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EDITORIAL

PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION IN INDIA
SHALL ARRIVE RIDING THE WAVES OF
PEASANT UNREST
The peasant movement against the Modi's procorporate agriculture reforms laws has been
going on unabated for more than a month now,
undaunted by more than three dozen of sacrifices
of precious peasants' lives, young and old both,
on account of severe cold. As these lines are
being penned, the patience of the agitators shows
no sign of yielding and desperation is yet quite
far from setting in. Nevertheless, the peasant
leaders have sought to intensify their struggle by
taking a bold and confrontationist line against
the most unfaithful Modi regime people have so
far seen. They have announced a series of steps
for intensifying the movement between January
6 and January 26 in the new year if the
government denies to accept their main demands
in the next round of negotiation to be held on
January 4, 2021. As a conclusion of these steps,
they have again declared to enter into the Delhi
city on 26th January, the Republic Day and stage
Kisan Gantantra Parade with their tractors
decorated with tri-colour.
On the other hand, more peasants from across all
over the country are pouring in and joining the
ranks of those holding positions at Delhi borders
in spite of biting cold waves. Young and teenage
people i.e. the sons and daughters of peasants
from neighbouring states like Punjab and
Haryana have also joined their guardians and
vowed to play the role of front runners in the
next round of struggle which will surely see its
further intensification. Sympathy of the
countrymen of all walks is all along with them
and increasing making it one of the most popular
and spontaneous movement that many of us
won't have seen. This inspires all of us to salute
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their unflinching courage of sacrifice that has
brought new awakening not only in the peasant
masses but in the whole country against the
corporates led by its puppet, the Modi
government. Let us all greet and welcome this
new awakening with warmth. We eagerly wait
for and take a pledge to work towards their
turning into a revolutionary consciousness
against the very foundation of the reactionary
rule of Capital that has 'bestowed' ruin after ruin
upon the peasantry in return of their services
they have provided to it till yesterday by being
its main prop and bulwark in the rural India.

This movement marks the onset of a new phase
of peasant uprising in India, the uprising that will
be directed against corporate capitalists and big
agri-business companies in the main.
Irrespective of defeat and victory of this
movement, the restlessness on the part of the
peasantry is not going to subside and such
uprising will keep happening if the capitalist
system remains. This shows the proletarian
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revolution in India, if it at all arrives in near
future, will arrive riding the peasant revolution.
These vast peasant masses lie between the
proletariat and the capitalists. The proletarian
Revolution cannot succeed if the old relations of
this vast peasant masses with capitalism doesn't
completely rupture and come in alliance with the
working class. The present movement provides
that ground for the much-needed alliance of
working class and peasantry.
The whole of North India is reeling under icy
cold waves. However, the peasants are braving
them with the help of the heat that the stir
continues to produce. The peasants' do or die
approach has shaken the Modi regime from
within, which however still looks unbending, at
least outwardly. Not to mention, it has filled with
vigour, stirred and rejuvenated the democratic
and progressive conscience of the whole
country. But it has also brought in the open the
long standing ideological and political disputes
and differences pertaining to the role of the
proletariat and its vanguard vis-à-vis this peasant
movement, with some even opposing and
ridiculing the peasant movement, while the rest
just trails behind it in the name of supporting
this, abandoning the leadership role and position
of the proletariat.
What exactly is the significance of this peasant
movement and what are those things belonging
to the kernel of this movement that help us
foresee, constitute and determine our attitude
and line of action with regard to the
revolutionary role of the working class in the
present peasant movement? This question has
divided the whole revolutionary working-class
movement which unfortunately stands nowhere
or hardly matches or measures up with respect to
its new tasks confronting it right now in the form
of its revolutionary role vis-à-vis this peasant
movement.
There is no doubt that the present movement is a
historic act of the peasant masses of India led by
Punjab farmers in the main against the neoliberal policies of the Indian State that has
remained captive since the turn of the century of
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the anti-farmers recommendation of the WTO,
an imperialist led organisation, and also against
the overall consequences of the contradictory
capitalist development of Indian agriculture that
has ruined the poor and middle peasants in its
wake since long, just after its beginning. Its
significance lies mainly in its under current
effect that goes against the rule of capital or
corporate capital. The rule of corporate capital is
nothing but a stage in the development of capital.
The change in the outward appearance of the
movement as well as its inner content that is so
strongly visible in this movement can be
attributed to this. If it further intensifies, it is
bound to take the anti-capitalist road as the ruin
of the peasantry as a whole is the historical
mission of capital in agriculture. This movement
has so far shown that against the corporate the
peasantry as whole acts in unison, like a single
class and the contradictions and antagonism that
exist between different classes and strata of the
peasants are muted for the time being. This has
happened elsewhere and may happen in India
too. This is not at all surprising.
What do we see in this movement? Or, what does
this movement reflect in the anger and
frustration of the peasant masses? It precisely
reflects the ill-effects of the contradictory
motion of capital in agriculture due to which the
vast poor peasant masses have been displaced
and expropriated in the course of three decades
of capitalist development of Indian agriculture.
Now when the corporate capital is poised to
enter into it in a big way commencing in near
future the beginning of corporate agriculture,
even the rich peasants are threatened of its
existence as the MSP and Mandis are on the
verge of being done away with. Whereas the
poor peasant masses correctly feel that with the
entry of the corporate capital in agriculture they
will be forcibly thrown out of agriculture, the
rich peasants feel that the same fate awaits them
too in just a little distant future. And this is true.
The villages and the whole rural India will be
delivered to the big corporates in no time if the
three laws are allowed to be implemented. This
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has correctly embroiled the whole rural India
presently led by Punjab farmers. This scenario
promises a series of peasant revolutions and
uprisings in near future, even before the
proletariat of the country readies itself to ride on
its crest. Even if the State heed for the time being
to the peasants' demands for repeal of the new
agriculture reforms laws, it will make not much
difference as the capitalist state will remain and
it will bring the same laws in operation in other
forms at a later date. Seeing this, one is forced to
say that the proletarian forces must do all that is
necessary to be a match to the revolutionary
peasants as there is no hope of their (peasants')
ultimate success against the rule of capital or
corporate
capital
without
proletarian
revolutionary movement growing side by side.
Rather, the proletarian revolutionary movement
will have to advance more rapidly so that it
grows to become its front part riding its zenith.
So, if the present peasant movement fails to
march forward from here on revolutionary lines
against capital and corporate or is defeated and
crushed by state even after its having taken
extraordinary strides, it is only the proletarian
forces to be blamed.
Just a few words on the 'controversial' MSP. It
was given by the state and now is on the verge of
being taken away by the same bourgeois state.
Hence let it be told straight away that opposition
to MSP per se is not revolutionary. Secondly, it
is true that benefit of MSP goes to a very limited
number of peasants, the rich peasants in the
main, as the poor peasants don't have much of
marketable surplus produce. Even if they have,
they don't afford transportation expenditure
needed to bring the produce from faraway places
to the APMC mandis. But even then, the vast
peasant masses have shown attraction towards it,
why? Because, as small producers, the peasants,
even the poorest among them, will always get
lured by higher price assurances. Under
capitalism, there can be no other way, no other
answer to this unless a proletarian ideologicalpolitical intervention is made in the form of a
proletarian revolution that promises them more
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viable or better alternatives, those other than
bourgeois ones. This same small producers'
(general) tendency can be attributed to the
peasants' extraordinary attraction for higher
prices of their produce in the open market. That's
why peasants' choice of crop is more or less
based on price signals coming from abroad. But
this movement shows that both these tendencies,
tendencies to get higher and higher government
price assurances and the allurement of higher
and higher prices in the open market, have faded
and given way to one common demand of the
whole peasantry – legalised or statutory MSP even though the three laws assure the peasants
extended MSP as well as complete liberty of
opportunities of higher prices in the alternative
open market for their produce in collusion with
corporates. The government seem to give a hint
like this that trading and cultivating with
corporates will fetch huge profit for peasants of
all categories, the most to the poor ones, if the
PM speech is to be believed! But the peasants
have understood the whole game plan of the PM
and this is very important to take note of. They
have come of age and now very well understand
that by assuring high prices in open market
through corporate buyers is a hoax that they have
realised with their own experience. They have
also understood that a simple assurance of
extended or enhanced MSP is of no use if the
produce of the peasants isn’t sold due to reasons
that can be explained only on the basis of the fact
that no capitalist government or state can ever
buy all the marketable produce of peasants'
production for a capitalist government doesn't
have the responsibility of feeding all, even if it
promises to do so according to the preamble of
the constitution.
So, this movement reflects a different mood and
aspirations of the peasants who are fed up with
running after the government assurances of
extended or higher MSP as well as the
allurement of even higher prices in the open
market. While running after this or that type of
assurances, they have been ruined and crushed
under the heavy burden of debt. Legal and
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statutory MSP only reflects the limit of their
faith in the capitalist way of benefiting from
agriculture, even though they may not
understand it. By demanding a statutory status
for MSP for all peasants they are actually
demanding in essence a curb on the general
(contradictory) movement of capital that bring
fortunes for some and bring miseries for most of
them. In essence they imagine a State that must
buy all of their produce on assured minimum
prices to save them from the contradictory
movement of capital and the volatility of the
prices that brings to them their ultimate ruin. The
agriculture itself is also destroyed by
irrationality of crop pattern and use of chemical
in pursuit of high profit, all the result of such
volatility in prices controlled and regulated by
monopolists of the world upon whom peasants
of all categories have no control. They have now
felt that on the basis of their small-scale
production they cannot survive in the
competition for profit in front of large-scale
capitalist productions led by corporates.
They however don't know that there can be no
such capitalist state that would save them from
such vagaries of capitalist farming. There cannot
be any capitalist state that would buy all the
peasants produce. Only a proletarian state can do
this. So, the peasant movement has brought to
the fore the need of the proletarian state in its
own wake, unknowingly. It is now the turn of the
proletarian forces to come out in the open and
say to the peasants that a proletarian revolution
resulting in the formation of workers-toilers
(peasants) state only will and can fulfil their
demand. This brings the point where the
peasant revolution merges with the
proletarian revolution as the vast peasant
masses who have already been utterly ruined by
contradictory development of capitalist farming
will happily accept this call of the proletariat.
However, whether they will also believe this i.e.
whether the peasants will believe this would at
all happen is a big question as the proletarian
forces are quite weak and don't in any way match
in strength to the present peasant movement. But
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even then, the proletariat must state its historical
mission straight away and boldly say to the
peasants that their future lies in the formation of
the proletarian state only, that would solve all the
problems of the peasantry, even though it may
not be visible as such at the moment. Otherwise,
the peasant will be forcibly expropriated and
thrown out of agriculture by big capital, no
matter how strongly and sacrificially they
oppose the three laws. But one thing we must
remember that this can be done only by
supporting the peasant movement as the main
aim of this movement is to keep corporate away
from agriculture so that peasants are not ousted
from it and peasants remain as peasants and are
not converted into workers or proletariat forcibly
by the corporates.
The demand of statutory status for MSP has
become a portent weapon in this fight, as
legalising the MSP also means compulsory
buying of all the peasants' produce at MSP and
this makes the corporate entry meaningless in the
final analysis. MSP is more detrimental to
corporate than to anyone else. Without
dismantling MSP, government Mandis or
procurement and also PDS, the aim of corporate
control of agriculture as well as of villages will
not take place. The entry of corporate agribusiness companies in contract farming becomes
aimless if the old system remains in their places.
What is important here to see is that even rich
peasants have started feeling the future
reactionary impact of the corporate entry and this
has brought even them on their heels. They were
already facing crunch in terms of lack of
opportunity for higher prices in the open market.
Now they can see that the new pro-corporate
laws will bring those ill effects that will have
impact on their existence, too. This has
completed the circle and the whole of the rural
population are now up in arms against the
corporate entry. They have successfully raised
the bogey of legalised MSP against the corporate
drawing the whole peasantry in the movement.
The poor peasants, who are already ruined and
feel threatened due to corporate entry, now also
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see some benefit coming in their way if the MSP
happens to become legalised(!), though we know
nothing precious is going to happen unless
capitalist farming itself is reversed, which will
be a possibility only when the rule of capital is
overthrown. Again, it is here that the aim of this
peasant movement merges with the proletarian
movement. It shows that the peasants have a
great role to play in the anti-capitalist revolution.
It is here that confirms that the proletarian
revolution in India shall arrive riding the waves
of peasant revolution.
The capitalist state will not stop here at the three
laws that guarantee freest but disguised entry to
corporates in agriculture. This will bring new
laws particularly aimed at 'freeing up the land'
for the corporate farming. Thus, the land
ownership act and land lease acts have surely
come under threat.
This movement also exposes the hollowness of
the peasants' faith that they can enrich
themselves following capitalist path. Thus, this
movement on the whole has taken on its target
capitalism, though indirectly. It is another matter
that the weakness of the working class is putting
obstacles in the path of developing this
movement along this line. But, nevertheless, it is
sowing seeds of revolutionary consciousness
among the peasants against capital. Many of
them have realised now that the three laws are
but in continuation of the contradictory
development of capitalist development. The
three laws show that capitalist farming has
reached a new stage where even rich peasants are
not going to be spared. They will also be
subjected to expropriation and ruin.
Today there is a possibility that the peasant
movement can transcend the limited scope of the
demand of MSP and can be conducted as a
struggle against the irrationality of capitalist
farming and capitalism as a whole which is at the
root of the ruin and distress of the vast peasant
masses. If the proletariat can help the peasant
take this path, the power of this movement will
become unsurmountable and will definitely lead
to final victory.
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The possibility of expropriation of richer
sections of the peasants proves that the laws of
capitalist development through concentration
and centralisation goes unabated in which capital
centralises in fewer and fewer hands. This works
as a tendency throughout its journey till it leads
to the negation of the whole capitalist system
itself i.e. till it gets converted into its opposite,
the socialism. The delay in this will bring untold
miseries to the intermediary classes as it
completes its historical journey devastating them
one by one and bringing in its wake great social
upheavals including revolutions. Though
peasant movement is unmindful of these laws
and their result, still it is spontaneously inching
towards a revolution against the present
bourgeois order.
At this juncture, the proletariat needs to say to
the peasants: These laws can be reversed only
when the rule of capital is overthrown which will
lead to social ownership of all social wealth
under the proletarian leadership and in control of
the state of the toilers and workers. The moment
it comes under social ownership the character of
it being capital ceases i.e. its contradictory
movement ceases. It will bring no more miseries
as it did when it was driven as capital by its
owners i.e. the capitalists. With this, its constant
pursuit for profit and more capital as the only
aim of the production will also cease. Then the
purpose of social production will be continuous
development of direct producers like workers
and peasants. With this all the problems that the
real farmers face today will automatically vanish
in no time. Peasant will work collectively in a
highly mechanised modern collective farms for
their own development as well as for the
development of all of their fellow peasants and
workers without resorting to any exploitation of
farm labourers. The proletarian state will give all
the necessary input materials (except labour)
free of cost and the peasants will produce for the
whole of society which the state will purchase at
appropriate prices that guarantees the upward
development of peasants and even that of their
next generations. Education and health services
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will be provided free of cost by the proletarian
state. The women will be at their will to take part
in social production as their all-round burden,
from rearing children to kitchen drudgery, will
be borne by the state as the representative of the
society. The disease of over production will end
as the production will be carried out on a planned
basis for continuously providing all the
necessary material means of better living for all
– old, children, sick and even those who cannot
work due to some illness or disease. The vast
amount of capital that has become the enemy of
mankind under capitalism will be made to serve
the mankind once capitalism is done away with.
This will also lead to judicious use of Nature
without bringing metabolic rift with it which has
been the case with capitalism in power that
knows only profit and resorts to destruction of
Nature for profit. The soil destruction of the
peasants' land is the best example. Its fertility has
eroded beyond repair due to irrational and
excessive use of chemicals for taking more and
more production from the soil with the sole aim
of profit. However, it is a truth that even after
pursuing such a self-destructive path, the
majority of men, women and children and other
poor people go hungry and half-fed, while grains
rot in the godowns. This is how over production
is artificially made to occur by keeping the large
populace hungry and underfed, of course under
capitalism.
But for this, the peasants have to be told, while
supporting their movement for survival, that the
rule of capital has to be finished once and for
ever if they want lasting solution of their
problems attached with their survival, existence
and development. The mere change in
government will not rescue them. The fight must
go on till the end, till the main reasons of ruin i.e.
the very foundation of class rule is overturned.
Now when the peasants are themselves worried
that if the present state of affair and conditions
continue, their fate won’t change, then the
proletarian forces must take the charge of further
educating them by way of intervening directly in
the movement, helping them by all means and

