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EDITORIAL

REPEAL 'AFSPA'
DREADED TOOL OF STATE TERROR
Eight mining workers of Naginimora coal mine
located in Thiru Valley of Mon district of
Nagaland were returning to their homes in a
tempo after hard day's work at 3.30 pm on
Saturday, December 4. As their tempo
descended from the hill near the Assam Rifles
camp just ahead of Oting village, the troops of
the 21st Para Commando, without any warning,
started firing indiscriminately with machine
guns from two directions and shot dead 6 of
them and leaving remaining 2 critically injured.
Shiwang, 23, who has been shot in the forehead
and chest, and Yiwang, 30, who has been shot
in the ear, are admitted to Assam Medical
College Dibrugarh in a extremely serious
condition. After that, when the soldiers were
dragging the dead bodies down to another
vehicle and removing blood stains from the
ground, furious villagers surrounded them and
an army truck was set on fire. Army fired again
and killed one villager. After that the flames of
public outrage spread far and wide and the
enraged villagers again attacked the army
contingent who had without any reason killed

their innocent comrades. The soldiers fired,
yet, again into the crowd, killing 7 more
villagers. There is also news of death of a
soldier in that attack. Two villagers are
reported missing. According to unconfirmed
reports, they too have been killed. Army says,
they had received "credible intelligence" that
terrorists are going to launch an attack and
opened fire when Tempo did not "cooperate". A
total of 15 (17) innocent workers were, thus,
executed in cold blood. It is clear, now that the
army did not give any warning to stop before
firing indiscriminately on that tempo. The first
statement of the Home- Minister is worth noting,
'6 workers were killed due to the mistake of the
army, which we regret but 9 people died in selfdefense by the army'. Yet another barbarity of
army repression occurred in the North East, as
a result of which the whole of Nagaland is
burning in public rage.
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about it on our email (thetruth.edboard@gmail.com)
or Whatsapp no. (9582265711)
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Scene right after the Nagaland firing.

Union Home Minister, while giving information
about this massacre in Rajya Sabha on 6
December, gave a completely false statement
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that the army asked the said vehicle to stop but
when the driver tried to run away, the army
contingent had to open fire. Indian Express
spoke to the seriously injured workers, Xiwang
and Yiwang, in the hospital, in which they
informed that they there was no warning to stop.
When their tempo was descending from the
slope down the hill, bullets were fired
indiscriminately from two sides. They felt as if
bombs are exploding and they fell down in
panic. The tempo driver did not make any effort
to run away, they unnecessarily killed us. He
also told that it was not dark at that time and the
soldiers were able to see us. Shivang also told
how the soldiers were dragging the dead
bodies out of the tempo. Among those corpses
was also the body of his real brother, who was a
mine worker like him. He also told that they
were all completely unarmed. Giving very
important information to the Indian Express
(December 8), Superintendent of Dibrugarh
Medical College, Prashant Dhingia told that
both the seriously injured workers were quietly
left by the army personnel at midnight. They
didn't know who they were. It was only in the
morning, when the news of the killing of the
workers by the army spread, they posted the
pictures of Shivang and Yiwang on social
media, then they came to know that these two
workers are fellow workers of the same killed
workers. Nagaland Director General of Police T
John and Commissioner Rovilato Mor confirmed
in a joint statement to the state government that
"before firing on coal mine workers in
Nagaland, the armed forces did not make any
effort to ascertain their identity, opened fire
directly." Both the top police officers also told
that the soldiers wanted to take the dead bodies
silently by putting them in the van but had to
abandon that plan as the villagers surrounded
them. This was also the purpose behind quietly
leaving the workers seriously injured by bullets
in the hospital. If the villagers had not
surrounded the army men by putting their lives
on firing line, then the next day we would have
read the news of the 'dreaded terrorists' killed
by the army and weapons would also have
found in the hands of those poor workers. The
killer soldiers would have been promoted too
by now!!
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ARMED FORCES (SPECIAL POWERS) ACT
(AFSPA) 1958; BARBARIC BLACK LAW
LEAVES MASSES AT MERCY OF SECURITY FORCES
The painful story of the citizens of our beautiful,
picturesque 7 states of the North East facing
government repression is 63 years old. By
taking away the rights guaranteed by the
Constitution, this law that provides freedom to
armed security agencies to arbitrarily suppress
public sentiments under military boots, was
passed by the Parliament headed by Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru on 11 September
1958. Yes, the same Nehru ji, calling whom the
Messiah of democracy and Statesman, not only
liberals but also many 'Leftists' dance singing
praise songs. Very few countries have such a
draconian law that crushes democratic rights so
brutally across the world and leaves poor
masses at the mercy of armed forces. In fact, the
most important chapter of the entire
independence movement was the 'Quit India'
movement of 1942, which not only shook the
roots of the British power in our country but also
provided a historic opportunity to the
revolutionary forces of our country to lead the
exploited masses to the true freedom like in
Soviet Union as majority of the people had got
politically charged and took to streets en masse.
At that time, to crush that movement, the British
had brought a law in which the armed forces
were given freedom to arrest and kill anyone.
Nehru knew the 'usefulness' of that law, so the
'Armed Forces Special Powers Act, 1958 was
passed by combining the same law and the laws
brought at the time of the horrific communal
genocide at the time of partition.
The first two lines of this law read; ‘a law
granting special powers to armed security forces
in the disturbed states of the country (Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Nagaland and Tripura); Violence has become a
part of people's lives in the North Eastern states.
The government administration has failed to
control it.’
The 'socialist, secular, statesman' politician like
Nehru and his learned cabinet ministers did not
bother to ponder, why violence has become a
part of their lives among the citizens of the
North-East states? Is there any genetic,
biological predisposition among the people
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there? Has there been a violent breed in the
North East? Are those people different from the
rest of the country, they are uncontrollable,
they enjoy resorting to violence? Aren't there
multiple nationalities in the northeastern states?
Is it a crime to fight for the honor of their own
nationalities, Naga, Mizo, Khasi, Kuki, Bodo,
Tripura, Konyak, Noko, Makuri, Para,
Tangshung
etc
just
like
Gujaratis,
Maharashtrians, Punjabis, Bengalis, Tamils etc.
did? Their nationalities are small but is it a
crime or is it mandatory that minorities be
slaves and always submit to the dictates of the
majority? Is this, what we have learnt from the
hundreds of years of freedom movement
against British colonial robbers? Can public
sentiments be suppressed by force, forever?
Can people be made patriots by beating them
by sticks like nowadays the self-proclaimed
patriotic brigade of hardline Hindutva make
minorities say Jai Shri Ram? Mouths of people
can be shut or gagged by putting gun on their
head and crushing them under military boots
but can this brutal act stop the flames of public
rage from blazing beneath the surface? Is
barbaric violence by the state on its own people
justified? If this is our belief, then do we have
gall to call our citizens of north eastern 7 states
as our 'unalienable organ'? These questions are
very basic for a state which arrogantly
proclaims itself a welfare democratic state, ‘the
largest democracy in the world’. By pushing
these vital questions of life and death under the
carpet and leaving the poor people at the
mercy of the armed forces, a country cannot be
different from the colonial rulers.
Under Section 3 of this Act, Central Government
or the Governor of the State concerned can
declare any state as a disturbed area and inform
that the help of the armed forces is needed to
help the civil administration and this terrible
law comes into force. Once applied, all the
citizens of the declared state are forced to live
at the mercy of army. It should be noted here
that according to the constitution, law and order
is a state matter. Nehru passed this law in 1958
and immediately put to use in Mizoram and
Nagaland, under which the army fired from
helicopters.
Helicopter
firing
cannot
discriminate between guilty and innocent, it is
used to kill, maim and intimidate people, inflict
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state terror on the public psyche. Under this act,
the citizens of the North-Eastern states were
made to taste the fresh freedom that they had
not experienced even under British rule. This
dreaded tool of suppression was later used
during period of terrorism in Punjab after 1983
but apart from the northeastern states, the state
which suffered the most from its repression and
oppression is Jammu and Kashmir, where not
only it was used many times but in 1990 a
separate 'Armed Forces Special Powers Jammu
and Kashmir Act, 1990' was enacted for Jammu
and Kashmir. Under which even today the
constitutionally guaranteed rights of the people
are being ruthlessly crushed and the entire
state is turned into an open jail.

The coal miners a day before being shot dead

How barbaric is the AFSPA Act, becomes
evident just by reading sections 4 (a, b, c, d, e),
5 and 6. After implementation of AFSPA, any
officer of the army, even a subedar, if he feels
that there is a danger to 'national security', can
enter any house any time without warning, can
search and arrest people, can shoot to kill. To
do all this, he does not need to go to any court
to obtain any search warrant. He can search any
vehicle by stopping it anywhere, if in doubt, can
take that vehicle in his possession. If he feels
that any house, shop or office may pose a
security threat in future, then he can use force
to blow it up with a bomb. Even a locked house,
shop or office can be searched by breaking
open the lock. His use of force need not be
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commensurate with the 'potential danger'. The
most sinister provision is that after any such
action, if the suspicion of that officer is proved
to be absolutely false, concocted or fabricated,
as happened in the mining worker massacre in
Nagaland on December 4, even then no case
can be registered against him. No matter how
heinous the crime may have been committed, it
would be presumed that he did all this with
good intention. Even if the harassed masses of a
state compel the government to repeal this
barbaric law, as the people of Punjab, Tripura
and Meghalaya have done, still no one can be
blamed for the atrocities committed when this
act was in force. Cases cannot be registered,
FIRs can’t be lodged. There will be no
punishment to even these killer soldiers who
killed innocent workers in Nagaland. The
drama that 'it is being investigated' or 'they have
been suspended' will go on till the wound
remains fresh, later they will all be found
working in their place as usually. These soldiers
of the Assam Rifles, who were responsible for
the massacre, also know this fact because they
have committed such crimes many a times. How
many times has this happened since 1958, can’t
even be counted?

THE BARBARITY OF AFSPA BLACK LAW
ACKNOWLEDGED BY THE GOVERNMENT ITSELF
This law is so cruel that during 63 years since
1958 till date, all the parties have pointed out its
cruelty and inhumanity but only when they
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were in opposition. After coming to power,
every party has tied the same black band of
shamelessness on its eyes. This reality
underscores the real dreaded face of bourgeois
state power. Indira Gandhi imposed AFSPA in
1972 despite opposition from the Tripura
government turning blind eye to the
constitutional provision that law and order is a
state subject. P Chidambaram has commented
before and after this incident also that 'even if
this law cannot be repealed, then at least it
should be amended, it gives unlimited powers
to the army'. For ten years, the same
Chidambaram was sitting at the top of the
power, he was also the Home- Minister, but at
that time he shamefully forgot his words. In
2004, the UPA government set up a commission
under the chairmanship of Justice Jeevan Reddy
to study the bloody aspects of this inhuman law,
which submitted its report to the government in
2005, stating that the AFSPA Act had become a
heinous tool of brutal oppression on the people.
It should be withdrawn forth with. Confirming
that report, the second administrative
commission headed by Veerappa Moily wrote
that this black law should really be repealed.
The insensitivity of the government, however,
did not show any improvement. Both the reports
must be rotting, lying in some corner of the
Ministry of Home Affairs. At the end of its
tenure, the UPA government formed another
committee under the chairmanship of Home
Secretary Pillai. He said the same thing but the
government did not buzz. Modi-Shah
government has put aside the hypocrisy and
farce of these commissions and committees. For
these 'nationalists', army should be given more
leeway. Their patriotism means that the more
the working people are crushed, the more
democratic rights guaranteed by the
Constitution are snatched away, the stronger
the nation will be!! In the present era of the eve
of capitalism, the monopoly corporates, the
finance capital sharks have handed over power
to them with great expectations. How can they
let their bosses down!! All the parties of the
seven states of the North East have always come
to power with the promise, each of them has
made his/her political career on the promise
that after coming to power, they will remove
AFSPA, but after assuming power, either they
themselves forget that promise shamelessly or
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the Central Government does not give any
value to their proposal and it does not matter to
them sitting in Delhi. After the horrific firing
incident of December 4, the Nagaland
Legislative Assembly has given a written
recommendation to the Center to withdraw this
oppressive tool of state terror but the ‘almighty’
Home Minister did not bother to even comment
on it!!

HEGDE COMMISSION EXPOSED THE
INEXPLICABLE CRUELTY OF AFSPA
Manipur has the highest number of incidents of
youths being arrested by the army and then
killed in fake encounters by calling them
terrorists, separatists. Families who lost their
children in such barbaric fake encounters
formed an organization, Extra-judicial Killing
Victim Family's Association, Manipur,
EKVFAM and they filed a petition in Supreme
Court together with the 'Human Rights Alert'
(HRA) in which they submitted to the court
documentary proof and evidence that in 33
years between 1979 and 2012, a total of 1528
persons are killed in fake encounters by armed
security agencies. They prayed to the court that
these cases should be investigated. Since
irrefutable evidence was attached to the
petition, the Supreme Court appointed an
inquiry commission headed by Justice Santosh
Hegde, the other two members of the
commission
being
former
Election
Commissioner M Lyngdoh and former Director
General of Police of Karnataka Arun Kumar
Singh. The Hegde Commission investigated 6
cases out of these 1528 fake encounters as test
cases and in its report noted that none of these
encounters are true, not a single murder was
committed in self-defense by security agencies,
not a single victim has ever been directly or
indirectly involved in any act of terrorism in any
form, no person had any criminal record. Not
only this, the report further states that the law is
being flouted in Manipur in the name of antiinfiltration actions. This law gives unlimited
powers to security agencies and does not leave
any recourse to the aggrieved citizens, nor
does it have any scope to monitor its misuse. 12year- old Azad Khan was also named in the
list of people killed in fake encounters. The
commission pointed out that Azad Khan was
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a student of Class 8 of Phubakchao High
School, on 8.1.2009 when he was studying in
his house, 30 soldiers entered his house and
dragged him out, beat and kicked him
mercilessly and shot. Twenty-year-old Sonjit
was working with Tata Indicom. He was shot
dead while he was in office on duty. A total of
10 bullets were found in his dead body. After
the reality of the horrific murder of 12-year-old
Azad Khan was exposed and after being caught
in this heinous crime red handed, when the
army had nothing to say in defense, the
Supreme Court had to hand over the matter to
the CBI. Major Vijay Singh Balhara was
punished for the crime of murder, but apart
from this, the atrocities inflicted by the army on
innocent civilians by the army have been
protected by the provisions of the AFSPA Act.
No one else is convicted.

CITIZENS OF NORTHEAST HAVE PUT UP BRAVE
RESISTANCE MOVEMENTS AGAINST AFSPA
Iron lady, Irom Chanu Sharmila's name comes
at the top of the list of people running peaceful
protest movement against anti-people black
laws across the world. In fact, Manipur has been
the worst sufferer among the 7 states of the
Northeast that have been persecuted under the
guise of AFSPA black law. Immediately after
this terrible tool of repression came into
existence in 1958, bullets were fired on the
citizens of Manipur by helicopters. The 'Malom
massacre' took place in November 2000 in the
same bloody chain of atrocities. Like the current
massacre in Nagaland, the 8th Battalion of the
Assam Rifles shot dead 10 innocent people at
Malom Makha Likhai Namak place near Tulihal
Airport in Imphal, which sparked a similar
public outcry as now. When no action was taken
against the murderer security personnel, Irom
Sharmila, who was 28 years old at that time,
went on hunger strike till death in Imphal. Three
days later, she was arrested for attempting
suicide and then hunger strike went for 16 years
till 2016 in jail. The police kept trying to break
it by forcibly putting a tube in the nose trying to
feed her. That tube in her neck had become a
body part. The oppressors did not get tired but
after 16 years this brave woman who fought
valiantly against oppression, gave up. How
much does this ‘democratic’ state power need
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such tools of oppression and terror, what more
proof does it need? How fake and ostentatious
is this wrapper of bourgeois democracy!!
'Indian Army, rape us'. The heroic women of
Manipur, in 2004, organized a peaceful
movement against this deadly tool of
repression, AFSPA, like nowhere else in the
world. Thangjam Manorama's house was raided
by a contingent of Assam Rifles on July 10, 2004,
at 3 a.m. alleging that she was a PLA spy. All the
family members were locked in a room and
Manorama was dragged by her hair out to the
courtyard, stripped naked in front of her family
members, beaten black and blue and arrested.
Her body returned home after three days.
Assam Rifles told that she tried to escape and
was killed in encounter. One who ran away
should have been shot in the legs, Manorama
had no bullets in her legs while 16 bullets were
fired in her private parts. This level of barbarity
and brutality shook the public psyche as never
before. Despite the fierce public outrage, when
no action was taken against the killer soldiers,
then, realizing the script of Mahasweta Devi's
novel 'Draupadi', 12 women resorted to an
unprecedented method of Women's War - Nupi
Lane which did not happen anywhere in the
whole world. These 12 brave women reached in
front of the army headquarters in Imphal and
they took off all their clothes one by one. These
women, completely naked, were shouting, 'We
are all the mothers of Manorama' 'Indian
Army, Rape Us, Kill Us. The next day, pictures

of those 12 naked women were printed in the
media of the country and abroad. Those who
saw the picture were angry and ashamed but
the government remained unmoved. AFSPA did
not go.
In its history of 63 years, if the whole saga of the
people's desperate struggles against the
atrocities committed by the security agencies
under the guise of Armed Forces Special
Powers Act, AFSPA is written, it will become an
epic. Hardly a day goes by when it is not
opposed somewhere in the North East states.
The Supreme Court has also intervened many
times in the case of atrocities being perpetrated
by security agencies using this law as a tool, but
the Supreme Court has considered its
responsibility to be fulfilled by simply saying
that, 'while firing, the security forces should
exercise necessary precautions, warnings should
be given, more force should not be used than
'necessary'. This is the reason that despite the
long list of atrocities committed by the armed
forces during 63-year history of AFSPA, only
Major Vijay Singh Balhara has been punished
for the brutal day light murder of Azad Khan. In
fact, every time the repression of the army has
taken place in a very bare and ferocious form
and the aggrieved community has stood up in
anger and revolt, putting their own lives on
firing line, Supreme Court has only sprinkled
cold water on the blazing flame of retaliation
from the victim masses. The big question mark
on our being civilized, AFSPA, remains at its
place, atrocities and repression
continue unabated. Even if the rope
used in strangulation is soft, silky and
smooth, life goes out through the
same painful process. There is a need
to bury this brutal disgusting rope
deep, not to soften it.

REPEAL AFSPA, THE DREADED TOOL
OF OPPRESSION AND STATE TERROR
Knowing the history of Armed Forces
Special Powers Act (AFSPA) 1958 is
enough to know the real character of
the current state power in our country
and how insignificant is the difference
among different colorful political
parties that are committed to defend
it. In our society, steeped in extreme
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poverty and ignorance shaded by religious
fanaticism, most of the people are unaware of
this basic fact about the character of state power
and this situation is very favorable for the
rulers. That is why it is necessary to reiterate it
again and again by political activists while
protesting the grave injustice and crippling of
democratic rights by the state. All the
‘champions’
of
bourgeois
democracy,
beginning with the ‘statesman’ Nehru era to
Modi-Shah regime who hates the very idea of
plurality and democracy, viz. Indira Gandhi,
Morarji Desai, Charan Singh, Rajiv Gandhi, V.P.
Singh,
Chandrashekhar,
Deve
Gauda,
Narasimha Rao, Manmohan Singh and Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, all may have differed on
thousand petty matters but all have been found
to agree on this issue that the AFSPA, the
dreaded tool of state terror remains in the
hands of state to terrorize the desperately angry
masses in times of ‘need’. How can one,
otherwise, fathom that despite the heinous
crime being committed repeatedly during its
entire history of 63 long years, the AFSPA,
which puts humanity to shame, which even the
devil can’t raise a hand to justify, remains in
place? “The oppressed are allowed every few
years
to
decide
which
particular
representatives of the oppressing class shall
represent and repress them in parliament”,
how correctly the great leader of the world
proletariat, Lenin, reveals the true face of
bourgeois democracy and the futility of the
‘sacred’ right of the masses to choose their
representatives every five years, much
eulogized by its paid cheer leaders!!
In the capitalist regime, which we are suffering,
the job of the government is to protect and
further the interests of 1% capitalists and to
keep 99% of the exploited-oppressed class
ready to go on getting exploited their labor
power, peacefully. The process of exploitation
is carried out by 'commodity-production' and
'commodity exchange' which requires industry
and market. The basic mantra of the system of
capital is what we are reminded daily, 'let it be
decided by the market forces'. Even if this
reality is not told explicitly, the same principle
still works, the market decides everything. This
is the reason that as long as the market keeps
expanding, the stream of capital as a result of
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labor power-exploitation keeps flowing
uninterruptedly and mountain of capital keep
growing bigger and bigger till then only the
conduct of this bourgeois democracy remains
pleasant. The fat-hardened middle class is
ready to consume goods in the form of
consumer class, only till then the so called
‘Liberty, Equality, Fraternity’ remains in place,
the green shoots of development are visible.
When the same ‘market forces’ inevitably lead
to centralization and concentration of capital at
one end and the ocean of poverty and
pauperization of the whole society on the other
as a result of melt down of the middle class and
the army of the proletariat grows larger and
larger, the ‘market forces’ begin feeling
uncomfortable and a prick in its chair. Then it is
not possible for the government to distribute
equitably
the
depleting resources
of
exploitation, diminishing market among all
sections of the ruling class. As per rules of
capital, it sides with the larger but fewer
mountains of monopoly capital who command
almost all major sources of production and
abandons all other erstwhile representatives of
parasite class to swim or drown on their own.
Going gets keeping tough and battle of survival
hard by each passing day by aggravating and
deepening economic crisis for the capitalist
sharks and their management committee, the
government. Moreover, the process of
exploitation and brazen loot of national
resources by the corporate sharks that was
hidden and concealed so far during ‘normal,
peaceful’ days, now gets uncovered to
everyone as it gets open, brazen and vulgar by
each passing day. To further frighten the rulers,
the huge and invincible army of the proletariat
growing at equally fast pace, keeps waiting
next door for an opportunity to dismantle and
bury this whole bloody apparatus of
exploitation lock, stock and barrel. Gullible
masses may remain oblivious, delusional and
confused about this stark reality but there is no
confusion about this ‘chronology’ and it always
remains vivid in the eyes of the beneficiaries of
this exploitative system of capitalism. It is for
this reason that the ‘democratic’ government is
well aware that surely in the coming bad days,
this cloak of democratic hypocrisy will have to
be torn off and thrown away, which will
generate public anger and that eventuality will
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require deadly tools of repression to quell it.
Crisis of the capitalist system is strangulating it
so hard that any further lease of life is possible
by only terrorizing the masses. That is why the
rulers, whether they are bearded or clean
shaven, do not give up these tools. This 'normal'
capitalist process is applicable in general
throughout the country, that is why the horrific
oppressive UAPA and Sedition Act are there,
applicable throughout the country. Only two
examples of the cruelty of these laws are
sufficient. A journalist from Kerala has been
jailed in the UAPA for more than a year, the
government itself does not know what his fault
is as no charge sheet is filed and secondly, for
reports of giving roti and salt to children in a
school for a 'nutritious lunch', a journalist has
been arrested on charges of sedition!! All
shades of oppressors and exploiters, however,
forget the historic lesson that mass awakening
and uprising against brutal regimes cannot be
suppressed forever, howsoever deadly and
nasty laws they may be having at their disposal.
The onwards historic march of progress can’t
be stalled permanently and expropriators
cannot escape expropriation.
The sole driving force in production and
exchange of commodities under capitalism, is
profit and respect of private property. Needs of
the society as a whole or social justice are never
on its agenda. The micro-minority rules over
the vast majority, that's why there is always a
constant fear of this system being disintegrated
anytime. Very thought that the reality of their
actual business may get exposed to all, scares
every brand of rulers and they keep making
every coercive instrument of power stronger
and deadlier and keep playing every trick to
break the unity of the people. This is the reason
that minority of any nature can never get justice
in capitalist system, whether it is a religious,
linguistic minority or a minority of nationality.
The only expectation from every kind of
minority is that they should surrender
unconditionally to the diktats of majority. Each
and every minority has to suffer additional
oppression. Minority community, whatever
type it may be, has, therefore, additional
reasons to revolt against this oppressive
system. That is why there is a need for
additional oppressive tools while dealing with
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minorities. Draconian laws of UAPA and
Sedition Act are there in entire country but in
the North East states and Kashmir, in addition to
these, there is also AFSPA. There are many
nationalities in the North East region. Even if
there are only a few people who constitute a
nationality, speak a language, profess a religion
or no religion at all, everyone deserves justice
and respect. Even a single follower of a religion
has to feel equally comfortable and proud of
his/ her individuality. Is it possible in
capitalism, be it India, Pakistan Sri Lanka or
England, America or Germany? NO, Never. It
was possible in USSR because the vast majority
ruled there over miniscule minority. There was
no reason to fear from unity of the masses as it
would have rather been welcome development
as it would consolidate state power. All the
production was as per needs of the society
hence no crisis of market. More the production,
more the comfort for the society as a whole.
Those fighting for the honor of their nationalities
have, therefore, to understand this brute reality
that no matter how many sacrifices they make,
they cannot get justice, respect, pride, equality
in real sense under capitalist system. Minorities
have more reasons than the majority to fight and
get rid of this exploitative system once and for
all. On the other hand, this bitter reality equally
imposes additional responsibility on the
majority to support the minorities who are
facing additional oppression in their struggle to
get justice. Unfortunately, that didn't happen.
The people of 'Mainland' did never support and
participate in the struggle of the repressed
people of the North-East and Kashmir. We have
let these people down. Had ‘mainland’ people
supported the suffering North East and Kashmiri
people in their desperate fight, this anti-human
AFSFA would have been buried in the rest of the
North-East states and Kashmir also like in
Punjab, Tripura and Meghalaya. Capitalismimperialism-fascism has to be taken on its
target by all segments of toiling masses
unitedly. Learn from farmers. Rise unitedly
against all draconian laws, UAPA, Sedition Act
and AFSPA and build a fierce wave of mass
movements across the country to force this
insensitive government to repeal these
inhuman laws.
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GLASGOW COP26
TRADE FAIR OF CLIMATE RAIDERS
M. ASEEM
COP26, the 26th edition of Conference of Parties to
the UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC), took place in Glasgow from
31st October to 12 November 2021. But it would be
more apt to call it a trade fair or mart of climate
change traders. Most of its meeting places and
stalls were sponsored by the same corporate
capitalists who have raided our rivers, forests,
lakes, hills, mountains, grasslands, etc and
converted these into their private property, not
only snatching away the livelihood of people
living there since long but also devastating these
from the environmental point of view. These
meeting places and stalls were crowded by the
same traders, their ‘national’ or government
representatives and NGOs funded by them in tow,
and they hotly debated upon which technology
owned by which capitalist should be adopted for
‘protecting’ environment, who will finance how
much, what will be the rate of return and how it
will be shared, in what proportion among whom.
This annual jamboree, attended by 197
signatories to the UN foundational agreement on
climate change, is the principal forum for global
climate politics. Its first edition took place in
Berlin in 1995. Reports of Inter Government Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC) and the incidents of
natural disasters owing to climate change are
discussed here. These annual traders’ jamborees
have been grand theatres of much sensational
and newsworthy geopolitical drama, but their real
achievement can be judged by the single fact that
atmospheric carbon which was 358 parts in a
million at the time of first one at Berlin has since
gone up to 441 parts after 26 of such fairs.
This is not to deny the real significance of the
dangers of climate change, the harmful effects of
which have become a great risk to life and
biodiversity on earth. According to a recent IPCC
report if the present trend continues, many parts
of the earth where hundreds of millions live, will
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become uninhabitable in a few decades. Without
immediate effective measures the average global
temperature will increase disastrously resulting
in huge volatility in usual weather patterns,
extreme cold and heat events, severe droughts,
devastating floods, etc creating much instability,
deaths and destruction. Hence, it is a very
important issue for social needs of humanity.

