this 

chimera of getting rich like kulaks and big 

farmers in pursuit high prices that seldom come 

to be realised by the marginal and poor farmers.  

The big farmers never ever think about the 

empty bellies of those rural poor whose very 

existence of life is threatened by higher prices of 

the grains. With the entry of the corporates in 

agriculture, this situation will further worsen, 

there is no doubt about that. But the big farmers 

are restless not because of this. They will let poor 

die of starvation due to higher prices if their giant 

share of profit is ascertained and ensured. They 

are restless because their giant share of profit are 

threatened and will not remain the same as 

yesterday's if corporates are given free entry. 

Due to over production of grains and other 

agricultural produce, for the majority of kulaks 

and big farmers, profit is already threatened as a 

result of price crash and it will get even much 

more threatened tomorrow, if corporates take 

over the agriculture. This is destined by the 

unamenable laws of growth of capital i.e. the 

laws of development operating under capitalism. 

Where private property reigns supreme, who 

else than the biggest capitalist will take the giant 

share of profit. If they do not want corporates to 

hold sway, they must do away with capitalism, 

the rule of the bourgeoisie itself. Will they?  

They may believe that the government, if forced 

by their mass movement, peaceful or otherwise, 

will save them from the corporates or grant them 

at least considerable concessions, but they forget 

that once corporate and the monopolists 

established their economic and political hold on 

the economic and political system, as they have 

done by installing Narendra Modi led 

government in the centre, its regressive impact 

will progressively lead to elimination of smaller 

player of capital that the rural capitalist are. They 

must accept this or speak boldly and openly 

against capitalism. Will they? 

They previously thought, they are the only 

sharks in the pond and they will forever be in the 

same situation to engulf and swallow the poor 

small fishes alone. How much they feel 

contented with this dispensation! Isn't it?  Now, 

when bigger sharks (like Adani and Ambani) 

have arrived in the same pond, which till 

yesterday solely belonged to them as their 

exclusive hunting ground which they enjoyed 

with content, they say they have declared a 'war' 

against the government which is allowing these 

bigger sharks to enter the pond and leave them at 

their mercy. This is exactly what they are afraid 

of. But for this, they will have to continue their 

'war' to its logical end, against the very 

foundations of such loot i.e. capitalism. Will 

they? 

Will the rural sharks (big farmers) ever desire to 

leave the pond, so long as they are capable of 

eating the small and medium fishes? No. Surely 

not. This provides them blood supply i.e. the 

profit. They can eat small fishes only there. As a 

class of expropriators of the rural poor and the 

appropriators of surplus value created by the 

rural proletarians and semi-proletarians, they are 

very much part of the loot going on in the pond.  

However restless they may be, yet they won't 

cease to love and cherish capitalism under which 

those who are stronger expropriate those who are 

weaker, under which, in spite of all the talk of 

equality and fraternity, final victories are 

attained by using brute force. They will keep 

fighting the capitalist monopolists with the 

weapons of the same capitalism using only 

which the monopolists have expropriated the 

smaller and petty capitalists. They will try to 

compete with them using vote bank power, their 

last weapon, to get the government buckled 

which is however not possible beyond a point.  

The system of MSP is more detrimental to 

industrialist monopolists and corporate 

interests than to any other. So long as this 

system of MSP remains, the corporate 
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monopolists cannot take full control over the 

rural economy. The historical inner movement 

of a capitalist country like India is towards 

further expansion of capitalist relations, towards 

corporatization with all its attendant 

consequences. If they want to stop this half way, 

it is not possible. For this, they will have to 

overthrow the rule of capital and come under the 

umbrella of the working class which represents 

their interests, too, but not those of the present 

i.e. those of hucksters that they today are. The 

working class represents their future interests i.e. 

those interests that will constitute their being 

once they are also expropriated and we know 

they will be. Will they join the working class 

keeping eyes on their future interests? 

Such is the nature of essence of things involved 

in this farmers’ and peasants’ struggle. 

It is the duty of the working class to ally with and 

make a common cause with those rural poor who 

are exploited and being expropriated on the daily 

basis by the big farmers and kulaks as well as the 

bourgeoisie, and fight together a battle for 

survival in unity. The proletariat can only 

sympathise with those big farmers who 

previously thought they will never be challenged 

in capitalism. It is for the first time that they are 

face to face with a formidable opponent in the 

form of monopolist bourgeoisie who want to 

grab the giant share of profit accrued from 

capitalist farming, which was once their 

exclusive arena. 

It will take much time before the majority of the 

big farmers will also get ruined by monopolists 

so that they opt to leave and destroy the pond 

where sharks live and thrive upon small fishes. 

They may themselves become fishes, the fodder 

of the big sharks. But it is for future course of 

development to decide when it will exactly 

happen. As of now, at the present juncture, the 

biggest question is however this; Will the vast 

rural poor leave the pond? If yes, when? 

Certainly, without the ideological as well as 

political intervention of the proletariat, it will not 

happen.    

It is true that they will, one day or the other. They 

should immediately leave and destroy this pond, 

empty its water in which rural sharks eat them 

freely and now, together with them, Adanis and 

Ambanis will swallow them. Let us create a new 

pond altogether. The working class must help 

them in this and lead them. This new pond will 

be a new society, a new economic system and a 

new state built by all who are exploited, 

oppressed and deprived under the leadership of 

the proletariat. This will be socialism where the 

dictatorship will be applied on the exploiters and 

oppressors, the sharks, while those living on 

their own labour will enjoy complete freedom 

from exploitation of any kind. It is sure that the 

fascists will not have the last laugh.  

Let the working class and the vast masses of 

rural poor brethren together declare war on 

Monopolists to get rid of capitalist-fascist 

exploitation once and for ever. Let us fight for a 

revolutionary government of all those who could 

be united to overthrow the capitalist-fascist state.   
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“What is the robbing of a bank compared to the 

founding of one?”, asked Bertolt Brecht. But 

there are many different ways of robbing a bank. 

Recommendation by an RBI Internal Working 

Group to allow industrial houses and NBFCs 

owned by such houses to promote banks is one 

of these many ways. This has for long been a 

complete ‘no go’ for RBI and majority of 

bourgeois economists and financial analysts 

have been advising against it. However, there are 

many reasons why Indian bourgeosie might opt 

for it now. Besides there are some more 

economic developments worth note.  

One is the Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership (RCEP) Treaty integrating 

manufacturing supply chains of 15 participating 

nations which went ahead recently for signing 

the same without waiting for India to join. China 

is the key player in RCEP but Japan and 

Australia also joined the very day they joined 

much hyped Quad Naval exercises with India 

and US called Operartion Malabar off Kerala 

coast, though Indian government and media has 

for long been tom-tomming an Economic 

agreement with them to integrate Supply Chains 

of the three countries as well as a military-

political alliance named Quad (also includes 

US), both ostensibily to challenge aggressive 

Chinese policy in the Asia-Pacific region. There 

has been much hue and cry and hand wringing in 

Indian capitalist class over this as it finds itself 

neither able to join RCEP out of the fear of being 

overwhelmed by cheaper chinese imports nor 

can reconcile to being left out of this big and 

crucial trade block as that will not only block 

part of its exports but will also increase cost of 

constant capital for Indian producers thus further 

debilitating their ability to compete in global 

markets. 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) statistics for the 

quarter ending September 2020 were also 

published on 27th November. The GDP in this 

quarter has shrunk 7.5% compared to September 

2019 quarter. However, the bourgeois financial 

press has gone quite gaga over this treating it as 

if the GDP has expanded by this rate. The real 

reason is that Indian industry suffering for quite 

long time with falling rate of profit has seen a 

large profit increase despite lower production 

and sales (per CMIE data sales of tracked 

declined by 9.7% but profits increased by 

17.8%) as they cut number of workers, slashed 

wages and increased working hours not only on 

industrial sites but, quite significantly, also for 

those working from home in socalled digital 

economy.  

 

The long running RCEP saga demonstrates the 

deep crisis of Indian capitalism which has had 

high ambitions of becoming a global economic 

& military super power able to sit on the same 

table as the big imperialist countries but has 

severe and debilitating competitive weaknesses 

because of its historical practices (‘Bag a 

ECONOMY 

ROBBER BARONS SEEK PROTECTION  
M. Aseem 
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concession from the state, inflate costs, pay 

bribes, get financing from dominant state-run 

banks, fleece consumers, siphon off funds into 

private accounts in Singapore or Switzerland. 

This, with some variation, was the business 

model.’) It tried to get rid off these practices to 

some extent during the liberalisation period 

starting in 1980s and had been claiming much 

success as its share in world trade had shown an 

increasing trend in the intial decades of these 

economic ‘reforms’. However it lost its way 

again after the 2008 financial crisis and has again 

resorted to growth based on political 

connections, patronage, public sector bank 

loans, siphoning off money, astronomically 

priced government contracts, high profits based 

on protectionist tariffs, loot of public natural 

resources, robbery in the name Public Private 

Partnerships (PPP), etc. The strong rupee policy 

adopted by Modi government post 2014 has 

further cheapened imports. The megalomaniac 

policies of Modi like demonetisation, GST and 

now lockdown have created havoc with 

aggregate demand in Indian economy resultig in 

less than optimum level of capacity utilisation 

leading to higher costs of production making 

Indian products uncompetitive in international 

market. That is the reason exports have been 

weak now for several years.  

Indian capitalist economy has now become so 

much uncompetitive that it is now turning 

against globalisation. In a recent ‘keynote’ 

speech External Affairs Minister S Jayshankar 

has said that Globalisation based growth is not 

good for India and it has paid for this economic 

growth by ‘deindustrialization’ and trade 

agreements have created  ‘employment 

challenge’ as India has become ‘over reliant on 

imports’. This view seems to have been 

reinforced by the recent statistics that Industry 

share in Indian GDP hit 20 year low in 2019 and 

India now has one of the smallest industrial 

sectors at 27.5%. There seems to be a class wide 

agreement on this as opposition bourgeois 

Congress, Social Democrats like CPI, CPM, 

socalled social justice parties like SP, JDU, RJD, 

DMK/AIADMK, BJD, TDP, etc and right wing 

BJP/RSS/SJM all seem to be in apparent 

agreement on this anti-trade policy in the name 

of protecting small industries, farmers, 

agrobased industries like dairy, etc. They all 

welcomed Modi’s decision to withdraw from 

RCEP after Rahul Gandhi had opposed it. 

Same trend is reflected in the likely option to 

permit big industrial houses to promote and own 

banks. Indian capitalists class had opted to 

nationalise much of the banking and financial 

sector in many tranches starting right after 

independence in 1947 and continued this policy 

upto 1980 when 8 more private banks were put 

in goevrnmnet ownership. The reason was that 

saving public did not have much confidence in 

privately owned banks at that time as they failed 

quite regularly. Hence precious metals gold, 

silver, etc and hoarding of currency were the 

preferable options for savings. But the capital 

starved Indian capitalist class required 

financialisation of savings which became 

possible with public owmership as savers felt 

more confidence in these due to implicit 

governemtn guarantee for their money. This 

benefited private industrialists as they were not 

only able to obtain much loan capital but were 

also able to siphon off a part of these loans 

without much consequences as governemnt 

would, from time to time, replenish the unpaid 

capital, i.e., NPAs, from the budget. 

However, after the 1980s as the Indian capitalists 

have accumulated huge capital and are also able 

to obtain capital directly from the capital markets 

without the intermediation of public sector banks 

their dependence on them has gradually reduced 

and clamour has been growing for their 

privatisation. Still, they have been till now of 

much use to many capitalists for cheap loan 

capital and swindling of funds. But after the 

recent crisis government itself finds itself in such 

dire financial straits that it is no longer able to 

replenish their capital. Thus many of these banks 

have now started to lose their utlity for the Indian 

bourgeoisie and their number has been reduced 

through a series of mergers and they are 
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gradually becoming smaller players in new 

business compared to private banks. However, 

their large networks and highly valuable 

strategic real estate owned by them is of much 

attraction to private capital similar to what has 

been seen in case of other public sector 

enterprises. Hence we might see these now being 

allowed to be transferred to the private 

ownership as Ambanis, Tatas, etc now so wish. 

This suspicion has also gained strength as the 

RBI IWG also recommended conversion of a 

Payment Bank to Commercial Bank in 3 years. 

and all know that Mukesh Ambani has a 

payment bank licence, and this bank also has an 

alliance with the largest Indian bank SBI. 

Even from the established bourgeois economic 

point of view this proposal has generated much 

opposition even from ex RBI governors and 

Modi government’s own erstwhile Economic 

and financial advisors. The debate is not about 

bank assets but is about liabilities. A bank takes 

public deposits and as has been seen, even 

privately owned scheduled banks are not 

allowed to fail. They get bailed out. "Given the 

high failure rate observed in large conglomerates 

in India, we believe this would add to financial 

stability risk." says well known analyst Ashish 

Gupta. Ratings agency S&P also sounded alarm 

bells. "We are sceptical of allowing corporate 

ownership in banks given India's weak corporate 

governance amid large corporate defaults over 

the past few years," wrote S&P Director Geeta 

Chugh. She argued that in addition, any 

weakness in the corporate sector will have a 

contagion impact on the financial sector. In a 

blog along with former RBI DG Viral Acharya, 

Raghuram Rajan has argued, "Industrial houses 

can get financing easily if they have an in-house 

bank” and the “History of such connected 

lending has invariably been disastrous." This 

probably refers to Southeast Asian countries like 

Indonesia where a long period of corporates in 

banking created losses equal to a third of the 

country's GDP. 

Rajan and Acharya point to other negative 

ramifications for the entire political economy: 

Corporates in banking will further exacerbate 

concentration of economic power in certain biz 

houses. Highly indebted, politically connected 

business houses will have the greatest incentive 

and ability to push for licenses," they argued, 

adding, "The move will increase importance of 

money power yet more in our politics." This 

development portends the further concentration 

of economic power in India, gives scope for non-

transparent structures, and poses a potential 

threat to financial stability. Even under the 

existing financial regime, the RBI was unable to 

detect at an early stage the connected lending 

which felled large regulated financial entities 

like IL&FS, Yes Bank (Rana Kapoor and his 

entities held 10.6% as on end September 2018), 

Punjab and Maharashtra Co-operative Bank and 

DHFL (promoter holding 39%). Will it be able 

to effectively regulate and monitor large, 

complex industrial houses which are well versed 

in disguising financial transactions through a 

vast web of opaque domestic and foreign-based 

entities? 

Many bourgeois analysts have argued that both 

these recommendations by the IWG raise a 

significant question mark on the credibility and 

neutrality of the RBI. Recent developments in 

the telecommunications and airport 

infrastructure sectors, and the general 

preferential treatment meted to top corporate 

houses, heighten concerns of crony capitalism 

and the growing and intrusive influence of large 

corporates in policy formulation. That an IWG 

of the RBI can boldly recommend a reversal of a 

50 year regulatory policy without presenting a 

detailed argument indicates the intention of top 

bosses. That it first permits Uday Kotak and 

KMB to remain non-compliant with RBI 

regulations, then carves out an exception for 

Kotak, later invites him as a consultant to the 

IWG, and finally recommends that the policy be 

changed for everyone else as well, reflects on 

what is happening at the RBI. Events have 

demonstrated the erosion of institutions and the 

unabashed concentration of political and 

economic power. The recommendations by the 
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RBI’s IWG are to be seen through this lens. 

Many have said that industrial houses being 

given banking licenses is like first giving Adani 

a company to buy, then a bank to borrow money 

from to pay for it & finally free govt insurance 

to bail it out when it fails. 

This brings us to the question of growing 

concentration of economic power in the hands of 

few favoured Oligarchs like Mukesh Ambani, 

Gautam Adani and a few more, that has been 

noted by many observers, and has led to their 

wealth growing by leaps and bounds even during 

the period of economic downturn. Adani's 

wealth increased by $19.4 billion so far in 2020, 

Ambani's by $16.9 billions while millions of 

people are sinking into poverty in India and 

million others are being pushed into extreme 

poverty says even the World Bank report on 

'Poverty and shared prosperity 2020'. It is being 

noticed that there seems to be a design in the way 

these few favoured oligarchs are being 

facilitated to grow their dominance in whole 

sectors of the economy, for example, Ambani in 

Petrochemicals, Telecom, Retail, Entertainment 

& Media, Payments, etc and Adani in Ports, 

Airports, Electricity, Coal, Railways, etc. 

Ambani seems to be going by the ill famous 

dictum of American tycoon JD Rockfeller who 

said ‘Own nothing. Control Everything’. He 

obtains capital from many financial capitalists in 

return for favours from the powers that be in 

Delhi. For example, WhatsApp was not allowed 

to get a licence for Payments business till its 

owner Facebook invested substantial amount in 

Reliance. Once that was done, it was not only 

given a licence to enter the business but new 

rules were formulated to give it a strong push by 

limiting business share of existing players like 

Google Pay, PayTm and PhonePe (Walmart) to 

maximum 30% of the total market. 

   

I rest my case by quoting at some length from a 

highly circulated and commented upon recent 

piece by Andy Mukherjee, an avowedly anti-

communist analyst writing for one of the biggest 

capitalist media houses Bloomberg, who accepts 

his support to the Gujarat Model of Strong 

muscular leader in 2014. 

“The structural demand deficiency, as Rathin 

Roy, an economist at the London-based 

Overseas Development Institute, describes it, 

was a problem even before Modi’s Covid 

lockdown in March left millions of scared 

migrant workers without jobs, shelter or food. 

Their long, lonely journeys to the safety of their 

village homes revealed the shaky legs of India’s 

urban growth story. Workers will eventually 

return. But getting back to pre-Covid levels will 

only pull 40% of a billion people of working age 

into the labor force, Mahesh Vyas at the Centre 

for Monitoring Indian Economy says. At least 10 

million jobs are needed annually — matching 

China’s rate between 1990 and 2014 — to raise 

the participation rate toward the world average 

of 66%. But the post-pandemic developed world 

will nurse a massive unemployment hangover. 

The “End of History” ebullience that greeted my 

generation of Indians in the early ’90s is unlikely 

to repeat.  

But there are questions: One, how will supply-

side reforms fill the demand gap? Two, when 

will the broken financial system be made whole? 

Finally, will the narrow elite running India by 

proxy agree to compete fairly, or will it simply 

hijack the direction and pace of reforms for its 

own advantage, leaving a majority of people 

behind? Modi’s government adopted a 

bankruptcy code in 2016 and bandied it as a 

weapon against crony capitalism. But after the 

domestic business class lobbied hard against 

losing prized assets, the insolvency reform lost 

its sting. Once the Covid-19 disruption began, 

the bankruptcy tribunal closed its doors to new 

cases. Out-of-court restructurings are a mess. A 

resource-starved country is unable to free the 

capital trapped in dying firms. 

Resuscitating society’s trust is more crucial now 

because New Delhi can’t put itself back in the 

driver’s seat. The pandemic has sapped the little 

fiscal strength it had. But trust requires honesty. 

https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2020-opinion-india-and-modi-are-losing-china-battle/
https://www.nipfp.org.in/media/medialibrary/2019/08/090819.pdf
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Indians are surrounded by social media spin and 

empty slogans like “$5 trillion economy by 

2024” — from $2.7 trillion before Covid. How 

exactly will this miracle happen? When Toyota 

Motor Corp. recently said it was halting 

expansion because high taxation is suppressing 

demand, ministers rushed to do damage control 

by calling it fake news. To acknowledge and fix 

shortcomings in the 2017 goods and services tax 

— the five-rate GST is a compliance nightmare 

— is to doubt Modi’s acumen. 

Independent voices that could challenge the 

official narrative are being muffled; institutions 

that could force the executive branch to right its 

wrongs have been defanged. All this runs 

contrary to our hopes that our media, judiciary, 

regulators, professional bodies and civil society 

groups would get stronger over time. 

India’s central bank has seen off two governors 

in the last four years after unsuccessful attempts 

to force bankers and their politically connected 

borrowers to clean up their acts. Electoral 

financing is now via anonymous bearer bonds, 

with no checks on the source. Recent judgments 

of the top court, as well as its dithering on 

important constitutional issues, have invited 

criticism that its approach is “more executive-

like than the executive itself.” In the absence of 

institutional protection — not even of habeas 

corpus — trying to engage with the state has 

become a crime. Protesting peacefully, 

demanding rights, exposing wrongdoing by 

powerful people, criticizing policies have all 

become risky ventures. 

Call it buyers’ remorse. Those of us who thought 

that muscular leadership would revive India’s 

dream of mimicking Chinese-style double-digit 

expansion are not just disappointed. For many of 

my generation, our long-cherished hope for a 

better, greater India is all but gone. We wanted 

to trade some of our democratic chaos for a little 

bit more growth. We ended up with less of both.”  

  

REMEMBERING ONE OF THE 

GREATEST LEADERS OF THE WORLD 

PROLETARIAT, COMRADE 

JOSEPH STALIN 

ON HIS 141ST

 BIRTHDAY 

(DECEMBER 21, 1879 – 5 

MARCH 1953) 

It is difficult for me to imagine what 
"personal liberty" is enjoyed by an 
unemployed person, who goes about 
hungry, and cannot find employment. 
Real liberty can exist only where 
exploitation has been abolished, where 
there is no oppression of some by others, 
where there is no unemployment and 
poverty, where a man is not haunted by 
the fear of being tomorrow deprived of 
work, of home and of bread. Only in such 
a society is real, and not paper, personal 
and every other liberty possible. 

 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/we-should-assess-our-coronavirus-fight-against-the-metric-of-how-many-lives-we-are-able-to-save-pm-narendra-modi/articleshow/78922895.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/we-should-assess-our-coronavirus-fight-against-the-metric-of-how-many-lives-we-are-able-to-save-pm-narendra-modi/articleshow/78922895.cms
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2020-09-20/india-needs-to-choose-the-economy-it-wants-toyota-or-pakora?sref=nSjzNufw
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2020-09-20/india-needs-to-choose-the-economy-it-wants-toyota-or-pakora?sref=nSjzNufw
https://www.bloombergquint.com/law-and-policy/supreme-court-will-have-to-decide-whether-it-deserves-the-peoples-faith-says-justice-ap-shah
https://www.bloombergquint.com/law-and-policy/supreme-court-will-have-to-decide-whether-it-deserves-the-peoples-faith-says-justice-ap-shah
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(Excerpts from Veena Dubal’s study in Dissent 

Magazine. The study is from US, but same 

processes of digital work are increasingly in 

play even in countries like India.) 

In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 

U.S. industrialists exploited women’s subordinate 

position in both the family and the labor market to 

develop and extend “homework.” Garment 

manufacturers distributed tasks to immigrant women 

living in crowded tenements, paying them by the 

piece, not the hour. This piecework was advertised 

as “pleasure,” where a woman might make 

supplemental income while talking with friends. In 

reality, women homeworkers labored for eight to ten 

hours a day finishing the majority of all garments 

produced in the United States. That work took place 

in between, during, and after unpaid domestic work, 

at rates that were roughly one half of what women 

factory workers made. Homework and piece pay in 

the garment industry were largely abolished by the 

global labor struggles that preceded the New Deal 

and the legal standardization of the minimum wage.  

Silicon Valley capitalists have brought back 

piecework, using legal gray zones and digital 

machinery to accelerate the amount of work that 

goes unpaid. But, bedazzled by the technology and 

corporate narratives, few people have noticed. When 

venture-funded labor platform companies like Uber, 

Lyft, and Amazon Mechanical Turk (MTurk) rose in 

popularity during the Great Recession, they 

promised to provide a source of flexible work and 

“freedom for people of all walks of life,” as one Uber 

ad put it. In a time of high unemployment and 

stagnant wages, jobs that people could get by 

downloading software or creating a profile seemed 

like a magical solution for precarious lives. But the 

corporate assurances were deceptive. While the 

companies might have created new ways for people 

to earn income, workers in the gig economy today 

labor for longer and earn far less. 

This shift back to an earlier era of U.S. capitalism 

has been disguised by a rhetoric of technological 

advancement and innovation. Indeed, instead of 

discussing how to regulate piecework as a resurgent 

industrial practice, much of the contemporary debate 

about the future of work focuses on impending 

automation and the growth of the alternative 

workforce. Pundits across the political spectrum 

claim both that automation is an existential threat to 

paid work and that a vast majority of the U.S. 

workforce consists, or will soon consist, of 

independent contractor workers. Neither claim is 

empirically true, but these related ideas have shaped 

the perceptions of policymakers, who have tended to 

favor responses that help companies to profit at the 

expense of workers’ lives. 

The historical relationship between capitalism, 

workers, and machines suggests that automation 

does not make labor obsolete; it reorders it, often 

rendering it invisible. Time spent laboring that was 

once accounted for through wages and legal 

protections becomes unpaid and unprotected. 

Understanding this difference suggests different 

policy priorities, like regulation and enforcement of 

existing labor protections. Gig workers, for example, 

are central to the supply chain of work that makes 

vehicular automation possible, often conducting the 

most time-intensive labor. In interviews I conducted 

with ride-hail drivers—who drive for companies like 

Lyft and Uber—and data processors—who sort and 

categorize data through platforms like MTurk—

workers described a variety of unpaid work that they 

must do. 

Like women working in crowded tenements and 

finishing sweaters for a pittance, gig workers work 

in between, during, and after other forms of paid and 

unpaid work. The workers insist that the application 

of technology has increased the amount of labor that 

goes unremunerated, and exacerbated feelings of 

anxiety and uncertainty. When they are unable to 

attain promised or desired earnings, it feels like a 

personal failure. Black-box algorithms, meanwhile, 

use psychological inducements to manipulate the 

price per piece, encouraging workers to work harder 

for reduced wages. As gig workers tell us, these 

mechanisms bely corporate tales of flexibility and 

independence—the idea that digital pieceworkers 

are free to decide how to use their time to earn.  

Jeff Bezos launched Amazon Mechanical Turk in 

2005, unveiling a plan to provision “humans as a 

PIECEWORK & UNPAID LABOUR IN DIGITAL ECONOMY 

https://www.dissentmagazine.org/article/digital-piecework
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service” through a crowdsourcing labor platform. 

On MTurk’s website, requesters with data-related 

microtasks connect to an atomized and dispersed 

virtual workforce that competes for and completes 

the tasks. Individual workers are paid not for their 

time, but by the piece, each of which is called a 

Human Intelligence Task (HIT). Unlike the garment 

homeworkers of a century ago, today’s digital 

homeworkers have to spend time competing for 

assignments and they must accept the risk that 

requesters will reject their work and decline to pay 

for it. These workers, or “Turkers,” are treated as 

independent contractors, and neither the requesters 

nor the labor platform companies assume the legal 

responsibilities of an employer. Thus, Turkers—

more than half of whom are based in the United 

States—do not have access to the minimum wage, 

overtime, or any safety net protections. Since the 

amount of payment for each task is typically a few 

cents (sometimes less than one cent), data 

homeworkers are compelled to work swiftly through 

a set of tasks for extraordinarily low and 

unpredictable wages.  

While manufacturers in the previous century 

claimed it was impossible to measure the time that 

garment homeworkers spent laboring in order to pay 

them by the hour and not the piece, time laboring 

online can be meticulously accounted for. Turkers 

are even advised to install accessory scripts into their 

browser, which calculate how much money they will 

earn per hour if they move through batches of HITs 

at a particular speed. (Although paid by the task, 

gigging homeworkers still think of their time 

through the medium of the hourly wage.) The scripts 

operate as tools of self-management and time 

discipline—pushing workers without human 

supervisors to maintain an exacting speed in order to 

increase their income. But the scripts are also the 

only way that these workers can even attempt to 

approximate how much—or how little—money they 

will make on a given day or week. 

Digital homeworkers are acutely aware of what 

these scripts don’t account for: how much time they 

spend looking for work and doing data-processing 

tasks (often central to artificial intelligence and 

automation shifts) that go unpaid. Janey, who lives 

in a small former mining town in Appalachia and has 

been a digital pieceworker for almost five years, 

expressed how profoundly frustrated she was at the 

functional logic of MTurk, which prevented her 

from predicting and calculating potential income. 