THE TRUTH / Issue 9 / January 2021

engaging with them on how their life would
change for a better one. This has to be
intertwined with supporting their movement.
They must be told that under capitalism direct
producers, whoever they are, have no future.
They are always and everywhere sacrificed at the
altar of capital. So, the movement must continue
till the end, must not limit to the opposition of
neo-liberal policies as these policies are nothing
but the natural outcome of the capitalist
development itself. Their roots are in capitalist
mode of production.
The proletariat of India and its vanguard forces
thus must come forward to help this movement
cover the whole distance from here to the last
pole that marks the end of the rule of capital
beyond that. They must share each other's
strength so that they together march forward and
defeat their common enemy, the capitalist class,
whose one most advanced and powerful section
are the corporates whom the peasants are
opposing now. This is capitalism which gives
birth to corporates and keep reproducing them
unless capitalism is smashed to the finish.

ON DIALECTICAL CONTRADICTION
EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL

BETWEEN

Some are distracted by the contradictions that
exists in the movement between its external form
and the kernel. We say that this is natural as this
movement is a movement of those peasant who
are owners as well as workers. For an owner
peasant this is natural that MSP becomes their
main demand and this puts/brings them in
alliance with the upper middle and rich peasants
that belong to rural bourgeoisie. Given them
being a class of small producers they cannot
behave in any otherwise or different manner.
The main thing to notice in this movement is that
here their demand of legalised or statutory MSP
is driven by a completely different material
context i.e. the context that says that the old price
assurances, given by the capitalist state and the
one that comes from the open market of their
produce, both have fallen flat, become useless,
time and again proven hollow and the peasants
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don't believe them now on the basis of their own
experience of more than three decades of
capitalist farming in general and of the last
decade in particular. Such experiences have
gradually made them aware about the character
of the present state which has now brought new
agriculture laws that will further worsen their
already depleted economic situation on the basis
of new hollow assurances or promises of higher
prices based on corporate led agriculture via
contract farming and freedom of corporate
purchase of the peasants produce. The peasants
have correctly disapproved and opposed them on
the basis of their own experience.
Naturally if the present movement further
intensifies, given the revolutionary kernel of
this movement, only working class will come
to support the peasants till the end. The
bourgeois and revisionist parties which till
now are ostensibly with the peasants, will run
away and desert them. We must patiently
allow this to happen naturally in due course
of time in the wake of the natural growth or
intensification of the movement from stage to
stage till the time when it will carry the spill
over to the proletariat/the working class that
must not hesitate to support and lead it in the
most urgent manner at a time when the
peasants need them and their support the
most. This will be the time when the kernel
will naturally and finally prevail over the
external cover and emerge to the top with
proletarian vigour i.e. the movement will take
the anti-capitalist character. This is exactly
what one may call a rough blue print of how
the proletarian revolutionary intervention,
that may result in its own arrival riding the
peasant revolution, must be thought of and
planned.
Thus, at the moment the main thing for the
working class and its vanguard is to know in all
its details how to move forward in a
revolutionary manner with regard to this peasant
movement. It is not a simple case of support or
oppose. It is a dual task i.e. poised to be handled
quite dialectically. On the one hand, we need to
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support it in a way that strengthens the kernel so
that it becomes stronger and continuously pushes
up, while on the other hand we need to expose
the hollowness and even the reactionary
character of its outer shell so that it gives way for
the emergence of the inner kernel to the top. The
proletarian method of support must be such that
it is able to facilitate the conditions when the
kernel of the movement breaks up the outer
external cover. The real condition for this is
however the onward incessant march of the
movement without succumbing to different
pressure tactics and intrigues of the State and the
government. The real proletarian forces, those
worth their name, however must understand
from the day one the one most important thing
i.e. they must not act as beggars and tailenders
before this movement or in front of the peasants.
This is the worst thing that they should do. They
must act as the future ruling class and leader and
liberator (not in the mechanical sense) of the
whole society and the mankind. This must be, of
course, the departure point for them (and us) so
far as their intervention in the peasant movement
is concerned. Only then they can ride this
movement and steer clear of any misdirection
and deviation. Let us also not fail to see to it that
the present peasant movement is not crushed
isolated from the working class. This will be an
unpardonable mistake on the part of the working
class. Working class must be readied for a joint
effort to desist the state from using force. Come,
let us make the new year, 2021, the year of
achieving the focal point where peasant
revolution and the proletarian revolution meet
each other in all their uniqueness. That will
really be a splendid thing. It will then bring the
revolutionary transformation of the society quite
near, at an easily reachable distance i.e. at our
arms' length, which otherwise looks so far away.
Long live the peasant uprising!
Down with the Corporates!
Down with Capitalism!
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REMEMBERING THE GREAT TEACHER OF
THE WORLD PROLETARIAT AND LEADER
OF THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION

VLADIMIR ILYICH ULYANOV ‘LENIN’
ON HIS

97 DEATH ANNIVERSARY
TH

“It is not difficult to be a
revolutionary when revolution
has already broken out and is in
spate, when all people are
joining the revolution just
because they are carried away,
because it is the vogue, and
sometimes even from careerist
motives. It is far more
difficult—and far more
precious—to be a revolutionary
when the conditions for direct,
open, really mass and really
revolutionary struggle do not
yet exist.”
Left-Wing Communism: An Infantile
Disorder (1920)
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WISTRON: SPONTANEOUS REVOLT OF
ANGRY WORKERS
M Aseem
Angered by unpaid and delayed wages, 12 hour
long working hours, deprived of breaks, unpaid
work on holidays, cheating in marking of
attendance to deduct wages and many such
problems, several thousand workers of Wistron
Infotech, an Apple manufacturing unit in
Bengaluru, started a protest in the morning of 12th
December. As the management refused to listen
and respond to their grievances their long pent up
anger resulted in ransacking of the unit. The
workers exiting the factory after completing their
night-shift, went on a rampage destroying the
company’s furniture, assembly units and even
attempted to set fire to vehicles.
In its initial complaint at the Vemagal police
station, company executive TD Prashanth had
stated that office equipment, mobile phones,
production machinery and related gadgets worth
Rs 412.5 crore was lost. Infrastructure worth Rs 10
crore, Rs 60 lakh worth cars and golf carts,
smartphones and other gadgets worth Rs 1.5 crore
were among those which suffered damage, stolen
or lost. He stated in his complaint that 5,000
contract labourers and about 2,000 unknown
culprits carried out the vandalism in the facility.
However, Wistron Corporation, which earlier said
that it suffered losses worth Rs 437.40 crore in the
violence unleashed by a section of workers at its
plant in Kolar district in Karnataka over some
salary issues, later revised the loss figure to mere
Rs 43 crore, Karnataka Home Minister Basavaraj
S Bommai said on 16th December. “Police has
taken prompt action and arrested 164 persons. The
Wistron company which said 437 cr loss earlier
now has in writing that loss is 43 cr, therefore,
some international media is blowing out of
proportion” Basavaraj S Bommai tweeted, in
assurance to the national and international
capitalists.
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CCTV Footage of Wistron workers being made to lie
on their stomachs and mercilessly beaten by the
police following the unrest at the iPhone factory:
December 2020.

This immediately raised hue and cry in capitalist
circles and their media that this ‘vandalism’ by the
workers could impact investment in India and the
Make in India scheme. Even Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was reported to have expressed his
concern, said Karnataka chief minister BS
Yediyurappa. As industry bodies termed the
incident as a blot in the industry-friendly image of
Karnataka, the Centre asked the state government
to expedite its inquiry. The department for
promotion of industry and internal trade asked the
state government to ensure that the “investor
sentiment is not affected due to such one-off
incident”.
As expected, in a statement issued on 15th
December, the Karnataka BJP government
immediately came out in full support of the
company. It not only condemned the incident but
also assured security and stringent action against
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people involved in the arson and violence.
“Karnataka has always been a peaceful State and
in the forefront in welcoming foreign investments.
The State is committed to growth of industry, trade
and business,” the statement issued by the state
government said. The state Industries Department
also expressed solidarity with Wistron.
“Government of Karnataka is deeply disturbed
over the events that happened at the Wistron
factory premises recently at Narasapura Industrial
Area, Kolar. We strongly condemn the violence
that took place in the plant premises. Police
investigations are going on and strictest action
would be taken against the wrongdoers,” the
government said.
This facility of Wistron Corporation, which
manufactures iPhone, is located at Narasapura
Industrial Area of Kolar district, 51 kilometres
from Bengaluru. Wistron had received 43 acres
land at Narasapura industrial area from the state
government after it proposed to invest around Rs
2,900 crore and give employment to over 10,000
people. Wistron is one of the 16 entities which
have received approval for incentives under the
government’s production linked incentive plan
under Make in India scheme of Modi government.
Currently, iPhone XR and iPhone 11 are being
assembled by Foxconn in Chennai, and iPhone 7
by Wistron in Bengaluru. The Kolar facility
assembles the latest version of the iPhone SE.
However, while the government has taken a stand
that violence of any sort cannot be condoned, it is
imperative to understand why thousands of
contract employees went violent that day. Times
of India has reported that the employee unrest was
triggered
by
the
amount
of
salary
remittances made to them as the workers were
angry that the company was not paying the amount
that was promised to them at the time of joining.
“While an engineering graduate was promised Rs
21,000 per month, his/her salary had reduced to Rs
16,000 and, subsequently, to Rs 12,000 in the
recent months. Non-engineering graduates’
monthly salary had reduced to Rs 8,000. The
salary amount being credited to our accounts have
been reducing and it was frustrating to see this,” a
worker said. The company, in violation of all laws,
paid paying salary for previous month only after
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the 10th of the succeeding month. As the salary was
received on Friday 11th December, the night shift
workers started discussing about their salaries on
the floors and some said that they had received
only as low as Rs 500 in their bank accounts. The
anger turned into violence by the time the shift
ended.
It has been reported in various media that
according to investigations by police, trade unions,
and the state government, a pressure-cooker
situation had built up in the factory due to
anomalies in the wage payment system after
Wistron rapidly scaled up its contractual employee
strength from around 3,000 to nearly 8,500
between September 2020 and December 2020.
“They scaled up very fast. This facility became
operational only in August. Before August, the
plant was not in existence. All the recruitment has
happened in the last three or four months. They
sought initial permission for 5,000 people, and
then went to 9,000 at their level. Maybe there was
more demand. This was when they moved from
eight-hour to 12-hour shifts,” said Gaurav Gupta,
principal secretary of the commerce and industries
department in Karnataka. The contract employees
were hired and paid through six manpower supply
contractors, but their work was supervised and
managed by Wistron officials.
Initial police investigations have also revealed that
the contractors were not paying the workers their
full wages as per their contracts, or for overtime
work. “The factory was being operated like a
sweatshop,” even the police sources have been
reported as saying in media. While wages were
slashed from Rs 22,000 to Rs 8,000 in some cases,
wages for November were not paid until
December 11, contract employees have said.
Workers were working in two compulsory 12-hour
shifts. With no employee grievance redressal
system in place at the firm or a union, workers
were constantly asking company officials for their
dues, the AICCTU has said in a report. Even an
official of the labour department conceded that the
trigger for the violence during a 6 am shift change
on December 12 was an argument over the
attendance system not capturing the exact work
hours logged by the workers.
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Deccan Herald further reports that a detailed
government report has laid bare a slew of
violations at Wistron Infotech. The Taiwanese
firm scaled up its licensed manpower strength at
its Narasapura plant from 5,000 to 10,500. Seven
major contractors were engaged to supply
manpower to the factory: Innov Source Pvt Ltd,
Creative Engineers, Needs Manpower Support
Services, Randstad, Quess Corp Limited, Adecco
Group and United (Housekeeping). The firms did
not provide workers with employment certificates,
which is a violation of Section 76 of the Contract
Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act. These
firms have not maintained an attendance register,
which they neglected to furnish to the
investigation team, in violation of the section 78 of
the above act.
Wistron’s working hours from 6 am to 6 pm and
from 6 pm to 6 am were also found to be in
violation of the provisions of Section 51 and 54 of
the Factories Act, 1948. The report also said
women workers have been made to work overtime
at the factory, while the law provides no provision
for such an engagement. When the difference of
payment was brought to the attention of human
resources and contractors, the HR team “assured
that this would be rectified and the difference
payment would be paid along with the next
month's salary". But investigators found that this
difference was not paid along with salaries in
November.
However, the government report found that some
firms were declaring payments to workers as per
the norms while underpaying or delaying
payments
to
workers.
“The salaries of housekeeping contract workers
have not been paid to date and (they) are required
to work for 12 hours a day for six days a week and
are being paid the same salary which they were
being paid when they were working for eight hours
a day,” the report added. Investigators also found
that the firm changed the factory’s worktime from
eight-hour to 12-hour shifts without informing the
labour department.