‘ACHIEVEMENTS’ IN GLASGOW
So, what was accomplished in Glasgow on such an
important issue? In fact, nothing much to prevent
climate change, same as in Paris, Copenhagen,
Kyoto, etc. Some big pronouncements estimated
to result in reduction of 3.3 to 4.7 billion tonnes
atmospheric Carbon dioxide equivalent. These
include – some commitments to reduce methane
emissions, some declarations to stop or reduce
Coal use after 2030, accelerated adoption of zero
emission automobiles, stopping deforestation
and degradation of soil and reversing the process
by 2030, etc. All of these put together mean
reduction of 2.3 billion tonnes of atmospheric
CO2 equivalent. Glasgow Climate Settlement has
also framed some rules on Carbon trading and
availability of finance for climate change actions.
The outcome of the COP26 must be evaluated
against the aspirational goal of limiting the
temperature rise to 1.50C that has now become an
agreed goal. This happened because an IPCC
report saying that target of 20C instead of 1.50C
will be qualitatively, and not only quantitatively,
damaging for climate received wide media
coverage. The 1.50C goal would require the world
to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 2030
to 26 billion tonnes of CO2 equivalent. The
modest advances at the Glasgow, even if
implemented in full, will still keep the potential
emissions in 2030 to about 45-50 billion tonnes of
CO2 equivalent, very far from this goal. However,
the bigger issue in Glasgow was trading of these
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carbon ‘equivalent’ credits which transforms the
whole issue from one of reducing atmospheric
carbon into one of money and profits leading to it
becoming part of the bets in the capitalist casino
roulette. This is the real material achievement of
these climate trade fairs.
But could this traders’ jamboree have
accomplished something else? Let us take this
“common but differentiated responsibility”
principle embodied in the UNFCCC. What is
common here and what is differentiated? For that
we need to understand that our existing world is
capitalist world, a world of commodities, money,
markets, exchange and profits. This world is not
driven by material needs of the society but by
exchange of equivalents, i.e., the necessity is
measured by the quantity of equivalent values
available for exchange. A person might need
food, but his necessity is not determined by one’s
hunger and nutrition required, but by the money
in his pocket since the capitalist market can only
decide the quantum and quality of food required
in terms of the amount of money available to buy.
One is feeling cold. But market can only
determine the real need for clothes, shoes and
shelter only by the amount of money one has.
Similarly, the real material needs of a sick person
have no meaning in the capitalist market as it can
solely determine these in terms of amount of
money available to buy the required
commodities. Capitalist economy doesn’t have
any other scale to determine the needs except
money since it can only measure these in terms of
the purchasing capacity. How can it be any
different in case of climate change?
The United Nations special rapporteur on human
rights and the environment, David Boyd, said in
an interview to HT that loss and damage should be
measured in monetary terms now and “polluter
pays” principle should be implemented. What
more do we need to know to understand the
reality of these climate trade fairs? All these
political leaders and Save Earth NGOs gather in
such summits to discuss how much profit can be
made in the name of reversing climate change
and to negotiate their share in this profit. That
climate change is a question of homelessness,
hunger, sickness, death, etc in real physical life of
billions is not the material question for the
summits of these profit seekers. On the contrary,
whenever people protest anywhere in the world
say against poisoning or air, water, food,
medicines, etc by the very capitalists sponsoring
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these ‘climate fairs’, these capitalist ‘democratic’
states don’t hesitate for a second in sending their
police, army and mercenaries to massacre
dozens and hundreds. After all liberalism defends
‘human rights’ of all, all including only property
owners. Hence, even the human rights of
polluting corporation need defending, after all!
How can you encroach upon their ‘human right’ to
pollute? That is dictatorship, authoritarianism,
totalitarianism, onslaught on individual liberty
and freedom! What if some capitalist has polluted
the environment? What if some hundreds or even
thousands have been sick, or lost their lives?
Polluter pays! Impose penalty of few lakhs, or may
be few crores, of rupees. But it has right to
continue business unmolested. Its rights to
continue polluting cannot be curtailed in a free
society. Don’t we remember the massacre of tens
of thousands by releasing poisonous gases into
atmosphere by Union Carbide (later Dow
Chemicals) in Bhopal? Don’t we remember
massacre of dozens in police firing at
Thoothukudi, Tamil Nadu on people protesting
air-water pollution by Vedanta? What was the
reaction of all these governments, their courts,
media, and experts? Whose rights did they stand
for?

TRADING IN CARBON CREDITS
It is a fundamental characteristic of the capitalist
economy to transform everything into commodity
and, unsurprisingly, this is what has been done to
the climate change. Thus, carbon trading became
an important agenda for Glasgow COP26 –
framing trading rules, market structure, how the
prices will be determined - single fixed price or
one
discovered
through
demand-supply
mechanism. But let us first understand what is this
carbon trading?
Any activity or process considered to reduce
greenhouse gases is recognised as carbon
positive and 1 carbon credit is awarded for
reduction of 1 tonne equivalent of greenhouse
gases. This activity can be solar or wind energy
generation,
forestation,
electric
car
manufacturing, raising biodiesel or ethanol
crops, raising crops that are considered to absorb
greenhouse gases or bind them underground, etc
This can be a new technology or process reducing
greenhouse gas emission.
The capitalists
emitting greenhouse gases can buy these credits
to acquire permit to emit equivalent tonnes of
greenhouse gases. Perfect!
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Apparently, this is a very neat and clean
arrangement to encourage those reducing
greenhouse gas emissions. This will also
incentivise others to do so. But dig a little deeper
below the surface, and one finds just the opposite.
In capitalist mode of production, the motive of
production is profit of the one deploying the
capital. If they can get profits from manufacturing
of electric cars or solar cells or nitrogen
absorbing crops, they will definitely do so, not
because these reverse climate change but
because there is demand for these in the market
and money can be made by selling these. Hence,
the production of these would have happened in
any case, whether carbon trading or not, if the
techniques damaging climate were made
prohibitively expensive. But carbon trading will
allow other capitalists to continue emitting
greenhouse gases just by paying some fee in the
form of purchasing these so-called carbon credits
from some other capitalists, many a times one
section of the same corporation or conglomerate
doing so from the other section! This is equivalent
to a rich and powerful person committing murder
and paying another person to go through
imprisonment for him! Or a Brahmin doing gayatri
mantra jaap for a fee for others to reserve a place
in heaven for them! This can never reduce
greenhouse gas emissions in absolute or real
terms. That is why the jargon in the climate trade
fair at Glasgow was not Zero Carbon emissions
but ‘Net Zero’ emissions! Reduce emission at one
place and get permission to emit same quantity
elsewhere for a fee in the form of carbon credits.
And lo, Net Zero is achieved without any real
reduction in actual emissions.
Similarly, let us take electric vehicles. Will these
really conserve climate and environment in
present format? No. Of course, it is true that
electric cars will not pollute like petrol-diesel cars
during run time, giving rich the uplifting feel of
doing their bit in saving the earth and humanity!
But what is the reality? The pollution and
greenhouse gas emission will be shifted to
electricity generation which will be far from
where the rich and mighty live like we saw when
the Supreme Court ordered the polluting
industries to be shifted out of Delhi to other
places. Or the incinerator burning medical waste
was shifted from upper middle class residential
area in Mumbai to a working-class slum area. In
both cases ‘environment warriors’ acclaimed the
judges. But does it reduce pollution?
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Moreover, cheaper operating cost of electric
vehicles will further encourage more private
transport for the rich, instead of public transport
for all. This will make life more difficult for the
poor and mean more pollution through increased
usage of materials like metals, plastics and
chemicals in auto manufacturing. Third, the high
usage of the lithium batteries itself is going to
become a health hazard in future especially for
poor since as usual these will be disposed around
where they live. Same for photovoltaic cells used
for solar energy generation.

CLIMATE CHANGE AND IMPERIALIST PLUNDER
Carbon Credits Trade, Carbon Offset, Net Zero,
etc demonstrate that the capitalist market model
of climate protection is a sham. Similar is the new
talk of Nature Based Solutions. What will it
achieve? Only that hills, rivers, lakes, forests etc
will be handed over to one or the other capitalists
as their private property to exploit for profit in the
name of forestation, climate protection,
environment, etc and the communities living
there traditionally will be uprooted, even
massacred, by the police, army and mercenaries
sent by the bourgeois state. We have seen this all
in the name of forest animal preserves where
people living there for generations picking up
even a dry twig for fuel are treated as thieves and
criminals while the capitalists running Save
Environment NGOs merrily run profitable resorts
and Jungle Safari businesses in the name of forest
tourism.
Some people might accuse us here of creating a
pseudo glamour for traditional village or forest
life. No, we are definitely not advocating for
preserving this life as it is. However, how
uprooting them by brutal armed force and
handing over these forests, etc to capitalists as
private property will become development for
these people? This Nature Based Solution just
monetises forests and other natural locations for
the sake of the profits of the multinational agri and
other businesses. Thomas Sankara of Burkina
Faso was right in saying, “This struggle to defend
the trees and forests is above all a struggle
against imperialism. Because imperialism is the
arsonist setting fire to our forests and our
savannas”. Coup and murder by imperialist
mercenaries were the punishment meted out to
him for expressing this ugly truth.
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Another imperialist and finance capital agenda
can be seen in the annual 100 Billion Dollar Fund
for Climate Protection which was much debated
upon in Glasgow. US representative John Kerry
and former head of UK and Canadian Central
Banks Mike Carney pushed for this climate
protection ‘responsibility’ to be shouldered by
international finance capital. Mike Carney even
claimed to have put together a USD 130 trillion
capital Glasgow Financial Alliance for Net Zero of
banks, asset managers, pension funds and
insurers. An illusion is being created by deceitful
media as if this fund is some social and
humanitarian work by imperialist countries and
their finance capitalists to help poor countries for
climate protection. But Kerry made it very clear
that it will be a commercial operation making
‘proper rate of return’, that is, to be repaid with
interest on market rates and penalties, other term
and conditions applying. Well, imperialist
countries, their corporate media and mercenary
intellectuals are past masters of the art of
extracting profit to be projected as a social
welfare enterprise, even dumping their dead
cattle in someone’s garden can be declared act of
great charity!
However, the question remains how this capital
will be deployed in these poor countries? If there
was so much profit to be made from solar parks in
Africa, the finance capitalists wouldn’t have been
waiting for Glasgow or any other such pacts. Larry
Fink of BlackRock, the world’s largest fund
manager, has a ready answer to that. He can
direct trillions towards the energy transition in
low-income countries, if the International
Monetary Fund and the World Bank are there to
“derisk” the lending, by absorbing the first loss
on projects in Africa, Latin America and Asia.
Even more money will flow if there is a carbon
price that gives clean energy a ‘competitive
advantage’. It is a neat solution, a really neat
neoliberal solution. This talk of carbon pricing
evokes the bitter memory of shock therapy under
IMF auspices in eastern Europe and the
developing world. BlackRock’s backstop idea is
the logic of the 2008 bank bailouts expanded to
the global level – socialise the risks, privatise the
profits.

ROLE OF MODI GOVERNMENT
A small comment on role of Modi government is
also required here. Modi went to Glasgow and
made a Grand Pronouncement of reaching Net
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Zero by 2070 whereas it is freely awarding
licences for coal mines in forests to capitalists.
Whole of Indian corporate media made much
noise that when consensus evaded in Glasgow,
India led from the front and the wording
suggested by Bhupendra Yadav the Indian
representative for the disputed paragraph was
finally agreed to by all. So, what was this solution
of great wisdom? First, ‘phase down’ of coal usage
instead of ‘phase out’; second, reduction in
subsidies on fossil fuels.
As to the coal use ‘phase down’, this was already
agreed to 4 days before that by both the main
contenders, US and China, in a separate
agreement bypassing all countries. Modi’s
ambition to be known as a ‘statesman’ led
Bhupendra Yadav to take all blame for this from
the many environment warriors! Anyway, when
Adani, Ambani, Tata, Jindal, all are buying coal
mines and government is giving them licences
liberally and on very cheap rates, one cannot
imagine any ‘phase out’ of coal usage by India. So
‘phase down’ was very appropriate.
However, even more deceitful is the second
proposal of reducing subsidies on fossil fuels.
What is fossil fuel other than coal? Petroleum.
Which government in the world is now giving
subsidy to people on petroleum, that they will
reduce now? We can only see governments and
petroleum industry both making massive money
by steep taxes and profits through high prices out
of the petroleum sales. Thus, the talk of reducing
subsidies is just a trickster’s hand to put the blame
of climate change on people addicted to
subsidised cheap fuel instead of on the profitmaking capitalists. Therefore, these capitalists
should be allowed to plunder even more through
still higher prices in the name of protecting us
from climate change, so that Tatas, Adanis and
Ambanis can be subsidised in the name of
reducing coal usage.
Many such examples can be mentioned to show
that these climate and environment conferences
don’t really aim at climate protection. These are
really climate trade fairs which use this very
important and critical issue of increasing danger
of climate change for protecting and enhancing
the profits of global monopoly capitalists. There is
much competition and contention for that among
different groups of capitalists and the nation states
representing the capitalist interests also send
their representatives for that purpose. This is the
brief sum of many a punches-counterpunches in
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PRIVATE PROPERTY & PROFIT, REAL DANGER
TO CLIMATE
Is it so difficult to understand how to protect and
conserve our environment and prevent harmful
climate change? The only scientific way to do this
is to know and understand the laws of natural
cycle and consciously apply those laws in
planning
social
production,
instead
of
anarchically disregarding these laws and
obstructing the natural cycle. Human society not
only gained knowledge of these laws through
thousands of years of empirical experience and
observations but has also acquired deep insights
into these laws through the development of
modern science and technology. It is very much
possible today to plan the social production in a
way so as to fulfil collective social needs without
producing substances which damage this cycle or
clean those up through treatment and recycling.
But it is a cost for each individual capitalist and
reduces their profits. Every capitalist on the one
hand fears that rival capitalists will save this
expense to sell cheaper and drive him out of the
market, on the other hand, makes all out attempts
to play the same trick to vanquish his rivals from
the market. Hence, the indomitable law of capital
accumulation drives every capitalist to put not
only health and safety of workers but also the
earth, environment, and life itself in mortal
danger. The failures of such conferences one after
the other reminds us what Marx said about the
health of workers in the capitalist system, but
which is as true about the health of climate and
environment:
“Capital that has such good reasons for
denying the sufferings of the legions of
workers that surround it, is in practice
moved as much and as little by the sight of
the
coming
degradation
and
final
depopulation of the human race, as by the
probable fall of the earth into the sun. In
every stock jobbing swindle, everyone
knows that some time or other the crash must
come, but everyone hopes that it may fall on
the head of his neighbour, after he himself
has caught the shower of gold and placed it
in safety. Après moi le déluge! [After me, the
flood] is the watchword of every capitalist
and of every capitalist nation. Hence Capital
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is reckless of the health or length of life of the
labourer, unless under compulsion from
society. To the out-cry as to the physical and
mental degradation, the premature death,
the torture of over-work, it answers: Ought
these to trouble us since they increase our
profits? But looking at things as a whole, all
this does not, indeed, depend on the good or
ill will of the individual capitalist. Free
competition brings out the inherent laws of
capitalist production, in the shape of external
coercive laws having power over every
individual capitalist.” (Capital, Chapter 10)

‘Free competition’ in capitalism leads every
capitalist to plan in micro detail the working of
each enterprise. However, in the arena of social
production, this leads to extreme anarchy and
capitalist production loses all relation to fulfilment
of social needs. While even basic needs of the
overwhelming majority remain unfulfilled, there
is huge wastage in capitalism. Only the top 1%
wealthy are responsible for 15% of all emissions
while the bottom 50% cause only half of those by
1%. Whole of the war industry is not only waste
for humanity but also responsible for much
destruction. And none of the UN rules or
agreements in these COPs or other conferences
apply to armed forces. They have been given full
exemption! Whole of the financial sector
comprising banks, insurance, stock markets,
fund/asset management, NBFCs, etc which is
responsible for much construction and energy
consumption meets no human needs. Since
capitalists produce without any connection to
social needs, they need to create artificial needs
to sell it, thus whole of humongous advertising
‘industry’ is a total waste for society. In the
absence of social housing and public
transportation, hundreds of millions are forced to
suffer long tortuous sickening commutes daily
and many are forced to buy private vehicles for
the purpose, which is a major contributor for the
greenhouse gases. This leads to a vicious cycle of
waste production and energy consumption, which
could easily be prevented through provision of
social housing near workplaces. Sufficient public
transportation
can
also
help
avoiding
construction of so many Expressways, Freeways,
Highways, Elevated Roads, Multilevel Flyovers,
parking places, etc with these spaces being
instead made available for parks, playgrounds,
even urban forests, etc. This is not pure
imagination. Planned Moscow residential areas in
Soviet times had such urban forests where one
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side of the road was residential area and the other
such a forest. Only such a planned social system
for fulfilling social needs can prevent harmful
climate change by bringing down carbon
emissions in real absolute terms instead of the Net
Zero and Carbon Trading speculation in the
casino known as capitalism.
But capitalist system based on private property
and profit based ‘free’ competition doesn’t allow
this. In the current social system profits can only
be made by education business if the students
remain less and badly educated. Health business
become more profitable if more people remain
sick. The judicial business grows if the disputes
are not resolved. If we keep this system of private
property and capital accumulation, and want to
stop climate change too, it’s impossible. Do we
want lakes, forests, no obstacle in the flow of
rivers? But whose land to use for the purpose? We
don’t want poisonous coal smoke. But Adani,
Ambani, Tata, Jindal, all are opening more coal
mines. They extract huge profits form these. Why
would they shut these? They want compensation.
Why should the industrial capitalist stop harmful
chemical emissions and waste? Why would he
compromise his profits? They have so much profit
from these that they can easily manage to live in
clean and unpolluted islands in remote Atlantic
and Pacific oceans. We can all be damned for all
they care. Hence, despite all well-meaning and
nice sounding speeches in Glasgow, the real
issue was finances, returns, profits, losses, market
shares, etc Without taking on this question of
private property and capitalist profits all talk of
protection of environment and climate is in fact
commercial interest of capitalists and NGOs
financed by them.
Hence, real question is - from whom to save the
environment? The UN principle of ‘common but
differentiated responsibility’ can only mean this
in a class divided capitalist society that the
responsibility for the damage and costs are made
common for all, while the differentiated
‘responsibility’ of appropriating whole of the
earth for their profits is assumed by the capitalist
class. Therefore, the environment and climate
need to be protected but from the imperialists
and the very capitalists sponsoring the climate
trade fairs like the Glasgow COP26 who gathered
there like the medieval traders did in their trade
fairs seeking maximum profits. The real
responsibility and task today are to rescue earth,
environment, life and humanity from the bloody
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clutches of the capitalist class. And this is possible
only through class struggle led by working class
to build a classless and exploitation free society.
Only then will it be possible to build a planned
social production system which, instead of
violating and obstructing the laws of natural
cycle, will consciously apply these because the
question of environment and climate in that will no
longer be one of the profit-loss but of social
necessity of improving quality of life. Chico
Mendes, the Brazilian labour activist and
environmentalist hit the bulls’ eye when he said,
"Environmentalism without class struggle is
gardening."

This sculpture depicting the horrors of
the Bhopal Gas Tragedy (massacre) is
situated in Bhopal, and has been
created by a senior comrade from
Nagpur, GOPAL NAIDU.
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CLIMATE

‘ENVIRONMENTALISM WITHOUT CLASS STRUGGLE IS GARDENING’

CLIMATE CHANGE AND CAPITALISM
AMITA KUMARI
It was the month of December when, thirty-four
years ago in 1988, Brazilian environmental
activist, Chico Mendes, was killed by timber
mafia. Mendes was fighting for the preservation
of the Amazon forests. The famous statement of
Mendes – “Environmentalism without class
struggle is gardening” – offers a simple answer
to the ‘irresolvable’ question of climate change
and environmental protection. This is an answer
which the renowned environmentalists,
activists and organizations around the world
have chosen not to consider. That Marxism, as
well, can offer solutions to the current
environmental crisis is an issue that remains
largely absent from serious environmental
debates. The present article is an attempt to
throw light on this subject. The first part of the
article discusses the idealistic solutions offered
by environmentalists in the midst of the
deepening climate crisis, and the second part
explores the inherent character of capitalism
that lies at the root of current crisis.

I
We, in our everyday lives, either remain
oblivious to climate change or when we do
recognize its gravity we fail to find effective
ways to combat it. There is also a huge gap
between the magnitude of the problem and the
response of our policy makers to it. Some
ecologists have labeled the current crisis as
"planetary emergency" and the statistics do
demonstrate that we are literally living in a state
of emergency. According to an estimate by the
IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change), if our Earth gets warmer by two
degrees above pre-industrial levels, the whole
world will see countless catastrophic
consequences - sea levels may rise by one
meter and the population of all coastal and low-
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lying islands would be submerged; forest fires
might spread furiously wiping out all the
remaining forests of the earth; some regions
may face floods while others may witness
serious droughts; hurricanes and tornadoes
would become frequent occurrences. In fact,
the glimpses of such catastrophes are already
visible in the present. The torrential rains that
lashed Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and some parts of
Kerala in October this year were the trailers of
the ultimate disaster of climate change. Another
report (Climate Vulnerable Forum of 2012)
states that every year globally there are five
million deaths due to air pollution and climate
change and this figure is expected to reach six
million by the year 2030.
The biggest cause of climate change and global
warming is fossil fuels and currently fossil fuels
(coal, oil and natural gas) supply 80% of the
world's energy. The Swedish chemist S
Arrhenius was the first scholar to link fossil fuels
to the phenomenon of global warming in his
1895 research. During the 1950s Climatology
emerged as a separate field of study and there
was a serious concern for climate and
environment on a global scale. For the first time
we realised that human activities are actually
responsible for the increasing temperature of
the earth. In 1987, the IPCC was formed to
monitor climate change on a global scale, and
in 1992 the UNFCC (United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change) was
established.
During
this
period,
environmentalists, conservationists, activists,
non-governmental organizations etc. also
became active on a global level. Apart from
seminars-conferences on issues like pollution,
climate change, forest conservation, there were
agitations and movements as well. Globally,
different nations met to fix their collective and
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individual responsibilities. But, in the midst of
all this, the crisis, instead of getting averted,
continued to worsen. An answer to this irony
can be found by taking a look at how the socalled
environmentalists
and
activists
understand the crisis and the remedies they
offer.
This year the United Nations selected Archana
Soreng, an Adivasi woman belonging to Kharia
tribe of Orissa, as a member of the 'Youth
Advisory Group on Climate Change'. The main
task of this group is to regularly advise the
Secretary of the UN on the issue of climate
crisis. India felt proud when Soreng was
nominated and in no time our media labeled her
as the 'Tribal Climate Warrior'. The intimate
relationship that Adivasis share with the nature
forms a significant subject in the current
mainstream discourse on environmentalism
and therefore when an Adivasi is portrayed as a
'climate warrior' it is seen as the most effective
way to deal with climate crisis.
But are the several tribal environmentalists and
activists able to identify the root causes of
climate change? Archana Soreng is known for
documenting tribal cultural practices. She
believes that dissemination of the customs and
practices of tribals, who share a reciprocal
relationship with the environment, would be an
effective way to deal with climate change. She
says:
“Indigenous peoples should be leaders of
climate actions and not victims of climate
policies. The methods and tools used by the
tribals in their daily lives, for green living,
rainwater harvesting, organic farming,
preserving bio-diversity, if adopted at a large
scale by other people, it will help in
preserving the environment and fighting the
climate change.”