The insecurities and demands of digital homework 

nagged at her through the day and even into the 

night. Both her conscious and unconscious time was 

spent looking for work without compensation: 

‘If I work 12–16 hours a day, I’ll make maybe 

$5/hour. That’s when there is work, but when you’re 

sitting in between jobs and you consider that time, 

when you’re just looking for work, then the hourly 

wage falls dramatically. There are so many of us 

now, and fewer quality jobs. Sometimes I wake up 

in the middle of the night just to see if I can grab 

some good requests. Most HITs are gone if you don’t 

click right away.’ 

Janey and her homeworking colleagues work long 

and unpredictable hours, far exceeding the 

traditional eight-hour shift, but without any overtime 

pay. When I asked Janey how she decided that she 

had worked enough in one day, she answered that it 

was only when she met her financial goals that she 

let herself rest. 

‘If I need to make $50 to pay the rent, then I’ll work 

sixteen hours straight. Whatever I need to do. . .  But 

then there are those times when you don’t get paid 

or your work is rejected . . . so you can’t predict the 

time or the money, really. But you do the best you 

can.’ 

As Janey articulates, the very logic of MTurk makes 

it impossible to make any meaningful wage 

calculation. While a number of studies have 

attempted to capture how much money workers 

make in the gig economy, with vigorous debates 

among economists on how the data should be 

interpreted, the larger point is that workers 

themselves cannot know or understand their income 

in relationship to time spent working or their own 

expenses. This lack of income predictability has 

great human cost for workers like Janey. But rather 

than address this, gig companies have used 

technology to manipulate it, leveraging worker 

anxiety to increase profits. 

(This study has found similar unpaid work in other 

digital economy companies like Uber, Lyft. We have 

presented just one example.)  
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INTRODUCTION  

Most of us will agree that Marx and Engels, 

though they were separate individuals, together 

form a single entity and are in no way separable 

sofar as the purpose and the entire course of their 

life (after maturity) and work are concerned. 

They together formed a unique personality and 

made a genius. 

Like any other genius, Marx and Engels, too, 

were the product of his time. The genius in them 

didn't sprout forth from vacuum, but from real 

premises i.e. on the basis of a definite social 

milieu. They were the product of the sum total of 

definite social conditions that existed right 

before them. To be precise, they created new 

things but only on the basis of what were already 

accomplished before him, and in other words, on 

the basis of the sum total of the social stuff 

handed down to them history. It is therefore 

necessary to discern the social conditions and 

surroundings in which Engels and Marx both 

grew and developed to truly appreciate the 

historical significance of their life and work. One 

must go through their life minutely that will 

enlighten us that they could be what the 

antedating achievements, the degree of 

intellectual development of society and other 

social forms of their time destined them to be, of 

course based on the strength to their personal 

capabilities and abilities.  

PERSONAL LIFE OF ENGELS  

Engels was born in Barmen in the northern 

Rhine province, then the centre of the cotton and 

wool industries. Ethnically, he was of German 

extraction and belonged to a well-to-do wealthy 

industrialist-cum-merchant family that had a 

respectable place in German society, particularly 

in the Rhine province. The prominent place his 

family occupied in Germany can be judged by 

the fact that his origin could be easily traced back 

to the Sixteenth Century, whereas Marx's family 

history who belonged to Jew's extraction could 

not be known beyond his father. It is difficult to 

know who his grandfather was. 

Engels' family, particularly father, belonged to 

protestant creed and it had immensely 

contributed to his own early materialist bent of 

ENGELS AT 200 

REMEMBERING FRIEDRICH ENGELS 
(28TH

 NOV 1820 – 5TH

 AUG 1895) 

THE CONDITION OF WORKING CLASS TODAY  

AND OUR TASKS AHEAD 
Shekhar 
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mind, for his father like the old Calvinist had this 

profound religious faith that 'the business of man 

on this earth is the acquisition and hoarding of 

wealth through industry and commerce', even 

though in day-to-day life he was fanatically 

religious. But very soon the ideas of Engels' 

father started clashing bitterly with that of his 

own, particularly because his father wanted to 

make him a merchant and an industrialist just 

like him.  

Initially, the father prevailed over the son. At an 

early age of seventeen, he was sent to Bremen, 

one of the biggest commercial cities in Germany 

at that time to serve in a business office where 

worked for three years.  

We can come to know about his uneasiness with 

this profession from a few of his letters that he 

wrote in those days to some of his school friends. 

We can easily deduce that though he entered the 

business on the insistence of his father and also 

proved his ability to be a successful 

businessman, he always tried to free himself of 

its ill effects as well as get liberated from this 

profession, though till then he hadn't become a 

communist or a dialectical materialist.  

He soon fell under the sway of Heine and Borne, 

the two thorough going democrat Jews. As a 

result, at the age of nineteen, he became a 

prolific writer and sallied forth as an apostle of a 

freedom-loving democratic Germany. ventured 

off an unbeaten path democratic Germany. By 

now, while he was involved in business in 

Bremen, he had completely freed himself of all 

religious prepossessions and under the sway of 

the effects of the French Revolution developed 

into an old French Jacobin. 

In about 1841, at the age of twenty, Engels 

joined the Artillery Guards of Berlin as a 

volunteer where he fell in with the circle of the 

Young Hegelians to which Marx also belonged. 

He along with Marx became the extreme left 

wing of the Hegelian philosophy. 

A remarkable thing about Engels is that while 

Marx was still engrossed in his studies and was 

preparing himself for a University career in 

1842, Engels had begun to write as an 

established writer since 1839 itself and had also 

attained a visible place in literature under a 

pseudonym 'Oswald'. Not only this, he had 

become involved in the heated ideological 

discussion which were being conducted and 

carried on by/between the disciples of the old 

and the new philosophical systems. 

In 1842, Engels had written a trenchant criticism 

of the Philosophy of Revelation written by the 

well-known Hegel's adversary, Friedrich 

Schelling. Many however ascribed it for long to 

Bakunin. Only after a long time this error was 

discovered and set right. It is said that such a 

confusion arose due to similarity of style, subject 

and the theme of the theoretical proofs which 

were similar to Bakunin's.  Thus, at the age of 

twenty-two, Engels became an accomplished 

writer, independently of Marx, with profound 

democratic clarity, credentials and ultra-radical 

tendencies.  

He also wrote a few poems in those earlier days 

of this life. In many of his poems, he depicted 

himself like a fiery Jacobin that shows his ultra-

democratic tendencies bore deep impressions 

and influence of the great French Revolution.  

Though still engaged in doctorate studies till late 

1841, Marx was also in about the same mental 

state. Later in 1842 they both finally met and got 

united forever in pursuance of one single 

common cause. 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL CONDITIONS 

PRIOR TO MARX AND ENGELS 

Engels and Marx both were born almost at the 

same, in the same province and in the same 

country. To both came the impact and influence 

of the anti-feudal anti-despotic revolutionary 

events of the thirties. In July 1830, France went 

through a revolution that swept Europe from 

West to East reaching up to Poland causing 

insurrection there also in 1831. It also had 

affected Russia.  

But it must be understood that the July 

Revolution of France itself was only a 
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culmination of a series of another revolutionary 

upheavals, the ones that were characterised by 

two revolutions that occurred in Europe in 

eighteenth century; Firstly, the Industrial 

Revolution in England that approximately began 

in 1760, reached its zenith roughly towards the 

end of eighteenth century and continued for quite 

long till 1830; Secondly, the Great French 

Revolution that shook the whole of Europe.  

A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 

AND ITS EFFECTS  

As a result of the Industrial Revolution, the 

Handicraft system in England, the initial chief 

characteristic of English Capitalism, was 

gradually replaced by and evolved into the 

manufacturing stage in the second half of the 

eighteenth century. With this, a high degree of 

division of labour with its known consequences 

and the resulting break-up of the process of 

production into a variety of partial operations 

and processes soon took a long way forward. Old 

implements were replaced by Machines, first in 

Textile industry and then in all other Industries. 

In 1785, Watt's Steam-Engine was invented that 

ended the compulsion and constraint of keeping 

the location of the industries near rivers. Water 

power was replaced by steam power and it 

changed a whole lot of things. The overall 

impact was that it created favourable conditions 

for concentration of production, and later 

centralization of capital. The old craftsmen 

either became proletarians or were just thrown 

away. Continuous technical base of industries 

due to new and newer inventions or innovations 

continuously for 70 years i.e. from 1760 to 1830 

which is known as the period of Industrial 

Revolution, led to ruin and annihilation of petty 

handicraft production and gave rise to and a solid 

start to large scale production. 

What is more important about its 

consequences is that in place of the old class 

of workers constituting just a negligible 

portion of the population of England, in these 

years there appeared a working class 

comprising a considerable portion of the 

population. This had a great impact. Now the 

working class had begun to put a definite 

imprint on all contemporary events or 

upheavals.  

Apart from this, the old (habitual) mode of life 

of the old working class also changed almost 

completely. It was superseded or taken over by 

completely new, unseen or unheard conditions 

marked by this fact that those new conditions 

were governed by Machines. The workers, the 

erstwhile craftsmen, were now forced to face a 

new cruelty unleashed by these new conditions 

that marked the painful difference between 

yesterday and today. On the one hand, the 

machines rendered most of them redundant, 

useless and unemployed, while, on the other 

hand, the resultant division of labour gradually 

made the mere appendage of those machines. 

Machines became their masters and started 

regulating them and their life.  

In response, the workers rebelled with hatred and 

indignation against Machines and tried to get rid 

of those Machines as the machines personified 

all their misfortunes. This gave rise to a 

movement called Luddite movement. It attained 

new high in 1815 and spread in all workers' 

centres. The capitalists and their government let 

loose the most cruel repressions against them 

with imposing death penalty, if they destroyed a 

machine or tried to disturb the functioning of the 

machines.  

It called for a new task of enlightening the 

workers. Some conscious workers and a few pro-

worker intellectuals took up the task of 

informing the workers that the fault didn't lie 

with the machines, but with the capitalists and 

the new social relations that they had built which 

used these machines against the workers under a 

particular social condition.  

Such a consciousness was just emerging in 

England in those days. It was further invigorated 

by the wide-ranging socio-political effects of 

French Revolution.  
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A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF FRENCH REVOLUTION AND 

ITS IMPACTS 

French Revolution began in 1789 and reached its 

climax in 1792-93 but its onward march fast 

came to an end just after this. since 1793-94, its 

force and shine both had begun to fade and 

recede. This led to the rise of Napoleon and his 

military dictatorship in 1799. He ruled over 

France up to 1815. 

Towards the end of the eighteenth century, 

France was ruled by a monarch, an absolute 

monarch, but actual power was in the hands of 

the nobility and the clergy. General mass of 

people was suffering in a big way as no privilege 

or concession was assigned for them by the 

nobility or the monarch. The struggle between 

the two - the city poor and the privileged classes 

– finally led to the fall of power of the Bastille. 

The State Power fell in the hands of the 

revolutionary petty bourgeoisie as well as the 

revolutionary Paris workers led by Jacobins on 

August 10, 1792 and the rule of Jacobins headed 

by Robespierre, Marat and Danton was 

established, however the vanguard was however 

the revolutionary detachment of Parisian 

workers whose pressure led the Revolution to 

swiftly purge France of the feudal regime along 

with its all its remnants creating conditions for 

establishment of complete political freedom. 

One can judge the situation from their 

revolutionary propaganda that consisted of 

slogans like "War to the palace, peace to the 

cottage.'' On their banners was inscribed the 

slogan: "Liberty, Equality, Fraternity."  

It led to great Impacts all over Europe in terms 

of pushing forward the working class, its basic 

demands of democracy and other livelihood 

issues. It also helped to push ahead the working-

class orientation in then ongoing intellectual 

discourse and later it helped to produce their 

leaders and ideologues.  

In Germany, Jacobin societies were formed in 

Rhine Province, the home province of Marx and 

Engels. Young Germans joined in large numbers 

in French Revolutionary Army as volunteers and 

took part in revolutionary detachments and 

associations of Parisian workers.  

Impact also grew even further East, up to St. 

Petersburg. But England bore even a greater 

impact. In England, labouring population 

formed secret Corresponding Society in support 

of French Revolution in spite of the laws which 

prohibited them and gave the State authorities 

power to take to repressive measures for this. 

Thomas Holcroft (1745-1809), a shoemaker, 

poet, publicist and orator played an important 

role. When France was declared a republic, this 

Corresponding Society secretly sent its message 

of sympathy and solidarity to the proposed 

Revolutionary Convention to be held in Paris. 

Naturally, when it came to the notice of English 

Authorities, these societies were severely 

persecuted. As a result, workers' associations, 

assembly and societies were banned in 1800 that 

continued up to 1824.  

However, the year 1817 saw a deadly conflict 

between English Government and the workers 

that culminated in the form of "Manchester 

Massacre" in 1819 which brought several scores 

of workers dead at the hands of the enormous 

cavalry forces that were employed the rebel 

workers. Not only this, new repressive measures 

and Gag laws were imposed. But ultimately in 

1824 the English workers won the famous 

Coalition Laws (1824-25) that gave the workers 

legal rights to form organisations and unions to 

fight for better salary, better working conditions 

and for lesser numbers of working hours.  

This marks the beginning of the English trade 

union movement. It also gave birth to political 

societies which began the struggle for universal 

suffrage. 

RESTORATION PERIOD AS A PRECURSOR OF JULY 

1830 REVOLUTION OF FRANCE 

Meanwhile, in France, in 1815, Napoleon was 

defeated and the era of Restoration began that 

lasted approximately fifteen years till 1830. It 

was marked by a number of huge concessions 

that were provided to the landlords who had 
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'suffered' during the French Revolution. 

However, land could not be restored to them. 

Rather, a huge compensation amounting to few 

billion francs was given to them in lieu of the 

land they had lost to the peasants.  

There arose a huge reaction against these 

concessions. Restoration thus led to new conflict 

in France. Liberals and the conservatives were 

again face to face against each other. This 

conflict was the main reason of the revolution 

that broke out in July 1830.  

As if whatever happened in France had effect in 

England, this July Revolution again had a direct 

impact and led to the beginning of an energetic 

movement for a wider suffrage as a result of 

which the English industrial bourgeoisie were 

granted the right to vote.  

But, at the same time, the workers were left in 

the lurch i.e. were not granted the right to vote.  

In reaction to this treachery of the liberals, in 

1836, the London Workingmen's Association 

was formed by a number of capable leaders like 

William Lovett (1800-1877) and Henry 

Hetherington (1792-1849). This was the prelude 

to the famous Chartist Movement in which 

fundamental political demands of the working 

class were formulated in a Charter and based on 

that even a workers' separate political party was 

unsuccessfully sought to be organised.  

The Chartist movement started in 1837 had 

advanced six demands: Universal suffrage, vote 

by secret ballot, parliaments elected annually, 

payment of members of parliament, abolition of 

property qualifications for members of 

parliament, and equalisation of electoral 

districts. 

WORKERS REVOLT IN FRANCE  

July French Revolution failed to establish a 

republic like that of 1792. It failed to restore 

what the French Revolution had brought to 

workers and toilers. The failure of the aim of the 

revolutionaries who participated in July 

Revolution resulted in a constitutional monarchy 

that gave concessions and freedom only to the 

bourgeoisie but waged war against the working 

class. As a result, a workers' revolt broke out in 

1831, in Lyons that was the centre of the silk 

industry in France. The revolt was strong that it 

had taken control of the city for few days. Their 

banner carried this slogan: "Live by work or die 

in battle."  

Later, one more such revolt again broke out in 

the same Lyons in 1834.  

When we analyze the Lyons Revolts, we find 

that it brought to light for the first time the 

significance of the labour element as distinct 

from that of liberal bourgeois in the fight 

against aristocracy. It had raised the banner 

of revolt against the entire bourgeoisie and 

brought the basic demands of the working 

class to the fore. Yet, it is true that it was still 

much far from directing its attack on the 

foundations of the bourgeois system - private 

property and capitalist anarchic social 

production.  

AUGUSTE BLANQUI (1805-1881) 

Auguste Blanqui, one of the greatest French 

revolutionists, one who had taken part in the July 

French Revolution also, had tried to form 

revolutionary organisations of workers in Paris 

subsequent to Lyons revolts which showed that 

the most revolutionary element in France were 

the workers. In his organisations, the workers of 

other nationalities such as Germans, Belgians, 

swiss were also present. Blanqui wrongly 

believed that by provoking to revolt, political 

power could be seized even by a minority by 

displaying exemplary heroic deeds. He believed 

that by thus capturing power, they could enforce 

a number of measures favouring the working 

class and thus get their support. One such revolt 

was provoked, too, in Paris in May 1839 which 

was immediately defeated. Blanqui was 

sentenced to life imprisonment. Many were 

forced to flee from France. Many made their way 

to London where they continued their work by 

organising the famous Workers' Educational 

Society in 1840 that had played a very 

significant role. 
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THE CONDITION OF GERMANY IN PARTICULAR 

AFTER 1815 

After The Napoleonic Wars came to an end with 

the crushing defeat of Napoleon in 1815 at the 

hands of the coalition of England, Germany, 

Austria and Russia, the destinies of many nations 

were to be determined in the infamous Vienna 

Congress held in 1814-15 that was however 

purportedly held so as to conclude peace. The 

Vienna Congress saw to it that all the territorial 

conquests of the French revolutionary period 

were completely wrenched from France. 

England took the biggest share as she was 

allowed to grab all the French colonies, whereas 

Germany was left wounded, to be contented with 

just a few of her own conquered regions like 

Palatinates to be returned to her. Her expectation 

of a unified Germany as a result of the War of 

Liberation was also shattered as she, at the 

behest of the then Czar Alexander I of the 

Russian Empire, was split into the north as 

Germany and the South as Austria.  

This had enraged the German intelligentsia and 

students who started a movement, the cardinal 

purpose of which was the establishment of a 

Unified Germany as well as the advancement of 

enlightenment and culture among the German 

people as a preparation for unification. In 

addition to this, they declared Russia as their 

enemy number one as Russia, immediately after 

the Vienna Congress, had concluded the Holy 

Alliance with reactionary Prussia to crush 

revolutionary movements. It wasn't for no reason 

that Marx and Engels also later wrote that the 

Russia was the mightiest prop of conservatism 

and reaction in Europe.  

Anyone considered spying for Russia was 

looked down upon with great hatred and many 

times such spies were also killed. While such 

acts became an ideal for the future Russian 

Decemberists (Russian revolutionaries who tried 

to kill the Czar), it became a pretext for German 

government to swoop down upon the German 

intelligentsia. However, the student societies in 

particular were more enraged, grew more 

aggressive and gave birth to revolutionary 

organisations of early twenties.  

At that time, a movement aimed at attempts to 

kick start armed insurrection was developing 

among the intelligentsia of Poland, Austria, 

France, and even Spain. It was the main trend 

among the revolutionaries, whether workers or 

those belonging to intelligentsia and petty 

bourgeoisie.  

Soon its counterpart in literature also surfaced 

whose chief representative in Germany was 

Ludwig Borne, a Jew. He was a thoroughgoing 

political democrat. Ludwig Borne had greatly 

influenced Engels as well as Marx.  

It must be remembered that when, in 1830, the 

July Revolution shook France, it also led to 

rebellions and uprisings in several areas and 

provinces of Germany. These rebellions had just 

subsided when its second wave again rolled over 

with the onset of Polish rebellion of 1831, 

though unsuccessful. As mentioned earlier 

Polish revolt was a direct consequence of the 

July 1830 Revolution of France. When 

persecution of the Polish revolutionaries began, 

the fled to take shelter in Germany and thus 

strengthened the already emerging revolutionary 

tendencies among the German intelligentsia. 

They also created a feeling of deep hatred for 

Russia and sympathy for Poland who was then 

under Russian domination. 

We see, after 1831, a series of attempts for 

creating revolutionary movements in Germany, 

particularly in the Palatinate and the Rhine, both 

of which enjoyed greater freedom due to having 

been a part of France for a long time. It was after 

1815 that the Rhine province was handed over to 

Prussia, the Palatinate to Bavaria. The 

inhabitants of the Rhine and the Palatinate 

province being accustomed to enjoying greater 

freedom, naturally resented German repression. 

In reaction to repression they usually naturally 

felt the need of and demanded a free and unified 

Germany where freedom, they thought, would a 

rule and repression an exception. Such were the 

effects of the great French Revolution. 
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In such an atmosphere, there arose a number of 

revolutionaries from among the ranks of the 

workers and the students in both these areas in 

the thirties. These revolutionaries were the finest 

product of the conditions of their time. They 

believed that once they won an armed 

insurrection, even in a locality, it would 

successfully create furore in support in the whole 

of Germany and thus they would liberate the 

whole country from aristocracy and win political 

freedom.  

This thought gave many exemplary 

revolutionaries. Just to name a few, they were 

like  23 year old Philip Becker, Karl Schapper, 

Weidig (Wilhelm Liebknecht's uncle who was a 

religious but nevertheless a fervent partisan of 

political freedom and a United Germany), Georg 

Buchner (who was the author of the drama The 

Death of Danton, and who tried to gain the 

sympathy of the peasantry for the revolutionary 

movement) and Theodor Schuster (who 

organised German workers in Paris and 

inseminated socialist thought in them and later 

formed The League of the Just whose members 

took part in the Blanqui uprising and shared the 

fate of the Blanquists and landed in prison. When 

released, they went to London where they 

formed Workers' Educational Society which was 

later transformed into a communist 

organisation).  

In addition to Borne who dominated the minds 

of the German intelligentsia, Heinrich Heine was 

the best and the most illustrious. He was a poet 

as well as a noted publicist whose organisation 

Paris Correspondence was of great educational 

importance to the youth.   

Borne and Heine were Jews. Whereas Borne 

came from the Palatinate, Heine from the Rhine 

province where Marx and Engels were born and 

grew. Both had great impact on what Marx and 

Engels later became. 

CONTEMPORARINESS OF MARX AND ENGELS WITH 

THE RISE OF WORKING CLASS 

Here what we see is that the first ever rise of the 

proletariat as a contender of capitalist class for 

political power came at a time when Marx and 

Engels were about to attaining their manhood 

and maturity. Naturally, the gradual 

developments of Marx and Engels were 

commensurate with the rise and consolidation of 

workers and their movement as class and a 

movement as independent and distinct from all 

other previous classes including the liberal or 

revolutionary bourgeois.  

The proletarian revolutionary movement took its 

most preliminary but definite shape when Marx 

and Engels was about to grow into manhood and 

maturity, first in the field of philosophy, then in 

politics and political economy. Both grew in 

close proximity with the emergence of the 

workers political, social and economic demands 

as an independent entity and  opposed to the 

entire camp of bourgeoisie that also showed, 

among other things, how the demand of 

democracy meant different things for the 

bourgeoisie and for the working class. 

Nevertheless, it showed that democracy is a must 

for the working class and fight for this 

democracy is indissolubly bound with their 

struggle for their emancipation which will come 

to be finally realised only with the final 

emancipation of the Humanity and liberation of 

Man from all His inferior forms of subjugation 

that subsume Him under some classes or estates. 

Both were naturally able to see this emerging 

historical mission of the working class with their 

own naked eyes. It is, however, true that it 

wasn’t so simple for everyone to see this. The 

tumultuous development of working class in the 

whole of Europe was taking place meandering 

on different unbeaten, unseen and even through 

a hotch-potch of paths and sub-ways and 

therefore wasn't discernible to all. It was only 

Marx and Engels who, in the midst of all this 

hotchpotch, could see what was of historical 

significance that was emerging before them. It is 
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only they who could see the proletariat's singular 

role in completing this historical mission. 

Through all these they could see what role the 

proletariat is destined to play in the next leap of 

history from capitalism to communism. While 

they were quite young, between 22 and 26, they 

had acquired a very clear philosophical and 

scientific understanding of things that were 

about to happen as well as of the class that was 

to take the leadership of the whole Humanity. 

They successfully showed that it was the modern 

working class, the proletariat which is the 

ultimate product of the capitalist mode of 

production.   

But this could not happen in isolation from the 

proletarian movement. Not at all. They plunged 

with full capacity into what was going on the 

ground i.e. amidst workers movement, amidst 

the revolutions and got in touch with every 

practical thing and event taking place even in 

remote places. Being part of the turmoil, they 

understood it, analysed it and then theorised the 

tasks ahead for the working class. It is as if none 

other could do in a better way.  

They made themselves an inalienable part of all 

secret organisations of the workers and fought 

their ‘ideologues’ for correct orientation and 

later turned themselves into their ablest, most 

enlightened and most efficient leaders, inspirers 

and finally the teachers of the world proletariat 

by mainly discovering with the help of their 

master piece – the dialectical and historical 

materialism – the inner general laws of history 

that have governed and will continue to govern 

the society in future. The most living idea and 

concept of the proletarian revolution is also the 

outcome of scientific understanding and 

application of the same laws in the field of 

society. The practical achievements of the 

proletarian movement of this own time and later 

after his death in the leadership of Lenin and 

others have proved beyond doubt that the 

making of Marx and Engels as a genius was 

nothing but the appreciation by them of the laws 

of  motion of history and nature and hence its 

light will never fade away. (to be continued)  

REMEMBERING KAKORI MARTYRS 

ON THEIR 93RD

 MARTYRDOM DAY 

RAM PRASAD BISMIL, 

ASHFAQULLAH KHAN, 

ROSHAN SINGH & 

RAJENDRA LAHIRI 

WHO WERE HANGED FOR THEIR 

REVOLUTIONARY IDEAS OF 

FREEDOM ON 17TH

 & 19TH

 

DECEMBER 1927. 
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DIGITAL DIVIDE IS KILLING STUDENTS 

“Because of me, my family is facing many 

financial problems. I am a burden on my 

family. My education is a burden. If I can’t 

study, I can’t live. Forgive me I am not a good 

daughter. The scholarship whenever received 

should be paid to my father”  

Aishwarya Reddy, 19 years old, a brilliant LSR 

College Delhi student from a poor family in 

Telangana in her suicide note dated 02.11.2020 

“One smart phone x 3 siblings = 0 online 

classes. My father is a laborer. We own one 

smartphone which he takes with him when he 

is out for work. So my 12 year old sister and I 

can’t attend online classes. My brother has 

already dropped out of school because of this 

and is now learning carpentry” 

Mohit Ahirwal, a class 10 student of a 

government school in Jammu 

Devika Balkrishnan daughter of a laborer in 

Kerala and Shibani Kumari daughter of a truck 

driver in West Bengal, both class 10 students 

ended their lives as they did not have a 

smartphone and could not study online.  

Adolescence means whirlwind of dreams, 

emotion, passion, love and attraction. 

Exuberance and aroma of youth is precious, not 

available in the market or online, never returns 

to life afterwards. What is the reality of our 

youth, on the other hand, we are condemned to 

witness? Not a day passes when we don’t have 

to undergo the trauma of facing the cruel reality 

of a promising, charming youth drowned in 

distress, chooses death over life!! If this cannot 

stir us to stand up and raise our voice then 

nothing can. The process of dehumanization is 

complete, then. Aishwarya’s suicide is not 

followed by resignations of the college principal, 

ministers of education and science technology, 

itself proves that the insensitivity and 

irresponsibility of the government and apathy of 

the whole society have reached alarming levels. 

Just like the migrant workers were pushed to the 

brink to save their life by declaring countrywide 

lockdown on March 24, 2020 without any 

planning and preparation to cope with the 

emerging situation at that humongous scale, 

exactly similarly, students all over India were 

asked to attend on line classes since the school, 

colleges will were closed till further instructions 

without bothering to know the real status of the 

majority of students. Should the government 

claiming to be committed to ‘sab ka saath sab ka 

vikaas’ not know the real financial status of the 

children in schools?  Costly infra structure and 

substantial running expenses are incurred for 

‘online education’. Is the government so naïve 

not to notice that? What will happen to the young 

tender minds when they are denied excess to the 

learning process? If a government claiming itself 

a Vishwaguru did not care about the lives of the 

crores of poor students across the country, 

should these, the most tragic and heart 

wrenching incidents of student suicides not be 

classified as institutional murders or criminal 

acts of abetment to suicide? 