WHAT THE WORKERS SAY
An enraged woman, wearing a face mask and
holding a metal rod, destroys glass windows at
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Wistron’s iPhone manufacturing unit in
Karnataka’s Kolar district. Behind her, several
employees can be heard hooting, and within
seconds, another young man can be seen joining
her. Several such videos of employees vandalising
the factory have gone viral on social media since
December 12. These videos have led to the
government and other political parties
condemning the protests, but the truth is all the
videos have only one common theme — the
collective anger of the employees against their
exploitation by the company.
The News Minute (TNM) has reported that they
spoke to several employees on condition of
anonymity, who stated that the anger among the
workforce had been simmering over the last six
months as management did not address their
grievances as they were struggling with delayed
payments and lack of overtime pay. Gagan, a 25year-old employee, joined the company eight
months ago through Randstad India Pvt Ltd, a
company that Wistron has contracted to hire
workforce in Kolar. When he started his job as a
data entry executive, he was getting Rs 11,475 as
basic salary per month, working eight hours a day.
Gagan maintains that he did not miss a single day
of work since joining the company and even
worked on festival days. “The company’s
management said they would pay us Rs 3,500 for
two days if we worked on two festival days. Many
employees took up this offer,” Gagan
said. However, after completing one month,
Gagan noticed the pay for three days of work had
been deducted. Until September this year, he has
lost pay for 20 days in total, and claims the
company falsified attendance records and
deducted the pay. “I went to them every single
month and asked for the money. They kept saying
‘we will give it the next month’. I was supposed to
get Rs 7,600. This may seem like a small amount
to many but for me I could have paid three months’
worth of chit fund deposit,” Gagan adds.
Parmesh, a 26-year-old employee at Wistron’s
plant in Kolar complains of a similar issue. He says
that the company introduced a 12-hour work day
in October, promising to pay overtime for the four
hours added to the standard eight-hour day. The
company, he says, promised to give each
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employee Rs 100 per day for the overtime
work. Parmesh says the employees were promised
a basic salary of Rs 15,600 per month, as well as a
Rs 300 allowance per day if the employees gave
up two break periods, as outlined in a management
notice. Almost all employees took up the offer as
it would mean more money, he notes. “I have to
take care of my mother and two younger sisters.
Even this money would have helped me a lot,”
Parmesh says. However, Parmesh says that in
November, just Rs 12,670 was deposited in his
account. “I had not even gotten basic pay. I didn’t
miss a single day. Besides, I worked two days
during the Dasara festival. According to the notice
board, we were promised Rs 3,500 for two days.
Besides, the company did not pay the Rs 300 per
day it promised for forgoing breaks,” Parmesh
says.

been quoted in the media claiming that they have
made timely payments. Karnataka government
ministers too have said that Wistron paid
contractors, who may have in turn caused
delays. Labour Commissioner Akram Pasha also
told the media in his initial reaction that the
company has paid salaries to the contracting
companies. However, an inspection report by
officials of the Director of Factories Boilers and
Industrial Safety, submitted on December 13 says
that there was a difference in the payment that the
company did to contractors and the company has
agreed to rectify it. It also added that the
housekeeping staff have not been paid and that
contract employees were paid only by 12th of
every month.

Some contract employees allege they were not
paid for two months at a stretch, while many saw
payments delayed for days, even weeks, over the
last six months, said Sandhya, who has worked at
the plant for almost a year. “We are supposed to
get our pay before the 10th of every month. The
company paid us whenever they wanted.
Sometimes it was on the 14th and sometimes even
on the 20th or 22nd,” she says. Like many other
employees, Sandhya’s burdens have compounded
due to the payment issues. As the sole breadwinner
of her family, she has to support her two children
and mother on a meagre salary. “I am in deep debt
now. I have to pay loans for borrowing money
when payments were not made on time,” she adds.

At around 6 am on Saturday, around 500
employees who had finished the night shift, went
to hand over a letter to the Human Resources
Department. The employees had listed their
grievances including delayed payments, faulty
attendance reports and outstanding payments for
overtime work hours. Sandhya, who was among
the employees who approached the HR on
December 12, says that officials refused to engage
in a conversation and allegedly shut the door,
locking themselves inside. “They told us that we
have to take this up with the contracting company
as Wistron had made regular payments. We
informed them that the contracting company had
placed the blame on Wistron,” Sandhya recounts.

Parmesh says that he and over 500 employees had
approached the company’s HR department and
demanded that they be paid appropriately. “They
told us to ask the contractors and that it was not the
company’s fault,” Parmesh adds. In October this
year, over 100 employees had approached Kolar
DC Sathyabhama and asked her to intervene. DC
Sathyabhama said that she had visited the plant
and had spoken to the management, who had
promised to reduce the work hours to eight hours
per day as per the Factories Act. “The company
had promised to resolve the issue,” she said.
Though Wistron has not officially reacted to the
wage dispute, ‘sources’ from the company have
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WHAT HAPPENED ON DECEMBER 12?

Employees allege that this wasn’t the first time
they approached Wistron's HR Department and the
employment contracting agencies in the last six
months individually and collectively. They alleged
that each time they were told the outstanding
salary amounts would be deposited into their
accounts the following month. However, the
delays never really stopped. “When Wistron said
they can’t do anything, this made everyone angry.
I don’t know how it started but people started
throwing items. Some of the employees went
outside, snatched the steel bollards near the
security checkpoint and began smashing the
windows. A lot of employees were angry for many
months and it looked like they had had enough. As
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soon as the violence began, a lot more employees
began pelting jelly stones and broke windows with
steel bollards,” Sandhya recounts.

FINDINGS OF LABOUR DEPARTMENT
On 15th December, Additional Chief Secretary of
the Industries Department, Gaurav Gupta met with
the Labour Commissioner Akram Pasha and
officials with the Industries Department to discuss
the issue. The Labour Department, in its report to
Gaurav Gupta, said that it has asked Wistron to
provide records of employees' attendance.
Besides, the Labour Department’s report
submitted Tuesday states that Wistron was not
directly involved in making payments to 8,490
contract employees but the employment of these
persons was contracted to five different firms:
Randstad India Pvt Ltd, Adecco India Pvt Ltd,
Needs Manpower Ltd, Creative Engineering and
Quest Corp Ltd. Another company called United
was providing the housekeeping staff.
The Labour Department has also noted many
employees were not paid on time, attendance
reports were incorrect and employees were not
paid for overtime. The report also stated that 126
employees have been arrested so far. “We have
noted that the company hired people through
employment agencies without checking whether
they suited the role. We have also observed that
without detailing the criteria, the company hired
them as contract employees. It was also observed
that the 1,343 permanent employees enjoyed more
benefits than the contract employees, leading to
the discord,” the Labour Department’s report to
the Additional Chief Secretary reads.
The Labour Department in its report said that
based on its preliminary investigation it has
recommended sending out notices to Wistron and
the employment contracting companies under
relevant sections of the Conditions of Employment
Act 1936. “Clauses under the Contract Labour
(Regulation & Abolition) Act 1970 and Minimum
Wages Act 1948 seem to have been violated as
action pertaining to these violations are
recommended,” the report adds. The Department
has also recommended that Wistron take
employees' demands into consideration. “We have
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also recommended that the company resolve the
issue internally,” the report added.
State labour minister Shivaram Hebbar told
several media publications that five contractors
had not paid some of the workers for the last three
months – and that this was one of the main reasons
for the violence. “Some of the complaints were
that they were made to work for 8-12 hours with
just a 50-minute break,” he said. In the end, on 19th
December, Wistron admitted that some of its
workers were not paid “correctly” and in some
cases “not on time”. The Taiwanese firm also said
in a statement that it will be “removing” its vice
president who oversees the firm’s business in
India. “Since the unfortunate events at our
Narasapura facility we have been investigating
and have found that some workers were not paid
correctly, or on time. We deeply regret this and
apologize to all of our workers,” the company’s
statement noted.
Hence, it is clear that the company was violating
all labour laws not only to exploit its workers in
the usual capitalist manner but was also
fraudulently cheating them of their contracted
wages. All this was known to labour department of
the state government, but as usual no action was
taken. In the end, workers’ pent up anger resulted
in this spontaneous revolt. However, this type of
exploitation in violation of labour laws has
become a normal practice in all industries
especially as the Modi government tries to woo
domestic and international investors in the name
of Make in India. Another workers’ protest is
going on at Toyota plant in Bengaluru on similar
issues. As reported in India Today, the factory
manufactures Innova, Fortuner and other cars. The
employees’ union alleges that the target earlier
was 80,000 cars per year but it has been now set to
1 lakh cars without increasing manpower. Earlier,
if it took 3 minutes to assemble an Innova, it’s now
down 2.5 minutes, employees said. They say if
they take frequent restroom breaks, their salaries
are deducted. Basavaraj, an employee, said "We
get a 10-minute restroom break every 2-3 hours
but by the time our reliever comes and we go and
come back it takes more time and our salaries are
deducted. Three days of salary are held back for
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'missed work hours'. This reduces our salary by Rs
3-4,000."
Especially the big multinational companies being
wooed by countries like India to set up factories
there expect the governments of these countries to
allow workers to be exploited without any
hindrance. They employ most of the workers on
temporary contractual basis and deprive them of
even those few benefits which are available to
them in these countries because of long struggles
of the working class movement. These are mostly
unorganised workers. Wherever unions do exist
they have also mostly been co-opted by the
capitalist owners in their designs or raise issues of
only the minority permanent workers. That is why
we are seeing similar spontaneous workers’
protests in many places all over the world. For
example, just one week after Wistron incident, on
19th December, another Taiwanese Apple iPhone
supplier Pegatron, which is also slated to begin
assembling i-phone in India, had a similar
workers’ protest in its Shanghai plant by thousands
of workers.
The capitalists are able to do all this with impunity
even now despite some meagre legal protection
being available to workers in the form of existing
labour laws as all government machinery stands
with them. But sometimes workers are able to get
some of these measures implemented on the basis
of their organisations and collective struggles.
Hence capitalist class has long been putting
pressure on the government to do ‘labour reform’
and do away with these protective measures. That
is why we saw attempts by various state
governments to remove many protections of
labour laws and lengthen the workday to 12 hours
during the Covid lockdown period. Though those
attempts were rebuffed through protests we are all
aware that the central government is now doing
away with many of these already weak measures
in through the 4 new labour codes which will
replace all existing labour laws in the name of
aggressive ‘labour reforms’ (we have written
about this in earlier issues). The intensity of
workers’ exploitation can very well be imagined
then. But as Wistron shows we can confidently say
that working class will not tolerate that silently.
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REMEMBERING COMRADE

ROSA LUXEMBURG
ON

HER 102 DEATH
ANNIVERSARY
ND

“
History is the only true
teacher, the revolution
the best school for the
proletariat.

”

5th March 1871 – 15th January 1919
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ELECTRICITY BILL 2020

ELECTRIC SHOCK KEPT ON HOLD
S V Singh
Capitalism is finding extreme difficulty in
breathing by each passing day. The only panacea
for all systemic ills is privatization!! Next in line
of sectors to be ‘liberated’ now is Energy Sector.
‘Electricity Amendment Bill, 2020’ would have
already seen the light of the day by now by an
ordinance but the draft got stalled, thanks to the
unprecedented farmer’s fury. ‘Repeal Electricity
Amendment Bill, 2020’ is one of the four
demands of the present ongoing unprecedented
farmers movement. Braving extreme hostile
weather, bone shattering chilling cold waves,
lakhs of the farmers are camping at all the
borders leading to Delhi, surrounding the capital
from all sides like an alien army at all the border
points since over a month now, in a do or die
battle, quite literally. Agitating by keeping their
very life on line since last 36 days, farmers
deserve
heartiest
congratulations
for
succeeding in getting 2 of their 4 demands met
by the Modi government in a meeting held on
Dec 30 at Vigyan Bhawan. The proposed
Electricity Amendments Bill, 2020 has been
taken back by the government. This, however,
does not in any way diminish the importance of
knowing seriousness of these amendments as
this is going to impact entire population and
secondly, government will certainly try to bring
it back in future. Privatization process has
already been completed to a large extent by
Electricity Act 2003 & Electricity Amendments
Act 2014 and government is not going to roll
back that process. Government may try another
method, chose another time but will take the
process through. People, therefore, need to
know this issue in detail, be on their toes and
thwart any such attempt in future.
For getting the proposed Electricity
Amendment Bill passed, Modus operandi was
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the same which has now become trade mark of
the working of fascist Modi government. Extract
maximum advantage of the deadly Corona
pandemic and get maximum possible anti people
legislations passed before situation returns to
normal as the people are scared to come on road
to resist and if they dare come, invoke pandemic
restrictions bogey, vociferously. Don’t care
whether a particular legislation falls under state
or concurrent list. Rather prioritize those falling
under these categories as those under union list
can be taken up anytime afterwards. First decide
what the corporate want, proceed to do it and
then remain unflinching, unyielding on this,
name any opposition to this as antinational. After
that, formalities of seeking public reaction are
completed. ‘Public opinion’ is sought as a ritual,
paying any heed to that is a thing of the past, not
known to the present government. Get the bill
passed in parliament on the strength of brute
majority
and
blatant
manipulations,
machinations. The days of constitutional
nuances like first seeking opinion of states,
sending the same to the respective parliamentary
committees etc are now over. Modi government
has appropriated sweeping powers in every
respect throwing the concept of federalism out of
the window.

CHRONOLOGY OF POWER SECTOR ‘REFORMS’
(PRIVATIZATION)
There are three segments in electricity sector:
generation,
transmission
and
distribution. Generation is the process of
producing power using different sources of
energy. Transmission system means carrying
power from the power generating stations to the
distribution sub-stations. Power is transmitted
through the grid network which is a system of
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inter-connected generating plants, transmission
lines, and sub-stations. The distribution system
supplies electricity from sub-stations to
individual consumers through a network.

RESTRUCTURING (PRIVATIZATION
ELECTRICITY SECTOR

OF)

THE

YEAR

REFORM

Till
1975

All three segments were bundled
together and were mostly government
owned (except in few cities). Generation,
transmission and distribution were
carried out by the State Electricity
Boards/ Electricity Departments.

1989

The transmission segment was separated
from the central generation agency.
Power Grid Corporation of India
(POWERGRID) was set up to carry out
transmission.

Early
90s

Generation segment opened up for
private sector

1996-98

Some states (Odisha, Haryana) started
restructuring their state electricity
boards.
Restructuring
included
unbundling of generation, transmission
and distribution activities, privatization
of generation and distribution etc.

1998

Electricity Regulatory Commission Act,
1998established
Regulatory
Commissions at both the central and state
levels.

2003

Electricity Act, 2003 – de-licensed
generation, brought out in open access
and parallel licensing, gave more powers
to the Regulatory Commissions,
provided for reorganization of the state owned electricity boards, provided for
elimination of cross subsidies in the
sector.