There is no doubt that the burden of climate
change lays more heavily on the backward
communities of society. And for the Adivasis the
vulnerability gets more acute as their material
and cultural life is directly related to the
environment. But can this crisis be averted
simply by making an Adivasi a 'climate warrior'
or by disseminating tribal traditions? Can this
knotty problem that has assumed gigantic
proportions be resolved by making small
changes in our daily habits and behaviour? In
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other words, can a system-borne crisis, and
climate change is definitely one, be solved
through individual efforts? Greta Thunberg, a
world-renowned environmental activist who is
known for her anger and outspoken questions
to world leaders, offers nothing but a call for
such individual efforts. She describes four
"simple" measures she has adopted in her life to
"combat” the climate crisis – a ban on air travel
(Thunberg and her family don't travel by air);
eating a vegetarian diet (according to a report
by the IPCC, if more people switch to
vegetarianism, it will be “significant” in fighting
the scourge of climate change, so Thunberg
and her entire family have turned to
vegetarianism); joining an activist movement
and demanding reform; and finally by
"utilising" the power of vote to choose a
"worthy" leader who will fight this crisis.
Thunberg's anger might seem immensely
appealing, but it does not challenge the current
system. It advocates efforts towards individual
reform, voting for the “right” leader and
presenting demands before the system through
activism. The system, itself, is never brought
under scrutiny, never questioned. And this
brings us to a pertinent question: Can the
environment be saved while continuing within
the present capitalist system, which is
inherently designed to exploit the nature
indiscriminately? Isn’t the praxis of capitalism
completely incompatible with the idea of
environmental protection? We will explore
these questions in the next section.

II
Theoretically, capitalism has been described
by liberal economists as a system that operates
over a balance of demand and supply: that is, a
demand is brought into the market by
consumers though rational cost-benefit analysis
and accordingly products are purchased. It is
further argued that since people do not buy
what they do not need, and hence producers do
not manufacture what people will not buy,
therefore capitalism naturally leads to positive
social outcomes. The factor that maintains this
balance of demand and supply in the free
market was termed as 'invisible hand' by the
famous economist, Adam Smith. Matthew Kahn
in his book Climatopolis: How our cities will
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thrive in a Hotter Future (2010) finds answers to
the climate crisis in this "equilibrium" of
capitalism. According to him, since the
consumer in a capitalist society is a rational
being who judges the consequences of his
purchasing decisions, he will continually
demand products that will enrich the society
and the environment. Therefore, Kahn
advocates the expansion of capitalism to
conserve the environment. But is the consumer
as prudent as these economists have made us
believe? Well, no and we do not need any
special research to answer this question. If we
look at ourselves and the markets around us,
the buyers, producers, and the marketingadvertising world, we will soon know that the
consumer neither makes rational decisions nor
does she consciously controls the creation of
demands in the market. Marketing and
advertising have become an integral part of our
life and in the present digital world it is
impossible to remain unaffected. Creating
synthetic demands and constantly convincing
consumers that they need products to meet
those demands is the sole function of the big
world of advertising. But why does capitalism
create artificial demands? The answer to this
question has to be found in the innate character
of capitalism. Capitalism is a system based on
the laws of profit. No matter how many pages
the economists fill with their ridiculous
arguments, capitalism never produces to meet
the needs of humans. Its sole purpose is to make
profits and this is what drives and sustains it.
Once we understand this character, it is no
longer difficult to fix capitalism’s accountability
for climate crisis. As we have just seen, this
system is driven not by necessity, but by profit,
and to ensure continuous profits, unnecessary
demands are continuously created artificially
which are then met through incessant
production. Thus, the very existence of
capitalism rests on profit and production. But
production requires resources – in the form of
raw materials and in the form of fuels, as well.
And we know that fossil fuels are the biggest
source of pollution. Thus our limited natural
resources are being recklessly depleted
merely for the creation of capitalists’ profits and
this in turn is worsening the climate crisis. If we
want to save our limited resources and
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environment, then this cycle of indiscriminate
and unreasonable production-consumption has
to be terminated. But is it possible in capitalism?
The economist Jonathan Park (2015) sums up
this paradox in the following words:
“Any viable solution to climate change will
therefore require a global agreement to
drastically inhibit the extraction, production
and consumption of natural resources. Yet, the
capitalist system as it currently stands is
neither designed for nor capable of
consciously inhibiting its own propensity for
unsustainable growth. The basic assumptions
under which neo-liberal capitalism operates
renders it incapable of correcting climate
change.”

Jonathan Park, thus, rightly argues that
capitalism in its natural, essential self, is not
only the real culprit of climate crisis but is also
incapable of finding solutions to it. This is the
reason why various organizations and
agreements working at the global level – IPCC,
UNFCC, Kyoto Protocol, etc. – have failed to
bring
about
effective
change.
These
organizations, run and controlled by capitalist
nations, actually work to maintain only an
illusion of environmental protection. The IPCC
report, mentioned in the previous section,
which declares vegetarianism as an effective
way of tackling the climate crisis, is an example
of such illusion. A research paper by the
Corporate Europe Observatory uncovers how
powerful corporate entities use their lobbies to
influence the negotiations and decisions of
these organizations in their favour. The CDM
(Clean Development Mechanism) system under
the Kyoto Protocol is a clear proof of how procapitalist these organizations, their negotiations
and agreements are. CDM is a carbon-trading
tool whereby developed countries, instead of
themselves reducing emissions, actually buy
carbon credits from developing countries to
meet targets set by the Kyoto Protocol. The
capitalist system based on the dynamics of
purchase-profit-market has converted even
pollution and emissions into marketable
products.
While the big capitalists use lobbies and buy
carbon credits to deal with the environmental
crisis on global stage, within their own country
they influence laws and policies in their favor
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by colluding with state power. In the name of
‘Ease of Doing Business’ in India, environmental
protection related laws are being tampered
with indiscriminately. Certainly the existing
laws are not without loopholes and they have
been misused as well. But under the present
capitalist-fascist regime, laws are being
amended with an audacity that has no parallels
in the recent past. The Draft Environment
Impact Assessment Notification (EIA) published
by government in 2020 and the recently
(October 2021) proposed amendments to
Forest Conservation Act (FCA) 1980,
underscore the close relationship between
capitalists and the current government. While
the EIA notification is an attempt to nullify the
environmental clearance rules, the proposed
amendments to the FCA make India's remaining
forests easily available to the capitalists. Thus,
while on the one hand our forests are being
exposed for capitalist exploitation, on the other
hand, Tulsi Gowda, a tribal environmentalist, is
being awarded Padma Shri. Such symbolic
steps serve the interests of capitalism and the
state in many ways – appeasement of the
Adivasi community that is worst hit by climate
crisis; creation of a pretense of “seriousness”
on the part of state towards environmental
protection; And most importantly, shifting the
focus away from capitalism to idealistic
solutions like tree planting.

RAM PRASAD BISMIL,
ASHFAQULLAH KHAN,
ROSHAN SINGH,
RAJENDRA LAHIRI
94TH MARTYRDOM DAY OF THE
KAKORI MARTYRS WHO WERE
HANGED FOR THEIR
REVOLUTIONARY IDEAS OF
FREEDOM ON 17TH & 19TH
DECEMBER 1927.

CONCLUSION
Whether we wish to notice or not, climate
change is a reality and similarly, whether we
admit it or not, capitalism shall remain the
biggest culprit behind climate crisis. As the
crisis of capitalism deepens, resolving climate
crisis shall get more challenging. We are
literally living in a state of planetary
emergency. The need of the hour is to
acknowledge both the crises – Climate and
Capitalist. One must comprehend the politics
behind the idealistic solutions served by the
state,
international
organizations
and
environmentalists. And, if the earth has to be
saved in the present age of intensifying class
struggle, the only alternative available to
humanity is dismantling Capitalism.
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Collective Martyrdom –
Collective Legacy
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UDHAM SINGH
122ND BIRTHDAY OF
GHADAR PARTY’S
REVOLUTIONARY LEADER
AND MARTYR

KHUDIRAM BOSE
132ND BIRTHDAY OF ONE
OF THE YOUNGEST
MARTYRS OF INDIAN
FREEDOM STRUGGLE

26th Dec 1899 – 31st July 1940
Born in Punjab’s Sunam in Sangrur
district, Shaheed Udham Singh had
reached London in 1934 in search of
revenge of Jallianwala Bagh
Massacre by assassinating General
Dyer, the one who carried out the
Massacre. He shot dead Dyer on 13th
March 1940 and was subsequently
arrested. On 31st July 1940, he was
hanged to death in London’s
Pentonville Prison. In prison,
displaying communal unity against
imperialism, he christened himself
as Mohammad Singh Azad. His
remains were brought to India on
31st July 1974 and last rites were
then performed in his village, 34
years after his death.
THE TRUTH | Year 2 | Issue 8 | December 2021

3rd Dec 1889 – 11th Aug 1908
Khudiram Bose, born in Bengal’s
Midnapore, was an Indian
revolutionary during the Freedom
Struggle who was hanged at the
age of mere 18 years in the
Muzaffarpur Conspiracy Case. A
member of the Anushilan Samiti,
Bose was possibly the youngest
revolutionary martyr of the Indian
Freedom Movement.
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US CAPITALISM – UGLY REALITY BEHIND
DAZZLING NEON SIGNS
M. ASEEM
On Friday 11th December several US states
were hit by severe typhoons. Warnings were
being issued by weather department and
administration for everyone to stay indoors. But
management of Amazon, owned by Jeff Bezos,
one of the richest capitalists in the world's
richest capitalist country were pressurising
workers to complete deliveries on schedule.
When some workers in a warehouse in Illinois
which was in the direct path of the typhoon
asked permission to go home, the managers
clearly told the workers that whoever leaves in
the middle of the shift, would not have the job
next day. Job insecurity being a great problem
in current times of high unemployment, only a
few dared leave and many workers remained
behind in the warehouse. The warehouse
building collapsed in the storm, burying
several workers in the debris. 7 died and
several others were wounded. We can have a
look at the attached screen shot of a worker
named Larry Virden chatting with his partner.
He told her that Amazon was not letting them go.
Shortly thereafter, Virden, father of 4 children,
lost his life there. Even his partner's 'I love you'
could not reach him. Mother of another worker,
Clayton Cope, who also lost his life, was
interviewed consoling herself saying that at
least she was able to say 'I love you' to her son!

of manipulation and pressure on workers and
rigging of the vote to form a union in a Amazon
warehouse. The above incident is among
several reported in the last 6 months when
workers were forced to work in dangerous
conditions at Amazon warehouses. A few days
ago, despite the flood situation in New York, the
workers were compelled to work.
Similar incident happened at a scented candle
factory of Mayfield Consumer Products in
Kentucky, where 15 workers kept asking for
permission to leave amid warnings but were
threatened with being fired, in case they left.
Eight of the workers who could not leave work
due to fear of losing their jobs lost their life. This
building was also razed to the ground in the
severe storm. These two are just the big news
that have come to wider attention because of the
media/social media. There must have been
more like this.

Amazon is notorious for the brutal intensity of
exploitation of its workers. In the past, there
were reports quoting its workers that they are
under so much work pressure that they cannot
even go to the toilet and often carry a bottle with
them to pass urine. Of the 190 workers in the
warehouse that collapsed, only 7 were
permanent workers, the rest were temporary
workers with very low wages. Amazon is also
notorious for preventing its workers from
unionizing. A few days ago, there were reports
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In India, the details of such incidents are not
reported at all in the corporate controlled media.
Even in social media, these incidents do not
become a topic of discussion for the middle-class
people. But in this 'great' country of ours,
according to the report of the Safety Council,
about 50 thousand workers die annually in such
workplace related 'accidents', with a large
uncounted number being wounded, losing their
limbs and becoming handicapped, helpless for
life, no longer being able to work. But these are
not accidents, instead these are cold blooded
murders caused by the most owners cutting down
on health and safety measures and required
equipment for maximising profit. In factories,
mines, buildings, shops, sewers, roads, bridges,
farms, bungalows-everywhere where workers
work, everywhere workers lose lives for the
profits of capitalists. In some small factories, the
owners and managers go home in the evening
locking premises from outside and the workers
sleep there after working till late into the night. In
case of the building collapse or the fire, they lose
their lives trapped inside being unable to escape.
Such incidents have happened many times, not
only in small towns, but also in the densely
populated industrial settlements behind bustling
malls and clogged market streets in big cities like
Delhi, Mumbai, Bangalore, etc. But instead of
punishing such criminal capitalists, they have
been given many exemptions from such
safeguards in the newly legislated Labor Codes
awaiting implementation.

DUSHYANT
KUMAR
46TH MEMORIAL DAY OF
20TH CENTURY’S
PROMINENT HINDI POET

1st Sep 1933 – 30 Dec 1975
Born in Bijnor in Uttar Pradesh,
Dushyant Kumar became one of
the most prominent poets of the
20th century particularly for his
Hindi Ghazals.
Amazon’s Illinois warehouse hit by tornado

Those who say that capitalists become rich by the
dint of hard work must be telling the truth,
because the 'poor' capitalists would indeed have
to work very hard to suck the last drop of the
workers' blood!
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One of his most prominent
lines:
“Mai bepanaah andheron ko subah
kaise kahun,
Main in nazaaron ka andhaa
tamaashbeen nahin”
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ADAM GONDVI
10 MEMORIAL DAY OF
THE PEOPLE’S POET
TH

MAJAZ LAKHNAWI
66TH MEMORIAL DAY OF THE
REVOLUTIONARY POET

19th Oct 1911 – 5th Dec 1955
sarmaya-dari

22nd Oct 1947 – 18th Dec 2011
bhuuk ke ehsās ko sher-o-suḳhan
tak le chalo
yā adab ko muflisoñ kī anjuman
tak le chalo
jo ġhazal ma.ashūq ke jalvoñ se
vāqif ho ga.ī
us ko ab beva ke māthe kī shikan
tak le chalo
mujh ko nazm-o-zabt kī ta.alīm
denā ba.ad meñ
pahle apnī rahbarī ko ācharan tak
le chalo
ḳhud ko zaḳhmī kar rahe haiñ
ġhair ke dhoke meñ log
is shahar ko raushnī ke bāñkpan
tak le chalo
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kaleja phunk raha hai aur zaban kahne se aari hai
bataun kya tumhein kya chiz ye sarmaya-dari hai
ye wo aandhi hai jis ki rau mein muflis ka nasheman hai
ye wo bijli hai jis ki zad mein har dahqan ka KHirman hai
ye apne hath mein tahzib ka fanus leti hai
magar mazdur ke tan se lahu tak chus leti hai
ye insani bala KHud KHun-e-insani ki gahak hai
waba se baDh ke mohlik maut se baDh kar bhayanak hai
na dekhe hain bure is ne na parkhe hain bhale is ne
shikanjon mein jakaD kar ghunT Dale hain gale is ne
bala-e-be-aman hai taur hi is ke nirale hain
ki is ne ghaiz mein ujDe hue ghar phunk Dale hain
qayamat is ke ghamze jaan-lewa hain sitam is ke
hamesha sina-e-muflis pe paDte hain qadam is ke
kahin ye KHun se fard-e-mal-o-zar tahrir karti hai
kahin ye haDDiyan chun kar mahal tamir karti hai
gharibon ka muqaddas KHun pi pi kar bahakti hai
mahal mein nachti hai raqs-gahon mein thirakti hai
ba-zahir chand firaunon ka daman bhar diya is ne
magar gul-bagh-e-alam ko jahannam kar diya is ne
darinde sar jhuka dete hain loha man kar is ka
nazar saffak-tar is ki nafas makruh-tar is ka
jidhar chalti hai barbaadi ke saman sath chalte hain
nahusat ham-safar hoti hai shaitan sath chalte hain
ye akasr luT kar masum insanon ko rahon mein
KHuda ke zamzame gati hai chhup kar KHanqahon mein
ye Dain hai bhari godon se bachche chhin leti hai
ye ghairat chhin leti hai hamiyyat chhin leti hai
ye insanon se insanon ki fitrat chhin leti hai
ye aashob-e-halakat fitna-e-iskandar-o-dara
zamin ke dewtaon ki kaniz-e-anjuman-ara
hamesha KHun pi kar haDDiyon ke rath mein chalti hai
zamana chiKH uThta hai ye jab pahlu badalti hai
garajti gunjti ye aaj bhi maidan mein aati hai
magar bad-mast hai har har qadam par laDkhaDati hai
mubarak dosto labrez hai ab is ka paimana
uThao aandhiyan kamzor hai buniyaad-e-kashana
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CHILE: BORIC’S VICTORY
AND THE DEFEAT OF PINOCHETISM
MAURA FAJARDO GÁLVEZ
Defeating all kinds of government sponsored
maneuvers and an emboldened Pinochetism,
the workers and the people won the streets and
the polls to defeat the threat that Kast posed. In
the coming days we will analyze the results in
depth; in this first overview we wish to
contribute some ideas to understand what has
happened and what is to come from an anticapitalist perspective.

Boric with outgoing President Sebastian Pinera

Yesterday’s election demonstrated, above all,
that there is a growing acute social polarization,
and at the same time, that the fundamental
initiative is held by the mass movement, at least
in this case. It is clear that in an election with
only two options, that could be a simple
conclusion. However, what the second round
really expressed is that the hardest right and
the Approve Dignity (FA-PC) candidate both
entered the race from coalitions formed without
the traditional parties. It is an expression of the
polarization that exists within the limited
options offered by the restricted democracy
that arose from the transition agreed on with the
dictatorship and the perfidious peace
agreement.
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That polarization was even more expressed,
after the first round, in the spontaneous
campaigns and in people’s severe call to
attention to the center-left candidate to “get off
his horse” and realize that a very important
battle was coming.
The fundamental push was provided by the
multiple nuclei that emerged after the first
round, with a clear task and an objective that
materialized yesterday unleashing joy and
genuine popular celebration: defeating the
fascist and putting a brake on the impetus of
Pinochetism.
From the morning, a tough situation began to
reveal itself in the most precarious communes,
there were no buses. The scandal was such that
at noon the government had to hold a deceitful
press conference with the Minister of Transport
Gloria Hutt, explaining that everything was in
order. But the truth, as it could be seen on the
streets and on live television, was that people
waited for hours at bus stops under the sun,
while most of the fleets were held back in the
terminals of the private companies subsidized
by the State. This amounted to a scandalous
electoral interventionism, because in the more
affluent communes, where the right wing
historically wins, there were no transportation
problems. Despite the maneuvers, the terror
campaigns and the provocations, the working
people dealt Kast an electoral beating in the
main towns and popular neighborhoods. The
Puente Alto commune, without going any
further, tallied 70 per cent of the vote for Boric.
On the other hand, the northern regions, which
had voted in the first round for the candidate
Parisi (an ultra-liberal outsider), turned in favor
of Boric in the second round. At a general level,
there was 10 per cent more participation than in
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the previous elections, and the highest number
of votes for a presidential candidate in history.
Beyond these and other data, all very important,
it is essential to highlight as we said in the first
round, that the result expresses, in relative
terms, as always in history, the end of the old
duopoly
and
the
beginning
of
the
reconstruction of the regime, after the
authoritarian sectors having received a strong
blow and the mobilized people having risen as
a fundamental actor, without a radical and anticapitalist leadership yet, but with a
revolutionary left present and setting the pulse
even with the use of the vote.

At 7:00 p.m. the electoral triumph of Approve
Dignity was irrevocable, with 10 points of
difference between the candidates, equivalent
to one million votes. The hypothesis that the
vote would be narrow was thrown out. A visibly
affected Kast accepted the defeat from his
headquarters. The streets began to fill
immediately and a spontaneous and massive
march traversed the avenue on its way to
Boric’s central rally, where he became the
president with the largest electoral vote in
history.
We have already said that the strength of
victory must be sought in the firm and
determined activity of the working people. It is
important to know that after the celebrations
and the joy of this victory, attention must be
placed on the resolution of the demands that
motivated, positively or negatively, the historic
election of last Sunday. In other words, those of
us who voted against the proto-fascist so as not
to lose our few remaining rights and those who
did so for Boric with the hope of obtaining new
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rights and a new Chile, different from the 30year regime, will intend to achieve those
objectives.
These tasks, clearly expressed during the
rebellion that Boric himself and the FA worked
to contain, are the driving force behind the
popular impetus. A failure to deliver on those
demands would undoubtedly strengthen the
position of the right that has found in Kast a new
benchmark, achieving a not inconsiderable 44
per cent and it will be lurking as part of the new
political geography. Tensions are far from
dissipating, the election expresses them fully,
and in the coming days working to organize the
popular force independently will be
more necessary than ever to
participate in those struggles.
From the Anticapitalist Movement
we raised a clear call to vote against
Kast for everything he represents,
but being deeply critical of the
program and the trajectory of
Gabriel Boric and his coalition. In
his last speeches he tried to take up
Allende’s epic, and at the same time
he repeats his mistakes, promoting
confidence in the possibility of a
“united and peaceful Chile” with human rights
violators and capitalists who plundered our
common goods through the barrel of a rifle
during long years. He expressed this with his
call to Piñera and in the rally itself by stating that
“bridges should be built” with the far-right
Kast.
We await with our guard up for what is to come,
organizing our forces and calling for you to join
our organization. In order not to delegate, so
that no one surrenders the victory that we
achieved with effort in any back room
negotiation. We do not say this out of prejudice,
but because the recent past shows it, we cannot
trust anyone other than our independent
organization and we must not abandon the
streets.
With the joy of the triumph obtained, let’s
advance until we transform everything!
Author is associated with Anticapitalist Movement, Chile.
Source: International Socialist League (Dec 22, 2021)
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ARTS & CULTURE

THE PLIGHT OF PEASANTS / GOPAL NAIDU
The paintings presented below, which strongly depict the plight of peasants, have been made by
Gopal Naidu, a senior comrade from Nagpur who is an eminent sculptor and painter.