CHILDREN PROFILE IN OUR COUNTRY  

Even after 73 years of ‘robust capitalist 

development’ in our country, 50% of the total 

children never go to school even after the so 

called ‘compulsory Child Education Policy of 

India’ reports  Smile Foundation. According to 

the same report, 30 lakh children live on the 

streets. Rulers of the country should hang their 

STUDENTS’ FATAL DISTRESS &  

CRIMINAL INSENSITIVITY OF GOVERNMENT 
S. V. Singh 

https://factly.in/fact-check-has-the-allocation-for-scholarships-of-scs-obcs-increased/
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heads in shame over this fact instead of 

proclaiming ‘Children are the future of the 

nation’!! According to government’s own 

statistics, as of Sep 2014, total literacy rate in our 

country stood at 65.38% with male literacy at 

75.85% whereas female literacy at merely 

54.16%. Children reaching grade 5 in 2000/01, 

are 59.8% only.  Employing child labor is a 

crime in our country but 1.7 crore children work 

to survive as per official estimates. Out of the 

total employed children, 19% work as domestic 

help. About 80% of the child labor is engaged in 

agriculture. This figure of 1.7 crore child labor 

does not include millions of children who have 

to ‘do their own family work’ as their parents are 

either unable to work or they cannot earn 

sufficient for the family to survive. Children of 

all marginal peasants, invariable, work for their 

survival. ‘Children also work because there is 

demand for cheap labor. High incidence of child 

labor is a result of high incidence of adult 

unemployment’ informs the same report. No 

parent stops their child from going to school and 

sends to work instead out of choice. It is under 

compulsions of survival that children are forced 

to work. Right to live supersedes all other laws. 

No law on earth can force a healthy living 

individual to die of hunger. Migrant labor has 

proved amply by their rebellion against 

government firman when they were forced to 

remain indoor after announcement of lockdown. 

These 1.7 crore children belong to that section of 

our society which is never taken into any 

consideration unless poll schedule is declared by 

the Election Commission!! 

We are the biggest education ‘market’ in the 

world. There are 25 crore students in our country 

which is the highest number in any country in the 

world. 27% of the total students i.e. 6.7 crore 

students do not have access to smart phones or 

laptops to attend online classes, concedes one 

report by NCERT. Moreover, even if a family 

owns a smart phone or laptop, how can more 

than one child have access to the same when 

parents themselves are required to work online 

or take smartphone to the place of their work? 

Education class even if online has specific 

subject, syllabus and it cannot be shared by more 

than one student or with their parents working 

online particularly when timings are also the 

same. Attending to 6-7 hours of classes online 

daily, obviously, requires internet access, speed, 

electricity supply and above all, recurring cost. 

Did the concerned authorities bother to find out 

how many parents can afford that? Was it not 

incumbent on the government to know before 

rushing to make yet another vital 

announcement? Covid-19 was, of course, 

sudden and unexpected occurrence but the most 

painful and callous aspect of this cruel ordeal is 

that the government choose to resort to non 

sensical gimmicks like banging the pans, 

lighting the lamps, showering of flowers and 

playing trumpets in place of hard, concrete and 

real measures to save human lives. This 

shameful spectacle is not witnessed anywhere in 

the world and very heavy price is being paid by 

the poor of the country.   

 

FACT CHECK ABOUT SCHOLARSHIPS 

There can’t be two opinions that priority number 

1 of any government, claiming to have even the 

https://www.ibef.org/industry/education-presentation
https://www.indiatoday.in/education-today/news/story/approximately-27-school-students-do-not-have-access-to-smartphones-laptops-to-attend-online-classes-1713208-2020-08-20
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least concern about the human resource 

development of the country, should be to ensure 

free education to all the children irrespective of 

the fact that they are genius or ordinary, rich or 

poor. The cruel, anti-human system of capitalism 

in vogue in our country has, however, turned 

education too into an industry. 

Commercialization and privatization of 

education is further cemented by the New 

Education Policy implemented by Modi 

government since July 2020. India is now being 

marketed as the biggest market in the world and 

the big capital sharks are being lured to invest 

and fleece profit. Profit can be maximized only 

when education is made costly, free from any 

state intervention, no subsidy and market is 

allowed to fix the cost that is why not only the 

fees of any nature are being increased 

exorbitantly but the scholarships available for 

the brilliant poor students are being, 

systematically, withdrawn.  

1) Scholarships available for the poor 

students from the marginalized 

communities are being drastically reduced 

or doing away with. Budget allocations for 

these scholarships are being slashed 

drastically during last 5 years i.e. 2015-16 to 

2019-20. Number of pre-matric scholarships 

is continuously falling since 2015-16. Total 

24 lakh students availed these scholarships in 

2015-16 while only 22 lakhs were given 

these scholarships in 2018-19. Number of 

post-matric scholarship beneficiaries fell 

from 58 lakh in 2015-16 to 33 lakhs in 2018-

19, a sharp reduction of 43%. Centre’s 

funding for pre-matric scholarships for SC 

category fell from Rs.500 crore in 2015-16 to 

Rs.300 crore in 2019-20, reduction by 40%.   

2) Sharp decline in disbursal of scholarship 

to minority community beneficiaries since 

2014. “We want them (Muslim Youth) Quran 

in one hand and computer in the other” 

thunders Modi in his trademark boastful 

style, pretending as a stateman, at ‘Islamic 

Heritage’ in New Delhi. An RTI query, 

however, revealed that out of total 96,50,248 

students registered for scholarship, only 

44,74,452 received in the academic year 

2017-18. Not only that, students from 

minority community were to receive up to 

Rs.30000 annually but many of them actually 

received a meagre Rs.5000 only. If a leader’s 

deeds and words match an inch then he 

cannot be Narendra Modi!! Vikas of the poor 

and destitute is always in his speech whereas 

vikas of Adani-Ambani is in his deeds!! 

Students all over the country are under fatal 

stress not without reason. There is a drastic 

and reckless reduction in scholarship 

disbursals and number of the students 

needing and qualifying for these scholarships 

is increasing.    

              

Sche

me 

Number Of Applications Received Online 

2013-

14 

2014-

15 

2015-

16 

2016-

17 

2017-

18 

Pre-

matric * * 
69,82

,276 

86,35

,428 

96,50

,248 

Post-

matric 

13,00

,128 

15,95

,955 

17,30

,089 

18,03

,649 

17,35

,599 

Merit 

cum 

means 

3,26,

723 

4,62,

744 

2,62,

829 

2,80,

639 

2,49,

229 

Data provided by the Ministry of Minority 

Affairs under RTI 

 

Unable to deny hard facts, the minister 

concerned conceded, “Scholarship is budget 

based and not demand driven” The truth, 

therefore, gets uncovered for all to see. How will 

the scholarships be paid and the students in dire 

need of financial help continue with their studies 

when the government is slashing the budget 

meant for the same year after year. Not only, the 

less number of scholarships are sanctioned but 

the disbursals of the same is deliberately 

delayed. This causes maximum distress as 

student takes into account the scholarship 

amount while taking admission in a course but it 

never reaches her/ his hands or reaches too late. 

https://scroll.in/article/951605/cuts-in-indias-education-budget-have-meant-fewer-scholarships-for-students-from-marginalised-groups
https://thewire.in/education/rti-reveals-steep-decline-in-disbursal-of-minority-scholarships-since-2014
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There will, consequently, be distress screams 

from talented but poor students in dire need of 

funds. Some of them will, eventually, ‘quit’ as 

Aishwarya did. How then not to call these 

suicides as institutional murders? 

3) Research Scholarships have literally been 

starved of funds during Modi Rule in 

India. Last year (2019-20), a sum of Rs.356 

crore was earmarked for university 

scholarships which was further enhanced to 

Rs.381 crore. Nirmala Sitaraman has, this 

year, reduced this amount to a mere Rs.141 

crore, reduction by a whopping 63%!! 

Reduction of a single penny in scholarship 

means simultaneous addition of acute 

distress among students. Those engaged in 

research work in any central university and 

not getting any other scholarship can, 

rightfully, claim Non-NET fellowship of 

Rs.8000 pm for Ph.D. and Rs.5000 pm for M. 

Phil courses. Please ponder over mental 

condition of those who have enrolled 

themselves in these courses taking into 

account this fellowship amount and during 

the course of the program they are denied 

this!! Unsurprisingly, the UGC had abolished 

the Non-NET fellowships in 2015 itself but 

strong protests from students had forced the 

government to take this outrightly anti-

student policy back. Similar formidable 

protests, unfortunately, could not be 

organized this time.  No student from poor 

family can do research work without 

financial support but that doesn’t matter to 

the government marching on the path of 

becoming a Vishwaguru!! 

4) Fee hike is so severe and atrocious that it 

will push out of the educational 

institutions, not only the poor they are 

already out but also to the middle- class 

students.  Frequent hikes in tuition fee, 

hostel fee, admission fee, exam fee et al are 

not driven by inflation neutralization factor 

because in that case the hike would have been 

10% or 15%. But if fees are up by 1787% 

then it is evident that purpose is to drive the 

poor out of the education ‘market’. Education 

is now an industry and market will decide 

who will be in or out of the college!! As a 

sample case, please examine the most recent 

hike in Haryana. On 6th of November an 

order was passed by Haryana government 

increasing the fee in medical colleges for 

MBBS courses from Rs.53000 per year to Rs. 

10,00,000 per year (a mind numbing 

1787%!!!) which will be applicable to all the 

students! Besides this, students are required 

to submit a bond of Rs.40,00,000!! How 

many families in our country can afford this 

cost? In one stroke, the ‘nationalist’ 

government has pushed 80% of the students 

of nation out of the medical institutions. They 

are now ‘free’ to learn carpentry, plumbing, 

coloring and painting of houses, making 

candles, embroidery and what not. CBSE 

increased board exam fee in August 2019 for 

general categories from Rs.750 to Rs.1500-a 

100% increase, and for SC and ST students 

from Rs.50 to Rs.1200- a 2300% hike!! Fee 

increase is now an ongoing process, 

increased any time round the year. What a 

piercing stress this ‘measure’ will cause 

among the students who aspire to become 

doctors is no concern of the ‘patriotic’ 

government. Its aim is to make education 

industry lucrative for the capitalist sharks to 

invest and squeeze profit out of the bones of 

the populace which is possible only when 

‘cheap’ education is not available to anyone 

anywhere in the country. This is not a new 

phenomenon, health sector has already been 

‘transformed’ on exactly the same lines. 

Dogs and pigs play and copulate at most of 

the government hospitals while world class, 

glittering medical shops are available now in 

every city of the country. Another tragic 

aspect of this type of ‘loot’ orders is that these 

are implemented with immediate effect 

without bothering to think of those students 

who took admission taking into account the 

old fee structure. What will they do now 

midway of the course is again not the 

government’s ‘business’! How many of the 

https://www.telegraphindia.com/india/jitters-over-scholarship-fund-cut/cid/1741633
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students and their parents will be driven to 

unmanageable stress, extreme depression and 

eventually to suicides?  Last year, nation 

witnessed massive protests at JNU triggered 

by the mindless hikes in every fee but Corona 

calamity has provided an opportunity and 

Modi government is committed, not to let the 

opportunity go waste!! Fee hikes in every 

institution in every state are so frequent and 

are so cruel and unbearable that everything 

cannot be covered here, that’s not the purpose 

of this essay. Deadly contribution of fee hike, 

though, to the vicious circle of fatal distress 

among students is overwhelming and 

unignorable.  During the span of 6 years of 

Modi government between 2014-15 and 

2019-20, the share of education 

expenditure in the total Union budget fell 

from 4.1% to 3.4%. The dearth of funds is 

reflected in both the amount allotted for 

scholarships as well as the substantial decline 

in the number of beneficiaries across 

categories of scholarships.  

Listen to the heart wrenching screams of poor 

students, O Rulers!!  

The most painful experience is having to read 

suicide notes of teenagers. We are condemned to 

undergo that at frightening regular intervals. 

Courage is, however, to be mustered and one has 

to hold breath to deliberate, think and examine 

these gory details in order to avoid the 

circumstances leading to such ordeal.  

Late Aishwarya Reddy: A charming and 

graciously smiling picture flashed in news 

papers, is still engrossed in psyche, refuses to 

fade away. Telangana state topper, proud student 

of the prestigious Lady Shriram College B.Sc. 

Honors Maths, ‘Inspire’ scholarship (Rs.5000 

per month for one year) winner, payment of the 

same denied, asked to vacate the hostel room and 

look for private accommodation got too much 

and she ended her life. “I had to shut within a 

month due to the lockdown and although I 

reopened, business has been slow. My daughter 

had returned home in February after the college 

closed. In October, she asked if I could buy her 

a laptop as online classes had started and she 

was finding it difficult to attend them on her 

phone. She said even a used laptop would do. I 

told her to wait for a few days. She did not ask 

again. A few days later, she mentioned that the 

scholarship amount she was supposed to receive 

was delayed,” said Aishwarya’s father Shrinivas 

Reddy, a motor mechanic had availed a Rs. 2 

lakh education loan mortgaging the house. These 

lines reveal the real status of the education sector 

in our country.  

  Over 150 children committed suicide during 

lock down in the state of Kerala alone. 

According to Mathrubhumi paper report these 

children included even those who were awarded 

President’s medal for excellence. 93% of these 

children showed no tendency or symptom of 

depression in their early life before taking these 

extreme steps. 

80 suicides are reported in Jalandhar city 

alone during pandemic induced lock down 

reports Chandigarh Tribune. 

Vikrapandi,  class 11 student in Theni District 

of Tamilnadu ended his life unable to bear 

pressure being unable to continue his studies 

online, reports Financial Times. 

The Tribune reported that between April and 

June a total of 113 suicides were reported in 

the city of Kolkata which is more than double 

the number of corresponding period last year. 

Most of the persons are less than 40.   

The unreadable, heart wrenching tales of 

hopelessness and despair among students 

leading, eventually, to their suicides don’t cease 

coming. Nation needs to sit up and ponder 

seriously over this issue. 

DO NOT ‘QUIT’, RISE TO FACE THE CHALLENGE, 

O STUDENTS!!  

Aishwarya Reddy, you, undoubtedly, did 

everything perfect in your life, except one thing. 

You didn’t learn political economy of the present 

times. You excelled in your studies, topped the 

state of Telangana, got admission in a leading 

https://scroll.in/article/951605/cuts-in-indias-education-budget-have-meant-fewer-scholarships-for-students-from-marginalised-groups
https://scroll.in/article/951605/cuts-in-indias-education-budget-have-meant-fewer-scholarships-for-students-from-marginalised-groups
https://english.mathrubhumi.com/news/kerala/study-shows-150-child-suicides-in-kerala-during-lockdown-1.5155396
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/jalandhar/80-suicides-reported-in-dist-during-pandemic-induced-lockdown-123298
https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/india/in-pressure-due-to-online-classes-a-class-11-student-commits-suicide-in-tamil-nadu-5793081.html
https://theprint.in/india/suicides-see-a-sharp-rise-in-kolkata-amid-lockdown-over-half-are-40-years-or-younger/453853/
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college in Delhi, earned ‘Inspiring Scholarship’ 

from Ministry of Science and Technology in 

spite insurmountable odds that a student from 

poor background faces. Even after that you could 

not escape the cruel tentacles of the system 

which killed you, finally. One factor common to 

every suicide is ‘hopelessness’. After knowing 

the prevailing politico economic laws prevailing 

in society, one understands the scientific cause 

behind what is actually happening. Why are the 

schools and colleges not being opened as per 

need of society? Why are the number of hostel 

rooms not being increased since so many years? 

Why are the scholarships either being abolished 

or payment is delayed or denied? Not only that, 

one also gets to know how the situation can be 

changed and this inculcates hope and 

determination to become part of that change 

process. One can endure hardships even can go 

hungry if one has hope. Idea of suicide never 

strikes a hopeful person. This is the reason that 

all the bourgeois leaders sale fake hopes. We, all, 

have been recipients of fake hopes in abundance 

since 1947 itself. Nehru gave us fake hope of 

socialism and ruled the nation for 18 years. He 

knew that his job is to make the base of the 

capitalist system safe and secure as per the blue 

print given to him by Bombay Plan (Tata-Birla 

Plan) of 1944 but he peddled public sector as 

socialism as those were the days when people 

were fighting their bourgeois or feudal rulers in 

their respective countries to establish scientific 

socialism and in order to detract that process 

here, he sold false, fake and utopian socialism. 

Then Indira Gandhi sold fake hopes successfully 

in the name of ‘Garibi Hatao’ and ruled the 

nation for 14 years. After that came Manmohan 

Singh, simple, pious looking ‘economist’, 

darling of the bourgeoisie and the stupid, 

irritating liberals. He presented neo liberalism as 

panacea of all ills that eventually devastated the 

nation but people devoured fake hope again. 

Bourgeoisie gave full 10 years to him but when 

capitalist crisis accentuated further and the going 

got tuff for him and he failed to deliver fake hope 

anymore, a real master of the art appeared on the 

scene. Modi, the seller par excellence, 

hypnotized the gullible masses quite literally 

with his super performance delivery of 

outlandish promises and has taken the art of 

selling fake dreams to another unassailable 

levels. One who succeeded in driving the 

destitute and ruined people of Bihar to vote for 

him during the present dire circumstances can 

sell the combs to the bald in dozens!! This, 

though, is one side of the reality. There are, on 

the other hand, a galaxy of true leaders, the real 

leaders who have examined the human history 

objectively and scientifically and discovered the 

inherent philosophy governing human 

development since beginning. These leaders for 

example, Karl Marx, are like torch bearers 

guiding the hoodwinked and confused masses, 

crushed under poverty, harsh difficulties, cruel 

realities, desperately groping in the dark for a 

way out. The moment one comes to envision the 

scientific way to get out and bury the rot once 

and for all, one feels enlightened and empowered 

as if a light is switched on in a dark alley. The 

despair and hopelessness give way to 

determination and resolve to be instrument of 

change. In case Aishwarya knew the fact that the 

hardships faced by her and also other hundreds 

of million toiling masses of the country are 

because of the accentuating crisis in the capitalist 

mode of development. This system too has to go 

and give way to socialism just like feudalism has 

become history after giving birth to capitalism 

from its womb. Who would have thought 

looking to the grandeur of the courts of the kings 

that one day they will be down and out 

unceremoniously and the capital will dictate 

everything and will rule the world. Had 

Aishwarya knew this, she would not have even 

thought of putting that bloody noose around her 

neck and the society would not have been 

deprived of her extraordinary talent. The way 

fees are being hiked, scholarships are being 

snatched, education is being commercialized, 

privatized, being converted into an industry for 

the capitalist shark to squeeze profits, even 

harder days are in store ahead not only for the 

students from poor background but also those 

from the middle class, more particularly for 
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those who are blessed with sharp intellect and 

emotional and sensitive thought process.  

Having to read suicide notes from teenagers is 

the most painful job in this world. Society cannot 

afford to lose more Aishwaryas. Let us 

remember that these incidents of suicides are 

fully blown extreme symptoms of the cancer, 

there are crores of other students who are facing 

acute stress, depression and falling victim to 

alcoholism, drugs and crime. Students who don’t 

understand and appreciate the actual scientific 

causes of the disease, are in all likelihood prone 

to fall victim to escapism by way of alcoholism, 

drug addiction, depression, may be suicides or 

become tools in the hands of fascists in their 

machinations. This frightening prospect is real 

and looming large on the horizon.   

 

The hard reality of Class Division of the society 

is being manifested in several ways. Its not 

possible to suppress the truth anymore. 

Pandemic induced but mindlessly implemented 

nationwide lockdown and consequent closure of 

schools/ colleges and online education has bared 

this reality in a novel way. This is called Digital 

Divide. Yawning gap between ‘Haves’ those 

students who own smartphone or laptop and 

continuous good speed internet facility and 

‘Have nots’ those who don’t have these gadgets 

is getting terrible as the pandemic and related 

circumstances are not coming to end. The brutal 

reality is that only a few are in the ‘Haves’ 

category and overwhelming majority of students 

fall in the later ‘Have nots’ category. A digital 

survey of the SRM College where Aishwarya 

was learning published in Economic Times 

reveals that “out of 1450 students who 

responded to the survey, 30% did not have their 

own laptops of their own while 40% said that 

they are attending online classes without 

proper internet connection. Over 90% of the 

students said online classes had affected their 

mental and physical health.” NSS survey of 

2017-18 tells that 75% of the population is 

residing in rural area and out of them only 15% 

have access to internet.  The level of distress 

caused by this terrible division can only be 

realized by those who underwent this ordeal for 

over 6 months now. Absolutely no step is taken 

by the government to address this suffocating 

deprivation of studies to crores of students. Its 

not that government did take steps but fell short 

as the number is humongous. That would have 

been understandable but simply turning the blind 

eye to this torture of students is callous. Second 

cause of student distress is ever rising fees all 

around. Education is getting beyond reach of the 

vast majority of population. Hostel rooms are 

available only to the handful of students as 

Aishwarya was asked to vacate the hostel room 

as it was available for the first year only. Where 

will those who cannot afford costly 

accommodation in the big cities, go is again not 

the government’s business!! Scholarships for 

higher studies are scrapped and funds are not 

available even where these are not scrapped may 

be these are due to be done away with the next 

year. In case Aishwarya had got due scholarship 

of Rs.5000 per month for which she was entitled 

since March then her life could not have been 

lost. The minister of minority affairs has 

revealed the real intention of the government, 

“scholarship is budget based and not demand 

driven”.  There was no budget provision of lakhs 

of crores of relief package for the corporate 

business and the government provided as per 

their demand; this is another matter, none of our 

business!! The fact of the matter is that ruling 

capitalist class does not need educated people 

anymore. They have to throw out whatever are 

left with them. They don’t need research 

scholars as they don’t need to increase the 

production. Their inventory levels are peaking, 

go downs are full to the brim thanks to the 

inherent capitalist crisis which is systemic and 

unresolvable. When bourgeoisie doesn’t need 

educated people, engineers, doctors, doesn’t 

need research to boost production then why to 

waste money on education and scholarships for 

the higher education!! Moreover, fascists who 

are the last resort for the drowning capitalist 

structure, flourish and thrive among uneducated 

and ignorant masses. No one, then, question 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/digital-divide-between-have-devices-and-have-not-deepens-and-so-does-student-despair/articleshow/79260079.cms?UTM_Source=Google_Newsstand&UTM_Campaign=RSS_Feed&UTM_Medium=Referral
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even if outlandish rubbish and nonsense is 

served like, we had a glorious past as there was 

internet and test tube fertility facilities during 

Mahabharat times, we had airplanes and 

spacecrafts thousands of years ago, our ancestors 

had attained expertise in plastic surgery by 

transplanting elephant head to human body 

which is not possible even now!! It is always 

easy to convert humans into black sheep and 

have armies of blind supporters if the masses are 

uneducated and ignorant. This obvious thinking 

is guiding the government policies these days. 

Let us remember famous words of Voltaire, an 

18th century French Enlightenment writer and 

philosopher, “Those who can make you believe 

absurdities, can make you commit atrocities.” 

The real culprit, therefore, is the moribund 

capitalist system. Any movement, now, to force 

the government to roll back the unbearable fee 

hike and to increase scholarships, not to abolish 

these and not to deny education to almost 80% 

of population is unlikely to yield results as the 

government has moved too far and too fast in the 

opposite direction. Hence all the movements to 

save education have now to be directed against 

this inhuman, barbaric and rotten-beyond-repair 

system of capitalism which has already passed 

its expiry date long back. 

History teaches us that students and youth have 

always been the harbingers of change. Indian 

freedom movement shows us how the colleges 

and universities were turned into meeting and 

organizing places for freedom fighters 

determined to throw away the British colonial 

exploiters. Who can forget Shaheed-e-Azam 

Bhagat Singh’s clarion call from National 

College Lahore, “REVOLUTION IS AN 

INALIENABLE RIGHT OF MANKIND. 

FREEDOM IS AN IMPERISHABLE 

BIRTHRIGHT OF ALL”? Another freedom 

movement may be on a still bigger and larger 

scale has to be unleashed to ensure freedom from 

exploitation, hunger, deprivation. Students and 

youth make a tremendous energy required to 

fulfill this historical task. This cannot, however, 

be accomplished by dejected, depressed youth 

who want to ‘quit’ and escape from the hardships 

of the challenge and by those who are out to take 

their own lives. Only a lighted candle can light 

others, please remember! The students possess 

the most fertile mind. They are unconquerable 

energy. They have to know, what is happening, 

why is happening and how to change this and 

this can only be done by those who may be 

financially distressed but are high on morale and 

enthusiasm.  

  

YOGI ADIYANATH APPROVES 

ORDINANCE AGAINST ‘LOVE 

JIHAD’ IN UP 

Rise Against The Fascist 

Attack On Personal Liberty 

& Freedom In The Name Of 

False Cooked-up Narrative 

Of ‘Love Jihad’. 
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This November, on the eleventh, the Jharkhand 

Assembly met for a special session. A resolution 

for Sarna Adivasi Dharm Code Bill was passed 

and a long overdue demand of the Adivasis of 

Jharkhand got met halfway. It now awaits 

approval from the Centre as, constitutionally, the 

power of legislating on religious matters is 

vested in the Parliament.  

Sarna Dharm Code seeks to bring Adivasi 

religions at par with other major religions of 

India, namely, Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, 

Jainism, Buddhism and Sikhism. These are the 

only religions that are listed separately in the 

Census, and thus, those practising religions other 

than these six fail to get distinctly recognized in 

the Census. The Sarna Dharm Code seeks to 

make a space for Sarna, the religion the Adivasis 

of Jharkhand claim to practice.    

Sarna Dharm Code, although aimed at merely an 

official recognition of Sarna as a separate Census 

category, has a much wider implication. It has a 

historical significance and is inextricably linked 

with Adivasi identity and survival. The long 

history of Indian State’s discriminatory politics 

against the Adivasis, the right-wing Hindu 

politics to bring them within the fold of 

Hinduism, and the endless ill-efforts of the 

capitalists to grab their lands, provide the context 

to this issue. This paper seeks to explore this 

context in order to better appreciate the 

significance of this symbolic gesture of 

Jharkhand Assembly.  

INDIAN STATE AND THE ADIVASIS: POLITICS OF 

TERMINOLOGY AND CENSUS 

The people who are popularly designated as 

Tribes and Adivasis have been known by several 

other terms too. ‘Primitive tribes’, ‘Adimjati’, 

‘backward Hindus’, ‘Sons of soil’, ‘Raniparaj’, 

‘Indigenous people’, ‘Vanvasi’, and similar 

other terminologies have been used for this 

community. These terms are not mere defining 

categories; most of them are a product of 

particular forms of politics that are crucial to the 

existence and livelihood of these people.  

The Constitution of India lists them as 

Scheduled Tribe and the Constitution makers 

very carefully avoided the term ‘Adivasi’ or 

‘indigenous’ to describe them. ‘Adivasi’ and its 

English counterpart ‘indigenous’ remain highly 

contested and scrutinized terminologies, 

particularly after the two terms entered the 

vocabulary of Adivasi politics and when the idea 

of indigeneity became an integral part of their 

consciousness. These terms strongly express the 

legitimacy of the Adivasi right to the land they 

were the ‘first’ to till, to the forest they ‘first’ 

inhabited. As anthropological categories, they 

may not stand much ground against the 

arguments of indigenity, but as far as 

marginalization is concerned, these terms have 

been internalized by them and have been used as 

an emphatic tool to assert their marginalized 

existence. They fortify  Adivasi claims for their 

rightful place in mainstream political and 

economic processes.  