2007

2003 Act amended to allow for reduction
of cross-subsidies instead of eliminating
them.

(Source: Ministry of
Amendment Act, 2014)

Power:
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Electricity

WHAT ARE THE AMENDMENTS TO ELECTRICITY
ACT 2003?
Power generation, transmission, distribution,
trading and consumption are governed by the
Electricity Act 2003. It also defines separation of
powers to be exercised by the center and state
governments in power sector as the power sector
falls under concurrent list.
A- Electricity Amendments Act 2014: Modi
government had initiated the process of
amending rules in power sector immediately
after assuming power in center in 2014 itself.
That time, though, at least due parliamentary
process was followed but intentions,
direction and motive of the amendment were
pretty clear and unambiguous that time also.
Bill was introduced in Lok Sabha on
19.12.2014, referred to the Standing
Committee on 22.12.2014 and the report was
submitted by the Standing Committee on
07.05.2015. Five key recommendations of
this act were; first: The bill seeks to amend
Electricity Act 2003 to segregate the power
distribution network business and electricity
supply business and introduce multiple
supply licensees in the market. Second: The
bill introduces a supply licensee who will
supply electricity to consumers. The
distribution licensee will maintain the
distribution network and enable supply of
electricity to the supply licensee. Third:
State Electricity Regulatory Commissions
will grant supply licenses. Consumers can
choose to buy electricity from any of the
supply licensees in a given area of supply.
Fourth: if a supply licensee ceases to be
supply licensee, or is suspended, electricity
supply will be supplied by a Provider Of Last
Resort (POLR). The POLR will be a supply
licensee designated by the State Electricity
Regulatory Commission (SERC). Fifth: the
bill defines renewable energy and provides
for a National Renewable Energy Policy. It
requires coal and lignite based thermal
generators to produce 10% of thermal power
installed capacity as renewable energy.
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B- Electricity Amendments Bill 2020:
Countrywide strict lockdown was imposed
on March 24th and the draft ‘Electricity
Amendment Bill, 2020 was introduced by the
power minister on 4th of April for seeking
‘public opinion’. There can’t be a better time
to introduce and seek public opinion and
consent from the states over such a bill that is
going to impact each and every citizen of the
country than in April when entire nation is
scared of the deadly pandemic Covid-19 and
is under strict lockdown!! Energy is one of
the key sectors and is a prime driver of the
economy. It accounts for about 7% of the
GDP. India is one of the top 5 markets of the
world. So called ‘federal sprit’ has already
passed its expiry date. Who cares for such
nuances when the very life of the bourgeois
system is at stake. Total 11 states and 2 union
territories have lodged their objections to the
idea of cash transfer in place of subsidy in
power consumption. All India Power
Engineer’s Federation (AIPEF) staged
nationwide protest against the proposed
amendments particularly the privatization of
Discoms (power distribution companies) on
26 November. In spite of all these protests,
power minister chose to go ahead with the
amendments to make the power sector
‘consumer centric’. Nation should thank
farmers for displaying exemplary courage
and forcing the government to take this draft
bill back on Dec 30 meeting.

WHAT WERE THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS?
1) More powers to the center: One very
interesting change was being brought in with
regards to the appointment of chairperson of
the selection committees that appoints top
ranking officials in power sector. These
selection committees have members from
both the states and center as power sector
falls under concurrent list. The selection
committees will now be presided over by a
sitting judge of Supreme Court and not by a
retired judge of the High Court as at present.
May be, it has come to the government’s
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notice that some judges have a nasty knack of
suddenly acquiring wisdom immediately
after the day of retirement!! National Load
Dispatch Centre (NLDC) is going to be an all
powerful agency in the hands of the union
government now with regard to scheduling of
power throughout the country to all 5
Regional Load Dispatch Centers; Northern,
Eastern, Southern, Western & North Eastern.
Proposed amendments are in line with the
government policy that states should be
divested with crucial powers and more and
more powers are to be appropriated by the
center.
2) Subsidies, meant for the poor, to go: It is
now obvious that government intends to do
away with all the subsidies except those
given to the corporates by way of tax relief,
loan write offs, interest waiver or forgoing
several income receivables but they are
reluctant to do this in a single stroke. The
disguised method of doing the same is to give
subsidy by DBT ‘Direct Benefit Transfer’.
The truth spills out when the power minister
tries to remove the public ‘misconceptions’
on DBT, “It may be noted that Government
of India have implemented Direct Benefit
Transfer for 419 Schemes pertaining to 56
Ministries with cumulative savings of Rs.
1.70 lac crore.” Where from this amount of
Rs.1.70 lac crore saving has accrued, Sir, if
not by denying subsidy to the needy? Point to
be noted here is that whenever government
complains of the ‘burden of subsidies’ it
means subsidies meant for the poor and not
for the corporates. During last 6 years, debt
written off amount alone is over Rs. 8 lakh
crore!!
3) “Cost will determine tariff”: This, in simple
English means that the tariffs are set to
increase manyfold. It is to be kept in mind
that privatization, anywhere, means rise in
cost for the consumer and cumulative rise in
profit for the corporate owner. Market forces
will determine the cost of electricity to the
consumer. “It is estimated that the total
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regulatory asset, i.e. revenue due to a Discom
but not collected because appropriate tariff
increase was not given, in the country is
about Rs. 1.4 lakh crore.” Power minister is,
in a way, scolding the states that the private
Discoms are suffering losses because states
have not increased electricity rates in time.
Why should the private Discoms suffer
losses, they exist on this earth only to earn
profit?? Monthly or bimonthly electricity
bills that the consumer receives now are
‘heavily subsidized’ and in future the
consumer will be paying the actual cost of
electricity. Steep tariff rise is long overdue,
they say and it is justified in a very interesting
manner by the intelligent power minister as is
expected from a retired bureaucrat. Corporate
electricity distribution companies, Gencos
and Transcos owe over Rs.2.26 lakh crore to
the government. They have borrowed this
amount from consortium of different banks
which will collapse if this debt is not repaid
by these companies and this will, eventually,
lead to the collapse of the whole banking
system, that is why tariff have to rise!! But
we have to say, Mr. Minister, that if this
system is so keen to collapse then why not let
it collapse once and for all!!!
4) Ease of doing business: This has become a
very dreaded jumla these days because the
nation has just witnessed that all the worker’s
rights have been snatched for providing ‘ease
of doing business’ for the corporates. Cross
subsidies mean differential rate of electricity
to the industry and domestic consumption
and to the agriculture sector. The nationalist
government doesn’t like this ‘partiality’ at
all. Why should there be discrimination?
Electricity will, therefore, now be available
to domestic consumers, industrial and
corporate bourgeoisie and farmers at the
same rate. Farmers were ‘enjoying’ double
subsidy in matter of electricity supply these
days, one at their home and another at their
tube wells. Hence their cost of electricity was
certainly going to shoot up. They are up in
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arms not without reason. This was going to
be done but not in one stroke as that may
jeopardize the whole design as the people
may rebel. This was, therefore, to be done but
in phases. Government says that cost of cross
subsidy at present is about 50% of the cost of
electricity which was to be brought down to
20%. This 20% was also certain to go but not
now. Government has mastered the tactics of
‘managing the pain’ that reminds one
interesting story; if a frog is dropped into a
pan filled with boiling water, it will either
jump away or die but if the same boiling
water is poured over it slowly for longer
period than frog will feel pain and get used to
it but will survive!! We are being treated the
same way!!
5) Establishment of Electricity Contract
Enforcement Authority: This was going to
be a draconian amendment to punish the
defaulters of electricity bills but the complete
details are not yet available. “CERC (Central
Electricity Regulatory Commission) and
SERC
(State
Electricity
Regulatory
Commission) do not have powers to execute
their orders as decree of a civil court. An
Authority headed by a retired Judge of the
High Court is proposed to be set up with such
powers including but not limited to powers of
attachment and sale of property, arrest and
detention in prison and appointment of a
receiver to enforce performance of contracts
related to purchase, sale or transmission of
power between a generating company,
distribution licensee or transmission
licensee. This will enhance sanctity of
contracts and spur much needed investment
in the power sector.” These civil as well as
criminal punishment provisions were not
going to stop at ‘transmission licensee’ but
these were set to be extended to include the
defaulting consumers also. It was meant for
them only.
6) APTEL: Appellate Tribunal (APTEL)
would have 7 members with increased
powers for quick disposal of cases. It was to
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enjoy powers of the High Courts and also
powers of the Contempt of Court Act to
punish the ‘guilty’ severely. Sections 142 and
146 of the Electricity Act were to be amended
to enhance quantum of penalties, exact
details of which were not available though.
Section 146 deals with penalties to those who
disrupt electricity supply so it had potential
to be used against democratic mass
movements also.
7) Corporate Discoms were to be given powers
to sublet their job of electricity supply. This
would have facilitated formation of a giant
company getting contract to supply
electricity in as many cities as they could,
may be entire country and then the corporate
company would had powers to appoint
franchisees/ sub licensees. Adanis and
Ambanis of the country were, obviously,
delighted and backing Modi government
with full might not without reason. They may
complain now or would have already been
assured that ‘please wait a while’.
8) Cross border trade of electricity: Please do
not get confused by this title. This, actually,
meant supply of electricity to other countries,
meaning export of electricity. This clause
didn’t refer to trade of electricity among
different states within the country.

GLORIOUS PEASANT MOVEMENT AGAINST
ELECTRICITY AMENDMENT BILL, 2020 IN PUNJAB
Protest against the proposed Electricity
Amendment Bill in Punjab is precursor to the
historic farmers movement going on at present.
‘The Print’ report has revealed the modus
operendi of the fraud, how the governments are
helping the private players to enable them to sell
power at higher rates to consumers and how the
public sector enterprises are being made sick,
how the power crisis are created. This report also
reveals a very pleasant aspect, how the farmers
are seeing through the entire game, getting wise
to lead their protest movements effectively. This
columnist acknowledges, thanks and appreciates
their effort.
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There are total 5 power stations in Punjab; 2
government run at Lehra Mohabbat and Ropar,
having power generation capacity of 1760 MW
and 3 private run at Talwandi Sabo, Rajpura and
Goindwal Sahib, generating total 3920 MW.
Punjab produces 1300 MW via renewable
sources and has total power capacity of about
7000 MW and has a distinction of being 22.9%
power surplus state. Bhartiya Kisan Union (Ekta
Ugrahan), farmer organization spearheading the
agitation in Punjab against proposed Electricity
Amendment Bill, 2020 alleges that government
is selling electricity to Delhi @Rs.2/ per unit but
they are charging farmers @Rs.8/ per unit. The
more serious allegation, however, is that Pujnab
government (a Congress government) is hand in
glove with private corporates running the power
plants in the state. They have deliberately shut
Ropar plant and are deliberately reducing power
generation capacity of government plants so that
private power generation players could mint
money out of sucking blood from the poor
peasants by charging far higher rates per unit of
electricity. Sukhdev Kokri, General Secretary of
the BKU (Ekta Ugrahan) made a very interesting
announcement, “If the government power plants
run to the full capacity and there is still a power
shortage, we will, immediately, call off the
protest and vacate the plant entrances.” In
retaliation to the government move to close
down government run Ropar plant, the union
protested aggressively, sit at the gates of the
private plants at, Talwandi Sabo owned by
Vedanta and Rajpura owned by L&T and forced
closure of both. “We started our protest on the
rail tracks leading to these power plants on 1
October and continued till 23 October to choke
the coal supply. After the Centre suspended
freight trains on 24 October, we moved to the
entrance because we don’t want to
inconvenience farmers who need essential
supplies for cultivation at this time. But our
protest against the corporates is still
underway,” said Uttam Singh of BKU (Ekta
Ugrahan), who was protesting at Talwandi Sabo.
Nation should learn from Punjab farmers, how to
lead the protest these days and how to outsmart
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the corporate bought governments, keeping the
unity of the toiling class intact. “We have
targeted the corporates who want to take over
our land through the new farm bills brought by
Modi. This is why we first blockaded the rail
tracks so coal could not reach these private
industries and our message would reach Delhi,”
said Ravinder Singh, who was also protesting at
Talwandi Sabo. Yes Sir, message has indeed
reached Delhi in emphatic manner and the fascist
government at center is running out of jumlas.
All their tricks to befool the masses are falling
flat on the ground!! “We are also protesting
against the proposed Electricity (Amendment)
Bill, which seeks to make farmers pay high
prices for electricity in order to favor private
companies and help them profit,” said BKU
(Ekta Ugrahan) chief Joginder Ugrahan. They
are spot on. Can anyone find fault in their
approach? Is it not exactly the motive of
government? Only a moron can allege that the
farmers are misguided and the opposition is
playing game using these farmers as pawns!!

POWER SECTOR EMPLOYEES/ENGINEERS ARE
PROTESTING AGAINST PRIVATIZATION OF POWER
SECTOR IN UP
Lakhs of power sector employees and engineers
are protesting this proposed Electricity
Amendments Bill all over the country. UP
electricity employees too are protesting this bill.
Besides offering power sector to the corporate
sharks to loot maximum profit, employees are
also going to lose job securities. It is pertinent
here to mention that the electricity department
employees of UP under the banner of ‘Vidyut
Karamchari Sanyukt Sangharsh Samiti’ have
successfully launched a massive protest
movement against the bill introduced by Yogi
government to privatize Purvanchal Vidyut
Vitaran Nigam Limited of electricity department
in UP. Over 15 lakh employees went on strike on
Oct 5 and forced the UP government to hold
back the law.