THE TRUTH | Year 2 | Issue 8 | December 2021

27

AGRARIAN CRISIS; TELANGANA STATE

GUARANTEED MSP IS NOT POSSIBLE
WITHOUT CHANGING 'POLITICAL ECONOMY'
S. V. SINGH
B Kumar, a 45-year-old farmer from Shivapur
village in Mulugu district in Telangana, arrived
at a government paddy procurement center on
November 10 to sell his hard-earned paddy
crop. He kept pleading the government
procurement officials to buy his paddy for the
whole 20 days but they did not listen. B Kumar
lost hope and decided ‘to quit’. On November
30, he consumed insecticide at the government
procurement center itself. He died on 1
December. To earn this crop, he had taken a
loan of 4 lakhs and the tractor installment was
also pending. B Kumar is the fourth farmer to
commit suicide (subjected to institutional
murder) in the state of Telangana in November
month alone.
Lot of water has flown down the Godavari since
NT Rama Rao resorted to a novel populist
gimmick to buy popularity by offering rice @ Rs
2 a kg to the millions of hungry and destitute,
present in abundance, uncountable number
everywhere in our country. The incumbent
Chief Minister, K. Chandrashekhar Rao of TRS
(Telangana Rastriya Samiti), skilled in the art of
hoodwinking poor people, took that gimmick to
a new level by offering rice to the poor @Re 1/
per kg. Obviously, for this, more government
purchase of paddy was required to be done,
more budgetary allocation was required. CM
was not interested in taking that course.
Government purchase of any commodity means
purchase at MSP, which means guaranteed
fixed price. Hopes of good assured returns on
their paddy crop coupled with good rains,
farmers got motivated to produce more paddy.
Paddy production in Telangana state got a boost
and it rose from 29.6 lakh ton in 2015-16 to 2.26
crore ton in 2020-21, which is expected to cross
3 crore ton this year. The Food Corporation of
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India (FCI), governed by central government
chose not to take any notice of bumper paddy
production and continued with the same quota
of procuring only 60 lakh ton of paddy from the
state of Telangana, as before. To make the
matter worse, FCI slowed the procurement
process and has so far purchased only 45 lakh
ton and has opened only half of the total 65,000
government paddy procurement centers in the
state. The chaos was bound to happen and it
happened. Another reason for the current
severe farmer distress in Telangana is that in
view of the demand for parboiled rice which is
used in making idli in many states, especially
Tamil Nadu and Kerala, the farmers of
Telangana had increased its production
excessively. The Food Corporation has
categorically refused to buy parboiled rice at
all. Telangana CM was interested in doing
Nautanki only and had no concern for actual
food needs of entire 3.9 crore population of the
state. He kept the state quota of purchase of
paddy at 25 lakhs ton only. The chief minister
did everything else; sat on dharna at
Hyderabad's Dharna Sthal (like Delhi's Jantar
Mantar), met Prime Minister and Food Supplies
Minister Piyush Goyal, wrote letters, directed
his party's MPs to stall the parliament raising
issue of acute farmer distress in his state on the
very first day of ensuing winter session and sit
on dharna near Gandhi Samadhi outside
Parliament but did not increase his quota of
purchase. The Chief Minister wants that the FCI,
means central government should increase its
procurement quota from 60 lakh ton to 90 lakh
ton. Farmer distress and chaos at the paddy
procurement centers of the state is
unprecedented. It’s riot like situation over there
which has already taken 4 lives. Four farmers
have committed suicide in the month of
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November alone. On the other hand, the grain
traders are reaping the real harvest as farmers
have no option but to go for distress sale. Paddy
is sold @ Rs 1100 per quintal or even less than
that against the MSP price of Rs 1940 per
quintal. Another natural calamity is making the
situation more precarious. Till last month, the
retreating monsoon rained heavily in southern
states. Unable to sale or store their hard -earned
crop, farmers were leaving it in their fields
itself. Due to moisture in the soil, the paddy has
begun germinating on its own. Danger of ruin of
entire crop is looming large, making the
situation of poor peasants dire.
There is another curious turn to the tragic story.
There was a Lok Sabha by- election at
Huzurabad constituency in Telangana. Like all
other central government organizations these
days, FCI was also lending its helping hand to
its masters by not increasing the procurement
quota and slowing down the existing
procurement and not opening half of the
government procurement centers across the
state in order to fuel farmer’s anger. Distressed
and furious farmers got annoyed with the TRS
government and voted for the BJP which led to
victory of BJP candidate. Four farmers lost their
lives, millions are ruined financially but BJP has
gained one seat! They are interested to make
the situation dire to increase their tally!
The CM has complained in a letter to the Prime
Minister on November 10 and interestingly, his
language has become exactly like that of the
leaders of the recent iconic farmers movement.
He has written that there is no fixed national
policy for the purchase of food grains, so the
government is unable to plan for the sowing of
crops. The government is not in a position to
give proper guidance to the farmers. The area
under cultivation of pulses and oilseeds crops is
decreasing as there is no plan to procure these
items by the government whereas there is acute
shortage of pulses and oil seed crops in the
state. He also alleged that his state is being
discriminated against. FCI is purchasing entire
paddy crop and there is no upper ceiling of
procurement in Punjab, then why is a ceiling of
purchase in Telangana. Why his state's quota is
not increasing? On November 28 at Pragathi
Bhavan in Hyderabad, the CM addressed his
party's Members of Parliament, and exhorted
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them to launch vociferous protests inside the
Parliament and outside of it against the biased
attitude of the Center regarding the
government procurement of paddy in
Telangana. There has to be uniform
government procurement policy across the
country, the Chief Minister said. Unless the
Center announces it unambiguously, our MPs
will continue to fight the Center by all means.
The government food procurement policy of the
Center is misleading and biased. As soon as the
Parliament session began on November 29, TRS
members created a ruckus but Center chose to
ignore that and did not increase its quota and
did not give any assurance for the purchase of
paddy to the helpless farmers of Telangana.
After that there is increasing resentment and
frustration among the farmers. Please note that
the TRS is the party that has blindly supported
every anti-people policy of the central
government till now. The area under paddy
sown in Telangana has increased five-fold in the
last five years, from 25.02 lakh acres in 2015-16
to 1.04 crore acres in 2020-21. The Food
Corporation of India not only refused to
increase the procurement quota, but also
refused to buy Rabi crop. Paddy is grown in
Telangana in both Rabi and Kharif seasons.
Farmers of Telangana are put in a hopeless
situation, they are taking their own lives. They are
ruined financially and their only crime is that they
have increased production. Not only that, the
Chief Minister, in desperation, frowned upon the
farmers, 'growing paddy means hanging a noose
around your neck'. Farmers are being forced to
feel like criminals for increasing production.
Farmers in Telangana are furious with the
government but BJP is delighted. It is eying more
electoral gains in case farmer distress is more
aggravated and situation gets dire. They are
asking farmers to grow more paddy against CM’s
cruel rebuke to farmers not to sow paddy at all.
Farmers are being used as pawns to win
elections. Retired Agriculture Secretary of the
Central Government, Siraj Hussain revealed that
the reason for all this turmoil is that the Central
Government has bought 49.12% i.e. less than half
of the total paddy production, 1222.7 lakh ton in
the year 2020-21. The reason for this is that the
Center has been buying paddy at Rs. 37000 per
ton and selling it at Rs. 5000 per ton to the states
to make it available at concessional rate at the PDS

29

shops. The difference amount is charged to the
budgetary allocation as food subsidy. There is
another systemic bottleneck here. Under neo
liberal regime, central government has decided
to gradually reduce and eventually stop all the
subsidies other than the subsidy given to the
corporate.
"It is the political economy that determines the
Minimum Support Price (MSP) driven grain
procurement in India", commented Dr. G.V.
Ramanajanavelu, Managing Director, Center of
Sustainable Agriculture. He is spot on in
diagnosing the disease. That is exactly where the
cause of this malaise lies. It is not a fight between
the central government and the Telangana
government as it appears. It is a battle between
the present capitalist system and intentionally
selling fake and false dreams to the peasants
which can be realized only under socialism. This
shameless jhuma-jhatki, obnoxious cock fight
between center and state is for public spectacle.
Both the parties, center as well as state are in
complete agreement that all farmers are not to be
paid at MSP as that is not the business of a system
that is not only profit driven but has also become
subservient to the Adani-Ambanis. This is actually
a competition between two thugs testing
befooling capacity of each other.
The truth behind this tragic, gruesome story of the
Telangana farmers distress is spilling out on its
own. It is really important to have an agriculture
and food policy in the country because bread is
the most essential thing for survival. How many
people are there in the country, what are their
food needs, how much pulses, rice, wheat, oil,
fruits, milk, vegetables, meat, eggs, spices etc.
are needed for their nutritious diet, good health,
all this data is extremely necessary to prepare a
comprehensive agricultural policy. How much
area requires to be covered by a particular crop,
what would be the need of fertilizers, seeds,
irrigation facilities, tractors and what modern,
scientific and technological support will be
needed by the tillers to maximize production of
all these vital food items, putting in place
arrangement to procure entire agricultural
produce
and
most
importantly
making
impeccable arrangement to make available all
these food items available in each and every
locality in required quantity at all retail stores to
entire population, leaving no room for pilferage
and theft by the ‘middle men’; this planning has to
be on top of agenda of the government.
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Effectively denying any food to those who don’t
work, want to live on hired labor power, the
parasite class, of course, has to be essential part
of that plan. Is it possible in the current system
where
entire
agricultural
produce
is
appropriated by monopoly sharks who don’t
work, pass their time by just ‘clipping the coupon’
and the real producer sleeps hungry? In the
present system, not only private but government
work is also done to earn profit. Some people
have a popular misconception that public sector
undertaking means socialist organization!! This is
a very pretentious lie, a hoax. ‘Market forces’ rule
in capitalism. Even oxygen is not made available
to dying patient unless one has purchasing
power. In a country where children die
murmuring ‘bhaat-bhaat (rice-rice), farmers are
being punished and made to commit suicide for
increasing the production of paddy. The real
culprit
is
'political
economy'
as
Mr.
Ramanajanavelu is pointing out. Farmers of
Telangana proved that agricultural production
can be increased immensely but it is capitalism
that’s coming in the way and subjecting farmers
to institutional murder by saying 'increasing
production is like hanging the noose around the
neck'!!
Farmers deserve heartiest congratulation for
showing exemplary courage, determination and
never say die attitude, refusing to be intimidated
and ultimately forcing the power drunk, arrogant
fascist regime to take back the black agricultural
laws. The fruits of MSP can, however, reach to
each and every peasant only after government
guarantees entire purchase of entire agricultural
produce at MSP. That is possible only after the
'political economy' of the country is changed as
suggested by Dr. G. V. Ramanujanavelu, MD,
Center of Sustainable Agriculture. Political
economy in vogue in our country that is
obstructing production and strangulating the
producer is called capitalism and the desired
political economy where farmers can get assured
price of their produce and they can be liberated
of their overwhelming distress is called socialism.
Process to bring that change is called
REVOLUTION. Workers and peasants must
together fight to bring that revolutionary
transformation of the political economy. Farmer’s
victory, till then, is only half baked. They need to
rise again along with the proletariat to achieve
real victory.
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FARMERS’ MOVEMENT

SLAM CAMPAIGNS, WATER CANNON, LATHICHARGE
AND OTHER ELEMENTS OF PM MODI'S 'TAPASYA'
ISMAT ARA
The past year's incidents reflect a malicious state rather than a penitent or meditative one.
While announcing the repeal of the three
contested farm laws, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi made no attempt to hide his emotions. In
his characteristic style, he spoke about his
tapasya to improve the lives of farmers but
regretted
how,
despite all his efforts
to convince them of
the benefits of the
laws, he could not get
“a few farmers” on
board.
The
decision
to
withdraw the laws was
a rare political retreat
by the Prime Minister
– his hand forced by
the year-long farmers’
agitation, centred at
Delhi borders but
anchored
among
various
farming
communities across
the country.
The farmers braved police cases and
authoritarian district administrations; they were
branded “Khalistani separatists”,”terrorists”
and the “tukde-tukde gang“ by BJP leaders and
the pro-government media. Yet, through
Delhi’s scorching summer and harsh winter, the
farmers remained resolute.
In his live address, he said, “…shayad hamari
tapasya mein hi koi kami rahi hogi jiske kaaran
diye ke prakash jaisa satya kuchh kisan bhaiyon
ko hum samjha nahin paye” (there must have
been some deficiency in our efforts that we
were not able to explain the truth, like the light
of a lamp, to the farmer brothers.)
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His use of the Sanskrit word ‘tapasya’ (literally,
penance) indicates a singular, meditative focus.
But does the record bear this out?
The Wire looks at ten aspects of the farmers’
protest and Modi’s claims of unique effort.

New Delhi: Security personnel stand near barricades
ahead of the proposed ‘chakka jam’ by farmers, during
their ongoing agitation against Union government’s farm
reform laws, at Ghazipur border in New Delhi, Saturday,
Feb. 6, 2021. Photo: PTI/Manvender Vashist

1. MODI DUBS PROTESTING FARMERS
‘ANDOLANJEEVIS’, ‘PARJEEVIS’
In his Lok Sabha speech on February 8, Modi
coined the terms andolanjeevi (one who
protests for a living) and parjeevi (parasites) to
describe the protesting farmers. He said, “A
new class of people has emerged in recent
times who can be seen in all agitations and
protests. These are ‘andolanjeevis’. States will
agree with me as they, too, are encountering
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the emergence of this section. They are actually
‘parjeevis’, feasting on agitations and
protests.” The irony was not lost on anyone.
He also added that he considered the farmers’
protest sacred, but claimed that there are
“terrorists, Naxals and communal elements”
involved in the movement who want to destroy
the sacred protest for their own benefit.

2. TENS OF THOUSANDS OF FARMERS BOOKED,
MOST IN CRIMINAL CASES
More than 170 cases have been filed against
more than 35,000 farmers throughout the
protest, according to Bhupendra Chaudhary,
member of the Bharatiya Kisan Union’s (BKU)
Haryana wing.
“The police has booked farmers in severe
criminal cases with charges including
attempted murder, spreading disharmony and
even sedition,” he said. He further added that
the farmers’ demand that these cases be
withdrawn is an important one since they affect
the lives and livelihoods of many young
farmers.
After singer Rihanna and 18-year-old climate
activist Greta Thunberg tweeted about the
farmers’ protest, the Delhi Police’s cybercrime
cell even filed an FIR over developments
related to their posts and the supposed ‘toolkit’
which came to light, imposing charges of
sedition, criminal conspiracy and promoting
hatred.
Shortly after, Union home minister Amit Shah,
on February 3, tweeted that India stood united
to achieve progress and that no “propaganda”
can deter its unity.
During the ‘Dilli Chalo’ march against the farm
laws in November last year, a young man from
Ambala, Navdeep Singh, climbed onto a police
water cannon targeting protesters and turned it
off. He was hailed as a hero on social media as
the video went viral. Later, he was charged with
IPC section 307 (attempted murder).

3. ‘DILLI CHALO’ PATH LINED WITH EXPIRED
TEAR GAS, POLICE BARRICADES
In November, after failing to get the support of
their state governments, the farmers decided to
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march to Delhi and put pressure on the Union
government. They ultimately set up protest
sites at three of Delhi’s borders: Singhu, Tikri
and Ghazipur.
This ‘Dilli Chalo’ movement was met with water
cannon, batons and tear gas by the Haryana
police on November 26, on the orders of
Haryana chief minister Manohar Lal Khattar.
Haryana police had also dug trenches to
prevent farmers from reaching Delhi, used
layers of barricading and sand barriers and
reportedly even used expired tear gas shells on
the protesters, leading to at least three
casualties.
Dhanna Singh (45) died due to an overhead
collision of his tractor with a truck full of
sandbags being used by the Haryana police to
block the roads; Janak Raj Aggarwal (55) died
after his car caught fire and Ghajjan Singh (55)
died of a heart attack; all three succumbed to
their injuries at Delhi’s borders.

4. FARMERS BRUTALLY BEATEN IN HARYANA
CM’S OWN CONSTITUENCY
On August 28 of this year, ten protesters were
severely injured during the lathicharge by
Haryana police to stop protesting farmers on
their way to Karnal to demonstrate at a state BJP
meeting. According to the farmers present, one
farmer, Sushil Kajal even died due to injuries
sustained from police lathicharge.
A viral video of the then Karnal sub-divisional
magistrate (SDM) Ayush Sinha (who was
transferred after the incident) telling police
personnel to “break the heads” of anyone who
tried to cross their barricades resulted in
another huge protest gathering at Karnal, with
threats to gherao the district’s mini-secretariat.
“Utha-utha ke marna peeche sabko (‘Hit them
hard’). We shall not allow this cordon to be
breached. We have enough force available.
Mere paas ek bhi banda nikal ke nahin aana
chahiye. Agar aaye toh sar foota hua hona
chahiye uska (‘No one should break the cordon
and reach me. If someone does, make sure he
has a broken head’),” Sinha was seen telling the
policemen in the viral video.
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5. WHILE THE UNION GOVERNMENT WAS
HOLDING TALKS WITH FARMER UNIONS, ITS
MINISTERS KEPT DISCREDITING THE PROTESTS
Even as the government was holding talks with
the farmers’ union, look at how its union
ministers spoke about farmers.

In an interview aired on TV channel CNN News
18, he reportedly said, “There is no doubt that
some people who have failed and flopped in
other areas, who have nothing to do with
agriculture, are training their guns from the
shoulders of gullible farmers.”

On November 27, 2020, Amit Malviya, national
convener of the BJP’s IT Cell tweeted a video
titled ‘Khalistani agenda behind farmers protest
in Punjab”. This was one of the first instances of
a ruling party leader equating the protesting
farmers with ‘Khalistanis’.
On December 11, Union cabinet minister for
Food and Consumer Affairs Piyush Goyal linked
the farmers’ movement with “Maoists” and
“anti-national elements.”
A day before, Narendra Singh Tomar, minister
of agriculture and farmers’ welfare, who has
been leading the government’s talks with the
farmers, had tweeted, “In the guise of farmers,
anti-social elements are conspiring to spoil the
farmers’ movement. I appeal to the farmers to
be vigilant and not provide their platform to
such anti-social elements.”
On December 13, erstwhile law minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad in an address in Bihar said that
“tukde tukde log (people who want to break
India)” were using the farmers’ movement to
break the country. He went on to say that a
“sinister design” was responsible for the failure
of the talks between the farmers and Union
government.
He had said, “Narendra Modi ji respects the
farmers a lot and the farmers of the country also
respect Narendra Modi ji a lot – we are winning
everywhere. But if the people who want to
break India under the guise of the farmers’
movement – tukde-tukde people – try to shoot
from the shoulders of farmers, very strict action
will be taken against them.”
Even Prime Minister Modi, in a speech in
Gujarat on December 15, alleged that the
farmers were being misled as part of some
conspiracy.
UP chief minister Yogi Adityanath went so far as
to say that people who had “flopped” in other
areas of their lives were using the farmers’
protest to further their agenda.
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6. UNION GOVERNMENT’S CLAIMS TO HAVE
CONSULTED FARMERS FALLS APART
The farmers’ mistrust of the BJP began with the
very way in which the contentious laws were
passed. The government ignored the demands
of opposition leaders to refer the farm Bills to a
Parliamentary Committee in the Lok Sabha or a
select committee of the Rajya Sabha for review.
An RTI application filed by activist Anjali
Bhardwaj, seeking the details of the supposed
consultation with stakeholders, including
farmers, before the laws were passed revealed
that there was no record of any pre-legislative
consultations on the three bills, according to the
response by the Union agriculture ministry. The
ministry could not provide any dates on which
the consultations were done, who the attendees
were, minutes of the meetings or lists of the
states, experts and farmers groups who had
been consulted.
This contradicted Tomar’s repeated claims that
wide-ranging consultations were held on the
three laws and reinforced the farmers’ claims
that they were never made a part of the
decision-making process.
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7. FARMERS’ DEATHS CROSS 700
By the time the Prime Minister announced that
the laws would be repealed, the number of
farmers who died in the course of the protests
went up to around 700, according to the BKU.
In an official statement to the press, the BKU said
that the Union government as well as Modi’s
ego were to blame for these deaths.
Besides the people who died, the BKU has also
said that several thousand cases have been
slapped on protesting farmers. The withdrawal
of these cases was one of the six demands made
by the Sanyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM) at the kisan
mahapanchayat held after the repeal was
announced.

8. RESTRICTIONS ON FARMERS’ SOCIAL MEDIA
HANDLES
A Facebook page called ‘Kisan Ekta Morcha’
which identified itself as the official page of the
farmers’ movement was temporarily removed
by the company in December, 2020. However,
this was only the first of many social media
handles associated with the protest that were
ordered to be blocked by the Union
government.
‘Kisan Ekta Morcha’ is a prominent account with
over one lakh followers, used by the protesting
farmers to publish protest updates, videos of
speeches given by farm union leaders and also
counter purported fake news spread to malign
the protests.
Another major incident occurred in February
2021 when Twitter blocked several hundred
handles at the government’s behest. The
government had claimed that these handles had
posted “false and provocative content” related
to the ongoing farmers’ agitation.
The step was based on a legal request from the
Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology.
Close to 250 handles were blocked, including
the official handle of the Kisan Ekta Morcha
(@Kisanektamorcha), Tractor to Twitter
(@Tractor2twitr) and that of the Bharatiya Kisan
Union’s
Ekta
Ugrahan
faction
(@bkuektaugrahan.)
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The Caravan magazine’s handle was also
blocked in the wake of the tractor parade
organised on Republic Day and the violence
that ensued in which one farmer lost his life.
Recently, reports have even emerged of fake
social media handles posing to be Sikh and
spreading divisive, communal statements and
false narratives. These handles, on Twitter,
Facebook and Instagram were being used to
promote Hindu nationalist agendas and progovernment narratives.

9. NO ACTION AGAINST UNION MINISTER AJAY
MISHRA
On October 3, in UP’s Lakhimpur Kheri district,
eight people were killed. Four of them were
farmers who died after having been allegedly
mowed down by the convoy which Union
minister Ajay Mishra’s son, Ashish, was a part
of. The others who died were a reporter, a
driver and BJP workers.
Mishra, in a speech on September 25, referred
to the protesting farmers and said, “Sudhar jao.
Nahin toh samna karo aa ke hum aap ko sudhaar
denge. Do minute lagega keval (‘Mend your
ways. Or else come and face us, we will fix you.
It will only take two minutes.’)” The farmers at
Lakhimpur Kheri on October 3 were protesting
this very speech. Ashish was arrested on
October 9.
Since that time, farm unions have been
demanding that Ajay Mishra be removed from
his post as Union minister of state for home
affairs, even calling for his arrest, which was
included amongst the SKM’s demands put forth
after the laws were repealed.
The Wire’s conversations with several farmer
leaders reveal that the farmers have lost far too
much during these protests to not have all their
demands met before they leave the ground.
Most farmers feel as if they’ve lost more than
they’ve gained over the past year. Yet, they
show no signs of leaving the protest sites at the
Tikri, Singhu and Ghazipur borders until all
their demands have been met.
They have done the real tapasya, they say.
Source: The Wire (25.11.2021)
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LAKHS OF FARMERS GATHERED AT THE
MOVEMENT’S BORDER MORCHAS (SINGHU,
TIKRI, GHAZIPUR) TO CELEBRATE THE
REPEAL OF FARM LAWS; 26 NOV 2021

VICTORS
RANVEER SINGH

Their attires were different,
Their desires were different;
They moved to walled city,
Walls didn’t show any pity.
Waited for them open jails,
They went for pointed nails;
Nature took them in her lap,
They could have a little nap.
Weathers came and went,
Smiled in the broken tent;
They survived hailstorms,
Abuse became the norms.
Bhagat they looked at everyday,
Science they learnt day by day;
Transitory just the boiling point,
Destination is the melting point.
Furnace was set accordingly,
Fists were raised accordingly;
Hardened metals melt away,
As came the judgement day.
Capitalism is eyeing their land,
They have begun to understand;
Chill the winter’s snowy surface,
Till they return to winter palace.
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ECONOMY

RECOVERY, BUT FOR WHOM?
M. ASEEM
Corporate media is choke a bloc with reports
that Indian economy has made a smart and full
recovery from the Covid induced slowdown
and there is all-round pick up in productive
activities leading to creation of many job
opportunities soon. The government is also
trumpeting loudly its own self praise for
excellent and successful management of the
economy in crisis and trying to create illusion of
expected increase in employment, wages and
incomes shortly in future, especially in view of
some important state assembly elections in
early 2022. Various statistics - increased
electricity generation, and coal and minerals
mined, pick up in industrial production and
services, number of E-Way Bills for freight
transportation, higher GST collections, growth
in agricultural sowing and harvest - are being
cited as confirmation of the ‘green shoots’ in the
economy (statistical figures are not being
quoted in this small note deliberately). Record
growth in profits as well as profit margins of the
companies constituting major stock indexes
like Nifty and Sensex are also supposed to
affirm the vast uplift in economic scenario. The
fact that the quantum of loans disbursed by
banks and other financial institutions have also
shown growth in recent months after long has
also been presented as evidence of increased
production and commercial activities.
However, contrary to all this, the Consumer
Sentiments Survey of Reserve bank of India has
found that consumers are hesitant to buy and
their propensity to spend is much below preCovid days. This index (CSI) which used to
hover around 100 earlier is now at 63 in the last
survey indicating that most consumers have cut
their expenses to the bare minimum
necessities,
even
for
those
essential
commodities they are searching where they can
buy the cheapest ones available. Recent
statements from companies producing fast
moving consumer goods like Unilever, Marico,
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Dabur, Britannia, Parle, etc also corroborate the
fact that sales are slow, and buyers are looking
to buy smaller and cheaper packs compared to
earlier.
Media reporting from ground based on talks
with people and social media reports,
conversations and anecdotes also confirm the
extreme distress in the life of overwhelming
majority of working class and lower middleclass people owing to sky high rise in prices of
most essential commodities, and they are being
compelled to cut their expenses even on the
basic items of food. This reality of cut in
expenses is also corroborated by other wellknown facts being reported by those tracking
Indian economy, for example, overall number
of jobs have reduced by 5 crores (CMIE data)
and real wages have gone down.
Both these seemingly opposing assertions –
increased economic activities and reduced
consumption by majority of the people – are
based on many public statistics and survey
results. The question then arises – why this
contradiction? How to reconcile the two? To do
that this we need to analyse the reasons behind
these apparently unconnected phenomena
going beyond the narrow, restricted and partial
official reports and media news coverage.
It is quite well known that the economy was
already in crisis before Corona pandemic
started and there was excessively huge
inventory built up of unsold commodities with
most industrial and commercial capitalists (this
was all much in news prior to pandemic). This
inventory of produced commodities is a cost for
the capitalists as interest must be paid on the
working capital finance from banks and others
raised for carrying it. This huge build up of
unsold inventory had resulted in large
unutilised capacity in most sectors of the
economy as most industries were working at
around 60% of the installed capacity. This
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caused a steep fall in the rate of profit of
industrial capitalists. This was the story of the
decade prior to Covid.
Small and medium industries were among the
worst affected by Corona lockdown. Most
remained inoperative for long, and many
closed for ever. On the contrary, with their
better organisation and connections in
government larger industries were not
impacted that much as they were able to restart
operations far more quickly. These large
industries were also the biggest beneficiaries
of the rival small-medium industries being
forced out of the market, and they were able to
convert their piled inventory of finished goods
into sales at a faster pace. Thus, they were able
to convert a big part of their piled commodity
capital back into money capital and repaid part
of their outstanding bank loans reducing their
interest costs. This interest is paid out of their
operating profit. Hence, they were able to
retain a larger share of their operating profit
with themselves. Therefore, quantum of bank
loans to industries didn’t grow in the covid
period. It rather showed some negative growth
for some time and personal consumption and
small business loans overtook the industrial
loans for the first time in India.
Moreover, most industries were able to reduce
the number of their workers during corona
period through lay offs and retrenchment. Many
state governments also exempted industrial
capitalists from the already weak labour law
protections for workers, for example, they were
allowed to stretch working day to 12 hours.
Therefore, the capitalists were able to make the
workers slog for longer hours and increase the
rate of exploitation, that is, the rate of surplus
value appropriated from workers. Besides, 90%
of the employment in India is generated by
small and medium industries. So, their closure
for long periods resulted in massively high
unemployment. This increased supply of labour
also caused a fall in wages. All these together
have resulted in the fast growth in the rate of
profit of big corporate capitalists reversing the
decade long falling trend. The same is also
partly responsible for the stock markets being
on the high.
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Though Covid devasted the lives of
overwhelming majority of the people, it has
benefited approximately 8-10% of the
population. Higher profitability has increased
income of capitalists and their managers. Their
expenditure on personal consumption went
down and amount of savings went up in the
lockdown. The rise in stock market has also
created a sense of being wealthier. They have
gone on a shopping spree post lock down
especially for consumer durables and luxury
goods. The industries have also been able to
operate on somewhat higher level of capacity
utilisation (above 70% instead of around 60%)
since their earlier inventories were cleared.
This build up of inventory is happening
throughout the chain from factories to
distributers to wholesalers to retailers, largely
with bank credit. From the point of view of the
accounting and economic surveys the sale
happens when the goods are despatched from
the factory. Thus the build up of inventory with
the commercial capitalists -distributors,
wholesalers, retailers – is reflected in growth in
sales, even though final sales from retailers
might be slower than that. This feedback loop
from slowdown in sales at the retailers to the
producing industrialists through the whole
chain has some time lag, sometimes reaching to
several months. Since the earlier inventories
had cleared in the lockdown period and these
inventories are currently being build up again
the industries can operate at higher level of
capacity utilisation in this period despite the
actual sales to consumers not having picked up
pace because of high unemployment and lower
wages.
Hence, we have these diametrically contrary
reports of lower buying by consumers and
increased rate of industrial activity. However,
this growth, like the earlier instances of growth
as consequence of destruction of wars,
pandemics, etc, is of a transitory nature. This
doesn't resolve any of the reasons for the almost
'unending' capitalist economic crisis in Indian
economy. Therefore, this period will pass, and
capitalist economic crisis will be back in a more
intensive form.