Officially and constitutionally, however, both 

terms remain rejected. India’s official position at 

the United Nations with regard to indigenous 

population has been that of complete denial. 

India has categorically stated that neither the 

Scheduled Tribes nor any other community in 

India can exclusively claim to be indigenous and 

that actually all Indians are indigenous. 

Similarly, Indian State refuses to use the term 

‘Adivasi’. The detailed narrative of the 

POLITICS OF CENSUS AND CAPITALISM 

SARNA DHARM CODE AND ADIVASI SURVIVAL 
Amita Kumari 
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reluctance to accept it as a constitutional 

category and settling down for a neutral, 

administrative term like Scheduled Tribe, can be 

found in the Constituent Assembly debates. 

Jaipal Singh Munda, the vociferous Adivasi 

leader in the Constituent Assembly, replied to 

this reluctance without mincing words. One may 

quote from one of his many such rejoinders: 

The word ‘Adibasis’ has not been used in any 

of the translations made by the several 

Committees… why has the word ‘Adibasi’ not 

used and the word ‘Banjati’ has been used? 

Most of the members of our tribes do not live 

in jungles…I do not understand why this old 

abusive epithet of Banjati is being used in 

regard to them-for till recently it meant an 

uncivilized barbarian.    

Despite Jaipal’s repeated insistence on the term 

‘Adivasi’ it was not accepted. Similarly, despite 

continual representations of Adivasi delegates in 

UNWGIP (United Nations Working Group on 

Indigenous Populations), Indian State remains 

adamant on its position. 

This politics of terminology finds a suitable 

partner in the politics of census, when it comes 

to denying the Adivasis their due. Both politics 

seek to obliterate the distinct historical identity 

and experience of the Adivasis which have been 

shaped by a long past of marginalization and 

dispossession.  

In India the Census began in the year 1871. 

Religion used to be a prominent criterion in the 

pre-independent censuses. The Adivasis were 

classified under “animists” or “primitive 

religions” till the 1951 census. The religions 

practised by the Adivasis, thus, remained 

recognized as a separate category till 1951. Since 

1961 the Censuses began the enumeration of 

religious affiliation under six categories (as 

mentioned above) and religions other than these 

six are clubbed under the category “other”. The 

latter are asked to specify their religions, but 

their specific religions get marked only within 

the “other’ category. The Adivasi religious 

persuasions, since then, have failed to present 

themselves as a separate entity and their 

existence and identity have been rendered 

inconsequential.  

This inconsequentiality does not mean a mere 

religious discrimination. It poses crucial material 

disadvantages for the Adivasis. A peep into the 

materiality of this gradual obliteration exposes 

the Indian State’s crafty design aimed at 

dispossessing the Adivasis of the very rights that 

have been historically achieved through 

struggles against the British and the Indian State. 

We are aware that constitutionally the Adivasis 

are provided with separate provisions that 

recognize their unique historical identity and 

needs, and seek to safeguard their special 

interests. For example under the Fifth Schedule, 

areas with dominant tribal population are 

categorized as Scheduled Areas and the 

Governor of the State is responsible to make and 

implement policies for the economic and cultural 

welfare of the Adivasis. The Fifth Schedule also 

safeguards the special needs of the Adivasis by 

limiting the effects of legislations passed by the 

Centre or State legislature. A Tribal Advisory 

Council is also constituted in each State with 

Scheduled area that advises the Governor on 

matters of welfare and development of the tribes. 

The entire edifice of the provision of Fifth 

Schedule stands on the criterion of population. 

Similarly, several initiatives of positive 

discrimination like reservation, Central funds 

under tribal sub-plan, and others, are based on 

population count. In the last few years, there 

have been sharp demands for removal of certain 

districts from the category of Scheduled Areas 

owing to declining tribal population. The 

Census, thus, becomes extremely crucial.        

One may pause here for a while and remind 

oneself that the entire exercise of census has 

never been a neutral one. In democracy where 

numbers decide political fates, the data and 

information collected by Census form sensitive 

items. Politics around collection, processing and 

revealing of the data has been a part and parcel 

of the entire Census exercise. Census creates and 
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defines various demographic categories. It 

produces the information and knowledge of 

existing population. But historically, it has been 

found that the creation of categories and 

production of knowledge have been shaped by 

the interests of the State. In the case of Adivasis, 

there has been a protracted conscious design on 

the part of the Indian State to gradually obliterate 

their separate historical identity and integrate 

them with the mainstream Indian population. 

And Census comes handy to this design.  Mehar 

Singh Gill (2007), in a study, informs that the 

ruling class uses three methods to increase or 

decrease socio-economic visibility of a 

community through census counts –  

One, selecting enumeration categories in such 

a manner that only those attributes of people/ 

population find mention which suit the 

reigning political class. Two, providing more 

of data and more space for discussion on 

various socio-economic and demographic 

attributes of the “mainstream” political 

group(s)… Three, carving out census and 

administrative areas in such a manner that 

concentrations of certain people get variously 

bifurcated. In India, all the three methods 

could be found at work regarding the 

collection of population data.   

The Indian ruling class has used these and 

similar means to decrease the visibility of 

Adivasis in the Census – the replacement of 

“animism” by “other” and the  possibility of the 

dropping of even the “other” category in the 

2021 census (the Adivasi activists have made 

claims regarding this possibility) are meant to 

achieve a gradual invisbilisation of the Adivasis. 

That these means are actually working gets 

demonstrated by the gradual decrease in the 

percentage of the Adivasis through succeeding 

censuses. In the last eight decades Adivasi 

population has decreased from 38.03% to 

26.02% in the year 2011. The decadal growth 

rate among the Adivasis has also become lesser 

when compared to that of the non Adivasis. 

While in 1931-41 the former grew by 13.76% 

and the latter by 11.13%, in the decade 1991-

2001, the rate for the former was 17.19% and for 

the latter was 25.65%. Several factors may have 

led to this fall, but the effective role of census 

enumeration can also not be denied. The demand 

for Sarna Dharm Code needs to be seen against 

this background.  Existence as a separate 

category of Adivasis and hence the rightful 

claims to constitutional safeguards, rests on the 

strength of census counts. Religion, which 

remains one of the most defining criteria to 

segregate Adivasis from the non-Adivasis, has 

thus become the moot point.  

ADIVASI RELIGIOUS IDENTITY AND POLITICS OF 

THE SANGH 

In the colonial exercise of defining and 

redefining the diverse Indian population into 

neat categories, Adivasis emerged as the worst 

sufferers. The defining features of their identity 

were left ambivalent, and this has remained so 

since then. This best serves the interests of the 

Hindu right wing politics – the “grand” 

Hinduism that encapsulates several 

contradictory elements into one whole, finds no 

difficulty in labelling Adivasi religious practices 

as Hindu. And this poses grave dangers for 

Adivasi identity.  

Adivasis, as we know, have historically been 

exposed to both Hindu and Christian influences. 

We are also aware of the fact that there are both 

Hindu and Christian Adivasis, apart from those 

who profess their traditional religions. Yet, there 

are a couple of crucial differences between 

Hinduism and Christianity when it comes to 

their interaction with tribals. Firstly, while 

conversion to Christianity is a formal, one-time 

step, hinduisation of tribals occurs is a long 

protracted process. It is this gradualness of the 

latter conversion that hides the proselytizing 

character of Hinduism as a religion. Hence, in 

the context of hinduisation, unlike Christianity, 

the common term used is not ‘conversion’, but 

‘assimilation’, ‘absorption’ and 

‘sanskritisation’. Also, conversion to Hinduism 

does not involve any intermediary or outside 

agency and therefore, overall, the transition is 
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seen as natural. Ideas like “danger to religion/ 

culture”, “ill-motives of proselytizing agency” 

or “allurement” etc., that are generally 

associated with conversions to Christianity, 

therefore, appear as irrational in the context of 

the “naturalness” of conversion to Hinduism. 

And that portrays the latter as harmless. 

Secondly, while conversion to Christianity 

confines the changes to worship practices and 

lifestyle, with the converting Adivasi remaining 

well within the structure of his/her kinship based 

community, conversion to Hinduism holds the 

potential of gradual entry into the caste-based 

Hindu social structure. And history offers 

several instances of tribal communities 

transforming into one of the many Hindu castes. 

This actually means leaving the tribal fold and 

shunning the Adivasi identity. It is significant to 

note here, that in the vocabulary of Hindu Right, 

this is seen as ‘ghar wapasi’ – a reconversion or 

re-entry for those who had left the fold of 

Hinduism. The shuddhi movement was based on 

this proclamation. This makes all Adivasis 

“naturally” Hindus. And herein lies the gravity 

of the danger that Hindu right wing forces pose 

to tribal existence. One should locate the agenda 

of Hindutva forces vis-à-vis Adivasis in the 

above context. Hindutva’s conscious efforts 

remain unseen, labeled as “natural” and at the 

same time, the conversion ultimately leads to 

inflation of Hindu vote bank.             

It would be pertinent to mention that despite the 

so-called ‘naturalness’ of the process, there have 

always been active agents working towards the 

Hinduisation of tribals. In the ancient and 

medieval past the Brahmin priests served this 

role, in modern times various Hindu 

organizations (for example the Arya Samaj and 

several local Hindu reformists and missions) 

have played immensely significant role towards 

this end. These efforts and initiatives, however, 

were scattered and unorganized. Lately, with the 

strengthening of Hindutva forces, such efforts 

have been systematized and brought under the 

umbrella of the Sangh Parivar through initiatives 

like Vanvasi Kalyan Ashrams, Ekal Vidyalayas 

and several others. This organized, disciplined 

and meticulously planned enterprise of the 

Sangh has matured into a formidable force and 

lately the impact has become acutely visible. 

And interestingly a good many Adivasis have 

become sincere volunteers of the Sangh Parivar 

in this agenda.  

This agenda is steeped in conservatism. It 

refuses to recognize the logic of history and puts 

forth arguments that are ridiculously untenable; 

but over the edifice of this irrationality is built 

their reactionary politics. Adivasi identity is 

conceived only within the “grand” discourse of 

Hinduism and any act that defies this logic is 

absurdly linked with dangers to Indian culture 

and unity. The greatest enemies that have been 

invented by this reactionarism are Christianity 

and its proselytizing activities. The torching of 

Australian Christian missionary Graham Staines 

along with his two sons in Orissa in 2003 by 

Bajrang Dal and the Religious Freedom Act of 

2017 by BJP led government in Jharkhand that 

led to the harassment and arrest of several 

Christian missionaries, are but few highlights of 

this reactionary politics. 

Here it must be noted that the above conservative 

discourse vis-à-vis Adivasis is not a preserve of 

Sangh Parivar. It is only in the last few decades 

that they have come to own this politics. The 

Indian State, right since independence, and the 

Congress leaders in the pre-independent times, 

are known to have adopted a paternalistic 

attitude towards Adivasis and the dominant 

narrative had been that of assimilating the 

Adivasis within the mainstream (Hindu) 

population. The entire politics of census or 

terminology, discussed above, that denied an 

independent space to Adivasi existence 

happened when Congress was at the helm of 

affairs. The Sangh politics is merely unabashed 

and uncompromising.         

It is this unabashed stance that openly declares 

Adivasis as nothing but Hindus. Every now and 

then, the RSS and BJP leaders have resorted to 

such statements. One may refer to some of their 
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statements to make sense of the audacity and 

absurdity of their logic. In 2018, RSS Chief 

Mohan Bhagwat spoke at a rally in Chhattisgarh: 

When we say Adivasi, then that is our core 

identity. We are their children…Even though 

we see different pictures, our forefathers were 

the same… from forty thousand years ago. 

From Afghanistan to Burma, and from the 

slopes of Tibet in China to Sri Lanka in south, 

the DNA of the people say their forefathers are 

the same… This is something that connects us. 

In May 2019, an RSS functionary at Dumka in 

Jharkhand had the following to teach the 

villagers in an awareness campaign: 

Can you desert your mother who has given you 

birth after nine months of suffering? Then why 

do you convert to Christianity by leaving your 

Hindu mother? We are Hindus, let us keep this 

identity intact.  

Adivasis are being constantly fed with similar 

ideas by the grassroot level Sangh organizations. 

Built on this ideological footing, one comes 

across several instances of ‘ghar wapasi’ or 

‘reconversion’. In January 2019, 96 Christians 

from Adivasi families of Tripura were converted 

to Hinduism by the Hindu Jagran Manch and 

Vishwa Hindu Parishad. In 2015, more than 100 

tribal Christians were converted to Hinduism at 

Rampurhat in West Bengal. Similarly, in 2014, 

the VHP conducted a ‘ghar vapasi’ campaign in 

south Gujarat converting 100 Christian tribals. 

Similar “homecoming” ceremonies were 

reported in good numbers from Uttar Pradesh. 

These conversions are preceded by vigorous, 

long-term exercise to bring the tribals 

ideologically closer to Hindu practices. 

Similitudes between Adivasi religions and 

Hinduism are established, Adivasi deities are 

portrayed in Hindu forms and Sanskritized 

Hindu religious ceremonies are organized during 

Adivasi festivals. Apart from these, the schools 

run by these outfits like the Ekal Vidyalayas, 

consistently manipulate the young tribal minds.  

Lately, the Adivasis have been able to recognize 

the real intent behind these efforts and a section 

among them has become strongly vocal. One 

finds several such mobilizations among Adivasis 

in last few years. In 2017 at Raigarh, 

Maharashtra, Adivasi communities in nearly ten 

panchayats resolved not to celebrate the festival 

of Durga Puja and the burning of Ravana’s 

effigy and the Adivasis Mulnivasi organization 

registered the first ever FIR against the 

celebration of Durga Puja which was seen as an 

insult on Mahishasura. Such instances are a 

reminder of the growing self consciousness 

among the Adivasis. These acts represent ways 

to tell the non-tribals that there are other ways to 

conceptualise the mainstream gods and 

goddesses and that the past has no monolithic 

version. 

A more self conscious assertion, underlining and 

attacking the subtle hinduisation efforts, was 

seen in 2006. About fifty thousand tribal people 

and their leaders from four states, Chhatisgarh, 

Jharkhand, Orissa and West Bengal met for a 

four day convention in Latehar district of 

Jharkhand. Concluding on 8 May 2006, this 

meeting served as the Bisu Sendra, the highest 

council for tribal people. This convention was a 

declaration against the growing ‘hinduization’ 

trend among the tribals. It was decided to ban 

Hindu priests from conducting tribal marriages 

and religious ceremonies. It also banned tribal 

people going to Hindu temples and indulging in 

idol worship. The meeting highlighted the recent 

emergence of a deity called ‘Sarna Mata’ (Sarna 

mother). The convenor of the Bisu Sendra, 

Beokumar Dhan, informed that recently some 

people have distributed pictures and statues of a 

Sarna ‘goddess’ in villages calling it Sarna mata 

and many tribals have started keeping these 

pictures in their houses and worshipping them. 

Further, some people have also distributed audio 

cassettes containing songs of Sarna mata. The 

convention asked the tribal priests to punish 

people who play such songs and also nullify all 

such marriages that were conducted by Hindu 

priests.  

This reassertion has now become louder and 

clearer with the question of Sarna Dharm Code. 
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The bold declaration that “Adivasis are not 

Hindus” is fast gathering adherents and it saw its 

culmination in the passing of the Sarna Code Bill 

Resolution by the Jharkhand Assembly. The 

demand for inclusion of Adivasi religions as a 

separate code in census, however, is not a recent 

one. Among the Santal tribes of Jharkhand, there 

was a group in the 1950s that consciously kept 

asserting their adherence to Santal religion, the 

Sari dharma. This group, eager to bring back, 

preserve and protect its traditional customs and 

cultural heritage, was a self conscious group that 

tried to voice their Sari dharma religious status 

in the 1961 census. Late Ram Dayal Munda, one 

of the foremost Adivasi leaders, popularized 

‘Adi-Dharma’ as an umbrella term to denote the 

several Adivasi religions in India. These leaders 

have been exhorting their people to shun 

hinduised ways and reject every hinduising 

approach. They have also, thus, helped the 

Adivasis feel a sense of deep connection with 

their identity and belief system, a pride in their 

religion and way of life. 

In the last couple of years the demand for a 

separate code has gained momentum as the days 

of next census come nearer and as the Sangh 

Parivar has become more vociferous in its efforts 

of getting the Adivasis listed as Hindus in the 

Census. Some recent happenings are worth 

mentioning. In January this year RSS Chief, 

Mohan Bhagwat met the Sangh volunteers in 

Bhopal where concerns were raised over 

“decreasing” Hindu population as tribals were 

not registering themselves as Hindus and it was 

categorically stated that Sangh volunteers must 

reach out to the tribals in villages and spread 

awareness in this regard. This stirred the tribals 

and non-BJP leaders of tribal dominated states, 

particularly Madhya Pradesh. MP Chief Minister 

Kamal Nath took a serious note of the matter and 

asked the senior officials to keep a watch on RSS 

activity in the 89 tribal blocks of Madhya 

Pradesh.  

RSS and its affiliates have never supported the 

demand for Sarna Code. But they categorically 

stated their stand only in the year 2015 when 

RSS sah sarkaryavah, Krishna Gopal had said 

that tribals are Hindus and all of them come 

under the Hindu Code. Yet, under mounting 

pressure from the Adivasis, Raghubar Das of 

BJP, the former Chief Minister of Jharkhand, 

had to promise Sarna Dharm Code just before 

the 2019 State election. This time, the Jharkhand 

Adivasis refused to believe BJP. The latter was 

routed in the Assembly elections, with 

Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) forming the 

government and within a year the JMM fulfilled 

its election promise of passing the Sarna Code 

Bill.  

SARNA CODE: THE CORPORATE CONNECTION    

The foregoing discussion that revolves around 

religion, politics and Adivasi identity is, but, a 

mere façade of the real story and actual motives. 

The issue of Sarna Dharm Code has deep 

linkages with corporate designs and the 

following account seeks to unravel this 

connection. To better appreciate these links one 

may briefly survey the past few years when BJP 

led Jharkhand government, hands-in-glove with 

the capitalists, was designing plans to grab 

Adivasi lands.  

A major portion of the land area of Jharkhand 

has been categorized as Scheduled Areas under 

the Fifth Schedule of the Constitution. As per the 

2007 notification, 13 districts, 3 blocks in two 

districts and 2 Panchayats in one district have 

been designated as Scheduled Areas in the State. 

The Fifth Schedule, in unambiguous terms, 

offers directive to prohibit or restrict the transfer 

of land by or among the members of the 

Scheduled Tribes in such area. To ensure the 

effective implementation of this directive, the 

Scheduled Areas in Jharkhand are governed by 

the Chhotanagpur Tenancy Act, 1908 (CNT Act) 

and the Santal Pargana Tenancy Act, 1949 (SPT 

Act). While the CNT Act applies to North 

Chhotagpur, South Chhotanagpur and Palamau 

divisions, the SPT Act is operational in the 

Santal Pargana division of Jharkhand. The SPT 

Act, except for a few cases, forbids all kinds of 

land transfers of the Adivasis. The CNT Act, 
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comparatively a less stringent one, restricts the 

sale of Adivasi and Dalit lands and allows 

transfer of land between Adivasis residing 

within the same police station and Dalits within 

the same district. 

In May 2016 the BJP led Jharkhand government 

issued ordinances introducing some major 

changes in CNT and SPT Acts and in November 

2016 the Jharkhand Assembly cleared the Bills 

incorporating the amendments. These 

amendments diluted the Acts and made way for 

easier alienation of lands from the tribals, 

facilitating corporate loot. The Chief Minister 

had been wooing and appeasing the capitalists 

through several road shows in major cities of 

India and had launched the Momentum 

Jharkhand in 2015 where he announced that 

“land acquisition has never been a challenge for 

us as we have a land bank of 1,75, 000 acres 

which is readily available for different industries 

to set up their business in our state.” Thus, these 

amendments were means of assuring the 

corporate bigwigs that the legal hurdles guarding 

against the land use of Adivasis have all been 

done away with.  

One may move a few years earlier to better 

understand the depth of the nexus between 

Indian State and capitalists. These amendments 

at the state level were actually meant to fit into 

the grand design of the BJP led Centre of 

propitiating the corporate world. The Modi led 

government, within a year of assuming office, 

had initiated plans to amend the Land 

Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement 

Act (LARR), 2013. An ordinance proposing 

wide ranging changes in the Act, that could ease 

the process of land acquisition for the corporate 

houses by waiving vital provisions of consent 

and rehabilitation, was issued. Amidst stiff 

opposition from all quarters, the ordinance could 

not make much headway and had to lapse in 

August 2015. This setback at the Centre could be 

rectified only through similar machinations at 

the level of state legislation. The amendments to 

CNT and SPT Acts, for real, did this 

rectification; they made amends for Modi’s 

failure at amending LARR Act. The cruel nexus 

between the state and the capitalists had never 

become so evident and the Adivasis of 

Jharkhand were never made so vulnerable to 

capitalist exploitation.  

The amendments to the CNT and SPT Acts, to 

BJP’s utter dismay, never saw the light of the 

day. Under the pressure of stiff opposition from 

the Jharkhand people, the amendment Bill failed 

to receive the Governor’s assent. To add to BJP’s 

wrath, this opposition was a united front of the 

Sarna and Christian tribal groups. The Church 

had played a significant role in bringing together 

the tribals. This unity was a severe blow to the 

consistent efforts of BJP of keeping the tribals 

divided along religious lines. Continually 

demonising the Christian missionaries has 

always been one such endeavour on Sangh’s 

part. With the scuttling of the amendments, these 

endeavours stood defeated. To remedy this 

defeat, the BJP government came up with the 

infamous anti-conversion law, the Religious 

Freedom Act of 2017 that makes any “fraudulent 

or forcible” conversion of any individual a non-

bailable offence. Evidently, this Act was meant 

to harass Christian missionaries and curb their 

activities. It also served as an important ploy to 

re-invigorate the initiative of driving a wedge 

between the Adivasis and Christians.  

With the question of Sarna Code occupying the 

centre stage now, BJP, once again, seems to be 

in deep water. While, to its utter dislike and stiff 

opposition, the resolution for Sarna Dharm Code 

got comfortably passed in the Assembly, 

interestingly, the Christian missionaries offered 

their whole hearted support to the resolution. In 

fact, a couple of months earlier in September, the 

Catholic Bishops of Jharkhand under the banner 

of Ranchi Catholic Archdiocese sent a letter 

demanding the Chief Minister to pass the Sarna 

Bill. As of now, the Sangh and its associate BJP 

stands overwhelmingly routed in Jharkhand. 

Their age-old tactics of fanning identity-based 

divisions, with the actual intent of deflecting 

attention from real, material issues of livelihood 
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which, in the end, serves capitalist interests, 

remains utterly exposed.        

CONCLUSION 

As the foregoing account demonstrates, Sarna 

Dharm Code provides the only way out to the 

Adivasis to tide over the age-old politics of 

denial and dispossession. Historically, the Indian 

State has made slow and subtle attempts to 

obliterate their historical identity and needs. And 

the Sangh politics has sought to continue the 

agenda more vigorously and brazenly. The 

politics continues in the name of grand ideas like 

cultural unity, common past and nationalism. 

But its real intent lies in denying the rights and 

privileges that have been historically earned 

through a prolonged struggle against colonial 

and Indian State. This denial, ultimately serves 

the interests of capitalism that has been eyeing 

on the land and resources of Scheduled Areas. 

An obliteration of their special existence as 

Adivasi community – through a decrease in their 

officially recorded population on the one hand, 

and their gradual entry into Hindu caste structure 

on the other – makes the constitutional and legal 

safeguards against land alienation, superfluous. 

And this smoothens the passage of capitalist loot 

of Adivasi regions. One must not forget, 

however, that these covert methods are, but, one 

of the many means of achieving the purpose. The 

capitalists and the State have also been using, 

wherever needed, violent and illegal methods to 

grab Adivasi lands and this is done in the name 

of national security and curbing naxalism. The 

arrests under UAPA (Unlawful Activities 

Prevention Act), everyday murders and state 

encounters of Adivasis in Jharkhand, 

Chhatisgarh, West Bengal and other tribal 

regions, fall under the latter category.     

Amidst the capitalist onslaught and state’s 

callousness, Sarna Dharm Code offers a 

powerful tool of reassertion. While the 

significance of the demand cannot be 

understated, one must recognize that even if 

conceded, it would just be another legal 

safeguard. It is needless to mention that there has 

been a long history of dilution of laws in favour 

of ruling classes. Hence, the need of the hour is 

to bring the real material issues of dispossession 

and discrimination to the fore and wage a 

consistent struggle against the present set-up. 

This, it must be stated, can only be possible if the 

Adivasis form a broader alliance with other 

marginalized sections and, instead of seeking 

reforms within the present system, aim at 

dismantling the real enemy – the machinery of 

capitalism.    

Capitalism is a system that is built with the sole 

aim of furtherance of capital and profit. Reckless 

exploitation of natural resources is, hence, a 

necessary function of its survival. A State is 

nothing but an apparatus that serves the 

economically dominant class; in capitalism this 

class is the bourgeoisie. Hence, even if the State 

meets some of the immediate demands of the 

Adivasis, its function as an instrument of 

maintaining the machinery of capitalist 

exploitation would not change. New means and 

excuses would be devised to not only maintain, 

but to accelerate the exploitation, and no one 

knows this better than the Adivasis who have 

suffered a long history of betrayal. So, the 

Adivasis who have now been reduced to the 

proletarian class must first comprehend the 

material basis of their present living conditions. 

They must understand that the answer lies in the 

creation of a world which has no class divisions, 

which functions, not for profit, but in the interest 

of the proletariat, where the need of a State is 

progressively made redundant and which 

promises actual fulfillment of democratic rights. 

This world is actually the mirror image of the 

erstwhile egalitarian and communistic Adivasi 

society. And this world, in Marxist terminology, 

is Socialism. The Adivasis, thus, must join hands 

with their counterparts, the proletariat among 

other communities, and become a part of the 

revolutionary movement for the establishment of 

Socialism.  
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Dr B R Ambedkar submitted States and 

Minorities, previously published in 1945 as a 

standalone book, to the Sub-Committee on 

Fundamental Rights of the Constituent 

Assembly of India in 1947. The Sub-Committee, 

of which B R Ambedkar was a member, was 

tasked by the Assembly to draw up a list of 

Fundamental Rights for the Constitution of 

India. Ambedkar wrote States and Minorities on 

request and behalf of the Scheduled Caste 

Federation - an organisation that he himself had 

founded in the early 1940s.  

 

While the brief to B R Ambedkar by the 

Federation was to put forth safeguards for the 

Scheduled Castes, he went beyond this. States 

and Minorities looked like a mini-constitution 

complete with a Preamble and also 

contained draft articles on ‘Fundamental rights 

of Citizens’ and ‘Admission of States into the 

Union’. The Preamble said that the to be 

constituted United States of India will ‘remove 

social, political and economic inequality by 

providing better opportunities to the submerged 

classes’ and ‘make it possible for every subject 

to enjoy freedom from want’. The document 

contained a comprehensive constitutional 

architecture for the protection and empowerment 

of Scheduled Castes.  The most striking section 

of the document was ‘Remedies against Invasion 

of Fundamental Rights’ which many consider to 

be the ‘the strongest articulation of social and 

economic rights’. It is also said that Ambedkar 

advocated for ‘State Socialism’ and ‘Economic 

Democracy’. We will here only examine 

Ambedkar’s economic ideas, leaving rest for 

some other occasion. These ideas are contained 

mainly in Article II, Section II, Clause 4 and the 

provision for Higher Education in Part II, Clause 

1. We quote both verbatim in full here while 

analysing them.  