WE ARE ALREADY PAYING FOUR TIMES OF COST
OF ELECTRICITY; THIS BILL WOULD HAVE
INCREASED MANIFOLD
According to a report published in National
Herald dated 25 July 2020, Indians are paying
highest electricity tariffs in entire South Asia
whereas the cost of power generation here is the
lowest here. We are the only country where solar
energy costs 14% less than thermal power and it
does not pollute climate. It is the corporate greed
that is coming in the way of huge power
generation by way of solar energy as we have
unlimited solar light available in entire country
throughout the year.
Power distribution
companies Discoms are charging three to four
times of the cost of power generation even than
these are always showing huge losses to seek tax
and interest rate concessions from government.
These companies often resort to blackmailing
tactics threatening to cut electric supply in case
their accounts are audited by the government
agencies. Government has recently come out
with a Rs. 900 billion bailout package for
Discoms but these companies again manage to
qualify for another bail out!!
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CAPITALISM IS IRREVERSIBLE AND UNSTALLABLE
BUT NOT UNDESTROYABLE
It is evident that the process of privatization of the
power sector is going on since 1975, well before
any other sector was put under the hammer. It was
slow but steady till 1991 when crisis of the
capitalist system got aggravated insolvably and
prompted the Rao-Manmohan government at
center to unleash mass privatization of public
sector assets under the slogan of LPG
(Liberalization, Privatization, Globalization).
Parasitic corporate class and their paid cheer
leaders hailed the event as freedom from license
raj. Actually, that was a freedom for the big
monopoly houses to grab PSUs built on the tax
collected from the poor people of the country, for
a song. Power sector has remained the preferred
‘item’ for the corporate to pick because it’s so vital
that it affects rich and poor all. It’s the most critical
sector as it provides the owning corporate, a huge
potential to arm twist government and people both.
By having control over electricity supply which
people cannot live without, the corporate owner
can make the government dance to their tune, raise
the tariff as much as they want. Discoms are doing
the same right now. BSES Rajdhani and BSES
Yamuna owned by Reliance Infrastructure of
Mukesh Ambani supply electricity in Delhi, owe
lakhs of crore loan to a consortium of over 10
banks in Delhi. These companies always keep
their outstanding balance in their accounts
overdue, tentatively close to the point of getting
classified as NPA, keeping both the bank
management and Delhi government on their toes
and blackmailing them. Banks themselves plead
before government to raise the tariff or their banks
will drown!! Both the companies are notorious to
fudge their accounts to declare losses. Arvind
Kejriwal boastfully declared to get their accounts
audited by the CAG after coming to power. He did
come to power, formed the government, CAG
officials reached the offices of BSES Rajdhani and
BSES Yamuna but could not commence the audit.
Such is the brazenness of power that these
corporates are enjoying these days!! Kejriwal,
since then, has become ‘wise’ and has,
conveniently, forgotten that promise and the
system is going on as usually!! He was, in fact,
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getting too hypocritic, all other bourgeois
governments and central governments know the
reality and keep mum. The Electricity Act 2003
and 2014 were two legislations that were
introduced to privatize the power sector at a
quicker pace as per needs of the bourgeoisie and
the same ‘market conditions’ are now pushing
Modi government for the proposed Electricity
Amendment Bill, 2020 to go all out and complete
the process of privatization of power sector. Modi
government has put this bill on hold for the
moment to buy peace but let there be no confusion
to the farmers that state will keep looking for an
opportunity and will rush through this legislation
in not a distant future. Otherwise also, government
enjoys tremendous powers to do whatever it
decides. Exactly the same pattern is being
witnessed in every sector of the economy. Farmers
are putting unprecedentedly brave resistance never
witnessed in free India, blocking the roads of
national capital from all sides for over 35 days now
and over 40 protestors have laid their lives for the
cause, against the three black, anti- farmer agri
laws. The question, however, is, whether this
process of privatization of power sector can, now,
be stalled or reversed? In spite of having highest
regards for the bravery and courage of the fighting
farmers, the answer is ‘NO’. Modi government has
been forced to drag its feet in order to buy peace at
this juncture but is it possible that government will
roll back the whole process undertaken so far? The
answer, again, is ‘NO’. Capitalism is decaying
day by day, bringing more and more miseries to
the toiling people on the one hand and increasing
the mountains of profit of handful of monopoly
houses on the other. This system has crossed its
expiry date long back and is now beyond any
repair or reform. Any movement which is seeking
to roll back or to stall capitalist ‘development’ is
actually seeking to reform the system and is
doomed to fail. Privatization in power sector has
already reached half way, present halt that is
forced on this government will be temporary and
government will pursue the same after a while.
Besides demanding relief under the system, focus
of any mass movement has to be to bury capitalism
as such which is at the root of all the problems.
Everyone doesn’t need electricity, according to the
capitalist rule of market forces. Those who can
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afford will have light, those who can’t will grope
in dark. If we don’t subscribe to this rule, we shall
have to join ranks with other toiling masses to bury
this anti human system deep because this has a
nasty tendency to surface again and establish at its
place a just and humane system where every
human being matters, everyone counts. When
everyone will work and will have access to
electricity and to each and every natural resource,
rightfully.

REMEMBERING

SAVITRIBAI PHULE
(ON HER 190 BIRTH
ANNIVERSARY) AND
TH

FATIMA SHEIKH
Important figures in the struggle
against patriarchy and casteism, who
were the first female teachers of India
and who, along with Jyotirao Phule,
opened the first Indian girls’ school in
Pune in 1848.

“Knowledge always demands
increase, it is like fire, which must
first be kindled by some external
agent, but will afterwards always
propagate itself.”

3rd January 1831 – 10th March 1897
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REMEMBERING COMRADE

ANTONIO GRAMSCI
ON HIS 130 BIRTHDAY
TH

“
A government of the classes of
workers and peasants, which will not
preoccupy itself either with the
constitution or the sacred principles of
liberalism, but which is determined to
definitively defeat fascism, to disarm
it and to defend the interests of the
workers of the cities and the fields
against all exploiters, this alone is the
sole youthful force capable of
liquidating a past of oppression, of
exploitation and crime and of giving a
future of true liberty to all who labor.

”

- Gramsci [Neither Fascism nor
Liberalism: Sovietism!, 1924]

22nd January 1891 – 27th April 1937
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THE PEASANT QUESTION IN MARXISM-LENINISM
Shekhar
The peasant question has always been a very
important question in Marxism-Leninism since
the very inception of Marxism. For Marx, it
never lost his attention except for a short period
here and there. After the Communist Manifesto,
during which it went into the background for
some time, it jumped to the forefront in Marx’s
writings especially on the unfolding revolutions
in France and Germany. After that Marx and
Engels went further more deeply into this
question in the light of problems of developing
countries outside west Europe. This question
however was attended theoretically, politically
and also practically as a far more urgent and
serious question by Lenin during and after the
Russian Revolution in the light of the teachings
of Marx and Engels. What we learn from their
writing is that the uniqueness and complicated
character of peasant question as existing in every
country of the world is in this that the peasant
possesses two souls, one of a proprietor and the
other of a worker. Here in lies the difficulty in
dealing with the question as to how the mass of
the peasantry of a country is to be drawn into the
revolutionary movement led by the proletariat.
Same is the case of the urban petty bourgeois
class and small producers who are in the same
boat as that of the peasants in all countries.
It is correctly acknowledged that the experience
of dealing with the peasant question in the
Russian Revolution and the discussion that arose
therefrom on this question still has enormous
impact both on India's peasant question and the
political agenda of revolutionary Left movement
related to dealing with this question whose main
purpose is to winning over an ally to the side of
the proletariat and proletarian revolution. The
main question in addressing peasant question is
hence this, ‘what is to be done to win over the
peasants who are themselves differentiated into
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different strata and classes, to the side of the
working class and the proletariat’?
My contention here with regard to the presentday farmers and peasants movement is that with
the promulgation of the new agricultural laws
and the entry of the corporates in the Indian
agriculture, the Indian peasantry might behave
as a single class just as the Russian peasantry
behaved vis-à-vis in the revolution against Tsar
from 1905 to 1917 when contradictions between
various segments remained largely muted.

ATTITUDE TO DIFFERENT CLASSES OF PEASANTS
In a country that has large landed states, whether
capitalist, feudal or semi feudal estates it poses
no challenge in deciding what is to be done with
them as a clear distinction is generally made
between the landlords, the owner of the landed
states and the rest of the population living off
agriculture under those states. In these cases, the
landlords act as fetters on economic
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development i.e. on the development of
capitalism in agriculture and therefore they must
be expropriated.
The difficulty lies where there are other major
segments of the agricultural population, namely
the peasantry, that is differentiated into more
than a couple of classes from poor to rich whose
appraisal in terms of their political or
revolutionary potentials poses a lot of difficulties
in the form of too many different approaches to
them. Therefore, we have to see the views of
Marx, Engels and Lenin about these sections and
segments.

PEASANT QUESTION IN MARX AND ENGELS'
WRITING
Marx wrote in the Manifesto itself that there is
no need to abolish small peasants. Beyond this,
while the Manifesto contains but only passing
remarks on the peasant question. There is only a
mention of ‘the peasant’ or the ‘peasants’ as a
whole in a couple of places in the Manifesto.
Elsewhere it is stated that ‘there is no need to
abolish’ certain types of property like that of the
small peasant [MECW 6, page 488-98].
Marx's views get exemplified in his thesis ''The
Class Struggles in France'' from 1848 to 1850
and then in ''The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis
Napoleon."
Marx's writes in "The Class Struggles in France"
- ‘The French workers could not take a step
forward, could not touch a hair of the bourgeois
order, until the course of the revolution had
aroused the mass of the nation, the peasants and
petty bourgeois standing between the proletariat
and the bourgeoisie, against this order, against
the rule of capital, and had forced them to attach
themselves to the proletarians as their
protagonists.’
To draw a parallel here to what is happening in
India, a historic peasant movement is going on
against the corporates which in final effect will
go against capitalist system if it further
intensifies and working-class forces are still not
in a position to influence it apart from the fact
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that some petty bourgeois activists and
ideologues of the proletariat are supporting or
opposing this movement. Working class is in no
way in any position to take a step forward or to
touch hair of the bourgeois order. This is how
matter stands right now when we have quoted
Marx's statement here.
Similarly Marx writes in ''The Eighteenth
Brumaire of Louis Napoleon" - ‘Napoleon was
the only man who had exhaustively represented
the interests and the imagination of the peasant
class, newly created in 1789’ [MECW Vol 10]
He further writes in ''The Eighteenth Brumaire
of Louis Napoleon" - ‘Bonaparte represents a
class, and the most numerous class of the French
society at that, the small holding peasantry…A
smallholding, a peasant and his family,
alongside them another smallholding, another
peasant and another family. A few score of these
make up a village and a few score of villages
make up a department. In this way, the great
mass of the French nation is formed by simple
addition of homologous magnitudes, much as
potatoes in sack form a sack of potatoes’
[MECW Vol 11].
So clearly, here it is clear that what to talk of rich
peasants, even the small holding peasants, if they
are not the ally of the working class, are bound
to become an ally of the enemy of the working
class. That's why winning over the peasantry
constitute one of the most foremost important
tasks of the proletariat.
In the above Marx's writings, the ‘Peasantry as a
Class’ refers to the ‘class of small holding
peasants’ that look like synonyms and in which
other sections of the peasants particularly the
bigger ones or the landless etc are outside it. This
so occurred because Marx was dealing with the
question of peasants in the French society where
‘the most numerous class of French society’ was
the small holding peasants. So, we can infer that
the references to the ‘peasant’ or ‘the peasant
class’ in the Manifesto or in "The Eighteenth
Brumaire" or in "The Class struggle in France"
were, indeed, to the small holding class of
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peasants or small peasants only. This thinking
seems likely to be true and correct also because
the Napoleonic Code benefited primarily the
small peasantry.
The political implication of what Marx writes in
'The Class Struggle in France' is clear i.e. the
small peasantry could and must join the
proletariat in its cause which automatically
means that bigger (rich and landlord) peasants
could not under any circumstances agree to fight
the bourgeoisie under the leadership of the
proletariat or when the proletariat is in the
vanguard position of such a fight.'
It is to be noted that it wasn't Marx himself who
wrote on the stratification of the peasants. It was
only Engels who had dealt with this in the
context of peasant revolts in Germany. Engels
wrote these articles dealing with peasant
question in Sept 1851 i.e. even before the
publication of The Eighteenth Brumaire that was
published in December 1851.
Of course, Marx knew what Engels' views were
on the peasant question. In his article, which
happens to be his first one in the collection
''Revolution and Counter Revolution in
Germany'', Engels wrote that ‘there was the
great class of the small farmers, the peasantry,
which with its appendix of farm-labourers
constitutes a considerable majority of the entire
nation. But this class (i.e. peasantry _the present
author) again subdivided itself into different
fractions. There were, firstly, the more wealthy
farmers, what is called in Germany ‘Gross’- and
‘Mittel-Bauern’, proprietors of more or less
extensive farms, and each of them commanding
the services of several agricultural labourers.
This class, placed between the large untaxed
feudal landowners and the smaller peasantry
and farm-labourers, for obvious reasons found
in an alliance with the anti-feudal middle class
of the towns its most natural course’ [MECW
Vol 11].
Further in the same paragraph Engels also refers
to three other classes – small freeholders, feudal
tenants, and farm labourers that are characterised
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as separate classes and not as the fractions of the
same class.
In 'The Peasant Question in France and
Germany' (1894) Engels further analysed deeply
various rural classes more extensively than
before but the analysis was limited and confined
mainly to France and Germany with reference to
the latter half of the 19th century. For elsewhere
or for other countries of Europe and the world,
Engels remarked that the class structure must be
different in those countries.
According to him, leaving aside the big landed
estates, there were four rural classes, namely big,
middle and small peasants and farm servants.
But the small peasant occupies the key position
in his analysis who was either “the owner or
tenant – particularly the former – of a patch of
land no bigger, as a rule, than he and his family
can till, and no smaller than can sustain his
family” [MESW, page 383].
Thus he also defines the small peasants here
according to which the small peasant was selfsupporting. His family labour sufficed for
cultivation and the produce of the land somehow
sustained his family followed however by a
gradually worsening of his condition under the
impact of capitalist farming, due to which he was
to later become unable to keep draft animals and
lose over half of his farm productive activity in
handicrafts, while taxes, partition of the family
land, and rising debts continued to cripple him.
He ‘is hopelessly doomed. He is a future
proletarian’, writes Engels (p 384).
This is what Engels says – "…the peasant of
today has lost half of his former productive
activity. Formerly, he and his family produced,
from raw material he had made himself, the
greater part of the industrial products that he
needed; the rest of what he required was
supplied by village neighbors who plied a trade
in addition to farming and were paid mostly in
articles of exchange or in reciprocal services.
The family, and still more the village, was selfsufficient, produced almost everything it
needed. It was natural economy almost
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unalloyed; almost no money was necessary.
Capitalist production put an end to this by its
money economy and large-scale industry. But
if the Mark emoluments represented one of the
basic conditions of his existence, his industrial
side line was another. And thus the peasant
sinks ever lower. Taxes, crop failures, divisions
of inheritance and litigations drive one peasant
after another into the arms of the usurer; the
indebtedness becomes more and more general
and steadily increases in amount in each case
— in brief, our small peasant, like every other
survival of a past mode of production, is
hopelessly doomed. He is a future
proletarian…. As such, he ought to lend a ready
ear in socialist propaganda. But he is prevented
from doing so for the time being by his deeprooted sense of property. The more difficult it is
for him to defend his endangered patch of land,
the more desperately he clings to it, the more he
regards the Social-Democrats, who speak of
transferring landed property to the whole of
society, as just as dangerous a foe as the usurer
and lawyer. How is Social-Democracy to
overcome this prejudice? What can he offer to
the doomed small peasant without becoming
untrue to itself? (bold ours)
The further paragraph written by Marx proves
that it is not our task to directly and plainly
support or oppose small peasants’ aspirations.
The revolutionary task before the proletariat is
to
inculcate
growth
of
communist
consciousness in them and only in this stride the
proletariat supports the small peasants.
Engels also defines big and middle peasants as
those categories which ‘cannot manage without
wage workers… The big and middle peasant
must likewise inevitably succumb to the
competition of capitalist production and the
cheap overseas corn as is proved by the growing
indebtedness and the everywhere evident decay
of these peasants as well’ (p 396).
So here, Engels says that big and middle
peasants like small peasants also succumb to the
competition of the capitalist production and they
are also most likely to get ruined if the capitalist
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farming continues and grows to a certain given
level. In India, we can see this happening after a
very long existence and practice of capitalist
farming whose first phase brought ruin mainly to
small, poor and lower middle peasants, while the
onset of its second phase is all directed against
all the sections of the peasantry, including the
upper middle and the rich peasant sections.
Those who try to see today's rich and upper
middle peasant with the decades old spectacle
are not correct. The final victory of the capitalist
farming will naturally expropriate the rich
peasantry too.
Not to mention, the farm servants or day
labourers obviously stand apart from the
landowning peasant classes and do not have any
land. Wages are the only source of their
livelihood.
Now, at a programmatic level, the attitude of
socialists to the last class poses no problem as
Engels said that ‘Of course, a workers’ party has
to fight, in the first place, on behalf of the wage
workers, that is for the male and female
servantry and the day labourers” (p 396). There
is no difference of opinion among us on this.
Engels quotes from the French Party document
of 1894 and stands in approval to this - “it is the
duty of socialism to put the agricultural
proletarians again in possession – collective or
social in form – of the great domains after
expropriating their present idle owners” (p
386). There is not difference of opinion on this
too.
On the other hand, the attitude to the small
peasant is complex and our attitude to the middle
and big peasants is even far more complex.
Engels says that he sees no ‘use for the small
peasant as a party member if he expects us to
perpetuate his property in his smallholding’
(MESW, page 392).
So just supporting the peasants is not the task of
the vanguard of the proletariat, not even in the
case of small peasants.
But Engels also says that the party of the
proletariat must be ‘decidedly on the side of the
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small peasant’, and must ‘do everything at all
permissible to make his lot more bearable, to
facilitate his transition to the cooperative should
he decide to do so’. He also says that the
working-class party must help him remain on his
small holding ‘for a protracted length of time’
till he opts to join the peasants' cooperatives.
So here the ambiguity remains as to what exactly
is to be done to the small peasants. Let us read
this this important paragraph of Engels that
makes the point of support clear to us. He writes
- “we do this not only because we consider the
small peasant who does his own work as
virtually belonging to us, but also in the direct
interest of the party. The greater the number of
peasants whom we can save from being actually
hurled down into the proletariat, whom we can
win to our side while they are still peasants, the
more quickly and easily the social
transformation will be accomplished” (pp 39495).
So here, the task is well set what we have to say
to the small peasants.
Moving to what we have to say to the big and
middle peasants who also decay and disintegrate
under capitalism, what Engels writes is again
very important.
In case of big and middle peasants, too, Engels
obliges us with a way, however the only one
way, of helping the big and middle peasants
against their inevitable decay under capitalism.
He recommends cooperative farming in their
case, too. He writes that “here too the pooling of
farms to form cooperative enterprises, in which
the exploitation of labour will be eliminated
more and more… Otherwise we shall have to
abandon them to their fate…Most likely we shall
be able to abstain here from resorting to forcible
expropriation” (p 397).
Here, in case of middle and big peasant, Engels'
words are worth noting. What he says is very
important. He says that the big farmers also
decay in the wake of capitalist development and
hence they can also be helped but in only oneway i.e.by pooling of their farms to form