37

CIVIL LIBERTIES

CONSTITUTION DAY

WHAT NINE PENDING CASES SAY ABOUT THE
RIGHTS INDIA’S CITIZENS ENJOY
JAHNAVI SEN
In high courts across the country and in the Supreme Court, a number of cases are
pending relating to basic rights India's citizens are supposed to enjoy.
Seventy-two years ago on this day, the
Constituent Assembly adopted the Constitution
of India. Two months after that, on January 26,
1950, the country’s Constitution came into
effect. But how has the implementation of our
constitutional rights and safeguards been
going?
In high courts across the country and in the
Supreme Court, a number of cases are pending
relating to basic rights India’s citizens are
supposed to enjoy. Here is a list of some of those
cases, pertaining to laws passed and decisions
taken by the government that are seen to be in
violation of the constitutional guarantee of
fundamental rights to citizens.

1. ARTICLE 370
On August 5, 2019, the Narendra Modi
government decided to unilaterally read down
Articles 370 and 35A of the Constitution, which
provided the erstwhile state of Jammu and
Kashmir a certain amount of autonomy. At the
same time, the Union government also passed
the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act,
which divided the then state into two union
territories.
Several writ petitions – about two dozen – have
been filed against this move in the Supreme
Court, saying that the Modi government’s
decision violates fundamental rights of the
people of Jammu and Kashmir. The most recent
petition was filed by CPI(M) leader M.Y.
Tarigami, also asking the court to expedite
hearings in the case.
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Most of these petitions were filed very soon
after the Union government announced its
move, but it has now been nearly nine months
since the case was listed.
On August 28, 2019, the top court had said that
its five-judge Constitution bench will be
examining a batch of pleas challenging the
Centre’s decision to change the constitutional
status of Jammu and Kashmir. The matter was
last listed before a Constitution Bench led by
former Chief Justice S.A. Bobde on March 2,
2020.

2. CITIZENSHIP (AMENDMENT) ACT
On December 11, 2019, parliament passed the
controversial Citizenship (Amendment) Act
despite large-scale protests against it across
the country. This law was criticised because it
made religion the basis for granting citizenship
for the first time in independent India.
According to the CAA, undocumented
immigrants from Afghanistan, Bangladesh or
Pakistan who entered India before December
31, 2014 will be granted Indian citizenship. The
catch? These immigrants have to be either
Hindu, Sikh, Parsi, Buddhist or Christian.
Coupled with the Union government’s plan to
implement a nationwide National Register of
Citizens, many believed that the law would be
used to further target Muslims in India.
In addition to citizens’ protests, the CAA was
challenged legally almost immediately after it
was passed. The first challenge came from the
Indian Union Muslim League (IUML), and there
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are now 143 petitions questioning the Act’s
constitutionality before the Supreme Court. The
petitions, and critics of the law more widely,
have argued that the CAA goes against India’s
secular nature, which is enshrined in the
Constitution, and Article 14 (equality before
law). Even Michelle Bachelet, the United
Nations high commissioner for human rights,
has filed an intervening application against the
law before the Supreme Court.
The petitions, however, have received little
attention from the Supreme Court so far. The
apex court refused to stay the law and gave the
Union government four weeks to respond in
January 2020, though the Centre’s first response
came only 2.5 months later. In that entire year,
the case was heard only on three dates. In 2021,
it has not been heard even once.
The rules under the Act are yet to be finalised
by the Union government.

3. ELECTORAL BONDS
A constitutional challenge to the Union
government’s electoral bonds scheme was first
mounted in 2017, soon after the passage of the
Finance Act, 2017. Petitions were filed by the
Communist Party of India (Marxist), and NGOs
Common Cause and Association for Democratic
Reforms, which challenged the scheme as “an
obscure funding system which is unchecked by
any authority”. Questions have also been asked
about this Act being passed as a money Bill,
thus circumventing the Rajya Sabha.
The electoral bonds scheme allows political
parties to receive completely anonymous
donations in the run-up to elections. Even
though the challenges were filed in 2017, the
court started actively hearing the case only in
2019 – by which time the sale of electoral bonds
had already begun. The court has refused to
stay the scheme or the sale of electoral bonds
on several occasions now, most recently in
March this year.
Multiple reports have shown that the Narendra
Modi government pushed through the electoral
bonds scheme despite serious doubts and
disagreements from the Reserve Bank of India
and Election Commission. RTI queries also
revealed that the government did not follow its
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own rules and regulations while implementing
the scheme.
On April 12, 2019, a Supreme Court bench
headed by then CJI Ranjan Gogoi asked the
Union government to submit details of
donations under electoral bonds in a sealed
cover. However, the bench did not list the
matter again after that. More recently, when
Gogoi was asked about the case after his
retirement, he said he “did not remember” it.

4. UNLAWFUL ACTIVITIES (PREVENTION) ACT
Multiple petitions before the Supreme Court
have challenged the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act or UAPA, an ‘anti-terror’ law
that has been widely criticised for its vague
terms and misuse. Most recently, a group of
former civil servants filed a petition against the
law, and the court has issued notice to the Union
government. Two writ petitions had also been
filed on the matter in 2019, soon after the Modi
government amended the law and made it even
more stringent. The amendment allows the state
to designate an individual, and not just an
organisation, as a terrorist.
Provisions under the UAPA make it extremely
difficult for an accused to get bail, even as trials
may continue for years on end. This ensures
prolonged incarceration even before a case is
decided, the petitions against the law point out.
Petitioners argue that the law violates the right
to equality under Article 14, right to freedom of
speech under Article 19(1)(a) and right to life
with dignity under Article 21 of the Constitution.
They have also pointed out the low conviction
rate under the UAPA – only 2.19%. This shows
that “prosecution under the UAPA is either
initiated in “bad faith”, or the quality of the
evidence is not sufficient, bringing into
question the entire process of “independent
review” prior to grant of sanction”, according
to the recent civil servants’ petition.

5. FARM LAWS
Even before Prime Minister Narendra Modi
announced that his government intends to
repeal the three contentious farm laws passed
last year, multiple cases challenging the
Farmers
(Empowerment
&
Protection)
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Agreement of Price Assurance & Farm Services
Act, 2020, Farmers Produce Trade & Commerce
(Promotion & Facilitation) Act, 2020 and
Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020
had been filed in the Supreme Court. In January
this year, the court had stayed the laws less than
two months after they were passed.

In addition to media houses, the IT Rules have
also been challenged by Facebook-owned
WhatsApp, saying that the traceability
provision is unconstitutional and against the
fundamental right to privacy.

Farmers have been protesting against these
three laws as well as other government policies
for more than a year now, saying that they
benefit large corporate houses and not farmers.

In July this year, The Wire and its global media
partners in the Pegasus Project reported about
how the smart phones of over a dozen people
were found infected or targeted by spyware
created and sold by an Israeli company, the NSO
Group. These individuals were part of a larger
group of persons whose numbers figured in a
leaked database of probable Pegasus targets
around the world.

The court had also set up a committee to try and
mediate talks between the government and the
farmers, but many had criticised this committee
as the members were seen to be supporters of
the farm laws.
Petitions against the farm laws said they were
arbitrary and violative of Article 14.

6. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY RULES
In multiple high courts across the country, cases
have been filed against the Union government’s
Information
Technology
(Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code)
Rules, 2021. These Rules, framed under the
Information Technology Act, 2000, seek to
regulate media portals, over the top (OTT)
streaming platforms and social media
intermediaries. They grant sweeping powers to
the Centre, including the right to demand
removal of content. The rules have come under
criticism
from news
portals, journalists
bodies and internet freedom advocates.
The first legal challenge to the IT Rules came
from The Wire, its founding editor M.K. Venu
and The News Minute editor Dhanya Rajendran,
filed in the Delhi high court. The petition has
argued that the Rules are violative of the parent
IT Act they were framed under. Since then,
multiple media houses – including LiveLaw,
Malayala Manorama, The Quint, PTI and others –
have filed cases in high courts across the
country. The petitions have argued that the
Rules violate the IT Act as well as Articles 14
(equality before law) and 19(1)(g) (right to
freedom to practise any profession, or to carry
on any occupation, trade or business) of the
Constitution.
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7. PEGASUS

The NSO Group has maintained that its sells the
Pegasus spyware only to “vetted governments”.
A section of journalists, lawyers, activists and
politicians – including five confirmed targets on
whom the Pegasus software was used – moved
Supreme Court with nine petitions in total, asking
for a judicial probe into the matter.
On October 27, the bench Chief Justice of India
N.V. Ramana and Justices Surya Kant and Hima
Kohli said that since there was “no specific
denial” from the Indian government on buying
and using the spyware, it was setting up an
independent expert committee to investigate. If
the allegations prove true, the court noted, they
have a bearing on citizens’ constitutionallyguaranteed rights to privacy and freedom of
speech.
The bench has given the committee eight weeks
from the date of hearing to submit its report –
meaning the committee is currently halfway
through its tenure.

8. SEDITION
The Supreme Court is hearing a batch of petitions
challenging the country’s sedition law (Section
124A of the Indian Penal Code), which was put in
place by the colonial British government. Seven
such petitions have been filed before the apex
court, including by journalists Kishorechandra
Wangkhemcha and Kanhaiya Lal Shukla and
former Union minister Arun Shourie.
The sedition law, the petitioners have argued, is
unconstitutional. The term is vague and it fails to
define
criminal
offence
with
sufficient
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definiteness, they continue. In addition, Section
124A infringes upon the fundamental right of
freedom of speech and expression, guaranteed
under Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution.
In July this year, the court questioned the Union
government on why this law was still required.
“This dispute about law is concerned, its colonial
law, it was meant to suppress the freedom
movement, the same law was used by British to
silence Mahatma Gandhi, Tilak etc. Still is it
necessary after 75 years of Independence?” CJI
N.V. Ramana said then.

SUDHA BHARDWAJ
RELEASED FROM PRISON
AFTER 3 YEARS

According to Article14, there has been a 28% rise
in sedition cases between 2014 and 2020, in
violation of Supreme Court guidelines, during
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s regime,
compared to the yearly average between 2010
and 2014, the second term of the United
Progressive Alliance administration.

9. EWS QUOTA
In January 2018, the Union government passed the
103rd Constitutional Amendment Act to provide
reservation of 10% of seats in educational
institutions or posts in State services, purportedly
for “economically weaker sections of citizens”.
Around 20 petitions have been filed in the
Supreme Court against this Act, saying
backwardness for the purpose of reservation
cannot be defined by “economic status alone”.
The amendment, petitioners argued, challenged
the basic structure of the Constitution.
In August 2020, the court decided to refer the
matter to a five-judge Constitution bench.The
bench was of the view that the petitions raised a
substantial question of law as to whether
reservation could be granted on an economic
criterion alone. The law has not been stayed in the
meanwhile.
While the hearing before a Constitution bench
has not yet begun, the apex court has been
hearing other cases related to the EWS quota.
Most recently, it questioned the Union
government on why it adopted annual income of
Rs 8 lakh as the criteria for determining eligibility
for the EWS reservation in admission for medical
courses. The Centre has now said it will revisit this
limit, which means the counselling for aspirants
will be delayed further.
Source: The Wire (26.11.2021)
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Lawyer-activist Sudha Bharadwaj, one of the 16
people arrested in the Elgar Parishad case, was
released on 9th December 2021 after spending
over three years in jail, from the Byculla women's
prison after the NIA court set bail conditions.
Ms Bharadwaj was arrested on August 28, 2018,
and was later placed under house arrest. She was
then taken into custody on October 27, 2018. She
is the first to be granted default bail in the
case. Along with Ms Bharadwaj, eight other
accused - Sudhir Dawale, Varavara Rao, Rona
Wilson, Surendra Gadling, Shoma Sen, Mahesh
Raut, Vernon Gonsalves, and Arun Ferreira - had
applied for bail on similar grounds but the High
Court had rejected their applications stating that
the applications were not filed on time and hence
could be considered.
The case was earlier handled by the Pune Police
and was later taken over by the NIA. She was
initially lodged at Pune's Yerwada prison when
the state police were investigating the case and
was moved to the Byculla women's prison after
the NIA took over. The case is yet to go to trial.
As part of her bail conditions, the 60-year-old
activist will have to submit her passport and stay
in Mumbai. She has to seek permission from the
court to leave city limits. Ms Bharadwaj can't
interact with the media on the case and also not
establish any kind of contact with her co-accused,
and not make any international calls.
Repeal UAPA! Release all political prisoners!
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WORKERS’ MOVEMENT

BANK STRIKE; 16-17 DECEMBER

RITUAL OF PROTEST WILL NOT WORK ANY MORE
S. V. SINGH
UFBU (United Forum of Bank Unions) mustered
courage this time to go on strike for two
consecutive days against Modi government's
project to finish public sector banks (PSB).
UFBU leaders also revealed in a press
conference on Dec 15th that total outstanding
amount in 13 NPA accounts belonging to the top
corporates as on March 2021 was ₹ 4,86,680
crore which has come down to ₹ 1,61,820 crore
today. This reduction is not because they have
repaid that whopping amount, that never
happens in accounts owned by monopoly
sharks. It is because Modi government has
‘settled’ these accounts in that amount which in
plain and simple language means that
government has written off a total of ₹2,84,980
crore loan amount belonging to the AmbaniAdanis of the land during last 9 months of this
year alone. Bank leaders went on to say that the
PSBs are being used repeatedly by the
government as tools to save dying/ drowning
companies of big monopoly corporate and
private banks like Yes Bank, big gutter of
economic scams IL&FS and Global Trust Bank
etc. Due to this, the government banks are on
the verge of collapse for which the blame will
be laid on them and finally, they will have to
bear the brunt of it. They also appraised that the
government is doing all this, deliberately, in a
planned manner to drive PSBs sick and then
hand these over to the corporate crocodiles to
devour. This sinister game will have very
serious consequences on the people of the
country at large and their life savings, their
deposits are in danger.
This struggle of bank employees (officers
below Management Committee MC level
included) must be strongly supported by all
sections of the public without any reservation.
Bank staff are one of the most suffering sections
of PSU employees. The whole nation must share
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their grief and wholeheartedly support and
stand with them.

BANK EMPLOYEES’ UNSPEAKABLE SUFFERINGS
•

Unsung Corona Warriors: The whole world
went into two years of shock treatment
caused by deadly pandemic, Covid-19.
Everybody knows how the medical, paramedical and their support staff had to attend
to their duties putting their own life on line.
They are respected and adored by one and
all, very rightly so. So many of the young and
bright doctors, nurses, cleaners lost their
lives. Hardly anyone, though, has noticed
that bank employees too remained on duty
throughout the pandemic. According to the
Moneycontrol.com report over 1,50,000
bank employees got infected by Corona
while performing their duties during covid
and 1200 lost their lives on duty. Not only
that, 1.5 lakh infected employees carried
virus to their homes and how many of their
family members would have died as a
consequence, there is no data available.
Another fact that bank managements
deliberately hide actual data to avoid
paying compensation, may also please be
noted. No dirghe was sung on their death, no
obituaries written, they passed away
unacknowledged and unsung!!

•

No Working Hours: Its ages, good 135
years since the brave workers of Hay
Market, Chicago laid their lives for the cause
of 8 hours work, 8 hours rest and 8 hours
recreation, the way one likes to spend one’s
time. That never happened in banks. Their
May Day is yet to come. Working time of the
bank employee is 7 days a week, stretched
till he/ she falls unconscious and that’s
without any overtime or any compensatory
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off. Leave is never sanctioned howsoever
serious the reason may be. They always
proceed on unsanctioned leave taking risk
of finding a ‘show cause notice’ waiting on
their table. Ironically, employees of the
private banks reach their home early than
the PSB employees. No recruitment is taking
place, not even in place of those retiring
every year.
•

•

Worst Victims of Non-sensical and
Whimsical Policies: PM appeared on TV
on November 7, 2016 as usually, raising his
index finger straight and announced
demonetization, the most non-sensical and
horrible, terrible policy on earth for the
common man. It, of course, helped the big
producers of branded goods. Hell broke
loose on bank employees the very next day.
Apart from working till mid night amidst
chaos, witnessing poor, hungry and
destitute people collapsing in the queue is a
harrowing experience. Bank employees
were subjected to undergo that ordeal for
months together. Before that, banks were
made to open whopping 43.4 crore Jan Dhan
(PMJDY) savings accounts.
Sword of Accountability Always Hangs
Straight Over Head: All frauds and scams in
banks occur because of decisions taken/
connivance of the MC (Management
Committee) or the Board of Directors. Since
that decision is not taken by an individual,
members of the MC escape accountability.
Frauds/ scams take place not only at the
level of sanctioning of loans but also at the
stage of first restructuring and then at the
time of ‘settling’ the account through write
off. For swindling of public funds through
that channel, accountability is to be fixed.
Noose is kept ready at the time of sanction
itself and only the head is to be found out
later! While sanctioning these ‘would be
NPA’ accounts, the terms/ conditions are
intentionally fixed in such a manner that no
human being on this earth can comply. That
is the reason that for each and every
corporate account that drowns, heads of
lower rank officials roll. Top management
may appreciate for opening of so much Jan
Dhan accounts but as soon as soon as any
lapse is noticed, the same ‘efficient and
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dynamic’ official receives a very fat charge
sheet for not adhering to KYC or ‘due
diligence’.
•

Transfer as a Tool of Severe Punishment/
Retrenchment: Bank management need not
pay for retrenchment of its employees these
days. They can make as many officials
submit their resignations as they want,
simply by exercising their right to transfer
anyone, anytime, anywhere in India,
cleverly and cunningly. Women employees
having breast feeding infants too are not
spared. The worst spectacle of this
suffocating exercise is witnessed at the time
of mergers. Banks have got rid of up to 20%
of their entire staff without any ‘premature
retirement policy’ simply by exercising
right of transfer arbitrarily and vindictively.
There is no remedy for this ‘punishment’.
Victim has nowhere else but to go home
straight.

•

Bank Employees are under Acute,
Chronic Stress: You may not find any bank
employee these days working comfortably
or cheerfully. Going is getting tuff and
stressful by each passing day. Most of them
have to take medicines of diabetes, BP,
hypertension, depression, insomnia and
what not. A 2017 study published in the July
issue of ‘International Journal of Research in
Humanities & Social Sciences’ informs that
most of bank employees are under severe
stress like this; 53.5% are suffering from
headache, 67% frustrated, 53.5% having
negative thoughts, 50% restless, 58.5% over
thinkers, 52.5% mood swings, 42% back
pain, 43.5% neck pain, 20.5% under
depression, 33% feel they are about to go
under depression, 51% nervous, 40%
memory loss, 70% hair problems, 41%
breathing issues, 38% frequent infections,
45% high BP. These figures pertain to the
year 2017. Stress since then is aggravated
alarmingly. This study also shows that most
of the bank employees are suffering from
multiple ailments. The biggest contributing
factors to this level of stress are that bank
employees are not getting any support or
comfort from anywhere, neither from
management or government nor from public
or even from their trade unions. The second
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reason is uncertain, dark future. The pace
with which this government is dismantling
PSUs particularly the banks and handing
these over, wholesale to the corporate
sharks, no one is sure what will happen to
them tomorrow. Dark and gloomy future
stares and scares them.
In spite of being sensitive and empathetic to
their plight, one can’t help but ask following
questions to them;
1) The naked loot by the monopoly capitalists
is going on unabated in the country and the
darling
of
Ambani-Adanis,
Modi
government is in hurry to hand over all the
resources of the country to the corporates.
Bank employees are in the most suitable
position to expose this reality before the
people of the country because no one knows
the economic and financial reality better
than them. Why did they not fulfill this social
responsibility? Why did the bank
employees not perform this most important
job of alerting the people in time so that
these blood sucking corporate parasites are
taken on target by the angry, suffering
masses. The job that the farmers of the
country did so brilliantly, shouldn’t that have
been done long back by the bank
employees?
2) No section of employees can fight its battle
alone. Shouldn't bank employees join the
struggles
of
the
working
class,
unhesitatingly and unconditionally? Modi
government, the most anti-people and antiworker government in the history of the
country so far has, forcibly, snatched away
the 44 rights acquired by workers after
sacrifices for centuries and they have been
handed over the rattle of 4 Labor Codes.
Why are the bank employees not joining the
labor movement against this gross injustice?
Why did the bank employees not support
the current glorious, historical farmers
movement? Shouldn’t the bank employees
too share society’s pain?
3) Bank trade union leaders’ ultimate goal
always remains to become director in the
board of the bank. This is the root cause of
the downfall of trade union movement in
banks. By becoming a bank employee-
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official director, sitting in a five-star hotel
burdened with inferiority complex deep
within with the board of directors and then
signing on the dotted lines of all the
resolutions/ decisions passed, they virtually
mortgage their right to fight. Their
language, then, changes from ‘we shall fight
the injustice of the management’ to ‘together
as a team with the management we shall make
our bank great, take it to new heights’. The
workers take over the role of the owners!! Is
it a matter of honor as these workmen
directors proclaim or a matter of pity!!
Relation between worker and owner is
antagonistic, it can’t be reconciled. Worker
may be made to harbor illusion of becoming
master by the cunning and shrewd
managers of the bourgeoisie but this is a
ploy to corrupt their thinking and lure them
out of the fight. Why did bank unions allow
the management to soften/ smother their
fighting spirit by falling victim to this vulgar
greed of occupying director’s chair? Can
they make their bank great and take it to
new heights when government has decided
to dismantle these and sell to the rich like a
scrap? Is it not unbecoming of being a
worker? Is it not treachery to the working
class? Was it not the beginning of the current
downfall? Is a common board of owners and
workers possible?
4) Bank workers please explain why they
never supported the struggles of the
exploited, toiling masses of the country?
When did they associate themselves with
the struggles on the issues of life and death
of the millions and millions of the poor and
destitute? Why should the people support
them?
5) Can bankmen win their battle alone? Can
white-collar workers save whiteness of their
collar without joining the fight of the ocean
of unorganized workers? Is it possible to
push back, roll back this bourgeois
neoliberal onslaught now or is it possible to
halt it right here? Shouldn't the bank
employees have joined the massive anticapitalist-imperialist-fascist
mass
movements going on in the country?
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TRADE UNION MOVEMENT IN BANKING
INDUSTRY
As pioneer of trade union movement and very
first trade union leader in India, N. M. Lokhande
deserves a salute from all the workers for
forming ‘Bombay Mill Hands Association’ in
Mumbai (Bombay) in 1890 after first Factory Act
was passed by Britishers in 1881. That was the
period of nascent capitalism, the so- called
green shoots of capitalism in our country. There
used to be the Crafts Unions formed by the
skilled artisans of different crafts before that.
All India Trade Union Congress (AITUC) came
into existence in 1920 and the Trade Union Act
was passed in 1926. Industries were growing at
fast pace and so were the trade unions
representing workers. Workers had 2766
registered trade unions with a total
membership of over 16,60, 000 in 1947.
Credit of formation of the very first trade union
in banking industry in India goes to the
employees of Imperial Bank of India (now SBI)
which they did in 1925. Next significant mile
stone of the trade union movement in banking
industry was organization of Confederation of
Bank Unions in 1946 that gave birth to the All
India Bank Employees Association (AIBEA).
Understandably, government was alarmed by
formation of AIBEA more than formation of trade
union in any other industry with obvious reason
that if bank employees too will strike work, how
would the economy run! In the 1952 AIBEA
elections, the official candidate of Imperial
Bank’s AIBEA for the post of GS was defeated by
one who was a card holder of CPI. It was then
got known that there is a majority of communist
party members/ sympathizers in AIBEA and this
led to its first split. Imperial Bank employees
formed their separate unit of AIBEA and the
same trend is still continuing as the Imperial
Bank became State Bank of India on July1, 1955.
Even now, AIBEA in SBI is separate from AIBEA
in rest of the banks. Indian Banks Association
(IBA) as representative body of the bank
management came into existence on
September 26, 1946.
During the pre-nationalization era of banks,
working conditions of bank employees were
pathetic.
Show
cause,
suspensions,
terminations of employee activists who ‘dared’

THE TRUTH | Year 2 | Issue 8 | December 2021

to form unions was routine as it now happens in
private industries. Maruti company at Gurgaon
is the vivid example where 10 workers are still
languishing in jail, the conflict began with the
workers daring to form their union. Even after
repressions by the management, bank
employees continued to ‘dare’ form their
unions and continued with their organized fight
and collective bargaining with the management
and went on to earn one right after another.
AIBEA earned the honor of being the leading
trade union among trade unions in other
industries also. The best feature of the bank
trade union activities those days was that bank
employees were motivated by their trade union
leaders to participate enthusiastically in the
struggles launched by their comrades in other
sectors.