“Clause 4 Protection against Economic 

Exploitation 

The United States of India shall declare as a part 

of the law of its constitution — 

(1) That industries which are key industries or 

which may be declared to be key industries shall 

be owned and run by the State;  

(2) That industries which are not key industries 

but which are basic industries shall be owned by 

the State and shall be run by the State or by 

Corporations established by the State;  

BOOK REVIEW 

‘STATES & MINORITIES’ 
A CRITIQUE OF AMBEDKAR’S ECONOMIC IDEAS 
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(3) That Insurance shall be a monopoly of the 

State and that the State shall compel every adult 

citizen to take out a life insurance policy 

commensurate with his wages as may be 

prescribed by the Legislature;  

(4) That agriculture shall be State Industry;” 

On examination of the above provisions we find 

that the first 3 sub-clauses, though not included 

in the actual constitution were implemented in 

toto by the Nehru led Congress government of 

the Indian capitalist class, of which Ambedkar 

was also a member for few years, in the very first 

decade after the constitution was adopted, as 

Ambedkar wanted per sub-clause 10 quoted 

later. 3 tier structure of industry was 

implemented gradually in which key industries 

like telecommunications, railways, post, space, 

ports, airports, etc were directly owned and 

operated by governments.  Then came the 

important basic or primary industries which 

were owned by Central or State government 

owned public sector corporations. These 

included Mining, Metals, Steel, Heavy Industrial 

and Agricultural Machinery, Aircrafts and 

Airlines, Roadways, Shipping, Waterways, 

Basic Drugs, Vaccines, etc. Besides Insurance, 

both Life and General, as stipulated by 

Ambedkar, major banks like Imperial Bank, 

banks of princely states and some others were 

also put directly in ownership of the government. 

Some more banks were later nationalised in 2 

tranches in 1969 and 1980. Hence, as far as 

ownership and operational control is concerned 

the government policy in Independent India in 

initial decades was exactly as Ambedkar wanted 

except few notable exceptions, e.g., 

TISCO/TELCO (now known as Tata Steel & 

Tata Motors), which continued to be owned by 

Tatas. However, government did not force every 

employee to mandatorily take an insurance 

policy, but it has encouraged them to do so 

through tax concession based incentives. 

Ambedkar also wanted Agriculture to be made a 

State Industry per clause 4 but this did not 

become government policy. However, before we 

examine Ambedkar’s ideas on Agriculture along 

with sub-clause 9, let us first see sub-clauses 5 to 

8 on the question of procedure of Transfer of 

ownership to state. 

“(5) That State shall acquire the subsisting 

rights in such industries, insurance and 

agricultural land held by private individuals, 

whether us owners, tenants or mortgagees and 

pay them compensation in the form of debenture 

equal to the value of his or her right in the land. 

Provided that in reckoning the value of land, 

plant or security no account shall be taken of any 

rise therein due to emergency, of any potential 

or unearned value or any value for compulsory 

acquisition;  

(6) The State shall determine how and when the 

debenture holder shall be entitled to claim cash 

payment;   

(7) The debenture shall be transferable and 

inheritable property but neither the debenture 

holder nor the transferee from the original 

holder nor his heir shall be entitled to claim the 

return of the land or interest in any industrial 

concern acquired by the State or be entitled to 

deal with it in any way;  

(8) The debenture-holder shall be entitled to 

interest on his debenture at such rate as may be 

defined by law, to be paid by the State in cash or 

in kind as the State may deem fit;” 

We find that what Ambedkar prescribes here is 

not exactly what ‘nationalisation’ is understood 

to be in general economic parlance. 

Nationalisation as used in India mostly implies 

the transfer of property to state without paying 

any value compensation to the erstwhile private 

owner, individual or corporate. That is how it 

was done in insurance and bank nationalisation. 

However, Ambedkar prescribes that government 

should value the said properties and issue 

debentures or bonds of that value in the name of 

erstwhile owners which will be inheritable by 

their heirs or transferable (saleable) to others. 

When these bonds will be paid for in cash will 

be decided by the government. Till then interest 

on the amount will be paid to holders on the rate 

decided by government. Hence, this is not 
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nationalisation per se but compulsory purchase 

of property by the government and the private 

owners were not deprived of their private 

property. Rather it Would help monetise their 

existing properties and furnish them financial 

capital which they could very well invest in 

secondary or consumer goods industries which 

were to be in private capitalist ownership per the 

scheme devised by Ambedkar.      

 “(9) Agricultural industry shall be organised on 

the following basis: 

  (i) The State shall divide the land acquired into 

farms of standard size and let out the farms for 

cultivation to residents of the village as tenants 

(made up of group of families) to cultivate on the 

following conditions:  

  (a) The farm shall be cultivated as a collective 

farm  

  (b) The farm shall be cultivated in accordance 

with rules and directions issued by 

Government;   

  (c) The tenants shall share among themselves 

in the manner prescribed the produce of the farm 

left after the payment of charges properly 

leviable on the farm;  

  (ii) The land shall be let out to villagers without 

distinction of caste or creed and in such manner 

that there will be no landlord, no tenant and no 

landless labourer;  

  (iii) It shall be the obligation of the State to 

finance the cultivation of the collective farms by 

the supply of water, draught animals, 

implements, manure, seeds, etc.;  

  (iv) The State shall be entitled to— 

  (a) To levy the following charges on the 

produce of the farm: (i) a portion for land 

revenue; (ii) a portion to pay the debenture-

holders; and (iii) a portion to pay for the use of 

capital goods supplied; and  

  (b) To prescribe penalties against tenants who 

break the conditions of tenancy or wilfully 

neglect to make the best use of the means of 

cultivation offered by the State or otherwise act 

prejudicially to the scheme of collective 

farming;”  

Ambedkar’s scheme, if implemented, would 

have destroyed the small scale and fragmented 

Indian agriculture and consolidated it into larger 

collective farming by group of farmers on 

sizable plots of land leased to them to by state 

after these were compulsorily purchased from 

earlier landowners. This had the potential of 

increasing productivity as well as transforming 

social relations and stratification in Indian 

villages dominated till then by caste based 

ownership and division of labour. However, this 

cannot be seen as completely egalitarian as the 

existing landowners were only deprived of 

operational control and not ownership rights. 

They would continue to receive an extra share of 

income based on the amount of land they owned 

earlier. Only after this share was paid to them 

and revenue and repayment of capital 

expenditure to government, the remaining 

surplus was proposed to be distributed among 

the cultivators as directed by government. 

Hence, earlier landowners would have continued 

to receive higher share of income as their private 

property right. 

  “(10) The scheme shall be brought into 

operation as early as possible but in no case 

shall the period extend beyond the tenth year 

from the date of the Constitution coming into 

operation.”  

 “Part II Provisions for Higher Education 

That the United States of India shall undertake 

the following special responsibilities for the 

betterment of the Scheduled Castes: 

(1) Governments — Union and State — shall be 

required to assume financial responsibility for 

the Scheduled Castes and shall be required to 

make adequate provisions in their budgets. Such 

Provisions shall form the first charge on the 

Education Budget of the Union and State 

Government.  

(2) The responsibility for finding money for 

secondary and college education of the 
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Scheduled Castes in India shall be upon the State 

Governments and the different States shall make 

a provision in their annual budgets for the said 

purpose in proportion to the population of the 

Scheduled Castes to the total budget of the States 

(3) The responsibility for finding money for 

foreign education of the Scheduled Castes shall 

be the responsibility of the Union Government 

and the Union Government shall make a 

provision of rupees 10 lakhs per year in its 

annual budget in that behalf.  

(4) These special grants shall be without 

prejudice to the right of the Scheduled Castes to 

share in the expenditure incurred by the State 

Government for the advancement of primary 

education for the people of the State.” 

Regarding provisions for higher education, it is 

to be remarked that this document nowhere 

requires state to provide universal compulsory 

education to all, a democratic demand of Indian 

people during national struggle right from the 

time of Jotiba Phule. This only provides for a 

specific budget for higher education of 

Scheduled Caste Students, in India and abroad, 

which would be mandatorily spent for this 

purpose and share of expenditure on primary 

education as proposed in government budgets. 

Hence, it should be understood that it would not 

provide for compulsory universal education as 

state responsibility, only a specific amount of 

budget with assured share for Scheduled Castes 

which cannot mean equal education for all 

without discrimination.  

IS IT SOCIALISM? 

If we see strictly and only in simple economic 

terms socialism means abolishing private 

property in means of production, bringing social 

ownership, production organised not for profit of 

private owners but for meeting social needs, 

requirement for all to work per ability and 

distribution of product per the work performed 

after providing for universal social services like 

child, elder, infirm and lactating mothers care, 

health, education, housing, etc. On the above 

criteria, we can immediately see that what 

Ambedkar prescribes is not Socialism of any 

variety. Then what it is and why it was 

proposed? 

Ambedkar’s primary intention was to remove all 

types of social, political and economic 

discrimination against Scheduled Castes. He saw 

hereditary division of labour and labourers 

perpetuated in small scale production as a 

fundamental basis of this discrimination. Hence, 

he favoured socialisation of production on large 

scale under state directive and control. However, 

it is clear, that he did not at all want to abolish 

private property rights of erstwhile owners. Then 

what was the reason for proposing state control 

of part of the economy? For that we need to refer 

to some history. 

In 1937 Subhash Chandra Bose became 

Congress President. By that time negotiations 

for transfer of power to Indians under a new 

constitution were already on since the two 

Round Table Conferences in London in 1930 

and 1931, Dr Ambedkar being a participant in 

both. In this background Bose formed a National 

Planning Committee under chairmanship of 

Nehru to formulate an economic policy to be 

adopted by a future national government. Many 

representations were made to this committee and 

a debate ensued on future economic policies. 

One remarkable document in this debate was 

from a group of leading industrialists and 

technocrats - JRD Tata, GD Birla, Kasturbhai 

Lalbhai, Seth Purushottam Das Thakurdas, Lala 

Sriram, AD Shroff and John Mathai - popularly 

known as Bombay Plan or Tata-Birla Plan. It 

proposed a 15 year economic plan for India. The 

purpose of the Bombay Plan, as the signatories 

discussed among themselves, is recorded in the 

minutes of the Plan’s secretariat meetings. The 

government (they meant the future government 

of free India) might take populist economic 

measures in a hurry after the war. Such measures 

were all the more likely if the government faced 

organised political demands for redistribution of 

income and wealth. These measures would harm 
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the prospects of India’s economic development 

in the long run. However, this possibility could 

be avoided by proceeding in an orderly and more 

caring path of development before such a 

contingency arose. The plan was proposed to 

initiate the process and make both the 

government and the public aware of the long run 

issues of development and income distribution. 

The plan’s strategy and methods foreshadowed 

the official Five Year Plans of independent India 

launched just a few years later. A key principle 

of the Bombay Plan was that the economy could 

not grow without government intervention and 

regulation. Accordingly, government was called 

upon to mobilise capital and invest in primary 

heavy or capital intensive industries and private 

sector, with its limited capital resources, was to 

focus on secondary or consumer goods 

industries. This would enable the private 

capitalists to accumulate capital over a period of 

time as government owned enterprises would be 

able to work on lower rate of profit allowing 

private sector to earn relatively higher rate of 

profit. This is also, in essence, the industrial plan 

proposed by Dr Ambedkar in this document and 

also followed by the Nehru Government in 

independent India. Hence, we can say that it was 

the plan favoured by Indian capitalist class as 

such. 

However, the agriculture part of the plan 

proposed by Dr Ambedkar did not find favour 

with the ruling class owing to several reasons. 

One, resources for industrialisation were to be 

mobilised by transfer of resources from 

agriculture to industry, thereby ruling out quick 

modernisation of agriculture. Second, 

modernisation of agriculture would immediately 

have shown that huge number of work force 

engaged in agriculture was surplus, for which 

Indian capitalist class was in no position to 

provide employment. Third, Indian capitalist 

class, having grown in the period of worldwide 

crisis ridden capitalism, was a weak, diseased 

and compromising one with no will and vitality 

for deep transformation of society and its 

democratisation by militant fight against caste, 

religion, patriarchy and other obscurantist ideas. 

It compromised with all sorts of reactionary 

forces as it was afraid of a working class 

revolution if wide ranging social transformation 

was attempted. It, therefore, went ahead with 

state push for industrialisation but did not accept 

the proposal of quick and forced modernisation 

of agriculture. 

We can conclude that Dr Ambedkar’s plan 

proposed in ‘States and Minorities’ was not a 

socialist plan. He wanted a modern, large scale 

production based economy on the basis of 

private property ownership, i.e., capitalism, 

which he believed was a more peaceful way of 

creating a discrimination free democratic 

society, instead of the ‘violence’, as he feared, in 

the dictatorship of proletariat in bringing about 

Scientific Socialism of Marxist ideology.  

DIGITAL NEWS MEDIA NOW TO BE 

REGULATED DIRECTLY BY THE I&B 

MINISTRY 

The online news portals along with OTT 
Platforms (like Netflix, Hotstar etc.) has been 
brought under the jurisdiction of the Information 
& Broadcasting Ministry, after the Modi 
Government issued a Notification dated 9 Nov 
2020. 

The content of these portals, earlier coming 
under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of 
Electronics & IT, can now be regulated and 
censored directly by the Central Govt through the 
I&B Ministry now. Although, user generated 
content (like Facebook posts and YouTube 
videos) is not covered in this. 
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Com. Chandra Pulla Reddy, affectionately 

called comrade CP, was the creator, organiser, 

leader and inspirer of the prestigious Godavari 

Valley Resistance Movement of the erstwhile 

united Andhra Pradesh State. Many don't know 

that the other name of Godavari Valley was/is 

Chandra Pulla Reddy. There are numerous folk 

songs dedicated to him and his heroic courage 

shown in the Godavari Valley Struggles. The 

comrades of his time have written that ''The other 

name for Godavari Valley movement is Com. 

Chandra Pulla Reddy. It might be the name of an 

individual at one time, but today it symbolizes 

people's resistance struggles." 

Once the most scenic place in Andhra, Godavari 

Valley, later after 1968 and onward, became 

famous for the Armed People's Resistance 

Struggle organised and led by Comrade CP 

Reddy. This was in the tradition of and in 

continuation of Naxalbari peasant uprising. 

Naxalbari was previously a remote and unknown 

place in Darjeeling District of West Bengal till 

1967 when it became well-known as the place 

where the famous Spring Thunder occurred and 

since then it became a symbol of unrelenting 

revolutionary struggle against the capitalist-

landlord state. Later on, Srikakulam, that lies in 

the North Coastal region and was a backward 

region, then constantly plagued by drought and 

poverty, also became known as one of the 

regions of the most heroic people's armed 

struggle after Naxalbari. Thus, Naxalbari, 

Srikakulam and Godavari Valley resonate the 

most in the history of revolutionary struggles of 

India after 60's that hailed Marxism-Leninism-

Mao Zedong Thought and proclaim that the Path 

of Indian Revolution is that of People’s War. 

They have been the most widely known centres 

of the most heroic revolutionary struggles. 

Comrade CP Reddy's name is permanently and 

indissolubly associated with these and in a 

particular sense, he was the tallest figure among 

his contemporaries.  

HE ALWAYS STOOD FOR GENUINE UNITY OF 

REVOLUTIONARIES  

He not only stood for the idea of Unity of 

Revolutionaries, but also fought for this 

throughout his life. Com CP believed that the 

lack and weakness of a revolutionary party is one 

of the main problems of the Indian Revolution. 

He rightly used to say that 'it is the subjective 

element i.e. the weakness of the revolutionary 

organizations that is delaying the Indian 

revolution.' This is true even now. He always 

believed that 'the revolutionary situation 

prevailing in the country is conducive for the 

onward march of Indian revolution but it is the 

disunity and splits in the ranks of revolutionaries 

which is delaying the revolution.'  

MEMOIR 

IN MEMORY OF DEPARTED COMRADE 

CHANDRA PULLA REDDY (1917 – 9 NOV 1984) 
Shekhar 
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He always stood for a genuine unity of 

revolutionaries. He always emphasized that the 

supreme need of Indian Revolution is the unity 

of revolutionary organizations and individuals 

with similar or near similar views on a 

Revolutionary Program and thereafter enhancing 

and boosting the morale and the struggle of the 

people. But it is true that the trend of disunity 

was the main trend which emerged first with the 

rise of Left and later Right Opportunism that 

reigned supreme after the time following the end 

of Emergency in particular. So, what we see is 

that though he wanted and strived for unity, yet 

he became not only unsuccessful but also fed up 

with people like Com Satya Narayan Singh who 

tried to split the party again in 1984 in the name 

of requesting for unity by which he meant 

reverting back to the age of co-ordination. There 

is a mischievous attempt on the part of many to 

conceal the fact that when CP came to know that 

Comrade SN Singh wanted to form a co-

ordination in the name of unity in 1984, he 

withdrew his attempts even to meet him once 

while a few CC comrades of his CC were always 

pressurising for this and had actually broken the 

unity of the party from within in this name. 

There is a dirty history to this. This was the third 

split in the party after Emergency and had 

naturally hurt him much.  

He suffered sudden and repeating heart attacks 

in the train while journeying alone to Calcutta 

where he was going to have a talk with his most 

trusted comrade-in-arms comrade Phani Bagchi 

to discuss the post-split situations. By the time 

he reached Calcutta, the third and a very serious 

attack came. First heart attack came while he was 

in the train. Because of his underground life and 

the danger of arrest, he couldn’t summon railway 

medical services for immediate arrangement of 

his treatment. Till he anyhow reached his 

destination in Calcutta, third attack had already 

come. The comrades of Calcutta rushed him to 

Hospital and was past half way before being 

operated while his whereabout was clandestinely 

flashed in the newspapers of Andhra by some 

traitors of the party after which he was forced to 

be transferred to some other hospital. It was 

impossible to get him operated while keeping his 

identity secret once his stay in Calcutta was 

made known to the State and as expected he 

couldn’t survive the delay in operation, too, and 

died in the meantime while hasty preparations 

were being undertaken to transfer him secretly to 

other hospital. Com CP thus died on November 

9, 1984. Later the CC decided to call him 

Martyred as he died because his treatment wasn't 

allowed by the state.  

It is heartfully interesting to remember a 

coincidence of his life. The state level top 

committee had decided to send CP to work in 

strategic areas of Godavari Valley in 1968 

November where he immediately went on 

November 9th. This is the same day, 16 years 

later, he died in 1984 due to severe heart attack 

as told earlier in this article. He died all suddenly 

without having completed a lot of urgent work 

he had taken up. Just before he breathed his last, 

he had spoken about it to comrades surrounding 

him.     

His close comrades used to cite this fact about 

him that all along in his 16 years of underground 

life, he always expressed his ardent desire that 

police must not be able or allowed to get hold of 

his dead body and his ashes. The comrades 

fulfilled his desire but with a high cost. To my 

mind, CP himself would have ordered the 

comrades surrounding him to get him transferred 

to another place even if it meant his certain 

death.  

His body was then taken to AP where he lived 

and worked. This all was done so secretly that 

AP police even could not smell it. Till he was 

cremated the news of his death wasn't 

announced. Thus, police couldn't catch hold of 

his body and ashes even after his death as was 

his last wish. This news was also carried by TOI 

on the editorial page, in which it was said that 

police was unable to catch hold of his body even 

after his death. When his death was announced 

and a repeat of his funeral was organised, there 

arose a sea of grieving, weeping and wailing 
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people, forming an everlasting queue to pay 

homage to their departed inspirer, leader, 

comrade and friend. 

HIS JOURNEY TO REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLES 

Com CP's journey to Revolution is exceptionally 

long and tumultuous. He was born in 1917 at 

Velugodu village which currently comes under 

Kurnool District in a middle level landlord 

family. He completed his secondary and high 

school in Kurnool. After this he went to pursue 

higher studies to Madras where he did his F.A. 

While in Madras, he had started participating in 

various students’ movements including Anti-

British movements. Later, when he joined 

Guindy engineering college in Madras, then in 

his very first year he fought and objected 

strongly against the principal's order to make a 

scheduled caste student sit in the last row. He 

mobilized a student movement against caste 

discrimination and led it to victory. But he had 

to pay a price for this. He was rusticated from the 

college by the principal. Later when CP’s father 

took him to the principal, he demanded an 

apology in lieu of re-admission, but young CP 

squarely refused to apologize, though his father 

continuously pleaded for it in front of the 

principal in his chamber. The principal, 

however, had to re-admit him, of course, without 

an apology, under the pressure of students’ 

movement.  

It was the period in early 40's when the anti-

British Colonial struggle was surging ahead in 

India, as also in AP and at the same time Soviet 

Red Army was making advances in the second 

world war by launching heavy counter-assault 

on the German Fascist Army. Com CP was 

active in this movement from the very 

beginning. He left his engineering studies in the 

middle and became an active organizer in this 

struggle. He was arrested and sent to Alipore jail 

by the British for 6 months. After his release, 

pressure was built by his family on him to re-join 

engineering college, but he refused to budge. By 

then, he was already shouldering responsibilities 

of people's movement and had become a part of 

the communist movement which was very young 

in AP given that communist party was formed in 

Andhra in just 1933. His role in the then ongoing 

communist movement can be assessed by the 

fact that in 1944 Com. CP was elected Kurnool 

district secretary of the CPI. 

Under his leadership, many mass struggles in 

Kurnool district were organised, launched and 

conducted successfully. People occupied 

thousands of acres of land under his leadership. 

Seeing his ability, he was elected to the State 

Committee in 1944. He also led mass 

organizations under his direct leadership.  

He was an active participant in the Great 

Telangana Armed Struggles that greatly inspired 

him. He had put a plan to extend the Telangana 

movement to other areas and as a part of the plan 

he worked in Nallamala Forests as per the 

decision and instruction of the party. He also 

worked in neighbouring Mehboob Nagar district 

to expand the Telangana movement as a part of 

the plan to staunchly oppose and defeat the line 

of withdrawal of the movement and succeeded 

in holding positions on the ground in spite of the 

incipient revisionist leadership trying everything 

to suppress him. He became so popular that the 

party asked him to fight state assembly elections 

from Nandyal, although he lost because of 

severe repression. The situation prevailing at 

that time is vividly expressed by the fact that he 

was arrested in 1949 for more than 3 years and 

released only when the announcement of 1952 

elections were made. This time, he successfully 

fought from Nandikotkur assembly 

constituency. It is a well acknowledged fact that 

he spoke for 6 hours at one stretch on a single 

day on the problems of Rayalaseema people in 

the Madras Assembly. It had surprised one and 

all. The entire assembly heard him with stunning 

silence. His speech was later brought out as a 

booklet. 

When Khrushchev's neo-revisionism raised its 

head, he fought against it along with the 

communists of the whole world. Against 

Khrushchev, nine Commentaries were released 
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by the CPC and he immediately supported this 

and fought for this in the party. As a result, he 

became very popular in the revolutionary 

sections of the party rank and file. However, this 

crisis led to a split in 1964. 

He staunchly opposed the revisionist theories of 

Khrushchev and his ilk. At the same time, he 

supported the revolutionary positions of the CPC 

and the Albanian Party. The debate also arose 

about how to characterize the 1947 transfer of 

power. He supported the position that the 1947 

independence was sham and not real. The debate 

was also very acute on the question of Telangana 

Armed Struggle. There was an intense debate on 

the issue of Indo-China war. In all these, he 

always took correct and revolutionary positions.    

It is a well-known fact that the CPI leadership of 

that time was divided and one of the leading 

factions at that time was one that supported the 

ruling classes, whether on the question of Indo-

China war or on the question of Telangana 

Struggle or on the question of Khrushchev’s 

revisionism. It had become a lackey of 

Khrushchevite revisionism. It opposed China 

blindly, while it had from the very beginning 

supported the line of withdrawal of Telangana 

Armed Struggle after Nehru’s army entered into 

the scene in September 1948 and supported 

national chauvinism on the question of Indo-

China war that took place in 1962. It had also 

opposed the protracted people’s war right from 

the very beginning. That very faction hailed 

India’s ruling class as a ruling class independent 

of imperialism or even called it anti-imperialism. 

Com CP along with his comrades staunchly and 

resolutely opposed all such policies. 

It is also well known that all those leaders who 

were opposed to India’s war against China were 

jailed by Nehru Government. Com CP was also 

jailed and from within the jail he wrote 

‘International Communist Movement and 

Developments’ which was hailed as an original 

work by many leaders including P. Sundaraiah 

who allegedly even requested CP to write the 

history of the Indian Communist Movement. 

With this and from here, Com CP proved that he 

was a prolific writer. He wrote articles, booklets, 

books according to the situations and needs of 

the movement. He also wrote ‘The Russia-China 

Debate’ while he was in CPM. This was quite 

helpful in clarifying the position of the CPC and 

the CPSU on almost all important ideological-

political issues. This book became very popular 

among cadres as it was of great help to them to 

understand the core issues involved in the 

debate.  

The CC led by comrade Phani Bagchi had 

published seven volumes of CP’s selected 

writings, but there are several other unpublished 

writings that are yet to be published. 

Com CP was the first to launch ideological-

political struggle against the revisionist 

leadership of China after the demise of Mao. As 

he was a staunch supporter of comrade Mao and 

his thought. He wrote a book called ‘Defend Mao 

and Mao Tse Tung’s Thought' in which CPC’s 

1981 resolution ‘On some problems of history’ 

was analysed and warning were issued in case 

China pursued revisionism. He gave a clear 

warning of things to come in future. Later he 

wrote few more articles on the revisionism in the 

Chinese Party. The ‘Creative Marxism of CPC’ 

is an important work as in this he explained how 

the CPC was following a revisionist policy in its 

internal as well as external affairs. CPC in those 

days had initiated a pro- ruling class line in 

relation to India. He exposed how it goes against 

the path Mao followed till his death in relation to 

China. It was CPC under Mao who had 

supported the Spring Thunder over India. Later, 

the fact that China became a capitalist-

imperialist country has proved the correctness of 

comrade CP as he had warned the revolutionary 

camp for the first time about in 1978 itself. Now 

almost all the progressive and revolutionary 

circles accept that China has turned not only 

capitalist but is also set to become an imperialist 

country as it is not only exporting finance capital 

but also competing with western imperialist 

powers, mainly US imperialism, to re-divide the 
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world to have a greater share of loot of resources, 

labour and market.  

CPI was split in 1964. After the split, CPI(M) 

was formed, but it also immediately slid into 

revisionism i.e. neo-revisionism. It had started 

adopting the same policies of CPI under a 

different cover. For example, instead of fighting 

against Khrushchevite revisionism, it made all 

attempts to actually follow it by adopting the 

tactics of opposing in words but supporting in 

deeds. It also took a line of equidistance with 

respect to Soviet and Chinese Party that was 

fighting the new Soviet leaders' revisionism. It 

also didn't support Enver Hoxha's fight against 

Khrushchevite revisionism. Therefore, another 

ideological, political struggle had become 

inevitable. Within four years, another struggle 

came up fiercely in CPI(M).  

In this, too, comrade CP stood in the fore front 

exposing the CPM revisionism.  

In April 1967, CPM leadership released a draft 

document called ‘New Tasks for the Party in the 

Changed Conditions’ for discussion. It was Com 

CP who immediately submitted his criticism to 

the politburo in May 1967 as it contained a shift 

to a political line loaded with a clandestine 

support to pro-Soviet revisionist policies in the 

international field. It had also put forth a wrong 

picture of national and international situations 

and had sought to adopt revisionist policies in 

the party.  

After this, CPM leadership released another set 

of three draft documents in 1967 August, namely 

‘On some ideological issues, Programme and 

On left sectarianism’ (this one was an attack on 

those pursuing revolutionary line in Bengal). 

The CPM leadership declared that these were 

draft documents but also said that there would be 

no discussion on programme and path. 

Naturally, it was the sign of a serious 

ideological-political conflict that CPM 

leadership sought to suppress by taking to 

dictatorial attitude and anti-communist 

organizational practices. The attitude of CPM 

was not to resolve differences but supress them. 

It is a historical fact that Com. DV, who was a 

CCM in the CPM at that time, presented an 

alternative document but that was also 

suppressed as the leadership and the majority CC 

decided not to circulate it among the delegates. 