THE TRUTH / Issue 9 / January 2021

cooperative enterprises without leaving any
scope for the exploitation of farm labourers. His
last line in the quote is a pure indication that big
peasants may not heed to our suggestions as they
may not agree to an exploitationless peasant
farming in the form of cooperatives under the
leadership of the proletariat. That's why he
writes in a threatening manner like this:
Otherwise we shall have to abandon them to
their fate…Most likely we shall be able to
abstain here from resorting to forcible
expropriation”
So, Engels has set the task insofar as our task
towards peasants are concerned. Now in 2021,
the chances of big and middle peasants getting
ruined because of competition of capitalist
farming is even far greater. So, when the whole
peasantry is agitating today for the repeal of the
three pro-corporate laws imposed on the
peasants, to say that the upper middle and rich
peasants have no reasons to agitate along with
other lower rung peasants is a gross mistake,
even if they have been till yesterday the only
appropriator of the surplus production in the
agriculture.
And lastly Engels ‘flatly’ denied, and it is also
quite worthy of attention, that the party of the
proletariat of any country “is charged with the
task of taking into fold in addition to the rural
proletarians and the small peasants, also the
middle and big peasants… On certain questions
we make common cause with them and be able
to fight side by side with them for definite aims”
(p 389, MESW).
In the preface (1875) to The Peasant War in
Germany Engels stated the same even more
clearly: “The bigger peasants belong to the
bourgeoisie" [MECW Vol 21]. while Marx in
his letter to Engels on April 16, 1856 remarked
that ''The whole thing in Germany will depend on
the possibility of backing the proletarian
revolution by some second edition of the Peasant
War. Then the affair will be splendid.’ [MESC,
page 92].
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Later Kautsky in 1899 in his celebrated thesis on
peasantry examined and proved what Engels had
said and came up with the evidence. He found
that while the middle group of 5-20 hectares
expanded in all respect both numbers and area
under cultivation in comparison to all farms
taken together, nevertheless, the process of
proletarianisation continued as small farms were
becoming more dependent than ever on wages or
other earnings outside their own farms.
On the peasant question in other countries, such
as Russia, with a lower degree of
industrialisation, neither Marx nor Engels made
any deep analysis. So this was left to be done by
Lenin.
So far as the historical mission of capitalism in
agriculture is concerned, it is but turning of the
actual tillers of the soil into proletarians in the
wake of the continuous development of
capitalism in agriculture. Marx holds the same
opinion as Engels holds. On primitive
accumulation, in Capital, Marx underlined that
capitalism required the actual tillers of the soil
to be expropriated of any land and tools they
possessed and turned into agricultural
labourers. This had gone farthest in England,
and was proceeding as well in other countries of
the west. One possible, though not the only one,
inference from all this is that the same course
must be taken by other societies.
However, the peasants’ fate, just as peasants, can
be saved or retained by the proletarian state for a
quite long time till they themselves opt to
become free of their small piece of land on the
basis of higher and higher form of social
organisation of production showing them the
futility of holding on to that small piece of land
for ever i.e. via cultivation through the formation
of collective farms aided and helped by the
proletarian state. So the proletariat must give a
clarion call to the peasants to support their cause
as only under proletarian state they life can
sustain with decency and dignity, otherwise
under capitalism they are doomed and bound to
swell the ranks of the proletarian under
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capitalism with no decency and dignity
whatsoever.

THE CASE OF RUSSIA
Towards the end of the 19th century, two schools
of revolutionaries, both owing allegiance to
Marx, surfaced in Russia. One held that the old
commune would go the way that Marx foresaw
in 1867-68 i.e. would disintegrate to give rise to
capitalism in Russian agriculture, while the other
camp thought that Russia could skip the stage of
capitalist transformation of agriculture (depeasantisation as in England) and the commune
could serve as the embryo of future socialist
reconstruction. Chernyshevski (1859:188) who
had not read Marx, took the latter position.
In the 1873 in ‘Afterword to the Second German
Edition’ of Capital’ (vol I, page 15) Marx called
Chernyshevski a ‘great Russian scholar and in
his letter to 'Otechestvenniye Zapiski’ in
November 1877, Marx explicitly referred to the
question posed by Chernyshevski: ‘Whether
Russia should start, as its liberal economists
wish, by destroying the rural community in order
to pass to a capitalist system or whether, on the
contrary, it can acquire all the fruits of the
system without suffering its torment, by
developing its own historical conditions’. Marx
endorses in this letter Chernyshevski view
[MECW 24]
Previously Marx differed from this.
In 1882, in the ‘Preface to the Second Russian
Edition’ of the Manifesto (1882), Marx and
Engels write: ‘If the Russian Revolution becomes
the signal for a proletarian revolution in the
west, so that the two complement each other, the
present Russian communal ownership may serve
as the starting point for communist development’
[MECW 24].
In his reply to Vera Zasulich’s query broadly on
the same two alternatives as above, Marx took
more open stand in favour of commune. Earlier
in 1881 he had explained why the analysis of
Capital, chapter XXXII, was not relevant to
Russia. He wrote - ‘Private property, based on
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personal labour…will be supplanted by
capitalist private property, based on exploitation
of the labour of others, on wage labour.’ i.e. in
west Europe one form of private property was
transformed into another, capitalist form.
But Marx said in his reply to Vera Zasulich’s
query that it is not the case in Russia. He went
on to say that: ‘the commune is the fulcrum of
social regeneration in Russia, but in order that
it may function as such, it would first be
necessary to eliminate the deleterious influences
which are assailing it from all sides, and then
ensure for it the normal conditions of
spontaneous development’ [MECW 24].
A decade after Marx died Engels spoke
differently on this. In his letter (in 1893) to N F
Danielson, a leading Narodnik thinker, he could
see somewhat different outcome that occurred in
the last one decade in the life of Russian
peasantry. What was correct to say in 1882 was
wrong in 1893. He advised him not to take
'gloomier view’ of the emerging capitalism in
Russia than was warranted by facts. He said that
the commune could hardly develop into a higher
social form. The reason he cited for this is that
unless that ‘higher form was already in existence
in another country’, the Russian communes
could hardly develop into one. And so he said
that the commune ‘is doomed.'
So Engels seemed to have thought by then that
the die was cast in favour of capitalism in Russia
just as Lenin did at about the same time. What is
noticeable here is that Marx and Engels never
gave any standard formula for this particularly
for less developed and developing capitalist
countries. They also not hesitated to own up his
previous views when they proved wrong on a
given subject.

PEASANT QUESTION IN RUSSIAN REVOLUTION AND
LENIN (BEFORE THE REVOLUTION)
Lenin as an icon, after Marx and Engels, was
much more revered than anyone else of his time.
Later Stalin and Mao was also much revered
icons but they were at best Leninist as both also
called themselves.
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Lenin was an admirer of Chernyshevski, though
he differed from him on the question of fate of
Russian Commune. In his earliest anti-Narodnik
pamphlets during 1894, what he stated is quite a
strong pointer of his complete and open views.
He said, ‘No Marxist ever argued anywhere that
there ‘must be’ capitalism in Russia ‘because’
there was capitalism in the west, and so on’
[LCW Vol 1, page 192]. The question was
whether capitalism was or was not emerging in
Russia, and what the party of the proletariat
should do about it.

Lenin and Stalin talking to peasants, 1938.
In Lenin’s most famous work, The Development
of Capitalism in Russia (1899, in LCW 3), what
he writes carries a striking affinity with Engels’
1893 letter to Danielson. In his preface to the
volume, Lenin pays warm tributes to Kautsky’s
work on the same subject as ‘the most
noteworthy contribution to recent economic
literature’ after Capital, volume III. He noticed
that the ‘general process’ of capitalist evolution
of agriculture as depicted by Kautsky was nearly
the same to what was happening in Russia. Lenin
was of the view that the middle peasants were
being ‘ousted’ by the rich ones [LCW 3, page
181, 592-94]. He says that ‘the peasantry have
completely split up into opposite groups’ (p
187). In his writing he showed that ‘the rural
bourgeoisie or the well-to-do peasantry include
the independent farms who carry cultivation on
commercial lines in all its varied forms'. He then
writes that "…then come the owners of
commercial and industrial establishments, the
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proprietors of commercial enterprises, etc. The
combining of commercial agriculture with
commercial and industrial enterprises is the type
of combination of agriculture with industries
that is specifically peculiar to this peasantry."
From among these well-to-do peasants a class of
capitalist farmers is created…"The size of the
farm, in a majority of cases, requires a labour
force larger than that available in the family, for
which reason the formation of a body of farm
labourers and still more of day labourers, is a
necessary condition for the existence of the wellto-do peasantry."
What is important here in this is that well to do
peasants in themselves are not capitalist farmers,
however they emerge from the rich or well-to-do
peasants. For capitalist farmers to emerge, a
combination of the commercial agriculture and
commercial and industrial enterprises is
necessary. This will also mark the final victory
of capitalism upon agriculture. A very tiny
section of super rich peasants that emerges out
of the rich and big peasants must head the
commercial agricultural companies whose
merger with the commercial and industrial
enterprises will lead to final triumph of
capitalism in agriculture.
Seeing this, final victory of capitalism upon
agriculture in India can’t be said to have
materialised in the truest sense of the word. Only
with the successful entry of the corporates in
agriculture will it be finally victorious. The rural
bourgeois is still not a capitalist farmer in real
sense of the term.
In the Agrarian Programme of 1902, the SocialDemocratic party and the Narodniks both
demanded that the communes' ‘cut-off lands’
that was handed over to the nobles should be
given back to the communes and redistributed to
peasants through the elected peasant
committees. Lenin had also supported this
demand as it was a concrete demand against an
erstwhile feudal step. But at the same time,
Lenin writes that ‘trying to save the peasantry by
protecting small-scale farming and small
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holdings would be a useless retardation of social
development’ [LCW 6]
Later, when the peasant uprisings in the early
years of 20th century arose, and above all, after
the outbreak of the peasant revolution of 1905,
Lenin’s ideas had gone a transformation. In
place of a revolutionary ‘government of working
class' he called for a ‘revolutionary-democratic
dictatorship’ based on workers peasant alliance.
It was only in the wake of the 1905 Revolution
that Lenin supported the call of the Trudoviki
(formerly, Narodniks) for the confiscation of all
landed estates (not just the cut-off land as before)
for general redistribution. Although Lenin
would have chosen the poor peasantry to become
the exclusive beneficiaries in place of this
general redistribution, as it might lead to the
better-off peasantry taking a good slice of land.
After the revolution was suppressed, the
government tried to alter the agrarian landscape
in a major way. A powerful Czar minister
Stolypin launched reforms to create a class of
new farmers, the owners of ‘khutor’ and
‘otruba’, who would be separated from the
communes, and hence not subject to the
traditional system of repartitioning of land
among the peasant members. This was an
attempt to infuse capital i.e. dynamism that
otherwise was not able to penetrate given the
traditional system of repartitioning of land
among the commune members. The new layer
was also expected to act as a buffer between the
landlords and the gentry on the one hand, and the
mass of peasantry on the other. Both the Social
Revolutionaries (SR, the successor to the
Trudoviki) and Social Democrats denounced the
new scheme. Why? Because Lenin observed ‘a
fundamental shift towards a policy of
accelerated police destruction and plundering of
the commune. Its success would have
necessarily inflamed struggles for land within
the peasantry itself, and also it meant a long, a
very long road along which the goal i.e. the final
and complete consolidation of a purely
bourgeois peasant economy could have been
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achieved. Obviously, Lenin didn't opt this
tortuous road.
In 1917-18, there were widespread peasant
uprisings just following the February 1917
revolution that showed unquenched hunger of land
among the peasants. From March to October of
that year, a total of 5782 uprisings took place all
over Russia in which peasants seized lands,
implements, granaries and other moveables
belonging to the nobles and the gentry. Violence
engulfed as many as 482 out of 624 districts of old
Russia. Seeing this Lenin planned to go ahead with
the famous ‘April Theses’ that contained
'nationalisation of all lands in the country' and
'their disposal by the local Soviets of Agricultural
Labourers and Peasants’ Deputies'. But the
Bolsheviks at the same time also supported the
land seizure by the peasants (and this must be
noted), while the SR with a strong hold over the
peasants and stood for this all the previous years,
impotently denounced the 'lawless' activities of the
peasants (this must also be noted).
In August 1917, the SR adopted a radical
programme of land reform, the Bolsheviks
endorsed it, too. Lenin knew peasants wanted land.
The SR radical land reform eventually became the
first post Revolution Land Decree of the
proletarian government and state in November
1917. Lenin was quite flexible in approach to
practical movement of the peasants and all other
classes.
This is a very important thing to understand
what it really means leading in the midst of two
ongoing revolutions. We must learn it from
Lenin. It shows the meeting of peasant uprising
and the proletarian revolution in one single
cause. It is here that the great Socialist October
Revolution and the peasants' rebellions meet at a
point that made the socialist revolution
surprisingly spontaneous and bloodless. The Army
Jawans needed peace, workers needed bread and
the peasants needed land. All these met at one
single point that is why comparatively a smaller
party of the proletariat like Bolshevik Party could
immediately turned from a minority to majority
and easily smash the bourgeois rule without even
shedding a single drop of blood. (to be continued)
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REMEMBERING COMRADE

SAFDAR HASHMI
Safdar Hashmi was a revolutionary
cultural activist, a theatre artist and
the founder of Jan Natya Manch
(JaNaM). He is remembered as one of
the most influential figures in Indian
street theatre.
Safdar Hashmi and his troupe were
brutally attacked by political
hoodlums of the Congress party on
1st January 1989 while performing
the street play ‘Halla bol’ in
Sahibabad, in which Safdar suffered
fatal injuries and succumbed to
death on 2nd January 1989. Two days
after his death, his partner,
Moloyshree Hashmi, went to the
same spot on 4th of January in
Jhandapur Village of Sahibabad with
JANAM troupe and defiantly
completed the play.