DOWNFALL OF TRADE UNION MOVEMENT IN
BANKING INDUSTRY
Indira Gandhi took two vital decisions that had
serious impact on banks. First, in order to take
the capitalist development both in industrial
and agricultural sector to another orbit and to
make available humongous amount of financial
support to both, she nationalized 14 banks on
19th July, 1969. That was, indeed, a landmark
decision. Every aspect of working conditions of
the employees was mutually settled thereafter. Seventies and eighties saw rapid
development of banking network and it was a
hunky- dory period for employees as well as
trade union leaders. She took another
significant decision in 1974 during emergency
and amended Banking Regulation Act 1949 yet
again to appoint workman director in SBI.
‘Workers’ participation in management’ was a
very much orchestrated concept those days.
Complacency had already crept in the trade
union activities in banking industry and they fail
to understand the real design of the
government behind that. The same demand to
appoint workmen director and officer’s director
was raised vociferously by unions in all the
banks to which government happily acceded.
Unions were euphoric, they were to send 3
names and one of these would sit in meeting of
the Board of Directors. That was the beginning
of the end of the trade union movement and
beginning of the corruption of thought process
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of the trade union leaders. ‘Workers’
participation in management’ is a ploy to
hoodwink workers so that they harbor an
illusion that they are no more workers, they are
owners!! Management/ government adopts this
strategy when industry is in upswing phase,
production/ expansion is required to be
boosted at faster pace and management doesn’t
want any slow down because of employee’s
unrest. Bank unions fell prey to the trap and two
prong degradation crept in. First, leaders
started talking in the language of owners and
union
circulars
began
reading
like
management circulars, like this, ‘we have to
work hard, over time like a team with
management in order to take our ‘beloved bank’
to new heights!!’ Secondly, top leaders of the
unions began behaving like appendages of the
CMD/ MDs as it is they who will, eventually,
pick one out of the three names to sit around the
table in the Board Room. The workmen
directors would always be aware that they are
sitting there undeservedly by mercy of the
management. They were first to sign every
board decision. Some overenthusiastic and
severely intoxicated by the director power,
among them were even witnessed exhorting
officers to give up their petrol reimbursement
and other allowances as ‘their’ bank is in tight
financial position!! It never occurred to them to
explain to their members and the public at
large as what is the actual cause of financial
stress of banks. They, many a times, bore more
arrogance, helping themselves, enjoying,
having fun in bars and spas of the five- star hotel
than even CMD. That was the height of stupidity
of the trade union leaders. This downfall,
gradually, got so disgusting that while
preparing for union conferences, the most
intensely debated/ deliberated topic would be,
how much and which brand of liquor is required
to be arranged and how many ‘comrades’ like
to have non-veg snacks along with it!!
Towards the last decade of the last century, need
of the ruling capitalist class warranted that since
the corporates have accumulated huge capital,
there is no demand in the market and the
investment avenues are drying up, government
should hand over all PSUs to them and get away
from the way. UPA responded to the mood and
need of their masters and unleashed ‘neo liberal
policies’ to ‘alleviate poverty’!! Crisis went on
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accentuating and deepening fast and UPA
government was not matching the corporate
needs as they were going slow and subtle in
dismantling PSU infrastructure. These crocodiles
wanted to gulp everything in one go!! Need was
created for a ‘dynamic-dashing-daring-56 inch
chest’ Modi with the help of bought- out media
and Modi has not disappointed his corporate
masters. Master of the art of befooling the masses
and creating theatrics, Modi, coined new slogan,
‘government has no business to be in business’!!
Banks proved to be the easiest prey. The
dismantling process of PSBs is almost complete.

WHY TO FIGHT A LOSING BATTLE?
Up to just 6 months back, people used to comment
that SBI is too huge to be purchased by a
corporate and it is the safest government place to
keep their life savings. People are naïve, don’t
know perhaps that there may be over 80 crore
poor people in the country whom Modi
government claims to have fed free during
pandemic but here is one Mukesh Ambani also in
the country who ranks 8th among the richest
corporate sharks in the whole world. Ambani’s
name may be added to SBI well before the coming
year ends. What to talk of any other bank!! Can
bank privatization be halted now? The answer is
NO. Should the employees stop fighting to save
PSBs? The answer is again, NO. Even after
knowing that PSBs can’t be saved from
privatization, employees must keep fighting to
agitate and educate themselves that the neoliberal onslaught can’t be reversed or halted now.
They have to close ranks with ongoing workers
struggle in general to take this whole system of
capitalism on target. There is no middle course
left now. They must also learn that there can’t be
any participation of workers in management.
They must realize that they can’t take their
‘beloved bank’ to new heights, how so ever hard
they may try. Government propaganda is always
driven by the needs of the capitalist class. What
can they do now to save their beloved bank? Isn’t
that non sense of ‘employee participation in
management’ gone with the wind? Wasn’t is a
cunning ploy to befool them? Capitalism has
crossed its expiry date and it has now only grief
and devastation to offer. Bank employees too
have to discharge their historical responsibility
and join their comrades fighting for liberation of
working class to usher in socialism.
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WORKERS’ MOVEMENT

NEW LABOUR CODES & THE WORKING CLASS
MASA
New Booklet released in Dec 2021 in Hindi and English by ‘Mazdoor Adhikar Sangharsh Abhiyan’,
platform of 16 revolutionary trade union federations and workers’ organizations across the country.

INTRODUCTION
The Government of India has intensified
the attack on the working class, and has
converted 44 central labour laws into 4 antiworker labour codes in accordance with the
policies of imperialist
globalization,
privatization and neoliberalism. The Centre
as well as some state
governments
has
already finalized their
rules. These labour
codes
will
be
implemented as soon as
the rules in accordance
with new codes are
prepared by all the
states.
It is a matter of
fact that the process of
hollowing out the earlier
labour laws of their
content was going on for
last few decades. Many
amendments were made
to affect this process.
The
anti-worker
tendency
in
recent
Supreme
Court
judgments
in
the
explanation of existing
laws
has
become
increasingly dominant.
Many laws were made
blunt and ineffective in implementation on
ground. Contract and temporary workers were
employed in permanent nature of jobs. The
Second Labour Commission that was
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constituted
in
1998
presented
its
recommendations in 2002, which were mainly
anti-worker in nature. After 2004, the then UPA
government was not confident to implement the
recommendations in full, but it successfully
started implementing those in bits and pieces.
The anti-worker attitude
of the Supreme Court
helped this process. But
the
capitalist
class,
particularly
big
monopoly
corporate
capitalists,
was
not
satisfied with the pace of
these
pro-capitalist
reforms, and they wanted
their
swift
implementation
along
with other pro-capital
policy
reforms.
The
‘Gujarat model’ and the
fascist leader Narendra
Modi as its face was more
preferable
to
them
compared to the UPA
regime under Manmohan
Singh for this purpose.
We thus find the big
corporate backing fascist
forces under Modi to form
government at the centre
in 2014.
Modi government,
immediately after coming
to power, started a wave
of intense attacks on the
working class as per to the expectation of
monopoly capitalists. Labour laws were being
‘reformed’ against the interests of the workers.
New sets of workers without any substantial
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labour rights were supplied under new
provisions of ‘fixed term employment’ and
NEEM trainees under ‘Pradhan Mantri Kaushal
Vikas Yojana’. In its second term, Modi
government launched this process more
comprehensively. In the Corona period, with
the slogan of ‘transforming the crisis into an
opportunity’, Modi government made all-round
attacks on workers’ rights, the severest of which
are the new labour codes. The capitalist class,
through nexus with the government and these
new codes, conspired to put the workers under
stronger
shackles
of
enslavement.
Unfortunately, in the absence of a strong and
militant working class movement on a national
level headed in the correct direction, their plan
is getting successful.
There is a historical context of these
‘reforms’. When the labour laws were being
made in different countries, including ours, that
period was of ascendency and success of
militant and revolutionary working class
movement. The revolutionary transformation in
Russia under the working class leadership took
place in 1917, and the process of socialist
construction was advancing. This became the
centre of hope and inspiration for the exploited
and oppressed people worldwide. After
Second World War, one third population of the
world raised flags of the working class. The
capitalist class felt endangered by the militant
and revolutionary movement of the working
class, and to contain these movements, it was
compelled to offer some socio-economic
facilities and legal rights and concessions
under the so-called ‘welfare state’. But the
capitalist class was again on offensive when
capitalist restoration took place in Soviet Union,
China and in other ‘socialist’ countries. Under
the name of globalization, neoliberal
capitalism-imperialism made fresh attacks on
working class worldwide. Also the deepening
crisis in world-capitalist system was an
important reason for the capitalists to intensify
their fresh attacks on the working class. The
undeclared contract between capital and
labour in the post-Second World War period
collapsed and paved way for neoliberal
policies
of
liberalization-privatizationglobalization. It is not surprising that today not
only the working class, but entire working
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masses, including farmers, are facing the direct
offensive of monopoly finance capital.
We see that the governments of each
country started abandoning the ‘welfare state’
arrangements in and after 1980s and started
snatching away the hard-earned rights of the
working class. These rights were either made
increasingly ineffective or were withdrawn
completely. Structural adjustments in economic
policies were made accordingly. The Indian
Government, with its ‘new economic policy’ in
1991, formally abandoned the arrangements
under ‘welfare state’ and it was announced from
the walls of power that government is not meant
to distribute free-bees. To combat the
resistance struggles against these policies, the
ruling class not only intensified repressive
measures but also backed the propaganda and
intervention of reactionary ideologies. The
forces of ultra-reactionary and fascist ideas
were backed by the monopoly capitalist class to
power. The result is that today the government
is not only suppressing the voices of working
class but the voices of pro-working people,
progressive intellectuals and even liberal
capitalist intellectuals are also being
suppressed. They are being declared antinational and being put in jails.
Friends and comrades!
The new anti-worker labour codes have
made our struggle against the capitalist class
more political in nature. It means that the
decisive struggle to force withdrawal of these
codes is neither like a struggle of other
economic demands where a section of working
class could settle with a section of capitalist
class or factory owners through their struggles,
nor it could be a struggle merely to remove the
political party in power and make space for
another bourgeois political party as no political
party of bourgeois domain could withdraw it.
Although it does not mean that the importance
or the need of the working masses to remove
the present fascist government from power is
not there. All struggles against fascist forces,
big or small, are important now. The important
aspect of the struggle against the new labour
codes that the working class needs to
understand is that this struggle is intricately
connected to the historic task of the working
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class to remove the permanently crisis-ridden
capitalist class as the ruling class. Each crisis
brings about a wave of fresh attacks from the
capitalist-imperialist powers and erodes the
previously achieved rights of working masses.
For this reason, the importance of political
content of working class struggles can more
deeply be understood during such crisis. The
present offensive of the capitalist-imperialist
powers comes out of the irresolvable crisis of
world capitalism, and any big political struggle
in this period needs to connect to a decisive
struggle against all the ruling classes including
the capitalist class. It’s imperative for the
struggling working class to beware of this
aspect.
In this booklet, we on behalf of ‘Mazdoor
Adhikar Sangharsh Abhiyan’ (MASA) have
attempted to explain in simple language the
‘reforms’ in labour laws implemented by the
new labour codes, so that the worker comrades
can understand their deep anti-worker content,
get united and launch a continuous, militant and
decisive struggle to force the ruling class to
completely withdraw the labour codes along
with enacting pro-worker legal reforms. To
struggle against the anti-worker labour codes is
indispensable for the existence of working
class today. The need of the hour is stronger
class unity and preparation for counteroffensive with maximum possible strength so
that this time the fight back of the working class
can break the spine of exploitative and
oppressive system of the ruling class. Our win
must not only be decisive, but should be able to
overturn the world-historic retreat of the
working class.

NEW LABOUR CODES AND ITS IMPACT
ON WORKERS
This is intended as a short leaflet to inform
the workers about the changes that are being
brought about by the new labour codes being
introduced by the Central Government. The
rationale being given by the Central
Government is that there are 44 Central Laws
and many other state laws, and due to so many
laws the corporates are not ready to invest in
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the country. Hence to increase the “ease of
doing business” the laws are being
consolidated into 4 labour codes viz.
1) Code on Wages
2) Code on Industrial Relations
3) Code on Social Security
4) Code on Occupational Safety, Health and
Working Conditions
This is an argument made up of many
lies. Firstly there is no evidence to show that
having many labour laws will decrease “ease of
doing business”. In the UK, where there are 3
countries (England, Scotland and Wales making
up Great Britain) and another territory called
Northern Ireland, there are over 65 Crown laws
(central laws) regulating labour. This is besides
the various laws which have been enacted for
labour in each of the separate countries /
region. Where India has one law (The Equal
Remuneration Act) to enforce the principle of
“equal pay for equal work” the USA has over 7
or 8 laws on this principle including for
differently abled persons etc. Nobody has ever
complained about the ease of doing business in
the UK and the USA.
The second part of this lie is that the 44
central laws are being consolidated into 4
codes. If this were the only exercise, there
would not be so much resistance. What is
actually being done is to change the laws to
put an end to the permanent workforce, to
change the future workforce into fixed term
workers, to end collective bargaining, to
stop the protection against retrenchment,
lay-off and closure, to curtail the rights of
contract workers and to enable the deregistration of militant unions.
We will take up these anti-worker
amendments one by one. Firstly we take the
amendment about Fixed term contracts as this
will help to explain the whole philosophy
behind the changes in labour laws. But even
before we take up this anti-worker measure, we
have to understand the historical context of
these reforms.
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THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT
The trend in industry till the 1970s was to
have large factories with integration of different
departments of production. This was known as
the “assembly-line” system or the “Ford
system”. By the 1970s, however, there was a
change in this system. It is said that this new
system originated in Japan where there was a
great pressure on land and therefore the setting
up of huge factories was difficult. It is called the
“Toyota system”, or “zero inventory system” or
“just in time system”. In this system most of the
work is outsourced. the final product is broken
up into different parts and the manufacturing of
the parts is outsourced to different vendors who
deliver only a specific number of parts on each
day as per the final order book position.
Say on a particular day there are orders
for 300 cars. On that day 1500 (300x5) wheels,
tyres, hubs etc are provided by different
vendors. 600 wipers, headlights, etc are
invoiced. All the parts reach at the right time to
make 300 cars on that day. Now large factories
are not necessary. The different parts can be
made in different small factories.
However, a particular day may require
only 100 cars and the next week may require
600 cars. This means that the various vendors
(and the main plant) require “flexibility” in
employment. They may want 1000 workers on
one day 500 the next and 6000 the next week.
This could only be done in a system of “hire and
fire”. The employer must have the capacity to
employ all workers (permanent or not) on a
contractual basis for a stipulated period.
The new system allowed for a lot of huge
lands in the cities to be freed. Textile mills in
Mumbai closed down and textile manufacture
moved to small sweat shops in Tirupur and
Bhiwandi. Large factories in big cities started to
close down and manufacturing moved to
smaller cities and towns into smaller plants.
This released great profits for the employers.
But this was not the main profit of the
employer. The breaking up of production also
led to a breaking up of workers unity. The big
factories had big unions. Now the workers were
scattered in small sweatshops spread out all
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over India. This made it very difficult to
organise unions.
Production was outsourced not only in
India
but
also
internationally.
Some
manufacturing activities like cars, steel, and
services like IT and ITES etc started being
outsourced to India. The New Economic Policy
of 1991 increased this trend manifold. The
demand of the Indian manufacturers for ending
the existing system of “permanent” jobs and
starting the system of “hire and fire” grew
louder with each year.

THE PERMANENT EMPLOYMENT SYSTEM AND ITS
DEMOLITION
If workers have to fight for their rights,
especially in a country with such high
unemployment as India, there must be security
of employment. Hire and fire cannot be allowed
otherwise the fight would be terribly more
difficult for workers. For this, after years of
struggle, the workers had the Industrial
Employment (Standing Orders) Act, 1946 – the
first law for workers after the 2nd World War.
This defined the modes of employment as
Permanent, temporary, casual, badli and
probationer. The base was permanent.
All workers whose work was of a
permanent nature were permanent workers.
The important issue was the nature of work.
Temporary workers were those employed for
work of a temporary nature or for a temporary
increase in the permanent nature of work.
Casual workers were for work of a casual nature
(unplanned, sudden – like cleaning up after a
storm). Badlis were the workers who were
employed to fill in vacancies caused by
sickness or leave etc. Even they were required
to be given cards and allotted work as per
seniority and attendance.
The idea was that all workers who did
permanent nature of work in the establishment
would be permanent workers. In spite of this it
was found that workers were being continued
as temporaries, casuals and badlis for years on
end. This was remarked upon by the First
Labour
Commission
under
Justice
Gajendragadkar in his report in 1969. Around
the same time the Maharashtra Government
had set up a committee on unfair labour
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practices in 1968. They had recommended that
keeping workers as temporary, casual and
badli for years with the object of depriving the
workers of the rights of permanency was an
unfair labour practice. Justice Gajendragadkar
had noted these unfair labour practices with
approval. His report states that keeping
workers as casual for years by giving them
artificial breaks is a “pernicious practice”.
In response to this, under the pressure of
the unions in Maharashtra (at that time the
strongest union movement was in Mumbai), the
Maharashtra Government enacted two laws.
Firstly, they amended the Industrial
Employment (Standing Orders) Act to make it
clear that, whatever s(he) may be called,
whether temporary, casual or badli, the worker
would have to be made permanent if they
completed 240 days without counting artificial
breaks.
Secondly, a law was passed against
unfair labour practices where keeping workers
as temporaries, casuals and badlis for years
with the object of denying them benefits of
permanency was an unfair labour practice.
Other states also followed suit and similar laws
were passed in several states. Ultimately the
Central Government also prohibited unfair
labour practices similar to the law in
Maharashtra.
Of course the Supreme Court has
given some confusing judgements but the
law as it stands today is roughly that the
worker is entitled to become permanent
upon
completion
of
240
days
of
uninterrupted service.
The reversal started in 1984 itself. The
definition of retrenchment was amended to say
that if a worker was employed for a definite /
fixed period and his employment was not
renewed at the end of that period then it would
not count as retrenchment. But the worker was
still entitled to be made permanent after 240
days. This position remained till the report of
the Second Labour Commission. The Second
Labour Commission led by Mr. Verma gave
its report in 2002. This report has totally
capitulated in favour of the employers. Most
of the changes being brought about now are
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suggested
by
Commission.

the

Second

Labour

In this report the Second Labour
Commission has accepted that there is an
economic necessity for all industrial and
commercial enterprises to transform the basis
of tenure of all jobs (permanent and nonpermanent) to contractual and for stipulated
periods. It says that there is therefore such a
social necessity and the proper social
acceptance for such a change and the social
institutions for the consequences of such
change must first be created.
The Commission also records the
employers’ demands that Chapter VB of the
Industrial Disputes Act which requires
government permission for retrenchment, layoff or closure must be repealed or the threshold
for its application must be increased only to
establishments where 300 or more workers are
employed. This latter demand has been
broadly accepted by the Commission. The
Commission also recommended that no labour
laws
should
apply
generally
to
all
establishments with 19 or less workers. A
special law should be made, instead for such
small establishments. This meant that laws like
the Factories Act, ESI Act, Shops &
Establishments Act etc would not apply to such
small establishments. Broadly we can take
that the provisions being put in the current
labour codes are, more or less, according to
the recommendations of the Second Labour
Commission.

CURRENT CHANGES IN THE LABOUR CODES
In 2002, the Government was not able to
immediately implement the recommendations
of the Second Labour Commission. By 2004 the
Government had changed and the UPA
government had come in. The UPA also tried to
make changes in labour laws based on the
recommendations of the Second Labour
Commission. However, due to opposition to
this, the UPA Government sent the
recommendations for changes in labour laws to
a Joint Parliamentary Committee. The report of
this committee on some of the proposed
changes shows that 70% of the workers who
presently get the protection of labour laws will
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be denied such protection if the changes are
made.
In spite of this, within one week of
assuming office in 2014, the Modi
Government, in its first cabinet meeting
announced its decision to go ahead with the
changes in labour laws. This led to great
protest. Also, the Modi Government did not
have the requisite majority in the Rajya
Sabha to make such changes without the
consent of the Opposition. Due to this, it
played a fraud on the Constitution.
Our Constitution allows both Central and
State Government to make labour laws. If there
is conflict between laws made by both, then the
laws made by the Centre will prevail. However,
in the particular situation of a state, if a state law
is given the assent of the President, the state law
will prevail in that state.
The NDA and allied governments started
to make the changes in labour laws at the state
levels. Starting with states like Rajasthan and
then Haryana, MP, etc and even extending to
Maharashtra, Odisha, etc the NDA and its allied
governments made the changes at the state
level that they could not have made at the
Central level and the President of India
assented to the change.
But this was also not enough, the
corporates wanted that the changes must be
enacted into law centrally and must be
applicable all over India. Due to this, the
Modi-2 Government with its huge majority
bypassed all opposition and passed the first
labour code i.e. Code on Wages in the
Parliament on 8th August 2019. Finally,
seeing its chance on 23rd September 2020, in
the midst of Covid and when the whole of the
opposition was not present in Parliament,
the remaining three Codes were also passed
and thus the four labour codes were enacted
into law.
We aim not to analyse the codes in detail
like lawyers. What we want to do in this leaflet
is to point out the main points which will affect
the workers due to the new labour codes.

FIXED TERM CONTRACTS OF SERVICE
One of the most dangerous effects of
the new codes is the recognition of “fixedterm” as a tenure of service. Whereas earlier
there were only 5 types of employment –
permanent, temporary, casual, badli and
probationer – now a sixth has been added for
all workers all over India – “fixed term”.
Under this, if you are employed for a fixed
term (say one year or two years) then you will
not become permanent. You have to be paid
the same wages and benefits as permanent
workers but will have no protection against
retrenchment, lay-off, closure, arbitrary
discharge etc. If your term is complete,
there is no compulsion on the management
to take you back. This is one form of “hire
and fire”.
The term can be renewed for any
number of times. So a worker may spend his
whole working life only as a Fixed Term worker.
The upshot of this will be that the united
strength of the workers will be seriously
eroded. Fixed Term workers will be scared to
join unions. If they play leading roles, their
contracts would not be renewed

NEW DEFINITION OF “SETTLEMENT”
Under the existing law, an industrial
dispute (except for dismissal, discharge, etc)
must be collective. A dispute about, say, wages,
must be espoused by a Union or substantial
number of workers so that unity of workers is
maintained
against
the
management.
Therefore, a “settlement”, which settles a
dispute, is also only collective.
In the new Codes, the definition of
“settlement” has been amended. This
means that even an individual worker can
sign a settlement with the management
about wages, or holidays, or whatever.
Combined with fixed term contracts, this
will be a deadly combination. An employer
will be legally allowed to give fixed term
contracts and fix different settlements with
each fixed term worker.
This system has been tried and tested in
the newspaper industry. Most journalists have
today shifted to individual contracts and sign
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their own settlements. At first these were
lucrative but now many are wanting to get back
to the wage board awards. But their Unions
having been decimated in the process, there is
no collective voice or movement to push for
this.
This new definition will also undermine
the unions. Due to this, favourites of the
management will get better contracts and those
who fight for their rights will not only have to
accept worse contracts but will not even have
their contracts renewed and will have no rights
to fight this.

LAY-OFF, RETRENCHMENT AND CLOSURE
Since 1984 the employer cannot lay-off
or retrench any worker or close the
establishment, without the prior permission
of the Government, where the establishment
has over 100 workers. The workers also have
to be given a hearing by the Government.
Now the figure of 100 has been changed to
300 in the new Labour Codes. This means
that around 70% of the workers who were
getting the protection of this provision will
no more be eligible for it. It will be easier to
lay-off or retrench workers or to close an
establishment.
The Second Labour Commission had
recommended such measures but had also
recommended that at least the compensation
for lay-off, retrenchment or closure be
increased. This had also been done in the
earlier drafts of the Code. However, in the final
draft, even this has not been done.
Over 90% of the workforce can now be
laid-off or retrenched and all except a
minute minority of establishments (which
employ more than 300 workers) can be
closed without any permission required.
This is just more of “hire and fire”.