As the debate was already going on in the whole 

party particularly among the lower rung 

comrades regarding the leadership’s approach to 

Naxalbari Peasant Movement, these dictatorial 

organizational attitude and practice led to 

numerous revolts in the party, particularly in 

Andhra and Bengal.  

However, CP was of the opinion that the 

revolutionary elements within the CPM must not 

immediately leave the party but launch strong 

ideological and political battle in the whole party 

before breaking and forming another party so 

that a correct understanding and a correct 

revolutionary line/program be gradually and 

solidly be formulated on the basis of an All India 

Conference by having a patient debate on all the 

important issues.   

Accordingly, when Andhra Plenum of CPM was 

held in Palakollu in February 1968, an intense 

struggle was launched by com. CP and his 

comrades like comrade DV, comrade TN and 

comrade Kolla Venkaiya. The Central leaders of 

the party, Sundaraiah and Basava Punnaiah, had 

also attended the Plenum to explain the CC 

policies and positions but they could not satisfy 

and convince the majority party delegates. The 

questions put forth by the delegates couldn't be 

adequately and correctly addressed. The above 

central leaders i.e. Sundaraiah and Basava 

Punnaiah had become so perplexed by the volley 

of questions put forth by the delegates that they 

started admonishing them. It was comrade CP 

who was leading from the front. It was he who 

was entrusted to explain the alternative 

document jointly prepared by Comrade CP and 

TN. The result was historic. Out of the 231 

attending delegates a huge majority (158) 

supported the arguments placed by Comrade CP. 

Only 52 had come out in support of the CC 

document. The remaining 8 members had 

remained neutral. 



THE TRUTH / Issue 8 / December 2020                                                                                                                                      51 

 

CP's alternative document contained an 

explanation of the ideological issues present at 

that time in the international movement. It also 

explained about the character of Freedom 

obtained on 15th of August 1947. It also talked 

about the character of the Indian big bourgeoisie 

subservient to Imperialism. It also contained an 

explanation of the contemporary contradictions 

in the country and also about the united front, the 

right of self-determination to the nationalities 

and the path of Indian revolution which was 

primarily based on the agrarian revolution as the 

axis. Com CP had emerged in that plenum as the 

most vocal and able challenger of CPM's 

revisionism, as a leader who was capable of 

defeating the neo-revisionist line of CPM in AP.  

This showed the correctness of CP's thinking and 

line upon which the communist revolutionaries, 

instead of leaving the party in haste, must have 

conducted an intense inner party struggle by 

taking advantage of every platform that was 

available. But unfortunately, CP's important 

suggestions in this regard were not followed. 

That's why the revolutionaries could not defeat 

CPM's revisionism or even could not fully 

expose them when the All India Plenum of the 

party at Burdwan in April 1968 was held. By 

then, most of the revolutionaries in Bengal and 

other states had left the CPM in haste without 

even formulating any All India line, path and 

organisational way ahead. Those who had 

already left were not united in their own views, 

too.   

In the above-mentioned plenum i.e. Burdwan All 

India Plenum held in 1968, it was again Com CP 

who explained the alternative document to the 

delegates for about seven hours. He excellently 

exposed the neo-revisionism of CPM being 

pursued on all fronts covertly or overtly. In his 

speech he had severely condemned the 

repression that was let loose on the Naxalbari 

movement by the Bengal Government in which 

CPM's stalwarts like Jyoti Basu and Hare 

Krishna Konnar were holding important 

ministries such as home and agriculture 

respectively. 

After the Plenum, CPM leadership had tried all 

methods to rope in Andhra’s leading comrades 

to gain a majority in the PC but failed. Then they 

took to nominating their followers in Andhra to 

different committees on the strength of their 

brute majority in the CC. Comrade CP, Com DV, 

TN, CP and Kolla Venkaiah, who opposed this 

openly, were later unilaterally removed from the 

state secretariat. Then these four comrades wrote 

an open letter to all party members further 

exposing the leadership’s revisionism and 

announcing their own revolutionary view point. 

This letter was also written by Com CP. 

As mentioned above, it is worth repeating here 

that the struggle against the CPM's neo-

revisionism was not a co-ordinated struggle at all 

India level. As told before, many revolutionaries 

had hastily left without waging a struggle. On the 

one hand, there was no leader of All India stature 

who was on the side of CP, DV, TN to 

coordinate this struggle at all India level. On the 

other hand, state and district level leaders, who 

felt that CPM's leaders and CC were pursuing 

revisionism, left the party in haste following the 

call of Bengal comrades led by comrade Charu 

Mazumdar, the architect and the leader of the 

great Naxalbari Movement. This, in short, was a 

queer situation for revolutionaries like CP. The 

surge of Naxalbari spearheaded the whole 

situation in an emotional manner and the 

AICCCR as well as the party CPI(ML) were all 

formed in haste, under the tremendous pressure 

being exerted by the Naxalbari uprising that 

needed an all India Party. The Prestige as well as 

the heat of Naxalbari was too enormous to be 

defied. This led to very serious deviations in the 

struggle against the CPM policies as well as in 

the struggle to build a revolutionary Party and 

conduct revolutionary struggles. Here I cannot 

go into its details.  

Where as in Andhra this internal debate helped 

to mobilize most of the rank and file to the side 

of the revolutionary movement, the same was 

not repeated in any other state.  
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In Andhra, the leading state level comrades had 

decided to stay within CPM till Burdwan plenum 

to polarize as many as possible in favour of the 

revolutionary line. But the actual galvanisation 

of the revolutionaries around a revolutionary 

program didn't conclude due to the reasons cited 

above in the main. This was a very dangerous 

situation for the revolutionaries of India at that 

time. If they still continued to stay in CPM, the 

gain of fight against CPM's revisionism would 

go in vain, so, they came out and since many 

revolutionaries had already come out of CPM, 

another danger was facing them i.e. the danger 

of isolationist trend, the danger of impatience in 

pursuing revolutionary line and struggle. On the 

whole comrade CP was aware that a left 

opportunist line was taking shape very fast and 

with ferocious speed under the banner of 

AICCCR and CPI(ML). He criticised this, too. 

But the result was that the Andhra 

revolutionaries were either expelled or were not 

allowed to join.   

Only in this condition, they had to continue for 

about 2 months in CPM even after the Burdwan 

plenum. The credit of following the great 

tradition of self-criticism also goes to Com CP 

who announced his self-criticism about this in 

1973 state conference of APCCCR. However, 

those who had criticised participation in state 

and central plenums didn't do any such self-

criticism even after so many decades when it has 

been proved beyond doubt that the participation 

in state and central level plenum had helped to 

take the revolutionary line and politics into wider 

sections of the revolutionaries. The mistake was 

not that they had participated, but the mistake or 

failure was that they couldn’t successfully 

organise this ideological struggle at an all India 

level and the main fault for this lies with them 

who were impatient and thought that leaving 

CPM then and there would solve all the problem. 

History has proved that Comrade CP was correct 

in his understanding. CP's effort had at least 

helped to mobilize the majority section in the 

party against neo-revisionism in Andhra. The 

future strength of the Andhra’s Revolutionary 

Movement lies precisely in this.  

The revolutionaries in Bengal wrongly felt that 

to stay and struggle within CPM for 

revolutionary line is meaningless as Naxalbari 

movement had already started and the Bengal 

Government was bent on suppressing the 

revolutionary movement. They felt that it will 

work to increase illusions about neo-revisionists. 

Communist revolutionaries in most of the states 

felt likewise that Naxalbari struggle had drawn a 

line of demarcation between revisionism and 

neo-revisionism and revolutionary Marxism and 

that it was no longer a matter of inner debate but 

of struggle between those who were conducting 

revolutionary struggle and those suppressing 

them. There is not much substance in this 

thinking as the revolutionary struggles of the 

world teach us differently. To constantly work to 

expose till not only the revolutionary cadres, but 

the masses are also won over was the real issue.  

What we saw as a result is a history and more or 

less everyone knows this.    

Com. CP had realized the reason of the failure in 

advancing the mass movement on the people’s 

war path while conducting the ideological-

political struggle. He realized that the failures in 

formulating correct line and tasks for the 

movement was the main reason. After the 

victory of CPM in all India Plenum, by this time, 

CP knew very well that to implement his 

thinking is impossible till a truly all India 

revolutionary Party was formed on the basis of 

the sound traditions of Marxism-Leninism. He 

also knew that Naxalbari was surging but at the 

same time, there were huge losses as many who 

took the side of the revolutionaries left the 

revolutionary camp due to incorrect handling 

and understanding on many important issues as 

they were not integrated into the movement. It 

gave the neo- revisionists a chance to mobilize 

most of them. The emergence of left 

opportunism further damaged the revolutionary 

cause quite immensely. This is a history now and 

most of us know how the great Naxalbari and 
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later Srikakulam struggle became a faded 

shadow of their own in just a couple of years 

while we lost innumerable excellent comrades in 

pursuance of left sectarian line.  

JOURNEY AFTER CPM 

Comrade CP along with DV, TN and others 

formed a State Committee (later APCCCR) that 

had released a circular named ‘Build Areas of 

Struggle’ to give direction to building the 

movement at village level and area level. That 

gave a direction to cadres and it also achieved 

good results, but it was not a match to what was 

lost. But there was no option left to Com CP 

other than to strive hard to implement what he 

and his comrades thought was revolutionary in 

the given circumstances. But CP was never 

satisfied with this. He always strived very hard 

to implement what he thought was necessary for 

revolution i.e. an all India Party based on the best 

tradition of Marxism-Leninism.  

The new state committee had given a call in 1968 

October to hold a week-long programme to 

commemorate Telangana Armed Struggle. This 

was intended to give a direction to the people’s 

movement and re-orient the movement along a 

revolutionary path in isolation from other 

revolutionary movement in the country. To fulfil 

this task, Com CP wrote ‘The Great Heroic 

Telangana Armed Struggle’ which was meant to 

draw lessons from that struggle and enlighten 

both the ranks of the party and the masses. It was 

an inspiring piece and till then no one else had 

written on Telangana armed struggle. Com DV 

and Sundaraiah wrote only later. 

Till 1968, Com. CP was working legally and 

wasn't underground. So, he was able to rally 

thousands in struggles. Hunger Marches led by 

him are excellent examples of revolutionary 

mass movements that proved his capabilities as 

a great organiser and mass leader, too. It must be 

cited that in Nalgonda district, one such Hunger 

Marche led to mass raiding the granaries of the 

landlords in which two of our comrades Com. 

Pullaiah and Com. Ramulu were killed. Com. CP 

attended their memorial meetings and utilized it 

to not only give revolutionary direction to their 

anger, but also to place before people in general 

in all details the tasks that confront them and the 

people. These movements grew further and the 

state was much terrified by his activities. In this 

sense, these mass meetings were his last public 

and open meetings as he was forced to go 

underground (UG) after these movements 

because with rising state repression grew the 

danger of him being arrested and killed as was 

the tends and tradition of Police atrocities on 

communist revolutionaries in AP. To send him 

UG was also aimed at achieving another 

purpose. Seeing his ability of an all-round 

organiser of revolutionary movement, the state 

committee, on his own advice and plan, decided 

to send him to work and develop revolutionary 

struggles in Strategic Areas suitable to 

implement people’s war path. This was the main 

trend of the revolutionary movement of that 

period and CP Reddy on his own took a decision 

to fulfil this task with the consent of his 

organisation's leading body. However, the 

intention was also to prove the fallacy of left 

adventurist line as practiced in Srikakulam 

Movement by way of setting practical examples. 

On the other hand, Congress led State 

Government was hell bent to arrest CP and finish 

him either by foisting false cases against him or 

by any other means. The Congress government 

had announced a huge reward on him, dead or 

alive.  

Com. CP who went into forests in 1968 

November did not come out frequently except 

for special occasion organised by the party. For 

example, he came out to attend the 1969 state 

convention of the party. It shows his strong 

determination to implement the decision. After 

that, he again came out in 1974 when 

revolutionary organizations from different states 

wanted to discuss unity with him. In that period, 

he toured Maharashtra, West Bengal and Kerala. 

He discussed the unity of revolutionaries with 

them. Comrade Neelam Ramachandraiah was 

instrumental in bringing about these different 

organizations to sit together. It may be 
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mentioned that comrade CP discussed with 

Maharashtra Comrades for three days and nights 

in a small hut in a paddy field. Com. CP felt 

strongly that CPM had sold itself to the 

bourgeoisie and had given up on the path of 

revolution. He also felt that the tasks necessary 

to implement revolutionary movement i.e. 

People’s War with a mass line perspective must 

be urgently formulated and implemented. He 

was against the concept of positional advantage 

in deciding for strategic areas of work. He was 

of the view that the party must select strategic 

areas and allot strongest cadres to work in those 

areas. His complete concentration in Godavari 

valley was a way to show path to others. And it 

bore fruit. In just 4 to 5 years, the revolutionary 

people's movement without succumbing to left 

and right deviation grew and developed in the 

whole of Godavari Valley comprising of many 

districts. The movement spread to plain areas, 

too. Just after 1980, the Karimnagar movement 

led under his direct guidance came out as the 

most important movement from whose in-depth 

experience he theorised his special theory of 

Resistance Struggle as a successful path to 

people’s war with a mass line perspective. One 

may differ from the theory on account of many 

reasons, but it certainly shows his enduring 

revolutionary practice and endeavour to fight 

both Right and Left opportunism. While the fire 

of Naxalbari and Srikakulam extinguished, the 

revolutionary movement of Godavari valley that 

was built fighting left and right opportunism was 

shining in the path of people's war. It grew amid 

the severest repression that was let loose in the 

time of Emergency. 

It was his great habit that before he mobilized the 

masses for struggles, he led to conduct wide 

political propaganda among the tribals to make 

clear the real issues behind their problems. 

Herein lies the key to his success in awakening 

even the most backward people.   

With the steep rise in the forest movement and 

the participation of large number of people, 

attacks of the landlords and the police both came 

and simultaneously with this the issue of self-

defence of cadres came pressing to the fore. To 

move in teams with safety became the rule. With 

this the left adventurism also raised its head. In 

1969 April adventurist attacks were launched 

against landlords in Pagideru to seize weapons. 

Hunters with foreign automatic arms were also 

attacked. This incident had precipitated a crisis 

within the organization. Being in charge, 

comrade CP made no delay in doing self-

criticism and taking the main responsibility 

without ifs and buts. He categorically said that 

though there were many reasons for this 

incident, he was responsible for its occurrence. 

He thus again made others learn from this that 

whatever the reasons, the in-charge must take up 

the responsibility from the front and come out to 

correct a wrong trend whenever it occurs. 

Quoting his words, he courageously said, “this 

attack is against the essence of the documents of 

1969 convention. In them we emphasized on the 

need to mobilize people for the agrarian 

revolutionary struggle and on formulating tactics 

suitable to the consciousness of the people. 

There is only one main reason behind all these 

mistakes. I was swayed by left adventurism 

while integrating peoples' mobilization with 

peoples' resistance”.  

Such a trend was nowhere visible among those 

whose acts of right and left deviations got the 

whole movement destroyed and detached from 

the essence of Marxism-Leninism.   

After, 1980, the right deviation had become very 

powerful and was deviating the whole 

movement including his party comrades in 

Andhra. Identity politics particularly Dalitism 

was raising its head everywhere in the 

revolutionary movement along with 

regionalism, separatism, religious 

fundamentalism etc. A fatigue had crept into the 

mind and body of those comrades who were 

underground for long time as movement was not 

picking up all over India with the same speed and 

intensity. Though it seems clear from his 

writings that he was aware of the internally 

debilitating state of the movement, he stood as a 

rock against right deviation, whereas all others 
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were succumbing to it in the name of taking the 

movement out of stagnation. Different sorts of 

hobnobbing with the opposition ruling classes 

were being tried in the name of fighting the 

Indira's authoritarianism or forming Patriotic 

and Democratic front.  

In 1980 itself, the most rabid right deviationist 

line had attacked and tried to capture the party. 

It advocated to ally with US as against the USSR 

and also with all sorts of pro-US regional parties. 

Right opportunist line came thrusting upon the 

whole movement. It was only CP who could 

alone keep fighting by writing articles and as 

well as by way of showing practical examples.        

When a real time had come to assess the whole 

revolutionary movement with a correct 

proletarian revolutionary perspective about 

which he always thought of, he unfortunately 

became martyred.  

COMRADE CP INTEGRATED THEORY AND 

PRACTICE  

Com. CP was also a theoretician. He was a good 

speaker, too. But more than that, he was a man 

who integrated theory with practice. He always 

had time to know what is happening out side in 

whole of India and the whole world, even when 

he was involved in practical resistance 

movement of the forest. He was a great listener 

too, particularly to poor people. That's why he 

could not only impress intellectuals but also the 

most backward and illiterate tribal people. He 

was expert in conducting wide ranging surveys 

before launching struggles. His role in building 

Godavari valley resistance movement is a 

shining example to show that he was in the habit 

of attending to even minor things if it constituted 

a matter of the movement. He had a great 

smelling power and could smell a rot in the party 

or the movement even from a faraway distance 

and instantly wrote on that. He believed that we 

have to learn more from the people than to teach 

them in practical movement. However tired he 

might be, he always listened to them. He always 

took notes whether he talked to people, read 

papers or listened to radio. All the important 

documents were always ready in his bag to be 

produced on the table if needed. He always 

carried a small briefcase for this. He was self-

reliant in this respect and didn't need other's help.  

In 1969 April, when the State convention of the 

party was held, comrade CP wrote and presented 

the political organizational report. Com. DV Rao 

had prepared ‘Immediate programme’ and 

‘Srikakulam tribal movement – some problems’. 

All these three drafts where agreed upon 

unanimously with certain amendments. 

Comrade CP further on many occasions wrote on 

the need “to coordinate properly armed struggle, 

peoples' mass movement and self-defence.” He 

also worked tirelessly for this and always 

criticized armed activity that was executed in a 

manner unrelated to the demands and 

consciousness as well as the strength and level of 

the movement. He was quite scathing in this and 

he also didn't spare himself. So, while reviewing 

the great successes achieved in the Forest 

Movement in Godavari Valley that was advancing 

in spite of severe state and landlords' repression, 

Com CP never got his head unnecessarily swollen 

with success. He also correctly assessed and said 

that the success mainly lies in the squads (political 

cadres were armed and moved in groups to defend 

themselves whose main work was political while 

defending themselves from attacks. They were not 

for offense except in some exceptional or 

unexpected situations) being able to defend 

themselves in the face of very heavy repression 

while, on the other hand, being able to mobilise the 

masses in struggles and carry on the political 

programme of the Party and lead people’s 

struggles relentlessly. He always used to say that 

repression is a common thing in a people's 

movement, but the success of a movement lies in 

this that it must continue taking newer forms even 

if repression is mounted which shows that the 

movement has strong roots among people without 

which no movement can survive amid repression 

and attacks. A movement and the party have to 

learn how to defend revolutionary movement in 

such precarious situations. Godavari Valley 

movement showed these characteristics of a 

genuine people's movement with flying colour. 
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That is why we see that in spite of the very high 

prestige of Srikakulam and Naxalbari still 

impacting the whole country as well as Andhra 

revolutionaries, a huge number of students and 

intellectuals of all sections had come in support of 

CP led Godavari Valley struggles and become a 

part of it. The student movement (Progressive 

Democratic Students’ Union or PDSU) attached 

with the comrade CP-led party used to provide 

dozens of whole timers every two years (at the 

time of its conference).  

A short while after Pagideru incident, the party had 

got the first martyr in Com. Bathula Venkateswara 

Rao who happened to be the youngest state 

committee member of the party. When much 

heavier repression was further let loose on the 

movement, the party in the leadership of CP had to 

develop newest ever forms and tactics to defend 

the movement in the face of this repression so that 

movement goes on and spreads despite losses. 

Special measures were particularly taken to defend 

cadres. Forms based on the local conditions had to 

be evolved while at the same time the party and 

movement were both safeguarded from slipping in 

the quagmire of both left opportunism and rightist 

surrenderous line.  

It must be mentioned that a serious danger of right 

deviation had raised its head taking advantage of 

the confusion created by one minor act of left 

adventurism in Pagideru, particularly from the 

jailed senior leaders of the party (In 1969 

December most of the state leadership attending 

the state committee meeting were arrested. Com 

CP and Com Ramanarasaiah could not attend the 

meeting as they did not get the information in time. 

Hence, they were not arrested. These arrests were 

a severe setback to the movement.) who wanted to 

altogether disband the squads and join congress 

peasant and workers organisation in Godavari 

Area to escape from repression and attacks. The 

whole Godavari movement stood united against it 

and defeated this line of abject surrender. Comrade 

CP wrote extensively on this and educated the 

whole movement.  

Comrade CP always used to say that practice 

cannot be perfect like writing a document. There 

will be mistakes towards left or right. Leftist or 

Rightist deviations may crop up here and there. 

The main thing is that one should advance the 

revolutionary movement overcoming these 

mistakes at the right time. He was also against 

those who victimised comrades in the name of 

fighting and correcting errors. That's why we see 

that he better took all the responsibilities himself 

for whatever mistakes were committed in the 

Godavari Valley. He always stood for discussions 

that help the comrades to rectify their mistakes. He 

was against cornering them. He always said, 

''Mistakes are bound to happen when we go into 

practice. We should learn from them. But, yes, this 

method is not helpful to those who don't want to 

go into practice and naturally they can believe that 

they never commit any mistake.'' CP wrote about 

all these practical problems extensively.  

Com. CP strived very hard to implement the tasks 

in the face of all odds. He was well versed about 

the revolutionary movements in different countries 

and their experiences. He read extensively the 

works of the founders of Marxism. He always said 

that he read them not only for acquiring knowledge 

but to put them into practice in the concrete 

conditions of our country. He wrote his famous 

writing ‘Lessons of Chinese Revolution – Peoples 

War Path’ to fight against right and left deviations 

in India. He also wrote splendidly on Mao's 

'Hunan Report' of the peasant struggles. He also 

wrote ‘The Advancing Revolutionary Movement in 

Khammam, Warangal and Karimnagar Districts” 

to enlist details of lessons and tasks for the work 

in the forest resistance areas. He also wrote ‘Some 

Problems of People’s War Path’. It clearly 

explained his differences with Charu Mazumdar 

on strategy and tactics. It explained in detail how 

Com. Charu Mazumdar’s views were mistaken on 

the issues of mass organizations, people’s issues, 

economic struggles and people’s movements on 

partial issues. These documents were approved by 

one and all engaged in Khammam, Warangal, East 

and West Godavari districts. Comrade CP used to 

regularly write in the Party Organ 'Janasakti.' 

Comrade CP had written on and fought decisively 

against the wrong policies advocated in the 

document ‘Present Situation – Our Tasks’ sent by 

jailed comrades T. Nagi Reddy and DV Rao in 

September 1970. With this the differences 
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between the jailed leadership and those who were 

outside and leading the movement increased 

particularly since April 1971. Again, a meeting of 

all the cadres of the resistance movement took 

place that reviewed the movement. It found that 

the jailed leadership had levelled charges of both 

right and left deviation against CP in two separate 

documents i.e. ‘Left deviation in the party’ and 

within a short span of few months, ‘Right 

deviation in the party’. The cadres took note of it 

that both the allegations were made against the 

same comrade i.e. comrade CP. The differences 

couldn't be resolved and thus the party split in July 

of 1971. Comrade CP didn't want a split but he 

could not avoid it either as everything was not in 

his hand. Though, it resulted in a setback, the able 

leadership of the movement brought vigour again 

and the movement grew in newer areas. Actually, 

CP didn't confine himself to ideological and 

political debate that he led successfully a number 

of times in his revolutionary life, but could also 

brilliantly and in a systematised manner 

formulated future tasks of the ongoing 

revolutionary movement with an all India 

perspective and tirelessly worked to achieve them. 

He thus imparted huge confidence to the cadres 

engaged in a tedious struggle during unrelenting 

repression and helped them overcome the 

demoralization caused by the split.  

After the split, state conference was held on 24-27 

September 1973. Com CP discussed with 

everyone on all important issues and wrote the 

party programme, on the path of people’s war and 

also the political organizational review. The state 

conference adopted them unanimously after 

discussions.  

After this conference, the movement extended 

further to the other side of the Godavari Valley. 

Appropriate forms of resistance against repression 

were formulated. The level of the movement also 

grew. 

HIS EFFORTS TO UNITE ALL GENUINE 

REVOLUTIONARIES IN ONE PARTY 

Comrade CP worked relentlessly for the 

unification of revolutionaries and for the 

emergence of a unified strong CPI (ML). After a 

long debate, Andhra State Committee under his 

leadership held extensive unity discussions with 

the CPI (ML) led by S N Singh. CP felt that there 

were serious differences of varying nature that also 

included the danger of right deviation, yet there 

was unity on fighting left opportunism and revival 

of mass organisation. He thought that right 

deviations had to be fought every time as a regular 

phenomenon whenever and wherever it raised its 

ugly head. So, it must not be a hinderance in the 

path of unity. Com CP and Andhra committee got 

united with SN Singh led CPI (ML) with SN Singh 

as the General Secretary. He relied on the fact that 

the strong base of the Andhra movement would 

work as a strong deterrent against the right 

deviation. The history however has proved that 

this optimism was misplaced. The party was split 

in 1980 by SNS-Bhaskar Nandi-Santosh Rana 

clique on the question of making united front with 

US imperialism on the international level and US 

led forces in the country. The plank was the 

imminence of the Third World War led by the 

USSR. Comrade CP led this fight and later in 1981 

party plenum became the General Secretary. But 

by then the right deviations had emerged very 

strongly in the whole revolutionary movement. 

CPI (ML) led by Vinod Mishra had already given 

a call to make united front with ruling classes of 

opposition sections in the name of fighting Indira 

authoritarianism.  

The roots of this newly emerging right deviation 

were present in the very soil of the movement that 

was badly suffering from incompetence of 

advancing the revolution, the people's war. 

Naxalbari and later Godavari valley were to 

become the last boom of the anti-feudal 

revolutionary struggle. The history of last six 

decades proves this beyond doubt.  

The land of the second most prestigious 

revolutionary movement – Andhra, was to later 

become the hot bed of all sorts of rightist leftist 

deviations. The Party again split in 1984 whose 

reason was broadly a tilt towards the irresistible 

rise of the right deviation in the movement. CP 

who was 67 and in the last leg, was deeply hurt and 

probably had lost the hope of revolution. It is 

possible that it caused him the heart attack.  
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Just after his death, from within Andhra's 

Revolutionary Movement itself emerged a strong 

trend of identity politics that heavily wrecked the 

party again in 1989. Even in the whole movement 

right deviation had engulfed from all sides.  

Why it emerged so strongly and could not be 

successfully resisted in the whole ML movement 

is a long and a highly debatable issue and can't be 

dealt here. However, it can be surely said that the 

old great Naxalbari uprising had lost its 

momentum for ever and had reached a point of no 

return so far as stagnation is concerned. The 

reasons lie in the inability to review the main 

slogans and political-ideological orientation of the 

movement even after so many decades of failure 

in advancing it on old lines. In no way could the 

movement continue in old spirit in the light of new 

developments i.e. new permutations and 

combinations of the class forces. It could go on 

only in forms and shape like we see it today - 

shattered, disintegrated, surrounded by 

pragmatism and empiricism and thus completely 

debilitated internally, like a poor fading shadow of 

its once unmatched glorious past.  

We see that many of the heroes of yesterday became 

traitors. We find that in the post-1980 scenario this 

movement turned fatigued in the face of complete 

failure in making advancement, whose real reasons 

were never tried to be grasped and understood by the 

heroes of the movement. The worst that came out of 

this is that though the old slogans and forms were 

retained or even more forcibly clutched upon with 

every failure, yet the very revolutionary soul was 

gradually abandoned, in both the cases whether the 

movement turned to Left or Right opportunism. 