12th April 1954 – 2nd January 1989
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GROUND REPORT

FARMERS’ HISTORIC MOVEMENT
AROUND DELHI
S V Singh
It is 36 days since farmers are camping at all the
border points on the highway. More than 40
persons have succumbed to the bone shattering
cold ways out in the open in night. Latest round
of talks between farmer union representatives
and government on Dec 30, though, have been
partially successful. Government conceded on 2
minor demands and agreed not to proceed on
first, criminal provisions of Stubble Burning Act
(contrary to the Supreme Court ruling in this
matter) and second on the proposed Electricity
Amendment Bill, 2020. Although nothing has so
far been given in writing and that aspect cannot
be ignored. Government has, however,
stubbornly refused to yield on 2 major demands
of scrapping the recently passes agricultural laws
and price guarantee on MSP. Next round of talks
are scheduled to be held on Jan 4, 2021 on these
two major demands.

1) SINGHU BORDER
Drive about 29 km from ISBT Kashmere
Gate on the GT Karnal Road to reach near the
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village Singhu. It has now become a Kisan
Terminus over there. Walk a few yards and
you will pass big trenches about 4 feet deep
across the road, barbed wire and jumbo sized
police barricades and large posse of armed
police as if you have arrived at a border with
another country. Uncountable tractors,
trollies covered with tarpaulin and a sea of
humanity with colorful turbans covering
entire 6 lane on the most busy GT Road,
national highway no 1. One can neither see
the other end of what looks like an army
cantonment nor can reach in a single attempt.
Trollies are not only covered properly, these
are transformed innovatively into a lodging
apartment with so many amenities inside, one
can’t imagine. Another feature that can’t be
missed is langars of food, tea, snacks run by
the farmers just like communes, very warmly
inviting all and sundry without bothering to
know any details and feeling happy after
serving if anyone agrees to eat. After entry
into the ‘cantonment’, one will certainly note
intermingling of farmers and the police
personnel both relishing tea and steaming
pakodas in great camaraderie, a scene never
witnessed in agitations. Along with one main
meeting ground with giant stage bearing
photo of Shaheed-e-Azam Bhagat Singh
among others, there are 2 other small meeting
places. No one is in any fear or hurry,
everyone looks relaxed and prepared for a
long stay. Continuous shouting of slogans,
fiery speeches go on as usually. Looks and
profile of farmers suggest that they belong to
all categories of rural population, agricultural
workers, marginal, small, middle and some
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rich farmers too in their glittering SUVs. A
large number of women are enthusiastically
participating in all the activities, more active
in langars preparing food. Speeches from non
-leaders like poor peasant are particularly
appealing as their words are drenched in their
sweat and miseries, drowned in debts till
neck, not knowing how to come out. Flags of
all colors mostly yellowish greens but red
communist flags too are in abundance.
This reporter visited the site on December 11
afternoon. A sikh youth from Anantpur
District of Punjab, waiving a red flag and
shouting Inqalab Zindabad at full throat,
wearing a beard but not particularly sikh
turban who works as whole timer for All
India Kisan Sabha, a farmer organization of
CPIM, happily agreed to stop besides a
march of tractors going on and talk. How
much land do you own? About 1 acre, he
replied. Can you make both ends meet out of
it? No, that is not possible even for one of us
3 brothers. We all know. That is why we have
moved to the town to look for some job. What
difference these three agri laws will make in
your life when without them also, you cannot
sustain your livelihood over such a small
piece of land? Don’t you think that marginal
peasants like you and agricultural workers
should have led their own movement rather
than following rich farmers demanding
MSP? He gives a confused and blank look
and replies after a long pause and deep
breath, ‘no one taught us all that, I know no
other way, may be you are right’. He parted
with warm handshake and hesitant smile.
Fierce raze against Narendra Modi and his
government and Adani-Ambani cannot be
missed wherever you may go, whomsoever
you may talk. ‘We failed to know his reality
and voted for him, we have shot on our feet,
we have to suffer now but not going to return
empty handed that is for sure and let it be
noted by Modi’. It is the unfailing essence and
feel of all speeches, all talks around hukka,
gossips in Punjabi. How to bear with
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sufferings and hardships in a long drawn
protracted battle is to be learnt from these
farm warriors. While returning to our warm
and cozy home, leaving them there to face
chilling night winds, one is overwhelmed
with compassion and heartfelt feelings.
Victory to these never say die fighters!!

2) TIKRI BORDER
Best way to reach there is by metro as there
is a metro station with the same name on the
green line from Kirti Nagar to Bahadurgarh.
Protest site is very near to metro station but
the police have made the access difficult by
deliberately obstructing the passage. May be
in, ‘what for are we here’, spirit!! Meeting
pandal is at the beginning. Farmers gathering
here is less than one fourth of Singhu border
but moving is more difficult as the road is
narrow and encroached on both sides.
Another distinct feature that can’t be missed
here is deliberate attempts by all to cement
unity between Haryana & Punjab farmers.
Banners of ‘Hariyana-Punjab Bhaichara’
were prominently displayed along with
banners like ‘Dalal Khaap, Saat Baas Jadiya
Khaap’ were also visible. On the date of our
visit, Dec 18, a Woman leader from
‘Haryana State Democratic Women
Organization’ delivered a speech assuring
complete support to farmers fight by women
from Haryana. She and all other speakers
made it known that they are one. Every
speaker from Haryana addressed by shouting
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‘Sat Sri Akal to all Punjabi brothers’ and
every speaker with Punjab, ‘Ram Ram to all
brothers from Haryana’ to cement unity and
solidarity. We, then, came to know that this
is being done deliberately to counter Haryana
government’s sinister agenda to divide
Haryanavis & Punjabis. Besides calling the
protesting farmers as ‘terrorists, Khalistanis,
Maoist supporters, playing into the hands of
Pakistan and China and misguided by
opposition leaders’ Haryana government
shamelessly raked Satlaj Yamuna Canal
issue to wedge a divide between farmers from
Punjab and Haryana. BJP even held a protest
at Gurgaon demanding more water from
Punjab under ‘SY Canal Accord’. Farmers
were, in fact, replying to the Haryana
government that ‘do whatever you can but no
one can shake our bond’. This, indeed, was a
heart touching marvelous gesture!! Only a
moron can say that these farmers are
misguided by opposition. No one can dare
misguide them. A banner promising support
from ‘All India Transporter Welfare
Association’ could be seen from quite a
distance. Here too the villains remained the
same trio as at Singhu border; Modi-AmbaniAdani (MAA)!! All known adjectives in
dictionary were being used for this
TRIMURTI, by every speaker quite liberally.
This also is a new phenomenon courtesy
farmer’s intelligence. One tall poor farmer,
Chhatar Singh from Mahendergarh District
of Haryana expressed exactly the same words
as by Mohinder Singh Saini from Anantpur
District or Punjab mentioned here above in
the first report. Langars of tea, pakodas and
food are lined up here as well with very warm
hospitality. This reporter cannot forget taste
of the tea sans milk made of several herbs
using jaggery and the warmth of Smt. Amrit
Kaur insisting to take second helping as it
will keep the cold away!! This report will be
incomplete if the efforts of volunteers from
Gargi Prakashan are not appreciated who
have put up a book stall displaying small
booklets in Hindi and Punjabi and were
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having great rush. Farmers of India are
vociferously
reading
Shaheed-e-Azam
Bhagat Singh and Karl Marx since last 36
days at least and this augurs well for this
nation. This reporter too picked up some very
nice booklets.

3) SHAHJAHANPUR/ KHANDORA BORDER
This venue of the ongoing historic farmers
movement never witnessed in our country is
at the joint where border of Rewari District
of Haryana meets border of Alwar district of
Rajasthan at 114 km from Delhi on DelhiJaipur national highway no 8. Credit for
forcing central government to drop the
vicious propaganda that this farmers
movement is organized by the misguided
farmers from Punjab and Haryana only
should go to the farmers protesting at this
site. Farmers not only from neighboring
states of Haryana and Rajasthan are camping
here but from as far as Gujrat and
Maharashtra are also very much there. The
point to be mentioned in this respect is that
Haryana government has not only obstructed
farmers march on highways, it has also
obstructed and forced them in the rural side
by using brutal police force. No other state
has gone to that extent and that is the reason
that Haryana farmers are extremely furious
with Khattar government. CM, Dy CM and
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several Haryana ministers are chased and
gheraoed by the farmers at several places.
Maharashtra contingent led by Maharashtra
Kisan Sabha affiliated to CPIM deserves
special mention. Who can forget that
marvelous and disciplined march last year by
these farmers from Nashik to Mumbai,
looking like a flowing river of red flags that
won not only their demands from the
Maharashtra government but also won hearts
of Mumbaikars. A contingent of over 25000
farmers entered Mumbai in the thick of night
without disturbing the traffic and peace of the
megapolis and people responding with
warmth and affection by offering food, snack
packets and water pouches. The same
winning and disciplined soldiers have
reached Shahajahanpur border also called as
Khandora border on Dec 29, received
enthusiastically by thunderous sloganeering
by their comrades form other states. Initially
they blocked half the busy NH8 highway but
now since Dec 25 entire highway at the
border is occupied by protesters. Police
repression was witnessed at this site initially
but it withered away as the strength began to
swell underlying the formula that police
repression in a movement is inversely
proportional to strength of masses
participating. Farmers had planned a grand
tractor march from Singhu border to
Shahjahanpur border of Dec 31 but that
proposal is now dropped as government has
conceded to two minor demands of the
farmers in a meeting held at Vigyan Bhawan
on Dec 30 and next meeting is scheduled on
Jan 4, 2021.

ground at Ghazipur border with no exit or
entry point there. Hence farmers, though,
huge in number, more than at any other
border but less than Singhu border, had
occupied the local roads on the ground and
police was stopping them from climbing on
top of flyover. During this period of
agitation, farmers have displayed their
commanding genius also. They are
marshalling their resources intelligently.
Noticing logistic difficulties at this border,
they called more contingents not only from
villages but also decided on Dec 26 to move
one contingent from surplus camp at Singhu
border to the deficient camp at this border.
They, then, succeeded to push back police
force and enter the expressway and did not
lose any time before occupying entire
expressway, not allowing any traffic
whatsoever. The BKU leader Rakesh Tikait
has defied apprehensions of some people that
he may go the V. M. Singh way but that
didn’t happen and he is displaying hereditary
fighting spirit and giving no opportunity to
government to buy peace without yielding to
any of the farmers demands. This eastern
front which looked vulnerable due to its
awkward geography has now become
impenetrable and this has frustrated the state
from playing any ‘game’.

4) GHAZIPUR BORDER
Eastern front of the farmers battle is about 40
km from Delhi on national highway no 24.
Farmers from western part of UP are camping
here. The day, this reporter visited the site
(Dec 19) there was no obstruction on the
highway. Actually, this highway has now
been upgraded into an express way and
height of that is about 10 meter from the
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5) PALWAL BORDER
About 62 km from Delhi on Delhi Agra old
expressway, this site of farmers protest is the
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weakest link though strength is rising at this
site also. Traffic is not stopped and protesters
are mostly camping under a flyover on the
Kudli-Manesar-Palwal-Ghaziabad-Kundli
peripheral expressway.
6) There were some unconfirmed news floating
on the social media that government may
decide to swoop down on farmers in the night
with brute force to disrupt and finish the
iconic farmers movement. The growing
strength of farmers, rising support and
sympathy of the masses at large and
spreading contours of the movement
nationwide thwarted in case there was any
sinister move by the government. Farmers
had a massive movement in Patna on Dec 29
where police beat the farmers brutally.
Similar movements were also reported from
several places in southern states of
Tamilnadu, Andhra, Telangana and Kerala.
This reality has reflected in the mood of
central government negotiators in Dec 30
meeting with farmers. The arrogance and
highhandedness of earlier rounds of
negotiations gave way to ‘cordial and
brotherly’ atmosphere in that meeting.
Farmers did uphold their self- respect and
brought their own food, didn’t touch
government feast. These were government
ministers who shared meal brought by
farmers. This in no way should be termed as
less achievement in the battle of wits.