CONTRACT WORKERS
Another method of increasing “hire and
fire” is to engage contract workers. This means
that workers will have no rights against the real
employers but only against the so-called
contractors who are mostly sham and bogus.
Till today we can at least go to courts and say
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that the contractor was sham and bogus and
claim rights against the real employer if the
courts can be convinced by evidence that the
contractors were sham and bogus.
Now the definition of “contractor” has
been changed in the Codes. Today it means
any person who undertakes to provide a
given result other than a mere supply of
goods and services. The new Code adds that
“contractor” includes even “the mere
supply of human labour”. So now even a
“sham contractor” is a defined contractor
and workers have been made into objects of
trade. One can openly trade in human labour
which is just another form of slavery. “Hire
and fire” taken to its ultimate objective.
Again the definition of “employer” has
been changed. It now includes the
contractor. So the contract worker will have
two masters (employers) - the principal
employer and the contractor. This will mean
that the contract worker will have even more
trouble to enforce his rights. For example, the
responsibility for payment of PF is on the
“employer”. The principal employer and the
contractor may both shuttle the worker, one to
the other for his legitimate dues. If he has to
approach a Court, he will have to make both
parties and will have to fight both together.
Lastly even such meagre protection as
was granted to a contract worker under the
Contract Labour Act, 1971, will be lost to the
vast majority. Today this Act is applicable
wherever minimum 20 contract workers are
employed. Under the new Codes it will only
apply where minimum 50 contract workers
are employed. As it is, employers used to show
less than 20 workers by using dubious means
like showing only 19 workers under each
contractor and evading the licensing
provisions. Now it will become even easier to
exploit contract workers. One more step in the
journey of “hire and fire”.

CHANGE IN THE DEFINITION OF “INDUSTRY”
Most Industrial laws apply to “industry”.
Since the Industrial Disputes Act was enacted in
1947 the question has always crept up as to what
is “industry”. From the early 1950s the first case
was on Budge-Budge Municipality where the
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employers said a municipal corporation is not
industry. Five judges of the Supreme Court
rejected this argument. They held that a
Municipal Corporation was an industry. Then
came the case of a hospital – Safdarjung
Hospital. In 1970 six judges of the Supreme
Court held that Safdarjung Hospital was not an
industry.
However the controversy was finally
decided when a bench of 7 judges of the
Supreme Court gave a comprehensive
definition of industry in the Bangalore Water
Works case. This definition looks at “industry”
from the point of view of the worker. If the
workers are working mainly for a wage and not
for a cause then the undertaking has to be held
to be an industry in spite of the fact that it may
serve a sovereign purpose or a charitable
purpose etc. On the other hand if the workers
are, in the main, working for a cause, then the
undertaking is not an industry even if it is a
commercial venture. Again in 2005 a bench of 5
judges of the Supreme Court has said that the
decision in the Bangalore Water Works needs
to be revisited. However, this has never been
done.
Now, in the new Codes all
undertakings which have a ‘sovereign
function’ or which are owned or managed by
organisations which are substantially
engaged in a ‘charitable’, ‘social’ or
‘philanthropic’ service are removed from
the definition of “industry”. Due to this, all
Government servants and many others will
no more be covered by industrial laws. And
‘social’ and ‘philanthropic’ are such broad
terms that can potentially cover so many things
e.g., even hospitals run by Corporates like
Apollo Hospital.

ON UNORGANISED SECTOR WORKERS
In spite of the enactment of the
Unorganised Sector Worker Act in 2008, there
are really no rights for the unorganised sector
workers. This Act only says that Boards will be
formed at the Central, State and District levels
which will frame some welfare schemes for the
benefit of unorganised sector workers. There is
no real meaning in this as there is no provision
for garnering the funds for such schemes. There

THE TRUTH | Year 2 | Issue 8 | December 2021

is no compulsion to form any scheme and to
give any benefit whatsoever. If and when the
government feels like it can give such benefits
to such workers.
Again, Maharashtra had earlier made
laws like the Mathadi Workers Act and the
Security Guards Act. Under these Acts, boards
were formed and the employers were made to
pay the amounts required to get at least a
minimum wage for the mathadi workers and the
security guards. The Central Government
enacted the Building and Other Construction
Workers Act along similar lines in 1996. This
also required every person who undertook any
building activity to pay a cess for funding
schemes for the workers.
However, the Unorganised Sector
Workers Act makes no such provision. This was
a good opportunity to provide for collection of
funds for the provision of social security to the
unorganised sector workers. Since the
organised and unorganised sector were to be
clubbed for the purposes of social security, the
big employers of the organised sector could
have been tapped for the necessary funds. This
has sadly not been done in this Act.
There is a lot of hue and cry of how
even gig workers, contract workers and even
self-employed workers have been brought
under the purview of the Social Security
Code.
This
only
means
that
the
Governments income will increase as it will
collect money from millions more of
workers. However, there is no provision for
increasing the facilities. As it is, we know
what state the ESI hospitals are in. Now they
will have to cater to twice the number of
workers on the same funds. This is clearly a
fraud on the workers of the unorganised
sector.

SOCIAL SECURITY
This brings us to the provisions of social
security actually provided in the Social Security
Code. As it is, the rate of PF is being reduced
from 12 to 10%. This is said to increase the
take-home pay of the worker. In fact this
means that the worker will have less in his
PF. The extra amount that the worker will
take home will be reduced from his PF
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account. The employer will also reduce a
similar amount from the workers’ PF. By this
method thousands of crores will be
transferred from the pockets of the workers
into the pockets of the big corporates.
Thus, instead of taking further money
from the big corporates to provide benefit
schemes for the workers, this Government has
thought fit to take money from the workers for
the benefit of the big corporates. This same
logic will also apply to the provision for
allowing the worker to reduce his contribution
to PF which is now being touted in the news. All
this is being done at a time when life
expectancy has grown. The PF has to provide
for many more years of retired life. However,
the Government seeks to help corporates by
reducing their corporate burden and thereby
increase the burden of the elderly upon society
at large.

EFFECTS ON UNIONS AND RIGHT TO STRIKE
The obvious effect of “hire and fire” and
“outsourcing” as noted above is reduction of
strength of the unions. If all the workers are
denied job security and are kept away from
the benefits of permanency, then there will
obviously be very weak unions as it will be
very easy to victimise workers. They will
have no legal redress and this will leave
workers with no alternative but to resort to
extra-legal means to secure a decent
livelihood.
There are also some direct effects on
unions and unionisation in the new codes.
Where earlier a union’s registration could be
cancelled only for violation of a provision of
the Trade Unions Act, the new Codes make
violation of any provision of the IR Code
(which includes provisions of the ID Act,
Standing Orders, etc) liable to punishment
by deregistration. This will mean that a
union could also be deregistered for, say,
going on an illegal strike.
The new labour codes attempt to make
legal organizing of strikes more difficult,
and try to snatch a fundamental right of
workers in the process of collective
bargaining. Earlier only industries under
‘public utility services’ (the essential
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services like hospitals, railways etc) were to
give a 14-day notice before organizing a
strike. Now it has been made mandatory for
all workers, with a validity of 2 months. If
meetings for settlement start after the
submission of strike notice, then any strike
during the negotiation or settlement process
will be illegal.
All in all the whole aim of the new codes
is clearly to allow the employers to “hire and
fire”, to allow them to “outsource” without any
restrictions and to allow them to use workers as
slaves. Unions will be crushed and workers will
be reduced to penury.

ENDNOTE
Through the new labour codes, the ruling
class has attempted to snatch away the hardearned rights of the working class acquired
through extensive struggles and push it back a
hundred years. This is the most vicious planned
attack on the working class in India since 1947.
Over past several decades in India and the
world, the class unity of workers and their
struggles has diminished. Changes in the mode
of production divided the working class into
different categories within itself. Today the
ruling class has become even more aggressive
due to 'socialist' countries following the path of
capitalism and the dominance of compromising
and capitalist tendencies over revolutionary
tendencies in the working class movement in
the country and across the world. The effect of
the deepening crisis of world-capitalism in the
era of neoliberalism gets reflected in the
increasing ferocity of their attacks. The working
class must look at these new labour codes in this
perspective and background.
The process of implementation of new
labour codes in India has emerged as a part of
a larger process of fascist attacks on the
working class, directly backed by the big
Indian and foreign capital. The established
Central Trade Unions, owing to their
weaknesses, compromising attitude and
ritualism in the name of ‘struggle’, fail to lead a
continuous, militant and decisive struggle of
the working class across the country against
these new codes. The country's farmers have

55

shown us how a militant struggle for the past
one year against the pro-corporate three
Farm Laws, can force the government run by
corporate-fascist forces to withdraw those
laws and submit to the demands of the
struggling farmers. This farmers struggle and
its success against the anti-farmer reforms have
inspired the toiling masses of the country that
militant mass movements have the capacity to
take on the ruling class and their anti-people
agenda. Such a countrywide struggle by
workers against the new labour codes has not
yet arisen. But in the recent past, we have seen
numerous militant struggles of workers across
the country and that give us immense hope. The
militant struggle of workers in hundreds of
factories
like
Maruti-Honda-Pricol-Allied
Nippon etc., of garment workers in Bangalore,
tea garden workers in Kerala, various sectorwide struggles including ordnance-mines, the
struggle of ASHA-Anganwadi workers in the
unorganized sector, platform and gig workers
etc. have been going on. The scope of these
struggles was local or sectoral, but the content
of a militant and decisive struggle against
neoliberal policies is definitely visible in them.

MAO TSE-TUNG
128TH BIRTHDAY OF THE
GREAT REVOLUTIONARY

It has become imperative today to direct
the struggle against the new labour codes
towards a continuous, militant and decisive
struggle; a struggle which the working class
must transform into the one that overthrows this
oppressive system based on its exploitation.
The working class has nothing to lose but its
chains. It has the whole world to win!

26th Dec 1893 – 9th Sep 1976

The booklet being released at the Karnataka State
Convention of MASA; Bangalore, 19th Dec 2021
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“We Communists are like seeds
and the people are like the soil.
Wherever we go, we must unite
with the people, take root and
blossom among them.”
56

JOSEPH STALIN
REMEMBERING THE GREAT LEADER OF THE WORKERS’ STATE OF SOVIET UNION AND
ONE OF THE GREATEST LEADERS AND TEACHERS OF THE WORLD PROLETARIAT ON
HIS 142ND BIRTHDAY
“It is difficult for me to imagine what "personal liberty" is enjoyed by an unemployed person,
who goes about hungry, and cannot find employment. Real liberty can exist only where
exploitation has been abolished, where there is no oppression of some by others, where there is
no unemployment and poverty, where a man is not haunted by the fear of being tomorrow
deprived of work, of home and of bread. Only in such a society is real, and not paper, personal
and every other liberty possible.”

21ST DEC 1879 – 5TH MARCH 1953

Source:
Politsturm // International
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

KAMO: A STORY OF STALIN’S STUDENT AND
ARMENIAN REVOLUTIONARY
POLITSTURM
Simon Arshakovich Ter-Petrosyan was born
on May 27, 1882 in Gori. The future
revolutionary was born
in a merchant family.
As Kamo wrote, the
father,
Arshak
TerPetrosov, was a petty
tyrant, so there was
anger and hatred in the
family. Despite the fact
that parents and elders
are treated with respect
in the Caucasus, Simon
was ashamed of his
father. Comparing his
parent
and
Joseph
Stalin‘s father, Vissarion
Dzhugashvili,
Kamo
afterwards wrote:
“Vissarion
Dzhugashvili
tyrannized only his
family, but my father
also mocked his employees.”

From the age of 7 he studied at the Armenian
school, and at the age of 11 he moved to the
Gori City School. In 1898, he was expelled for
bad behavior in the lessons of Divine Law.
“As a child, when you see the injustice
happening around you, you involuntarily
become religious. I was a very religious boy
and even sang in the church choir… Then
everything changed, I became a materialist,
without even realizing it myself. I began to ask
questions in the lessons of Divine Law, which
made the teachers furious. In the end, because
of these questions, I was expelled from the
school…”

After being expelled from the city school,
Simon went to Tiflis to visit his aunt, Elizabeth
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Bakhchieva, in order to prepare for a one-year
volunteer. At the same time, he broke up with
his father.
In Tiflis, his aunt hired a
tutor in Russian for Kano,
who
was
a
fellow
countryman of Simon –
Joseph
Dzhugashvili.
Besides,
Joseph
conducted conversations
with his student, during
which he explained the
basics of Marxism and
read Marxist literature.
Over time, Simon began
to attend Marxist circles
and
perform
various
courier
and
organizational
assignments. “More than
once, from people who
seemed smart, I have
heard that circles are
“useless”, “boring” or “stupid” activities.
Rather than explaining a dozen workers, it is
better to write an article in a newspaper —
thousands will read it. People forgot the
obvious, that the majority of workers are
illiterate, and that Marxism must be taught, it
must be explained.” – said Kamo.
In 1901 Simon Ter-Petrosyan joined the RSDLP,
around this time he received his well-known
party nickname “Kamo”. Once, when Stalin
was giving an assignment, Simon asked him
again and said “Kamo” instead of “For Whom?”,
and this name stuck for him. Kamo liked the
nickname, in his opinion, it was international.
In 1903, he joined the Union Caucasian
Committee of the RSDLP. Kamo became known
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as the organizer of underground printing
houses, “expropriations”, the delivery of
propaganda literature and weapons from
abroad, in which Boris Stomonyakov helped
him. He actively participated in sending
delegates to the Second Congress of the RSDLP.
In 1905, Kamo came to Tiflis. In December
during the uprising, he was wounded, beaten
and arrested. An active participant in the 1905
revolution, after spending two and a half months
in prison and changing his last name with the
poet Sandro Shanshiashvili, he managed to
escape.

“– What can I say? They grope me, hit me on
the legs, tickle me, well and things like that…
is it possible to feel the soul with your hands?
One made me look in the mirror; I’m looking:
it was not my face in the mirror, but someone
thin, with grown hair, wild eyes, and shaggy
head — ugly! It was even scary. Bared his
teeth. I thought about myself: “What if I really
went crazy?” A very scary moment! I
guessed it and spat in the mirror. They both
looked at each other like crooks, you know. I
think: they liked it — the person forgot
himself!
After a pause, he continued in a lower voice:
— I thought a lot: will I survive or will I really
go crazy? That was not good. I didn’t believe
myself, you know? Like hanging over a cliff.
And I don’t see what I’m holding on to…” —
from the conversation of Maxim Gorky and
Kamo.

4 years after his arrest, Simon Arshakovich
escaped from the Mikhailovsky Hospital.

Stalin in 1910s, in his thirties.

On July 13, 1907, the world-famous Tiflis Bank
Robbery took place. The head of the operation
was Kamo. In total, it was possible to
expropriate 341,000 rubles, which is about 3.4
million dollars at the exchange rate of 2008.
However, most of the bills were large, and their
numbers were recorded not only in all banks of
the Russian Empire, but also in some European
ones.
In October 1907, Simon Arshakovich was
arrested in Berlin — he was handed over by the
provocateur Yakov Zhitomirskij. Knowing that it
was easier to escape from the hospital, Kamo
feigned madness. He was examined by German
and Russian doctors, but Kamo acted so
masterfully that the doctors considered him
terminally ill.
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He died under tragic circumstances. On July 13,
1922 at 11 pm, Kamo was riding a bicycle in
Tiflis, where he was hit by an oncoming truck.
With a severe traumatic brain injury, in an
unconscious state, he was taken by the truck
driver himself to the nearest Mikhailovsky
hospital, where he died a few hours later on July
14, 1922. “The blow was so strong,” the Tiflis
newspaper wrote, ” that Comrade Kamo was
thrown to the side, and, hitting his head on a
sidewalk slab, he lost consciousness… In the
hospital, without recovering, he died.”
Simon Arshakovich Ter-Petrosyan (Kamo):
“You, descendants, should know that all of
us, the Bolshevik revolutionaries, were the
most ordinary people, and not some heroes
descended from heaven. There was only
one thing that distinguishes us from the
others. Each of us at some point in his life
made a choice – he decided to fight not for
his own personal interests, but for the
happiness of all the oppressed. We are the
most ordinary people, only we do not live
for ourselves, but for others. This is our
difference and this is our strength.”
Sources: Simon Ter-Petrosyan, “Stalin – My Friend
and Mentor”; Maxim Gorky, “Kamo”.
Source: Politsturm USA (03.11.2021)
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

THE POLITICAL LIFE AND CINEMA OF
COMRADE CHARLIE CHAPLIN
VIJAY PRASHAD
In September 1952, Charlie Chaplin (18891977) looked back at New York on board the
Queen Elizabeth. He was bound for Europe, to
introduce the continent to his latest
film Mousieur Verdoux. On the ship, Chaplin
learned that the US government would only let
him return to the US – where he had lived for the
past three decades – if he subjected himself to
an immigration and naturalisation inquiry into
his moral and political character. “Goodbye,”
Chaplin said from the deck of the ship. He
refused to submit to the inquiry. He would not
return to the US until 1972, when the Academy
of Motion Pictures gave him an Oscar for
Lifetime Achievement.
Why did the US government exile Chaplin? The
Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) – the
country’s political police – investigated Chaplin
from 1922 onwards for his alleged ties to the
Communist Party of the United States (CPUSA).
Chaplin’s file – 1,900 pages long – is filled with
innuendo and slander, as agents exhausted
themselves talking to his co-workers and
adversaries to find any hint of communist
association. They found none. In December
1949, for instance, the agent in Los Angeles
wrote, “No witnesses available to testify
affirmatively that Chaplin has been member CP
in past, that he is now a member or that he has
contributed funds to CP.”
Beside the charge that he was a communist,
Chaplin faced the accusation that he was ‘an
unsavoury character’ who violated the Mann
Act – the White Slave Traffic Act of 1910.
Chaplin had paid for the travel of Joan Barry –
his girlfriend – across state lines. Chaplin was
found not guilt of these charges in 1944. It has
subsequently been shown in a number of
memoirs and studies that Chaplin was cruel to
his many wives (many of them teenagers) and
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CHARLIE CHAPLIN
44TH MEMORIAL DAY OF THE
GREAT ACTOR AND FILMMAKER

16th April 1889 – 25th Dec 1977
“Let us all unite. Let us fight for a new world, a
decent world that will give men a chance to work,
that will give youth a future and old age a
security. By the promise of these things, brutes
have risen to power. But they lie! They do not
fulfill that promise. They never will! Dictators free
themselves but they enslave the people. Now let
us fight to fulfill that promise. Let us fight to free
the world! To do away with national barriers! To
do away with greed, with hate and intolerance! Let
us fight for a world of reason, a world where
science and progress will lead to all men's
happiness.”
(Chaplin’s The Great Dictator, 1940)
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ruthless in his relations with women (Peter
Ackroyd’s 2014 book has the details). In 1943,
Chaplin married the playwright Eugene
O’Neill’s daughter – Oona. She was 18. Chaplin
was 54. They would have eight children. Oona
Chaplin left the US with her husband and was
with him when he died in 1977. There was much
about Chaplin’s life that was creepy –
particularly the way he preyed on young girls
(his second wife – Lita Grey – was 15 when they
had an affair and then married; he was then 35).
FBI director J. Edgar Hoover had considerable
evidence to sift through here, but none of it was
found to be sufficient to deport Chaplin.
What was the smoke that got into Hoover’s nose
from the fire of Chaplin’s politics? From 1920
onwards, it was clear that Chaplin had
sympathies for the Left. That year, Chaplin sat
with Buster Keaton – the famous silent film actor
– to drink a beer in Keaton’s kitchen in Los
Angeles. Chaplin was at the height of his
success. With Douglas Fairbanks, Mary
Pickford and D.W. Griffith, Chaplin created
United Artists, a company that broke with the
studio system to give these four actors and
directors control over their work. Chaplin was
then working on The Kid (1921), one of his finest
films and based almost certainly on his
childhood. Keaton recounted that Chaplin
talked “about something called communism
which he just heard about”. “Communism,”
Chaplin told him, according to Keaton, “was
going to change everything, abolish poverty.”
Chaplin banged on the table and said, “What I
want is that every child should have enough to
eat, shoes on his feet and a roof over his head”.
Keaton’s response is casually insincere, “But
Charlie, do you know anyone who doesn’t want
that?”
Chaplin came to the US just after the Russian
Revolution. He saw the growing lines of
unemployment and distress in the US – an
unemployed population that grew from 950,000
(1919) to five million (1921). This was a time of
great class struggle – the Palmer Raids
conducted by the government against the
communists, on the one side, and the general
strike in Seattle as well as the Battle of Blair
Mountain by the mineworkers of Logan County,
West Virginia, on the other side.
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Chaplin’s silent films were anchored by the
figure of the Tramp, the iconic poor man in a
modern capitalist society. “I am like a man who
is ever haunted by a spirit, the spirit of poverty,
the spirit of privation,” Chaplin said. That is
precisely what one sees in his films – from The
Tramp (1915) to Modern Times (1936). “The
whole point of the Little Fellow,” Chaplin said in
1925 of the tramp figure, “is that no matter how
down on his ass he is, no matter how well the
jackals succeed in tearing him apart, he’s still a
man of dignity.” The working class, the working
poor, are people of great resourcefulness and
dignity – not beaten down, not to be mocked.
Chaplin’s sympathy for the working class
defines all his most famous silent films.
It was Chaplin’s popularity and his message that
disturbed the FBI. “There are men and women
in far corners of the world who never have
heard of Jesus Christ; yet they know and love
Charlie Chaplin,” noted an article that an FBI
agent clipped and highlighted in Chaplin’s file.
Chaplin’s
plainly-depicted
criticism
of
capitalism did not fail to impress the world’s
peoples nor disturb the FBI. “I don’t want the
old rugged individualism,” Chaplin said in
November 1942, “rugged for the few and
ragged for the many.”
The great limitation in his films is the depiction
of women. They are always damsels in distress
or rich women who are desired by poor men.
There are few ‘women of dignity’, women who
– at that time – were in pitched battles for their
own rights. In fact, many silent films in both the
UK and the US disparaged the Suffragette
movement of their time – from A Day in the Life
of a Suffragette (1908) to A Busy Day (1914,
which
was
originally
titled A
Militant
Suffragette). In this latter film, only six minutes
long, Chaplin plays a suffragette who is boorish
and then dies by drowning.
The film was released the same year as Sylvia
Pankhurst (1882-1960) founded the East London
Federation of Suffragettes to unite suffragette
politics with socialism. Pankhurst, unlike
Chaplin, would join the Communist Party and –
in 1920 – would author A Constitution for British
Soviets. She would leave the Communist Party,
but remained a devoted communist and antifascist for the rest of her life. If only Chaplin’s
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sexism had not blocked him from celebrating
his contemporaries such as Pankhurst, Joan
Beauchamp (another Suffragette and founder of
the British Communist Party) as well as her
sister Kay Beauchamp (co-founder of The Daily
Worker, now Morning Star) and Fanny Deakin.
What drew Chaplin directly into the orbit of
institutional left-wing politics was the rise of
fascism. He was greatly troubled by the Nazi
sweep across Europe. Chaplin’s film The Great
Dictator (1940) was his satire of fascism – a film
that should be watched by all in our times.
Two years after that film was out, Chaplin flew
to New York City to be the main speaker at a
Communist-backed Artists Front to Win the War
event. Chaplin took the stage at Carnegie Hall
on 16 October 1942, addressed the crowd as
‘comrades’ and said that Communists are
“ordinary people like ourselves who love
beauty, who love life”. Then, Chaplin offered
his clearest statement on communism – “They
say communism may spread out all over the
world. And I say – so what?” (Daily Worker,
October 19, 1942). In December 1942, Chaplin
said, “I am not a Communist, but I am proud to
say that I feel pretty pro-Communist”.
Chaplin was impressed by the principled and
unyielding stand taken by the communists
against fascism – whether during the Spanish
Civil War or in the Eastern Front against the
Nazi invasion of the USSR. In 1943, Chaplin
called the USSR “a brave new world” that gave
“hope and aspiration to the common man”. He
hoped that the USSR would “grow more
glorious year by year. Now that the agony of
birth is at an end, may the beauty of its growth
endure forever”. When asked a decade later
why he was so vocal about his support for the
USSR – including with appearances at the
communist fronts such as the National Council
for American-Soviet Friendship and the Russian
War Relief – Chaplin said, “during the war I
sympathised much with Russia because I
believe that she was holding the front”. This
sympathy remained through the remainder of
his life.
Chaplin had not calculated the toxicity of the
Cold War era in the US. In 1947, he told
reporters, “These days if you step off the curb
with your left foot, they accuse you being a
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communist”. Chaplin did not back off from his
beliefs or betrayed his friends. At that same
press conference he was asked if he knew the
Austrian musician Hanns Eisler, who was a
communist and who wrote the music for many of
Bertolt Brecht’s plays. He had fled Nazi
Germany for the US to work in Hollywood.
Eisler had composed songs for the Communist
Party (he would write music for the anthem of
the
German
Democratic
Republic
– Auferstanden Aus Ruinen). Chaplin came to
his defence. When asked about his association
with Eisler at that 1947 press conference,
Chaplin said that Eisler “is a personal friend
and I am proud of the fact…I don’t know
whether he is a communist or not. I know he is a
fine artist and a great musician and a very
sympathetic friend”. When asked directly if it
would make any difference to Chaplin if Eisler
was a communist, he said, “No it wouldn’t”. It
took a lot of courage to defend Eisler, who
would be deported from the US a few months
later.
When Chaplin died in Switzerland in December
1977, he was mourned far and wide. In Calcutta,
where a Left Front government had only just
come to power in a landslide in June, artists and
political activists gathered the next day to
mourn him. The main speaker at the memorial
service was the Bengali film director Mrinal
Sen. In 1953, Sen had written a book on Chaplin
– illustrated by Satyajit Ray.
Neither Sen nor Ray had made any of their
iconic films as yet (both released their first films
in 1955, Ray’s Pather Panchali and Sen’s Raat
Bhore). “Without a moral justification,” Sen said
at the memorial meeting, “cinema is ridiculous,
is atrocious, is an outrage. It is a social activity.
It is man’s creation.” The gap between art and
politics should not be too wide, Sen warned. He
was thinking of Chaplin’s films, but also of his
own. At that time, Sen was working on Ek Din
Pratidin (One Day, Everyday), a superb film that
chronicles the possibilities of women’s
emancipation. Here Sen went far beyond
Chaplin. His communism included women.
[The Author is Chief Editor of LeftWord Books. This
article was originally published in The Wire on
29.07.2017]
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