Now, a time has come when the whole movement 

has gathered under its wings all sorts of signs of 

internal decay. To me, it is not a simple phenomenon 

of some persons turning traitors. No. Not at all. It is 

as if the 'heroes' having found no possibility or any 

sign of light at the end of the tunnel they were 

travelling in, lost all hope and got bewildered. This 

brought many to change the track either to left or 

right opportunism in the name of overcoming 

stagnation, while others turned to anyhow keeping 

alive their existence that finally led to defeatism.  

Comrade CP though sensed all these quite early, 

particularly after 1980, and we can find plenty of this 

in his writings as hints, and that's why he was in a 

hurry (to some extent) to take all steps to bring about 

revolution as quickly as possible. He knew that the 

movement will otherwise turn into ashes. The years 

after his death prove this beyond doubt.  

I would like to end this piece with these lines that we 

wrote in 2013 about comrade CP – 

“We thus see in general that Comrade CP was also 

ill-fated as all others of his time to remain tied with 

the ‘old frame’ till his last breadth under the heavy 

burden of limitations of the most momentous era that 

his whole career belonged to, imposed upon him by 

history, in the same manner as all other real heroes 

of history were usually forced to and who had but to 

keep flowing with the fastest currents of their time. 

Unlike the present time when the revolutionary 

current has slowed down, CP's time was so 

momentous throughout that it seldom allowed him 

enough time and space to notice some of the 

important changes that he, a leader of such a 

stature, ought to have, as those changes were also 

blasting the ‘old frame’. Even the facts he used to 

cite in his essays while fighting his adversaries' right 

and left opportunism were also confronting his 

‘frame’. While explaining the facts he himself 

incessantly kept attacking and breaking his own 

‘frame’. Such was the dialectical contradiction that 

existed between his ‘facts’ and his ‘frame’. It proves 

that such a blindness, if at all we can call it a 

blindness, was imposed on him by the ever-

momentous era in the thick of which he lived, worked 

and led. Had he remained alive for a few more years, 

this contradiction would have surely reached its 

zenith and got resolved dialectically marking a great 

turning point. Why do we say so? Because he himself 

allowed this contradiction to flow freely in the open 

i.e. in his writings and did never try, knowingly or 

unknowingly, to annihilate ‘facts’ for sake of the 

‘frame’ for and with which he lived and died.” 

This is again where Comrade CP stands tallest of all 

from among his contemporaries.  

Red Salute to Comrade CP, the valiant fighter of the 

Indian proletariat!       

(An abridged and rewritten version of an old but 

unpublished long article written when Comrade 

Phani Bagchi was alive.)  
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In the context of the new National Education Policy 

(NEP2020), which has declared constructivism to be 

the pedagogical approach in the coming years, it 

may be worthwhile to recall the experience of some 

of the countries where the said pedagogy has already 

been implemented. Constructivism is the minimally 

guided approach in pedagogy that has been called by 

various names. This includes discovery learning 

(Anthony, 1973; Bruner, 1961); problem-based 

learning (PBL; Barrows & Tamblyn, 1980; Schmidt, 

1983), inquiry learning (Papert, 1980; Rutherford, 

1964), experiential learning (Boud, Keogh, & 

Walker, 1985; Kolb & Fry, 1975), and constructivist 

learning (Jonassen, 1991; Steffe & Gale, 

1995).There are many references to this in the new 

national education policy document. 

Mexico is a country where the constructivist 

pedagogy has been implemented for more than four 

decades. Naturally a significant number of the 

population belonging to the new generation have 

studied in this paradigm.  It may be worthwhile in 

this context to examine the effects as well as some 

of the debates that have taken place. 

The first thing that comes to mind in this regard is 

about an article written by a novelist in 2013. David 

Toscana, the novelist in the year 2013, wrote the 

article named - ‘The country that stopped reading’. 

The article has become very popular. Many 

publications have written reviews about that. 

The article looks into the changes that happened in 

the recent past after the pedagogy and the school 

system has been changed.  While a large number of 

children undergo schooling in recent times with 5% 

of the GDP is spent on education, which is near to 

that of the USA, the general standard of education 

has not improved. On the other hand, the country has 

gradually developed a reading crisis. The children 

know how to read the newspaper, see the 

advertisements and do the day-to-day activities, 

which necessitate its reading.  However, the whole 

country has suffered a reading crisis where by the 

reading of any serious books by any section of the 

population have come down drastically. 

Let us look at some parts of the narration of that 

article for getting a clear picture. 

The article says - “Despite recent gains in industrial 

development and increasing numbers of engineering 

graduates, Mexico is floundering socially, politically 

and economically because so many of its citizens do 

not read. Upon taking office in December, our new 

president, Enrique Peña Nieto, immediately 

announced a program to improve education. This is 

typical. All presidents do this upon taking 

office……. 

During a strike in 2008 in Oaxaca, I remember 

walking through the temporary campground in 

search of a teacher reading a book. Among tens of 

thousands, I found not one. I did find people 

listening to disco-decibel music, watching 

television, playing cards or dominoes, vegetating. I 

saw some gossip magazines, too. 

 So I should not have been surprised by the response 

when I spoke at a recent event for promoting reading 

for an audience of 300 or so 14- and 15-year-olds. 

“Who likes to read?” I asked. Only one hand went 

up in the auditorium. I picked out five of the ignorant 

majority and asked them to tell me why they did not 

like reading. The result was predictable: they 

stuttered, grumbled, grew impatient. None was able 

to articulate a sentence, express an idea. 

Frustrated, I told the audience to just leave the 

auditorium and go look for a book to read. One of 

their teachers walked up to me, very concerned. “We 

still have 40 minutes left,” he said. He asked the kids 

to sit down again, and began to tell them a fable 

about a plant that could not decide if it wanted to be 

a flower or a head of cabbage. 

“Sir,” I whispered, “that story is for kindergartners.” 

In 2002, President Vicente Fox began a national 

reading plan; he chose as a spokesperson Jorge 

Campos, a popular soccer player, ordered millions of 

THE EXPERIENCE OF CONSTRUCTIVISM 

MEXICO: THE COUNTRY THAT STOPPED READING 
Prasad V 
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books printed and built an immense library. 

Unfortunately, teachers were not properly trained 

and children were not given time for reading in 

school. The plan focused on the book instead of the 

reader. I have seen warehouses filled with hundreds 

of thousands of forgotten books, intended for 

schools and libraries, simply waiting for the dust and 

humidity to render them garbage” ................. 

This crisis in reading has not happened in Mexico 

alone. Similar experiences happened in other places 

also where the same type of pedagogy has been 

implemented.  Many of the people who believe in 

constructivism for ideological reasons are very 

enthusiastic about their good theory.  They raise 

repeatedly so-called jargons like critical thinking, 

discovery-based learning, etc. However, even after 

all claims, the results are negative.  Why this is 

happening necessitates deeper study into the matter. 

The intellectual activity of the brain nowadays is 

explained in terms of formation of schemas and 

automatisation of the schemas. The cognitive 

structures that are formed inside the brain that are 

necessary for letter recognition and reading can be 

explained in terms of schema theory. In the human 

brain, there is no particular area that is specifically 

developed through evolution that is explicit for 

reading. An area is developed for that purpose 

through practice the existence of which has 

experimental evidence. 

Schema is our background knowledge; it is what we 

already know before we even pick up the book. 

Schema is a mental structure that an individual uses 

to organize knowledge and guide cognitive 

processes and behaviour. People use schemata (the 

plural of schema) to categorize objects and events 

based on common elements and characteristics and 

thus interpret and predict the world. New 

information is processed according to how it fits into 

these existing mental structures. 

Among different types of schema, Linguistic schema 

refers to readers' prior linguistic knowledge, 

including the knowledge about phonetics, grammar 

and vocabulary as traditionally recognized. 

Major “ingredients” of a schema are our memories, 

the books we read, the places we have been, the 

movies we watched, the vocabulary we know, etc. 

Our schema, or background knowledge, is highly 

fuelled by our interests. Therefore, everyone’s 

schema is different! 

It is possible for us to automate our learned schemas. 

"Automaticity occurs after practice, normally 

extensive practice. With sufficient practice, a 

procedure can be carried out with minimal conscious 

effort (i.e., with minimal working memory load)" 

(Sweller, van Merrienboer; . . ., & Pass, 1998, p. 

256). Schema automation is just memorization 

through repeated use. 

Experimental evidence shows that practice gradually 

but significantly improves performance, confirming 

automatization of task performance. Study further 

demonstrates that practice in a visually delivered 

cognitive task predominantly increases efficiency of 

encoding in primary visual, prefrontal and parietal 

cortex. Automatization in complex cognitive 

performance, as increased encoding efficiency in 

early stages of practice possibly increases the 

capacity to otherwise interfering information. 

Naturally, automatization of linguistic schemas that 

are necessary for the reading speed to be enhanced, 

that helps effortless reading, develops with 

automatisation of the same.  

Like that for higher ideas to get absorbed, needs the 

basic schemas, which are parts of the ideas already 

stored in our brain. In the absence of that the working 

memory load increases due to flooding of new 

information and the individual undergoes strain 

where his capacity to absorb is decreased 

drastically.  In this way, the absence of 

automatisation of both linguistic schemas necessary 

for reading and schemas necessary for general 

understanding leads to the reading crisis. 

However, constructivism that problematizes the 

relation between intellect and memory rejects the 

importance of memory in intellectual 

activity.  Naturally as part of that system, the 

language education procedure has been changed to 

either the ‘whole language approach’ or different 

other varieties of constructivism which does not give 

importance to the role of memory.  This prevents the 

automatization of the schemas related to reading.  If 

the speed of the reading does not reach a particular 

level, an individual cannot read without difficulty. 

Absence of automatization in general schemas 

follows. Further experimental studies in the last two 

decades with the help of highly developed MRI 

scans shows that the constructivist pedagogy is 

inferior to the already existing one.  This is the 

essence of what happened in Mexico in general 

reading.  
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Rising violence and oppression against women, both 

in rate and intensity, is intricately connected to 

Fascism. A better understanding of the dynamics of 

their relationship can be developed by delving into 

the meaning of ‘fascism’ and the violence it is 

capable of unleashing over the masses. Georgi 

Dimitrov defined Fascism, a product of the era of 

imperialism, the highest stage of capitalism, as a 

power of finance capital itself which is the 

organization of terrorist vengeance against the 

working class and the revolutionary section of the 

peasantry and intelligentsia. Lawrence Britt’s 12 

early warning signs of Fascism such as powerful and 

continuing nationalism, disdain for human rights, 

identification of enemies as a unifying cause, 

supremacy of the military, rampant sexism, 

controlled mass media, obsession with national 

security, intertwining of religion and government, 

protected corporate power, suppressed labor power, 

disdain for intellectual and the arts, obsession with 

crime and punishment, rampant cronyism and 

corruption and fraudulent elections, come in handy 

in imagining the draconian nature of a Fascist state. 

The gendered face of saffron fascism in India is 

beginning to show through rising rampant incidents 

of brutal rape and murder of women (usually from 

backward castes and minority religion), sexual 

assault and harassment, honor killing, formation of 

‘Anti-Romeo’ squads and criminalization of inter-

faith marriages in the name of Love Jihad. Uttar 

Pradesh run by CM Yogi Adityanath is an apt 

prototype of the havoc a fascist state can untether 

upon women rights. As per latest crime data, the 

state recorded the highest increase in crime against 

women at 66.7% in four years to 2019. The state 

accounted for about 15% of registered crimes 

against women countrywide.  

Crime in India-2019 Report shows a 37% increase in 

the cases of rape against Scheduled Castes women 

and a 20% increase in assault cases. In total, crime 

against women went up by 23.3% and against 

Scheduled Castes by 18.8%. Despite the reportage of 

the increased crimes against women, investigation 

and prosecution were the tardiest among all 

categories. That the investigation was pending in 

33.8% cases and the trial had been completed in only 

7.6% of all cases of crimes against women. Dowry 

deaths, cruelty by husband and relatives, acid attack, 

sexual harassment, assault, rape, trafficking, 

kidnapping and abduction constitute some of the 

major crimes against women. A Scroll.in report 

states that 2019 saw a 7.3% rise in registered cases 

of crimes and a 23% increase from 2015. UP alone 

made up for nearly 15% of all registered crimes 

against women in India and saw an average of 164 

crimes per day! An average of 87 rape cases a day 

with one rape happening every 16 minutes is the 

trajectory that the fascist BJP ruled state has pushed 

us on. It is the same party whose ideologues 

Hedgewar, Golwalkar and Savarkar believed in 

legitimising rape as a weapon of war. Violent 

misogyny is perceived as a tool for establishing 

control in order to underline fascist Sangh.  

Violence against women is not to be solely 

interpreted in the parochial sense of sexual violence 

involving physical and verbal abuse but in a wider 

sense which is inclusive of its psychological, social, 

economic and political forms. State-inflicted non-

physical violence being inflicted by capitalism in the 

form of economic distress resulting in suicides 

amongst women, social violence in the form of 

continuation of upper caste hegemony, patriarchal 

and aggressive attitudes and political violence in the 

form of throwing women of all ages, who’ve bravely 

fought for the rights of minorities, adivasis, workers, 

students behind bars under charges of inciting acts 

of terrorism against the State. The broader our 

reading of the violence, the clearer the picture gets 

as to what the grip of fascism entails.  

While it is undoubtedly easier to raise demands for 

nabbing an individual (usually from the 

marginalized sections), booking him under stringent 

sections of IPC and CrPC, put him under trial and 

deprive him of his life and liberty through draconian 

punishments like the death penalty, it is equally 

difficult to not confine oneself to this immediate and 

FASCISM & RISING VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
Vidushi Prajapati 
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short-term demand, rather vehemently voice as well 

as wage a decisive and conclusive battle for 

fundamental transformation of society without 

which emancipation of women remains incomplete. 

One can see how mainstream feminism has fallen 

into the trap of reformism and massively fails in 

uniting women on demands premised on class issues 

and tied to the struggle for socialism. They make the 

repeated mistake of envisioning a world free of 

sexual violence without concretely analysing the 

issue of prevailing structural inequalities. At the 

same time, the state uses the weapon of ‘collective 

conscience’ (reactionary mass sentiment) to restore 

faith of the masses in the façade of bourgeoisie 

justice and more importantly, wash its bloody hands 

off the social murder it commits each time. One 

would be erring if uncountable instances where 

women end up dying, getting paralysed, deformed 

and mentally scarred due to rape, murder, sexual 

assault and harassment were attributed to alleged 

individual perpetrators and not instead to the 

capitalist State which has successfully dragged 

women into the market as commodities and objects 

to be consumed. And now, the fascist powers which 

has gripped the State is pushing the society even 

further back to the dark ages through the 

strengthening of a reactionary mass movement 

which is naturally anti-woman, anti-minority, anti-

Dalit, apart from being anti-working class. 

The Hathras case which was an apt example of 

State’s involvement in terms of wilful commission 

of upper caste and patriarchal violence, prejudicial 

investigation carried out by the police, apathetic and 

discriminatory attitude of the state administration, 

poor medical facility was reduced to a narrative 

about caste and gender violence. The act of not 

targeting the root cause of a problem and not 

preparing for an indomitable unity of the working 

class-peasant-women-students-youth under the 

leadership of proletariat to battle the Fascist state has 

only intensified subjugation of women and 

supported fascism in tightening its noose on the 

bourgeois democratic setup! 

In 1909, Russian revolutionary Alexandra Kollantai 

wrote what proved to be a historic and befitting 

contribution to the Marxist analysis of women’s 

oppression in ‘The Social Basis of the Women 

Question’ where she argued that:  

“The women’s world is divided, just as is the 

world of men, into two camps: the interests 

and aspirations of one group bring it close to 

the bourgeois class, while the other group 

has close connections to the proletariat, and 

its claims for liberation encompass a full 

solution to the woman question. Thus, 

although both camps follow the general 

slogan of the “liberation of women,” their 

aims and interests are different. Each of the 

groups unconsciously takes its starting point 

from the interests and aspirations of its own 

class, which gives a specific class coloring to 

the targets and tasks it sets for itself . . . 

however apparently radical the demands of 

the feminists, one must not lose sight of the 

fact that the feminists cannot, on account of 

their class position, fight for that 

fundamental transformation of society, 

without which the liberation of women 

cannot be complete.” 

The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013 is 

merely a paper tiger. The inordinate delay ridden, 

fault prone and corrupt criminal justice machinery is 

even more so no longer a ray of hope for the 

oppressed women. In light of the same, the 

magnitude of punishment has failed in being a 

deterring factor for. It is commonplace to find Police 

engaging in victim-blaming and showing reluctance 

in registration of women complainants. Silencing of 

victims and witnesses should they dare to pursue 

justice through the courts is rampant, with the Unnao 

case of 2018 wherein the victim was burned alive by 

five men while she was on her way to the Court 

being one of the harshest examples. The direction in 

which the fascist powers are leading the society 

towards and the consequences it will have for the 

toiling and common masses along with women, 

minorities and dalits, is clear is day. The 

innumerable Balrampurs, Hathras’, Azamgarhs, 

Bulandshahrs and Unnaos is laying the ground for 

the emergence of an all-encompassing women’s 

movement in solidarity with that of the working 

class, which would attack at the very soil of the 

fascism, that is, the crisis-ridden and decaying 

capitalist system.  
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MARKETIZATION OF TRADITION AND NORTH 

INDIAN HEGEMONY 

There is a visible transformation in the 

celebrations and conduct of tradition that can be 

seen in our local colonies and on the streets that 

says how religious traditions and festivals are 

more about flaunting dominance to “you know 

whom”. The Kanwad yatra, the Mahashivratri, 

Ramanavami, Ganesh Chaturthi, Durga Puja. 

How these celebrations have suddenly become 

the utmost ‘essence’ of “Hindu culture”.  From 

the past few years, these festivals are being 

highly aided or funded by religious groups and 

giving the masses a sense of “identity” and 

“entitlement”. 

The humongous flow of money can be seen by 

how grand these events are becoming. They are 

not merely celebrations but events to show 

dominance. I have never seen a Mahashivratri 

celebrated for two whole weeks. But now, whole 

colonies, especially those situated near temples, 

are decorated and covered with saffron flags. 

And in the colonies where non-Hindu live, it 

seems like there is some kind of competition of 

“flags”.  The local leaders make their presence 

in their events and show that they are with them. 

So, there is a link between how political parties 

use Hindu culture and traditions to make their 

space without even giving speeches or just by 

marking their presence and making the people 

feel like they are with them.  

Election campaigning is not the only source of 

making them visible. They are making these 

social platforms their stage where they tell 

people who belong to dominant religion that 

they can celebrate their festivals the way they 

want. Now, this clearly gives people the “sense 

of entitlement”. And even the loud music is 

allowed. The traffic jams are allowed. Because 

they have declared “we are with you”. So, their 

“solidarity” never preaches the mass to be civil 

to other citizens, especially to non-Hindus. And 

here comes a great responsibility of state 

machinery. They have to maintain law and order 

but also have to make sure that no one from the 

people of that celebration should be held 

accountable for any misconduct. We have seen 

multiple cases of such misconducts during 

kanwad yatra, Durga Pooja, Ramanavami.  

Kunal Vohra’s ‘Longen Folk to go on 

Pilgrimage’ shows how devotees in these yatras 

get involved and facilitated by hotel rooms, 

customised saffron tshirts, tattoo artists’ stalls, 

eateries and much more. So, this is how faith gets 

capitalised.  

 “THE SANGH PARIVAR WANTS UNITY, BUT WITH 

THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE DIVISION (CASTE)” 

Bhartiya Janata Party has always been “election 

ready” and they are trying so hard to spread their 

venom in two states where communist 

consciousness is strong, i.e. West Bengal and 

Kerala. 

In upcoming elections, they will make 

significant changes which is very visible in the 

READERS’ CORNER 

HINDUTVA POLITICS AND CORPORATE 

CAPITALISM ARE MADE FOR EACH OTHER 
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way they are playing right now. RSS Shakhas are 

increasing there rapidly. Their agenda of making 

every issue about Hindutva is being propagated 

largely through Whatsapp and on the local level, 

as the Shakhas are training them heavily to fight 

against “immigrants” (who came from 

Bangladesh) 

So, common people’s lack of resources is being 

capitalised as a communal issue. If they don’t 

have enough housing facilities, they put blame 

on Bangladeshi Muslims. This division has 

always been there but the way BJP is playing 

“divide and rule” is going to change West 

Bengal forever.  

West Bengal has never been obsessed with 

Ramanavami like they are with Durga Pujo. But 

the way Ramanavami and “Jai Shri Ram” has 

been exported to West Bengal is worrisome.  

This North Indian hegemony will take over not 

only the authenticity of such a multicultural state 

but also, the political consciousness of the 

people of West Bengal. 

OLIGARCHIC SOCIETY AND MODERN SLAVERY 

The current capitalist system is a mixed version 

of western capitalism and Manusmriti’s “code of 

conduct”. Post-globalization era was a cultural 

shock for many oppressed castes as it couldn’t 

provide them the space which they required. The 

rich and upper middle class may have upgraded 

their living standard, but the socio-economic gap 

between them has broadened after globalization. 

There is no way caste can survive in the 

competitive capital market. The globalized 

market is more competitive than the classical 

capital market that Marx analyzed.  

Globalization can be seen as shifting of Dalit-

Bahujan labour from feudal agrarian society to 

low paid income private jobs with extremely 

poor working conditions and that too, with no 

financial security. 

It takes generations to upgrade the living 

standard of the oppressed community. And post-

1990, it slowed down in a distressful manner.   

And talking about the social agenda of the 

largest religious organisation masquerading as 

an NGO, the Sangh Parivar and its sister 

organisations in rural areas propagated the idea 

of “Hindi” as their national language. Here 

comes their agenda of keeping the lower caste 

people away from the free market. They have 

been excluded from the learning of English so 

that they can’t compete with other privileged 

middle and upper middle class and upper caste 

youth. In this way, they accomplish their goal of 

keeping that “code of conduct” intact with the 

co-existence of capitalism.  

HOW KERALA IS RESISTING   

When it comes to Kerala, most news coverage 

we see is about tussle between communist 

organisations and the RSS, mainly focusing on 

the former’s attacks on the latter. But in real, the 

number of political killings is equal on both 

sides. Because this is more about revenge than 

ideology. RSS use their funds to financially 

assist the families of those activists who lose 

their lives in these tussles in order to make them 

loyal to the RSS. This way, even if a family loses 

their child, they remain loyal and even give their 

other children for the RSS’s cause. They receive 

lakhs of rupees when their son dies as an activist. 

In this way, the RSS is trying hard to bribe the 

communist state’s consciousness because 

traditionally Kerala has had high literacy and 

unlike our ‘mainland’ states, Kerala is not 

divided in ghettos of marginalised communities. 

Keralites have also seen the least number of 

communal riots and their literacy deters them to 

an extent to get cozy with the idea of “Hindu 

Rashtra”.  

Additionally, as an example, when a big crisis 

like the Kerala floods, comradeship of the 

communists emerged in such a way that was no 

match for any other ‘swayamsevak sangathan’. 

Center didn't even bother to provide proper aid 

during that crisis. As a result, people realized to 

an extent why the communist ideology is very 

much necessary for their survival.   



THE TRUTH / Issue 8 / December 2020                                                                                                                                      65 

 

PUCL’S INQUIRY REPORT ON HATHRAS INCIDENT 

A 19 year old girl, daughter of a landless-poor 

peasant, belonging to Scheduled Caste (Valmiki) 

of village Boolgarhi in Chandpa police station of 

Baghana Gram Panchayat of Hathras, District 

Mahamaya Nagar (Aligarh Division) of Uttar 

Pradesh was gang raped on September 14, 2020.  

Two weeks later, the victim died at Safdarjung 

Hospital in New Delhi at around 5 am on 

September 29. A case has been registered against 

four named accused under the relevant 

provisions of IPC and Scheduled Castes and 

Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 

1989. Presently, the case is under CBI 

investigation under the supervision of the 

Allahabad High Court. Apart from this case UP 

government has registered other cases against 

those persons belonging public protests against 

the role of police and government in this case. 

Amongst these cases, One case is against four 

persons who have been charged with hatching 

conspiracy for tarnishing the image of the 

government and creating a big riot in the state. 

These alleged accused are presently languishing 

in Mathura jail. They have also been charged 

with   hatching a conspiracy to incite riot, 

treason, conduct anti-national activities with 

foreign funding. These cases are being 

investigated by the Special Task Force (STF) 

under the state government, separate from the 

purview of the CBI investigation. 

There are prima facie evidence and statements of 

family members of deceased about the 

negligence and conspiratorial role of police and 

administrative officers, burning the dead body of 

the deceased to Tamper with the evidence, 

depriving funeral rituals and customs , 

threatening to kill the family of the deceased by 

police firing, character assassination of the 

deceased. These are offenses under Section 4 (1) 

HATHRAS: A BLACK STORY 

INQUIRY REPORT BY PUCL 

People’s Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL) 

Uttar Pradesh constituted an inquiry team 

and visited Hathras, UP in November 

2020 to inquire about the recent heinous 

gangrape-murder of a Dalit woman. 

The Team comprised: Manish Sinha, 

Seema Azad, Alok, Vidushi, Siddhant Raj, 

Shashikant, KB Maurya, Tauheed, KM 

Bhai and Kamal Singh. 

The inquiry report was published on 10th 

November 2020 and was released 

through a press conference in Press Club, 

Lucknow, UP on 21st November. It has also 

been published in the December 2020 

issue of PUCL Bulletin (Vol. XXXX No. 12). 

The report has been reproduced below 

with permission for readers of The Truth. 

https://thewire.in/rights/hathras-rape-victims-family-living-under-house-arrest-says-civil-rights-body
https://thewire.in/rights/hathras-rape-victims-family-living-under-house-arrest-says-civil-rights-body
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of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 

Act 1989 on which case against the concerned 

officers must be registered. Despite this, 

cognizance is not being taken on them. There is 

one another major allegation of the complainant 

that negligence has been done in the treatment of 

the deceased and her death has occurred in 

suspicious circumstances. He alleged a big 

conspiracy to erase the evidence of the case, in 

which police-administration and politicians have 

been colluding with accused. 

Many facts related to this case of gang rape and 

murder have come to light through social activist 

teams and media reports. However, the family 

members of the deceased had expressed their 

distrust of the UP government and the 

investigating agencies including the CBI, 

demanding the case to be transferred out of the 

state and investigation and protection by a team 

constituted by the Supreme Court. The Supreme 

Court has resolved the CBI investigation under 

the supervision of the High Court. The High 

Court after consideration of the petition of the 

complainant instructed fair, impartial and 

reliable investigation. For protection of the 

relatives of deceased Central Reserve Police 

Force has been posted and complainant’s prayer 

of transfer of the case outside the state could be 

considered after conclusion of inquiry. 

Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh had claimed that 

under the guise of the Hathras case, several 

organizations are conspiring to spread ethnic 

violence in Uttar Pradesh. On similar charges, 

journalist Siddique Kappan of Malappuram, 

Atiq-ur Rehman of Muzaffarnagar, Masood 

Ahmed of Bahraich and Alam of Rampur are 

arrested and lodged in Mathura jail under serious 

sections of the penal code. They are accused of 

conspiring to incite riots, treason, conducting 

anti national activities with foreign funding. The 

government alleged that all four are members of 

the Popular Front of India (PFI) and Campus 

Front of India (CFI). According to state 

Government, Popular Front of India (PFI) is a 

militant Islamic organization, Campus Front of 

India (CFI) is its student organization of PFI. 

These organisations were blamed by the UP 

government for the violence during the Shaheen 

Bagh movement against the Citizenship Law 

(CAA). Apart from this, one more case has been 

registered against the Congress leader Shyouraj 

Jeevan for making inflammatory statements in 

the police station. Both cases are now being 

investigated by special task force (STF) under 

UP govt. 