7) MEMORABLE POINTS OF THE FARMERS
MOVEMENT:
A- Not a single incident of violence is reported
from any site. Even in case when some
hooligans were caught red handed
spreading venom by shouting pro Pakistan
or pro Khalistan slogans to disturb peace,
farmer volunteers got furious but did not
harm them. They only video graphed the
incident and handed the criminals over to
the police. Even the media mafia that
carries venomous campaign against
agitating farmers was treated fairly, only
hooted but not attacked.
B- There is absolutely no report of sexual
misconduct against women. No incident of
alcoholism or any drug consumption is
reported from any site contrary to such
propaganda against Punjab that one keeps
hearing.
C- Sense of discipline is exemplary.
Volunteers are alert but the participants
themselves are following rules and
maintaining order.
D- Not only the langars, medical camps, hair
cutting saloons but the farmers are also
running Kisan Malls at Singhu and Tikri
border distributing free items of daily
needs. No disorder or chaos is reported
from anywhere.
E- Most importantly, this is the first time in its
6 years of rule that the present dispensation
at center has come down on ground. They
have always treated agitators with
humiliating disdain. Farmers have made
them behave and have left them red faced.
Arrogance and obstinance have evaporated.
Government
is
unable
to
hide
embarrassment.

F- Visitors including yours truly, will
remember the warmth and hospitality of
farmers for their life. Hot pakodas with hot
tea, no where tastes as good as at Singhu
border. One may go there and confirm.
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A FASCIST HOAX CALLED ‘LOVE JIHAD’
(Originally published by Scientific And Polemic Society, Shimla)
In 2007 Communal Ideological Campaign of
"Love Jehad" gained currency the fringe Far-Right
organisation Hindu Janajagruti Samiti (HJS) in the
Dakshina Kannada district of coastal Karnataka
and parts of northern Kerala. HJS, until recently,
openly associated itself with the Sanathan Sanstha,
which has been named in several terror cases like
the 2009 Goa bomb blasts and was linked to the
murders
of
Rationalists
like
Govind
Pansare,Narendra Dabholkar, M.M. Kalburgi, and
journalist Gauri Lankesh. It's leaders in multiple
Public meetings started using the term ‘love jihad’
to suggest that Muslim men strategically entrap
Hindu women, marry them and convert them to
Islam as part of an Islamist project – the larger
objective, according to the organisation, being to
reduce Hindus to a minority group in India.
On its website, the HJS equated Muslim youth to
“sexual wolves” on the prowl. It also claimed
without any evidence that as many as 30,000
women had already been converted to Islam in
Karnataka alone, while in Dakshina Kannada,
around three Hindu women became victims of
"love jihad" everyday.
However, with Popular support to back its claims,
the HJS campaign could not take off as the Indian
fascist movement had wanted it to.
Around the same period, the HJS intensified its
communal campaign by claiming that an
organisation called Muslim Youth Forum and
multiple other Islamic websites had been training
young men for ‘love jihad’.
The allegations were probed by the Kerala police,
which found no merit in them. Later the Kerala
high court held that inter-faith marriages were
common and could not be seen as a criminal act.
But the HJS and other Sangh affiliates curiously
moderated the ‘love jihad’ pitch from thereon,
until the BJP unit of UP activated it again as a
political strategy in 2012 – this time in rural areas
of western UP where the notions of patriarchal
honour and caste solidarities are deeply
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entrenched. The ‘love jihad’ campaign in western
UP was much more elaborate than what it was in
coastal Karnataka. Here, the Sangh parivar
activists used the idea to amplify the old Fascist
rhetoric that stereotypes Muslims as cow
slaughterers, lustful reproductive machines,
criminals and black-marketeers.
The campaign had such an impact that in late 2012,
a khap panchayat in western UP banned women
from carrying mobile phones altogether. After all,
according to the rumour fuelled by the Sangh
parivar, mobile phone shops managed by Muslim
youth were the first stops for Hindu women and
Muslim men to interact. This decision was
subsequently endorsed by many other khap
panchayats of the contiguous Jat-dominated region
in western UP and Haryana.
The seeds of distrust had thus been sown before
the Muzaffarnagar communal riots in 2013. It
merely took a small skirmish between some Hindu
and Muslim men over a motorbike, in which one
Muslim man was killed, to snowball into a fullfledged communal riot that ravaged the region for
days.
As the day passed, the Sangh parivar started
circulating an old video in which Taliban members
were seen lynching a person and claiming this was
the lynching in Kawal village. The fake video was
circulated along with the rumour that the two Jat
men were lynched when they tried to prevent
Muslims from stalking their sister.
To stoke communal tension, the Sangh parivar
then organised a massive rally for the cremation of
the two Jat men who were killed. On their way
back from the cremation, the mob entered Muslim
colonies in Kawal on tractors and motorbikes.
They vandalised and looted Muslim houses and
shops, and burnt down mosques of the area while
shouting slogans like "Jao Pakistan, warna
kabristan , ‘Hindu ekta zindabad and ‘Ek ke badle
ek 100".
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The Fascist project was still incomplete. As the
fake video was widely circulated, a few Jat leaders
and some of them were already associated with
fascist groups who were by now heavily
influenced by the RSS’s ‘love jihad’ campaign
called for a mahapanchayat, or a general body
meeting of the Jat community, with the stated
agenda “to defend Jat honour against aggressive
Muslims”. Such mahapanchayats had some
representation from the Muslim community
historically, but no more. The mahapanchayat
together, gave a call to defend the honour of “their
women”. The mahapanchayat came to be known
as ‘Bahu, Beti Bachao Mahasammelan.
Those who attended the Mahasammelan resorted
to violence against Muslims on their way back.
The Muslim leadership organised its own
panchayats to try and counter the violence. Over
the next few days, communal violence gradually
spread to across Muzaffarnagar which killed more
than 100 people, most of them Muslim, and
displaced more than 50,000 Muslims from their
villages.
The ‘love jihad’ campaign resulted in one of the
biggest demographic transformations in India.
In Hindu-dominated villages, Muslims had left
their homes and properties to settle elsewhere.
Likewise, in most Muslim-majority villages,
although fewer in number, a large section of
Hindus had fled. In Kawal and many other such
villages, the People had illegally occupied all
Muslim land and households, even as thousands of
Poor Muslims were thrust into relief camps.
But this Campaign wasn't just limited to organised
riots Indian fascist movement delivered this lie to
the households through media, digital media and
most importantly by their trenches in each and
every public Areas.
And after Capturing State Power this process got
momentum.
And Now State after State are passing anticonversion ordinance against so called "love
Jehad". And this move is giving the result for
which it came into existence that is terrorising
minorities and Female section of society.
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SOME OF THE PRIME EXAMPLES
• Young woman protests after man she meant to
marry is arrested under interfaith marriage law
(https://scroll.in/.../watch-young-womanprotests-after...)
• Another Muslim Man Arrested Under ‘Love
Jihad’ Ordinance in UP, man’s wife said that
they had been consensually married to each
other
for
five
months
(https://www.thequint.com/.../anothermuslim-man-arrested...)
• UP: No FIR, no conversion, but Muslim man
held
for
‘love
jihad’
probe
(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/.../79648
822.cms...)
• UP Police Stop Wedding, 'Beat up Groom'
Based
on
'Love
Jihad'
Rumours
(https://thewire.in/.../up-police-love-jihadrumours-beat...)
• First woman detained under India's
controversial Love Jihad laws 'forced into
miscarriage' (https://news.yahoo.com/.../firstwoman-detained-under...)
• UP Muslim teen meets Dalit girl for ‘pizza
outing’, lands in jail under anti-conversion law
(https://theprint.in/india/up-muslim-teenmeets-dalit-girl-for-pizza-outing-lands-in-jailunder-anti-conversion-law/572473)
• UP Teen, Returning From Birthday Party,
Jailed
For
'Conversion'
(https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/bijnoruttar-pradesh-teen-returning-from-birthdayparty-harassed-jailed-for-alleged-conversion2343414)
And many more...
This law is against the right of female section of
society to "live life on her terms" and basics idea
of Love, and a serious encroachment into the right
to freedom of choice of the two individuals also.
States are using it to terrorise minorities which is
part of their fascist agenda. We Stand by the idea
Freedom to love and to choose love and we stand
against the atrocities against minorities.
Roll back this Communal Fascist Law!
Stand Against Fascist State!
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‘THIS ENDS RULE OF LAW’
POLICE RAID ON DELHI RIOTS ADVOCATE RAISES ALARM BELLS
SHOAIB DANIYAL
If the state can simply raid a lawyer fighting the
state and access his communications with an
accused person, what remains of the legal
system?
On Thursday, the Delhi Police’s Special Cell raided
the office of Mehmood Pracha, a lawyer
representing several people who are accused in the
February Delhi riots.
The raid, which lasted for 15 hours, relates to alleged
cases of fraud. This includes allegations that Pracha
had forged signatures on a notarised document as
well as instigated a man to depose falsely in a riots
case, reported the Print.
The riots in February left 53 people dead, many
injured and thousands more affected. They were the
most serious Hindu-Muslim clashes in seven
decades.
The drastic police action has raised serious questions
among Indian lawyers about the breach of attorneyclient privilege – the idea that communication
between a person and his lawyer is confidential. By
accessing computers used by Pracha, the Delhi
Police can potentially access communication
between Pracha and the clients he represents in the
Delhi riots cases.

COMPROMISING THE LAW
“This action is deeply worrying as lawyer-client
confidentiality is the bedrock of legal practice,
especially for criminal defence lawyers,” explained
Abhinav Sekhri, a lawyer practising in Delhi.
Anuj Bhuwania, a professor at OP Jindal Global
University explains that this action strikes at the
heart of rule of law in India: “If a lawyer fighting
against the state can simply be raided by the state and
his materials seized then really, it practically ends
rule of law.”
Mumbai-based Yug Chaudhry raises similar
concerns about the blow this raid strikes at India’s
legal system. “This raises very serious concerns
especially given the present climate where the

government is persecuting dissenters,” he explained.
“On top of that if the government then starts
prosecuting lawyers since they are fighting for
dissenters, the whole legal system which depends so
heavily on lawyers will be severely compromised.”

UNPRECEDENTED
Bhuwania points out the unprecedented nature of
what this raid on Pracha represents: “We’ve had the
Emergency, we’ve had situations like the fight
against Naxals but I can’t recall if the state ever took
such legal action before.”
Sekhri argues that not only was the Delhi Police at
fault, so was a court that allowed this. “In fact, what
makes it more worrying is that the police could
actually have tried to ‘raid’ his office themselves but
they got a warrant from a judge, who is designed to
function as a check and figure out what is the
purpose of the search,” he said.

ILLEGAL RAID
Nikhil Mehra, a lawyer practising in Delhi identifies
further legal gaps in the raid. “The warrant has been
issued under Section 93 [of the Code Of Criminal
Procedure], which only permits the “searching” of
specified documents,” explained Mehra. “Those are
the documents on the pretext of which the warrant
would have been obtained in the first place.
However by seizing the entire hard disk and meta
data pertaining to all files, the police have violated
the terms of the warrant. Over and above the breach
of the terms of the warrant, this will also obviously
cause a breach of the attorney client privilege in
relation to other cases too, which are not the subject
matter of the warrant.”
In a video of the raid, Pracha is seen making a
similar point: “As per the order from the judge, you
can’t seize [my computers] but you can look [at my
emails].”
However, the policeman insists that he must seize
Pracha’s hard drives.
(Originally published on Scroll.in on 25.12.20)
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#WORKERSWITHFARMERS

MASA AT SINGHU & TIKRI BORDERS IN SOLIDARITY
WITH THE FARMERS STRUGGLE
Demonstration and rally at Singhu Border (on 27 Dec 2020) and Tikri Border (on 19 and 26 Dec
2020) in solidarity with the farmers struggle at Delhi borders by various constituents of Mazdoor
Adhikar Sangharsh Abhiyan (MASA), including Inqlabi Mazdoor Kendra Punjab, Jan Sangharsh
Manch Haryana, Inqlabi Mazdoor Kendra, Trade Union Centre of India (TUCI), Mazdoor Sahyog
Kendra, Mazdoor Patrika, Karnataka Shramika Shakthi and IFTU Sarwahara.
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CENTRAL CONVENTION BY PRC CPI (ML) ON THE
11 MEMORIAL DAY OF COMRADE SUNIL PAL
“WORKING CLASS AND EMANCIPATION OF FARMERS”
TH

PATNA, 29 DECEMBER 2020
TH

Long live departed Comrade Sunil Pal
and all the martyrs of the communist
revolutionary movement!
On the 11th martyrdom day of
revolutionary working-class leader of
West Bengal and central committee
member of our party, Comrade Sunil
Pal, along with the memorial day of
Comrade Chandra Pulla Reddy and all
our martyrs, a Central Convention was
organized at IMA Hall, Gandhi Maidan
on the topic “Working Class And
Emancipation Of Farmers” from 10 am
to 5 pm, which was attended by 400
delegates.

The convention started with the welcome
speech by West Bengal Secretary Com.
Kanhai Baranwal after which floral
tribute was given to all the martyrs
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namely Comrades Chandra Pulla
Reddy, Phani Bagchi, Sunil Pal, T.
Madhusudan Raj, Badal Pal, Ram
Narsayya, Neelam Ramchandrayya,
Gaur Gadi, Mahadev Akudia,
Baleshwar Bhuiya, Arunakka and
others. The presidium comprised
Comrades Ajay Sinha, Kanhai
Baranwal, Sanjit Adhikari, Brij
Kishore Tiwari, Radheshyam, and
Siddhant.
The first session commenced at 11 am
with the presentation of the approach
paper drafted by PRC by its Secretary
Comrade Ajay Sinha. Following this,
the written notes sent by Comrades
Mukesh Aseem and Satya Veer Singh,
members of Editorial Board of the
monthly magazines ‘The Truth’ and
‘Yatharth’ who could not attend the
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convention due to difficulties, wishing
the convention's success was read out
which was warmly received with an
uproar of claps in the hall.
Representatives of various fraternal
revolutionary organizations were present
in the Convention who were invited to
present their views namely Com. Ram
Lakhan (Communist Chetna Kendra),
Com. Aditya Kamal (Shram Mukti
Sangathan), Com. Zameeruddin
(MCPI U). Along with this, Marxist
intellectual
associated
with
the
revolutionary movement, Com. Salman
Arshad, was also invited on the stage to
present his view. Com. Mantu Kumar
(PDYF Bihar) also presented his stand
from the stage.

present in the hall along with the
volunteers for their tremendous effort in
making this convention a success and
resolved
to
accomplish
the
unaccomplished dreams of Comrade
Sunil Pal and all revolutionary martyrs.
The convention ended with the recitation
of the Urdu version of the revolutionary
song Communist International following
which the hall reverberated with the
slogans of Long Live Revolution! Long
Live Marxism-Leninism! and of tribute
to all martyrs of the communist
revolutionary movement.
Proletarian Reorganizing Committee,
CPI (ML)
Source: PRC CPI (ML)’s Facebook Page

The first session concluded at 2 pm after
which the hall broke for lunch. After the
lunch break, the second session was
conducted till 5 pm. Revolutionary songs
were presented by our cultural team
comprising Comrade Ashu, Prem,
Narayan and Hari, and also by
Comrade Aditya Kamal. Towards the
end,
Delhi
Secretary
Comrade
Siddhant, on behalf of the Presidium,
thanked all delegates and other comrades
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