ON COMMUNISM
PERIYAR E. V. RAMASAMY

PERIYAR E.V.R.
48TH MEMORIAL DAY OF
THE ANTI-CASTE WARRIOR

What should be done, if everyone is to have enough
food?
If none consumes more than what is needed, then,
there will be enough food for all.
All factories and their management should be
Governmental, like the administration of the posts,
the Telegraphs, the Railways and the public works.
Not a single capitalist should exist in the country. No
single individual should be our master.
The principle of communism should come into force
in the present day world if people are to live in
peace and contentment, free from worries and
difficulties and from being deceived by each other.
In this there is no place for luck. But our efforts
should not bring about the least of personal
suffering and desolation to the common folk.
Though my aim is to demand economic equality, I
believe that coveting other people's properties is an
act that is worse than economic inequality.
Therefore, it is the Government that should divide
equitably by Law.
A single person should not have a vast, accumulated
possession of land. A time will come when land will
be distributed equally to all. If we cannot bring
about the time soon, we should remain as pathfinders in this.
If a condition free from tensions and discriminations
is to be established, a pattern of socialism for all
alike should be created. To bring this about, the
right to property should be abolished and property
should be held in common.
Capitalism should be destroyed at the roots, if the
cares and worries of the workers are to be put an
end to.
The final aims of communism is to usher in a world
order in which the whole world is one family; al its
peoples are kith and kin; and all the world's wealth,
its joys, comforts and pleasures belong to that family
whose members have an equal share in the
property.
Source: roundtableindia.co.in
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17th Sep 1879 – 24th Dec 1973
Periyar E V Ramasamy, a socialpolitical activist, is well-known for
starting the Self-Respect Movement
and as 'Father of the Dravidian
Movement'. He founded the Dravidar
Kazhagam (earlier, Justice Party) in
1944. His work against the caste and
gender inequality was ahead of his
time based on which he not only
continuously voiced his protests
against child marriage, Brahmanical
oppression, dowry system, and
superstition, but also stood for selfrespect, equality among men and
women, rational thinking among other
ideas. Periyar’s philosophy on the
question of religion, caste and women
have assumed great importance in the
era of rampant sexism and
communalism being propagated by the
present fascistic regime.
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ACTIVITIES

JOIN MARTYRS’ RALLY AND CONVENTION ON 29-30 DEC IN
PATNA ON 12TH MARTYRDOM DAY OF THE REVOLUTIONARY
WORKING-CLASS LEADER, COMRADE SUNIL PAL
TH

COMRADES!
Every year, on the martyrdom day of
Comrade Sunil Pal which falls on the 29th of
December,
we
organize a rally
and
meeting
commemorating
all the martyrs of
our party and the
historic sacrifices
that they made.
Comrade
Pal,
who worked in
the BardhamanAsansol
Shilpanchal
Industrial Region,
had
been
involved
in
creating a militant
and revolutionary
labour movement
right from his
college
days.
Soon he emerged
as the famous
militant
trade
union leader of
Bengal.
Within few
years of entering
into his college
life in Durgapur
(Paschim
Bardhaman Distt.,
WB), he had soon
decided
to
become
a
professional
revolutionary. He was fourth among his five
brothers and three sisters and lived his
childhood days in his village at Kendra which
was once considered the den of Naxalite
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movement. His family was of poor-lower middle
peasant status. It was towards the end of
seventies and beginning of eighties when he
threw himself in the revolutionary movement.
He
never
looked
back
since then.
In those times,
white terror of
the
CPM-led
Left
Front
government
was
all
pervasive
in
Bengal.
The
Communist
revolutionaries
were often their
target.
Comrade Sunil
Pal, too, faced
fatal
attacks
several times
under
this
regime while
organising coal
and
other
workers.
On
one occasion,
he was even
thrown on a
heap of coal on
the
presumption
that he had died
after an attack.
Our union offices and comrades were too often
attacked with explosives and in such sequence
of events many of our frontline working-class
activists (like Baleshwar Bhuiyan, Gour Gadi,
Mahadev Aankudia and others) were martyred.
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Only some years before Comrade Pal’s
martyrdom, his elder brother Ganesh Pal, also
a revolutionary activist and leader, was
martyred by CPM goons.
Finally, the conspiracy to kill Comrade
Pal also turned out to be successful on 29th
December 2009, when he was of 51 years.
Twelve years ago, half a dozen hired goons,
who had been called from outside Bengal,
barged into the newly built IFTU Central Office
in Haripur in the twilight of evening (while a
premeditated power cut was done in that entire
area) armed with automatic sten guns. Dozens
of bullets were ruthlessly fired into his body
resulting in his immediate death. Top CPM and
prime local leaders were involved in plotting
and execution of the attack. Undoubtedly, their
intention was to destroy our organization, but as
everyone is aware, in the very next election, the
Left Front itself was voted out of power by the
people of Bengal while our party remains
admired and active and continues to thrive in
the hearts of people.
Today, the TMC goons not only wage
attacks on the rights of the working class but
also simultaneously pressurize our individual
party leaders to leave the party. It also
unabashedly conducts conspiratorial attacks.
But even then, presently in the most crucial and
dire conditions where the entire political space
of Bengal has been seized and divided by the
semi-fascist TMC and the fascist BJP among
themselves, we continue to maintain and carry
forward the tradition of revolutionary struggle.
Comrades! For ten years since his
martyrdom, uptil 2019, we organised and
observed Comrade Pal's Memorial Day at
Haripur (Raniganj), the place of his martyrdom.
However in the year 2020, the Party's Central
Committee decided to organize it in other states
in a different format. It is under this format that
we observed it in Patna last year. It is now for
the second time that Patna will host this
occasion and organise a Rally and hold a
Public Mass Meeting on 29th Dec as well as a
Central Convention on 30th Dec on the most
burning topic of nationwide significance that
will culminate in the passing of a Resolution or
Paper on the given subject. The topic this year
is also related, like the previous year, to
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Farmers' Movement i.e. "Repeal of Farm
Laws, MSP Guarantee Law, and the Question
of Emancipation of Farmers.” We shall be
presenting the Approach Paper on this
subject and send it to our fraternal delegates
in advance. We will also naturally like it to be
passed towards the end after incorporating the
suggestions made during the Convention. The
format is a little changed as compared to even
the past year when we held the rally and
convention on the same day. Last year, the
Convention’s topic was "Working Class and the
Emancipation of Farmers" and the Approach
paper on it (attached with this invitation) was
passed by the delegates present.
Comrades! The pro-corporate three
Farm Laws have been rolled back and from
this perspective, the historic Farmers’
Movement has definitely registered a great
victory over the fascist government. It has
shown that the people, and not the
Parliament, are supreme and any institution
or law matters only until the ''people''
accepts it. This is the essence and core of
true and consistent democracy (which is,
however, not possible to be realised under
capitalism) that has been re-established by
the Farmers Movement while making
sacrifices of more than 700 precious peasant
lives. The Farmers’ Movement has once
again and convincingly shown that if the
people rise to revolt, then none, not even the
most dreaded dictators, can stand in front of
them. The slogan that “people taught a
lesson to Hitler, and they will teach the same
lesson to Modi", which resonates among the
anti-fascist masses, was truly realised by the
Farmers' Movement on the ground in the
most convincing manner i.e. in a manner
that truly brought forth an unprecedented
infusion of confidence and enthusiasm in the
entire struggling masses of the country. It is
also absolutely true that the Movement
emerged as the single largest, most
powerful, acceptable and successful front
against the fascists. In its first phase itself, it
not only dusted off the arrogant fascist
government, but also completely crushed
Modi's arrogance!
But friends, matters do not end here.
History will not stop here. This is not its last
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court. After the withdrawal of Farm Laws, there
remain other core demands and questions (the
most important of which is the demand for legal
guarantee on MSP), upon which the Samyukta
Kisan Morcha has definitely hesitated to take
further steps (at least for the time being), if not
backtracked. The underlying concrete reasons
behind this will have to be discussed. This
Convention is geared towards providing a
platform for inviting serious debate and
discussion over the issue under question. While
our Approach Paper will be laying down in
detail what has been stated above, we shall be
incorporating the suggestions from all quarters
after analysing them with an open mind.

ways, does the working class also have
something precious to teach the Farmers’
Movement? We hope it must be adequately
addressed. Hence, comrades, come and
participate in the debate and comradely
intensify the political-ideological debate with
scientific rigour and adequate enthusiasm
aimed at establishing a strong and truly Leninist
worker-peasant revolutionary alliance in the
context of the concrete conditions as existing in
our country.

Friends! We will also be seriously
pondering over in what sense and manner the
demand for legal guarantee of MSP is important
or not important. Similarly, we shall also go into
serious
examination
of
the
historical
significance and limit of this victory over the
Farm Laws, especially in the backdrop of an
ever-increasing
monopolisation
by
the
corporate (big) capital. As a matter of fact, the
farmers' organizations themselves have
claimed that they do not trust either the
government or the State over fulfillment of their
already won demands and have said that they
would come again for rebuilding up Morchas in
Delhi, if needed. In short, even in the eyes of the
farmers, the movement is not yet over. It is then
sufficiently clear that there is a strong
possibility of the Farmers' Movement again
surging forward in near future. Therefore,
rigorous discussions and debates over its future
roadmap naturally become urgent and
necessary. On 15th January 2022, the Samyukta
Kisan Morcha is also going to hold a meeting in
order to take stock of the new situations
(between itself and Modi government) which
would emerge in the meantime and to make
further strategies to that effect. This in itself is a
picture of the potential situation we have been
talking about so far, which is indicative of the
fact the Farmers’ Movement will keep
occupying an important place among major
political issues existing in the country.

(Contact: 9434577334, 9199748982,
9582265711)

Comrades, today the question before us
is: While it is true that the Farmers'
Movement has infused courage within the
working class and has taught it in many
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With revolutionary regards,
PRC, CPI (ML) | IFTU (Sarwahara)

Released jointly by Comrade Kanhai Baranwal,
Central Committee Member from IFTU(S)
Central Office, Haripur, (Raniganj, Paschim
Bardhaman, W. Bengal).

DETAILS OF THE PROGRAMME
Place: Patna, Bihar
RALLY
29th

Date & Time:
December 2021, 10:30 AM

Assembly Venue: Opposite Buddha
Memorial Park, Near Patna Junction
Mass Meeting Venue: Opposite
Gardanibagh Stadium (Road No. 1)
CONVENTION
Date & Time:
30th December 2021, 10 AM to 6 PM
Venue: IMA Hall, Gandhi Maidan
Topic:

Repeal of Farm Laws, MSP
Guarantee Law, and the Question
of Emancipation of Farmers.
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ACTIVITIES

CENTRAL TRADE UNIONS CALL FOR TWO-DAY
NATIONWIDE STRIKE ON 23-24 FEB 2022
PTI
A joint platform of central trade unions has given
a call for a nationwide general strike on February
23 and 24 during the Budget Session of
Parliament.
"The Joint Platform of Central Trade Unions and
Independent sectoral All India Federations and
Associations met in Delhi on 3rd December 2021,
and finalised the dates for the countrywide 2-days'
general strike on 23-24 February 2021 during the
budget session of Parliament as announced by the
National Convention of Workers held on 11th
November 2021 at New Delhi, against the antipeople, anti-worker and anti-national destructive
policies of the BJP Government at the centre," a
joint statement said.
The main slogan of the strike will be 'Save the
people and save the Nation', it added.
The central trade unions—INTUC, AITUC, HMS,
CITU, AIUTUC, TUCC, SEWA, AICCTU, LPF and
UTUC—are part of this joint forum.
It was decided to hold joint preparatory public
meetings in coordination with the Samyukta Kisan
Morcha (SKM) leadership, especially in the states
that are to going to polls at the beginning of 2022,
to strengthen the call of Mission UP', 'Mission
Uttarakhand' given by the SKM, the statement
said.
The joint platform of trade unions and federations
reiterated its continued proactive support to the
programmes and struggles by the SKM, following
the repeal of the Farm Laws.
The state units of the joint platform of central trade
unions and independent sectoral federations will
carry out intensive campaigns jointly through
various forms -- such as state conventions, human
chains,
torchlight
processions,
signature
campaigns, sectoral and area-based joint
campaign, among others, the statement said.

on December 16-17, 2021, by the United Forum of
Bank Unions and the strike decision by Electricity
Employees' joint forum on February 1, 2021,
against privatisation move and retrograde
legislative move in that direction, it added.
"Our United Struggle is not only to save the rights
and lives/livelihood of people but also save the
country's economy and the entire democratic
system and the society as a whole from disaster
and destruction being engineered by the
authoritarian forces in governance with the active
support of private corporate, both domestic and
foreign and decisively defeat the disastrous
policy regime and their political operators in
governance," it stated.
The farmers' movement has snatched a historic
victory by forcing the government to repeal the
three farm laws, the forum added.
"We have to demand from all political parties of
the nation to incorporate 'protection of the right to
work, a living wage, free quality health-care and
education-facility to all citizens and all legitimate
constitutional rights' as a firm commitment in their
political manifestos for the coming assembly
elections in 2022 and the elections scheduled for
2024," it stated.
The trade unions' demands include scrapping the
Labour Codes; Accept a 6-point charter of
demands of the SKM post repeal of farm laws, no
to privatisation in any form and scrapping the
NMP (National Monetisation Pipeline).
The other demands are regularisation of contract
workers, scheme workers and equal pay for equal
work for all cancellation of NPS and restoration of
old pension; a substantial increase in minimum
pension under Employees' Pension Scheme.
06.12.2021

The joint platform also welcomes and supports the
decision of two days countrywide strike in banks
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ACTIVITIES

150 YEARS OF THE PARIS COMMUNE

(1871-2021)

'Paris Commune Celebration Organizing Committee', comprising various
revolutionary orgs in Bihar, celebrated 150 years of the first workers’ state i.e. Paris
Commune, at IMA Hall in Patna on 28th November 2021.
Topic: Lessons of Paris Commune and Challenges Facing the Working Class in India
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ACTIVITIES

LABOUR CODES WORKSHOP BY MASA
Mazdoor Adhikar Sangharsh Abhiyan (MASA) organized a two-day workshop in Bangalore,
Karnataka on 17-18th Dec 2021 which reasserted that the four labour codes are only going to
snatch away workers’ rights and put them under even greater bondage. The codes make the
intricate linkage between the Modi government and the capitalists-imperialists
unambiguously clear.
The two-day labour workshop organized by
Mazdoor Adhikar Sangharsh Abhiyan (MASA)
on 17th and 18th December was successfully
concluded with resolute opposition to the antiworker
labour
codes
as
well
as
privatization/corporatisation.
MASA's workshop began at Indian Social
Institute’s Auditorium (Bangalore) with a
pledge to carry forward the collective legacy of
sacrifices made by the immortal martyrs of
Kakori, Rajendra Lahiri (December 17) and Ram
Prasad Bismil, Ashfaqullah Khan and Roshan
Singh (December 19). Along with this, a twominute silence was observed commemorating
the workers and struggling masses who lost
their lives in the course of farmers' movement,
COVID-19 and at various factories-workplaces.

ANTI-WORKER LABOUR CODES
On the first day of the workshop, there was a
detailed discussion on the four labour codes
created after the abolishing the 44 labour laws.

CODE ON INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS
Comrade Amrish Patel elaborately discussed
about
the
various
aspects of the Code on
Industrial
Relations.
He said that the labour
Code
abolished
numerous important
labour laws such as the
Standing Order Act
1946,
Industrial
Disputes Act 1947 and
Trade Union Act 1926.
The Code entails a
huge attack upon the
permanent jobs of the
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workers. It has changed the definition of
‘worker’. The factory owners have been given
extensive rights over the working class. In the
name of fixed-term employment, the owners
have been offered a free hand to hire and fire
the workers. Retrenchment, closure and layoff
have been made easy for the owners. Various
restrictions have been imposed upon the
labourers raising industrial disputes.
He explained how the framework of labour
Department has been largely weakened and
even a provision abolishing the labour Courts
has been brought into the code. An Industrial
Tribunal has instead been created which will be
under sufficient control of the administration.
Various restrictions have been imposed upon
raising of collective disputes. Instead, each
individual worker has been given the freedom
to settle his dispute with the management. This
entails a direct attack upon the power of
collective bargaining.
Stringent restrictions have been placed on the
right to strike and form trade unions. The code
counts the absence of more than 50 per cent
workers on any one day as a strike. The
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provisions which allowed criminal cases to be
levelled against the employers have been
removed while at the same time, various
provisions have been incorporated for
prosecuting workers and union leaders. The
pre-existing procedure for fixation of salary has
also been drastically changed.

this was nothing short of illusion or false
narrative that was being continuously built. He
told that the code instead snatched away the
earlier legally guaranteed social security
benefits of the workers like Provident Fund,
Employee State Insurance, Gratuity, Maternity
etc.
As per the new code, the owner could be freed
from providing even basic facilities as well as
his legal obligations after obtaining the consent
of more than 50 percent of the workers. That no
norms of social security will be observed in
places with less than 10 workers.
There is no clear provision of social security for
unorganized sector workers like rural
labourers, domestic workers, gig workers,
platform workers, ASHA and Anganwadi
workers.

CODE ON WAGES
Comrade Arvind delivered a detailed
explanation on the Code on Wages. Referring
to the erstwhile scientific basis of wage fixation
and the committees which had been
established for determining an accurate basis
for the same, he told how that basis has been
entirely undermined and how the employers
have been given a wide leeway into the process
of determination of wages under the new code.
Wage Board's suggestion for fixation of
minimum wage has incorporated in a loose
manner. It has also not been made clear that
which forum the workers will have to approach
for raising their disputes.

He told that the lofty claims being made by the
Modi government in the name of social security
are tantamount to beating of drums after
abolishing the erstwhile 9 labour legislations.

CODE ON OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY, HEALTH AND
WORKING CONDITIONS
Speaking on Occupational Safety, Health and
Working Conditions Code in the fourth session
of the workshop, Com. Amitava said that the old
norms of ensuring safety at workplace have
been completely informed. The code does
away with the mandate to form a Security
Committee in an establishment deploying less
than 500 workers. Similarly, there are
provisions to not constitute any Safety
Committee in coal mines having less than 250
workers.

He said that on any one day, there can be a
salary cut amounting to wages for 8 days, if the
workers were found absent. No standard of
national floor wage has been mentioned within
the code. The basis of 'equal pay for equal work'
has also been abolished. This constitutes
absolute cheating upon the working class.

CODE ON SOCIAL SECURITY
The Modi government and its media have been
making noise that the workers would be getting
tremendous social security benefits. Comrade
Amitava Bhattacharya told as to how such all of
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That the provisions pertaining to the welfare of
workers has been completely left to the
discretion of ‘appropriate authority’ i.e. central
and state governments. Keeping the working
hours on a weekly basis (as 48 hours), such
provisions aim at providing flexibility to the
owner to get the work done as per his whims
and fancies. In the case of women workers
working during the night shift, the employer
can easily exempt himself from all sorts of legal
obligations towards ensuring safety of women
workers on the basis of a consent form signed
by them.

‘COUNTRY ON SALE’ CAMPAIGN OR
PRIVATIZATION-CORPORATIZATION
On the second day of the workshop, Comrade S
Venkateswara Rao spoke on privatization and
corporatization
and
explained
Modi
government's various policies through which
‘sell the country’ campaign is going on. He
mentioned the circumstances under which
banks came to be nationalized and the manner
in which today banks, insurance companies,
railways, airports, mines and even ordinance
factories are being sold to private actors. The
government is indulging in handing over
government assets, public enterprises to its
capitalist friends.
He told that this game had started in 1991
during the era of Rao-Manmohan, which has
now been allowed unbridled freedom by the
Modi government.

In case of accidents at workplace, the employer
has been provided with massive relief as
criminal penalties like jail and compensation
have been left to the discretion of the court. The
provisions pertaining to the protection of
migrant workers will be difficult to implement
in reality. In the case of contractual labour, the
employer has been made completely immune
with the entire responsibility shifting on to the
contractor.

Referring to his experience in the coal mines,
he told how the number of labourers in the coal
sector has been reduced by half on one hand,
while the mines and production happening
within it has increased significantly. In recent
times, the whole round of selling them is going
on.
In
such
cases,
a
belligerent,
uncompromising and complete fight by the
working class is the only way left. The toiling
masses will have to unite against this capitalist
campaign.

Most of the provisions which allowed hearing to
the worker on all disputes like health, safety,
leave etc. have been removed and he has been
asked to directly challenge before the High
Court, which is almost impossible for any
worker.
Post elaboration upon the codes, there was
extensive discussion among the workers on the
four labour codes and the speakers' questions
were also resolved towards the end.
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REPEAL OF AGRICULTURAL LAWS AND
CONDITIONS OF AGRICULTURAL
LABOURERS
Comrade Shyambir said that the farmers'
movement has shown the mirror to the ruling
BJP government. People did not get tired and
exhausted and therefore the movement
continued to move forward. It went through all
the slanderous propaganda and gave a befitting
reply to the godi media and ended in
celebration of its historic victory. This fight was
against the corporatization of agriculture.
Towards the end, he cautioned about how the
Modi government will now resort to adoption of
new avenues and methods for implementing his
tactics.
At the same time, Comrade Santosh told that a
front has been formed by the 9 agricultural and
rural labour unions in Punjab after the farmers’
movement ended and that they are taking
forward this struggle with their legitimate
demands. After the conference in Patiala, they
have continued to make the movement larger.
For now, the movement is present mainly in
Punjab. Apart from this, he also discussed the
issue of MNREGA workers in rural areas.

PARTICIPATION OF WORKERS IN THE
OPEN SESSION

struggle of Maruti workers against the antiworker labour codes and other demands, the
militant movement against PF by the women
garment workers in Bangalore in 2016, the
situation and struggles within IT sector to
struggles fought by Bhagwati Micromax,
Daikin, Lingraj-Parle workers etc. were
discussed. The coal mine workers as well as the
tea garden workers also kept their point.
Apart from this, challenges, problems and
demands of the unorganized sector especially
domestic workers, construction workers,
MNREGA workers, agricultural labourers,
women workers, street workers, beedi
workers, contract workers, migrant labourers
were discussed extensively and many ways of
working amongst them were suggested.
During the workshop it clearly emerged that
while on the one hand the rights of workers are
being attacked continuously by the Central and
State Governments, on the other hand, in the
name of protest, the Central Trade Unions have
just been performing tokenism and ritualism in
the form of having one-day strikes on an annual
basis.
In such a situation, the working class and its
representatives will have to move in the
direction of a continuous, militant and decisive
struggle. The speakers acknowledged that the
Mazdoor Adhikar Sangharsh Abhiyan (MASA) is
moving forward with this goal. MASA
announced upcoming programs in this
direction.
Workers from 16 states participated in the
workshop. In this, the constituents and allies of
MASA are Karnataka Shramik Shakti, Trade
Union Centre of India (TUCI), Indian Federation
of Trade Unions (IFTU), IFTU (Sarwahara),
Inqlabi Mazdoor Kendra (IMK), Mazdoor
Sahyog Kendra, Struggling Workers Coordination Committee (SWCC), Grameen
Mazdoor Union Bihar, Jan Sangharsh Manch
Haryana, Socialist Worker Centre Tamil Nadu,
Mazdoor Sahayata Samiti and Karkhana
Mazdoor Union Punjab played their fullest role.
Inputs: mehnatkash.in

The last session of the workshop was an open
session, in which workers from different
regions shared their lived experiences. The
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ACTIVITIES

MASA KARNATAKA CONVENTION & RALLY
Mazdoor Adhikar Sangharsh Abhiyan organized its Karnataka State Convention on 19th
Dec 2021 at Freedom Park, Bangalore which was preceded by a huge rally of hundreds
of workers and activists from Majestic Railway Station.
The Convention was addressed by comrades Sushma Verma, Varadarajan, Balan, SV
Rao, Sudesh Kumari, Kailash, Mansayya, KB Gonal and Siddhant. A new booklet on
labour codes by MASA was also released.
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