More than a dozen cases have been filed in 

several districts of the state on those who were 

protesting against the role of police and 

government in the Hathras incident. In this 

process Separate cases were filed against Bhim 

Army President Chandra Shekhar Azad, BJP 

leader former MLA Rajvir Singh Pehalwan, 

Congress District President Chandragupta 

Vikramaditya, Savarna Parishad national 

campaigner Pankaj Dhavaraiah. There is a 

general discussion that the government can also 

increase the scope of investigation of STF in 

these cases. There are also allegations of police 

and administration creating atmosphere of fear 

and terror among citizens and suppressing civil 

rights. 

PUCL INQUIRY 

Uttar Pradesh PUCL team members Manish 

Sinha, Seema Azad, Alok, Vidushi, Siddhant 

Raj, Shashikant, KB Maurya, Tauheed, KM 

Bhai and Kamal Singh visited Hathras on 4 

October 2020 in sequence of directives issued by 

High Court to CBI and  in the background  of 

CBI investigation civil investigation , PUCL has 

conducted a civil investigation. In order to make 

it easy to understand, a brief description of the 

facts related to the incident is compiled and the 

socio – economic background   has been given 

in which the heinous act was executed. This 

would also be helpful to point out the 

weaknesses of the ongoing investigation. 

This PUCL team reached Boolgarhi on 4 

November mid-afternoon. There was silence in 

the village. On entering Boolgarhi, we saw a 

house surrounded by the gunmen of the CRPF. 

0ne of them posted on the roof of the house was 
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staring at us with a gun in his hand. There were 

four or six jawans in front of the home of 

aggrieved party. As soon as we got out of the car, 

a fellow relating to the local intelligence unit  

met us with a register . He noted  down names 

and addresses of all of us. Before entering there 

was a shambled (ruined) courtyard in front of 

victim’s   home, where CRPF personnel 

interrogated us and entered the names, 

addresses, mobile numbers etc. in a register. 

They saw our identity cards and took photos. We 

passed through the metal detector and reached 

the deceased's home. Around sixty years of age, 

ripe hair, a cultured gentleman looked at us with 

sadeyes  questions. He was the father of the 

deceased. We introduced ourselves and 

explained our purpose of coming, sharing their 

sorrow we expressed condolence. We told him 

that we are here to enquire the case on behalf of 

citizens inquiry and to render, whatever 

assistance you require . He invited us to come 

into his house . Theirs  was a two room  house 

with paved walls and paved ceilings, had  mud 

floors. We sat on a takhat and three chaarpai in 

the  courtyard, smeared with cowdung,  of the 

house. We all took  water as we were feeling 

somewhat thirsty. We started our investigation 

between the security personnel deployed on the 

terrace staring  into the CC TV camera on the 

roof wall. Apart from the father of the deceased  

both the elder brothers and , one Bhabhi, a sister 

and mother of the deceased in veil were present. 

There was also something in what he told about 

the incident, which has not been revealed in the 

media so far. When asked about the security, 

they said, "Since CRPF personnel are here, there 

is relief. Earlier , we were extremely scared 

when state the police-PAC people were 

deployed. They used to eat and drink in Thakurs 

(accused) house, establishing  relations with 

them. Their  attitude towards us was 

disrespectful and the pressure of the 

administration officials was  of  bullying kind. "  

So now is  every thing is all right? we asked. The  

father of the deceased replied, "How long will 

the CRPF stay here! We have lost our daughter, 

now I am worried about my two son’s lives. 

There are houses of Thakurs all around us. There 

are a total four family of the valmiki caste 

(society). Earlier (about 19 years ago) there was 

a mortal attack on my father(the deceased's late 

grand father) by these people (belonging to the 

accused family), he could barely survive. He  

was hit by a scythe on the neck, to  survive he  

had to get stitches on his head  The case went on, 

but with the passage of time, taking advantage of 

the pressure, terror, temptation and compulsions, 

the affidavits from the  witness were made and 

they got hostile. In the end we too gave up." He 

was bitter about his experience , while  seeking 

justice from the court. It was betrayal  , the 

police-administration, accused nexus was 

domineering   and threatening .  "Now My only 

worry is for the life of my remaining children". 

He exclaimed in a weeping, despondent, 

frightened voice. My  daughter's was perhaps , 

destined to meet this fate . We  clean the drain 

and the dirt. Our daughter too has fallen prey to 

the same mess. Now these two children have to 

save their lives. That's what I tell them to settle 

somewhere else. 

"We were speechless. Neither of us had the 

courage to give assurance. It definitely said that 

injustice has been done to you and there are 

many people with you in the country. It is a fact 

that most people, including the head of the 

village panchayat, are in favor of Thakurs. It 

cannot be denied that there is  reasonable  doubt 

that under such social environment and the 

administrative hostility , victim's family can at 

all be protected . This ground reality of Indian 

democracy cannot be denied. Only strong 

democratic movement in the area could protect  

the family and stop such type of  crime .  We 

asked  what has happened to the government 

assurance a job will be given to a family member 

. It was said in response, "Nothing has happened 

so far”,  however  25 lakh rupees have  come in 

the bank account". 

BOOLGARHI VILLAGE OF HATHRAS 

Boolgarhi village, located about 12 km from 

Hathras headquarters is one Majra(sub village) 
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of Bhagana village.. Its population is near about 

500. It has about 66 houses. Here the Thakur 

caste is predominant. Apart from Brahmins, 

Banias, there is also a family of Nai and Prajapati 

caste people. The father of the deceased told that 

the victim's family did not have any ancestral 

land. They were living by rearing Pig, goat, 

buffalo and other cattle and working in the fields 

belonging  Thakurs.' There was an almost 

bonded labor situation. In 1997, under the 

government scheme, he got a lease of five bighas 

of agricultural land. The Thakurs had a greedy 

eye on the land. It was the same period when the 

attack on the life of deceased's grandfather  by 

the Thakurs of the accused family took place . 

The four brothers in the accused family together 

own more than about 60-70 bighas of land. This 

is a domineering family of the village. It has  

dispute with other Thakur families of the village, 

which has led to many cases. The behavior of the 

accuse is not good. They also take drugs. 

The father of the deceased told that apart from 

farming with the family and taking care of seven 

cattle, including buffalo, he works partially as a 

safai karmchari in a school nearby. Both brothers 

of the deceased got education upto  intermediate 

(12th)classes. The eldest of these brothers has 

also learned mobile repairing work. He is 

employed with MCM Mobile Company in 

Noida. Second brother is employed in  Dr. Lal 

Path Labs in Noida. At the time of the incident, 

the eldest  brother was in the village and the 

other one was  in Noida. On receiving the news 

, this second brother immediately returned from 

Noida. He was in the hospital with his mother in 

looking after his sister. The deceased also 

studied till the primary school in the village. 

After this, the study could not continue further. 

Asked the reason for the ‘drop out’ he said, 

“There is no school in the village. The schools 

that are nearby are at a distance of one and a half 

or  two kilometers”. After this, he said in a low 

voice, "Education is not easy in our Valmiki 

society. There is a lot of discrimination. There 

are many problems and fear of sending girls 

away. This is the reason why there is not much 

attention given to the education of girls in our 

society. when asked, he also told that there is a 

separate cremation in the village for our caste. 

People of other castes do not perform cremation 

there. The problem of untouchability still exists. 

Even local BJP MLA was from Valmiki caste. 

Now he is MP from this lok sabha constituency. 

When he visits Thakurs' house, he  takes his 

glass  with him for drinking water. There he does 

not sit on the chair He sits on the ground and take 

his own duree with him to sit . 

Both Hathras Vidhan Sabha and Lok Sabha are 

reserved for Scheduled Castes. The main 

competition here is between the BSP and the 

BJP. BSP has its base mainly amongst the jatavs 

. Since the time of Kalyan Singh(BJP stalwart), 

there has been an alliance between Ati pichhada, 

and Maha Dalit castes with upper castes. In both 

Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha elections, the 

representative of Maha Dalit Valmiki caste  wins 

on the BJP ticket. Actually, Valmiki caste in 

West Uttar Pradesh has a significant vote bank. 

Earlier, they were Congress supporters, now 

Valmiki caste  is with BJP. The entire family of 

the deceased voted for the BJP. 

DETAILS OF INCIDENT 

• According to the FIR Cr. No. 0136 lodged at 

Chandpa police station, the incident was 

registered on September 14, 2020, around 

9.30 am, under Section 307 Indian Penal 

Code and under Section 3(2) (v)Scheduled 

Castes / Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) 

Act, 1989. Victim's statement U/S 164 (now 

dying declaration) recorded before  the 

Magistrate dated September 22, 2020.  

Investigation officer (IO) Brahma Singh 

recorded the statement of victim U/S 161 

CrPC  section 376 D of IPC (group rape) has 

been added. Along with accused Sandeep (18 

years)Three more Lavkush (19 years), Ravi 

(28 years) and Ramsingh (30 years) have 

been named by the victim as accused. 

Lavkush and Sandeep are friends and the 

other two accused are in relation to the family 

of accused Sandeep. All the accused belong 
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to the Thakur caste. The victim died on 

September 29, 2020, morning (around 5 am) 

at Safdarjung Hospital in New Delhi.   Only 

a day before the  deceased was referred here 

for treatment from Jawaharlal Nehru  

Medical College, Aligarh, . The local BJP 

MP says that he had tried for it. The plaintiff 

side says that she was recovering in Aligarh, 

they saw a conspiracy in sending her to Delhi. 

• The details of the incident: The victim along 

with her mother was collecting grass and 

fodder for animals in the field where Millet 

crop stood. There was a gap between the two. 

After some time, the mother, not finding the 

girl, thought that she must have gone home to 

take water. On the way home, she saw the 

girl's slippers in the field. When she looked 

for the girl, she found that she was injured 

and lying  in the middle of the standing crop 

in the field and was semi- naked. Her throat 

was strangled, her hands and legs were not 

working, her eyes were red and bloody, the 

tongue was clenched between the teeth and it 

was scarred. She was unable to speak. The 

mother shouted. With elder son mother and 

victim, somehow reached the nearest police 

station Chandpa by motorcycle within half an 

hour of the incident . There was a platform at 

police station where victim was laid down. 

The eldest son wrote the first information of 

the incident in a few lines. Contrary  to it 

,according to tahreer the Head Muharrir 

narrated the information  and Constable 

Munesh Kumar  typed it. Complainant also 

said the copy of the FIR was not given to him. 

Though it is mandatory . The informant also 

said the police behavior was not proper. 

Police alleged  that the girl is only acting  and  

were told that  the way  you  have come by 

bike with victim, take her to the hospital also. 

Later, the victim was sent on a tempo  with 

two lady police  personnel  to the Bagla Joint 

District Hospital, Hathras.  After preliminary 

investigation and first aid, the victim was sent 

to Jawaharlal Nehru Medical College and 

Hospital (JLNMC), Aligarh. These two lady 

police constable returned from the Bagla 

Joint District Hospital to the police station, 

they did not accompany  the victim to Aligarh 

Hospital. Only mother and brother were  with 

her. 

VICTIM’S STATEMENT BEFORE MAGISTRATE 

• The victim was admitted to the General Ward 

of JNMC Hospital on 14 September. She was 

seriously injured, tongue was bruised  and 

swollen. She was not in a position to make a 

statement. There was bleeding in the eyes due 

to strangulation; severe injuries in  the neck 

and back, she was not able to breathe 

properly, the entire body below the neck was 

almost paralyzed (Quadriplegia) due to a 

spinal cord injury. According to a letter 

written by CMD of JNMC Hospital 

Neurosurgery Department to CMO, the 

victim's condition was very critical. She was 

referred to the Department of Neurosurgery, 

Forensic, Ophthalmology, Obstetrics and 

Gynecology for medical treatment and 

transferred to the Department of Intensive 

care. 

• There is a big difference in the statements of 

the complainant and the investigating 

agencies This point is necessary for a CBI 

inquiry under the supervision of High Court. 

The complainant, the second brother of the 

deceased and the mother of the deceased told 

to PUCL team that the condition of the victim 

was recovering in JNMC Hospital’ Aligarh. 

She  had started talking . The doctors also 

gave permission to take tea and biscuits. She 

named the four accused and told all about the 

incident. The complainant went to office of 

Hathras,  Superintendent of Police on 

September 19 and gave written application 

informing about the names of the four 

accused and the gang rape as narrated by 

victim. The complainant’s application was 

kept in the SP office and verbal assurance 

was given that the investigation would be 

done accordingly. The acknowledgment of 
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receiving complainant's application and copy 

was not given to him. 

• As victim was capable to give statement the 

Head of Department of Neurosurgery’ JLN 

Medical College, Aligarh MF Hooda wrote 

for recording her statement before 

magistrate. In such type of cases it is essential 

responsibility of the doter. Thus, on 

September 22, the victim's statements were 

recorded before the magistrate (Now his 

statement is a dying declaration of the 

victim). After that Investigating  officer CO 

Sadabad Brahm Singh also recorded victim's 

statement under section Section 161 CrPC. 

On the basis of this statement, the charges 

under 307, 325 Indian Penal Code  changes 

and the charge of 376D (gang rape) added. 

The name of Lavkush, Ravi and Ramsingh 

joined with Sandeep as accused based on the 

victim's statement. 

• Section 3(2)(v) of the Scheduled Castes and 

Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 

was already in FIR. After the death of the 

victim on 29 September'2020, Section 307 

has been amended and Section 302 IPC has  

been added. 

MLC REPORT AND FORENSIC INVESTIGATION 

• On September 22, 2020 at Jawaharlal Nehru 

Medical College Hospital, Aligarh,  

According to the details recorded in the 

medical examination (Medico-Legal 

Examination Report – MLC) by Dr. Faiz 

Ahmed. The use of force on the vaginal 

orifice and complete penis penetration has 

been confirmed by the report. Report also 

recorded the victim was gagged with her 

dupattaa  and threatened with murder  during 

the incident and names of the four accused 

persons mentioned. The report mentioned  

gang rape as well.   For forensic examination 

the specimen was sent to Agra to examine 

sperm (semen) in the vagina. (MLC Report 

and Forensic Investigation Report Annexure-

1 & Annexure-2) 

• Forensic examination report did not find  any 

traces of sperm in vaginal cleaning. The test 

for forensic investigation was carried out on 

September 22, eight days after the incident. 

Its report came on September 25, after 11 

days of the incident. Samples should be taken 

within 72 hours of the incident for forensic 

examination in rape cases, sperm does not 

survive after 90 hours. 

ROLE OF POLICE AND ADMINISTRATION 

There are also many questions  in this case about 

the role of police and administrative officers. 

According to the statements of the aggrieved   

party, charges have to be made against the police 

and administrative officers under Section 4 of 

the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Act, 

for negligence  of  duty, coercive measures, 

intimidation ,bullying the witnesses and 

tampering of evidence. 

• SHO Chandpa has been removed from the 

police station and sent to the police line, 

which is considered a kind of punishment. 

District Superintendent of Police Vikrant Vir 

has been suspended. The role of the Collector 

is also under question, even the High Court 

has asked about the role of the Collector. 

Apart from the departmental inquiry, no FIR 

or case has been filed against the police and 

officers in relation to the allegations. 

• Most objectionable role of police and 

administration is their statements in which 

the police officers denied rape. Instead of 

discharging their duty of  investigating the 

case, the SHO made such statements that in 

the FIR the brother of the victim did not say 

anything  about the rape. Although even at 

that time the victim was saying that 

Zabardasti has been done with her . which in 

common parlance is considered rape . The 

Superintendent of Police also gave a 

statement to the press that the incident was 

not of rape, while the MLC report indicated 

traces of coercion on the genitals and 

complete penetration forcefully done . Even 

the statements of the Superintendent of 
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Police regarding the forensic report are a 

matter of criticism. Additional Director 

General Prashant Kumar (Law and Order) 

has denied the rape citing the forensic report 

absence of sperm in the vaginal swab and the 

cause of death of the victim due to neck 

injury according the postmortem report. 

When the prosecution agency  is conducting 

itself in such a manner, then , how much hope 

for justice of  remains! 

• Despite being named FIR, accused Sandeep 

was allowed to roam about freely  till 

September 19 and there was no effort to 

investigating complaint. The clothes the 

victim wearing at the time of the incident 

were not taken for evidence. Two lady 

constable who had gone with the victim, to 

the district joint hospital were also recalled. 

No one was  sent to  Aligarh JLNM Hospital 

where the victim was  referred  to for 

treatment, no arrangements were made to 

escort her or to provide police protection. 

• The deceased's face was shown only at the 

time of the father's permission for the post 

postmortem. After that, no family was 

allowed to see the deceased. 

• Father and family members of victim was 

informed about the death on September 29 at 

5 am. The post postmortem was done by 11 

am. Father and other family members sat in 

Safdar Ganj Hospital waiting till late night to 

take the dead body. He was not even allowed 

to see the dead body. Even the media was not 

allowed to get a glimpse of the corpse. In the 

middle of the night, the police forced the 

father and family members into a police van 

and brought them Boolgarhi. The corpse was 

in another vehicle. Victim’s father and 

brother were  not told about it . A police force 

was stationed at the crematorium in the 

village. Father and brother were asked to visit 

the crematorium to burn the dead body. The 

father and brother refused and asked to take 

the dead body home and perform the last rites 

according their belief  and customs in day 

only after the last darshan. 

• The family members of deceased stated , 

"There were around 50-60 people from the 

family and fraternity in the village, most of 

them were women. No one was  allowed to 

see the deceased despite pleading 

pathetically again and again. The women 

were pushed away. Even women were 

pushed onto the barbed wire of the field. 

Threatened to shoot. "In this way, the corpse 

was burnt by the police itself using force 

contrary to the wishes of the family. Who 

wanted  funeral according to tradition and 

rituals. 

• The brother of the deceased says that the first 

crime with his sister is rape and murder, the 

second crime is to burn her  without funeral. 

This is the second crime committed by 

police-administrative officers. 

• According to the complainant, with the caste 

biased derogatory scolding, the District 

Magistrate said, “If your daughter would 

have died in corona (COVID-19), would you 

get compensation?” … “The media will 

leave, we will stay here!  The question is 

"Whether we should  take compensation or 

not!” 

• After the demise for  several days the victim's 

family remain almost under the conditions of 

house arrest though illegally . There was a 

ban on meeting anyone from the victim's 

family and a tremendous police cordon was 

set up. Even press, media channel, social 

activists, civil society and political persons 

were not allowed to meet victim family. 

STORY OF LOVE AFFAIR: CHARACTER 

ASSASSINATION OF THE DECEASED 

• The accused Sandeep wrote a letter from jail 

on 7 October addressed to Hathras 

Superintendent of Police which was 

immediately leaked to the media. The letter 

has thumb prints of all four accused including 

Sandeep.  In the letter of accused Sandeep 
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and others pleaded their innocence. Sandeep 

claimed he was friend of the deceased. He 

wrote, "I had a friendship with her. We used 

to meet and sometimes talked on phone. Her 

family didn't like our friendship. In this letter 

accepting his presence he said’ " On the day 

of occurrence I met her, her mother and one 

brother was also with her. At the behest of 

them, I immediately returned  back to  my 

house , joined my father who was feeding 

animals. I later came to know from the 

villagers that due to friendly relations 

between us she was badly beaten by her 

mother and brother, causing such severe 

injuries that at last she died. I never beat her 

or did anything wrong with her." 

Investigating agencies supplied this letter to 

the media and Spicy contents mixed with it. 

Thus a concocted story prepared for 

womanizers and persons started indulging 

sexy gossip. Media published reports quoted 

investigative agencies that there were 104 

calls between cell phone numbers belonging 

accused Sandeep and the brother of the 

deceased. The period of these calls was of six 

months; from 13 October 2019 to March 

2020. total duration was approximate 5 

hours. Out of these, 62 calls were made by 

Sandeep. Citing sources from the 

investigating agencies media reported 

according call detail report (CDR) in these 

calls about 60 calls were at night. While 

giving it color, it was concocted that though 

the cell phone belongs brother of the 

deceased but through his wife (Bhabhi of the 

deceased) accused Sandeep and the deceased 

used to talk in secret. 

• The complainant family says that there is 

only one mobile in the house. This belongs to 

the brother of the victim. The mobile number 

is linked to the NREGA. By adding the time 

of some periods of six months, it is being 

presented in such a way that it was used for 

confidential talks between the accused and 

the deceased. The Bhabhi of victim's said that 

her nanad (sister of husband) had told a few 

days before the incident that the accused 

Sandeep used to tease her. She try to avoid 

getting out of the house alone due to this. The 

accused are lustful and drugged type crooks. 

Sandeep had a ill intention towards the 

deceased. 

• The family concerned said that even the 

investigation conducted by CBI is not 

trustworthy. According to them, instead of 

conducting investigation based on concrete 

evidence, CBI asking such dubious questions 

as purpose to fabricating evidence and 

somehow confirm concocted stories of "love 

affair" and “Honor killing”. 

• Investigation agencies and now CBI, has 

visited place of occurrence so many times, 

the crime scene is being watched by 

recreating repeatedly. The complainants say, 

"Our relatives, the families in which the 

daughters are married and their families, the 

people in the village and area are being 

questioned about the relationship of the 

accused and the deceased and about the 

character of the deceased." During all this it 

is necessary that the CBI should not attempt 

to break the morale of the complainant, to 

frustrate them and to confuse the direction of 

the investigation for seeking truth. 

• In the team of PUCL investigation, many 

citizens say that rumor and false propaganda 

about the character of the deceased is being 

carried out in favor of the accused by the 

administration and upper caste bullies. A 

section of the media, in which the upper caste 

elements dominate, is directly or indirectly 

playing a supporting role in such propaganda 

and spreading rumors. There are efforts the 

direction of investigation turned towards the 

honor killing pointing complainants as 

culprit.  And thus by terrorizing and 

demoralizing Complainants could be 

silenced. 
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FINDINGS OF CIVIL INQUIRY 

• Apart from the protection of the complainant, 

arrangements should be made for 

rehabilitation of the deceased family from the 

Nirbhaya Fund. 

• The promise of government service to a 

member of the family of the decease should 

be fulfilled immediately. 

• To stop rumors State Government and CBI 

should be directed so that no one could 

tarnish the character of the deceased and such 

type act be treated as a crime. 

• In this case those officers who were negligent 

in their duty, criminal proceedings must be 

started against them. 

• District Magistrate and other higher officials 

who have stated before press that the victim 

was not raped their act should be taken as an 

intervention in investigation and be 

prosecuted. Only departmental action against 

them is not sufficient. 

• In connection with Hathras gang rape case, 

other cases including the case for conspiring 

riot, tarnishing government image, the case 

of sedition in which four  alleged accused are 

in jail, and which  is presently being  

investigated  by STF, must be investigated by 

CBI  under supervision of higher court. 

• The law and order situation in Utter Pradesh 

is much worse. Communal polarization, Dalit 

oppression and women oppression is in 

extreme. The RSS and Hindutva 

organizations are running parallel power. 

Bureaucracy is confused due to it. There is no 

rule of law. Officers behave arbitrary and in 

autocratic manner. Government officials 

have failed to perform their duty because they 

are busy to appease the government and 

Hindutva goons. After this mass rape 

incident of Hathras, Chief Minister Yogi 

Adityanath cannot mislead facts by 

concocted stories of conspiracy, spread 

public outrage and the conspiracy to spread 

caste riots. The hallmark of truth can be seen 

from the latest report of the National Crime 

Records Bureau: 

o Uttar Pradesh has been at the forefront 

of crime cases in 2018. In 2018, Uttar 

Pradesh had 59,445 cases of crime 

against women (of all kinds), 

compared to 57,011 in 2017 and 

49,262 in 2016. Of these, Uttar 

Pradesh recorded 3,946 cases of 

sexual violence and rape in 2018. 

Meaning that 11 rape cases are filed 

every day in the state. 

o The UP government has also not been 

able to spend the budget received in 

the year 2013 to 2019 under the 

Nirbhaya Fund.  Of 324.8 crore 

received by   Uttar Pradesh, only Rs.  

216.75 crore was utilised, which is 

only about 65 percent of the entire 

budget. Like Uttar Pradesh, other 

states also failed to spend the Nirbhaya 

Fund. The fund provides financial 

assistance and rehabilitation to rape 

victims. 

o Uttar Pradesh is at the forefront of 

Dalit oppression related abuses. A 

total of 45,935 cases of crime against 

people belonging to Scheduled Castes 

(SC, ST) community were registered 

in India during 2019, of which 11,829 

cases have been registered in Uttar 

Pradesh alone. This number is 25.8 

percent of the total cases in the 

country, which is the highest. 

After this fact, the use of NSA  or oppressive 

measures against the agitated people in protest 

against the law and order situation in the state 

and the conspiracy by Uttar Pradesh Chief 

Minister Yogi Aditya Nath to spoil the image of 

the government in the state and to cause caste 

riots in fact. Govt suppression of civil rights and 

is working against the democratic principles. 
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ALL INDIA GENERAL STRIKE 

26TH

 NOVEMBER 2020 

Ten Central Trade Unions of India gave the call of nationwide general strike on 26th November 2020. 

According to reports, 25 crores workers across sectors all over the country joined the strike, which 

was also supported by the All India Kisan Sangharsh Coordination Committee (AIKSCC), a joint 

platform of over 250 farmers organizations. 

Mazdoor Adhikar Sangharsh Abhiyan (MASA), a joint platform of 15 trade union federations and 

workers organizations, also supported the strike and gave a call to launch a decisive and militant 

working class struggle against Capitalism. 

Delhi // Central Trade Unions Patna, Bihar // IFTU (Sarwahara) 

Bhubaneswar, Odisha // TUCI 

Udham Singh Nagar, Uttarakhand // IMK, Mazdoor Sahyog Kendra 

Ludhiana, Punjab // Inqlabi Mazdoor Kendra Punjab 

Andhra Pradesh // Indian Federation of Trade Unions (IFTU) 
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Sonipat, Haryana // Jan Sangharsh Manch Haryana Jaipur, Rajasthan // Krantikari Nirman Mazdoor Sangaathan [TUCI] 

Gurgaon, Haryana // IMK, MSK, CTUs Karnataka // Karnataka Shramik Shakthi 

Tamil Nadu // DTUC 
Rohtas, Bihar // Grameen Mazdoor Union, Bihar  

Mumbai, Maharashtra // TUCI  

Telangana // IFTU Kolkata, WB // FITE 
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On the occasion of the 200th birthday of 

Comrade Friedrich Engels, the Proletarian 

Unity Forum (PUF) organized a Webinar on 

28th November 2020 from 5 pm to 7:30 pm 

on its Facebook Page. 

The background of the Webinar was 

‘Remembering Friedrich Engels on his 200th 

birth anniversary’ and the topic was 

‘Conditions of Working Class Today & Tasks 

Ahead’. 

The speakers in the order of their speech 

were Comrades: Mukesh Aseem, Ajay Sinha 

(PRC, CPI ML), Munish Kumar (Samajvadi 

Lokmanch), Arulanandasamy (Communist 

Workers Platform), Rajneesh Bharti 

(Rashtriya Janvadi Morcha), Subhashish 

Mukherjee, Madhav Bhonde (SUCI), Prasad 

V. 

The speakers spoke about the relevance and 

incalculable theoretical contribution made 

by Comrade Engels, along with emphasizing 

upon the tasks ahead for the revolutionary 

forces in light of the conditions of the 

working class today. All speakers 

highlighted the necessity of a common 

platform today aimed for moving towards 

unity of the revolutionary forces. 

The language was English and Hindi in the 

alternate with each speaker sharing their 

views for about 20 minutes. 

The complete video of the Webinar can be 

seen by clicking here (Facebook link). 

REMEMBERING FRIEDRICH ENGELS 

PROLETARIAN UNITY FORUM’S WEBINAR 

CONDITION OF WORKING CLASS TODAY & TASKS AHEAD 

(28TH

 NOVEMBER 2020) 

https://www.facebook.com/104679301472547/videos/686891508687751

